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MY MOTHER’S VOICE
Tonight, I hear my mother sing
Across the bridge of years;
And down Time's long, lone corridors
The tones return through tears:
“Hush, my dear, lie still and slumber,
Holy angels guard thy bed:
Heavenly blessings without number
Gently falling on thy head.”

Again it comes—that . echoed voice,
With other tones to me;

It is the shadowy Vesper time,
When loved ones bend the . knee;

“The day is past and gone,
The evening shades appear,

~

*.0Oh, may we all remember well,

The night of death draws near.”

'Tis Sabbath morning, still and fair,
The light falls o'er the hills:

And from the “family altar” band
Her' voice my spirit thrills:

“This is the day the Lord arose
So early from the dead;

And shall I keep my eyelids closed,
Or weaste my hours in bed?”

I heard her dear voice, even in death,
Close by the river, sing;
A chord of triumph thrilled the tones,
For “Death has lost its sting.”
“While I draw this fleeting breath,
"When my eyes shall close in death,
When'I rise to worlds unknown,
And behold Thee on Thy throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee."

And then faith takes its upward flight,

I hear her sing once more,

But now, beyond the bounds of Time,
"On Canaan's happy shore,”

With the unnumbered multitude,
That blood-washed, holy band,

‘Who bear their harps and sing the song,

* “Of Moses and the Lamb.”

—Contributed by Mrs.. O, T. Fast,

The Mission of the Ifoly Spirit in lhe “’011(1
By Mrs. MecAdams

We have a subject before “us of vast importance
and far-reaching. It embraces a work unde every dis-
pensation, beginning with the '.ﬁfrst cliqpter of Genesis.

We speak of the mission of Jesus i1 the world. We
speak of the mission of the apostles, and all'who have
been called of God; but to do jugtice to. each one in his .
place we must make a study of their lives. So it is in
the life and mission of the Holy Spirit. We like to ‘study
carefully His great work, ﬂSSlgned to Him by the heav-
enly Father. :

Gen. 1:2, 3 says: “And the Spirit of God moved up'
on the face of the waters. Aund God said, Leg,there be
light: anid there was llg,ht Again in  the sanie chapter,
verse 26, @od said, “Let us make man in our imager
addressmg the Son and the Holy Spmt The first chap-
ter of Genesis is like fertile soil in which seeds have
been planted.” God has His work; Jecus has His work;
the Holy Spirit has His, work " We watch'the work of

each one, starting as a seed cast into the earth, that
soon comes up and begins to grow. The plant puts
forth branches which bear real fruit. As time goeson,
from generaticn to generation, more is said of the Holy.
Spirit, but He, like Jesus, was not made manifest
until a set time by the God of heaven. As we are under
the dispensation of the Holy Spirit, we should make'a
study of His mission. The first work of the Spirit was
to assist in the creation. Second, He assisted in the
creation of man, The third work of the Spirit is to re-
prove the world.

- God said thru the prophet Joel, “And it shall come
to-pass afterward that I will pour out my Spirit.upon

. all flesh” (Joel 2:28). All flesh will be convicted of

gin-but.all will not be saved, for many will reject. On
the day of Pentecost this scripture was fulfilled. We
are told that about three thousand souls were saved on
that day but, no doubt, many were turned away from
the great reproving power that had so suddenly fallen
upon them. Another splendid scripture will be found in
John 16:8. “And when He is come, He will reprove the
world of sin and of righteousness and of judgment.”
No wonder we feel our guilt before God, when the Holy
Spirit flashes across our minds, showing -us our life of
sin that we have tried so hard to cover and keep hid-
den from all who know us. But this great person of
power begins His mighty work on our guilty conscience
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and proves to us that we are lost without hope, and
unless we repent we will be eternally lost. We could

never see ourselves as we are if it were not for the

great work of the Spirit. Men have been known' to
go for years under conviction. The blessed Holy
Spirit striving and pleading to get them to forsake sin
and turn to God. Just picture in your mind a
soul arrested by the Spirit of God pulling back and
saying, “T will not let God save me through the blood
of his Son.” while on the other hand we can see the
poor sin-wrecked souls, ruined by the fall, crying for
mercy, when the Spirit has shown them the horrible
future that awaits them, unless they forsake sin. We
must remember that the Spirit does not compel, but
" shows the lost their condition, and if the soulis willing
to be saved, how readily the Spirit passes them from

one kingdom to another; namely, the kingdom of dark-"

ness, to the kingdom of God's dear Son:
In the next issue of the Gem we will talk on the
regenerating power of the Spirit.
(To be continued) -
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THE BEAUTY OF A HEAVENLY LINK OF SERVICE _

Found at the_ Macedonia Gospel Tabernacle
Free Will Baptist Church
By Ora Mae McKinney Davis

Let us run with patience the race that is set before -

us.”"—Hebrews 12:71,

_ “Precious links of service for God,” that now
encircles the 6th Anniversary of Macedonia Gospel Tab-
erm.lcle, the Heavenly Link having been woven into “"the
ch?lrx of time” at 4301 North Broadway, a Free
Will Baptist Church in St. Louis, Mo. A precious, holy,
consecrated link of the “Gosprl chain” forms itself
aronnd the past six vears of time for God

Within the beaaty and glory of this “Link™ which

entwines itself around Feb, 5, 1929 we find the lives.

of Eld Edward Hilliar and his beloved wife.

