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Dedication

Outline of a dedication sermon deliv-
ered at the Welcome Home Church by
Elder C. E. Mann.

1st. “The Building. The thing to
be dedicated. God has blessed with
health, with the material . and the
time, in order that the house might
be completed, and today we assein-
ble in the finished work. '

2nd. The - Congregation, The
bailding could have been complet-
ed, but without a people with a
willing mind there would not have
been a dedication.” Therefore, we
have assembled from the edst, the
west, the north and the south in
order that we may give back to the
Father that which belonged to him,
yet in different form.

3rd. The Trinity. We would
have been unable to have a dedi-

cation without some one to dedicate.

to. Therefore we dedicate back to
the Trinity the material which was
originally his. We do not claim
any part of it as ours. The foun-
dation, the building, the altar, the
pulpit and the pew is the Lord’s,
and we humbly dedicate it unto
Him. The building is still here, and
1 am sure the Lord returns it to our
care. Keep the building clean, the
pulpit and pew pure. and the altar
holy.
THE MANNER OF SERVICE

1st. Solomon brought the mes-
sage unto the congregation revealing
God's love, his care and his inter-
est in man. He told them of David's
desire, of God’s mercy, "and of the
provisions made and promises ful-
filled.

2nd. The Dedication Prayer.
Solomon began his prayer

by
standing, but as he proceeded with

his ‘prayer and God began to be -

maghified, Solomon realized "his.
unworthiness and humbled himself -

before God, and falling oo his knees

with his hands still outspread to

heaven, he concludes his prayer.
3rd. The Sacrificial Service. Sol-

omon offered unto the Lord twenty .
and one hundred..

thousand oxen,
and twenty thousand sheep as &
sacrifice. Jesus was offered as a
sacrifice once and for all time, and
He now asks that we offer ourselves -
upon the altar as a living sa(,rlﬁce
unto Him,

. The dedication . prayer will he
offered .by Rev., Miller Whlle we
kneel. .

While the choir sings, I am going.
to ask that the members of this
church come into the altar and give
your life in loving sacrifice unto the
Lord in faith and love, and for loving
service for Him and mankind,
sacrificial prayer offered by Rev.
Willie Rush of Santa Rosa, Mo

Benedlcuon

God’s Book of Instruction

Let each one of us ask ourselves
this all.important question: “Are
we neglecting our Bible?
we study it and take it as our
guide?” ' :

I am sure that most people are
neglecting it more than -all books.

There is nothing in_the world that’

should be of more abxdmg interest
to us than reading and observing
the Bible's teachings. . When God
gave us the Bible, He gave us

something that tells us what to do*

and what not to do, in order that we
might reach heaven If we failto
read it and. meditate over. it, how
can we know what he is telling usin
that wonderful Book of His! -

The .
Tt is

“or do

"The Bible, which is *‘the Book of
books" should be first in our every
day lives, but instead of taking the.
Bible and following it. we read:
other books and let that go neglect-
ed. Other books donot tell us the
truth. = They don’t tell us a thing
about our souls and the great world:
God is preparing * for :all who love
him and keep his commandments..
Most.of us put more time. on newss
papers and magazines than 'we do,
on the blessed Book: that.-God gave:
us as a guide from earth to hedven.

We can read other books: for hours

at a.time: but:how long do we. read,

our Bibles?. IEETRITERTIS '
~The Blble 0T g,quel of Chrmt

the power of God unto: salvmlnn to:

_every oue that believeth.” 1t is.the

fountaiv of  knowledge and = store
house of wisdom. How many of-us.
are seeking wisdom and knowledge?
the key that -unlocks the
way from earth to- heaven.. When
we are. brought before the Judg-
ment Bar of God, I'm afraid many
of us will be found waunting, and
will be turned off to the left into
everlasting punishment. ‘

Friends, let us consider it care-
fully. We may be able to fool'a few
people but we" can not deceive
God. - We have 8ot .to .meet him
face to face, and give account of the
deeds done in our bodies.. Some

-day our opportunity will be gone,

and it wnll ‘be entirely too late to
try to make amends after . we are
called.from this earth to: etermty.
Christ - died- that we mlght live

* spiritually, which meéans more to

us than all the world, when' we
getinto the dark hours and hard
trials ‘of life. Our earthly friends
will forsake. us, but God .is alwav!
ready- to stand. by us_in trouble
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and in trials.

" Jesus is a friend to sinners,if they -

are only willing to trust .and ‘obey
him. Christian friends, are we doing

our best to lead the lost to Christ, or .

arﬂe we ourselves. not letting our
lights shine to this old world of sin?

Only a few weeks ago, 1 hada
very dear friend come to me saying
they had sinned against God and
pebple, and wanted to be prayed
for. Thank God for these who have
the courage to ask an interest in
prayer!  Oh, how my heart is bur-

to pray for this soul.
desire is that their sins may be
blotted out, .
some day rejoice with the saints in
the presence of  the angels of God,
there to spend the ceaseless ages
of eternity. :

Sinner friend, just stop for a
moment and think. Do you intend

too Jate? May God pity your soul and
help you to see-the need of sal-
vation. This world is so full of trials
and trouble that I sometimes get
eager to ‘g0 and be with my
dear little children and loved ones
where there will be ho disappoint-
ments, and where all our tears
will be dried.

I want to thank Bro, Jemes for the
December issue of the Gem, also our
editor for the extra copy of Octo-
berissue. .

Yours for the Master, E
' Mrs. Willie Clark.

l;fREEWﬁ BAPTIST LEAUGE

~John Rwafer, Correspondent

e
** ALTON, MO., Nov' 21, 1930.

Dear Bro. Swaffer: Our Free Will
Baptlét‘Léag'ué, that was organized at
Norman Church
Asgsociation, now
bers.
to .join later, o
. For our first lesson, Sunday, Noy. 9,

has thirty-five mem-

we had no literature; to take. our sub-
ject_from, but our president, Howard

h 3

Blgnkenship, gave us Scriptures from
fe ' “«Gall’ and Calling.”

ife ' 'Bible o

during the Mo, State.

geveral more have -promised

- ninety-three conversions

. 3 , . elght. saved dQuring the Association),
dened for that one! , 1 want to'ask.

you who know the worth of prayer-
My earnest

and that they may.

&

"to  uphold ft.

,Sunday, November 16th, our lesson
‘was, “What It Means to Follow Jesus.”

':ﬁgis’wés,mken from the sample sent

us’””" They had no sample to send us
last quarter, and sent us one of those
used for the third quarter., We will
nat be able to get any literature until
the first of the year. ' .
Every one seems to be interestd in
the League and are doing their best
to make it a success. With God’'s
divine power we can be a success.
God helping them, Bros. Hodge and
Arnold had a great revival here at
Nagrman. They closed Nov. 2nd, with

Fifty-five were baptized and twenty-

mree joined the Free Will. Baptist
church at Norman,
‘Ella Baker, Sec.Treas.

" 'To the Leagues of Indian Creek As-
soelation: It has been a Iittle over
three months since we last met at our
Yearly Meeting; and bow many of us
remember what was done there? ‘

Let's remember the resolution of
the committee on finance: “Resolved,

to make: prepafation.“forvrxthe;next »‘j"l‘h:it“eb;.éh: local League send'ten per

" world: or-live as you are until it is ' cent-all' dues to the Secretary-Treas,

-of. Indian Creek League Association,
tar the support of the organization.
This to be sent in at the end of each
quarter,” Edna Eaton, Sec.-’l'réas.,
E1, Stella, Missouri. - '

‘Be sure to keep a record of all
that’s done in your league, so you will
have a report to offer at our meeting
next year.

Let's keep in touch with each other
through the ‘“‘Gem,” and pray always

for hetter Leagues.—Noel Turner, Pres.

the

"To Leagues of the Missouri

State Association:

‘Dear League Workers: The year of
1930 is just about passed, and I am
wondering if we see any progress in
the League work. I can see some
great changes, and also a growth in

tl_u'e.;l.eagues, even greater interest is.

helng shown, which proves that great;
er things can be accomplished if we
keep busy.

ThHere is much to be done in the’

future, there’s work for everyone,
although some may think tbeir ability
small, yet they can be present at each
meeting, of_thelr league with a good

legson. and; encourage thelr. president -
" in‘évery ‘way, and show that they are

proud of the league, and are willing
Then there’s places

(including ;

leagues,

where you might organize a league,
or encourage. some.aone.by a visit or
a, letter. - .

Our editor has been.good enough to
grant us a page in the Cem for leagus
work, so lel’s be sure to use the space
in a way that will be of benefit to the
We want some one from
each league to write regularly, so we
will. know just what each one is doing.
When you write, send your letters or
reports to John Swaffer, Purdy, Mo.
If there’s any place there’s need of
a league, and you don't feel able to
organize it yourself write to some of
the State officers, or anyone who can
help, and we'll .gladly ;offer our assis-
tapce.  The State Officers -are:
Pres., Eld. Noel Turner, Granby, Mo.
Vice Pres, Wm Reeves, Flat River, Mo.
Sec.-Treas., Melba White, Hemple, Mo.

. Reporter, John. Swaffer, Purdy Mo.

{

+

FIELD WORKERS
Lewig Jorgensen, Urbana, Mo.
Cecil Péterson. Greentop DNo.
Frecia Gray, Thayer, Mo, |
When there’s a league organized,

send a report of it to the reporter, 50

‘we may all know of it.

We' were'at Enon Ark., Nov. 23rd,
‘where: we organized a.league with
twenty-one members. I'm sure it will
grow and be a benmeflt to the church
and community. Let's keep praying
for the league and for each other, for
1 see a great future. for them if we
keep. pressing on.

Noel Turner, President.

We are building every day,
In a good or evil way;

_And the ‘structure &3 it grows
Will' our..ininost: soul disclose.

Till in every arch and line

All our faults and failings shine—
It may grow a castle grand,

Or. a wreck. upon the sand.

Do you ask what building this,
That can show both pain and bliss;
That can be both dark and fair?
Lo, its name is character,

Build it well whate’er you do;
Build it straight and strong and
S Ttruers o ’
. Build it clean and high and broad;
~ - Build it for the eye of God.
. —Relected.
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Away Behind, But Still in'the Race

1 know that all of you are looking for the Gem and
wondering why it doesn’t come; and I know that some of
you will be disappointed when it doesn’t arrive by the first
Sunday in December, especially those who use the League
and Sunday gchool lessons. We are sorry, but we have
done our very best to get the paper out on time.

We were late with the November issue,.so were late
gettmg started on this jssue. Then 1 attended the Co-op-
erative Association and soon after that Bro. Davis and I
went up to Fayette, Mo. to get the linotype. We had to
tear the linotype down to transport it;
again and getting 1t adjusted and regulated so it would
work has been a real job, Perhaps it wouldn’t have been
<6 mucli of a job for an expert, but we didn’t have the-
money to pay an expert, so'1 had to do it myself, It is
working all right now and we are truly glad it is. We
are sure proud of our linotype: it is going to fill a ‘long
felt need in the Gem office. ~'We can do much more work
and do it better than by hand, as we have been doing it.

1t took longer to sct the Hnotype up and get it in op-
eration than we thought: it!would, because hauling it 240"

.miles on a truck jarred several parts of it ‘out of time, or.

out of place, ‘and it gathered lots of dust which kept it from.
working ‘smoothly, and which had to be all cleaned up.

“Then the editor didn’t know too much about the type of

machine we got. It {s a model 19, with three mag’lzines
and three sizcs of type, This colunm is set up in -the
smallest size, which is elght point,. .

We' have several sets .of minutes now in the office,
which we promised to put out by Christmas, but. we are
not Eetting started en them as soon as we had hoped to,
50 we may not get the last of them finished until after

" New Year’s, but we will get some of them done and have

the next paper printed out by Jazuary first, 1931,

This issuc ccntains the l'lst installment of League Les-.
sons, but the Sunday School Lessons will continue thru
the year 1931,
letters, reporte, ete. from now on, At present nearly all
of our nmnu’scx"ipt is used up. . All manuscript reaching,
us before the twentieth of themonth will stand a chance of
being printed in the current issue, and we nmreciate re-
ceiving manuscript early in the month,

Now that we have the linotype, our paper should. make
a better appearance and, consequently make a better fm-
pression on those who read it. The prospects for the
future of our work are certainly good GQur opportuni-
tles for ‘growth -2nd ‘developement, as I see ‘things, were'
never better than thcy are right now, bt with oppot:tunity
comes responbibility
we willing to meet tho responsibility and pay the price?

A good paper is the hope of -our denomination so if:
you would hupport your denomination you must support
your paper. ‘If the paper is a good thing 'for the few who
dre subscribers mow, it ‘should be just as good for every
member of the body. If you are a Free Will' Baptist, and
not a subscriber to the Gem, can you give any good reason
why you or some member of your family should not be ar
paid subscriber to the Free Will Baptist Gem? It you

can give such o reason, then ‘send it to the editor: it you ‘

can’t give such reason, then why don't you send in youl‘

dollar fora ycar's subscription to the’ Gem? N
“We are tkaxkful for every one who has helped to. mako

the Gem ‘hat {t- is, and’ 'we are especially thankful. to all

“who have givon o tho linotype fund; may God bless you..

so putting it up '

We can have rcom for many more articles, .

