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Man in the Spirit
and

The Spirit in Man

By Eld. Winford Davis
It is 10:10 p. w:. and probably |
should be in bed, but 1 want te jot
down a few lines for the Gem first.
I have just returned from a visit to
a neighbor, where we sang so many
glorious gospel songs, followed by a
reviving prayer service; somy heart

feels |llumined by the very presence’

of the Holy Spirit.

1sn't it wonderful what can be put
into a song anyway, as well as what
can be taken out? So many of our
tulented siugers never sing in the
Spirit. As God, by His Spirit, in-
spires the songs, He wants them
sung in the Spirit, but how cana
man sing in the Spirit if he basn’t
got the Spirit? and how can a man
preach in the Spirit if he hasn’t got
it in-his soul?- -yea, how can folks
worship in the Spirit who have nev-
er come in contact with it?  Praise

our omipotent Father for the gift of

the Holy Spirit—truly we need men
in the Spirit and Spirit in men.

1 have just laid down a religious
publication that caused my mind to
drift back to Bunyon, Knox, Liv-
ingston, and many others of onr
early, bold, fearless, Spirit filled

men of God. Oh for Buoyons taday .
“suffer affliction,

‘who would rather
with the people of God rather than
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a
gseason,” who will welcome twelve
years in prison if it will magnify
Christ. Obh for a John Knox today

who would wear the floor with his.

knees, leave pools of tears on his
chair, and bombard the gates heav.
en with undaun'ed prayer untita
revival of real old time sin killing,
sin consuming, soul reviving power

would sweep this sin benighted na-
tion of ours as it did Scotland in aun
earlier day. Obh for Livingstons, eqn-
dowed with boldness and love from
the throne of grace, who would go
to the destitute, outcast, needvsouls
of our sinful, dark nooks and cor-
ners and by the grace of God J)ift
them up, up, up, until the glorious
Savior of men lightened their path-
way and established their going.
'Oh for Peters who will preach
Jesus Christ until people’s hearts
are pricked. Oh for personal workers
as Annanias who are not too proud,
neither ashamed, but are anxious
to lay their hands on poor sinners,
call them brothers and sisters and
help them on to God No price can
be placed on a real Spirit filled,
zealous personal worker. It is more
than wonderful what they can do,
as has been recently . proved in the

" glorious . revival God. gave ‘us :at

Blue Eye. You personal workers at
Blue Eye that read this, let me ad-
monish you: be true to God; live
that life of gracious influence.

“Hereby know we that we dwell
in Him and He in us, because He
hath given usof His Spirit” (1 Jno.
4:13). Truly we need men in the
Spirit and the Spirit in men.

————0

FANATICAL PREJUDICE
This beautiful Sabbath day, em-
blematic of that eternal rest that
remains for the people of God, as 1
take a retrospective view of the
past, and contemplate the strife and
confusion among men of today, I
am led to exclaim with David,
“What is man, that thou art mind-
ful of him? and the son of man,that
thou visitest him? For thou hast
made him a little lower than the

lesclphuf‘

i
angels, and hast crowned him with |
glory and honor.”

Gilboa, exclaimed, “How

angels at the birth of Christ, "
on earth,

Peace,
good will toward men.”

|
|
On every hand the spirit of indiffer- |
ence and the lack of fellowship:isg "

noticed because of its absence in -
wany cases, Too many are ready :

to answer in the language of Cain,

*Am I my brother's keeper?”

The golden rule is rarely exenr- i

plified in our dealings with each
other; because of this state of mind,

" The same author ‘.
on hearing of the death of Sau) and ‘
Jonathan in the great battle on Mt, i :
are the "
mighty fallen!” : K

It seems that the human family =
has almost forgotten the songof the !

we are confronted with strife, envy, =

religivus divisions,

oped fratricidal homicides,
-gard. for iaw, anda disregard for the |

i
rights and privlleges of our fellow .

man. God is not the author of con-

fusion, but of peace. The wrangling ..
and socalled religious discussions
among our churches by the advo-: -
(whichis a |

cates of "Modernism”

species of infidelity, seeking tho:

Juck of parental .
out of which has devels -
digre- .

sanction of religion), has disrumpt- i

ed the peace and fellowship of many
of our churches. Religious fanati-

¢ism and. prejudice has resulted

from many of our preaches dabbling
in political campaigns and by tak-
ing sides with some party, and en-:

gaging in political discussions, cre-:

1

ating discord and confusion among | g
the brethren. A preacher that .
takes an active part in the corrupt -

|
1

\H

policies of the present day, dishon- ;-

ors his calling and brings reproach i
upon the church. If he has a dlvmn‘

call to the ministry he will abstain N

_ from the very appearance of c;vxl
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But, on the other hand, il only
mercenary and - selfiish interests
prompted him to enter the minis-
try, his influence is calculated to
stir up strife among the churches
and foster a spirit of religious prej-
udice that will impede (he progress
of Christianity, and engender such
a spirit of fanaticism that is cal-
culated to destroy the usefulness of
well meaning Christians.

W. G. Merritt, Sulphur, Okla. -

DISCUSSION

INTRODUCTION—Dear Readers
I wish to let the read--

of the Gem:
ers of our paper know how this dis-
cussion came to be, I wasinthe
State of Oklahoma in the month of
July, 1929. They were having Bible

lessons once a week near the town -

of Checotah. 1 happened in and

found that they had been having:

some real good times, and that un-

saved people were getting inter- -
ested in the Bible study. At this

time two Campbellite preachers
came out from Checotah to help in

the discussion, which was all right. .

The subject was announced fromn
John 3.5, “Jesus answered, Verily,
verily,] say unto thee, Excepta
man be born of water and of the

Spirit,_ he cannot enter into the

kingdom of God ”’

Tnose two preachers affirmed
that this was water baptism, -which
was very misleading. When it came
my turn to speak, | addressed the
moderator and respected the con-
gregation, and said, “if this means
water baptism, men cannot enter
the kingdom without it; and if we
cannot enter the kingdom, we can-
not be saved: so if this is water
baptism, men cannot possibly be
gaved without it.” We discussed
the subject from different view
points.

Eld. Wetherall called my hand,
and I couldn’t stand for that dope
to be taught and held up as Gospel
facts; so the following September,
he and I matched a four days’ dis-
cussion, at the close of which Elder

“manner. of Moses,
. saved.”

Wetherall and his brethren were
not satisfied, and challenged for
another discussion.

They next ecalled FEld. Byrum
Black of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
zod the following September, be
and | matched a six days’ discus-
sion. We discussed all points of
doctrine we differed on, having a
general church question, Dear
friends when you see the headlines,
don't think, well 1 will not read it,

I don't believe in discussions.

Please read this discussion with
a prayerful heart, and see ifit don't
do you good.

1 wish to tell the readers why |
believe in religious discussions.
Jesus said in Mt. 24:11, “And many
false prophets shall rise, and shall
deceeive many.”” That day has

_come; think of the many false doc-

trines, they can’t all be right. In

A»Ac(s 15:1 I read, “And certain men

which came down from Judea
taught the brethren, and said, “Ex-
cept.ye be circumcised after the
.ye cannot be
There are preachers who
are teaching that, except you be-
lieve as they do, you cannot be
saved. Letusread Acts 19.8, “And
he went into the synagogue, and
spake boldly for the space of three

~months, disputing and persuading

the things concerning the kingdom
of God.” The apostle Paunl would
defend the true doctrine, and he
gave Timothy a charge, and we
should heed his admonition, and
stand for the truth, first, last, and
all the time. Many more references
could be given, but these things
have convinced me that it is right
to meet menin joint discussion.

When the wolf comes and is try-
ing to catch the sheep, if we minis-
ters will stand in defense of the
flock, we might save our people
from these things that are leading
8o many astray., May the good Lord
help us all to live the life that God
demands of us,

I will give but a brief write up of
this discussion, We had a stenog-
rapher who was to have the dis-

cussion printed in book form, and
possibly will yet, but he said the
cost for printing them was more
than he expected, and we are not
sure that they will be printed. 1}
noticed that the Campbellites had
a brief report of the debate, so0}

.will make this write up as short as

1 can and do justice with it.
AGREEMENT

Elder Black and myself begap
this discussion August 22, 1630.

We agreed to be governed by
Hedges Rules which read as follows:

1. The terms in which the ques-
tion in debate is expressed, and the
precise point at issue should be
clearly defined, that there should be
no misunderstanding respcting them

2 The parties should mutually
consider each other as standing op
a fonung of equality in respect to
the subject in debate; each should
regard the other as possessing equal
talents, knowledge, and desire for
truth, with himself; and that itis
possible that his adversary might
be right and he be wrong..

3 Al expressions which are un-
meaning, or without effect on the
subject in debte, should be strictly
avoided. * -

4 Personal teflections on an ad-
versary should in no instance be
indulged.

5 No one has a right to’ accuse his
adversary of interdict motives.

. 6 The consequences of any doctrine

are not to be charged on him who
maintains it, unless he avows them.
7 As truth and not victory, is the
professed object of controversy.
Whatever proofs may be advanc-
ed on either side should be exam-
ined with fairness and condor, and
any attempt to ensnare an adver-
sary by the arts of sophistry, orto
lessen the force of his reasoning by
wit, caviling, or ridicule, is a viola-

- tion of the rules of honorable con-

troversy.
Being under these rules, the read-
ers will know that they were kept.