Dear Bro. and Sister Hilliar, known of me for the
bast seven yeurs, as side by side we worked in Cottage
Prayer meetings, winning souls to God. ' Seven years
ago Brother Hilliar worked faithfully as a “servant of
the Lord” in the wission work, hospital work, out in the
by-ways and hedges and abroad, everywhere the voice
of the Lord bid him go. He is a consecrated man
of God, worthy of the calling wherewith God hag
called him. .

His wife, dear Sister Hilliar, is a sweet, consecrat-
e(_i. u}otherly woman. She too worked faithfully by
his side to save souls, and they both gave all they
hu'd to the cause of Christ. Jesus passed by and
suid to lh‘?"‘v "Come follow me, and 1 will make you
fishers of men,” and having answered the call, they
gave all—their home, earthly possessions, all they had

to follow Jesus, and He has made them fishers of souls,

They sold their home, and in this beautiful “link"jg
the founding of Macedonia Gospel Tabernacle. The
beauty of this consecrated “link,” with its service to the
glory. of God, has been woven into the “chain of
time"” by the hand of the Lord.

Brother and Sister Hilliar answered the call of !

God, giving all they had of this world’s posessions
to lay at the feet of Jesus, and having given their lives
a living sacrifice, a “link” has been woven around
Macedonia Gospel Tabernacle that helps to form the
“‘chain’’ of a Gospel work reaching from the days
of “Moses and the prophets” into our day, extending
on to a day of the coming generations, should the Lord
permit this wicked earth of sin and sorrow to stand
that long , o :

There is One whose sleepless eyes take in the ages
at a glance. Remember the former things of old when

He said, T am God and there is none else; I ana |

God and there is none lilke me. He it is whose
fingers take the rainbow, weaving a beautiful robe to
wave around the dying storm; pronouncing with
wonderful power and authority that never more will he

“destroy the:whole earth witha flood of water, but nexz
ot . .

with fire. .

Thrones have fallen; Empires have disappearedin
the march of the nations, bwr the Word of the
Lord shall stand forever. '

And so Brother Hilliar having been a chosen
vessel of the Lord. as a minister of the Gospel, and
Sister Hilliar giving her faithful assistance in this
sacred work of God, have chosen a good thing—a
noble, holy calling, which should bring much rejoicing
(Heb. 11:25), Choosing rather to suffer-affliction with

the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures
of sin for'a season.” 1I Cor. 6:4-10 “But in all things
approving ourselves as ministers of God, in much
patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, in
stripes, in impritonments, in tumults, in labors, in
watchings, in fastings; by pureness, by knowledge,
by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love
unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the power of God.
by the armor of righteousness on the right hand ang
on the left, by honor and dishonor, by evil repert and
good report. as deceivers, and yet true; as unknown,
and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as
chastened, and not killed; as sorrowful yet always
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having
nothing, and yet posessing sll things

The lives of Eld. Edwaid Rilliar and his dear wife |

will live on into the ages, and the work of Macedonia
Gospel Tabernacle will stand forever, because the word
of God is sure. Throughout the endless ages tu come,
the sweet voices of thuse who cutried the message of
Jesus will be heard down the corridors of time, and
the echoes will resound in eternity, for the word of God
will-stand forever. . (Continued on page 19)
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“Hitherto Hath The Lord Helped Us.”

1 Samuel 7:12.

Under the leadership of Samuel the Israelites were
holding a great national convention at Mizpah. The
Philistines were watching them and saw that the spirit
of religious patriotism was rising among them and that
they were preparing to throw off the yoke of oppression
and being anxious to crush it while they could, they
arrayed themselves for battle and went up against
Israel while they were in the midst of their solewnn rite.

The Israelites were afraid of the Philistines and,
being unprepared to resist them, they besought Samuel
tocry unto the Lord to save them from the hand of
their enemies. Samuel's prayers and sacrifice were
answered by such a tremendous storm of thunder und
lightning that the Philistines fled in terror. The Isra-
elites, recognizing the hand of God in their behalf rush-
ed after the fleeing enemy they had so much dreaded,
and gdained such a victory over them that the Israelites
had peace for twenty years.

After the battle, Samuel set up a stone and “called
the name of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the Lord
helped us.” No doubt Samuel remembered the many
times, places and ways in which God had helped him
and his people. He remembers the many victories God
has given them over their enemies, and now another
great victory is added, and he says, Hitherto hath the
Lord helped us.

As we look upon our work, our blessings, and all that
we have and are, and as we remember how we have
gone from conquest to victory in the name of the Lord,
we too, can say, Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.

We have had our Mo. State Association, in which
the spirit of religious patriotism arose, and preparations
were made to throw off the yoke of oppression Satan
was placing upon us because of our neglect to provide a
means of communijon among the many Free Will Bap-
tist groups, so that they might co-operate and work as
one. )

Prayers have ascended to our God and He has an-
swered. No doubt the prayers have been the fruit of
the Holy Spirit, and God has answered the prayer that
He inspired. Faithful ones have prevailed in prayer
for this one more needed blessing, and now we can say,
Hitherto hath the Lord helped ws.