-Do we-see the opportunity, and;are "

g
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FROM THEFIELD

Report of Revival
Well, I an glad I can report this

time a glorious revival at our Jones”

Chapel church since we attended the
State Meeting, ’ \

‘The meeting * just lasted two

Weekq and twenty-two souh were'

saved, fourteen united with ‘the’
church, and fifteen were baptizéd,
alse a Mission Circle of thirty-twe
members was organized. ' Elder

Noel Turner was with us in this’

meeting, as this is his home church,
‘and Eld. Jobonie Swaffer was with
us-part of the time. The good
people of the whole community

co-operated well with us in the-

meeting; we shall never forget themn
for it,
subs for the Gem while there.

We also attended the Co-operative
Association at Tulsa, Okla.- Say,
you should have been thiere! We
certainly did have a glorious time in
the Lord. I expect you will see a

report of it elsewhere in this issue

of the Gewn, You have mlssed
something, if you have failed ' to

meet our good people there, and:
Elder Melvin °

their dear pastor,
Bingham,

Bro. Brown and [ have just re-.

turned from purchasing the Lin-
otype for the Gem office.

We paid. $600.00 down, but re;
member there . is $700.00 yet to
pay. - We are still -making the
appeal. Willy you help us? We

found some real nice folksat Fay.’
ette to deal with, who seemed;\
perfectly honest and fair in every -

way.
“We' have some revivals going in

the' bounds of our Indian Creek
Assoclatxon 'Tam praymg that God
~ will pour out -His . Holy :Spirit: and, -

gnre some real revivals of power:

il Yours for Jesus and the cause, . ..

BT - Winford Davis.

We also obtained several.-

I don't: -

think there is any questlon but what :

we have purchased a good machine.
. time. Today, if you will hear His

“also said,

. Charleston, Arkansas

Dear Bro. Brown and all the Gem
Family:—! think we have one
.of the best papers I ever read. We

should be proud of it and work
for its success. Bro. Brown, although
he is a fine editor, cannot make it
go unless we subscribe for it and
work for the paper. I sure do enjoy
reading and telling others about it,

We had the privilege of visiting
Bro. Lovett’s meeting at Branch,
Arkansas. They had a real old-time
union meeting. Brother Preacher, let
us not allow hard times to stop
us, just pray and preach the
more. Brother and Sister, this is
the time you are needed on the
firing line for the cause.

I am preaching every Saturday

and Sunday, and hope to do more,-
. so pray for me,

Isaac J. Wilson.

Niangua, Mo.
Dear Gem Readers:—Just thought
1 would write a few words this
morning, hoping I might be a help
to souie one—the Lord beimg my

-guide. 1 feel very weak myself, but
-1 am
"are lost. "

interested in -others that
" Sinners, won't you come to the
Lord and repent and believe while
he is merciful and waiting to give
you rest? For he has said, “Come
unto me all ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.” Today is the day of sal-
vation, and now is the accepted

voice, harden not your hearts. “For
with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness, and with .the mouth
confession is made unto salvation.”’
Sinners, come and accept my Savior
as your Savior. He will not turn

you away. The Lord is faithful and -

long-suffering, not willing ‘that any
should perish, but that all should
come to repentence And he has

perish.,” Again he said; “He that

‘rejecteth me, and receiveth nov my

Nay.l tell you, but ex- .
;. -cept ye: repent ye shall all likewise

word, hath one that judgeth him;
the -words that I have spoken, the
same  shall judge him in the last
day.” Oh, sinners, come to Jesus!
He's rich in mercy.

Our life is only short on earth.
Let’s dive the rest of our lives to the
Lord’'s service. Let's prepare for
that great day. :

Remember Lazarus and the rich
man, and choose the place that
Lazarus chose for a home. “For itis
written, as I live, saith the Lord,
every knee shall bow to me, and
every tongue shall confess to God.”

Pray for me.

- Your sister in Christ,
Lois Deckard.

A Olney, Texas

Dear Editor and Gem Readers:
I am down here in Texas with my
daughter, and am glad that I don't
have to do without my little paper:
there are so many good articles inft,

" and I thank God for folks that hold
" up the banner of Christ. I am going

to say that I am proud of the Free
W. Baptists, and may the Lord help
us to hold for the old paths that
.our forefathers trod. I pray that we
will always keep the old-fashioned
altarsin our churches and really live
where we are worthy of the visiting
.of God's presence from the glory
world. )

May God in his tender mercy bind
‘up our broken hearts, and help us to

- e fully prepared to meet him in -

heaven.
May God bless all.
Mrs. M. B, Cockman.

" TRUE GIVING
¢‘Carve your name high over shifting

sands
Where the steadfast rocks defy
decay;
All you can hold in your cold, dead
hand

Is what you have given away.

“Count your wide conquests of sea and
~ land,

“"Heap up the gold, and hoard as you
may,

‘All you can hold in your cold dead hand

Is what you have given away..
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Earlsboro, Okla.

Dear Gem Family:—You will see
by this letter .that we are back in
the harvest field again. We have
a large Tabernacle. built_.here and
well seated, well lighted and heat-
ed, We were nearly a week getting
a lot to build on. These oil towns
change hands so often you have
a time finding the right ones that
owns the land, but at last a lot was
gecured near the center of town, and
men put to work and in three days
the Tabernacle was ready for us to
preach in.

Three grown. people were saved
the first night. The meeting has
been running a week tonight (Nov.
7) and twenty-one have been sav-
ed. Every night God has saved
some—not a break in the service
yet. The power of God is felt by
the time you enter the Tabernacle.
We expect one of the greatest re-
vivals we have ever had, and we
ask each one to pray daily for
success. The Free Will Baptists
have a splendid new church building
here, and a nearby organized
church, so pray for the church that
many will be added during the
meeting.

We - would” like to say to our
Mission friends that we still think
of you, and we are sure, after such
a wonderful State Meeting that each
church will take on new life.

‘We will say to Missouri that you,
or we rather, had one of the Very
best State associations we have
ever had. God bless the work, and
may we all do our best for a great
year's work,

Pray much for us here, and we
will do the same for you. ‘

. Yours for Jesus, .
H. M: and-Lizzie McAdams..

Hermithge, Mo.
Dear Bro.and Sister Brown and

Readers of the Gem:—As I.was here

all alone this beautiful :morning, [
thought I would write a few lines to
: I must-say I like
It has many good things
in'it. T enjoy the good letters, and
to hear of the good meetings, as |

four . at' the -altar,

THE FREE WILL BAPTIST GEM

am so far away from our church I
can’t go very often. .

I will be eighty-three years old in
January. 1 think my time is about
out to'my paper, Don't want to
miss a copy, so [ am sending you a
check for three dollars, one for the
paper for one year, and two for the
Linoty pe.

Hope the paper will prosper and
the good work will go on. 1 havn’t
received my paper for November,
but hope I will soon. Pray .for
me, and our little church at Pleas-
ant Ridge. _

As ever a sister in Christ,
Harriet Walker.

Alton, Mo.

Dear Bro. Brown:—We are writing
you in regard to the revivel just
c¢losed at Norman Church near
Alton, Mo

There were so many asked that
we write themn about the meeting
that we decided the best thing to
do would be write you, and let you
put the report in the Gem.

The revival went right on after
the State Association and continued
until Sunday night November 2nd.
There were eight saved during the
Association, as yon know, aud 85
after, making a total of 93, fifty-five
baptized in two Sundays, twenty-
nine one Sunday and twentv-six the
other. There were twenty-four
untied with the Free’ Will Baptist
church, and  we -understand about
eight or ten more next meeting
day

We surely thaok -God for the
meeting;, and desire to thank the
people for praying for us and the
meeting. The last night there were
and -one . man
saved. The - 'people of Norman
community- are- as good people as
we ever met,

We are going together in the work
for the Lord, trusting God to bless
us wherever.we go,

Your brothers in Christ,
Elders G.D. Arnold and W.P,. Hodge

.. Stahl, Mo i

.- 1Dear Gem. Readers:—Just recew-

:ent
all praying and WOrkmg. each one

ed my copy of the Gem topday. Must
say .for the paper, it is fine, and
ﬁlled with splendld letters . and
news from our. workere at lmge

But here is something that not
many write about and it seems to
me to be a big factor for good, the
greatest of all the branches of the
church, the American Sundoy
School.

Here are a few facts wlnchl
have learned through study of the
Suanday School:

First. The Sunday School is said
to be one hundred and fifty years
old. ‘

Second. It is producing 85 ller
cent of all the new members of the
church.

It is also said that the Christian
church has an income of -over eight

“hundred million dollars per year,

and only about two per cent goes,
or finds its way, to the use of the
Sunday-School, _—
‘Four years ago we found a state.
ment to the effect that we had in the
United States 144 450 aciual orga-
nized Sunday  Schools, with an
average atiendance of- fmm ten to
one thoussnd, and an -average cost
per scholar of forty eight cents. We
also have seveuteen million Sunday
School scholars, and the average
church member gives to the ot-
ganization about fifty cents s yeor

On the other side of the queslmn.
we have in the Umted States pos-
sibly 130 000,000 people More than
half of these people are prospecllve
candldates for the Snnday School.
We have 17 ,000 000 or a llttle
over in Sun‘day School at (he pres-
time. By a umted effort,

striving to* ‘win one", in the next’

few years, we should and could
have 34,000,000 in’ God's great in.

sututlon (he Amencan Sunday
School '

By doubling our average offering
of fifty .cents, and. .making . our
offering . average a few. dollars

. more with what could.be brought in

through newi.members, we 'could

and would largely solve the mem-

{
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tership and financial problems”
1 .. K e B
of'ths church anid Sunday School.
Pastors, Superintendents and
Christians  everywhere, ~ help in

uhiting our prayers, and labor to-
gether for this great cause. ‘
Yours in His name and for qu
sqke
Chas A. Phillips,
3anday School Evangelist, North
Ednt Mo Association of F. W, B,

611 RutaerSt., St. Lonis, Mo.

D“‘dr Gein Readers: —=Th follow-
ing is 2 brief repore of out vrork fm
the' p ast month: '

COutabaer 29th two  precions soulds
professed a hope in Chiist. Novems
bef* 2nd two more gave tacle nearts
to. God.  November Oth live nuppy
gouls wers born inie e Finedom,
Su‘(,- their one more has professed
Christ.  Three, in the meantime,

- have unttzd with the choreh,  We

have vot ad any special meeting
—_—}iust our regular services is all,
.. This woric was orgavized three
‘ar)‘d and-half years \gn,.uwi we have
had a three years’ Tevival. God
has wouderfully blessed us here.
There have been over six hundred
people who haveprofessed a hope in
Chirist as a result of this work. We
have sent out sevecal consecraled
preachers to other sections of the
country- who have been, and are
dmm.,, splendld work.

Our Sunday School is doing g,()od
work \mder lhe management of our
déar Brolhcr F. M McCauley. Our
ﬁ"Y P U in dumgf good wml\. V\e
‘hdve ﬁftv three menbers’ aud lhey
dre all‘ dmu&, "0()(1 work,  Most
'”f lltnem ‘will lead in prayer or leada

. meetmg.,lf(‘alled upon, o
:‘;(1 : VY}(‘mxjs in the Master's W()l“\,

Eld. W. C. i, Pastor,
F}'"t F W B Church St. Lmus Mn.

SR

- Phenix, Mo. . |

i sDedr Bro Brown aund Gem Read-
+erdi=I think my time has expired,
cand: while T am not prepared to
Hgend iy subseription at presént, [
- --will try to send it'in December.

“uu ,”’ B
i

1 like the Gem, especially the lets
" ters written by the various 'corres-'
pondents. Ttakethe General Baptist.

Messenger printed
Indiana and like it because I have
taken it ‘so long and
well ‘acquainted with

write Lo it;
every week. Of course I pet more
out of it, but T would be glad to see
the Gem become a weekly instead
of a monthly paper.

become g0
those: who

“The Messen:

der” i3 the organ of the church T’
huve belonged to for forty-four
years, but the original Free Will

Al“l,](.\ of Faith expresses the same

as taught by the Seaerai Baptiots,

have a wephew, Elder
Hasking of Siratford, Okia,
Free Wil Bt veencher in Center
Associution. e atcended the Wo.
Associntion of Gareral Baptiste (his
vear, and preached o very
esting  discouiss

Larline

TP
whio iGoa

intera

and 1 had the

privilege of folinwing him,

- Our next Association will convene
with Pleasant {il} Chureh ow high-
way No. 5 near Mansfield, Mo.

on
Thursday before the Srd Sunday in
September, 1931, Bro. Brown, you
are cordially  invited 1o atiend,.

and If you will you may send me

prices on about an 8- -page folder lhe
size of this poge.

-1 am still iving away from whexo
T can attend Geaeral or Free Will
Baptist churches. The Missionary
Baptisis have o Spititual religion

but don’t allow privileges to preach-

ers of other churches

.as Generalsor
Free Wills do.

[ heartily wish there

-was a Free Will Church near enough
for us to auend,

So wishing the
Gem, its editor and the pwplc it
-represents God-speed, T am., .