I hope the readers of the Gem will:

not fall out with e for believing in
religious discussions. I will not
(Continued on page 14)
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~ Tditorial
Is Prohibition to Blame?

Murders, robberies, lawlessness, and all kinds of
crimes seem to be on the increase everywhere, and
certain men and women, calling themselves good citi-
zens of our country, are trying to make us believe
that prohibition is to blame for it all.

The Springfield Leader begins an editorial thus:
“Eleven murders in New York City in a single night}”
Then he goes on to say, among other things, “There can
be no doubt as to the cause. Such an orgy of death as
overtook New York City last night can be laid only at
the door of prohibition. We have enacted a law which
puts a premium on crime. We have, through legisla-
tion, made crime profitable. We have said that the
liquor dealer, by turning outlaw, may greatly enhance
his profits.  And it is only the law itself that makes it
possible for him to do so”’

If this argument is sound, the same applies to oth-
er laws, and we have enacted a thousand laws which
say to them who would turn outlaws to gain their end,
“Turn outlaws and get what you want,” But who would

. say that people who get things unlawflly are good citi-

zens? No one, save those who are law breakers.

Laws are made to regulate men'sdealings with
each other, to restrain and punish those whodo evil
and trespass on the rights of others. Laws are not a
terror to the good, but to those who would do evil.
People don’t break the law for the sake of breaking it,
but to get what they want. We admit that men and
women break our prohibition law for meney, drink, etc.
They kill, rob, steal, lie, plunder, etc. for the same
things. If people do all these these things under pro-
hibition, what would they do if they could get all the
boose they want legally? If we should repeal the 18th
Amendment, wouldn't there be more drunkenness, and
more crime and povety? If it were lawful to kill,
wouldn't there be more murders? If there were no law
forbidding to rob banks, wouldn’t more banks be robbed?

Our daily papers are largely filled with murders,
bank robberies, kiilings, thefts, and other crimes, and
the wets say they are all caused by prohibition. If
prohibition is causing the wave of crime that is such a
menace to our country, we could stop it all by making
it lawful to make and sell alcoholic drinks. Be not de-
ceived; the wets are lying for a purpose. They know
that the open saloon, instead of prohibition, will greatly
increase all the crimes we have mentioned, and many
more, but what do they care so they get what they
want? The wels say they don't want the epen saloon,
but they can give us nothing else, if they kill the 18th
Amendment. The open saloon would amount to tak-
ing the father's wages, leaving the children to cry for
bread, and the mother, what of her?

i
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FROM THE FIELD

Farmington, Moe.

Dear Bro. and Sister Brown:—As
we have moved from Frederiktown,

- Mo. we want you to change the

address of our paper to Farmington,
Mo, and I just want to write a letter
to the many dear readers.

1. 1just-can’t begin 1o tell you the
oleasure [ got from the other letter |
wrote to the little paper for notlong
after  wrote that letter | received
two letters from my girlhood friend,
one that 1 had not seen since the
day 1 was muarried, twenty-five
years ago. 1t brought tears of joy to
my eyes, as I read her dear letter.

We had both had to give up some

of our loved ones aud they had gone

on to glory since then, so I was so

glad to know she was still on the
Bood road. Her name is Zilpha
Voung. The other letter was from
wy old friend, Mrs. Willie Black-
well from Amity Church, where I
was once a member.

Now, I want to tell you all what a
wonderful good meeting has been
going on around Fredericktown, and
what a wonderful little preacher we
had.
he is only sixteen years old, Lut
he is surely a power for God. I
don’t just know how many were
converted. but I think Somewhere
sbout 150 at our church, at Fred-
tricktown and at Mine La Motte
Churches. The revival began with
Mine La Motte church, and I think
continued for six weeks, and then
the preacher came to our church,
#nd the good people of Mine La
Motte came tooand just brought the
tevival along with them. We had
an old time shouting revival and
8aw poor souls saved and backslid-
ers come back to God. Our meeting
continued for three weeks, and

most that were converted were old. .

people many hard hearted miners.
l‘thank the Lord for such a meetmg
a8 that,

His name is Mark Lewis, and’

" But before the last week was out .

the little preacher got sick, had a
nervous breakdown.
said e had worked too hard. He
had bLeen in meetings for seventeen
weeks straight, and was so young it
was hard on hitn. But [ know the
Lord was with him,

We have moved fifteen miles from -

our church. 1 surely will iniss it
and the Sunday School too, as !
have been teacher of the juniors for

“five years, and I dearly love every

one of them., But when I can not be
with them [ can pray for them, 301
will close before 1 wear out my
welcome.
May God bless all,
Aggie Jemes.

Tulsa, QOkla.
Dear Gem Family:—Will write

again and give a report of our work

at Tulsa Church.

We began a revival Jan, 18th
and closed Feb. 6th with thirty-nine
conversions and thirty-seven ad-
ditions to our church., We have a
revival spirit all thetime. I wish the
Free Will Baptists would wake up!
We have the best opportunity now
we ever did have. Praise God for
the old “mourner’s bench” and the
old time “feet-washing” and “the
Holy Ghost religion.” Brother,if you
havn't got the Holy Ghost, you
havn't got anything. I wish I could
preach all the time on the Holy
Ghost. It fills me up, and I just
have to "*holler” sometimes. Praise
God, the Free Will Baptists, as far
as I know, have never deviated from
thé old mourner's bench, and [ pity
those reformers who have. . Where-
ever you hear of Melvin Bingham
you will hear he has preached Holy
Ghost religion, something you
can feel down in the bottom of your
heart. [can take the Bible and
prove that, unless you have the
baptism of the Holy Ghost, you
havn’t got anything.
Free Wills are afraid to preach
on the baptism of the Holy Ghost.
Some of us are afraid of divine

The doctor®

Some: of our.

healing.” Say. brother; I would be
ashamed to think Christ could ngt
heal the sick.. Turn with e to the
fifth chapter of James and see what
hie says, "aud try it once and watch
the mighty. power of God. We can
not limit the power of God.

Brother, you may disagiree with
me, but I think the Free Wills are
being resurrected now. Qur church
membership i8 better than three
hundred now, and still .growing.
Others say they are coming too.
People have got tired of this “card
and hand religion” and thiey want
hreartfelt religion. Sowe difference
I say! “Son of man, I have set you
a watchman to the house of Isra-
el.”  Are you watching?

Iam on the firing line for God
and the Free Will Baptists.: Wake
up, Free Wills.  Qu»r redemption
draweth nigh.

Melvia Bingham.
705 N. St. Louis St., Tulsa, Okla,

If you waut a Holy Ghost re-

vival, give me a ring.

R

Olney,

Dear Gem Readers:—Just thought
I would write a few words this
morning. I think we have one of the
best papers I have ever read. 1 do
enjoy telling my friends about it.

I have had the privilege of at-
tending some good meetings since I
have been down here  The Sunday
Schools are fine, and the parents
take their children there and teach
them about the love that Jesus
has for them,

I know of a family that has halfa
dozen children, nearly all grown,
that never have had their names on
a Sunday School class record, but
tte children are not to blame. [t is
the way they have been taught,

And there are Sunday Christians
who will sit on the front seats and
sing on Sunday, and sanction what
the preachersays, and then through

Texas

the week they drink and furnish

sugar to make the stuff, and yet

they belong to thechurch. It means
(Continucé on page 16)
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FROM THE FIELD

Cushing, OQlkln.
Dear Editor and Readers:—

Well, here we comne! Whe?
Cushing. We are writing 'to one
and all, to let you know of our
work here.

The First Mission Association
met here at Cushing with a large

delegation. The Lord was with
us. We heard some wonderful
messages, Oae soul was saved.

The chureh here is doing well with
Bro. Perkins as our pastor. The
Mission Work, Sunday School and
Cottage prayer meetings are well
attended. . Sister Perkins brought
the message one week ago Sunday
pight and one was saved, Bro.
Horner last Sunday night and one
was saved. We are gaining ground,
and the Lord 18 with us.

We are planning a revival for our
young folks. ~ They are to take
all the lead in the meeting We
ask the prayers of all Christian
people for this meeting.

May God bless all,
all faithful,

and keep us

Mae Waltman.

Another Splendid Meeting
Dear Readers of the Gem:—We
are glad to report another victory

.over sin and the devil,

We came to our Macedonia
church ‘near Purdy, Mo. the first
of February, and found Bro Davis,
the faithful pastor, on the firing line
for Jesus We met a anumber
of good Christian workers in this
church, and a real fight begun. In
a few nights souls began to be
saved. The fight was hard, but
thirty-six souls were saved, and
some added to the church, We
found the territory to be closely
worked up, but the church was
greatly revived, and many nights
the house was over run with
crowds, and we had lots of real old
time power in the meeting. People
were not afraid to shout.

THE PREY WILL BAPTIST -GEM

We found a good Sunday Schoot,
and also a splendid band of mission
workers doing their best.  Bro.
Davis is a real preacher. and we
feel that any church wounld be fortu-
nate to have such a pastor. Bro.
Allred also lives in this neighbor-
hood, and was a faithful worker.
We received a new preacherinto the
church from the M. E. Church.
Bro. Boyd is an earnest man
of God.