Now that we have the “Gem,” and believe it to
be our means and opportunity for bringing help and
blessings to our denomination, it is also our responsi-
bility. While God is leading and blessing, let us be
used of Him for greater blessings.

We are thankful indeed to all who have helped to
make our paper what it is. Would like to write each
one a personal letter; we don't have time for that, but
we hope you will remember that we are thankful.
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Of Course We Will Move

Word comes from different sources
that money will be raised to pay the
expense of moving the press to
Missouii, and . word comes from Bm
Mann that money has already been
raised, and is in his hands, and that
he is carefully keeping the record
of all who contribute, so that in case
the money should not be used for
that purpose; it can be returned to
the diver. By vote of the committee
Bro. Maun will act as treasurer.

Iis letter to Miss Gates follows:

{rreentep, Bo.

Miss Wilma Gates,
(Pres of the Ever B
Stahl, Mo,

Dear riend:—-Please permit me to
cxpress to the itver Ready Class my
appreciation for the interest your
class has manifested in the Master's
work, as represented by the Free
Will Baptist Gein.  Your interest is
to be commended, and a worthy
example for the young people of the
State, 1f our young people would
respond as well from all parts of the
field as the flver Ready Class, our
highest hopes would bhe realized,

A donation, as sent by yourclass,
derived {rom your cutertainment,
and presented to e by the hand
of your worthy pastor, Elder J. F
Miller, from each church in the
State would not only insure the re-
moval of the printing office, but
would put our talked of orphanade
o a sure footing,

When your pastor in his plea
at the State 1\1&(’(1(1{’ for the es-
tablishment of a paper made the
statement that "My people have
never failed me,” T am sure he had

ady Class)

the Ever Ready Class as one of
those in mind.
I am herewith sending you a

receipt for the amount as delivered
to me by Brother Miller, and within
fiftecen minutes  thereafter, the
amount was deposited in the hank
as the first money coatributed for
the removal of the press. Should
the movement fail, the money willbe
returned, or disposed of according to
the will of your class.

Again expressind my appreciation
for the interest of vour class, 1 beg
to remain,

Your friend,
C. & Mann, Sec. of Publishing Com,

FROM THE FIELD

(T PESRE T

Soper, {dkia.

DReport of Iild. M. M. McKee, State
Iivangelist for Oklahoma, is continued
from the February issue of the paper.

We went from Paden to Drum-
right apz\in felt like detting home

again. Found another revival going
on, conducted by Revs, John and

Will Rean, assisted by the faithful

pastor, Rev. A, B, Talbert, This
charch has more young preachers
than any church T know of.  Wish

I could call each name, but it would
take too much space.  Was indeed
glad to meet them all, as well as
the bunch of co-workers. They are
really doing things for God.

next went to attend the new
First stsmn Association of Olda.
at Tulsa, lHere we met somany
preachers, delegates and people that
we couldn't call them all by name,
but will just say that wehada
real spiritual feast from the first
until the last.  We were glad to
meet them all, as well as their
faithful pastor, Rev. Bingham.

We then held almost two wecks
meeting at the Garden City church,
West Tulsa. Had several conver-
sions. We enjoyed being with these
dear people in the service of God,
and meeting their faithful pastor,
Rev, Wilson, He is just a young
preacher, but his life is in the
work. We are proud of him,

We then preached three nights at
Beggs. Okla. Had (ine nttention and
dood crowds, and was proud to
meet these people again. We have
been at this place before, and was
so glad to meet our dear old Brother
J. M. Roberts and wife and have
them with us in the service of God,
also to meet the faithful pastor,
Rev. Carner.

We

March, 1929,

———

We then came by Darwin Qxle
Visited Bro. H. C. Croger and wif]
and other friends and relatjyes
Was glad to see them all. M
singer, Bro. Marlin McGee, left m
here, as he lived at this place, an;
was selling out to move to AtwgoC
Okla. Don’t know when he will jol
me adain. He dot moved all righﬂ

and is now attending a musi
school at Hartford, Ark. Marlip |

a fine Christian boy and a goo,

sinder Was indeed glad to hav
him with me.
I then hit the trail all alone

Came by Soper Okla. for ashol
visit with father, mother daughte
brothers and sisters. :

T next went to Denison, Texa{
Was glad to meet these good peoI)'
adain, and proud to sec the WOI
still advancing at Denison. The§
have built a new church there, an
are really doing things for Go¢
Sister Tommie Franklin is the
faithful pastor.  She has ber life 1
the work. Was glad to meet her an
her church.

I then went to join our belove
brother, Rev. W. A, Hearron, at ot
Goldsby Church near Purcell, Okls
After enjoying two good service
with him and his church at Goldshy
on Saturday night and Sundayz
eleven o'clock, we began a 10v1val<
the Bryan Church near Lindsay
Okla. This meeting continued o
most two weeks with fine interes
and good crowds. There wer
several conversions. Was glad t
meet these good people, as well @
their pastor, Rev. Hearron. He is
fine preacher.  He left before th
meeting closed. Rev. Woods, on
of our preacherg, come - down all‘,
was with me the last few servicet
and also preached a few nights aft€
I left. T was glad to meet him too. |

I then went back to Drumrightt
attend our State Association.” Ther
I met oue of the best bunch U;:
preachers and delegates that I evt
met in our State}Association. Th
meeting was just a spiritual feasj
from start to finish. Here th€‘1|
clected me state evangelist. T fel

t

(Continued on pade 9) '
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To the Editor and Readers of the
. W. B. Gem I certainly was
pleased with the first issue of our
new paper, and enjoyed reading the
reports and articles from the differ-
ent parts of the field.