Your brother,

(Eid.) R. F. Haskms

Thc Co~operative General

Association
Ry B. I, Brown i

The following is a brief report of -

“the’ Ci-operative General Associa- -

tion, which met with the First Free

Will Baptist Church of ‘Tulsa, Okla,

“beginning on Tues. night, Nov. 11.

at OQwensville,-

and because it comes-

‘wervice

More thanw tweifly’ {)réachém and
several elected delegates, ahd'seb-
eral visiting iethren were piresent,
besides a large numberof the laity:
who were in attendence, - especistly:
at the  preaching services; so each
session and each
attended.

service was well
“and  at night the house
conld not acco i me (.dle the umvd:,
that came. Co

Elder T. of Ash
Grove, Mo. 'was chosen Moderator,;
and Etder Winford Davis of Monett,
Mo was chdsen
seasion,

C. Ferguson

clerk-for this year's

‘ Bm T. C. Ferguson ‘was retained
3 memml l' Vi n{geiirt for another
yvul‘ IR ) ’
“Thet introdectory  sermon
preached by Ehh"if R
of Verion,

followed thy

wask
. 'Cotnam
Anididr service
preadling service, and
foui precious souls' weve roved, The
power of' God {elt 1rgh from
the beginning, aud ¢contiiued from
o’ service tWringhout the
Adsocintio i, “and “inT the meeling
‘whichi - followdd. " "The Addociation
business was inished at-thé Thurs-
day miuraing  sedsion,

LeXans,

wind

‘and  the

“Association adjourned to meet with

‘the se(‘:und bnm.dy in ‘Nov.,
"Up' th

Macedonia Church near Moriett, Mo,
beginning on Tu esd.av n'ght before
1931

“left:” we had
‘witnvsse d fen lmpp) conversions

and since then we have
Bri.'Melvin Bingham,’

Lim(, we

word from
pastor of the

Tulsa Church, that seventeen more
“had béen converted, twemy of whom

united with' the church, nnd the
‘imeeting still goingon, BKO Bmghhm
doing the plea(hmd

We  left for’ hmnenmt after the
eleven o'clock wlvu,e oit Thursday,
but mot " before” pdxtulum, of the
bountifut dinver the dgood sirtars
had prepnred fur “every budy there
“that day.

Motion ‘carried that the editor
‘0of the Gem and the acting moder- *
ator and eclerk - of the body he
.anthorized to r¢present this body
at any conferenee of Tree: Will
Bd.ptlSL or General  Baptist . they
may have the prwﬂetr(, of attend-

ing.’

" Continiued on page seventeen
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* Stephen, the evangelist.

stone him to death,

THE FREE WILL BAPTIST GEM

Lesson X D('ccxnber'? 19.)0,,
Stephen C e
Acts 6:1 to 7:60'~ e
Topu,.—Stepheus C()ulrlbullon"'
to Christianity, - R "
Golden Text—They chose Stephén,”
a man full ‘of fmth and of t.he Holy

Ghost. Acts6:b. .
‘Practieal Truth --Some men even in:

their death accomplish great things for

the kmgdom of God. o
Outline—1. Stephen, the man, ' II."
'111. Stephen
accused. 1V. Stephen’'s defense. 'V.’
Stephen’s martyrdom. - froon
Time-About A.D. 8. | |
Place -}-Jc ‘rusalem, o

reo Ty seuge

Introductmn—h was a custom .
of the early churchto keepa.record
of its martyred members,
the main events of their lives; what
they did and the death they.suffered. .
Some local churches. celebrated the.
days on which.any of its;members
suffered martyrdom, counting it the

birthday of the martyr, on which he .

entered into eternal glory. The Lord,
was not forgetful of the first Chris~:
tan martvyr; and placed his record-
in the Bible. e - i
Unusual situations, ca]l for men-.

of rare characterand abilities, which -
they have developed and bailtup by..
By .God’s -help:.

the help of God, ..
Stephen, had built up a reputation

for honesty, sincerity, goodness, aud.-
a deep spirituality; he was just the
to: head:the: -
board of deacons to handle the busi-
. He was :
also a man of. great eloquence and.:

kind of a man -needed.
ness of the early church.

had a wonderful lumwledge of lhel

Scriptures - oy L s e

The history of lhe church slmws
that its periods of greatest  glory

came in times of .great.persecution,:
thinking they must .

The Pharisees,
take Stephen: outside..the city to
reminds us of:

covering :

smne mnd_em professors of religion
that think it wrong to swear, etc.on
Sunday, but indulge freely during
the week, Stephen's.last words were
so much like the last, words of our
Lord becans- he was filled with the
Holy Ghost, Falling asleep is not
the end: it implies a. waking., Sauls
holding the young men'sclothes, ete,
remind us that.being a willing wit-
ness-to evil is but Jittle short of
becoming an evil doer, .. ,

‘Commentary-I. Stephew, THE
MAN (6°1-10). “Wheén the number
of the disciples was
the administation of the communi-
ty fundincheearly Christian church
developed some perplexing problems
So when' complaiint was made, the
twelve called ‘the muiltitude of dis-
ciples together and recommended
that “seven -men of ‘honest report,
full of the Holy Ghost aid wisdom,”
be appointed to-oversee the bhusi-
ness, serving ‘tables, ‘ete. Stephen
was one of the seven-that were ap-
pointed and set apart for their work
by prayer and the laying on of
hands. :He was an outstanding man
and the only one of the seven of
whom'any special comment is made.

I1. STEPHEN, THE EVANGELIST(vs. 7-
10).
ed;" and the number of the disci-
ples: increased (o a‘imultitnde, an
increasing numbier of ‘evangelists
were taking upthe work of spread-
ing ‘the Gospel, Stephen is men-
tiondd as a man. “full  of faith and
poweér,” ‘doing wonders ‘and -per-

forming miracles among the people.

By:this miracles, - and by his elo-

quence and power, Stephen e xeited
unbelieving -

the jealousy of the
Jews,; and certain of:ithem disputed
with him, -but

by :which he:rspake,” i

multiplied,”

As‘the word of God increas--

“they were not able
to resist: the wisdom and the spirit .

: mmmmmmmmmmmmmxmmmmxmxxmwg
R} e

Re ]

: International Sunday School Lessons G
‘;' ' Comments by B. F. Brown. o 4_54:@’:"
X o (Fourth Quarter, 1530.) ?;\Hfé”
IS mmmxmmxwmxmmmxmmmxmmwwm T

“HI. Stepren accusep. (vs, 11-15).
While they could not resist the
words of Stephen, (helrJeuluus wml(-
ed hearts led them to accuse him
before the court. “The people, the
elders, and the scribes,”
red up,
him before the council, aud produc-
ed false witnesses to prove him.a
blasphemer. I the presence of
these wicked accusers, Stephen's
unruffled spirit made his face., ap-
pear
angdel.”

IV. STEPHEN'S DEFENSE
Steplien recounted the history of
Istael und remionded his hearers

(7:1 53).

.beiug slir-“
tovk Stephen and brought

“as it had been the-face of an:

that their fathers had even rejected

Moses and tried o turn- back into
Egypt; that they had rejected the
prophets aud persecuted them: that

they had slain the men who had-

foretold the coming of the Just One:

—in fact their whole histiry was
one of rejection, and as their fath-
ers had rejected God. so now his
hearers
person of Jesus. The Jews were
proae to think that the temple was
God’s resting place on earth, and

that there was salvation only in the:

temple worship, but Stephen would

show them their eternal hope lay:

not in their traditions. and their

were rejecting God in the -

formal worship, but in Jesus the’

Christ whom they had murdered. -

V. SIEPHENSMARTYRDOM(VS 54- 60 :
When they heard themselves ar-

raigued as murderers, they “were:

cut to the heart, and they gnashed’

on him with their teeth.” Stephen,

“being full of the Hoty Ghost," fook-:

ed into heaven

God."

ed upou God, ‘saying, “Lord Jesus,’

N and saw - Jesus’
stauding on the right hand of
‘As they stoned him, Le call--

receive my spirit.” He ulso-prayed, -
“Lay not this sifi to their charge.
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Lesson XI ‘Dee. 14,1930
«« Saul of Tarsus
Acts 22:3 15

“*Topics—Conversion: Its Nature
and Effect
‘Golden Text—I count all things but
1oss for the excellency of the knowl-
edge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom
I have suffered the loss of all things,
and do count them but dung, that I may
wm Christ.  Phil. 3:8.
" Practical Truth—Conversion is the
great chunge that marks the beginning
.af Ghristian. life and service.
Outline—1." Saul, a persecutor,
II. Jesus arresting Saul’s attention.
III. Saul’s response.
IV, Saul’s commission,
‘Timno—- About A, D, 35.
‘Place~Ip and near Damascus.

. Introduction——Saul (Pauld)
was nafurally and by education a
high-powered-nan, His home truin-
ing must have been of the best kind,
and his education must have in-
cluded some work
"s(,hools of his’ day, then he sat at
the feet of Gamaliel where he was
given the very best culture and
traiving in Jewish religion and wis-
dom that it was possible to secure.
He was conscientious and zealous
and loyal to the Jewish religion,
and felt that if the.temple with all
it stood for was .to be done away
with by the new religion of Jesus,
the wark of God through lsrael
would be lost to men.

.Saul had been honest and sincere
in'his inténtions and actions, but a
great change of nature came to Saul,
No onecanread the history of Paul's
life and honestly say that he only
changed his career at his conversion.
The man himself was changed. He
passed through the experience which
Jesus called the -new birth. His
theology was changed so _that he
believed in . justification by faith
and not by the works of the law,
His conduct was changed: he quit
persecuting the Christians. - His af-
fections were changed: instead of
hating Christ and the Christians, he

loved them. His career was chang- .

ed: mslead of being a Jewish rabbi,
he became the great apostlé to the
Gentiles. - His destiny was changed:

in the higher .

“Hencefourth :there -is -laid up for
me a crown of rlg,hteousness, which
the Lord, ‘the ng,hteous,;mlge, shall
give mé at that day: and not to me
only, but.unto all .them also that
love his appearmg,’ (2 Tim. 4:8).

When it was revealed to Paul
that he was . fighting .against . God,
he made a fulland honest surrender
to Jesus, When he became willing
to make all necessary changes of
conduct, ‘he asked, when
stricken down on the way to Da-
mascus to bind and persecute all
the Christiaus he found, “Lord, what
wilt thou havée me 1o do?”
the Pharisee was liarsh, and cr_uel,
but when changed to Paul the apos-
tle, sweetness and goodness flowed
out of his life, and continues to flow
down to us today.  No conversion
is without a_sense of ;God’s power

in the great transforming experiene, -

yet every experience is not just like
that of Paul.

Comnlentary——l SAUL .A-PER- .

secuTER (vs. 3-5). What noble spec-
tacle was that of Paul, as he stood
on the stairs, bound with two chains,

ready to make his defence .to his .

people. He was taken for an Egyp-
tian, at least by the captain who ex.

pected him to speak in Greek, and

they cpuld have understood him in
Greek, and doubtless they expected
the renegadeto address them in that
Janguage, but the sound of the holy
mothertongue awed them iuto deep
silence, .

As Moses was educated in all the
wisdom of the Egyptians as a prep-
aration for his great. work; so Saul
was educated, first in the Grecian
schools of Tarsus, and athome, then

he was a student under Gamaliel
" .
according to the -

who taught him
perfect manner of the law of the

.« fathers,” but all this he used against

the followers. of Jesus. . As' Paul
stoud on the stairs, he saw his own
murderous zeal reflected vpen him-

self by the treatment the Jews were .
.giving him.
Il. JESUS ARRESTING SAUL'S: ATTEN- .

TioN (vs. 6-9). As Saul journeyed,

doing to Damascus on his mission

of persecution, suddenly a great

he was-

Saul-

: been!

.. light shoneé. out'from :héaven upon’

him and his company. So great was
that hg,ht that Saul and all those
with him were prostrated upon the
earth. They all saw the light, but’
only Saul saw the Lord. They all
heard the sound of His voice, but
only Saul understood His words.

IIT. SauL’s rEsponse (vs. 10, 11).
When Saul saw the Lord, he said,
*Who art thou, 'Lord?”" When he
knew it was the Lord, he said, *"What
shall I do,;Lord?’”" . And the Lord
said unto him, “Go into Damascus;
and there it shall be told thee of all
things which are appointed for thee
to do.” It is not'said that Saul was
tlind; but that he “could not see for
the glory of that light,” Yet he was
80 blinded by that light that he had
to be led by the hand into Damascus. -
“He was three days without sight,
and neither did eat nor drink.”
What three days ‘those must have
Perhaps, as he prayed and
fasted in total darkness, he came to’
redlize that his understanding of the
Old Testament was false and fatal:
that salvation and the hope of eter-
nal life lay only in “that Just One'"
whom he had been persecuting.

1V. SavL’s coMMissioN (vs. 12.15).
Wtiile Saul was struggling and grop-
ing in darkness, God prepared Ana-
nias to go to him and lay his hands
on:him, that he might receive his
sight, and to show him what the-
Lord had commanded for him to do,
and what He must'suffer. The Lord
also prepared Saul for the coming
of Ananins, so Saul received the
answer to his question, “What shall
I.do?" Taking the accounts of"
Saul's conversion found in Acts 9:
22-26; is it possible to explain away
Christ’'s appearance to him? His
conversion came after three days
of darkness and struggle, when the
light broke through phisically and
gpiritually., But his conversion, his
confession of Christ, preceded his
baptism.

