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OUR LORD'S GRACIOUS PROMISES
By W. H. Hunt. '

Peter, in his 2nd epistle, speaks of cxcecdmg great
and precious promises (2 Pet. 1:4).  There are many
promises in the Bible, and all of them are exceeding
great and precious; but we particularly have one in
mind just now, of which we wish to speak, that is found
in Heb. 13:5, which says: For He hath said, I will never
What an exceeding great
and precious promise this is; for it assures us that the
Lord will never leave us, nor forsake us. And the Holy
Spirit could not have used stronger language in which
to assure us of the abiding presence of the Lord,

. :Let us now examine this promise, and learn some-
‘thing more about its preciousness. Now every one

i knows lhdt the worth, or value of a promise depends

|

|

1arz,ely ‘on the character of the oune who makes it.
Considering then that this promise is made by the Lord
Himself, of how great value it should be; because we
kndw that the Lord is amply able to fulfill all of Hig
promises, and that He is so honest and truthful that He
will not fail to do it. Peter, in speaking of the faith-

".ulue%s of the Lord to fulfill His piomis ses says. “The
~_ord is not slack concerning His promises” (2 Pet.3:9)

How e‘(ceedm(., great ond precious then is this promise;
because we know that the One who made it will not

fail to fulfill it.

“This sume exceeding great and precious promise
that we read in Heb. 13:5 supported the heroes of faith
in o]den times. There was Jacob, for instance. He had

lett home and friends, and felt very lonely and afraid;

but; God proume(f to go with him (Gen. 28,15). And

| 80 axe we often in the same straits; but we have ‘the

same exceeding great and precious promise that Jacob
had, for the Lord says to us, “T will never leave. thee,
nor forsake thee.”

Then, there was a time when Moses, the leader of
the Israelites, could not go before them any Jonger, and
the way before them was an unknown path. But Moses
in words of encouragement,

us, there are times in our lives when we feel thatiwe
are setting out in an untrodden track; the way before
us seems uncertain, and we know not which way to go.
But praise the Lord, we can look up and trust God for
guidance at all times, for He has promised to never
leave us, nor forsake us.

told them that God would"

'.~',ot1fail them, nor forsake ti.em (Deut.31:8)., So with

‘Then there is Joshua. His friend Moses bad de-
parted, and he was called upon to assume great respon-
sibilities. But the Lord promised him saying, As I was
with Moses, so will I be with thee (Josh. 1:3). And so
with us, for there are times when cares aud trials weigh
upon ns, and it seems that there is none to help. ~ But
we have a Divine Helper who has promised to be with
us in all our trials, and that He will never leave us, ner
forsake us. Praise His Holy Name for such an exceed-
ing great and precious promise, )

How supporting is this precious pronise; forit is a

promise of the Lord’s continual presence with us—"1,

will by no meauns leave thee."—so no matter what the
circumstances may be—joy or sorrow, health or sick-
ness, home or abroad; we have the blessed u<sux.u e
at all times and under all conditions and (:ll(‘mn\lhn( es
that the Lord is ever present with us, v
This is also a promise of help: for after saying'in
Heb 13:5, that He will never leave us,
He says in verse six, So that we may boldly say, The Lord
is my helper.  So then, if the Lord is present with us,
He will help us.  How comforting to know that we can
trust God at all times to help us, and that He will not
at all fail us, Some friends fail us when we need them
most; but not-so with the Lord, for He is the friend
spoken of in Prov. 18 24, that sticketh closer than a
brother. ‘ '
) Surely then, bfethren, after realizing how won-
derfully precious the Lord’s promises are, we will not
fail to trust in Him continually. And since the Lord

has promised to be with us, and that He will never leave

us, nor forsake us, we should believe His word, and act
in a way to prove that we do believe it.

by moment  What a difference it would make in cur

lives if we did not depend so much on things material,
‘which is not of faith, but would look to the One who is

unseen, yet real through faith.
Brethren, a full realization of the fact (hut tlu,

Lord is ever present with us as a helper under all con~

ditions and circumstances, and that He will never leave

. us, nor forsake us, should revive our hope, aud put a
“spark of cheerfulness in our hearts that would disperse
every - féeling of loneliness and fearfulness; turn the.

darkest night into a day of continuous sunshine, and

make our souls sing with joy, even though the material

things of this world around us be sad and gloomy."

nor turwke us.”

There stiould’
be a sense of helpless dependence upon Hiin moment
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The Time of All Times
By Eld S. M. Crawford

The great Judgment Day, the
Time of All Times! Dear readers
of the Gem, this is the - greatest
subject in many ways that man has
ever had to corifront him, yet man
as a whole, or speaking of the

subject collectively, considering the

whole population of the world, is

giving this subject very little
thought, while almost every one

of this enlightened age will admit
it if you ask them, “Do you believe
there will be a judgment day?”’
the answer will be, “Yes.” My dear
people, they answer correctly, butl
am made to doubt that they believe
it bythelr everyday lives,

[ will say right here, that the
carnal man will truthfully answer
many questions concerning himself,
trying -to hide himself from his
brother, while he well knows that
Unere is One who can see into every
heart, and will admit that God
kuows every secret, even the faintest
thought of the one that isin the
most secret hiding place. Men may
commit murder and hide from the
law, they can disguise themselves
and pass the best trained detectives
and shun justice courts of any.
nation.  They can plead, “Not
guilty,” and get the sympathy of the
court and jurors and be set free, altho
they are guilty. But there is one
court, my heloved friends, that you
and I or whoever it be, cannot come
before and get by on any grounds
but the ¢ru+ph The great Judge that
will 8it on the throne that day will

. hear nothing but the unvarnished
Truth.
pear against each of us will be owr
deeds, vur works. Let us look
now at what we have done as tho
our lives were a great picture reel,
and time a great white sheet on
which the picture is thrown. My
dear friend. this is true: you are
reeling off day by day things that
you will meet at the Judgment Day.
There is no way for you'to get
around having to meet the things

The witnesses that will ap-.

you do that day.

I am sure that there are many
who would give anything if they
could get eround having to meet
that day. We are told they will cry
for the rocks and mountains to fall
on them to hide them, but there
will be no hiding ‘place, no refuge
but in Christ our Lord There is but
one way, and that is to give up to

. the Chief of all Law, Jesus Christ the

Redeemer of fallen man.

- Now, dear friends, why should we
be so careless and unconcerned
about our everyday life. We believe
and know that this day will come.
That is what God has said. I, or
some one else, have not started this
about the Judgment Day.

I find that the second coming of
Christ is mentioned in the Bible
three hundred and eighteen times. Is
not that enough?  And Jesus said
that the Son of man would come,
and we must be ready, for the day
would come as a thief in the night.
Oh, if I could just picture to your
miirds this great coming! Could you
just see the picture as my Savior has
pictured it in the Bible! What would
you think if you had a great friend
and leader in church work that
always was right and you loved
him, and had beeu with “him for-
years and had seen him as he had
healed the sick, as he had given
sight to the blind, as he had forgiven
sin and cast out devils and had fed
the hungry thousands and turned
water into wine and raised the
dead. cured the lame, restored the
withered hand, and stilled the angry
waves of a stormy sea. And acg he
took his leave of his disciples, up, up
into the unknown heavens, would
you not be found gazing up into
heaven also? Then what if some
one would say to you,
ye gazing? This same Christ will in’
like manner come back again to
earth to judge the quick and
dead. ~Would not the picture be a
great one to look at? Yes indeed!

But let us look at' the great Day
just ahead, for every eye shall see
that day, every knee shallbow to

.every nation,

Why stand

‘answer to their letters.
‘evangelists, after making a sacrifice

the great King of all kings and every
ear shall hear his or her doom, be it
“Well done,” or "Depart.” 1 cap
see in my mind’s eye two gregt
gatherings or throngs of people g¢
they will be on the eve of that
great day. Turn your eyes to thg
right and look! There, robed iy
white are the happy redeemed gf
and generations cf
every age, with crowns and harps,
praising God for ever and evex;
Then look on the left. There yoi]
can see the horrors of all crimes any
smoke as black as midnight.  And,
Oh, the wails and ecries of torment,
mixed with the gnashing of t?ct]
and groans. So sad it is, that it i

unspeakable with tongue or per]
This will be. the end of thy
wicked. Oh, do not let this by,
you, dear friend. ;

3
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Discouragements of the,
Evangelists
, By Eld. T. C. Ferguson

Many people wonder w}xy/ ST
many of our Evangelists -quit, ox
why they don't do more than thew
do. The reason is often the manw
discouraging things they have to
contend with. They are a very. sacri~
ficing class of men and women, cut~
ting loose from everything, homea
family, children and everythimg, tQ
do the Lord’s ‘work.  And some of
them have a hard time to get any
tliing todo,some of them have given
up good jobs, and some have made

‘sales, sold off everything, left the

farm and moved to town to devota&.
their whole time' to the work, aftex
people have plead with them ta
do this and get out in-the work and
have elected them as evang,ellqts~
Then when they write letters to the
churches telling them they are ready

for the meeting—never get any
One of our

like this, wroteover twenty letters lQ '

chur(,htw saying he was ready now,

to hold those meetings, and never
(Continued on page 14)
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Foitorial
Our: My : : QOur: Your

Now that the “Gem” has made its appearance
and come into the hands of several hundred readers,
it is but the earnest (first payment) of the desires and
heart felt need of many loyal Free Will Baptist who
really want to see the Lord's cause prosper.

Now, dear readers, the GEM is owr Paper; our
God has given it to us. It is owr paper; yowr paper;
my paper. Not one of you would be selfish enough to say
“It is my paper; I have worked for it,” any more than
the editor could say, "It is my paper; [ have printed it.”

We are all one family in Christ Jesus. God is
our Father; He is your Father; He ig my Father.