The Lord is blsssing the efforts
of His people in this part of the
vineyard in a wonderful way; asin
many places at present an unusual
amount of sickness prevails here
and many deaths, so there are
many opportunitics for reaching and
holding the sick and needy ones thru
praver and otherwise

We are justly proud of our Free
W, B. Church here at Desloge, orga-
nized last apring with fourteen
charter members, and pow num
baring a few more than one hundred

We have sunrise praver meetings
each Sunday morning, and our reg-
ula* orayer mezetind
evening.

Our Sundav "School has inereaged
in numhers and interest, alen th®
T.eadue is very -interesting, having
thirtv.ajoht memhers.

Wednesday

We arrande
ot nradrama, often yueind juet the
Bible, suhject ia salected. manv
rafarencea are found, several papers
written hrinding out thots on the
lacenn, an all are learning much
ahont the dear ald Rible,

Tf van have nnt ordanized =
T.eadua in vour church, juet trv it

ont, Tt ic educating, and a char-cter

huilder when econducted in the right -

wav, s

The ladies of the chureh are arga-
nized for Home Mission wnrk, have
raised funds ta help finance the
work, and minister tothe needy. We
want our motto ta be, ‘Do all the
gnod vou can to all the peaple von
can in all the wavs you can,” which
is the Chriat spirit.,

Sister T.izzie McAdame
nNastor

is our
We ask all wlio read this to
nrav that the work may ever go for-
ward —Anna Reed.

Myrtle, Mo

Dear Editor of the Gem:—Will en-
deavor to say a few words in regard

to our grand paper. 1 just think it
a real God given avenue through
which we shall be able to gdet ac-
quainted with each other. I have
felt this a great need.

I feel that it was a great privilege
and blessing to meet all the good
brethren in our State Association
near Plattsburg, Mo. Real glad to
form acquaintance with our moder-
ator, T. C. Ferguson, and cletk, Bro-
Davis, and delighted too, very
much to cast in my little mite in
helping to get started such a grand
paper and edited by such a God.sent
man as Elder Brown., May God
bless the good woerk, and help us
all to do our best.

[ am pastoring four churches

Bro Brown, you will find inclosed
check to pay for our sub.  Would
have sent it soorer, but sorry to say
we have been down with the {lu
very bad, but the good Lord has
been with us, and we are on the
road to recovery. Pray for us, and
may the Lord bless you in all your
efforts, and may the dood little Gem
continue to be a success.

Hope to meet you again.

(Eld) H.C. Crase
Stella, Mo.

Dear Editor and readers of the
Gem;—Just a few lines to show
that I am interested in God's canse.
As far the little ‘Gem” 1 can't ex-
press how proud I am of it, and how
I enjoy reading it

[ was converted two vears ago in
an old time revival at Jones' Chapel
coducted by our pastor, TId. Winford
Davis. It seems 1 havn't done much
in the work but my greatest desire is
todo more for the upbuilding of
God’s Kingdom, and
nation in the future.

We have just had a wonderful
revival at Jones” Chapel, conducted
by our pastor, Eld  Winford Davis
and Eld 0. T. Allred.  We certainly
had the Lord with us. Saw sixteen
souls gloriously saved and sixteen
additions to the chuorch.

I wish to call the young people’s
attention to the Free W. B. League
work. We have a very gocd League

our denomi-

~paper because it is small.

at our church, but let us strive to
make it better, and put it over the
top. [ firmly believe that the

"world’s greatest need is for more

firm young Christian workers.

More leaders and more workers is
what our denomination needs. We
know it takes both old and young to
make a success. My earnest pray-
er is that we may see a greater work
done than ever before, among s,
the Free Will Baptist people.

May the Lord bless the good
editor and all is my prayer.

Edna Eaton.

Myrtle, Mo,

Dear Bro. Brown and “Gem” read-
ers: ] have just received and read
my second issue of 1he Gem, and
will say that every article in it has
been a feast to the soul, and I for
one am so glad that we, as Free
Will Baptists, have a paper started.
I hope we will make it a success,
because if we should fail it would
be to the ridicule of all our enemies.
Brethren, our cause will be just
what we make it. I wish I could
see the names of every member of
Cave Spring Association on the list
for the “Gem.”

I talk to some that object to the
We were
all small when we came into this
world, and if we had not been
helped. we would not have gone
far, Every other denominaticn in
the country has its printing press
and why should not we haveit.
Brethren, we have worked up to the
point that we can build, if we try.
But just a little will
hinder.

Yours for the Kingdom,
T. J. Dunkin.

Monett, Mo.

Dear Editor and Readers of the
Free Will Baptist “Gem."—TFor the
first time in life. this morning, I
feel impressed to try to write a fev
lines for the paper, as we think it @
wonderful paper, and certainly d¢~
enjoy reading the meny gocd letter

stinginess

me
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from our friends and
ministers, some that we are person-
ally acquainted with.