Question.. 1.. .What submissive

‘question did Saul ask.the glorified -

Christ? ;
-2. ‘What great task was assxg,ned
to Saul?
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OUR SUNSHIN‘? CIRCLE
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" Qur ‘Motto:==“The ngdom of God First. "-Matt 6 3 3

- December 7, 1930
The :Best Christmas - Gifts
2 qu 8:1-5. -
DAILY READINGS o
Deo. 1. Gifts That Help. 2 Cor, 9:8-11
Dec. 2. Gifts That: Pleasé Gen.-37:1-3

" Dec, 3..Gifts That Cheer. Matt. 2:1-11

Dec. 4. .Gifts. Thu.t are Not Burdensome
2 Cor. 9:1—5. . .
Dec. 5. Gifts We Enjoy Giving
2 Cor. 9: 6—T7
Dec. 6. Gifts That -Bxpress’ Love
2.Cor, 8:1.9
Dee. 7. Gifts, That. Represent Chnst
-2 Cor. 9:12—16 4 '
~“MONDAY-—Gifts That Help. 2 Qor.
9:8-11. Christmas is a.good time 10
help those in need of material assis-
tance. The " fundamental spirit of
Christmas is that of .giving, We have
Christmas ‘because God -loved 'the
world and shared Himsglf in the per-
son of: His Son,
shared ‘His life with .us in order.that
His: fellowship . might fit us for. His

-Christ -loved us.and .

heavenly home with..the, Father, when -

this lite’ is ‘done, - The Spirit of Jesus

prompts .us .to. share .God’s : blessings -

with ~others, in;recognition:of His
greatest gift to the. -world. Qur Lard,
may ‘we ‘prove-our gratitude for .all
thou .-hast_shared with us, by sharing
with others the bIcssings_:'thou.hast,

“What - blessing has God
share

Question.
given to us that'wg can best
with others? .

TUESDAY—Gifts" That Please Gen.

37:1:3. “A coat of ma.uy.colors" (v.3).
Utility need not be decreased by heau-
ty. Beauty is just as-useful;. -and
when both are combined, the gift is
most appropriaté and beautiful. The
time and money spent in making
Christmas gifts - attractive are not
wasted. A basket of apples , a bag
of flour, or even coin may be greatly
increased in value as a gift if made
attractive by qppropriate-wrappings,
decorotions, and the manner of pres-
entation. Grant, O Lord, that we may
find our greatest joy and pleasure in
giving happiness to others,’

Question. What is ~the secret of

b

.Matt. 2;1-11.

“were gifts. fit for-a King!
.thoughtful. 'we shal] try-to' make our

B beautiful nging"

WEDNESDAY-— Gifts That .Cheer.
“Gold- and" frankincense

and .myrrh” (v, 11);7.--Perhaps God

-meant that the gifts of*the wise.-men
“to the Christ child should be typiesl.
‘of the:gifts that express love ang .ad-

oration, and Goodwill,- ‘Surely they

If .wé are

_’gifts .express ourselves, .our -thoughts,
our feelings, our love toward. another,
Even our hopes
.embrace the crodle,
with- its rough 'bedding of ‘hay and
straw, while mapped “in - swadling
clothes lay the %mall Prince of Glory
‘His only pillow v.aq Hls mother’s arm
as she ctiddled Him' closé to her bosom
Al, ‘the blossom of Gotl! These thots
should encircle gach and every gift we
wrap, or tie, - or decorate to send to
another. *We should try to make
cach gift fit for the one to whom it s
given, that it may cheer and inspire,
and comfort, else why give it at.all?

a rude manger

‘Our . Father, may we not spoil thy joy *

of Christmas by giving thoughtlessly.
May we put ourselves into our gifte
by praying as we send forth the gifts
of love and rembrance of the Christ:
‘child of Bethlehem,

Question. In what way does the
manger represent humility?

THURSDAY- QGifts That Are.Not
Burdensome (2 .Cor. 9:1-5), Make
.up beforehand your bounty” (v, 3).
When Christmas. becomes burdensome
it is .no longer true Christmas giving,
When it no longer meons a joy.to.the

" 'giver ‘he-has lost ‘the .spirit’and the -

‘blessing of ‘Christmas, - When we put
off the preparation of Christmas gifts
until all is confusion and’nervous-eéx-

.haustion to ourselves and those.from
whom we buy, Christmas does more’

harm to us thon good, for even in'the
purchase of the gifts there doesnot ex-
ist a fervent, prayerful spirit-that
should be present even when Christ

mas gifts selected.’

when. selecting -your Christmas gifts,

and prayers shottld,

- bread,
- small jar of fruit, the one thing tobe ..

I wonder ‘how
‘many have thought seriously about this.

:"‘Even ‘our thoughts are heard:in heav-
¢1i.” ‘What then is-the value of serl-
-ous thinking? The thought you put
‘forth as you buy your gift may-be
-of more value'than-even-the gift’itself,
“The angels know your thoughts, they -
“know mine“too; ' and God is able to
use our thoughts .in.every gift: wea
send, until ‘the nersoh to whom the
glft- is sent wil} feel the divine touch

-+of ‘love, folded ‘away 'sweetly by t(he.

gentle hand of the Lord is a thonght.
‘It may have’been a serious, precious
thought,” until ‘it has -power enough to
bring before the receiver of the gift a
‘tender, touching picture of the Christ-
child, in a rude, cold' manger with no-
where to lay His tiny head of glory
save ouly on-His mgther'siarm, ~‘Lord
Jesus, if ‘we have been failures in the
past, help us-to cautiously consider .
the future as we: gelect' our Christmas
.gifts, for a true Christmas spirit de-
‘mands . proper. consideration, .prayer
and -selection of gifts. - i .
Questicn, - How docs our influence
go with our Christmas gifts? Why?
FRIDAY— Gifts We Enjoy Giving.
(2 Cor. 9:6, 7).. A cheerful glver
(v 7). The best gifts we can give
are those into which we put ourselves,
the work of our hands or our brains.
All ‘the time we are preparing them
we have the joy of giving, We are .
thinking of those whom we shall ;
meake-glad, and when they recelve our
gifts they are happy, not only for the
zifts, but even for the thought.and
love, and the definite personal- effort
which they represent, scarcely realiz-
ing that prayer made the gifts appear
even .more  attractive, Our Father,
‘help us to understand and to know the
Spirit of .Christ better this Christmas
as we prepare for 'giving in. personal
service -which even our circumstances
allow, : There are so many -out of
work and many cry for bread. If
you can spare only a five cent loaf of
a°pound: of ‘sugar, or even a

remembered.is prepare your gift in
Jesus’ name und with each bundle
utter a prayer. - The.widow that gave
her mite (all her living) was blessed
more’ than all ‘the others who gave
large gifts into .the treasury, A 'gift
though small, if. given with cheer and
praver, - is . worth far' .more in God’s
slght than a costly. gift given without
the Spirit of Christ put into it. That
is the real value of your .Christmas
gifts, because. the, spirit . of. Christmas
is Christ Hlmself

-
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Question,
nate (those who have no work or food)
help -to make". others happy? - Their
prayers are ‘worth Just as:much as our
Zprayersa..And theipvsorrows shoiild
be remembered by us all, and mingled
with all our joys, yet, after all there
is something they can do that will
, wmake others glad, what is it?

SATURDAY— Gifts That Express

. Love (2 Cor. 8:1-9), They - gave of
their awn eccord (v. 3). Who cares
for a gift that is given only that
another may be received in return?
Who cares for a gift that expresses.

merely an cffort to return only a favor 2

Such. g‘ibts bring o joy,. either to-
those . who. give or, to thogs: who re -
gelve, In reality they are no gifts at

afl. They only substitute for giving,
in the true spirit of Christmas. . Qive
.at Christmas only that which you wish
:to give, hoping to receive nothing in
-return.  Grant unto us, O God; that

How can the unfortu-’

Dec. -14. Home Loving, Prov. 81:25-31.
MONDAY~—Trustworthy (Prov, 31:
-10-16), - Trusteth in  her (v, 11).
VA woman . kas-a ‘fight’ to ‘change her
!mind' 50 has every one else.. But no
one has a right to betray a trust. No
one has a right to be undependable.
-No one has a right to reveal a secret
‘without the permission of those con-
cerned. No one has a right to pre-
tend, to deceive, to misrepresent. No
"oune has a right to make a promise
without the absolute 'intention to keep
it. . Loyalty is the first necessity of
happy companionship with the Lord
Jesus and our fellowmen. Teach us

" thuse words Father, To.be trusted is

»

-the spirit of trade.may not replace the; -

+Spirit of Christ in our hearts at Christ-
-mas time.

~ Question, - Children, young people!:
“You all have a gift

Christ’ ~was.a. Christmas gift to us.

"How many are to give to Jesus a gift.

this Clrls{mas?: (It is your soul)

a glmter compliment than:to be loved.

Quéstion, ' "What can we' do, that
others may trust us more?

TUESDAY— Industrious (Ruth 2:
19-23).  She gleared in the field until
etening (v, 17). A young man said
to & young woman, “I do not believe
that the girls of today know what a
needle is for.”  And she quickly ans-
wered, “Of course we do!” Not many

- ..self-respecting young women now are

.+ willing to be supported wholly by the
to give to Jesus, .

labor of others, receiving all from a

<. world to which- they give nothing,

SUNDAY— Gifts That Represent -

Christ (2 Cor. 9:12-15).  His unspeak-
able gift (v. 13). = All our Christmas
giving should in some way remind us
and .our friends of Him who brought

. Christmas into the worid. Why should-
s¢nl even .a Christmas .

a . Christian

card that carries nothing of the true -

message and meaning of Christmas- ..
O Christ, who loved. us and'’
‘who gave thyself for us, may we give*

place in"our :

tide? .

~unto thee the central
minds and our hearts during all the
+Christmas season. May our thoughts
.and -our gifts- be inspired of thee by

the memory of thine own self as a-

gift to us.
Question, What is the rt_aal Dlvine
Spirit of Christmas?
Benediction—The Lord watch be-
tween me and thee, when we are ab-
gent one from another.

December 14 1930

 What a Young Woman Should Be-

Proverbs 31:10-31.
DAILY READINGS

Dec. 8. Trustworthy. Prov. 31:10-15. -
Dec. 9, Industrious, Ruth 2:17-23.
" Dec, 10, Thrifty. Proverbs 31‘:16-24.‘
Dee. 11. Generous, 1 Sam, 25:2-42,
Dec. 12. Modest Genesis 24:61-67. -
Dee. 13. Religious, Luke 10:38-42, -

g% Idlencss is the way to disgatisfaction,
* restlessness,

“We enjoy ourselves only in our 'work,'_'
Dear |

' mischief, _and misery.
-our doing is our enjoyment, y
-Lord, may each of us he worth some-
- thing to others - in what we can do.
In our best manner may we pay our
own way, asking God for strength and
- grace measured out for each day, in
"His will, His way.

. Question, ‘What s the greatest
deod we can do for others?
. WEDNESDAY—Thritty (Prov, 3L:
16-24).
ble” (v.18). A young married woman
sald, “I am not interested .in saving.
The more I spend, ‘the harder my
husband will have to work to pay the
bills,” An older and wiser woman
‘who heard her, remarked, “I wonder
what her husband thinks about it?"
Already the foundations of that home
are shaky. Even the home life and

- work is a co-operative enterprise, and

it cannot survive long on any other
basis, O God, that made the world,
who ceaslessly watches to sustain it,
grant that each of us may gladly do
his or her part in all the walks of
life, that each strive to do his br her
duty.

. -Question.. In what way can we. be
.thrifty.in accordance with God’'s will?

" PHURSDAY—Generous (1 Sam. 25:
2.49). . She reacheth forth her hands

'selﬁsh heart, -

Her merchandise is profita-

“tirries gone by,

‘most real thing we know.

..toays of her husband._ (v.-27),

to the needy (Prov, 31:20).
hand is alw'v.ys the

A stingy
instrument of a
Generosit),«x desire to
help, 2 recognitioh "of 'Worth “in .the
humblest and poorest, 2. preparedness
to serve in time of need, these are the
marks of a disposition that always
cheers, and a soul of whose comradship
one never tires. Teach us, O God, to

“live for others, and that our opportu-

nities never shall be limited,

Question. How can we be most gen-
ercus to those around us?.

FRIDAY— Modest  (Gen.. 24: 61-67)
She took her veil and covered herself
(v. 65), DModesty i3 every woman's
treasure:. It may be expressed.in
different - ways and “in different ages,
but the nature of modesty itself never
changes.. . Its priceless value is 'never
discounted. When - modesty (self-
regpect) is lost, all that -women hold
most dear, and that men prize most in
womanhood is. gone. Modesty is
always attractive, even to those whe
have it not. Help ug, Lord, to always
be our best selves, May our desire
to be courteous and polite and cheerful
never make us cheap. DMay we always
win with selt-respect or lose with
honor; We thank thee for the glory
of 'true. “omanhood

Question. At what value does God
place womanho_od?

SATURDAY— Religious Luke 10:
38-42). A woman that feareth Jeho-
wekh, she shall be praised (Prov.31:30).
Human happiness has no perfect secu-
rity but. freedom, freedom none but
virtue, virtue nome but knowledge;
and neither freedom nor virtue, nor
knowledge has any vigor, or immortal

‘hope, except in the, principles of the

Christian faith. Women of today owe

~most everything in their.lives that is

worth having to Christian living and
the faith that othérs:'had in the cen-
Life and religion
are one. Nelther is of much value
when separated from the 6ther 0
God, wilt thou always be to us the
May our
relation to thee be to us the most im-
portant thing we have. May the
knowledge and worship of thee be the
most glorious thing we undertiake in
our homes or out of them,
Question. In what way can a wom-
an make her home an altar unto the
Lord?
S-UNDAY-——-

) ‘Home Loving (Prov.
51:25-31),

She looketh awell to the
The
kreatest wotk in ‘which a woman can
engage is the making of a real home
for herself and for those she loves,
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Our civilization -depends upon the
Family life will, be at. an‘end’

turbed peace and rest do not live out-
.side the home. Lord JYesus, we thank

" .thee for the example of thy life within

‘the home of .a carpenter; a man of
Jhumble trade.. May we never forget
that Be it ever so humble there's no
place like home.” May each of us un-
"derstand she has a part in making the
home what it ought to be. And may
we all realize this as the .the greatest
thing we shall ever do,

Question. . In each and every. home

_ - there should be erected asfamilyraltar, -
' How can it be done.