- Some of you are not Free Will Baptist, but you have

been born of the Spirit of God, and are members of
the family.

Now, that God has given us the GEM. we have
opportunity—we have responsibility. Our paper will
grow and fulfill its mission when we each oue realjze
our responsibility and use each opportunity. as it
comes us, to work and pray, and to pay.

What Readers Say About the Gem: _

“The Gem is a very creditable paper to the Church.
Twelve hundred is a small subscription list for such
a worthy paper”—M. B. H.

“You are getting out a very nice magazine, and.it
isreally a credit to our Meadowbrook M. F'—K. C
Paper House.

“I sure am proud of the Gem. I am not just talking
either, for I think it one hundred per cent"—W. C. D.
“I like the paper fine.,"—W_ L, Y.

“I am going to support the paper.
fine."—W. H, H.

“Sample copy of Gem received today. It is all right,
so am sending one dollar for my subscription.”—J H. W,

“The paper is worthy of its name."—J. R. G.

“I think the paper is just fine."—T. C. F.

“The Gem is a fine little paper."—Mrs. W. B.

“We sure did hate it when you discontinued the New

Morning Star; now we are glad you are back in the
editor's chair."—G, H. J.

[ like it just

WE are sorry the paper is small this time, yet -
we are glad that, in spite of the flu, we have
been able to give you sixteen pages. As it happens
sixteen pages just about uses up our manuscript.

Letters and articles for publication should reach us
by the first of the month and, if received after the fif-
teenth, may have to wait until next issue.
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FROM THE FIELD

Floydada, Texas, Jan. 11, 1929.

The Free Will Baptist Gem, and

Iiditor, One and All: T wish tocome
with a fe words of congratulation.

Dear brethren, I sure enjoyed
reading every letter and article in
the first issue of the “Gem.”

I feel so encouraged and so hvoped
up over our prospects. Now you
church people who have such great
privileges, do your best to raise the
Slvxhscridtions. See if some church
can’t report that every member in
your church is taking the Gem,
What church will be the first to re-
port with a total enrollment?

U wish we had a chiurch out here,
I would do some great begging to
get every home to take the Gem.
We baveé no church, but Tam going
to try for at least two or three sub-
scriptions; so come on; one and all;

this is the way to draw in the net

full'of fishes.. Just cast the net on
t.he right side with mustard seed
faith, and pull for the shore with
all your might,
I will close with' a prayer for our
good editor, aud for all, .
Eld. S, M. Crawford.

Flat River, Mo.

Liditor the Free \Will Baptist (wem

T have just received the first copy
of the Gem, and it seems that I can
see a great improvement over the
old; even over the New Morning
Star. | feel proud of the i improve-
meut and advancement . that has
been made, for I feel assured that it
will prove agreat blessing, not only
to the Free Will Baptist Church
at large, but to all who may read its
pages.

I want to congratulate our faith-
ful editor, Bro. Brown, together with
the committee and others that have
worked so hard and have prayed
so faithfully, and have paid so lib-
‘erally, in order that the pubiic at
large might be blessed and benefit-

ed by the reading of such a paper.

In conclusion I want to say tothe
Free Will Baptist at large that the
faithful brothers and sisters who
have made the Gem a possibility,
have accomplished a great work for
the cause of our blessed Savior, and
for our blessed Church, and for all
wlio may read its pages. And now,
Christian friends, it is up to usto
keep it coming and going onits
mission of wisdom, love, and mercy,
It has now become our indispensi-
ble duty to work, to pay, to pray,
and to co-operate in every way that
wo can, that the Gem may be able
to accomplish that for which it is
intended.

Brothers, sisters, and friends, let
us pull and work and pray and pay
all together, going forth in the
strength and power of Israel's God,
who never knew defeat or failure.

Bro. Brown, you have been a
faithful soldier in the Free Will
Baptist Church, and in the cause of

Chlirist; your have never known de-

feat, and now you are launching
out in the greatest work of your
life——a work that will add many
stars to your crowa in the sweet
by and by. /

Lord help us live from day to day,
In such a self-forgetful way,
‘I'bat even when we kneel to pray,
Our prayers may be for others,

Your brother in Christ,
W. H. Adams.

e e
—_—

Hannon, Mo., Jan. 11, 1929.

Dear Bro. Brov:vn and Gem Read-
ers: ‘It makes me rejoice as I read
the “‘Gem.’ Have read my copy
over several times, and every time I
read it, the more I realize that it is
the beginning of a real paper.

My, experience in receiving the
Gem, reminds me of the man whao

had lost interest in everything and .

everybody. He worried over his
sad state until he lost his appetite:
tired and sleepy he sat down by
the roadside, nodding himself into
peaceful dreamland.

An old'lady who had been spend-
ing the afternoon with-a daughter-

February, 1929.

in-law, happened to pass that way.
Seeing the man asleep by the way-
side, tried to awaken him by calling
and shaking him, but to no avail
Now her daughter-in-law had given
her some nice fresh apple pies, so
taking one from her basket she
held it down close to the sleeping.
stranger’s nose. Quickly a! the
smell of fresh apple pie he awole
and was surprised. The old Lidy
gave him a rie which was his fav
orite pie, Once more, being fully’
awake, he realized that life was}
really worth while af‘er all

Now, apple pie is my favorite,
and so is the “"Gem.” It gave me
a good waking up, and after all I
fully believe thingsare worth while,

The Gem just suits my appetite
and is somewhat strengthening
thereto, I will try to contiibute
something along to help make up
the paper. Am glad to know that
many others are interested. I have
not helped out much in the last
moves for denominational advapce~
ment, but have often prayed that
the things now on foot might be a|
real stuccess, and I praise- (,o’d for
their beginning. I cant see any
reason why folks would not be
willing to subscribe for a paper like
the Gem,

May the Lord bless all,

Eld. WW. H. York.

Saint Louis, Mo.

Macedonia Gospel Taber-

nacle, Free Will Baptist.

Our Christmas Entertainment!
Sunday School was the best we|
have ever had. ’
© We held a Watch Night service
on New Year's eve, and sure had a
nice quiet time, each omne taking
some part. :

We have suffered considerably-
for the last two months fromi sick~
ness in a number of families:

We are having very insructivey
Bible studies inour prayer meet-
ings. Our aim is to divide the time, '
song, prayer, study and testxmony {I
We -believe that by pat1enu.. and
perseverance tluougll constdnt
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teaching and preaching the Gospel,
pure and plain, we may yetget a
larger share of the church going
community than hitherto. Altho
it is almost impossible for us to
grow in the same measure as the
Rutger St. Church can; they have
a tremendous field to draw from,
Our territory lies along a manufact-
uring district and is about seventy
per cent .migratory, mainly of the
flotsam and jetsam character.

We own the building (my wxfe
and self). [ have no salary; lt; is
maintained by freewill offerings.’

Our place has been . a boon and a
blessing to many—a real haven'of
rest to some. Praise the Lord for
evermore —Eld. Fdward Hilliar,

4301 North Uroadway.

I cannot find words to express
adequately my delight at receiving
our own Free Will Baptist Gem, and
my folks are just proud of having—
shall I say—a meeting place for our
neighbors, a - “get together” on
paper.
really have a being. It must, it will,
it shall be 4 means of a general awak-
ening throughout the entire State,
and give.an impetus to the exten-
sion of new field work.—Eld. E. H.

“'Greentop Mo.

I feel/’.t,hat the new “Gem” isg g
blessing to me. Being shut in ang
not having the privilege of attending
services, it does me good to hear of
so much being done for the blessed
Master’s cause, and read the splen-
did reports, soul stirring articles and
note the spirit of unity prevailing
throughout. '

There is certainly much to do, and
we that cannot "go” can do much in
our own homes.

What a blessed privilege to carry
the great work, our many kind
friends. and all the needs to the
throne of grace.

There are golden opportunities
every day, and tho it may be no
more thdn giving a drink of cold
water in the name of the Master,
our lives are not failures.

It just seems as though we

Sister McAdams, you_ liave the
best report of any. That is just like
her tho. We just have one Lizzie
McAdams. Her untlrmg, efforts'to
keep on in all circumstances, and
her faithfulness is an inspiration to
me. Now the rest of yon} must not
get jealous, for there are many that
I'would like to speak words of praise,
who have stood by us in sickness
and need, and I shall never forget
the many kindnesses done us during
my husband’s awful sickness in
Oklahoma.

Sister Brown's kindly visits and
smiling face shall neverbe forgotten
by me, because they came at just
the time I needed them. Thank
God, for so many gogd kind friends.

Now as the New Year is usher-
ed in, let us forget the failures,
mistakes and sins, and "not worth
while things” of the past, and go
forth with a purpose true to add our
part to the glad New Year, to know
God's will, to do God s will and to love
God’s will

“But once I pass this way,
And then, no more.
But once, and then the qllent door
Swings on its lum,es opuxs,
closes,
And no more,
I pass this way,
So while I may, .
With all my might, "~
Iwillessay. -~ - 71"
Sweet comfort and delight’
Toalll meet'upon th‘e Pilgfihi's way.

"For no "man travels: tw1ce ce
The Great High way °
That climbs thru Darkness up to
Light,
Through Night to Day.
—Cora Mann

Bro. and Sister Bybee Gone

We had heard that Bro. and Sister
Bybee had both passed away. It was
sad news, yet we were glad for the
assurance that God had just called
His children home. They were both
living on borrowed 'time, but living
for God.

We have the following from Sister

-cember_ 24th..