While sitting here all  alonc,
thinking, praying for our own dear
preacher boy, we are made to
wonder how people can live out in
sin and be so hard-hearted, aud the
poor ministers going to and fro, in
the cold and in the heat, toiling and
so earnestly pleading {or their soul's
salvation, and they just scem to
turn a deaf ear to their pleading.
But there is a time coming in the
near future, when they will wish
they had heeded the warning of the
preachers O, what a crying there
will be for the rocks and mountains
to fall upon them, and hide them
from the face of the Lord May
God pity such an one.  But the
Seripture says, “Eoter ye in at the
stieit gate; £rr wide is the gate and
broad i1s the way (hat leadeth to
destruction and many there be
which go in thereat: because strait
is-the gate and narrow is the way
which leadeth unto life, and few
there ba that find it, This Scripture
brings a picture to my mind I can
see a long path which starts at the
foot of the mountain. [ can sec
fuortprints  from  every direction,
and they—a few of themm—are Jead-
ing toward this strait path at the
foot of the  mountain, . but the
most of them are turned in anothey
direciion.  They seem to Lie going
toward another path. It is an easy
walking path or trail, with 2!l kinds
of amusements and  places for
entertainment. These are all locat-
ed in the path for the conveni-nee
of the traveler. e doesn't have to

goout of the way to seek these
pleasures.  They are all in the
_path.

While looking at this path Isee
thousands, yes millions, walking
along, szemingly cnjoying all the
pleasures and amusements. 1 ook
again and at one place numbers of
these people are dancing, at anoth-
er place they are playing cards, at

-another I see drankards coming out

farther on a
mAany bathers,

and
with

saloons
1non]

of the
bathing

brother

and it is Sunday. Some are playing
the Sunday base ball game, others
are in the vaudeville and moving
picture shows. But the saddest
picture of all is to see & nice building,
purposed to be a church, the women
members playing rook, bridde, and
such games, and their husbands are
down at the gambling houses
playing cards, which is worse.

I now lock still farther down this
wide path, and oli, what an awful
sight! Tt is true that these people
are going to meet the same doom
as the ones I see at the end of the
wide path, where people have step-
ped off into a burning hell.  Oh,
friends, let’s rescue as many of these
people as we can before they det to
the broad road. Let’s try to lead
them from that path.

Now let us see what is going on in
the narrow path which is leading
up the mountain.  Those few that
have turned their footsteps toward
the narrow way and are ready (o
enter in, seem striving. hard to en-
ter in.  They must repent and

telieve on Christ.  These people are
working, praying. and I seea sign
up over the gare—Ilis sign ~—telling
us we must sacrifice our all Lo God
in order to cater. The sign over the
wide gate merely says, Walls in.’
People can sit down on the stool
of “do-vyothing” and it will tuke them
down the wide path;  but not so in
the narrow path. This path 1 find to
be rough. It leads straigihit up the
mouutain, instead of winding around
as the wide path does. Many stones
are pitched into the path for us to
We must step over
these stones to overcome tempta-
tion. S.me of these stones are too
large for usto get over by ourselves.
What shall we do? Tuarn back? No,
nevert What then?  “ofsk
e shall reesine Ol that is Jesus
speaking.  Now, by [IDs help, we
can overcome these obstacles

I have entered this path vears
ado, and as Tonk abead I'see others
who ltive heen in this path longer
th have, who are climbing still
hidher.  Along with me are some
whn entered the gate when 1 did,

stumble over,

nd

others entered later and are comins‘\‘
along, praise lis name? I see som

of these veterans of the cross arg
nearly ready to go over the top }
They have been on this path fo:@
years. [ wonder if I know anxn
of them?  Yes, verily, T should say
I do! Some of them are almos
ready to step over the top Wha
are they saying? "We are not tirec]
of elimbing up this Way.”

-

Young friends, we are nearly
“ulv to go into Paradice wit)
Jaru Come on! Come on! Clim¥
ln“her Just hold to Jesus' han ¢

and some day you willreach the toy
of the mountain. Let's put ou,
trust in Jesus and he will help us te
hear our trials and persecutions, fo,
we realize that they are many. Bu,
just a few more years, and it wil
all be over.  Then t'e good Lore

will say, "Come up higher. You,
work on earth is done”  Oh, tha,

will be such a happy meeting, tc
meet father, mother brothers efe
ters, and two of my own deay
children, and a host of friends apti
loved ones  Praise His dear nape
So let us live for Jesus a few
days and it will all be finished
Yours as ever,

mofe

Mrs Asberry Davis, percopal
acquainted with Bro. B F. Brown
our vditor

We have no excuse, but a real

good reason for the paper hicing laty
this issue.  The editor has beoely
coufined to the house with flu foxs

more than a moiath.  Mrg, Bmwn!
kept doing what she could, an@
finally, on March 4th we got helpd

This is March 11th, avd we hope
mail out the paper tomarrcw, Tl
editer is now able to he in the (fIjees
part of the time, and lLopes (o b
able o taks up bis worh agait)
so0m, L

We are corry to disappoint yotl |
but we hope you will bear with vs
and pray with us, and for us.

