











g tammated waterwas overwhelmtng

oo Floors buckled, furmture and app11~__".
" ances were beyond repair, ;and pic--
o tures ‘and - personal items were [de- "+
= “stroyed. The ‘thought’ of lost' famt!y'
* " heirlooms, family pictures and itemns -
- she had saved ‘that ‘were “her- hus-
. band’s overwhelmed me. For the first ‘-
*time since the: flood ‘occurred ‘two. -
2 weeks earlier, my heant broke and 1.
- wept ‘uncontrollably as I thought.
" about “what “she “and | others would o
REy face in commg months S

2o In addition, anassessment of ﬂood—"_
EEEY mg to.church properfies reveated dam- -
o age totahng over $1 million, Parker’s
"% Chapel FWB 'Church inGreenville,

.. pastored by Lorenza Stox,: sustained
“over $250,000- damage. Flood ‘waters -
entered both the sanctuary and a new- -
‘ly-completed family life . center. Be- -
cause of the flooding, the Parker’s
.. "Chapel congregation : shared the facili-*:
“ties of ‘two. other Free: Wtii Bapﬂst_-:

- _ churches for several weeks, .

“Tabemacle FWB Churchi in Kmston :
pastored by.-Jim: Maddox, -received
.damage -that - totally . destroyed the

. building. Preliminary estimates set the
- bill ‘at $600,000 to replace ‘what ‘was
- Jost. Three other churches, Cornmuni-

. .-ty FWB Church. in’Chinguapin, Faith . -
" 'FWB Church in Goldsboro and Mt Cal- -
vary FWB Church in Hookerton all suf- -
fered flood damage with ‘combined
damage - esurnates that totaled nearly-

$200 000, .

CAs news of the disaster spread '

" 'ing, food, cleaning supplies and furni-
“ture ‘poured into eastern North Caroli- -
- "na. Daily, Treceived calls from Free Will -

- Baptist pastors asking what cou]d they_ -
B do and what could they send. - :

“across the natton and totherest of the |
-Free ‘Will: Baptist ‘family, relief ‘efforts:
- were organized to help sister churches o
~suffering from the flood. Water, ‘cloth- "

= Our. church -and others sewed ae S
: cieanng houses for supphes for needy N

Hurricane Floy destro_vet_l o Homes of Jeff, Shari and Erin Windom, and Dot W

31nform FYee Will Bapnsts about the_- i
" needs of hurting families, - o

-Speaking for all the churches alfect-

ed by the flood, we say thank you to all
"~ who generously contributed to the dis-
- aster relief fund and brought much-
" needed relief iterns.~Most Free Will
- Baptist families and churches did not

have flood insurance and those that

-did still incurred significant financial

losses. Free ‘Will Baptist families de-

' “pended upon their local church, state .
- and denominational family for. help -

since very few. were heiped by govem _

. _r_nental assistance.”

-Please continue to pray'for the pas- '

-_-tors churches and Free Will Baptist
* families ‘recovering from the flood. -
. Free ‘Will Baptist pastors and mem- - -
‘bers have displayed great:courage, - . ..
+ deterrnination and fortitude duringa = -
. :difficult time. By the time this articleis . =
.. published, many families wil stlll not_"' P
-:-.have retumed to their homes. " o
Fmally, continue to pray for a spir- - EEn
- 1tuat -awakening fo ‘occur-in eastern -
‘North “Carolina. ‘Several Free: Will .=~
“Baptist .churches, -although ‘hit ‘hard :* =0
‘by the flood, saw. people savedasa: i
_result of the disaster. Because of the "~ ¢
'j_dtsaster ‘many. people have been. .
- open to.the gospel. Opportumttes for-i i
*‘witnessing and: mtntstry are numer- o o
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