











They need the comforting touch of fa-
thers to reassure them that all is well.

Last, a father relates to his chil-
dren through charging them, At times
fathers must intervene in the lives of
their children by making solemn ap-
peals, urging them to take certain ac-
tions that are best for them.

Applicotion of Those Qualities

The Word of God provides princi-
ples that when properly applied pro-
duce lasting results. There are prac-
tical ways that the above principles
on fatherhood can strengthen the fa-
ther’s relationship with his children.

Affirmation

We can provide affirmation for
our children. They need to know
that they are important and have
great value, ] was watching the
news one evening with one
of my daughters. A commer- .
cial advertised a large ;
jackpot for the win- _
ning number at a
local grocery store.
My daughter said,
“It would be great if we
could win!”

I'told her, “We already won!”

She looked at me, puzzled, and
asked, “When?”

I responded, “The day you were
bornt”

She smiled. Then she gave me a
hug and cuddled in my arms. Affirm-
ing words and actions niean the
world to our children. They want to
know they are loved and that they
hold a special place in our hearts,

Affection

We must provide affection. Every-
body wants to be loved. If we do not
provide affection to our children,
someone else will. We often tell our
children, “Don’t ever get too big for
hugs and kisses!” When a family
member needs extra attention, we
call “group hugs!”

Spiritual Nutrition

We must provide spiritual nutri-
tion for our chiidren. The most ef-
fective way to provide nutrition is
through our example. This includes
personal life, family life, church life

and ocutreach life. Values such as a
personal relationship with God, pu-
rity, marital permanency, worship
and involvement in church, and
sharing the gospel are crucial.

Lack of correction and discipline
in our homes cripples society. Cor-
rection is a sign of love (Proverhs
3:12; Hebrews 12:9), If we balance
our correction with affirmations of
love, there is less danger of exas-
perating our children (see Eph
esians 6:4). it is important to
choose words and actions
that appeal to their sense of
right and wrong.

A few months
ago, | tried to correct
one of my children

with a smart remark. [ told her,
“Act like an Aycock!”
“I am,” she replied.

Protection

We need to provide protection
for children. Our complicated soci-
ety with its diminishing moral val-
ues causes much concern.

Children need to know there are
dangers they must avoid. Younger
children do not need detailed ex-
planations. Offer precautions that
can avert harm. For example, our
children are not allowed to open
the door to our home when some-
one is knocking,

Education

One crucial decision a father will
make, along with his wife, is the
kind of education the children will
receive. This is a serious issue.
There is a battle for the minds of
our children. We can no longer sit
idly by and let others make critical
educational decisions for them.

I place high value in making sure

our children receive godly educa-
tion. Among the options availahle,
my wife and I chose to home school
our children.

Vocation

The choice of a vocation is a dif-
ficult decision for children. They

need our support. We can instill in

their hearts that the will of God is
L the most important thing in the
world to accomplish.

One day as my son
played with a doctor's play
N2 kit, my wife asked him
' what he wanted to be
B when he got bigger.

. He said, “A doctor.”
Then she asked him
g how many children he
was going to have.
He said, “Twelve.”

Conclusion

Ultimately, our chil-
dren must decide wheth-
er to practice or reject ali that
we have instilled in their lives. It
is not a simple input/output
proposition.

Real success as a father is look-
ing back over the years with assur-
ance that you did what you could
to lead them into a positive rela-
tionship with the Lord.

If the outcome for your child is
what you hoped and prayed for, get
on your knees and thank God for
His grace! m
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