Just received word of the deathy
of three of our preechers, Lld. DT
Mansker of Paden, Clla; Eld A L_
Brovles of Oaklaud, Misscuni, aptd
Fld . C  Whitehead of Picher
Oikla  Obituaries in nextissue, l
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Vernon, Texas

Vernon now has a Free Will
Baptist Church, just organized. Ver-
non is a good- sized town in the
North west part of Texas. It has
two railroads, the Ft. Worth and
Denver and the Frisco, and is the
county seat of Wilbarger county.

For several years Eld. J. A. Ed-
monson has lived at Vernon and
has preached in and around the
town, and God has wonderfully
blessed his labors, and about a year
ago he felt moved to try to organ-
ize a Free Will Baptist Church in
Vernon. Then last June or July he
had Eld. T. H, Newsom of Buffa-
lo Springs, Texasto help him in a
meeting. The Lord blessed the meet-
ing and several names were secured
toward the membership of a new
Church.

Then about Jan 1st of this year
he sent for the writer, Eld. T. C.
Ferguson, of Ash Grove, Mo. to
come and help him in a meeting
We had a hard pull of it, on ac-
count of bad weather and so much
sickness, but we had some fine
meelings and a lot of real bright
c mfessions, and several more names
of people who wanted to go into a
Free Will Baptist Church at Ver-
non

On the evening of Jan 27th we
met at the home of Bro Willcox and
Eld. J A. Edmouson, myself and
others organized a Free Will Bap-
tist Church with thirty-seven (87)

members. We elected officers and
ordained the deacons, and the
Church called Bro Edmonson as
pastor,

Bro. and Sister Scott who went
into the new Church are very old.
He is about 95 and she is about 97

I baptized eight people one cold
evening when the ground was cov-
ered with snow.

The Church tras purchased a lot
nearly in the heart of the city, at a
cost of $800.00 on which to build a
Church house.

The church met at Eld. Edmon-

sou’s home a few nights after or-
ganizing and partook of the Lord’s

Supper and engaged in the ordin-
ance of feet washing; Sixteen took
part in feet washing.

Since I have been here we have
held meetings in a community
church house in private houses and
in school houses in and around the
the town of Vernon, Now we are
holding meetings in a dance hall
which has been abandoned by the
dancers. One section foreman on
the railroad says that all the men
in hiscrew have been converted in
these meetings, I think there are
five men in his crew,

I am glad | have met Bro. and
Sister Edmonson and been in their
home. They are fine Christian
people and have made me feel at
home. Bro. Edmonson isa good
singer as well as a good preacher
and has a host of friends in and
around Vernon. We beljeve that
he and the church will do a great
work for God and the salvation of
souls.

I am still proud of the Gem our
beloved chureh pajer 1 hope it
can soon be moved to Mo. The Mo.
State Association started this paper
at its last session, Some may think
this is a new thing; just sprung up
last fall. 1 wish tosay that it is
not, for many people in Mo have
been agitating the starting of a
paper in Mo. for years.

Pray for us and our work and
church at Vernon, Texas. [ expect
to return to Mo. again before long;

Your Bro. in Christ,
Eld. T. C. Ferguson
Mo. State Evangelist
Ash Grove, Mo.

Monett, Mo.

Well I will endeaver to write
a few lines to the “Gem”" [ just
closed a two week's singing school
at our new Church at Blue Eye, Mo.
last Friday night, the 18th we had
an enrollment of 33, all took great
interest, and I think it will be a
great help to us there in the work

They have the new building there
just about completed, were working
on the seats when I left  We have
electric lights there now which is

a great help I wish all our Churchies
had good lights and a good stove.
They are two very necessary things
in a Church. You seldom see a
good service in a cold house or a
dark house. There's nothing the
devil hates more than light and
heat. '

Eld. O.T. Allred and myself are
ina meeting now at the Jones
Chapel Church,in Newton County.

We are just beginning and propects
are fine.

Well every one seems highly
pleased with the “Gem”: while I

have heard several express them-
selves this way; “It sure is fine if,
it will just hold out.” Well what
is necessary that it might hold out.
If you don’t send in your sub will
it hold out? If you don’t ask your
neighbor to subscribe, will it held
out? If you never send in an article
tothe paper, will it hold ow? If you
never have an encouraging word
for the editor, but a knock instead
will it hold out? We know what
it will take to make it a success,
don’t we? Then let's help the editor
(Continued on Page 16)

MONETT, MO.

Dear Bro. Brown:—Received the
second issue of the Gem, nlso the
sample copies, for which I am
thankful, as I had been wanting
some sample copies to hand cut to
those who were not getting the
paper.

Will tell of the revival at our
Jones’ Chapel Church, where Bro.
Winford Davis and I have been for
the last two weeks, the meeting
closing Sunday night. God wondcr-
fully blessed sixteen sculs, most of
them being he:ds of families, sixteen
united with thechurch—11 of them
to be baptized in the near future—
and one brother, George Garner, ac-
knowledged his divine call to the
ministry. The power of God was
certainly felt in that communiry.
The revival—as all revivals do—
came as the result of a united effort

and sincere prayer to God. A real
union and spirit of brotherly kind-
ness existed during the entire
meeting.