-will sure miss him at church.
will miss his prayers and testi-

Snidow, a member with them of El-
Dorado - Springs. - Church: “Sister
Bybee passed away December 15th,
.and,-Bro, Bybee passed away De-
Tt is. sad, for they
will sure be missed here, and ‘we
We

monies and his preaching. He
would preach and pray and sing
as long as he could talk. He urged

‘his children and grandchlldrento

prepare to meet him in heaven
Sister Bybee said all was well with
her, and she was ready to meet the
Lord. - :

Bro. Locke is real poorly, and
Bro. McGovern has been real bad,
and i 13 now just able to be out
again.”

Flat River, Mo.

Dear Readers of the “Gem:" This
splendid - wintry morning finds me
just filled up with good things for
the paper. Yesterday was the Sab-
bath and praise the .dear Lord, we
had a wonderful day! Christmas
morning we had a sunrise prayer
meeting in our Desloge: Church and
all received such a wonderful
blessing that we felt that the Lord
would be pleased with a prayer
meeting at sunrise every Sabbath
morning.. So, 'sin(:e, our church has
begun. every Sabbath day with a
-sunrise meeting.. It seems like real

_music to hear. the bell ring .out at

6:30 ocl()ck

- Yesterday was an unusual day in

all of our churches. = The sick folks
‘are getting - better now, and many
of them were back in service, both in
the Sabbath school and preaching
too. At eleven o'clock the old. time
power fell, and a numbér were
shouting at once. And the most
beautiful sight I think I saw, was-an
old lady, when she had finished
shouting, f<ll at Sister Anna Reed's
knees, and lingered there for sever-
al minutes. Sister Reed was sitting
on the piano stool, but on account
of the great outpouring of the Holy
Spirit, she had ceased to play and
was in tears of joy herself, when the
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old mother of Israel so humbly
kuelt. Oh, praise God for the old
time power!

Then at night at Leadwood, we
had three souls saved and one
addition to the church. We invited
Bro. Hildebrand to preach for us
here last night and he had one
precious soul saved—a glorious
service!

- The wark here is moving out. Qur
Mission workers are doing a great
work for the poor, and we wil} write
more next time concer ning missions,
and may God bless all who read
this, v Yours for Jesus,

. Lizzie McAdams.

B a

ST. LOUIS, MO.
Macedonia Gospel Tabernae-

cle, Free Will Baptist
Eld. Edward Hilliar, Pastor

" We have passed through a serious

time the last two months. There has
been much sickness among us, par-
tlcularly with the cluldren Our Sun-
ddy school has suffered much sick-
“Ness among tfle teaching staff. We
are still crymg, out for consecrated
teachers who will make a sacrifice
for the cause of Christ.

We sure had a rejoicing time last
Sunday; it was a home coming to
some of our folk (who had been
quarantined for the past months) to
be back again. Our hearts were re-
joiced to see the little ones coming
down the aisle fulluwed by their kin
folks.

Look out for a writeup on the
founding of .our F. W. B. Church

. humber two of St. Louis. A get
together meeting will be held on the
fifth day of Feb., the sixth anniver-
-sary of the dedication of Macedonia
Church. We wish that some of our
friends from the country churches
could be with us on that night. We
are looking forward to a new begin-
ning. We expect to have an ordi-
nation conncil to meet with us to
ordain our deacons. We are praying
for and looking and watching unto
prayer for larger things to the glory
of God in the near future.

Mrs. Verna Summers, Church Clerk.

e

FLAT RIVER, MO,

Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ Jesus, and Readers of the
Gem:—It is truly a pleasure to me
to take pencil in hand to write alet-
ter to this wonderful paper of our
Denomination. I am praising God
for the good Christian brothers and
sisters who helped to get this
wonderful paper started, and my
earnest prayer is that each oneof us
as Christians will help to support it.

I have just: been reading the
January issue of the Gem, and it is
fine to read of the wonderful work
that is going on. It makes us want
to do more, to do our part.

I was just reading the letter from
our State Clerk, and, brethren, it
makes me praise God more and
more to see young people standing
out for God and his cause. We see
the need of more to take the same
step.

I have been corrospnndnu, with
Bro. Winford Davis, our State clerk,

to try to organize a state-wide Young

People's League. We are making an
effort to organize a League in each
church, for we need something of
God's work to interest the young
people. There are so many that
start out for God, but find nothing
to keep their minds and hearts inter-
ested, and they fall by the wayside.
I am talking frors experience. We
need something that will help to
keep the young people in God's work.

We would like for each Associ-
gtion to organize as many as they
can in their Association, then all re-
port at the State Association next
fall. For further information write
Bro. Winford Davis, Monett, Mo, or
myself, and we will ry to advise
you as best we can.

We would like to hear from any
one having any suggestions or help
in any way. I feel that God has
called me to ‘this work, and
with the prayers of the Christian
people and the help of God, I mean
to do God's will as best T can.

(Eccl. 12:1) “Remember now thy
Creator in the days of thy. youth,”
and now is the time to remember

Him, and again, (1 Tim. 4:12) “Le
no man despise thy youth, but b
thou an example of the believers” st
God-wants the young to work at
well as the old. .
I ask the prayersof the Christia\
people to assist me in God’s WOIk,
and may His richest blessings res,
and abide with you is mmy prayer.
Wm Reeves, Flat River, Mo, AB‘277'

Eld. M. M. McKee,”
State Evangelist for Oklahoma.
Soper, Okla., Jan. 15, 1929.

Dear Readers of the Gem: [ anx
hoping that these few lines will fin "
all of you enjoying life. 1 am s011Y
to report that everywhere [ havi
been or have heard from there ari
many cases of flu and pneumonia
and many deaths, but at present 1!
seems to be giving away sowme iy
this part of the state. I am hopill|
that the time will speedily umn
when each one of us can be out 01
the field doing our best to ddVﬂnC*
thegause ot Christ.- e

[ will give a brief repoxl of m‘
work on the evangelistic field. Afte
closing my three years of pastoré
work at Drumright, on the thir
Sunday in Sept., 1928, we attendes
the First Okla. Association at Sprin
Hill Church, near Lexington,. Okl¥
Had a wonderful time there

Next we preached at Pleasdll
Hill Church, near Norman, Ok!

(Continued on page 12.)
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Sclect Gems

" The first issue of “The Free
Will Baptist Gem, wasworthy of the
name. ‘May it be a real blessing to
the denomination. May God bless
all our papers, and stir up our
peopleto support them.—M. B. H.

—

Grandpa used to wind up the old
tall clock in the. hall. .

the clock in your home?. Maybe

that_isn't important,—but this is:

What winds you up? - Where do.
you get the power to keep on going?
Prayer is that winding up power in.
a Christian's life, Resolve that you
will not allow so much running
“down as last year. Prayer will make:
all your resolutions .come true.—
Paul Rader et

g

..

There have been some good
Quarterly Meetings in Ohio durmg
the past three months. Some ofour
ministers are awake others drowsy
and someasleep-—-M B.H. :

| anra—

There is a difference between- sin -
and temptation. [ tell you tempta-
tion is common to every believer.
Jesus Christ, who .knew ne sin was
tempted, and if he experienced
temptation how much more shall we
who are shapen in sin expect to-
have to deal with the devil.— 7. G
DBroughtan.

The wnter heard a preacher (‘?)
say that he never knew of anyone
being helped i in.the Chrlstlan life by
a rehglous

How would yon classrfy him,—as:

an lgnoramus or a wilful lar?—M.
R ‘ o lnold on you —Paul Rader.

B. H,

Gnve us ‘ this day our dally
bread,” says the ‘Lord’s ‘prayer.
What then xs our daily bread that
God gwes us Itis Jesus Chrlqt our’
Lord. “I am the bread of life that
came down l'rom heaven and g bxveth
life to the world. " Therefore let no
.one be deluded, ‘Whatever sermons

Who winds.

" can. and does float in death

tract,. book or paper,

and instructions do not exhibit and
make known Jesus Christ, cannot be
daily bread and nourishment forthe
souls of believers —Martin Luther.
The writer once heard a minister
say in a sermon that the people of
Nineveh were so ignorant they did
not know their right hand trom the
left. He wrs talking onJonah4:11.
The brother was inistaken, as Nin.
eveh was a very progressive city
for itstime. The 120,000 mentioned

here were small children, not adults,

according to Bible scholars.—M.B. H

At a careless glance we mightsay
that the New Year contains very lit-.
tle—just'365 days. Daysin which
to live, eat, sleep and make money,
But are these all that are contain.
ed in the New Year! Surely we
are’ not so” selfish
visioned that ‘ the 'material things"
are all that We ‘see.” We are saved
to serve, not to drift and dréam~"
le. Henry Melvin. o

EEENN
—_—

Last momh not far from land on
a pleasure boat, a very -pitiful and’
heart- rendmg. accxdent sent many
helpless souls to a walery grave
Tlxeyscredmed they struggled Only
those were saved who ‘got hold of,
or got on  something that LOUld
float in wa(er

The smner .1lrew1se ‘can only be
saved by gemne hold of One who
Jesus
~ alone ‘arose.” He alone can save.
Al ourgood works are useless strug-
gle.” We believe Him to be the Son
of "God.” slain for’ our sins,
resurrected for our ‘life. Get a
hold on Him, and tet' ‘Him ger a-

Yours in Hun
M B. Hutclunson Zaleskl Oluo

The need of a Publlcatlon

By Eld 0. T Allred
‘Just a few lines on the need of a
Free Will Bupmt publlcauon in the
State of Mlssoun '
We have some good publications
1

“and  narrow-"

“and

being printed in the interest of the
Denomination, but we would like to
have a good Free Will Baptist
publication in our own State. We
have - enough nembership in this
State, with the help of each one, to
put this over in a big way, and we
are living in an age when the true

Gospel must be carried through the

printed page, as well as delivered
from the sacred stand, and in the
Sunday School. Intelligent minds
are going to read something, and
whether it is something that will
create a desire for the things of life
that are noble and upllfnng or the
things that are low and degrading,
depends toa great extent.on whatis
placed before them, especially so
with the boys and girls. Parents,
are we going o sit .idly by, not.
providing our children with reading
matter that is worth while, and let
the enemy. place poison in our owl
homes?. . |

And again, agood chur(,h pdper is
a great source throug,h which a
closer union is formed, and a l)road- :
er aoqudmtancel? formed by .the.
reading of. some one's success. in
God's work. . Many  times we are
caused to take renewed courage in
this great fight . for the principles
inaugurated and set in order.by our
Elder Brother, Jesus Christ. _

May God bless the. editor dnd
all who read. this.