At the close of this meeting, we
were invited into Purdy for a union
meeting. We . are holding in the
M E.church. Last night was the
third night of the meeting, and
every church in town dismissed for
the service. We ask your prayers
for a great revival here This s like

other places, a great awukemnf, is -

needed.

We would like to remind our
pastors of the budget system, and
be sure to be talking it and doing
your best to get it before the
people. And  don’t forget the
subscription for April. Be sure and
donate a year's gubscription to
some one that would appreciate it,

May God bless aud be with
all of our workers is our prayer.

Yours for Jesus,
H. M, and Lizzie McAdams

Stahl, Mo

A farther report of Lvang,ehst T.
C. Ferguson.

Since last report, after leaving
Kansas, I came back to Missouri, to
Springfield and Ash Grove.

After leaving Ash Grove, I went
to ElDorado Springs, Cedar County,
Missouri, and preached a few unights
at our church in town, We had a
good meeting. Three people made
a profession, two were baptized and
four united with the church. Elder
W Ireland has lately moved to
EiDorado Springs, and he and
his family have been a great help to
our church since moviog there.

After leaving ElDorado Springs, I
went to northwest Mo, and to Santa
Rosa, then out to Center Point

church for Sunday, and therei.wé'sg

“about preaching,

. .the Gem:

an all day meeting and dinner at!.
the church. The Executive Board|
of the Association was there ﬂnd"
young Bro. John McKown of Carlow -
Mo. was ordained to the Gospel )
ministry, He is preaching (woi
Sundays in the month at Carlow, 1"
Misscuri. The writer preached thev
ordination sermon, text, Matt. 16z
19—the Gospel keys Jesus gave 10 !
St. Peter. This young brother is tllc‘ |
youngest son of Elder Wi, McKown |-
who died a few years ago. Many | [
readers of the Gem were acquainted ! I i
with him. We believe this young
brother will make good, and that
God has a great work for himto!
do. I have been talking to hiny,
aud praying for. ‘
years that God would lay his hand |
on him and. lead him out in llw|,l
Gospel ministry. ! b
Elder E. House is the faithful pas—' ;
tor of the Center Puint churchs! ,

x
4
|

‘While I was there, ] witnessed one:

I was glad also to\‘j
Elder Fately andl :
old frieudsi

profession,
meet Elder Rush,
many of my other
again,

After lJeaving there | preuchtﬂ

“a few nights at our New Harmony !
“Church.

I was glad.to meet -Eldex |
George Miller, Elder C. E. Mann and’!
many other old friends while lherew
I look upon Elder George Miller d*l
one of my boys, as he was convert !’
ed under my preaching in St. Louis
a few years ago. He is the pastox i
of several churches in this par¥;
of the country now. B
[ came from the new Harmony
Church, to this place, Stahl, and 1 .
have preached a few nights here,:’

and in spite of the bad roads and:

the storms God is blessing. Already
there has been five professions and
two joined the chuict o
I am now holding meetings .
within the bounds of the North™
East Missouri Association. i
Permanent address, Ash Grove, Mo. -

O~

IDABEL, OKLA., Feb. 23, 193_2.'
Dear Editor and Readers: of ,"i
I have just read my';

last copy of the Gem. The res- ‘1
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son I say my last copy is because
our editor marked it ‘‘Last
Copy,” and do you know, it re-
minded me that my subscription
to the Gem hod expired, and that
I had not renewed if.

But T know Bro. Brovn <o well,
through past dealings that T had
with him, that I feel sure this
$1.00 eheck whieh I am sending,
will cause him to turn and repent
of what lLe said about that Last
Jopy, and deal kindly with me
yet, by extending my subserip-
tion to the Gem another year.

The Gem is growing better all
thetime, and-I feel that I cannot
afford to be without it. In the
February issue, the Editorial on
Prohibition, alone, is worth the
price .of the paper for one year.
That Editorial should cause all
who read it to think more serious..
ly about the prohibition question
than ever before; for sa stated
in the ediforial, it is one of the

most important questions con-

fronting the American people at
'The Editorial says
also: Our lawmakers tell us that

this time. -

the Prohibition law is lacking,
that it does not prohibit, and that

it is a failure, and should be done"

away with. This statement con-
cerning our lawmakers is true;
for many of them are putting up
this very plea, saying that the
prohibition law does not prohibit,
and the reason it does not is be-
cause the law is a failure.

We know that the prohibition

., Yaw does not prohibit as it should,’

., but that is mot the fault of the
. law, but is the fault of the offi-

cers whose duty it is to enforce
i .the law. The people are not de-
ceived in regard to this matter,
for they know that the prohibi-
i tion law is not being enforeed
. as it should be, nor as it could be;
. and the lawmaker who thinks he

is fooling his constituents into
¢ beliecving that the prohibition
y law has been tried out and found
| to be a failure, is kidding him-
. self: for most everybody knows

¢ that there has been practically -

no effort all made to enforee the

prohibition law; and they know

too, that, if every state, county,
and municipal officer, whose duty
it is to help enforee the Prohibi-
tion law would do their duty, the
Prohibition law would be in
force, and bootleggers would be
scarce articles.

In order to make the above
statement as strong as it should
be, T am going a step further and
say that, if the officers of our
country, as a whole, would work
as haro to enforce the Prohibi-
tion law as they do to evade,
belittle, - and disceredit it in the
eyes of the people, in order to
make it appear that the law is a
failure, the Prohibition law would
be in force, and ‘would prohibit:
and moonshiners and bootleggers
would be almost a thing of the
past. .

I am glad that our women can
go to the polls and vote; because,
as a rule, they vote right on the
Prohibition question, as well as
all other questions. Wives and
mothers who are Dbringing up

. families should be deeply inter-

ested in a better enforcement of
the Prohibition law. So when
you {ind out that a eandidate who
is running for office is a wet, go
to the polls on election day and
swat him just like you would
swat the {ly whieh carrvies thosc
death dealing germs, from which
every mother, is so carcful to pro-

‘tect her loved ones; for the wet

candidate carries, death dealing
anti prohibition germs, which are

- ‘even more poisonous and deadly

to your loved ones than the dead-
ly germs of the dreaded fly. So
don’t fail to swat the wet candi-
date.

We sometimes hear men say

that conditions were better back

in the days of open saloons than
they are under the present sys-
tem. ¥or when everybody could
get all the good old whisky they
wanted, it was seldom that any
body ecver got drunk.

would hollo ““‘whoopee,”’

Now those who make  such
statements surely have forgotten
how conditions were in those
days, when good old whisky was
so  plentiful. I can remember
how conditions were, from about
fifty-five years ago, down to the
time when saloons were closed;
and in those days all such gath-
erings as public workings, log
rollings, house raisings, ete., were
looked upon as failures, without
a jug or two of whisky and a few
fights. Birthdays, weddings,, and
even Christmas was celebrated
with & jug of whisky in those
days, and usually on Saturdays,
election days, cte., there would
be anywhere from one to a dozen
drunken fights, inevery town
thronghout the country.

I remeémber too, how men used
to go town and flock together in
bunches, sometimes ten or twelve
in a bunch, and go from onc
saloon to another, and set ’em up,
and drink booze until they would
all be as funny a bunch of come-

“dians, and every one would im-
‘agine that he was just too cute

for anything. Then after a few
more drinks, they would pass into
another stage of intoxication
which would cause cvery onc to
imagine that he was the best man
physically, in the world, and
when some fellow in the crowd
I'm a
hoss and want to whup somebody.
or some such remark, it usually
culminated in a fight or two, and
sometimes more. -

After this stage the drinkers
would pass into another stage of
intozication, which would cause a
general paralyzation of bLoth the
muscular and nervous systems,
including the brain; and the
symptoms which always accompa-
nied this paralyzing knockout
were limber necks, sleepy eyes,
slobbery mouths, deathly sick-
ness accompanied with violent
vomiting, which often resulted in
the paralyzed patients vomiting
all over their clothesand every-
thing else near by, including side
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walks‘,..ﬂopl:s, and sometimes beds.
Foul breath was another symptom
that was always present in such
cases,
smelled so strong of soured booze
that a polecat would have been
a welecome associate instead of
one of them; and the general ap-
pearance of the whole drunken
bunch would remind one very
mueh of a bunch of cholera
stricken hens.

Seenes like the above were
common in the good old days of
open saloons, and I have seen this
picture acted out many times, in
those good old days of open sa-
loons; and those who are old
enough to r emember the days ot
open saloons, will know that 1
am not exagerating in my state-
ments about the drunkenness in
those days, but will testify to the
truthfulness of it.

‘We know that conditions are not
what they should be now, but
they are far better than they were
in the days of open saloons. And
the doing away with the open
saloons and publie drinking places
has, alone, done more toward bet-
tering conditions along the pro-
hibition line, than all the work
that has ever been done bI our

officers toward enforcing the
Prohibition law.
Some are in favor of doing

away with the Prohibition law
altogether by repealing the Eigh-
teenth Amendment to the Consti-
tution. Xven some of our sena-
tors and congressmen favor such
an act; yet, none of those fellows
who favor taking away the re-
striction on booze have ever ex-
plained how, and in what way,
unrestricted booze would be a
blessing to the people: of our
country; but have left this all
important question up to us to
tgure out for ourselves, or take
their word for it.  So we shall
investigate this question, briefly,
just to test the truthfulness of
their eclaims that unrestricted
booze would .be better for our

for their breath always

country than Prohibition.