May God bless the editor. and
readers of the Gem.-Eld. 0. T. Allred >



St Kouwis, Blo.
Dzar Bro Brown:—

b will give you a brief outline of
the bedinuing of our work in St
Louis. If you think it worthy, 1
would be glad to see it come out in
the Gem.

In the spring of 1925, I was led by
the Spirit to resign my work as pas-
tor of the New Harmony Church a
Greentop, Mo, and return to Saiut
Louis for the purpose of organizing
a Froe Will Baptist Mission.

Lieft Greentop on April 6, 1926,
arrived at St Louis Apr. 7th.  Soon
after detting settled I bedan a syste-
matic canvas for Free Will Baptist.
I soon located Bro, Henry Rice and
family who were members of our
Flat River Chureh, and through them
I learned of others from the Lead
Balt

One bright sunshiny Sunday morn-
ing I heard my door bell ring and
when [ answered the call, to my
great surprise, I found our beloved
Brother J. M. Henderson standing
on my steps. DBrother Henderson
stayed with me all day, and we tall-
ed over our plans of organization. I
want to say just here that Brother
Henderson was then as now, an  or-
dained minister of the Gospel.

On the second Sunday in Junc
1926, it my memory serves me right,
we et at the home of J. R, Hugh-
es and organized a “Free Will Bap-
tist Mission,” of seven members.
Following is a list of our Charter
Members:

Brother J. R. Henderson, now a

deacon of our Church.

Brother Henry Rice,

Brother Henderson,

Rev. W.C Hill.

Mrs J. R. Hughes,

Mrs. Henry Rice,

Mrs. W. C i),

PLAN OF ORGANIZATION

We appointed a business commit-
tee of five, three men and two ladies
All monies collected and expended
passed through the hands of this
committee. The pulpit was to be
supplied by the preachers approved
\by this committee. No preachers

THE FREE WILI, BAPTIST GEM

were to be amember of the commit.
tee.  We all pledged ourselves hea-
vily to the financial support of the
worlt, and paid our first installment
then and there. The following week
the business committee made anote
and borrowed $50 00, reuted the
buildirg where we now worship,
and purchased lumber to make
seats, and we all metevery evening
after coming in from our work and
niade the seats and prepared  the
place for worshin.

Two weeks from our organization
we had our first service, God pou-
red out his Spirit upon us  We had
converts right along almost every
tiine we met. Our first two con-
verts were  Catholics. Onr  first
Baptisin was a Mexican Catholic.

Soon after our organization T was
chosen pastor of the mission. Be-
fore I forget, I want to say that we
have never had any trouble infina-
neing the work, It is all done by
free will offerings.

I was at that time, as I am now,
working for the Fisher Auto Body
Cowmpany and could not work and
hold a meeting at the same time,
so we got brother J. L. Yancy of
I'redericktown, Mo. to hold us a few
nights meetings, which were a great
help to our work, but did not result
in any additions to our mission.
Brother Yancy's preaching was to
the point and laid the foundation
for meetings that followed. Later
on I wrote Brother T. C. Ferguson
and induced him to come and hold
sonie meetings, which resulted in
the converson of about fifty souls,
among which were my two young.
est boys, and Brother ITughes entire
family who were old enough to give
their hearts to God, Brother IHen-
derson also had some loved ones
saved in these meetings.

At the close of these meetings
Brother Ferguson organized “The
First Free Will Baptist Church of
St Louis, Mo.” with membership of
forty four. This was on February
28, 1927.

At this point we would like to
drop back and mention some of our
prominent helpers in the work The
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first we mention our dear Broth{
Henderson who often preached f
us, and brought some splendid Bib
messages.  Shortly after we orgal
ized our mission 1 became acquain,
ed with Mr. Jack Barrows the Pres
dent of the Magno Medicine Com{
any of 1515 South Broadway or
he and his companion became 1
terested in  our work, and sist
Barrows, being an acomplisbed m
sician was soon induced to tﬂ]'}
charge of our instrumeuntal musi
which position shestill holds. Sist:
Barrows, soon after becoming oy,
of us, organized our Young Pcopl{‘l
Union with an enrollment of (31
thirty-one members. This mov“
ment has produced far reaching r
sults, which we appreciate mo
than languagde can express. Shor
ly after sister Barrows cast herl
with us I was invited to preach
sermon for the Nazerine Brether
and at that time forined the acq!
aintance of Prof. Smoot an acoinp!
shed singing teacher and evangelis
I prevailed upon him to come at
take charge of our singing class. H
had charge of our class for aboy
one year, and no one can overest
mate his value to our work. e

not with us now and we miss hi
so much. lHeis out in the We
end of our city in the Lord’s servic

We willnow call your attentic
to some of the things acomplishe
under the pastorate of Brother Joh
Francis who suceeeded me. Brothy
Francis was pastor of the Churd
during the conference year of '
and '28. He is one of our mo;
promising young men e acomy
lished a great work, a goodly nunj
ber of additions were made to o0V
Church membership, and a buildit
committee, or more properly spez}
ing, a finance commitiee was a1
pointed and a building fund starte
which is steadily growing. .