When?
BENEDICTION:—

December 21, 1930,
Joy To The World

Luke 2:13, 14; Eph. 5:19, 20.

. DAILY READINGS .
Dec. 15. God's Love. John 3:16-21.
Dec. 16, God’s Nearness, John 1:1-14.
Dec. 17, God’s Forgivness, John 1:29-34
Dec. 18. God’'s Power. Phil, 4:8-13.

-Dec, 19. God’s Example. Eph. 4:11-15,

God’s Purpose. Luke 2:8-12.
God’s Plan..  Matt. 2:1-12.
MONDAY—God’s Love (John 3:16-
21). For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son (v.16).
The gladdest message the world has
ever received is the assurance that God
loves us and desires our good, - The
angels from heaven sang in the Beth-
lehem sky, of good will toward men.
The star was the direct sign which
the Lord Himself should give as a
signal of God's love. -

Dec. 20,

"Oné lone star to mark the cradle,

-Of a manger cold and bare;
Only straw within for comfort,
While the angels’ watched with care,

1 wonder how many would really
love to have seen that lowly place
It may have
been a cold, cheerless stable with the
cold wind sweeping through, while no
doubt the moon-beams peeped through
the large open space between rude logs.
There was no stove in which to make

i

a fire, the moment of distress had come,

for almost we can hear Joseph saying,
“This is to be the King of glory. O,
we had hoped to have things in order
when Jesus should be born, but now
that the time is here, we are far away
from our own home, and I have sought
in vain for a place of comfort for Mary

but alas, it must be God's purpose for -

it to be just as it 13.” And so it was,
‘God watched, walted, then with sim-
plicity a gentle loving hand placed a

" blemish,

.;beautirul star just - above-this lowly
' place where- ‘lay God’s only begotten

Son, just a Babe, but our Savior.
Question. Have you ever realized

how much God loved us?

" TUESDAY—God's nearness (John

1:1-14), - And the word became fiesh

‘and dwelt among us" (v. 14), The

salvation of Christ fills with joy and
hope.. I8 it no wonder the wise men
worshiped the new-born King? Is it
not wonderful that - the shepherds
heard the angels singing and beheld

‘their beauty, at the birth of Jesus?

Yes, the bells of heaven rang,

Yes, the blessed angels sang:
Christ is.born, 'tis Christmas morn;
Peace on earth, good will towardmer.

God gave -to- the world a very pre-
cious Gift, His only Son,- What hare
we to give In return? God’s nearness
has been demonstratéd to us in the
p rson of His Son. We: have. . been
made nigh unto God by the blood of
Christ, and “in God we live, and move,
and have our being.”

-~ Question.

‘'WEDNESDAY—God's Forgiveness
(John 1:29-34).  Taketh away the
sin of the world (v. 29). The Jewish
people had supposed that the guilt of
God the life of a Ilamb without
sin could be removed by offering to
Jesus came with . the glad
message from God, and John pointed
him out as the Lamb of God, the One
who could take away sin by His own
precious blood. - We thank thee O God,
for the love that really forgives, May
we believe'in Him who shed His blood
for our sins, that by that -blood we may
be cleansed from all our -sins,

Question:
love to become God's child?

THURSDAY—God’s Power (Phil. 4:
8-13). The Divine Spirit who lived
in Jesus will live in-each of us in just
the degree in which we make room

‘for Him, receive Him, and obey Him,

When Jesus was born there was no
room found for Him at the inn, is
there in your life for Him? He does
not transform us into perfect beings
who cannot sin, but He gives us power
to become children of God, yielding to
His influence, and obeying Him in all
things, we grow in grace and a knowl-
edge of Him. -~ A child cannot walk
when it first-tries, it is apt to stumble
and fa]l; so a young Christian is apt
to fall, but Jesus has promised to be
with us to help in every time of need.

How' may we become the children
of God?. '

- Question. How may we grow, and
reach the full measure of Christ?

‘maturity;

How can we reflect God?’

-How many would truly

" FRIDAY—God’s - Example ; (Eph. 41
11-15), - “Unto the measure of«the
stature of the fulness of Christ” (v.13)

:We know what a human life ought. to

be and what a2 human life may becoma .
when lived in fellowship, with God.
Our example i3 the life of Jesus. He
has set a copy or each of us to repro-
duce. . God desires that we shall grow,
not always remaining babes and chil-
in spiritual enperience but reaching'
that is, reaching the full
measure of developement in the full-
ness of Christ, How long in our own
churches and young people’s work
shall we remain babes to be cuddled,
and petted, and humored? When shall

“wo become strong so that others may-

lock to us for comfort and strength?
Since Chr.». has been made known to

‘v8, may we bhe satisfled with nothing

less than the likeness of Him in our

‘lives ‘day by day.

Question. How may we grow, reach-

‘ing ;he full measure of Christ?

SATURDAY— God’s Purpose {Luke
2:8-14). God‘mnde man to resemble
Him in likeness. If we are to reflect

- God and live to His glory and honor,
_we must be like Him, '

God made us
all to live and work together, Onuly

~when we live according to God’s pur-

pose can we k. happy. Only when we
work together can we make progress.
Only when we.recognize God as the
universal Father of all livxng can the
world. know. permanent peace Our
Father may thy great love for. us, re-
vealed in. thy gift on that first Christ-
mas day, shame us out of our jealousy,

"eavy, and selfish ambitions that cause

suspicion and hatred, and strife.’

Question. How many wiil do with-
cut something) this Chiistmas, in order
that some little boy or girl might have

a Christmas gift, in memory of the
lowly birth of Jesus? .

SUNDAY-—God’s Plan (Matt. 2 1-12).
God’ plan from - beginning of creation
has been to make a world that will
fully express Himself., All that we
see-are the garments of God, or per-
haps we ‘could say, the body in which
God lives, and works. ‘The end of all
creation with its highest form is man,
who i$ made in the image of God,
Thus Christ humbled Himself to be-
Come a man’'and who took upon Him
self the form of a servant. He camsa
in the flesh that He might give His own
.blood to redeem man, to bring man
back to God, from whence man had
strayed, “Being made nigh unto God .
by the blood of Christ.”. Thus Christ
came to this world to restore to God
that which was lost: Man had dlse-
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beyed ‘and. had ' committéd ' treason
against the divine laws of God. Jesus
came té restore and. pardon..
Question, ..How many will strive
and work to be like Jesus?
BENEDICTION —_—

December 28 1930.
Thmgs This 'Year Ha.s Taught Us

Deut..8:1—11.
DAILY READINGS

Dec. 22. God’s Care of Us. Deut, 8:1-10.

Dec. 23, Our Own Weakness. Deut. 9:
. ©.6-19. .
Dec. 24, Qur Own Streng-th Deut. 11
. 825,

Dec. 2o Our Need of God Deut §:11-18
Deec..26. God’s Discipline Deut, 11:1-7.
.Dec. 27. God’s. Progressive Purpose,
’ Deut. 10:12-22, o
28, Aésurance of
Deut. 11:26-32,
MONDAY—Gods Care of Us (Deut
8:1-10). Jehovch thy God hath led
thee (v.2). How grateful we are at the
end of the year for God's loving care
over us!
walk alone, many times the way was
dark, and we seemed to walk bliddly,
but now we look back over the path
by which we have come, and we know
that God’s hand was leading us évery
step of the’ way. Many of the expe-
riences we dreaded most we know now
to have been our greatest blessmgq
Some of the things which still puzzle
us and grieve us, sometime we shall
understand God never fails His ow
He]p us, 0 God, to believe we cannot
‘understand; help us to walk by faith,
unafraid when we cannot see the way.

Question In what way has God most
tenderly cared - ror you in the past
year"

"TUESDAY— Our Own “Weakness,
(Deut. 9:6-19), That He might humble
thee (Deut. 8: 2). God never tempts
men to'do wrong, but-He cannot leave
them to.go free without being subject
.10, testings and. trials, - If .men were
.incapable of being tempted they..would
be :like machines with no. character,
and with' no fellowship .with God -.as
their Creator. - ' If. the' trials of the

.year have revealed to us our own weak-
ness, . we should thank God that we
;have discovered : our faults -and . en:
deavor to correct them., This ig the
way real, genuine character grows.-
- Father, may.we be better men and
women . during the coming year, be-
-cause of the experience of the yearp
»that hag passed. -May . this be true
not only of what . we do, but also of
what we are. * . :
Question, ~ How - may our failings
-in the past year mean blessings-to us

Dec.

the Futﬁi'e. "

Many times we seemed to -

in the coming .year? : ’
-WEDNESDAY—Our. Own. Strength.
(Deut, 11:8-25).  To :prove:thee. to
know what-is in- thy heart (Deut. 8:2).
if the past year “has 'not.taught ‘us
some new:.things that we can-do, if it
has not.opened to us.some new: oppor-
tunity into which we entered, we have
been .very careless indeed, If we re-
. member no. obstacles ;which - we .have
overcome, .:Af .we . have .won no moral
- battles .0f ‘which we. are consacious, our
1ives have been lacking in purpoge and
sJreroism.
to the best we have known, if we have
walked with Christ ‘upon the heights
where the view. is clear ang the air is
.clean, we have gained spiritual .vision
which'will enable us to reach new. ele-
-vations of Christian experience:and
Christ-like .service during the year

into which we-are .about to enter.

So long as we live we must: grow.
We thank thee Father, for.what we
have learned of good and . righteous-
ness in the year-that has enclosed .in
its swift .moments of time .our joys
and our sorrows. . Enrich our lives
during the coming year.by our making
some other life sweeter .and better,
Question. .How.can. we make the
lives of .others brighter- the coming
year?,
THURSDAY—QOur Need of God
(Deut. 8:11-18). -Man .doth: not live
by bread alone (Deut. 8:3)., . If mate-
-al things could have satisfied our
-wants, then the Christ.need not have
come into .the world and there never
would -have been the:first'.Christmas
day. He is the true :Bread :which
cometh down:from God out of heaven.
He giveth life unto .the whole world,
If we have lived the past.year.out of
-fellowship with God, our souls have
been starved and we have become
weaklings; but if -our souls have fed
upoh His living Spirit-through daily
Bible readings, and prayers, .then-has
. He lived in-us, and Christmas is.some-
thing far :deeper and richer, .and. bet-
ter than a holiday, - O Lord. Christ,
_who was born of Mary at Bethlehem

$0 long ago,.may we behold ,thy glory .

and enter into.thy purpose -for the
‘world,
Quest:on How. may our,.own lives

be sweeter.the coming year?

FRIDAY—God’s Discipline (Deut.
11:1-7), .Jehoveh thy God chastencth
theec (Deut, 8:5). A father who never
exercised discipline toward his chil-
dren would -be :an unworthy father,
He would be merely leaving them to
suffer - the .penalties. of their wrong
doings in. a-far more merciless way.

.But if we_have :been-loyal

.the law of all.life.

_ftual babes.

A:real -father -warns, corrects, encour:-

ages, and sometimes .must punish, it
God:had ‘not imade ‘us. go that..we. feel
painswhen ,we lean.against a-red-hot
stove,.,we -would -destroy- our .own
bodies.unconciously. If God had .not
made. us.so that every sin. brings sor-
row :and . suffering, we..would destroy
our -souls thoughtlessly. . We thank

.theeLord, .that: thy:laws are. always -
-just;1.thou. dost .always. tredat us .as..a

-father, .and .we pray' that .we may

always. treat thee.as true sons..and

.daughters. o
Question. How may.we best. humi- -

-ble .ourselves to . the dibclpline of. God

our  heavenly Father?
SATURDAY—God's Progreesive Put-
pose (Deut, 10:12-22). When - the
birdlings’ wings have grown the
mother hird pushes’them out of the
nest,
her back and flies toward the open
sky Then suddenly swoops down-
ward, leaving them dependent: upon
the support df:their own wings,
God :does ‘not
want us to.always be .moral and spir-

always, be “satisfied with little tasks.
Not only .are we to stand with Him,

but we are to walk with Him, Walk-
.ing..means . progress,
time is .for.

That is what
Qur. Father,  we - thank
thee .for Him .who. said,

way. We.are not blind.
‘the way to go.
the way of Christ.,

We: know
Help us. to- walk :in
Help us to not-he

content in standing still, but may.we

as true. soldiers keep: marching. for-
ward in the.r anks of ‘all the young
people who stand for God,
Question: In what way may I.help
those who cannot ‘help themselves?
SUNDAY—Assurance of the Future
(Deut. 11:26-32).  Jehoveh thy..God
bringeth thec into a good land (Deut.
§:7). ~There is assurance for .the
futnre in God’s love, and care in the
past
To Him who reigns above the sun
_A thousand years are but a. day.
’Ti': better a lowly deed were done,
And kent the .humble way.
The rust will find the sword of mme,
The dust ,will hide the crown:

Ay, none shall hang so high his name,

“Time shall not tear it down,
The happiest heart that ever beat
. Was in some quiet breast
That found the common things so

sweet; ‘

_And left to heayven the rest.

Question .

tion in the future? -
"BENEDICTION: H

The eagle takes her young upon

It is

-He does not wish us to .