- Yours for the cause,
(Eid) O.T. Allred.

" Sentence Sernions
If the hand of the Lord is with-
held ‘the hand of’ the qtrong,est
man is paralyzed -—Theo Cuyler.
;Lel'thel Christian know that the
ridicule of .some is . more to be
desired than the praise of others.

“The ' superior 'man studies
righteousness; “'the small man,
advantage.” e

From The King's Business
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Lesson V.|

The Holy Seriptures
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- International Sunday School Lessons

Comments by B. F. Brown.

[Feb. 3, 1929,

Texts: Deut. 6:1-25 . Josh. 1:8-9; 2 Kings 22:8-20; Nch. 8:1-8;
Psa. 19:7-14;3 Luke 24 325-32; Acts 17:10-12; 27 ‘ixn.' 3:14-17.

Golden Text—Open thou mine eyes,
that I may behold wondrous things out
of thy law. 'Psalm 119:18,

Practieal Truth.—The Scriptures
must be studied in order to realize their

saving power.
Topic.—What the Bible is for.
Qutline.—~1. Tye Scriptures in the
home. II. The Scriptures neglected
and restored. I, Jesus in the Old
'I‘Ljstament. IV. Searching the Seript-
ures. V. The value of the Scriptures,

Inti(‘uluction—\\’hen Jesus in
His ministry, mentioned the Script-
ures, tle meant the Old Testament-
When Paul said,“Al] Scripture is giv®
e by inspiration! he included all the
Bible. If there exists an inspired
record of divine truth it is the Bible.
And we haveé abundant proof that
the Bible is the inspired word of
God  We wifl just mentiou one
proof here: All real Christian expe-

rence is according to the Bible and -

prove it to be the Word of God.

The sixty-six books of the Hible
were written- by some forty writers
who were Jews, who “spakeas they
Were moved by the Holy Ghost *
These wrote over a period of some
1500 years, . yvet we have one Book,
with a .well connected plan, from
Genesis to Revelation.

The theme of the entire Bible is
Jesus Christ, the Savior of men, in
the Old Testament He is foretold
and in the New “Testament He is
set forth, "We may not know all

that He did and said but we can

know the One set forth.

The one purpose or object of the
Bible is the redemption of fallen
man from sin—in the Old ‘I'esta-

ment this is in type or symbol, in

the New Testament it is realized,

The Bible is unlike any other
book. No other book has such
effect upon the lives of men, caus-
ing multitudes to give up cherished
sins and pleasures and even valued
possessions, that they might devote
theirlives inservice to Him of whom
the Scriptures testify. 1

" The Bible is adapted to all times,
ages, and conditions of men, and
makes known a God who satisfies
every need of all who believe, _

The Holy Spirit is the best teach-
er of the Bible (John 16:13-15), 1If
He is our guide and helper when
we study. and we teach or preach,
saints will be edified and sinners
will be counvicted and converted.
Study your Bible, freely using its
key, which is prayer, and your will
be able to detect and reject all the
modern theoriesand doctrines which
are not of God

If God, by the Holy Spirit, sends
His word thru us, 2s we teach or
preach it will not return unto im
void. But if we speak in our own

wisdom, will it gain anything for

God? _
Commentary—I. Tue Scripr-

ures IN THE HoME (Deut. 6:4-9; Josh.
1:8-9).

form a religions people who would
understand the unity of God and
realize th:e love of God in the heart.
To helpin keeping a sense of relig-
ion in their hearts and lives, they
were commanded to associate their
religion with all the affairs of life,
especially in the home; they were

to carry the principles of their re-.
ligion about with them, and to write-
them at the entrance to their

’

Deut. 6:4-9—The great.
purpose of GGod with [srael was'to -

" temple, the Book of the Law was:

s,

s

VLA v

7

bouses. I
We see here what God required
of those who were parents in [srael
when Israel was under the lav.V. d"}
you not think that even more 18 re-‘
quired of fathers and mothers 10%.
since we are under grace? J“Sq
think what a difference there WOUM‘
be, in so many ways, CSPeCi“")]
among the young people, if every
home had its family altar wher®
a portion of the Bible is read zm(l‘i
prayer is offered unto God everyT
day. You who are parents, do yoit
think that you can neglect )'-01"'?
family worship and escape punisb-
ment at the hands of God?
Josh. 1:8-9—Joshua was to kn(fﬂ,ﬂ
that his courage and hope of vic-
tory depended upon his never:
ceasing study of the Scriptl}re.ﬁ»f
to do according to all that is-writ.
teu therein. .
_If he would do this, God would’
be responsible to prosper him and
give him good success. ‘
TL. THE SCRIPTURES NEGLECTED, AND |
RESTORED (2 Kings 22:8-20; Neh. 8t/
1-8). Following twenty-nine yeﬂfsﬁ
ander good king, Hezekial, Israel
suffered fifty-seven years of bad:
government under kings, Manas?‘vel{
and Amon. So the boy king, Josiall:
must have found things in bad
condition, such conditions as pre- |
vail when God and His law are all,
but forgotten. During the years of |
neglect and misrule, until the eigh- ‘
teenth year of Josiali's reign, much’
bad, perhaps, gathered about the

lost, and the temple needed repair. |
When  this rubbish was cleared
away, the Book of the Law was_
found. By the law is the knowledg of
sin, so sin was discovered to this
young king and hispeopleand they é
heard the word of the Lord through X

i

H




_February, 1929.

THE FRE]}; WILL BAPTIST GEM 9

the prophetess Huldah and made a
«covenant to obey the law.
Neh. 8:1-8—When Nehemiah
~and Ezra came to Jerusalem during
the captivities to rebuild Jerusalem
and the temple and restore the wor-
ship of God they found counditions
very bad, due to neglect of God’s
law. Ezra read the law and the
people were made to understand.
‘This led them to confess their sins
and acknowledge the mercies of God
I1T. Jesus iv THE Oub TESTAMENT
(Luke 24:25-32). The disciples did
not understand the propesies con-
cerning the sufferings and death of
Christ, but on the day of the resur-
rection, as two of them journeyed
to Emmaus, a stranger fell in with
them and explained the Scriptures
to them concerning Christ. These
things filled their hearts with long-
ings upon’ which they meditated
till Christ revealed Himself tothemn.
IV. SearcniNg THE SCRIPTURES
(Acts 17:10-12). As Paul endeav”
ored to prove that Jesus of Naza-
reth was the Christ promised in the
Old Testament, and that He must
needs have suffered, the Bereans
searched the Scriptures daily to see
twhether those things were so.- Nat
only ministers, but all believers are

entitled and bound to search the
Scriptures. ,

V. THE VALUE OF THE SCRIPTURES
(Psalm 19:7-14: 2 Tim 3:14-17).

Psa, 19.7-14—Thelaw of the Lord
is perfect, sure, reliable, right, pure,
holy, and true. A knowledge of
His law dispels doubts and makes
wise the foolish or unskilled: it
brings joy to lovers of the Truth
and by the grace of God brings a
rich reward.  But we need God's:
grace to show us what we are and
what we ought to be.

2Tim. 3:14-17—Timothy is an
example of one reared in a Chris-
tian home where the bLible is read
and taught to the children, and
where the parents pray unto God.
Boys and girls brought uw in this
way receive impressions that never
leave them, If you are'a Christian
father or mother, God holds yoitre-
spounsible to teach your childrenthe
way of Life out of the Book He has
given The Bible is from God and
it is given for an important purpose.
‘The Scriptures are able to make thee
wise unto salvation.  All ‘Scripture is
given by inspiration and is profitable.
The 3 riptures teach, reprove, cor-
rect, and instruct, to each person as
their need may he,

Lesson VI

Textse Isa. 1:10-20; Ezek. 18:90.23, 27.32;
C16:11-24; Acts 2.3

Golden Text.—Repent ye, and be-
lieve the gospel. Mark 1:15.

Practical Truth.—Repentance and
faith are the essential elementsinre,
generation.

Topic.—The Way to Forgiveness,

Outline.—I. Israel exhorted to re-
pentance. IIL John the Baptist preach-
egrepentance. IlI. Jesus forgives sins.
1V. The case of the prodigal son. V.
Three thousand repent. VI, Faith de-
fined and illustrated. .

Introduction—All have sinned
and come short of the glo~y' of God
(Rom, 3:23). God. ... comandeth
all men every where to repent (Acts 17:
30). Jesus said, Except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish (Luke 13.3).
So all must repent or perish, God

-has sent His servants in all periods

!

Repentance and Faith

[Feb. 10, 1929.
Mark 2;1-12; Luke 8:1-14;

2.39: Heb. 11:1-10.

of history to call the people to repen-
tance. Good works, sorrow for sin,
making restitution are ali very good
in their place, but tirese of them-
selves can never save from sin.
By grace are ye saved though faith
(Eph. 2:8). It is faith in Christ that
saves from sin. It was [aith in the
Savior yet to come that saved peo-
ple in Old Testament times.