This Church has ordained f{ou
splendid men to the Gospel Mink:

try and licensed to preach the Goy
pel four others.
Brother Mike Cleaver one of ou
(Continued on Page 16)
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Soper, Okla.
(Continued from page 4)

that they had sclected one of the
weakest preachers of our denomi-
nation to represent the great state
of Oklahoma in the evangelistic
work. 1 had promised to hold two
revivals in Missouri, so I.could not
accept the work at that time, So
I left the State Association and
went to Flat River, Mo. to begin a
revival here on the 1st of November
and met Rev, McAdams and wife,
Sister Auna Reed and many others,
ready for the battle.  Will say that
the meeting was a real success in
every way, uot as many conversions
as we hoped for, but we felt that the
meeting was crowned with success.
Rev. McAdams surely has a fine
bunch of people to work with, and
they know how to make & person
feel at home. This meeting went on
for a onth and two days, and then
I didn’t get Lo visit all the homes. 1
gurely felt at home among these
good people. They, with their
faithful pastor, are planning on
building a new brick chureh at this
place. [left there hoping 1T would
get to go back some time and finish

my visiting. I shall never forget
those good people.

We then began. a revival on
Monday night at Sister McAdams’
church at Deloge, three miles north
of Flat River, Here we met another
fine bunch of people already orga-
nized aginst sin and the devil and
the fight was already going on. Souls
were already being saved, so we just
went to work to help them out.
Was surely glad to meet these good
people in God’s rervice, We only
stayed here three. weeks. The
meeting began in fine -spirit and
closed in fine spirit. I was indeed
glad to meet all of these good people
and see the great interest manifest-
ed in the service of God. They are

-« teally doing things in God's service.

They have a nice church here and
parsonage too- The IHome mission
workers are doind a great work in
Missouri as well ag in Okla. Was so

glad to meet all-of the dear -people -

everywhere in the service of Cod.
The meeting at Deloge hadn’t closed
when I left. The faithful pastor
Sister McAdams was still carryingit
on. Had several conversions before
Ileft, and people were shouting
victory over sin. We had the
privilege of preaching in the shops,
mills, and -under ground in the
mines, also hearing Rev. and Sister
McAdams preach in the shops and
mills. Was glad to meet these dear
men that are laboring in_ these
places. ‘

As T closed my part of tae
service at Desloge, the people there,
and many from Flat River, came
over and pulled a real surprise on
me.  Sister McAdams said they
had heard some things about me,
and they wanted some witnesses to
prove it. Soshe called three men
up to witness. Then, after she had
made a fine talk; she said . .that, “to
show their appreciation to me for
my earnest efforts’ in the gospel
ministry they wanted to present me
a nice overcoat,”” and had two of the
men put it on me to see if it would
fit. And, believe me folks, it sure
was a nice fit and a fine coat.” I
surely was proud of 7it. [ dida’t
have words to express my thanks

“and appreciation to them for their

kind thought of me, but told them I
was going to tell onthem, and !
have been telling it everywhere |
go: ‘and now D'ni telling it through
the pager. May the Lord bless them

‘all. This coat surely has been a

comfort to me these cold days.
There were others who dave me hice
presents too. If I had space I'would
call’ their names. I surely did
appreciate them.

Haize 4just been llelpihg our pas-

tors out since I came home, as there

_isso much sickness. [ preached at

Spencerville, Okla. last Saturday

night and Sunday at eleven o'clock
and at night.

I need your prayers and co-oper-

ation in the evangelistic work, May

the Lord bless all who read this.
Yours for the Master,

- "Rev. M M. McKee; Soper, Okla.

‘bouquets to
. are living, and will try to tell you

Purdy, Mo.

Dear Sisters and Brothers:—I
will attempt to pen a few lines. I
don’t feel that I could say anything
that would help any one, but I am
thankful for the paper, and it is a
great help to me.

All of you are strangers to me
except E1d. O. T. Allred and Eld.
Winford Davis. I am a member
of the Macedonia Church.

lam a great believer in giving
people while they

about alittle girl that I know who
thought she didn't have many
friends. She became sick, and was
so seriously ill that the physicians
gave her up to die. The physicians
would not allow her friends to
go into her room to sce her, but
they were allowed to send bouquets,
and for days and weeks they came

- by car loads and all brought flowers

to her. These flowers all meant love
and as thig little gir! looked at the
room so beautifully decorated, she
wept and said, “Moiher, oh, . how
thankful I am! But if thege friends
of mine had only brought these

- flowers, or sent them to me while |

was welll”

But as she looked all around in
herroom at the flowers, she thought
of Jesus as being a great artist. He
paints this mother earth with the
sunshine, and we think of heaven.
Oh, how beautifully full of Jesus’
love! Flowers, music, a place where
there is no sorrow, where the tears
will all be wiped from our eyes, and
where we will be with our loved
ones at home, satisfied.

A litlle_ ﬂowe'r from the Ozarks,
“The lzmq of a million smiles.
Lam going to call the ministers
and Christian  workers flowers,
blooming: for Jesus. .As we go
out in the spring of the year here in
the Ozarks, the little viglet is least
of all the flowers, and the first flower
that blooms. So I am a little violet
blooming for Jesus. May Jesus
bless all you flowers is my prayer.
Miss Merle Robberson