So we ask this question: Are
those who drink more efficient,
better qualified, and better ltted
for business than those who do
not drink booze? Now we do not
have to go far for the answer to
this question; for the business
heads of our country, including
our federal Government, have
already answered the question by
putting a ban on the booze drink-
ers, as business managers at the
head of departments, as clerks,
or as servants., There is no de-
partment in our government
where booze drinkers are employ-
ed, nor is there any place where
they use booze drinkers in any of
the business establishments of our
country; for the business interest
of the world has learned long ago
that booze destroys efficiency in
men, and disqualifies them for
business.

Well, then, we might ask this
question: Do men who drink
make better officers than those
who do not? Now the voters of
our natio answered that question
in no unecertain tones when they
defeated the wets in the last pres-
idnetal election; and especially
did the good women of our coun-
try speak out boldly in aunswer
{o this qustion by pledging them-
selves to vote  apainst the wet
candidates.

Well, we will ask this question:
Do men who drink booze make
safor car drivers on the highways-
those who de not? This question
Lias been answered by cvery State
in the union, I suppose, by the
stringent laws that have been en-
acted against those who drive
motor cars on the highways when
under the infiuence of booze.
Then, this is another answer to
that question; no man wanting
to employ a chalfeur would think
of choosing a booze drinker as a
safe maun to take charge of the
family ear to drive on the streets-
and highways. :

Well we might ask this ques-
tion: Do men who drink booze

make better husbands than thoss
who do not?  DMothers of our
country have answered that ques-
tion long ago by putting a ban on
their daughters marrying men
who drink; and most every moth-
er had just about as soon see her
daughter go to her grave as to
marry a booze drinking man

So in our brief investigation we
find that there is no ‘truth in the
statement of those who elaim
that our mnation would be better
off without Prohibition than with
it, but our finding is just to the
reverse; we find that there is no
place in any of the departmeats
of our Government where mcn
who drink booze are wanted as
officers, nor as employees; neith-
er is he wanted in any of the

business interests of our country, =

as a business manager, nor as &
servant. o

As a motor car driver the booze
drinker is dangerous both to prop-
erty and human life; he also is a,
bane to society, and altogether
undesirable as a liusband, and
¢ven in heaven there is no place
found for him; for God has said
that drunkards shall not inherit
the kingdom of God.

So, search as you may for a
place where the booze drinker
wight be weleome and desirable,
and vou wll find that every known
place has gone on record as hav-

ing put a ban on the booze drink-

er, except hell and its agencies,
whieh arc conducted and opera-
ted by the underworld class.

Statistics slhiow that the States
whieh are in favor of repealing
the Prohibition law are the ones
which have large cities located
in them, which are filled up with
underworld people who are the
operators of these agencies of
hell..

Some talk about the moderate
drinker who does not get drunk;
but I malke no difference between
the moderate drinker and any
other kind of a drinker; for any
body who fools with booze is lia-
ble to get drunk. So I class them
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«l, booze drinlers. ‘Thén, the
booze: habit 8rows so fast that a
man’ who is a nicdérate drmkr\x'
this year is an excessive drmke-
uext vear, '

We could say more on this
subjeet, but our letter ig :ilready
too Tong. Thea, we do not want
tn say all that could he suid, for
ve want to hear from the broth-
ers and sisters on the Prohibition
Guestion.  If you are for prohi-
hition, say'so. If you are against

the wet eandidates, say so boldly; -

aud espeeially do we want you to
toll what you think of the chureh
member who is always  talking

‘for hooze, and lending his influ-

ence in {ivor of it.
Let us make it known to the

- world, through the Gem, that we

firge Will Baptist are for Prohi-
bition. "So we are expeeting some
zood strong letters in the Gem oh
proliibition, 'in the near future.

~May “the Lord bless the editor
of-the Gem and his good wife,

4nc their work.

Pray for your unworthy ser-
vant who is always standing for
prohibition, and a better enforce-

went of the Prohibition law.

W. H. Hunt.

NIANGUA, MISSOURI
Dear Gem Readers: I feel that
it is my duty, as a witness ¢
Jesus Christ and a servant of Ged
te write a few lines to our litt'e
Gem. I don’t suppose that I ean
write anything to help anyone,

“as T feel 50 very weak mysclf.

" God for this cvening.
"L do thank my heavenly Iather
for this wonderful privilege of
‘serving IHim here on carth, pre-
paring to meet Him and ever be

. with -Him,

I have many things to thank
Oh, how

May God help us, cach and

~tvery one, to use the blessings

of this life to His name’s honor
and glory. May we depart from

.the'things of this world, and not :
"‘,lnve pleasure in worldly things,

‘but may we follow in the steps

of -our Savior who suffered for

:performing .
couvince His hearers that e was
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aur sins, leaving us an ex ample

t}ldt we might follow in His steps..

'Fhoug,h we have many trials and
troubles, it doesn’t give me any
desire to go back into the world.

May God give us more faith

~and help us to trust i min all

things, and to depend on Ilim
for all things. For we know that
He is the giver of every good and
perfeet gift.  May the Lord help
us to go on and finish the work
that we have begun, letting our
“lieht shine before the world.

I want you all to pray for me,
that I might keep humble and

- faithful to the end, and receive

a4 erown of life whieh the Lord
fas prepared for them that love
Him.

Here is a verse of a song 1 so
often think of:

Teust in him who will not leave
you

Whatsoever years may bring;
If by ecarthly friends forsaken,

Still more closely to him eling.

May God bless and Jeeep you
all, and give you grace to over-
come the trials and icmptations.

Your sister in Christ,
Liois Deelkard.
0
The Fall of Man and the Redeemer
Text, Romans 5:8, Read Isa. 53.
Sermon Motes
Sy Rev. W. (. Merritt.

Man through disobedience sep-
arated himself from God. A
divine law had been violated and
sinful man could not satisfy the
demands of justice.

Christ stood as a lamb slain.
See Isaiah 7:14; 9:16; Matt. 1:18,
In due time according to proph-
ecy the promised Messiah was
born in Bethlehem of Judea

I In the years of His minis-
try, what a wonderful work He
performed! healing the siek, re-
storing sight to the blind, and
many. miracles . to

indeed the Christ, who came to
redeem men from sin,

II. When He was betrayed

~into .the hands.of sinful- men, it

was the beginning of the greatest
tragedy in all human history.
His whole life. was a vicarious
sacrifice for suffering humanity.
1. Man’s extremity is God’s
opportunity, for while we were
yet sinners Christ died for us, and
in speaking of the atonement, He'
said, ““And if I be lifted up from
the carth I will draw all men
unto me,”’ and this drawing pow-
er is at work today in the world,

‘through the influence of thé Holy

Spirit.  But, alas, how few in
this day are yielding to the gen-
tle influence of the Divine mes-
senger ¥

O
Chips From Sermons Preached .
vy Eld. T. C. Ferguson of Ash
Grove, Missouri.
If you want to have ncmhbors,
he neighborly.

BT you want to have fncnds
be friendly. .

Instead of trying to get hiell out -
of the Bible, get hell out of you.

Your mouth is a place  the
devil likes to be at.

Al you have to do to back-
slide, is just to do nothing.

All you have to do to go to
hell, is just to do nothing.

Any old dead fish ecan float
down stream, but it takes a live
one to go up stream. Are you
alive, or decad? :

If God should whip you every
time you need it, you would have
to stand up the most of your life.

God always blesses in' the line
of duty, never out of it, are you
doing anything for Him?

If T thought God was blessing
Jonahs, and slackers, and laziness,
I would lose confidence in Him,
wouldn’t you? Well, then, geta
move on you,
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New Edenbur{;, x‘kansas
Dear Editor and Gemn Readers:—
As it has been quite a while since
I have written to the Gem, |
will endeavor, by the help of God to
tell the good readers what a glorious
feast I enjoyed today (March 1st)

Rev. Thomas Dixon, our beloved
pastor, delivered to us a very soul.
stirring sermon. using for his
subject “Departure.’” His text
read like this: “For 1 am now
‘ready.to be offered, and the time
of my departure is at hand” (2
Tim. 4:6).

I thank God and bless his holy
uname, for the heaven bought
privilege of enjoying such a spiritu-
al feast, for Bro. Dixon certainly did
give us some wonderful thoughts
from this text of Scripture. We look
upon Bro. Dixon as a real man,
called of God to preach “the
Word,” which is Christ Jesus a
anun . that preaches in season and
out of season, just as Paul charged
Timothy to preach. I thank God for
sending such a man our way.