Commentary—I.  Ispar. Ex-
HORTED T0 REPENTANCE (Isa. 1:10-20;
Ezek. 18:20-23, 27-32). Although
Israel in Isaiah's day offered a mul-
titude of sacrifices, hrought obla-
tions, burnt incense, kept the new
moons and Sabbaths, spread forth
their feasts, stretched forth their,

hands toward heaven in pretended
prayer, nevertheless they were evil-
doers, and their hands full of blood.
Yet God calls them to cease from
evil and says unto them. Come
now, let us reasan logethey ..
though your sins be as scuriet,
they shatl be as white us snows
thowsh they be red like erimson,
they shall be as wool. I men
would but heed and consider what
God hath spoken, they would find
Him merciful and loving.. Scarlet
was the color.of Christ's robe when
bearing our sins. Rahab's thread
was scarlet.  The rabbins say that
the fillet placed on the head of the
scapedoat was scarlet, and that it
turned white after the high priest
had confessed his own sins and the
sins of the people over it. They say
that the miracle ceased foriy years
before the destruction of Jerusa-
lem—exactly when Jesus was cruci-
fied. :

The word scarlet in  Hebrew
means double-dyed, red refers to
blood. Ged. can rt:smre.‘_‘hc SNow,
and the wool 1o their undyed white-
ness. What can be whiter than a
soul made white in Jesus’ ‘blood:
what can be purer thzn a heart
made right?

Ezek. 1820-23, 27-32—The sowl
that sinneth, it shall die. Not
some other sou!, but the one that
sins shall die.  God does not lay on
any one the penalty of another’s
sins. Every one that continnesin
sin shall die because of his awn sins.
He that repents and receives the
righteousness of God shall wbide for
ever (1 John 2:17) It the right-
eous tns fram his righteousness
and commits ixiiquity, “for his ini-
quity that he hath done shall he
die.  All his righteousness that he
hath done shall not be mentioned.”
God has no pleasure in the death of
the wicked, but calls unto them to
repent and turn from their trans-
gressions. When men repent and
return to God, they manifest out-
ward fruits of repentance, and show
that God has worked something in
their hearts. Our God is able,
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II. JouN THE BAPTIST PREACHES RE-
peNTANCE (Luke 3:1-4). When John
the Baptist was about thirty years
old, the word of the Lord came to
him in the wilderness. Just how
long John had been in the wilder-
ness, alone with God, we do not
know. Nor do we know just what
God said to him. Any way John
understood what God wanted him to
do and was prépared for his work.

He was, “Thé voice of one crying
in the wrldernesa Prepare yé the
way of the Lord John preached
the “baptisin of repentance for the
remission of sins,” and baptized in
water, all them that repented, de-
clarmg that One mightier than he
was coming after him.
John understood or not that the One
coming after him must taste death
for every man, and that His blood
shed on Calvary, would wash away
the sing of all who repented and
believed in Him, he did know that
He woild baptize with the Holy
Ghost. ()therwue none could be
saved, for “wrthout the shedding of
blood i is no remrssron" (Heb. 9:22).

111 Jesus roncxvr:s sivs (Mk. 2:1-
12). That this man sick of the palsy
had faith to be healed we know,
because Jesas proclaimed his for-
giveness. The four had faith also,
for “Jesus saw their faith.” Every
one could see that the man needed
to be healed in body, but perhaps
110 one but Jesus saw hig greater
need. Jesus saw that hig g greatest
need was forgiveness of: sins, and
the man had faith to be healed, so
Jesus said unt him, “Thy sins be
forgiven thee” Afterward being
criticised by the ‘Scribes, He said
unto the Inan, “Arise, and take up

thy bed, and gio thy way mto tlnnt-

"

h()me

IV. Tue case or e ProbigaL, Son
(Luke 15:11-24). This father of two
sons represents God. The younger

son, true to human pature, became’
_control, and

impatient of paternal
desiring to be independent, sought
to be his own master. So the “fath-
er divided unto them his living.”
Thus God allaws man to engage in

Whether
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the thing that he thinks is better
than serving God, but the man soon
finds that he has exchanged a light
yoke for a heavy one.

Perhaps it didn’t go so bad with
the prodigal so long as his money
held out, but “when he had spent
all” it began to go bad with him.

"His money was gone and so were

bis friends. He must do something,
80 he hired to a farmer “of that
country,” who “sent him into his
fieldsto feed swine.” It got so bad
with him that he was glad to “eat
of the husks that the swine did eat.”
But “he came ‘to himself.” Multi:

tudes of sinners today are just as

bad off as this boy was: what a
blessing it will be to any of them’
when he shall “come to himself.”

The Father longs to- welcome His‘

wandering children home.

V. THREE THOUSAND REPENT (Acts
2:32-39). Peter.
the Holy Ghost, understood that the
“*Holy One” spoken of in Psalm 16,

wus none other than Jesus Christ;

the One whom God raised up. The

resurrection proves that Jesus is

Lord and Christ. David died and
his body saw corruption, but he died
looking for that

heing filled with’

“blessed hope.”’

“Christ the ' first fruits; afterward
they that are Christ’s at his coming.
Peter so preached Christ and salve:
tion by Him that “three thousand
souls received his word and weré
bepuzed.

VI. FAITH DEFINED AND rLLusrRA’rED
(Heb. 11:1-10). Faith gives sub:
stance to the promises of God whicl
we hope for, making them real to “5'1
By faith we are sure of eternﬂ
things; by hope we are sure We
shall have them. Since revelatloﬂ
deals with things spiritual and in-,
visible, faith 1s “the evidence ¢
things not seen.’ Such faith is il

ustrated i in the lives of Abel, Enoch,

Nuuh. Abraham. ‘etc

Plain Teachings—Repentance
is not wholly a New Testament doc-
trine: it is fundamental in the old
Testament.
God unless he turns away from sin.
God never intended that any should
live in sm. sin is always the’ “far
country” to the soul. The promlses
of good which sin makes are never
fulfilled.
acqualntance ‘with  God.
repentance
because all sin is agamst Gnd

Al true

Lesson’VII.]

Prayer

[Feb. 17, 1929,

loxts-—Gen 18:23.33; Ex. 32:31- 32; Neh. 1:4. ll Dan. 6:10; Mntt 6
6-15; Luke 18:1-14; John 17:1- 26; 1 Thes. 5:17; 1 John 5:14-15.

Golden Text.—If ye abide in me,
and my words abide in you, ye shall ask

what ye will, and it shall be done unto

you. John 15:7. o
Plnctlcnl Truth.—Power in the

Christian life is measured by the under-
standing and the practise of prayer.

Topic.—The Christian’s Prayer Life. !
.Qutline.--1. Intercessory prayer ill-.

ustrated. II. ‘The habit of prayer. 1L
Acceptable pmyer 1v. Importunnte
prayer. V: Jesus’ prayer of interces:
sion, VI. Confidence m\pruyer

Introductlon.——-We  may be-

lieve that the form of prayer Jesus.

mug,ht His dlscnples was the very
best.’
guage,

as “0, Lord.” 'In Old Testament

It was short srmple m ldn-”
In;
old Testament pruyerq God is not:
addressed as I‘ather but g,eneral]y'

times God was revealed as merci'
ful, gracious, etc, and prayer was
based on covenant with God. The

Christian's prayer 'is based on 8\‘
relationship. The believer is a child™

of God through the new birth (Jn.
3:3).

what he desires, Prayer then is:the

child's worship and petition. to. the
Father: it is the sincere desire -of
the heart, -uttered or. unuttered..
Right prayer~begins with worship; .

puts God's cause before personal in-

terests;
needs, leaving all to the Father's will.

‘No person'can turn to

True repentance Jeads’ ‘to |

must ‘be" toward’ Godj

It is just as natural for the.
child of God to talk to his heavenly:
Father, asking for what he feels the ‘
need of, as it is for the child to‘téalnlg_ﬁ
to his earthly father, asking for

'md petrtlons for’ present;

o e e
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Commentary-—I.  INTERCESSoO-
RY PRAYER ILLUSTRATED (Gen. 18:23-
33; Ex, 32:31-32; Neh. 1:4-11).

Gen. 18:23-33—Abraham’s iuter-
cession lere was very earunest, yet
was most unselfish  Six times the
Lord yielded to his prayer and said,
I will not destroy the city for ten’s sake.
This was not for Abraham’s sake,
but for Lot's sake,

x. 3231 32—\When Israel sin-
ned in their worship of the golden
calf at Sinai, and were about to be
destroyed by the Lord, Moses pre-
vailed in prayer for the people who

had sinned, asking God to blot his -

name out of His book, if the peoplc
could not be spaled

Neh 1:4- ll—Nehemmh hearing
of the sad condition at Jerusalem,
prayed and fasted,' confessing his
own sins and the sins of the people.
even reminding God of His promise
when the dispersed people should
turn unto Him. God answered his
prayer by putting :it into the heart
of the king to send Nehemiah to
build the walls of Jerusalem.