I am- the -

’ In what way may we.be
‘fully aware of God's love ,and protec-

~
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Lesson XII -+ :Dee.:21,.1930
- Christmas Lesson
Luke 2:1-20
‘Topic:-—The Message of the
Angels. ’
"Golden Text--Unto you is born this

day, in the city of David, a Savior, ’

which is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:11.
Practical Truth--Jesus died for the
rademption of every. person.
Outline-~I. The birth of Jesus.
L. Jesus’ birth announced toshepherds.
1II. The angel’s song. '
IV. The shepherds’ visit to Jesus.
~Time~~Décember B. C. 5.
Place--Bethlehem.

Introduction—Only Matthew
and Luke give an account of Jesus’
birth. The first appearance of
Jesus in Mark's record is whenhe
presented himself to be baptized
of John in Jordon. John's Gospel
begins with the pre-incarnate exist-
ence of Jesus and refers to his birth
only in these words, “The Word was
made flesh and dwelt among us (1:
14). Both Matthew and Luke
make it plain that Jesus was born
of a virgin according to Isainh 7:14,
and that He was begotten by the
Holy Ghost. And both records
tell how, before His birth, Jesus
was announced to be the Son of
God, the Savior of the world.

In Matthew, the ancestry of Jesus
as the royal son of David, is traced
back to Abraham. Luke traces His
descent back to Adam as the repre-
gsentative of the human race:. The
world's peace, good willand joy can
not be produced by the world itself:
they must be brought by a Savior.
Christ’s coming to earth was the
greatest event in the history of the
world——it proved God’s good-will to-
ward men, and brought the peace
of God to the hearts of men; -thus
brought peace among men.
peace of God rules in our hearts, we
will follow things which make for
peace,

Commentary—I,
oF Jesus (vs 1-7). God uses many
very effective ways of leading  peo-
ple to the right place at the right

time. Bishop Hall once said, “Every-

creature walks blindfold; only

If the

THE . BlrTH

He that dwells in light knows whith-
er we go.” Jesus was born at Bethle-
hem, and He could: not.be born

there -if his parents reinained -at

Nazareth, A little longer stay at

Nazareth and the prophecy would.

have failed, but certainly there wus

no intention on Mary's part, nor on-

Joseph's part to fulfil the prophecy,’

nor was it the purpose of Ceasar
Augustus to fulfil prophecy when
he issued the decree that every

citizen should go to his or her city-

and register that they might be
taxed. Ceasar’s purpose was simply
to tax the people, but Joseph and
Mary were brought to Bethlehem
at just the right time that Jesus
should be born in the City of David.
The large company .of people who
were in Bethlehem at this time, in
obedience to the emperor's decree,
had taken up all the room at

the inn, so Joseph and Mary found .

shelter in a place where the do-
mestic animals were housed. Often
the same .roof covered
where the family lived and the place
where the animals were kept, The
stable where Jesus was born might

have been a part - of - the inn, - or it.

may have been a part of some
home in Bethlehem. :

II. Jesus' BIRTH ANNOUNCED TO THE
Suepnerps (vs 8-12). Sheep raising
was an important occupation in the
region of Bethlehem. The people liv-
ed in towns - and villiages, but

the place-

shepherds watched and guarded the -

flocks day and night against robbers
and wild beasts. No doubt these
shepherds, like Simeon, were among
those who waited for the “con-
solation of Israel.” Perhaps. they
beguiled the tedious -hours

meditation and conversation
cerning ‘the “Coming One,’ and
were prepared somewhat for the

with
con- -

unexpected visit. Thus was Nathan.

ael engaged, all alone but not
unseen, in unconscious preparation

for his first interview with Jesus.:

So was John the Revelator on

“his lonely rock “in the Spirit on the

Lord's day,” prepared for hearing the
voice of the Son of man. .But if the

shepherds-weére the first, the sages:

were the first-from afar to see the
new-born king.” Yes, on that very
day.in theright place, “in .the city
of David,” unto them, unto us, unto
all' the world a child was born, a
Savior was given—not One who is to
&e'a Savior, but One who s a
Savior. The shepherds were to find
Him whose goings forth had been
from of old, from everlasting; Him:
whom the heaven of heavens could
not contain, “a babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a
manger "’ '

IIT. Tue Ancer's Soxg (vs 13,
14). Suddenly the angel who had
brought the message of joy to the
shepherds was joined by a multitude
of the heavenly hast,” to let it he
known how this eventisregarded in
heaven, and should be regarded on
earth. ' The first note of their trans-’
porting hymn was, “Glory to God,"”’
which the new-born babe was to-
bring. The second note was, “Peace
on earth,” the third, “Good will to-
ward men.,” Peace with God is the
supreme nerd of this fallen world
of men. To bring this in was the
prime errand of the Savior to this
earth,and with it descends the “Good
will” of the Father to rest upon
men, as upon the Son with whom
God is well pleased. :

IV.. Tue Swuepaeeps’ Visr 10
Jesus- (vs 15-20). The message of
the angel and the chorus of the
heavenly host had greatly inpressed
the shepherds, and they were hun-
gry to know more of the Savior
whom the angel had announced.
They did not say, “Let us gdo and’
see if this be true.” They had no
misgivings, so they said. “Let us go
and see this thing which is come to
pass.” They went with haste and
found it according ‘to the words
of the angel, and when they had
seen they made known all that they
had heard and seen concerning the
Christ child, and they glorified and
praised God for it all. The message
Mary received from the shepherds,
together with the words of the
angel to her (Luke 1:32:33) and the
words of the angel to Joseph (Matt -
1:21) she pondered in her ‘heart.
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Lesson XIII - Deec. 28,1930
‘Review: .. .,

The Pattern of Christian Eiving;:
(Reading Lesson: Heb. 12:1-10:).0 ",
‘Devotional Reading: Matt. 5:3-16.:

Topic: ~Fellowship with Christ,

“Practical Truth---To walk with God
is the greatest privilege given to men.

Time--+The .perind , covered by Lhe
hveq studied durmg the quartet JU?C
closing is the first ﬁfty-ﬁve yeara of the’

Cht’lstlan{em\ o TR
‘ ' BRSOV
l'ntrmlut-tmn —-——Dmmg, ;this.

quirter we have studied the I ves,
of nineteen men, ane of whom was
u. Gentile, and seven women. . These
lives eoyered o period,of about 1000
vears, frpm about B.C. 1996!0‘;&)‘011;,.
A. D 50, . Each person’s life:shows .
thatlifs, withont. God is, incomplete, -
and that,,God’s ; presence and power,
in the life, ‘makes stieeessful, worth-.
while living. - Many of these, hml,
fsllowship with Christ An the ﬂesh./
‘hut that was notall that was needed. |
"Poter and. Judas had been with. the,,
Lord: Peler denied Him, un‘(_ljjudas;
‘betrayed, Him. .. /The coming of the,,
Holy Spiritafter Clrist’s ascension,,
“did. what - the. bodily. presence of,

Jesns failed-to.do. . We may, hpve,

‘true. fellowship with Christ, today.,
‘through the H_()ly,Spiril,,;m(l.;m'(_a_ljy“
'true Christian has a measure of sucl ,
"fe]lowship Noue -of the lives we
‘have smdled were true Christiqus:
until their Jhearts were changed,
neither-can  we. be true Christians
without.a,chauge of heart- . ..., .,,,.

Summary —Lesson L ; Tppics;

What . Makes .a _ Christian,; Home?..

Zacharias and Elizabeth, were very

devout . persons who served God.,
faithfully: and praved over,allahe,
affairs of Jife, and they praved for a,,
son.. Gud;heard their prayer , and,
they. became, the, parents of John,
the Bapiist. . Their humble devotion.,

to God .and their constant, earnest..

prayers, point;the way. 1o ehtpining
the thing wedesireinthe willof God,

JIE. Topic; A Mother's [nfluenge.,
Mary. wag the most -favored among
women, and (became the-mother,of
Jesus, Byherprayers, meditation, .
and service.for her Son, Mary shows.
us the way -to;be good .parents.. It

takes wisdom, from. above to be good
parents. .
1 HIL Topic: Hnw Wlsdom Depends.
on. Character. Because Simeon and
Anna lived close to God and were’
truly interested in the coming of the
Messiah, the Holy Gliost gave them.
wisdom and insight not possessed.
by others; The 'same holy living.
and.commmunion with . God accounts
for:the deep Spiritual knowledge
often . exhibited. by - otherwise
unlearned persons. "Blessed are the.
pure in: heart,
God.hy , : S
IV, Topic: -, Making Prohibition
Effective and Permanent. . It is told.
that- a certain - American  saloon-
keeper said to a preacher, " You can -
preach “here, if.] may choose. the
pulpit.” “Right,” said the preacher.
The saloon-keeper set ‘him on a.
whisky- barrel, thinking it a great :
Jolte:« But the preacher..began.: “I
am.now.preaching where Thave long .
wished to be— with the-devil under
myfeet)” When Christ arose from
the: dead He. had Satan under His.
feet: Heigave us patterns of the life
werare to live—a-busy, practical life:
of, fellowship -with Him, with the.
devilunder ourfeet - S
V. Topic: How:. Christ  Gives .
Strength. . -Peter was a man with
a fervid, impetuous, nature. -He, Jov-
ed-Christ greatly, but in an hour of
weakness and: confusion, he denied
him. His.experience at Pentecost -
made him_ a-man of -power. The-
meray..that- . provides for salvatjon;
atthe first, will keep us.;saved. and .
provides for failures like Peteris (...,

VL “Tapic: The, Value and Peril of -

Doubt, -, Thomas was; a brave. hut..
caytious man. . He proposed to face,
allidangers.with Jesus, . But. after.
the crucifixion he would not believe .
- that Jesus was alive again-.until he,
saw..Him., . .. ETY S TR RPN
VI, Tnplc...Overcnming Raci-e.
al Prejudice, Faith opers the door
to let in thepower of God. . It wasso.
when Jesus-met the centurion; who
came to Him onbehalfof his-servant,
wha lay sicle of the palsy,  and.said
uutg)‘Jesus, “Speak the  word. only,
and.my, servant shall- be healed.’!.

for they shall see

Real faith!is always rewarded

VIIL. .Topic:.. What Followmg
Christ Mennﬁ.l The rich voung rul-
er failed utterly when he counted
lhethmgq of "earth “of more value
than the things of God. All depends
on the choice we malke. We can
choose Christ and live, or we can
choose the world and die. .

1X. Topic: - ‘Making ‘Business
Christian.  The sigus of conversion
are repeitance, confession, restitu-
tion and benevolence.. Qut of great
sinners Jesuscan make great saints,
Zacchaeus must have: heen truly .
converted, for Jesus said to him,
“Thl‘! dny is salvation conle to this
house " The' man made n;,ht ng,hts
his wrongs; = -

X Topie: Stephen's Contribution:
to Ghristianity. ‘Stephen was a
mighty and‘effective preacher: 'He
st have been dflame * with zeal
awd passion for Christ to press into’
afew'years'a great'life work.:’ By
hig holy:ifelanid example, 4 sue-
cessful ‘evangelism, and 'his spirit
and conduct:at’ his death; he helped:
to win :tov Chrlst the grent apostle’
to the Gentiles:

X1 Topic: Conversion: Its nature
ad Extent:” “Conversion ‘js the
great change which : marks the be-'
ginning of *Chrisuian 'life and ser-
vice. After lits conversion, Paul was
a much chanded man, and could
suy, “Ieount all things but loss, for:
therexcellency " of the ‘knowledde
of Christ‘Jesus:my Lord:  for whom”
I have suffered the'loss of all things;
and-do count them'but dung, that I
may win Christ: - (Phil. 3:8).

-XII. -Topicy: The Message of theé
Angels. - Men: werenot concerned

about the birth of Jesus: but heaven
was. concerned: and angels  were
sent toannounce the event, ‘The:
announcement was made to humnble’
shepherds who visited the Child and”
spread the news - abroad.

The first message at the birih of
Christ was 4 missionary message.

‘The: first message of the risen-
Lord wasia missionary ‘message.

The first: command - of the risen
Lord:to his dlsclples ‘was a mlssnon-‘
ary. command e
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\ (B CE P\/mm "‘Unfle Charley,”

Greemop Missouri

Editor. -

‘ vt e R N

1‘ alli nf’ of th(‘

In fr;mt nf Un(‘le C!mrim s office
t.lcro sl’mds a ldrgz(, Mdplo 'n e that
durmg, the hot stmmer daw h.:s
been a comfort, as with its hegvy
f'olmyﬂ it has brol\en the rays of the

nmmer s, Mme Umn once v -
I rechned m 1tq Qhade and g /-
ed into the tree top, w_atd\m{i tae
birds as they hopped from brauel to
branch, singing (hmr mornmd oy
evening lay. A‘: Ig‘.:’ed upon the
tree in all its beanty and grandepr
I thought, how beautiful is nature!