I amn proud to say, I am still on
vraying and pleading terms with
my blessed Lord. = Although I am
afflicted, I thank God I can endure
these afflictions with patience look-
ing to Cod, “the author and finisher
of our faith,” to strengthen
me each day. I feel it s
more my duty as a mother to live
closer to the Lord than ever befure
for God has seen fit to bless our
home with a fair flower, and 1 have
no other desire than to raise and
teach her ina way that will be
well pleasing in the sight of God.
We are promised, if we will train
a child in the way it should go, and
when it is old it will not depart
from it. Thank God for - this
promise! And Oh, God of mercy,
help us as parents to so live that
we will not be ashamed to have our
children follow in-our footsteps.

I've determined by the gdrace
of God to see the end of a
Christian race. - I want to so live,
that when this earth can no longer
afford me a home, I can say with

. Paul of old,

“I have fought a good
fight, I have finished my course, |
have kept the faith; henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown
of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, shall give me in
that day: not unto me only, but
unto all them that love his ap-
pearing.” Hallelujah!

I will close by asking all who
know the worth of prayer to pray
for me, that | may have health to
attend church and be instrument-
al in leading some poor sin-sick
soul to the Lamb of God that taketh
away the sin of the world.

May the good Lord bless the kind
editor and his wife in publishing
the Gem, our beloved church pa-
per, is the prayer of a humble

Sister in Christ,
Mrs. Iva Mae McClellan.

Hemple, Mo.

Dear Bro. Brown and Gem Read-
ers;—I haven’t written for our little
paper for some time. We are
still working for the Lord here in
Northwest Missouri. Have Sunday
School in all of our churches, and
all have pastors now. Brother John
McKown was ordained for the
ministry a few Sunday's ago. He is
the son of an old minister who has
passed on to his reward, Isn't it
wonderful to be a child of God and
to have had that wonderful experi-
ence of being taken into his fold?
““Verily I say unto you, except ye
be converted, and become as little
children, ye shall not enter into the
kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 18:3.)
We read in John 3:3, “Verily, verily
I1say unto thee, except a man be
born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God.” Also in verse five
of John he said, “Verily, verily I
say unto thee, except a man be
born of water and of the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the kingdom
of God."”

Some may ask, “What takes
place when one. is converted to
Christ?" Read 2 Cor. 5:17, “There-

fore, if any man bein Christ, heis

-a-new creature:

old things are
passed away; behold all things are
become new.” We aren't the same
creature after we accept Christ as
our Redeemer.
worldly pleasure any more, but
will try to do everything that is
pleasing in the sight of our Lord.
‘“We know that whosoever is born
of God sinneth not; but he that is
begotten of God keepeth himself,
.and that wicked one troubleth him
not” (1 John 5:18).
are truly born of the Spirit have
this experience. Rom. 8:1, “There s

_therefore now no condemnation to -
them which are in Christ Jesus, who-

walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit.

May the Lord bless the readers
of the Gem and its worthy editor
and wife. I ask an interest in
all your prayers.

Your sister in Christ,
‘Melba White.

The Acre Plan

Folks, how bad do you want to be
of some help to our denominational
work? Bad enough to plant a small
crop in its interest this spring? If
I should come to you for the cashi,
you might say, “I haven’t got the
money,” but you can’t say that on
this proposition, for this doesn’t take
money You can't say,
time,” for most of us have mdre
time than anything else.

You ministers who liveon a farm,

why don’t you get in on this and

urge your church to do the same?

I know this is something you can

do, if you will. Time is limited,
spring will soon be here; make up
your mind about that old spot of
ground (that has laid out so long,
and write me at once,

You can plant any amount and
any variety of crop you wish; some

I know are planting a part of their
" garden, some as much as an acre,

some a half acre, ete. Or, if it suits
you better, you can make a pledge

to be paid by October 1, 1931. It
" - (Continued on nezt page)

We do not care for

Those wha.

“I haven't
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takes financ~ to carty on the cause of Chmt will you

“help ‘raise it?

The list so far i is as follows:

‘Joey Turner and sons Noel aud Rupert, Granby, Corn

Eld. 0. T. Alired, Monett,
Eid. Wiaford Davis, Mouett,
Eld. Kenneth Turner, Monett,

Sweet potatoes
Sorghum cane
Sorghwin cane

Eld. G. A. Garner, Stella, Undecided

Mrs. B, F. Brown, Purdy, Sweet-Irish potatoes .
Clarabelle Roberts, Aurora, Undecided

Mrs. Lizzie Turner, Carterville, A quilt

Johnnie Swaffar, Purdy, Tomatoes & potatoes
Herman Finn, . Monett, Sorghum cane

£. 0. Callen, Blue Eye, Uridecided

Erskil Henderson & wife, Purdy, - © Beans-

Austio Humbard & wife, Blue Eye, Potatoes

Mrs, W B. Niskern, Wheaton, Pledge, $2.50

Jones Chapel Mission Circle: A quilt for the L, Fund.
Prayerfully submitted,

Eld. Winford Davis. .

Beport of Committee on the Budget System
Missouri State’ Association, October, 1930,

We, your Committee on the Budget System, sub-
mit the following report:

" Seeing the great need of a better financial system
for our beloved denomination; we have called on God
to lead us to formulate a plan that our people wili
grasp and put into operation., After much prayer,
work, and conferring with our strong men and women
in the service, we feel jed to ask each church and pas-
tor to call for a volunteer offering from each member,
not less than ten cents each, and as much more as the
individual feels led of God to give. Never convey the
idea in the Budget System that the individual must
give. Let each pastor presei.t this plan to his con-
gitegation in the spirit of love.

“" We also recommend that ¢ach church send half of
their budget to their local Association, and half to the
State Association.

~ It will take time to get this plan before our people;
80 we must not be impatient, but pray and let God
work out the plan. : ‘ ‘

‘ Lizzie McAdams

Commmittee { Winford Davis -
: E. E. Winfree

Niangua, Mo.

Dear Gem Readers:—I have just been listening to
a song over the radlo *“Count your hlessings; Name
them one by one.’

I belleve, if we would take time to count our

blessings, we would be trying to do more for our
Lord,

I'love to work for my Lord, for [ have not for-

gotten when I was in sin, was apmtually blind,: and.

was 30 undone, . when - Christ: reached 'down from
heaven with his lovmg arms whlch are never shorten-
ed, and lified me up, and I promised him that I would
work for him, and by his help I am going to.

I thank God for the many souls he has saved this

year. May God bless his ministering children every-
where. May you who know the real worth of prayer,
pray for me, that I may live faithfully for Him each
day and do His will faithfully. Let us not only with
our lips confess him, but in our every day life let
our lights so shine before men that they may see our
good works and glorify our Eather
Heaven. Let us not fail to do all He has told us to
do,and let us go daily to the throne of grace and
ask for His help and presence with us each each
duy of our lives,

May God bless you. Pray for me and for the lost in
my home.

Your sister in Chnst

Lucy .Deckard.

OUR SONG .BOOKS
Our 1931 Song Book, ¢‘Crowning Hymns No. 11,”
is now ready to ship. It containg 224 pages and
rotails at 35¢-per copy; $3.50 per dozen; $7.00 par
25; $24.00 per 100 postpaid, 30 or more at 100 rate.
Our new Church and Sunday School book, “Sm"
Unto. Him,”’ is also rcady to ship.

We thmk it the greatest achievement of our
whole career as music publishers. In its prepa-
ration we have associated with us such well known
men as Charley D. Tillman, ¥. N. Lincoln, Jas. C.
Moore, and L. I, Edwards, who have published
and sold millions of song books.

The book is well bound in heavy manilla, con-
tains 350 songs, price 45¢ per copy; sample 35c;
$4.50 per dozen; $8.50 per 25; $30.00 per 100, post-

. paid, 30 or more at 100 rate

“Our Little Evangel,” bound in heavy manilla,
contains 118 songs, at 15¢ per copy; $1.75 per doz.;
$3.25 per 25; $10.00 per 100 postpaid, 30 or more
at the 100 rate.

We also have Quartet and Duet books Saered
and Comie, at 25¢ per copy; 5 for $1.00 postpaid.

Our ‘‘Paradisec of Praise,”” a well bound book,
containing 201 songs snitable for religious services
of any kind. Because this book is printed with
round notes, we arc offering it at 15¢ per copy;
$1.50 per dozen; $10.00 per 100 postpaid, 30 or more
at the 100 rate. This is a bargain for those who
like round notes.

THE OZARK MUSIC CO. Purdy, Mo., Box 94.
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Where Shall We Serve God?

Every earnest young Christian
sincerely desires to render some
service for the Lord. But many
have the idea that their field of
service lies in some far-away
mission field, to which they will
never get, when as a matter of fact
their sphere of usefulness is right

where they are—today, this very

minute,

Others think they cannot serve
acceptably because they cannot,
at the moment, serve in some large,
noble and conspicuous manner. We
need to realize that those who serve

‘in a big way first learned to servein

meager ways. God's Word distinctly
states that it is only those: who

-are faithful'over a few things that

are made ‘rulers over the many
things. It is faithfulness that the
Master is looking for, and if we
are faithful in the little duties of the
home and of every day, we shall be
making the best possible preparation

for the larger tasks of a future day.

[t-is usually the person who is

content -to - serve faithfully - and

conscientiously “at home’—where

:he or she is today—that God can
-use in larger fields of service.
.young Christian who will live nobly

The

and: courageously in the home, in

the school, in the office—wherever
‘located now—is the one whose lifeis
- counting most for God; and if that

place happens to be in some far-

-away mission field, fine indeed! Ifin

the home kitchen, or the fields, the
shops or the office, it matters not—
God can use that one mightily
wherever He chooses.