“*<11, THE napir of PRAYER (Dan. G:
10). When Daniel knew that the writ-
ing wad-signed, and that he could
have no poWer "to change it; with
his windows open toward Jerusalem, he
kneeled upon his knees three times a
day, and prayed. To Christ in the
heavenly Temple let us turn our
eyes in prayer, Daniel's prayer life
proved to the Babylonians that it
gave him power aud protection,
even against lions,

ITI. AccePTABLE praYBR (Mt 6:5-
15). The disciples had understood
that prayer was necessary, but be.
cause of what Jesus had said con-
cerning prayer, they were confused,
‘They were not to pray at the street
corners; making long prayers to be
heard of men, but to retire to a secret
place and pray to the Father which is
in secret.  We live too .much in the
presence of others to either think
or pray well. )

Luke states that the disciples
asked of Jesus: Lord, teach usto pray.
Jesus, who knew the thoughts and
desires of their hearts, knew also

their need. The form of prayer He
gave them is a model for all prayer.
It begins with worship (v9); peti-
tions for present temporal needs
(v11); asks forgivenessas we for-
give (v12): petitions for pardon,
cleansing and guidance (13). The
unforgiving heart shutsout God's
forgiveness (vs14, 15). ,
1V. ImporrunaTE PRAYER (Luke 18

1-14). Luke 18:1-8—This parable
of the unjust judge shows us that if
hard-hearted, ungodly men will yield
to thecry of the needy, a loving
heavenly Father will much more
hear the prayers of needy, sincere
hearts which cry unto Him. Their
accounts with the Father may be
sadly out of b'xl'mce yet Jesus says
He will bear long with them. I think
this parable refers to the Church
(the bride) in her widowed, oppres-
sed condition during the absence of
her Lord (the Bridegroom). The
parable begins *Men ought always
to pray and not to faint.” A very
fitting exercise for the Church. It
closes chertheless when the Son
of man cometh shall He find faith
on the earth?” Does He mean that,
in large measure hope of dehver-
ance aud fdlth in Christ’s commg

will nearly die out? ‘

Luke 18:9.14— The Pharisee
boasted of his merits, holding him-
self above other men; he was not
seeking justification, and felt no
need of it, The Publican felt that,’
if there ever was a sinner, he was
one. In his sense of shame and guilt
he sincerely prayed: God be merci-
ful to me a sinner. . The Lord heard
the Publican’s prayer but uot the
Pharisee's.

1 Thes, 5:17—In order to ‘n:joice
evermore we must pray without ceasing.

V. JESUS’ PRAYER OF INTERCENSION
(John 17:1-26). In one respect this
wonderful prayer of iuterc.es’xi'on is
unlike our prayers—Jesus 11'1d no
sin to confess. It contains four" peti-
tions for His disciples, and for uss
(1) That we mlght be one mth

Him: (2) that we mxght be kept
from evil; (8) that v»e m)ght be
sanctified; (4) that we’ xmght be

with Him finally to behold Hxs Fath-
er's glory. = Something to hve for.

VI. LnNFmNCE lN PRAYER (John 5
14-15). When we pmy i tlxe bp 1it,
we have conﬂdence tlmt God hears
us; and if we know that God hears
us, we know that we shall have the
thing asked for.

Lesson VIiI.j

Christian Growth

———

[Feb.l 24, 1929,

Texts:—John 1: :40-42;  Matt. 16:15-18; John 21:15-19; Luke 2:40, 62;
Eph. 4: 11 -16; I’hll 1:6, 9-11; 3:12-16; Col. 1:9-11; Heb. 6:1-8.

Golden Text.—But grow in grace,
and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 3:18.

Practicnl  "Fruth.—- Constant in-
crease in the knowledge of Christ and
growth in the graces of the Spirit should
be the rule in every Christian life.

Topic.— Conditions of Christian
Growth,

Outline.—1. First introductions to
Jesus. 1I. Peter’s confession. IIL

Peter’slove for Jesus. IV, Jesus’ in-
crease in stature and wisdom. V.,
Teachings concerning spiritual growth,

* -

Introduction. —Before there
can be any growth in the Christian
life, the Christian life must begin,
and begin with Jesus, ‘I'he natural
man has no understanding of God in
his heart, but at'the new birth Jesus

comes into his heartand he becomeg
alive unto God,

First of all we must receive the
element of Christianity into good
soil, then we must cultivate the
plant. We must pull up the weeds
of worldliness’ in the life if the
things of the bpmt are (o grow,
As weeds choke out the wheat, s
a love for worldly things will L]l()ke
out the Christian life,

Our golden text bids us Grow iy,
grace. We must grow'in grace or dje
spiritually, so to grow is to live,
Growth in grace may be slow, Lyt
be patient, God doesnlhurry Tt
takes four years fora horse o ma-
ture; twenty-one years for a mang
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one hundred years for an oak. The
horse began as a colt; the man, as
a tiny baby; the oak, as anacorn.
The great church of today. began
with a dozen fisherinen who.believ-
“ed in Jesus, ' -
It is the privilege 'md duty of
every Christian to grow in grace;

All true Christian life begins with
Christ in the heart and growth in
grace continues as long as Christ
remains in the heart.

One cannot continue in fellowship
with Christ and not grow in grace,
As well talk about living in the tor-
rid zone without being warm, as
about associating witly Him without
growing in knowledge of Him.,

Commentary. — 1. Fisr InTRO-
DUCTIONS TO . JEsus (John 1:40-42).
John and Andrew were the first
disciples to follow Jesus. The first
thing Audrew did was find bhis
brother, and bring him to Jesus. To
brmg others to Jesus is one of the
first marks of a Christian. Al real
teachmg and preaching is introduc-
ing others to Jesus

[. Perer’s conression (Matt, 16:
15-18). “The: Lord ‘would have an
expression from His' disciples as to
their conception of Him,
pointedly asked them. Peter’s.an-
swer, Thou art the Christ, the Son of
the living God, and the Lord’s Blessed
art thou, are rich in meaning. A
knowledge of Christ comes by the
teaching of - the -Holy.> Ghost;-and
such a knowledge is a-real blessmg
to the one possessmg it;

II1. PETER'S LOVE FOR JthS (Iolm
21:15-19). It says hére that Peter
was grleved because Jesus said unto
him the third fime, Lovest thou me?
Peter ‘had wept after denymg, his
Lord three times. Here Hé is three
times commanded to feed the Lord’s
sheep. Then after sliowing Peter by
what death he should die, He said
unto him, Follow me. Peter did love
Jesus and became His true disciple,
Peter’s life as a servant of Christ
shows us what we might bein the
service of God by makmg full sur-
render to Him, :

" knowledge,

so” He -

-1V. JESUS’ INCREASE IN STATURE AND
wispom (Lk. 2:40, 52). Jesus’ growth
in-stature and wisdom is a symbol of
a Christian’s growth in grace from
his conversion to the end of life.

- V.'*TEACHINGS CONCERNING SPIRITUAL
crowtH—The Lord provided for the
perfecting of the saints, for the work of
the ministry, for the edifying of the body
of Christ: and gave helps. These in-
clude apostles, prophets, evangelists,
pastors and teachers. God intends
that Christians shall “grow up into
Him in all things” (Eph. 4,11-16).

Paul was sure that He which had
begun the work of salvation in the
soul was able to finish the work. He
prayed for then, that they mightin-
crease in love, knowledge, and judg-
ment. Might this be for us too?—
(Phil. 1:6, 9-11),

Paul committed -himself to one
thing, forgetting all else that he
might reach the goal set for him
and win the race for eternal life.
(Phil. 3:12-18).

Paul prayed for the Colossians
that they might be filled with
wisdom, and spiritual
understanding; and walk worthy of
the Lord. Tms was necessary for
them: it is necessary for us today.

" (Col. 1:9-11).

.. 'The: doctrines and  principles

~.necessary to the beginning . of the
‘Christian life must be left behind

as we go on unto perfection. Heb. 6.1-3.

Peter’s last written word Grow in
grate, and in'the knowledge of our Lord
and Sav:or ]csus Christ, must be our
experience if we are to receive a
Crown: of llfe (2 Peter 3:18).

VLRNON, TEXAS, Jan. 15, 1929.

.I wish to say to the ‘many readers of
the Gem that I am delighted with our
new church paper, the “‘Gem,’’ I think
thatit is just fine, and I hope that every
Free Will Baptist will subseribe for it.

I am now away out in Northwest
Texas, holding meetings. I have been
holding meetings in the town of Vernon
and near to-the town of Vernon for
some time, We have had a hard pull
of it in the meetings, onaccount of bad
weather and lots of sickness. The flu
and measles and smallpox, and other
diseases are raging in this part of the
country and there has been many deaths

It has been almost impossible to get
people to come out to church, but wa
have been preaching to the few thak
did come, yet we have had some good
meetings and some professions.

Vernon is quite a large town. I held
the meeting in a community cburch
house. The Free Will Baptist have no
church in the town, but we expect to
organize in the near future. We nhow
have quite a list of names of people
who want to go into a Free Will Bap-
tist church, and as soon as this wave
of sickness is over and we can get the
people out, we expect to meet and or-
ganize and elect officers. A lot near
the main part of town has Deen bought
to build a church house on. Thelot
will cost $800.00 and is half paid for,
and quite a lot of money is pledged to
build the house.

I came here on the invitation of Eld.
J.A. Edmonson who lives here at Ver-
non. I was glad to meet with him and
be in his home. I have been well treat:
ed by him and his good wife in their
home. They are both fine Chnstmn
people Bro. Edmonson has done &
great work for the Lord in this part of
the country and many -souls have been
saved through his efforts. - I found him |
a fine man to work with in"the work of
the Lord. Eld. Edmonson’ has been &
faithful Free Will Baptist preacher for
many years.

Yours for Christ and the (.hurch,
Eld. T. C. Ferguson, Mo, St. Evangelist |
Ash Grove, Mo. -

Seper, Okla.
Continued from page 6.
Eld. Deskin is the faithful pastor.
I was indeed glad to meet lum and
his church.

Then we preached at Paden, Okla.
Had a good service. Was glad to
meet with this church and their |
faithful pastor, Eld. E. A. O'Donuell.
Iam well acquainted him, as I have
held revivals with him, and know
he does his best in the service of God-

We then visited a revival meet
ing at Pleasant Valley school house, |
near Beggs, Okla., conducted by Eld.
Howard and Eld Carver. Made an
attempt to preach that night. Had
a fine service, The revival 'spiril
was in the service, and’' God was
saving souls. ~ Was glad to meel
these dear brethren as well as: thelf
congregations. [ -

(Contnued next month) .. -+ |
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CHILDREN S DEPARTMENT

“Uncle Charley,”

Editor.