L (‘ H V(‘ £

Today, as I entered: the office: -t
noticed the . walk . covered . with
leaves, and as | looked into the tree
1 noticed the Ife:)ves, ,were much
changed in appearance.: . Instead of
being a dark .green. they  were
all colors from green to brown.
Only a few mouths "ago-each leaf
was a.very small bud whose highest
aim was to be a full grown leaf, and

-as it grew to filla place in.life that

-would lend comfort and: protection,

.and at the  same time speak ()f the

greatness of its Maker -
.During the last few hours sever-

‘,a] boys and dirls have entered my

office for a few moments' chat, and
occasionally for a story,.and as-1 be-
‘held their smiling . faces. as they
‘stood with their arms across my
shoulders, or holdmg amy haund, 1

.have thought, What beautiful buds,
-just blooming into man and woman-

hood of lifel- . I have no doubt but

. what the desire of each is to-become
-.a- full grown-man or. woman,

In order -that- they.may accom-
plish their mission. and become a

: blessing, it is necessary .they draw

from the Tree of Life the necessary
foud for. the . development. of . the

. soul which ,is. to blossom into the

‘likeness  of its . Malker, and become
a blessing -to :man and - a glory to

. God. Then when they shall -have

T .

ripened into old age and are ready
tr drop off, they will not drop off
ns tive httlc leaves, but wnh faith in
Asie \h.{m cand 2 lcvmwledge of
h \vmg [l““(l a uwlu‘ position in life
they .can step into ‘another life,
and mm «mnthw home where they
will dvull in t.u"’mwnu' of Him
‘/(m Toyed mmn dave dm'w}f
for ‘h«'m '

‘Uh

" RZiwnui
- 1 i
,‘I\ \pv !{:)r”

Dear: Uncle, )
writing Lo v, as § i
tae ather boys ;:i.’g(‘g wirls
Chadig’s family.

I oom o menhes SNCIA :
will. Buaptig) chavel m‘.!w 9 ( .
cl., Iotder
pastor. We bave a Froe Wili i it
Leogue of which T am a meber
of the iu'nm Dt“pdlil.:( nt - Wealso
bave a poud Sund .1y' School aud

rayer meeting., Elder N()el I'urner
isuny brother: He is away from
home now, helping in 8 xevnvai near
Cassville, Mo. .

Uncle Chaxlw 1 usk you and
"i” unmmu to pray for me tnat 1
may. be of sewu,e m,l_h'evLords

Winfoy Davis is our

work.
Y()m fl"nd
T T Rupert Turuex
‘We will pray for y(m" Rupert

dq we enjl)y yOUl‘
. Yours, -
Uncle Charlie.

Writé -
letters:

us’ ﬂ{,dll],

. Who ‘Hu.s Scen the Wind?.
Who has seen the wind?:
. Neither:I nor- you,;
But when the leaves hang tlemblmg,
The wind is passing - through.
Who has seen the wind?
‘Neither :yon: nor 1;:

. But when the trees l)ow down their

~heads, ;
.-The:wmd is ‘passing by.

‘would ‘say, !}
"Christian life!

i -

- The Pradigal Sen, er the .
Backslider -~

By I\enneth Turner - s

Through mistake this articde \\.m
signed **Mrs. Joe. Turner,”? in {l

November Gem, when it should have

been Kenneth Turner, who i& @ scon
of Mrs. Joe Turner. ) o

(Continued from November jssue)

"But 1 began to think of worldly

things, associating - with -ungedly

folks who caused me to become
carctess and neglectful. T then fail-

ed to pray and failed io
religions meetings,

attend
and belore | had
realized it I was indulging in sinful
things, Insteod of gning to chnreh,
I'went to the pietire show.. On
Sunday 1 went switniin. ¢, 1t see
m:y
ungodiibe, . (U, the

horee recea
thing it we,

el cates o nd”

rew 4 v el e 5
avidness, wickedness, augeo]iness,

and sinfoln e it 18 pgneegd

plaves
hend o Nunday i ‘v"\’h\'
in Sunday  Sehaoel,
Leagie or
Kind, vorrs lessegd
Master, instead of indnigivein (hese
disgracefnt thirngs,

from
ol on nsg-
nat-be fourd
prayer tceting,

work e

attending arv )

ehurch
waerling  foy

SOe

What il vou
were  found  at o0 Stund 4y buge
hal’l dame or somier other worbdly
amnsesient, and there wioe an ep-

portunity to he at x-lmr('h, when
Jesus comes hack (o earth? 1 wish
that the tinie 1 have spentain folly
atsuch places could be chimgedinto
work for oue blessed : Master..
When T was in . sin | would hunt
for exeuse for not living right. 1
Cear notcdive. a
and theresis no use
What better could
for!  That is just
what Satan is trying to get into.our
heads all the rime, . Wéiean Jivea
Christian life.. God's - word tells us
so.  He ‘says ‘that Hewill give us
grace to overcome lj ‘temptations.
Who would doubt God'g: iprecious
word! “Thank God, for'thuse words
that ‘are such a- help: to us, if we

for me to (ry”

the devil wish

~will only trist Him and believe He

will-bielp us when we are (enll)‘ﬁ'd
with worldly thinda, .oy,

- 5. But before T could retilize. whnl I

whs dmn[,. ‘the devil' had me ro
steeped in sin that life’ became un-
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pleasant, and so miserable (hat
when 1 did attend church 1T felt a
desire for God’s presence, and |
wished I could take the stand with
the Christians. Thank God for His
-convicting power, for it has made
me what I am today. There is
nothing in this world that will bring
happiness like God's luve. True
happiness is found only in a di.
vine love being applied to your
heart,

I think you will all agree with
me, that life is more miserable when
you backslide, because we 1ead in

Matt. 12:45 that “the last state
of that man 18 worse than the
first.”

Dear people, it grieves our Heav-
enly Father when we turn him
away and do wickedly. If you were
the parent of a dear little child,
and it was precious in your sight and
you loved that child dearly; if it
grew up into a young man or wom-
an, and it would turn you down,
leave home, and indulge in the
wickeduess of this world., Don’t you
suppose it would grieve you? Sureit
would! You would beg it to
come bach home; you would never
rest as long as it was away. You
would still love that child. You
would forget about all other folks
and think of that one you so
dearly loved, just as the shepherd
who left his ninety and nine sheep
and went to seek for the lost one.

How much more would it grieve
our Heavenly Eather if one of his
children*would turn him away, and
do as the child did its earthly
parent!

So, if you are not right in God's

sight, won't you decide to say “no” to
sin,” and turn to the one who so
freely suffered and died for your
.8ins? What it time would cease
here ou earth at this moment? How
would the Lord find us? - That
~would be an awful moment if we
are living a sinner. On the other
hand it will be a happy moment if
we are true children of God.

May God help the poor backslider
to stop and turn back as the prodi-
gal son did! ~

The Benefit of True Religion
,, To Mankind

By Eliabeth Garner

First, 1 will give my definition
of true religion, which is “loving,
gerving and obeying the Lord with
all our heart, soul, mind and
strength.” - ’

[ am sure when we love, serve
and obey the Lord to the extent
of which I have just mentioned, we
will surely bave true religion.

The subject upon which I am
going to write a few words is won-
derful to me. As I think of how
great a benefit true religion is to
mankind I don’t know whether there
can be words found to express its
greatness. '

True religion is procured by the
gospel being preached. The gospelis
a revelation of the grace of God
to fallen man through a Mediator;
or, it is a wise, a holy and a gra-
cious Constitution of God, for the
recovery of fallen, sinful and miser-
able man from that deplorable

state into which sin had brought

him, by sending his own Son, Jesus
Christ, in the flesh, to obey his law
which man had broken; to make a
proper atonement for sin by his
death, and thus to procure pardon
and the favor of God, and eter-

nal happiness for all that believe

and repent and receive the gos-
pel salvation; together with a
promise of the Holy Spirit to work
this faith and repentance-in their
hearts, to renew their sinful natures
unto holiness to form them on earth
fit for this happiness and to bring
them to full possession of it in
heaven.

Whenever we have true religion

we will be connected up with:God’s.
Spirit; which will enable us to have

the great love, to be courageous in
serving, and causes us to have a
desire to obey our Lord’s requests.

When we have true religion, or

Christ in our lives, we will have
some one to go to in time of our
trials and troubles of ‘life for con-
solation. It is said in his word, "Ev-
en though every one upon earth

forsake you, I will never! This
says, "If we should be forsaken, ' but
we will never be, if we stay where
religion or Christianity is abroad.
But if we should be among stran-
gers, and those who do not know
the Lord, we would need not
feel forsaken, for the Lord is ever
present with us and knows all about
us. So we can be blest at any and
all times if we will only stay close to
Him.

As we try to live a Christian life,
we will have to expect trials,
troubles and persecutions, for thatis
what life is partly made up of
Then, if we have true religion,
all of the things with which we
have to coatend will not seem so
bad, for we will have faith, grace,
patience and courage to bear them.

In the eleventh chapter -of 2nd
Corinthians, Paul is telling of his
sufferings and persecutions that he
had to uadergo, and in the thirtieth
verse he says, “If T must needs
glory, I will glory of the things
which concern mine infirmities.”

I have also read that when the
Apostle Peter's wife was on her
way to be killed as a martyr, that
he met her and consoled her by
gloryfying her life which was being
taken for this purpose, and that she
was really worthy ‘and courageous
to give up her life for the Lord.

If we today could be like Paul,
and “Glory in our infirmities,” for
when we are weak, then we are
strong in the sight of God.

The people of today have much to
be thankful for, as we have such
good privileges of living for the
Lord. As we think of the things the
disciples and people of that day ané
age had to contend with that served
the Lord, it should make us inore
courageous - and determined to live
for Him, and be true and faithful to
the end, as the way was much more
difficult for them than it is for'us
people of today.

"-Pure religion is described by its
fruits,” which are love, mercy and
purity from worldly defilements.
Let us not be deceived, but have
true religion.” Let' our minds be
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as Christ's’ was characterized by
humxhty. dependence upon God, a

determlnatlon to do only the Fath-

er’s will, thoughtfulness of others, a
willingness to sacrifice and suffer,
and even to die for the good of
others. “Let this mind bein you,
which was also in Christ Jesur.”—
Phil. 2:5.

One who has true religion will
possess all of these things I have just
mentioned. Now let us think of
what a great benefit they are to the
world, as they have that love and
willingness to help their fellowman.
This person will notonly be blest.
but there may be many others, as
this one being an example to the
world to show how enjoyable it is to
have the love of God in our hearts,
and that there really is something
in living for the Lord.

The greatest of all benefits that
true religion is to mankind is
that it leads them to inherit eter-
nallife.or gain the ‘home in heaven
that God has prepared for us. It is
somuch of an enjoyment to think
of this, for we will all: pass from
this life some time or other, and we
have the promise of going to the
home in heaven,
faithful to the end. Why, is it not
worth living and striving for?

Let us all live such a life, that

when we leave this world our Lord
can say, “Well done, thou good
and faithful servant.”

THE CO-OPERATIVE GEN. ASS'N
(Continued from page six)

A committee consisting of Elders
Melvin Bingham, Winford Davis, B.
F. Brown, A. B.Talbert, and A. B.
Epperson was elected to select or
prepare matter for a Minister's
Manual, and have same printed as

.800n as convenient.

Motion carried to distribute the
books from the College Library,
which were saved when the building

‘burned, among the Associations, and
' ‘€lds..B. F. Brown .and A.B. Epper-

son were appointed to distribute

“these. books according to requests
. made for them from the different lo-

if we only keep"

cal associations, thut make requests
and send money to pay for packing
and transportatlon The books are
now in the F.W. B. building at
Tecumseh, Okla. These books are
of many kinds, including “A History
of the Bible by Ellen Copp,” about
150 oopies; about 50 or 60 large
volumes of ‘‘Homiletics;”” many
books of reference, and many others

' which I am not able to give a list
of from memory. _

[ am sure that everyone felt
when the Association closed that
next year will see the Association
take on new life, and begin to take
care of some of the things that are
80 necessary for the welfare and
growth of our denomination. Inever
attended an association when the
spirit of co-operation and’ helpful-
ness, brotherly love and Christian
fellowship were stronger than we
had at- Tulsa this year.
good to be there.

FAITH
By, Mrs. Pearl Bowden
Greetings to- the Editor and Gem
Readers:—I have thought for sever-

al days ‘1 would renew my
subscription, and write a short
article on “Faith,” but I feel so

very little and weak, I fear I can not
say anything worth while. Guess
my faith isn’t strong enough.

-1 fear so many of us do not have
.as-much faith as we should have,
but I pray to God to give e more
and more faith and a better un-
derstanding of the blessed old Book,
the Holy Bible. o

Faith, aslsee it, is belief or
trust in the religious sense. Paul
refers to it as one of the greatest of
‘human attributes, and one of the
chief links between God and man.
Without faith we know that God
would not answer our prayers.

The more faith we have, the closer
we will live to God. Faith is the
substance of things hoped for, and

' the. evidence. of things mnet. seen.
(Heb. 11:1). 1t is. not visible, neith-
er is God, or heaven,-but.by faith
‘we, who keep His . commandments,

. and think they can not go.

It was
~ had. more faith, we would all be

of Christ.
.more blessmgs from him,

.geriously 'enough .
ready and really anxious to do

believe when this short life on
earth is over, we will enter heav-
en, there to live with God through-
out ceaseless ages to come. “There
fore. belng, justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ"—Romans 5:1.

God did not intend for us just to
have faith without works., James
says, “Even so faith, if it hath not
works, is dead, being alone,”” We
might have faith enough to believe
that God would answer our prayers,
but if we never would pray and ask
him .to help us, what good would
our faith do? '

Every one of us has a work to
do. and we should pray earnestly ta

God to know what he would have

us do. Some know and realize
what their talents are, and - feel im-:
pressed to go into the field and
work, but say they are handicapped
If we

more willing to ‘give up earthly
things, and do more for the cause
Then we would receive
We are
too careless, we do not think it over
. We should be

anything that might bring souls to
Christ.  * Through faith we under-
stand that the worlds were formed
by the word of God” God warned

‘Noah of things not Vas yet seen, and

he believed, and by faith he buile
the ark to save hlmself and his
house. If he had not had faith ip
God, Noah and all his- house would
have been destroyed with all others.
But he condemned ‘the world, and
became heir of the nghteousness,
which is by faith.