*“The bread that bringeth strength I
want to give; ‘
The water pure that bids the
thirsty live; :
T want to help the fainting day by
day; ‘
‘I'm sure I shall not pass again
" this way.

‘I want to give the oil of joy for
~ tears,
The faith to conquer coming
doubts and fears,
Beauty for ashes may I give alway;
I'm sure I shall not pass again this
way.

,“l‘wa_nt‘m give good measure rin-

ning o’er,
And into angry hearts I want to

pour

The answer soft that turneth wrath
away;

I'm sure 1 shall not pass again this
way.

“1 want to give to others hope and
faith,

I want to do all that the Master
saith;

I want to live aright from day to

day; -

I'm sure I shall not pass again
this way.”

Perhaps nothing can so greatly

help us to be faithful to our daily
tasks as the sincere realization that

" truly “We shall not pass again this

way” When this day closes and
night falls, we shall have lived it for
all time: it will never come again.
Tomorrow may come, but today is
gone forever, and with it have
vanished the opportunities to live
for God which it brought,

The finest field of Christian service
then lies right at our door, Letus
do faithfully and well the thing our
hand findeth to do, now, today, this
minute. Then when God needs some-
one for His ‘greater tasks He' will

surely call upon us, and we can'say

with Isaiah of old, “Here am 1, send
me.’—Miss Linnie McCoy.
o
The Benefits of the Leagues

By our Free Will Baptist League
we simply mean an auxiliary or-
ganizadtion of the church for the
young folks; yet not altogether for
tor the young folks, for the older
ones are gladly admitted,and desired

Our brethren, the Missionary Bap-
tist callit the B. Y. P U; the Meth-
odist call it the Epworth League;
the Christian church calls it Chris-
tian Endeavor; but in principleit is
all the same.

Some of the benefits of the League
are as follows:

1 It keeps the young people at
home on Sunday nights; you know,
and we all know that young people
are inclined to go—the fact is nost
of them are going to go—if it is not
near home it will be a distance
away. Nothing cuts a young per-

son quite so deep as to have no

place to go on Sunday night. How

nice it is for them to have a com-
munity league to attend, where they
can have a lesson of interest to
study, based upon the Bible, and
their minds are kept from wander-.

ing away to the slums of the city,

or to some other immoral, unchris-

tian place.

2 TheLeagueisa meansof train-
ing. 1t brings to the front and de-
velops that valuable natural ability
hid away in our boys and gifls.
It helps them to get away from
timidity, stage fright, the spirit of
fear, etc. and, at the same time is
teaching them valuable truths. The
league, in its nature, is character
building, soul strengthening, and'is

.a -great stay to young CONVerts.

There are pearls of great price hid
away in our Free Will Baptist beys
and girls, but they need to be brot

-out, and the league lhelps to do this

3  The League is a means of livii-
hood. To many of our young peos
ple the church is a dark, somber,
melancholy, uninteresting kind of @
place; a place sf long faces; a kind
of spiritual morgue, where the dead
lie in state: and you know that we
have. churches in just such condi-
tion: but many times young folks

get that feeling because there is

nothing there they feel really be-
longs to them. Now when you cah
get them to take part in leaguc
work, you will find that they be-
come wmuch more interested, not
only in this, but in all other part3
of the work, for they will feel then
that they are stockholders. The
League is intended to create and
.arouse an interest in the ranks of
our young people throughout the de-
nomination.  You that haven't a
league ought to get busy now and
organize one. If you need any ad-
vice or assistance, write some of the
state officers who will gladly comg
to your rescue. I am glad to see,
through the Gem, the interest in
the league work growing. 1 pray

the work will be several rounds up

the ladder of progress by the timq

" of jour next State Meeting.

—Winford Davis.
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‘Macedonia League Report

Another month has rolled sround
and  we are still doing League
Work. - Two more lessons will end
our first quarter's work for this
year, ‘
Have our leagues as a whole im-
proved any since Jan. Ist? [am
able to say that Macedonia League
.ty far better than it was three
month’'s ago. While it is true there
are times when our pregress isn't
visible, due to different reasons and
there are .times when our lessons
are somewhat more difficult than
at other ‘times;. but then is when
we are- doing greater .work. By
harder study we are developing our
minds, and gaining thoughts that

are well. worth our time and the

energy put forth,

- We have two members added to
our  League since last month,
-namely; Bill Medlin and Tennie
Childresh.

As we are about to enter intoa
new quarter, let's endeavor to make
a greater improvement during the
second quarter than we have the
first.

Kenneth Turner

Irondale, Mo

. Dear Leaguers and Readers of the
Gem: Just a line again to our
wonderful paper. I have just been
reading in my paper of the good
work that is going on over the
state. Am especially pleased to
read the reports of our Free
Will Baptist League workers, and to
see the interest they are showing in
the work  Their reports surely are
fine. 1 would like to see many
more reports in our next paper,

- Let’s each association that is
organized send our reports to our
State Secretary, Miss Melba White,
go she can make a general report.
Let's give Sister White some work
to do. Iknow she will appreci-

ate it. Then we can have the
State Report too. Let’s keep up the
good work.

~ May God bless you ell.
for us.

Pray

Wm Reeves.

Jones Chapel League Report
Dear Leaguers:—We have a
splendid League at Jones Chapel.
We are trying to carry on the
League work in such a way as to
please Christ and to grow strong-
er in His cause.
.. The eonrollment in the Senior
Department is thirty-two, and the
average attendanceis about twenty-
five. Edna Eaton in our prisident.
There are eleven little Juniors. They

.are doing a wonderful work 'with
‘Mrs. Mae Lewis as their sponsor.

We are very proud of our Juniors.
Every Sunday evening they are
there and at their place.

We are having a contest to see
which group has the largest number
present, the most Bible readers, the
ones that tell their parts,  and
the largest number that visit the
sick. The contest ends the first
of April.  The losing group enter-
tains the winners. At the present
both groups are running a very
close race. The object of the
contest js to get more of the League
members to read the daily Bible
readings.

Atthe close of the lesson each

.Sunday evening. a member of the

League described a Bible character
and the rest of the League and the
audience guess who itis.

May the Lord bless each League

_and its members.

Otha Campbell, Secretary.

To Redeem Us From OQur Sins
By Oleta Davis

Efforts are being put forth every

day for the redemption of our

souls. Jesus made the first and

the greatest effort that was ever

made for the redemption of our

souls from eternal destruction. He
made it possible that we might bhave
our sins forgiven, and enjoy our
eternity in that happy and blissful
home where He is now waiting for
us, with all our dearly beloved who
have already crossed through that

gilent valley of death and are
enjoying the realities of a home
above.

Some people are trying to redeem
themselves in different ways Some
are trying to buy their pardon from
Jesus by giving money. to the
church. That is fine as far as it
goes, but money will never. redeem
us of our sins,

Then others are living a good
moral life, and doing good deeds
every day, thinking that will save
them. 'But Jeshs said in John
10:9, “I am the door; by me if any
man enter in he shall-be saved, and
shall -go in and .out, and find
pasture,

After Jesus completed the plan
of salvation whereby “we might be
redeemed, he left work for his
messengers to do. These messengers
are our ministers of today. May
God bless and help each and every
one of them that they may do the
work that Jesus left for them to
do, and’'that is to spread the good
tidings all over the world that Jesus-
has put forth the greatest effort of
all efforts for the redemption of the
sins of the world. This effort was
the sacrefice of his life, which He
gave on the cross of Calvary.

It is wonderful to think of the love
Jesus surely had for us, to give
his life in order that we might be
saved. In Paul's letter to the
Romans he said, “For while we
were yet weak, in due season Christ
died for the ungodly. For scarcely
for a righteous man will one die: yet
peradventure for a good mman some
would even dare to die. But God
commendeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died . for .us.”” Jesus also
said, “Greater love hath no man
than this. that a man lay down his
life for his friends.”
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Are We Gomg to Follow?

If So, Why?

By Elder J. L. Barnstetter

‘1 have beéen taking the Gem
a little over a year, and I have
uever seen an article published that
was written from Springfield. 1
suppose every one has been like
myself, just waiting for someoné
else.

when I llunk of people waiting for
one ~another, . 1. think- of -the - Fin-
al Judgment, when we must all ap-
pear before the judgment seat of
Christ. Now in my opinion, if it
wére possible, the people who have
remained faithful to our Lord and
Savior to the end would almost run

over one another to get to be first

so they could get into -the final

resting place first. And, on the
other hand, the sinners would
all want to be last. Why? Why

does a criminal 'want _his trial put.

In order that’ he might enjoy
the world a

off ?
the pleasures of
while longer.

1 want to say here that I surely
do believe in a man saying what he

believes. A man that says one thing-

and believes something else is a
hypocrite. However I want my
thoughts and decisions to be backed
up by the Bible.

There may be ministers, and I
know there are those who in their
sermons say more about the Free
Will Baptist doctrine than I do, but
one thing I do know, there is nota
man who believes the F. W.B.
doctrine any stronger thanI [ am
not a Free Will Baptist because
my parents were, because they
were and are not., But I have tried
to make my choice from the study
of God's Word.