THE SINGING KING

Many, many years ago there lived
a little bhyv in a very humble home
with his futher, mother and broth-
ers. He was a very beautifd, happy
child, and always did his work
wiliingly, wud in a cheerful manner.

Wh:u he became old enough, his
father appointed him the care of the
sheep, because they were shepherds,
and too, one must be kind, gentle
and careful in order for sheep to do
well—vyou see, they are so much like
people, the more kind and gentle
you are, the more they love you and
respond to your call.

One day alion came to destroy the
flock, and the boy caught him by
the long hair on his chin and slew
him  Another day a big bear tried
to kill some of the sheep, and the
boy managed to kill the bear. For

these, and possibly many other
reasons,” his father loved him
dearly.

He spent much time in the apen
amid the green
grass, the flowers,
stars and the singing birds.
side of singing brooks, the lakes or
the sea, he caught the spirit of the
birds, the flowers, and the things
which surrounded his life and these
cnabled him to enter into the spirit

the trees, the
By the

of song. ~ Later he became known
as the sweet singer of Israel, or The
Singing King.

When he became older his hthel
sent himn to visit his brothers who
were with the army. While there
he slew the leader of the enemy
and won a great victory..

Many times he played upon his
harp to help people who were in
trouble, and often he played for the
king. He would play upon his harp
and sing of the flowers, the grass,
the brooks and the rivers, of the
mountains and the trees, about the
good people who were living. and
those who had passed away.

He would sing of the stars, the
sun and the moon. He became so
happy one day while singing that he
called upon the people to sing and
to praise the Lord with the-voice,
and with all kinds of music. He
finished his song by saying, “Let

everything that hath breath praise
the Lord.

When the king died this boy.

became king, and the people learned
to love him dearly.
Lovingly yours,
Uncle Charley.
P.S. I would like to hear from
all the children.
Address, Uncle Charley,
~ Box 1868, Tecumseh, Okla.

THREE ROADS TO HELL
By Eld. C. E. Mann.

Therefore hell hath enlarged herself
and opened her mouth without measure-

I want it distinctly understood in
the beginning of the discussion of
this subject that I firmly believe in
a hell, a place created for the devil
and his angels (Matt. 25:41), where
angels who kept not their first estate
are reserved in .everlasting chains
unto judgment (Jude 6), -and into
wnichthe wicked will be cast until

the day of judgment, and all the
nations that forget God (Ps. 9:17).

I understand that it is not popular
to preach on the subject of hell, and
too, some people don't like to hear
the term used, it is too much like
home. I am sure it is better to hear
the term now, and heed the warning
than to live eternally in the pres-
ence thereof. In kiscoursing upon
the subject at this time, I desire to
point out three roads that lead to
hell.

1st. Iinvite your attention to Mt.
7:13, “Broad is the way that lead-
eth to destruction " Here I find that
the entrance, and the way, is broad
enough to admit any cargo one
wishes to pass with, or carry on the
way. If T understand the term
broad properly, it would permit the
entrance of any life, unrestricted,
and ¢ begin a career of vice, sin
degradation and crime that would

lead to the destruction of the life |
and the damnation of the soul. For

exawmple, one might engage in gam-
bling, drink the bitter cup to the
dregs, or engage in dancing unti]
they pass the last stage, the red
light district, or in stealing umil
everything he comes in touch with
becomes his. In the broad way one
may engage in one or all sins, start
down the road to eternal death arfd
never put on the brakes.

2nd. I want to'invite your atten-
tion to a narrower way. “Queé thing
thou lackest” (Mark 10:21)." Here.
I desire you to notice one puts on
the brakes until he arrows the way
to just one path; whose end is sure
death.  The moral lile is a danger-
ous life. One may not only foo] oth-
ers, but he fools himself. Hundreds
of men profess to be moral men,
and hope their morality will atone
for their one or more sing.  Jesus
said, “One thing thou lackest,” and
Iread that “he that is guilty in
that which is least is guilty also iy,
much™ A noral nan will not steal,
A moral man will not lie. A moral
man will not swear. A moral- man
will not break the Sabhath. A
moral man will honor his father
and mother, and yet this is not all
of the moral law, but men will break
these daily and still profess to be
moral men. In the foregoing serip-

ture we have a young man who pro--

fessed to have kept the moral Jaw
coming to Jesus and asking, “What
must 1 do to inherit eternal life?”
In the first place this young man
was mistaken in his idea of Christj-
anity. He wanted to do, but God
wants us to live Christiauity, and
then we will do because we are liv-
ing. (Continued on page 15.)
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Discouragements of the
Evangelists

(Continued from page2)

got an answer to a singleletter he
wrote, and he was waiting all this
time, not knowing what todo. Some
of your preachers have been elected
vear after year as evangelists, and
never get a call to hold a meeting, or
get an answer to any letters they
have written to any one about
holding meetings.  Now this is not
treating a brother evangelist right.
Is it any wonder they quit? Now I
waunt to say this; If you don't want
these evangelists to hold your
meetings for you, don’t elect them.
And if they write you a letter, be
man enough to angwer it yes or
no, and then they will know what
to do

Then some of our churches,in"
stead of getting one of their own
evangdelists that they helped to
elect, to_hold their meetings, will
call'u preacher from another de-
nomination to hold their meetings.
Or they will pick up a tramp
preacher to hold their ineetings for
the'm, and pay them a big salary to
flo IF And they will go away, often
in disgrace, and leave the church
divided and in bad shape. Then
they will send for one of our own
evangelists to straighten things out
again, but they will hardly pay his
car fare 10 come and do it. It
seems like some of our churches
will pay more for a preacher to
come and tear up their churches
than they will pay for a preaclier
of their own to come and build
them up. This ought not to be. Let

us be loyal to our own men and our
own people,

Then some of our pastorless
churches would rather die than ask
one of our evangelists to come and

preach for them and help them
Out.

I'an not complaining of the treat-
inent of myself, but [ am thinking
of the other fellow, for I know that
some of my brother evangelists have

been treated shamefully along this
line. ' '

1 hope this article will cause us to
be more considerate along this line
than we have been, and encourage
our evangelists more, Let us treat
them better, pray for them and lend
them a helping hand, and perhaps
we can get them to do more,

Ash Grove. Mo., Jan. 10, 1929,

Hold Fast That Which is Good
(First Thess. 5:21, last clause)
By Eld. Edward Hilliar

I believe we should always go to
the root of things in order to have a
gsound basis upon which to build
eternal facts.  For instance, a wise
Master Builder never attempts to
erect “Piers for a bridge or a Sky
Scraper,” until he finds perfectly
solid rock. We must first find the
gource of Good. (Gen. 1:31) We
read these words, “And God saw
everything that he had made, and,
behold, it was very good.” “Hold
fast that which is good,”

Wasnot man included in the "very
good” things that He made?
Certainly be was: So also are these
words of Scripture from the same
source, given for our admonition and
guidance and instruction by the
Holy Spirit, the gift of God.
Therefore, may we not conclude
that it is impossible to find anything
whatever on the face of the earth
that is good except it originated from
the Eternal Father? '

Christ himseif sets up a standard.
Jesus was once approached by a
certain ruler who asked him saying,
“Good Master, what shall I do to in-
herit eternal life?”  And Jesus said
unto him, “Why callest thon me
good? none is good, save one, that is,

God.. ‘

Such a declaration should at once
cause. every. believer to meditate
seriously and - earnestly - upon
all things pertaining to life, as Jesus
only and alone knew the truth
about things . eternal.

“Hold that fast which thou hast.”’
—Rev.3:11. Behold, I come quickly:
hold that fast which thou hast, that
no man take thy crown (crown

-

i

of Life). The 3rd verse of Jyge
says, "It was needful for ‘& tO'
write unto you, and exhort you thgt
ye should earnestly contend for the
faith which was once delivered
unto the saints.” Beloved. lhis’
raises a question: Is it not possible
for saints to lose ground by wigh-
holding testimony through Jack
of faith, or fear of personal los8, ¢r
danger, even of life? Take for ip-
stance the case of Queen Esther
when Mordecai requested (Qlsa.
gave Hatash a copy of the deCree
given out to destroy the Jews in
all the provinces) her to IWaje
supplication to the king for ler
people.  She, fearing for her Life,
(for except the king shoud hold vut
the golden scepter, either man ox.
woman approaching the inver court
was liable to be put to death) Sepy,
a demurrer to Mordecai at ‘which
Mordecai sent Esther an answef, (a
wit;  “Think not with thyself that
thou shalt escapein the king's house
more than all the Jews. For if thou
altogether holdest thy peace at this
time, then shall there enlargement
and deliverance arise to the ews,
from another place; but thot and
thy father’s house shall be’ destroy-
ed: and who knoveth whether thon
art come to the kingdom for such
atime as this?” (Esther 4:13-14
Such loyalty, imperishable faith,
and clearness of vision! Surely the
angel presence of Christ the Lord,
our Righteousness had spoken tQ
him, “Fear not: for I have redeemed
thee, 1 have called tl}ee by Ul}f
name; thou art mine” Mordeca]
walked and talked with God, aud‘
God upheld him by His omnipotepl
hand. - He had learned the Jesson
of holding fast that which he
had, and became a mighty inter-
cessor and prevailed with God. H§
also found favor with the king, and
was great in house. The Jews wert
saved, and Modecai spoke peace 1€
all his seed. ‘

Let us analyze the teaching °1|
Christ, and compare the concepﬁ@i
and statement of Mordecai 14

|
|

Esther. Jesus made a declaratiol
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to his ' disciples: “Whosoever will save his life
shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my
sake and the gospel’s, the same shall save it.”—Mark
8:35. Mordecai’s faith saved Israel complete, including
the life of Queen Esther, whereas God would have
saved Israel—but Esther and her father’s house would
have been destroyed through unbelief.