“By faith Abraham when tried
offered up his only son Isaac,”” He

. knew that God had foretold a work

for Isaac, and could not understand
God's command, but he loved God so
well that he was ready to give his
ounly son if it was God's will: He
had faith to belieye that God would
make all things right, and he did. -
How. many - of  us today have
such faith? Of. course we do not
have such customs today, but I fear
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some grieve too much for our loved
onés that God has called away ftom
us. I may be i in that number. 1t
seems to me that if 1 could only
have my father back I would be so

uch happxer It seems too, that |
would t‘orget to some extent, for
God took him away wheanasa
very siallchild twenty- geven years
ago, bt every day Iséem to feelthe
néed of a father, and wish for him
more and more, yet I'know that it
was God's will for him to leave us.
If it was not for the faith 1 have to
believe that some day ‘1 will go
to live with him, it doesn’'t seem
that I could live.

We should lay everything at
Jesus' feet and be ready at all times
to say, “Thy Wwill
oiifs. We who are striving to live
for God have many persecutions to
bear. The devil has many cunning
ways to Sldetrack us, He and his
workers are our enemies. They try
our fanlx by tellmg every untrue
thmg they can Study up, trying to
ruin the Christian’s influence. 1
want to live so close to God that
when my time on earth is ended I
can say as Paul did, "I have fought
a good fight, I have finished my
course, 1 have keph the faith:
Henceforth there is laid up for me
a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous Judge shall give
me in that day. And not only to
me, but ) all them that love his
appearmg

Obituary

Lewis—Ora- ‘May Harlan was
born in lowa, December 18, 1883,

departed this life November 14, .

1930, being forty-six years, ten
months and twenty-six days old
at-her death. - ‘

Ora Harlan was umted in mar-
riage to Jerry Lewis-April 15, 1914,
To ‘this union two children were
born, Lula May and Raymond Earl.

She leaves her husband, -two
children, one brother, Frank Harlan

he done,” not

of Vilas Colo., thrée neices and
thrée néphews 16 mourn hier dé-
parture. Her mother, fathier and
one sis(er, Lula have preceded
her in death.

At a young age Ora accepted

Christ as her personal Savior and
united with the Christian . Church

of Purdy, where she remained a
member until death.

She was a loving wife and a
devoted mother, and will be missed
by all who knew her.

Funeral services were conductéd
by Elder Winford Davis at the
Christian Church, Purdy, Mo.

In-
terrment in tlie Purdy Cemetery.

Baumgardener— Mrs.: Grace
Baumgardener was born in Cass
County, Missouri February 15, 18'97.
and departed this life October 31,
1930 at the age of thirty-three
years, eight months and sixteen
days.

She was converted at the age
of twelve years, and united with the
Hickory Grove Free Will Baptist
church, Cass County, Mo. She leaves
to mourn her loss her husband,
Ralph Baumgardner, two daughters
Margurete and Irene, one son Ray,
her loving parents Mr. and Mrs. J. O
Parker, three brothers, James, Mar-
vin and Lester ParKer, and ahost
of relatives and friends. She wasa
dutiful daughter and sister,'a loving
wife, a kind mother, and - was
dearly loved by.a host of friends.

A precious one from us has gone,
A voice we loved is sulled

A place is vacant in our home,
‘Which never can be ﬁlled

Aud while we linger lonely here
In this sad world to roam;

She'll be waiting there at heaven's

gate,

To welcome her loved ones home.

The funeral services were con-
ducted at the First Free Will
Bapuet church of Tulsa, Okla. by
Elder Melvin Bingham, -who .is

-pastor of that church. One thousuud‘

trom you at once.

Or More were present at the funera;
dnd the procession was one and oné
half mileslong,.

A PROPOSITION

" You have probably heard of the man
in the Cotton Belt that had what he

called, God's Acre, and how that the
boll weavil so mysteriously left it
alone,

and that it yielded so much
more than its neighboring acres; any

way, whether you have heard the
story or not, here is the proposition:
How many of you will plant a.small

portion of your farm in some. kind of

‘a erop in the spring, the .entire. pro-

ceéds to be paid into the treasury of
the Missouri State Association of Free
Will Baptist, to help pay the balance
on the linotype by next fall?  If theére
shoiln be more than we nedr to paw

out the linotype, the balance of thé
money can be used to help our Freé °
‘Will Baptist cause in some other way,

and many things are badly needed: -

Now, any of us ran get id on this;
even the boys and girls, and ‘we can

plant just anything, and any améd‘ntf

14 acre, 14 acre, 1 acre or more in com R
potatoes, tomatoes, or whatever wé
please. I am going to endeavor to

direct this plan through the year, and

1 expect to get in on it too, soon as’t

can make up my mind what my crop
shall be.

Now listen, How many will get in

on this in the spring? Let me hear

January issue of the Gem.
have to state your crop and acreage

. ye't we can that in the paper early in

the spring, but it you want to join
this move, just let me hea,r from you.

Let’s see how much of ‘o God's Ac-rc"
fum we can turn in to the treasury
next fa]l

.Move, and we will publish the na.mea .
Let’s decide now and ’

next month
get the thing started big before crop
time gets here.

~ Yours for.Jesus. and the cause,

- Winford Davis.

I hope to have a_
long list of names to publish in the .

You don’t

X
>
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‘ . Gossip Town
Have you ever heard of Gossip

Town,

On the shore of Falsehood Bay,
'Where old Dame Rumor, with
rustling gown, }

Is going the livelong day?

Tt isn't far to Gossip Town
- For.the people who want to go;
The Idleness Train will take you'
' - down
In just an hour or so.

The Thoughtless Road is a popular
route,
And most folks start that way;
Butit's steep down grade—if you
don't look cut— .

‘Will lund you in Falsehood Bay.

glide through the valley of
" Vicious Talk, :
~ And into the tunnel of -Hate;
" “Then, crossing ‘the' Add-to Bridge,
you walk :
Right into the city gate. .-

You

But it: is not healthy in ‘Gossip
Town,

And I will not follow you there,

I \ibpld rather live on Thanksgiv-

ing Street,
In the House that iscalled All

Prayer.

For: h.e:re I learn my Father’s will,
~ And the sunis warm and bright;
And whatever the Master bids me

do.
I'll do'it with all my might.

BETHLEHEM

“Comeé up theroad to Bethlehem”’
a heavenly herald calls.
**Serenc upon a slumbering world a
 starry splendor falls '

Come with love’s fragrant frankin®

" . cense, its myrrh and aloes rare,

‘Morecostly than the gift you bring .

‘isthe one that waits you there!

4

“Come up the road to Bethlehem.
The heart’s long hunger ends
Where by the little Son of God
your knee in worship bends.
Here the poor mantle care has
wrought, forever fromyou lay,
There waits more peace in Bethle-
hem than the world can take away
—Selected.

Worth While

"It is easy enough to be pleasant,

When life lows along like a song:
But the man worth while is the one
who will smile,

When everything goes
wrong:
For the test of the heart is trouble,
And it always comes with the
, years,
But the smile that is worth the
 praises of earth
Is the smile that comes through
tears.

dead

It is easy enough to be prudent,
When nothing tempts you to
stray;
When without or within no voice
of sin
Is luring your soul away;
But it's only a negative virtue,
Until it is tried by fire,
And life that is worth the honor
of earth, :
Is the one that resists desire.

By the cynic, the sad, and the
fallen,

Wl\lq,”h'nd not strength for the’

strife,
The world's highway is cumbered
today;
They. make up.the items of life,

* But.the virtue that conquers pos-

session,
And the sorrow that hides in a
smile;
It is these that are worth the
homage of earth,
. For we find them but onceina
i while:
Sent in by Miss Margaret Sim-
mons, Picher, Okla.

I Once Was bling
By Verna William

I once was blind as Bartima
Who sat beside the road, cue
All weighted down with ma

ny si
A very heavy load. ne,.

I could not hear the sermon,
The songs of praise or prayer:

I never caught the spirit, '
Or didn’t really care,

I walked in sinful pleasure
Which lasted but a day,
But, since | found my Savior

I'm happy all the way, '

He opened up my blinded éyeg
And made my eats to hear, '
And in my mouth he put a song
And in my heart a prayer.

He gave a great unshaken faith
" And sweet unending peace; ‘

Though I am weak and sinful]
His mercy will not cease. '

Pryor, Okl
%

Jesus
I was very weak and worn ;
Tired of burdens I had borne
When He calme'-jésixs came
Softly rolled the clouds away; .
Happy day, that He came,
Jesus,

qu I'll trust Him all the way
For He guides me day by day; '
Praise His name-<precious name
Holds me. firmly in His arms; \
Wondrous charms of His love,
Jesus

When life's shadows all are past:
Gates of Glory open at last - '

While they sing-‘-—-'ahgels"sing,
I'll meet my King in all His grace
Face to face—in His glory,

Jesus

Contributed by : Mrs. . Hetty Orem

Tucker, Shelbyville, Indiana. . )
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Information

The Gem office is well prepared
to do your job printing, and that
at prices that are right. .

We.do minute work in first class
shape, and want your worlk.

We print letterheads, envelopes,
cards, circulars, posters, etc.

Ask us for samples of any work
you are interested in, and get our
prices; perhaps we can make you
better prices than you can get
elsewhere.  Give your publishing
house a chance to do your job
printing; it will “help us to meet
our expenses.’ ‘

Letter Heads
Printed on Hammermlll Bond
. Size 8/ XIT mches

100 $1.25
200 .1.50
500.......... ereeeeomsnees s esrans s e amme. 2o 225
1000..... e e 3.50
Envelopes '
Good envelopes printed as ordered
~ Size 6%
(1) - $1.25
b2 1 [ I — ...1.50
500 .2.25
1000 3.50
10 inch Size o
100. $1.35

170
eereesiess oo 275
450

Blanks

Size 8% x1T inches
Suitable for framing

Minister’s Ordination blanks,. 10c¢’

Minister’s License blanks, - 10¢
Deacon’s Ordination blanks, 10c

Evangelist's Cert. of Election, 10c.

If less than 5 blanks are ordered,
5 cents should be added for postage.
5 or more, 10c. each, postpaid.

Treatise

Treatise of the Faith and Usages’

of the Free Wwill Baptist, 25‘c each.-

~ John H. Wolfe.

. ported good meetings

"Letter Blanks
Letter from a Churchtoa Q. M.,
Y. M. or Association. Letter from
Y. M. or Association to State Asso-
ciation, 5¢ each, 6 for 25¢, postpaid.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The announcement of your As- -

sociation, Quarterly Meeting or
5th Sunday Meeting should ap-
pear here. Send in your announce-
ment so it can be printed in the
August issue of the Gem.

Butler.Dunn Theology

The Butler-Dunn Systematic
Theology, the standard. bock on
Free Will Baptist faith and doc-
trine, is now reprinted; and every
minister and Christian worker
should have a copy. This is an im-
portant book in the .SCHOOL OF
THE BIBLE, conducted by Rev.
Ministers and
Christian workers, wishing to bet-

ter prepare themselves for Chris-

tian work, should have this book,
and should take the c¢orrespond-
ence course offered by the “School
of the Bible.” The book is well
bound, has 476 pages, $2.50 post-
paid. '

Send orders to the F. W. B.
Gem, Purdy, Missouri or to Rev.
John H. Wolfe, Pawnee City,

» Nebr.

DRUMRIGHT, OKLAHOMA
- The Quarterly Meeting of the First

Mission Association of Free Will Bap

tist met with the Tulsa Church, on

‘' Tuesday before the third Sunday in

November. All of our churches re-

and ‘a great
interest.

Our next Quarterly Meeting wi]l be

with the Cushing Church, beginning

c¢n Friday night before the fourth
Sunday in February.

A. B. Talbert, Clerk. ’

What Is “Faith??’
By Miss Oleta Davis
Just what are we talking of when
we speak of faith? Webster says,

**Faith is to believe or give credit.

4

to. The understandmg of the trmh
of what God has revealed.”

1 don’t believe the children of God'
have as much faith as they should
have, and [ believe the reason is
because they do not understand the
truths that are revealed in the
Word of God. "How are we’ to
understand them? By reading and
studying them.

Paul said, “Faith is the dssurance
of things hoped for, a conviction
of things not seen.’  Surely we
all have faith to hope for a. hte
beyond.

Why did Noah work so falthfully'

on his ark, and warning the people :

of the flood that was to come?
Was it because he wanted to?-
No, it was because he had faith.
He believed in being led by’ the
divine Spirit. ‘ §
Why was Abraham so willing'to

offer his only son, Isaac, asa sacri .

fice?. -1t was faith. - T

Why did Mary and Méftha
call for Jesus when their brother.
Lazarus died? In my mind they
would never have called for him
had they not had faith. :

It was by faith the walls of Jenco
fell down, after they had been
compassed about for seven days .

We' have faith for three main
reasons: L

First. We believed because we
have heard—some one has told ua.
and we Dbelieved,

Second. We look out upon tllis
great universe upon which we ‘live,
and we are made to believe be-
cause we know this could not have
been, had it not been for God, ", -

Third. We have faith because
we can feel the Spirit of God within
our own hearts, which.makes .us,
not only believe, but it makes us to
know. .y

“Wherefore seeing we also, -are: .

compassed about with so greata
cloud of witnesses, let us.lay:
aside every weight, and the sin that
so easily doth beset us, and. let us
run with ' patience the racethans
set before us, looking to. Jesus thes
author and finisher of. our falth "