Iam a member of the Union
Association of F. W, Baptists, which
takes in Green, Webster, Wright,
Douglas and Texas counties, and I
am more personally acquainted in
this particular - territory than any
where else. Now I don't fight other
denominations because I know 1t is
¢the wrong thing to do. Butldo
helieve in pushing your own de-

.nomination,

, and  especially the
cause of Christ, to the front. In
this part of the state practically
all other denominations, other than
the Free Will Baptists, are losing
ground in the rural territory, and in
a lot of cases even in the
small towns. They are without
pastors, and have been in sever-
al cases, for over a year, Of course
Free Will Baptists have not made a
great gain, but I cannot see where
‘we have lost very much., Here is
the question: Are we gdoing to
follow? If so, why?

We could throw up our hands in
despair and sdy, “There is no
use!’” We might compare this to

the farmer down herein the Ozarks. .

He cuts the timber off a piece
of land.

all off, and the next year he has
another. good crop, and so on and
on. After two or three years, he
could lay himself down geitly in
the shade and say, “It is no use!”
But if he keeps fighting, the sprouts
will get less every year until finally
he. has them all killed--he has
conquered. We might say, “Other
denominations have failed, so we
are bound to fail.”” Some banks and
gome business men have failed in

- the past, but is that a sign that the

youth of today has not even a
chance of success? NO!

We not only have a chance to
push our denomination to the front,
but we have a chance to help cause
many poor unsaved people to come
to Christ. You readers may won-
der why I particularly choose the

country. To begin with, I was born

and reared on the farn, and secondly
according to the ‘teachings of the
Bible, Christ associated more with
the un-societyfied class of people.
People in the country are notgo
high-headed as city folks generally
are. Read 2 Tim. 3:1:5.  This very

- thing that Paul was telling Timothy

of is in existence at this very
minute. It isawful in'the up-to-date
city churches, and is bad enough in
the country, and I say the

The next year he hasa.
" good crop of sprouts. He cuts them

‘country

ministers of the Gospel are to blame
to a very great extent. Now I make
an appeal to all my fellow ministers
of the Gospel to stand firm for
Salvation by Grace. A Salvation
that you know deep down in yoar
own heart that you have, not a
religion that you get by signing a
card and joining the church. Now
that is what I class as formality,
and what i¢ leading many souls to
a Devil's Hell, and, fellow minis-
ter's, let me urge you again (o
pr:ach Jesus Christ. Preach what
we find written in the OLD KING
JAMES VERSION of the NEW
AND OLD TESTAMENT, and when
we are called to stand before the
judgment seat of Christ, we will not-
be accused of failing to warn men
and women to flee from the wrath
to come. Let's work while . itis
day, for the night cometh when no
man -can work. Let's push our
churches . to the front.
Don't let them die, but feed them
with the old time Gospel, and don’t
be ashamed to stand four square for
God and declare his whole counsel to
a lost and dying world.

'‘Now 1 dou't say or insinuate that
the other denominations have made
great mistakes, or that.they are
on the wrong road. But there is
always a cause for success or fail-
ure. Profit by mistakes, study the
situation, then go out with the
determination by the help of God
you will succeed, and then when
you have done your best, leave with
God the rest,

Yours for the cause,
Eld. J. L. Barnstetter.

941 N. Clay, Springfield, Mo.

[, VE—

.NOTES FROM THE FREE BAPTIST

July 4, 1899

" Millions for mammon, and coppers
for the Lord's work.

[t costs something to pa& the
Lord’'s tenth, but it costs more
not to.

The man who fears he cannot live

on nine-tenths of hisincome, fears to
trust himself to the promises of God,
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DISCUSSION -
(Continued fromq lige. 2)
get much more than the introduction in this vmte up
I will state our propositions.

1 affirm that the church of which 1 ami a member,
known by me and my brethren as the l'ree Will Bap-
_tist Church of God, or Christ, is scriptural in origio,
doctrine, and practice. By Seriptural we mean accord-
ing to the Old and New Testantents.
mean the beginning. By doctrine we mean the things
we teach. By practice, keeping the conmandments.

Elder Black denied my proposition, and affirmed
that the church of which he is a;member:is scriptural
in origin, doctrine and practice, " Heand'l chose our
moderators and began. This discussion was held in
the town of Checotah, Oklahoma, beginning Aug. 22,
1330, at 8 o'clock p. m. We had large congregations.
T was in the afficmative the first three days, and defin.
ed my propositions as we discussed them. -

First I will disscuss the church question as we lmd
it under discussion. First, the church of God, or Christ,
is the called out by the gospel, the redeemed. In Acts
20:28 we read, “Take heed therefore unto yourselves,
end to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost
hath made you overseers, to feed the .church of God,
which he hath purchashed with*his 6wan blood.”  The
church of God, or Christ, is the redeemed of all nations,
Lindreds and tongues, yes the redeemed on earth and
in heaven. A church is a congregation of any kind.
We have many sects and orders—inany denominations
und there is good in al} of them. It takes the redeem-

ed of all the orders to constitute the Church of God,
or Christ,

‘The Free Will Baptist church'of God or Christ is that
part of the receemed that belong to the denomina-
tion called Free Wiil Baptist.

‘No church hasa scripturs! right to be called the
Church of Christ, exclusively «f all others. Every time
you read of the church of God or Christ, it means the
Iedeemed in the aggregate, it means the called out.

And we will note the first call, when Adam and Eve
were driven out of the garden of Eden, when in Adam
all was condemned to condemnation. God came in
the cool of the day and said, “Adam where art thou?”’
This was the first call that was ‘made, and God Him.
self made the call for poor fallen man. “By the offence
of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation”
(Rom. 5:18). God made man good, and gave him free
agency; he could eat of all the trees of the garden, ex-
cept the tree of the knowledge of good and evil But
God said, "In the day that thou eatest therof thou shalt
surely die.” Adam not only died himself, but brought
condemnation on the whole human.race. In the fall,

there were seven curses pronounced on Adam’s race. -

gl)f Death in sin (Gen. 3:8); (2) the earth cursed (3:
‘17); (8) Man shall toil for a living (3:19); (4) Driven
from the garden (3:24): the sorrow of the woman

By origin we-

-multiplied (3:16);- (§) .the. corporal or. natural death

(1 Cori15:22): " (7) eteriial death:(Rev. 20:15). - . %

Note that God said that the seed of the wom an should
bruise the serpent’s head. The seed.was Christ, and
there and then was the foundation laid; then men had
achance to be saved. That was the first prophecy: if
the readers wish to read it, turn to Gen. 3:15. Since
then men have heen saved through all ages by repen-
tance and faith in Christ.  Also through the blood of
Christ, we are now ready to begin the church line.

Gen. 4:4 tells us that Abel made an offering.. Heb.
11:4 tells us that he made it by faith. He must have
been taught to make offerings, or he would not have
known to do so. ' Next 'we will note Gen. 4:26, “Then
began men to call upon the name of the Lord.” This
was after the birth Seth. Here was the first congrega-
tion—the record tells us of men calling on the name
of the Lord. We have only a short history of the race
up to the flood. Keep in mind, dear readers, that that
congregation was in favor with God; they were calling

on the name of the Lord; they were God's children;

they were saved people, How were they saved? By
faith in the coming Christ.

“Without faith it is impossible to please him" (Heb.
11:6). "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and

- that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God"* (Eph.2:8).

Let's follow this faith line through the Bible. “And
Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took
him” (Gen. 5:24). "By faith Enoch was translated .
that he should not see death; and was not found, be-
cause God had translated him: for before his transla-
tion he had this testimony, that he pleased God" (Heb.
11:5). What is faith? Faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen (Heb. 11:1).
“By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen
as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving
of his house; by the which he condemned the world,
and became heir of the righteousness which is by
faith”’ (Heb. 11:7).  Here is a thought please note,
Noah could not have become an heir of that which did
not exist; so righteousness and faith existed before
the flood. After the flood Noah built an altar There
must have been an altar with all the worshipers of God
before the flood, and it is a proven fact that there has
been an altar in the house of God ever since. These
facts show an unbroken succession of righteous per-
sons, although up the flood and after, it had narrowed
down to a very few in number—Noah and his family,
eight in number, but they were real Christians. Noah

was a preacher of righteousness, but only his own
family heard him.

Next we will notice faithful Abraham, In Gen. 12:
1 to 13 we read of the call of Abram, tliat he should
become the father of a great nation; that in bim all
families of the earth should be blessed. “Ye are the
children of the prophets, and of the covenant which
God made with our fathers, saying unto Abrahain,

Did faith save them?