“Hold fast that which is good.” We have
been dealing with the “Children until now—but if we
turn to the “Unregenerate” we stand amazed
dumbfounded, for we find in Romans 3:10 that there is
none rigeteous, no, not one. (11) None that under-
standeth, none that seeketh after God; (12) all have
gone out of the way, together become unprofitable;
none doeth good, no, not one. (13) ' Their throat an
open sepulchre; their tongues have used deceit: the
poison of asps is under their lips; (14) mouths full of
cursing and bitterness; (15) their feet are swift to shed
blood: (16) destruction and misery are in their ways;

(17) the way of peace have they not known; (18) there

is no fear of God before their eyes; (23) climaxing with
verse 23, “For all have smned and come short of the
glory of God.”  (24) “Being justified freely by His
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus”
“For by grace are yesaved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works; lest any
(an should boast (Eph. 2:8).

As we review the fearful arraignment of man in
the flesh, in his carnal state.
by Paul we feel as he when, from the depths of his

soul he cried out, “O, wretched man that I am, who

shall deliver me from the body of this death?” Through
sin we were dead.  Through the new birth we are re-
stored to sonship, and can sing:
O, safe to the rock that is higher than I;

My soul in its conflicts and sorrows would fly;
So sinful, so weary, thine, thine would I be:

Thou blest Rock of ages 1'm hiding in Thee.

Three Roads to el Continued from page 13.

A moral man is - a great hindrance tq LhrlStmmtv
because a lot of folkg will hide behind a moral man,
who would not think of taking a real broad way sinner
for an example. Whatever your idea of morahty is, Jesus
says it is not enough, and “Thou lackest one thing.” the

acknowledgment of Christ as Savior, and the recexpt of

His leadership. :
3rd. . The third way I desire to call your atteirtion
to, is that of good intentions.  Hell is being populated
with people of good intentions. 1 don't believe it is
the intention of any one to die and go to hell, but they
have put. off accepting Christ until the last call is
gounded, and they awake to arealization that “pro-

crastination is a thief of time,” and their last opportu-
nity has passed. Pilate (Matt. 27:24) had -good
intentions and washed his hands of the blood of
just man,” but the blood spots remained, and I
am mformed that he continually washed hlS lnnds

-Paul knew that °

as graphically described

“This

until his dying day. In Acts 24:25, Felix’s intention
was no doubt good when he addressed Paul and
said, “When I have a more convenient season,” butIdo
not read where the more convenient season was his.
God had said, “Today is the day of salvation,” ar{d
Felix failed to take advantage of “Today.” Aggrippais
quoted in Acts 26:28 as saying, “Almost thou persuadest
me to be a Christian,” and Paul replies, “I would that,
‘thou were not only almost but altogether as Iam.
‘almost persuaded, a convevlent sea-
son, a good intention,” only meant to be lost.

There are people here tonight who have good
intentions, they are just fine, they would set this com-
munity on fire for God, they would mean the life of the
church, but they will die, and the church and souls ’
will suffer unless you are willing to act tonight.

Subscriptions received from . December
13th to January 21st.

Anderson, Mo..—Mrs. Mary E Dawson Ri:; Mrs H
A. Wallis, R1.

Blue Eye, Mo.—Eld. Roaald Hollars: Ophelia
Collier. ‘

Bismark, Mo —EId. L. N. Beard, Box 58

Couch, Mo —W. H Blankenship.

Carlow, Mo.—Mrs. Olive Coberly.

Drumright, Okla.—Eld. G. H. Johnson, B1533

Easton, Mo —Orla Hadley, R2; Mrs. John Wuerfele,
R2; ‘W.R. Kerns, R2 .

Elvins, Mo.—Henry Bohannon, R1.

Flat River, Mo.—W. H Adams, 5435

Granby, Mo.—Eld. E. Hendrickson.

Harris, Mo.—Ellis F. Reger

Hannon, Mo, —C, W, Rickets, B13.

Idabel, Okla.—W. H Hunt, B734.

Liberal, Mo.—G. E. Wade.

Niangua, Mo.——Mrs. Willie Blackwell,

Picher. Okla:—Addie Simwons, 100 E. 12th; Mrs.
Rose Bond, 703 S. River St.;  Eld. E. C. Whitehead,
419 Emily, :

Pawnee City, Nebr —Eld. John H. Wolfe.

Springfield, Mo.—W. E. George, R6.

Sesser, llL.—EId. J. 1. Cross, B36; Eld. Chas. Porter
Box™ 391. ' ‘

S

~Sulphur, Okla—Eld. R. H. Emerson, 1292 Me-
Alister Ave.

Stewartsville, Mo.—Mrs. S. D, Kerns, R3: wW. H
Lewallen, RS.

l"eulmseh Okla.—Eld A. B. Epperson, Rev. H, P

- Hughbauks, Rev. J. R. Giddens, Mrs. J. E. Wlnte, MFS
- Mattie Hortoon.

Unionville, Ohio—Prof G. W. Lawrence.,

chtherby. Mo.—Geo. F, Fleming, R. 3 Virgil Mc-
Fee,R1; E.T. Blankemlup

Winston, Mo —Charley McFee, R2; Geo G. Smith

R2; Harry Kaufman, R2; J. A. Willmumun RZ C
E. Wllll(S R2.

Womham
B15, W. M.

Mo.—W. M,
Harris.

Ferguson, James W. Bxley
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Information

The Gem office is well prepared
to do your job printing, and that
at prices that are right.

We do minute work in first class
shape, and want your work.

We print letterheads, envelopes,
cards, circulars, posters, etc

Ask us for samples of any work

you are interested in, and get our
prices; perhaps we can make you
better prices than you can. get
elsewhere.  Give your publishing

house a chance to do your job.

printing; it will help us to mect
Our expenses.

Letter Heads
Printed on Hammermill Bond
Size 8% x11 inches

100 i 81,95
200 ...1.50
1000 . ..3.50
Eavelopes
Good envelopes printed as ordered
Size 6% .
100 > 8125
500 o ..2.25
1000 . ... ... ..3.50
10 inch sze
100 .. L8135
200 .. 170
1000 v 450
- When letterheads or envelopes

are ordered sent by mail, 25 cents
for each 1000 should be added for
postage.
Blanks
Size 8%x11 inches
Suitable for framing

Minister’s Ordination blanks, 10c¢
Minister's License blanks, 10¢
Deacon’s Ordination blanks, 10c

Evangelist’s Cert. of Election, 10c

If less than.5 blanks are ordered,
5 cents should be added for postage.
5 or more, 10c each, postpaid.

Minister'’s Annual Certificate of
Standing, 5c each, book of 50, $1.00,
postpaid.

Letter Blanks
Letter from a Churchtoa Q. M,
Y. M. or Association. Letter from
Y. M. or Association to State Asso-
ciation, 5¢ each, 6 for 25¢, postpaid.

Treatise
Treatise of the Faith and Usages

of the Free Will Baptlst 25¢ each,

postpaid.

—

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Here your Fifth Sunday Meeting,
Quarterly Meeting or Association
should be announced. Send in your
announcement.

Napoleon and the Conscript
There is a well known story told
of Napoleon the First’s time. In one

_of the conscriptiops, during one of .-
his many wars, a man was balloted:

as a conscript who did not want to
go, but he had a friend . who offered
to go in his place. His friend joined
the regiment in his name, and was
sent off to the war, By and by a
battle came on, in which he was
killed, and they buried him on the
battle-field. Somne time after, the
Emperor wanted more men, and by
some mistake the first man was
balloted a second time. They went
to sake him, but he remounstrated.

“You cannot take me.”

“Why not?"‘

“I am dead,” was the reply.

“You are not dead: you are alive
and well”

“But I am dead,” he said.

“Why, 1man, you must be mad.
Where did you die?” )

“At such a battle, and you left
me buried on such a battle-field.”

“You talk like a madman,” they
cried; but the man stuck to his point
that he had been dead and buried
some months. .

“Look up your books,”
“and sec if it is not so0.”

he' said,

They looked and found that be
was right. They found the man’
name entered as drafted, sent to the
war, and marked off as dead.

“Look here,” they said; “you did
not die; you must have got some one
to go for you; it must have been
vour substitute.” ‘

“I know that,” he said; “he died in
my stead. You cannot touch me; 1
died in that man, and [ go free. The
law has no claim against me.”

They would not recognize the doc-
trine of substitution, and the casé
was carried to the Emperor. He said
that the man was right, that he was
dead and buried in the eyes of the
law, and that France had no clalm
against him.

Thisstory may or may not be true,
but one thing I know is true: Jesus
Christ suffered death for the sinner,
and those who accept Him are free
from the law.— 7). L. Moody.

Blessed Ones .

“Blessed are the poor in spirit™
Matt. s5:3. }

The poor in spmt not only shall/ !
llave——thcy already have- the king- 1
dom: for theirs is the kingdom of heav
en.  The words, in spirit, definitely
designate those who in the-deepest
gense realize their greatest need.

The fact that it is generally the
“poor of this world” who are “rich
in faith,” partly explains why God’s
people are. called oppressed, poor, |
afflicted, hungry, naked, etc; while
it is often “the ungodly” who “pros-
per in the world.” Those rich only
in this world’s goods make a "vain
show,” and walk in darkness—the |
world is uoreal to them, and the :
view they have of themselves, an(
of things about them is false. 3

The poor in spirit are rich, being
enriched with the {ulness of Christ.
They are heirs of the kingdom and |
may have an abundant entrance:
This first beatitude is, perbaps, best
explained by considering it the result
of all the others. By mourning,; by
hungering and thirsting after right-
eousness, by being meek, and all the |

rest, the child of God becomes poof
in spirit.