—_
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And in thy seed shall all the kin-

dreds of the earth be blessed™ (Acts

4:25).  Thank God for this promise;

we who are under the blood of a

pleeding Christ are blessed with
mi(hml Abraham.’ In Heb. 735,
we read, "And verily they that are

" of thesons of Levi, who receive the

office of the priesthood, have a com-
wandment to take tithes of the peo-

. ple according to the law, that is, of

tpbeir brethren, though they come
out of the loins of Abraham.” The
existence of an office proves the
existence of a society. ‘Théy had
an office, they had a priest; they
who could deny' the existence the
church,. the called out, the body of

Christ, the transaction of God’s chil- -
dren in' the days of Abraham? The "
gamily of God was traveling through -

the ages to a more perfect day,
Please do not. lose sight of the
line of faith. We feel that each write
up will become more interesting.
For fear 1 take uptoo much space
1 will close soon.
pext write up; we will follow this
Jine through the Bible, but before
we get through, we will bring in

more good things on the proposi-

tions. ' If you.see things you don't
pelieve, hold’ your peace untxl you
read’it all,

I thank God for the Free Will
Baptist Gem: I thank Him for the
editor, and for the many good peo-
ple of Missouri and other States
who are supporting it. But many
are not taking the paper. Brethren,
Jet's take this paper and, assoon as
possible, make it a weekly.

—Thomas H. Dixon.
(To be continued)

Obituary

Fast—Ora Belle Little, born in
Indiana February 28, 1871, departed
this life December 31, 1930, being
at the time of her death fifty-nine
years, ten months and three days
old.

On March 17, 1893

. she was

Look out for the-

. Adair County, Mo.

married to Tracy Fast. To this
union two children were born, one
dying iu infaucy, The relatives left
to' mourn her death are the hus-
band, Tracy Faat, and the daughter,
Mrs. Ramie Hoover and three
grandchildren.

"~ She was a member of the Free

- Will Baptist church_at Hannon, Me.

She numbered her friends by her
acquaintances, for to know her wus
to love her.

The funeral service was held at
Hannon Church Januery 1, 1931
conducted by Rev. W. H. York,
Scripture lesson Eccl. 12:1-7 and
Rev. 21:1-7. Text St, John 11:25,
26 “Jesus said unto her,I am the
resurrection and life: he that
believeth in " me,

ever liveth and believeth in me

shall never die."
Interment in

Cermetery.

the Barton City

Mrs. Ida Ball.

——-__o..—-.—.

Hardin—On Saturday March

'28th at ten o'clock in the morning,

Brother John W, Hardin
away in death at his

passed
home in

of Kirksville, Mo., aged eighty-four
years, two months and twenty-one
days He has lived nearly
all his life in Adair County, Mo.

He leaves to mourn his death
his aged wife, one son, a grand-
daughter, Miss Edith Walker of
Adair County, Mo. and a host of
friends and more distant relatives.
He also had two daughters who
had preceded him in death.

Brother Hardin had been living
a Christian life for over forty years,
and for many years he had been
a faithful member of the Jewel Free
Will Baptist Church in Adair
County, Mo.

He was a kind, loving husband
and father, and a kind and obliging
neighbor. He was always ready to

help every good cause that came
He will be greatly misssd '

his way.
by his family, his neighbors and

. though he were ',
dead, yet'shall he live: and whoso-

near the city

“friends, and his church that he lov-

ed so well.

He was laid to rest in the

. cemetery near the Jewel church

amid a large crowd of his mourning
friends. The funeral service was
preached by the writer and old
friend of the family.

Eld. T. C. Eerguson, Ash Grove Mo.

]Iurvey—-Ahce Nance was born
October 30, 1868, departed this life
January 8, 1931, being at the time
of her death sixty-two years, two
months and eight days old..

Her death came as a shock to the
entire community. She had
been in failing heaith for some
months, but was only confined to
her bed two days.

In 1887 she was united in
marriage to A. D. Crabtree, who
preceded her in death December
21,1917, Four children were born
to this union, only two living to
be grown.

March 3, 1923 she was united in
marriage to Millard Harvey. She
was 8 member of the Free
Will Baptist Church at Hannon,
Mo. She was also a member of lhc
Liberal W. C.T. U

Besxdes her husband and  family,
‘she leaves a stepson, Emery

. Crabtree of Osage, Okla , one son, L.

B. Crabtree, and one daughter, Mrs.
Maude Welty of Nevada, Mo.
Funeral services were held at the
Christian Church in Liberal at one
o'clock, conducted by Elder W. H
York of Hannon, Mo who spoke
very ably from ‘1 Cor. 10:53 to

" a large audience of relatives and

‘was laid to rest

friends.  After the service shl}
in Barton City’
Cemetery—gone but not forgotten.

A Friend.
HAVE YOU paid your subscip-

tion to the Gem? Do you really
want the Gem to succeed and be-
come a bigger, better paper? The
money we now get for subs don’t
pay half the cost of a 16 page paper;

" and 16 pages is all we can possibly

put out until we get more money fot-

. subscriptions.—The Editor. g




36

vIHE FRER WILL BAPTIBT -GEM

- April, 1931

Information
The Gem office is well prepared
te do your job printing,
st prices that are right,
We do minute work in first class
i--ghape, and wanl your work.
We print letterheads, envelupes,
cards, circulars, posters, ete
Ask us for samples of any work
" you are interested in, and get our
prices; perhaps we can make you
better prices than youn can get
¢lsewhere. Give your publishing
house a chance .to do your job
printing; it will help us to meet
our expenses. '

Letter Heads
-~ Printed on Hawmmermill Bond
Size 8%x11 inches

100 $1.25

- 200. .1.50

D00 e e e 2.25

1000 350
Envelopes

Good envelopes printed as ordered
Size 634

100 $1.25

200 ... .150

500 .225

" 1000 3.50
' 10 inch Size

100 $1.35

200 ... 170

500 ... 2758

© 1000 450

oo Blanks
Size 83 x11 inches
Suitable for framing
Minister's Ordination blanks, 10c
Minister’s License blanks, 10c
Deacon’s Ordination blanks, 10c
Evangelist's Cert. of Election, 10c
* If less than 5 blanks are ordered,
' 5 cents should be added for postage.
" 1 '8 or more, 10¢ each, postpaid.

‘Treatise

Treatlse of the Faith and Usages.

» of the Free Wl}l, Baptist, 25¢ each.

and that -

- John H. Wolfe,

. Letter Blanks
Letter from a Church toa Q. M,,
Y. M. or Association. Letter froin

Y. M. or Association to State Asso-

ctation, Sc each, 6 for 25¢, postpaid.

"ANNCUNCEMENTS
‘- The announcement. of your As-
tociation, Quarterly Meeting or
5th Sunday Meeting should ap-
pear here. Send in your announce-
ment so it can be printed in the
next issue of theGem.

Butler.Dunn Theology

The Buatler-Dunn Systematic
Theology, the standard book on
Free Will Baptist faith and doc-
“trine, is now reprinted, and every
minister and Christian worker
should have.a copy. 1hisis anim-
portant book in the SCHOOL OF
THE BIBLE, conducted by Rev.
John H. Wolfe. Ministers and
Christian workers, wishing to bet-
ter prepare themselves for Chris-
tian work, should have this book,
and should take the correspond-
ence course offered by the “Schoo)
of the Bible.” The book is well
bound; has 476 pages, $2.50 post-
paid.

Send orders to the F. W, B.
Gem, Purdy, Missouri or to Rev.
Pawnee City,
Nebr.

Olney, Texas
(Continued from page 4,
something to be a Christian, Tt
takes an every day life, and a
cleaning-up of that old wicked
spirit that gets such a hold on us.
We should all live closer to the
Lord, for his all-seeing eye is looking
down in our lives, and people know
our every day lives. “If we live in
the spirit, let us also walk in the
spirit; let us not be desirous of vain
glory, provoking one another, and
envying one another.” There are
heights and depths of Christian

_ experience open to every child

of God, but few there are who turn
their way to seek the pleasures He

has provided. Many a Christian lifer
today seems to have little in it to
stir the heart. There are no heights.
no depths it is commonplace. Those-
who live that sort of life are
most likely to seek for thnl)s in-

" worldly pleasure, and  so few. go-

on to find the rich treasures that
yield to the. touch of faith. " The
reason is plain. If we would go on
with God down through humility.
through service, through sorrow
and suffering here, we . face one
of the blessed paradises. God’s
way up is down. These are won-
derful paradises in the fully sur-
rendered life of the one who walks
step by stepin close fellowshlp with
the Spirit of God. His leading is
wonderful and filled with love,

Going down thhout God is sad jp- .

deed, but in going down with God
there is nothing to fear. “Perfect love-
casteth out all fear.” Absolute trust
brings peace. God's timepiece

" strikes, and the hour of our deliv-

erence has come. Praise the
Lord, it came for Job, it came. fos
Joseph "and it came for Jesps.
Victery and joy are ours. Wehave
discovered treasures of His love and
power that we can not describe. We
are going up and on with God. Now

we understand the suffering.and- :

trial, and we thank and praise Him
for bringing us down, and if we are
so surprised, 8o full of the joy gnd
wonder of it all here, what will we
be when we reach ‘the other
shore, for “it hath not -entered intoe-
the heart of man, the things that
God hath prepared for them that love
him,” so remember that when the
Lord has an especially bright crown
for a soul, he first imparts an
equally heavy cross, So may ‘we
all go forward until ‘the Lord se¢es-
fit to call us.
I remain a sister in Christ,
Mrs. M. B. Cockmah.

POINTS FROM THE F. BAPTisT
Not all Jonahs are Jews.
The modern Jonah is the one
who doesn’t believe God can make
a fish large enough to swallow him.




