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WHY GO TO CHURCH?
By Miss Linnie McCoy

A self survey as to ¢ Why go t0
Chureh™ reveals the +following
reasons ; RN
L Habit, ,
ike learning to walk, has become
Second ‘nature, thanks: to- the -
uence of Godly ancestors: . .

2. Custom——The example of
ﬂ}e best people in every commiu-
ity in which I have ever lived

¢onvinees me that the most worthy -

and the nost useful people it
every community. go to churclt.

. Obedience—The spirit_ ol
loyalty to His Word and to s
Wil makes it a duty as well as &
Sreat privilege to attend the . ser-
Vices of Tiis house.

Bloce: Love—The inspiration and
elrifsing that I feel in Iis h'(c)]b«:
P ble prompt me to say, like the
-Salmist of old, ‘I was glad.when
tley said unto me, let us go into
he house of the Lord.”
a ack of all the above rcasons
. e the real benefits which ehureh
Utendanee, brings. '
Information—In the course of

2?}’1 life T have never found any.
er regular and systematic OD--

]i?:funif.;y for helpful contact ‘_an(z
affpn thinking comparable to tha
orded by the chureh.
De-velopm»‘ent—l\fo other ageney
Drovides such a favorable setting
o the dicovery of the virtues
Ad graces that cunoble life. ]
vost,rengthwln the atmosphere of
lon s house, I find the commun-
o mld feH_O\Vship that enable me
p ,Shal’e His available power and
Wpose with Him.
o“glo“lo.pe;r“lti_OH—Conscious of my
of' Imitations and the \\:1&;(10}11
ehueonechva effort, I find in
:i()nri}l attendance the ]?1‘()!){}1«:
Work; ”_‘t I nced for planning ant
{ng with others.
ervice—Sinee serviee is the
asure of suceess and the churclt
the most excellent ageney for
Viee, church attendance affords
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ihe best possible means for prep-
aration for expressing and enlarg-
ing my life in loving service to
my Father and fo His children.

The habit of chureh attendanee
is profitable because: ‘

It Rests the Body—It 1s good
for one’s health to alter the rou-
tine of the week for attendance
at the Lord’s house. 'The resﬁ,
and the quiet of the 110u§0 of
prayer will be a souree of reeu-
pcration to any eitizei.’ : .
" Tt Refreshes the Mind—Church
attendance invig‘or:}tes the nmn.t;:,l
faculties by -engaging _‘the}‘n \\'vlf,xl
the great themes from God’s Word

It Promotes Brotherhood and

'Demncmcvw'l‘he chureh i3 24
"rmining‘ school - for democracy.

Tt stands for a brotherhood that

overleaps all ne;
blood, or nationality. o

It Protects Secular Institutions
—The permancice .
libraries, hospitals, stores, mills,
and factovies depend on the g()‘d.lx-
;10% of our citizens. The spirit-
uai institutions conserve the ma-
terial. .

It Conforn :
the Best AMan that Tver Lived—
Jesus went to churel regularly,

was benefitted by the

and if e , _ oot f
})racticc, we may well expeet to

be benefitted by it. ‘ .
It Testifies to the '.l.;'uﬂl Qt
Christ and Extends His In_ﬁuenuc'
—Church uttcnd;}nce is a form ot
‘1'elig'ious confession which })Calrz
witness before the world '0.1
Christ’s ~ goodness and  power.
Every religious m_cctm’g is 2 c.m?:
tribution of the Iord’s followers
to the Lord’s cause. hroug!
this united testimoiy that impres-
ade on the community
Jest of All [t Enables us to
meeb God——'l‘he_ church 1s t'h(?
‘mecting placé of the soul and 1ts.
Malker. Where shall we look ‘fm{
God, assu‘red'that we §hull finc
Him? Christian experience an-
swers this ques
ger by calling us to

gions are n

the house of

of our schools,

)¢ to the Practice of

It is through

tion of heart hun-

1l distinetions of race, .

prayer. . :

Dear readers, if you don’t have
the "“Go To Church’’ habit, wou't
yout ‘begin now?

Phillipsburg, Missouri, R2.

' ¢OD’S TENTH
© . Mrs. E. G. Thorp

“Takebeed to thyself that thow
forsake- not the Levite as long
as thow livest upon the earth”
(Deut, 12:19).

God had separated the tribe of
Lievi: for:special serviee and had
given him. no part nor inheritance
withy his. brethren. Moses tells us
(Deut.:10:9) that the Lord is his
Inheritance. .

Ged required a certain portion
to be T-given to the priests for
their support, from the tithes and
offerings, that the lsraclites were

requirved to give; and we find by.

reading--the history of nation:i
Israel when they failed to hring
in -the tithes and offerings, wwhat
happened. : '

Mal.w - 3:8 asks this question,
“Will & man rob (od?” then
tells us how they had robbed: in
tithes and offerings.  Verse nine
tells us, ““Ye are cursed with a
curses; -tor ye have robbed me,
even - this whole nation.””. Then

“verse ten tells us the remedys:

’

“Bring ye all the tithes into the

storehouse, that there may be ment
in ming house, and prove me now
herewith, saith the Lord of hosts,
if I'will not open you the windows
of heaven, and pour you out a
blessing, that there shall not be
room eniough to receive it.’’ Now,
dear readers, do not think that
the oblization of tithing ceased

1 Cor. 9:13-14, “‘Do ye not know

that -tlicy which minister abouf

holy things live of the things of
the -temple? and they whieh wait

at"the  altar are partakers with
the altar? Lven so hath the Lord
‘ordained that they which preaeh

- with the closing up of Old Testa- . .
ment times, for Paul tells us in.




* trusted with more. -

\
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* dren ean untie the”

. vice.

-seattereth,,

~ than is meet, but it tendeth
‘poverty.’’

“If -we will be,
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the gospel should live of the hold of the wheel, and start the ive order. :
gospel?”’ load; and put over God’s work Next, what is its name? (Acts ‘

You may be wondering why 1 In great shape. 20:28; 1 Cor. 1:2; 10:32; 11;22; {”?\

have chosen to write on this sub-- : 15:9; Tsaiah 44:46).  Members v
Jeet. It is beeause of the erying THE CHURCH added (Acts 1:15; 2:41.47,9:26- |
need of the support of God’s min- Elder N. E. Snpder 28; Rev. 3:4), Aets 9:26 tells us,

isters, and’ 1 feel that no one is

better acquainted with the circumn-
stanees  of underpaid  ministers
“than 1, beeause I am the daugh-
ter of an old minister who wore
his life out in God’s service, and
L want to tell yon that some one
has to pds the price. 1 believe
that God’s ministers today should
e .likl, the Levites of ()]d, have
no inheritanee with their brethren
(ncthing to tie them down, or hin-

cder them from giving their time

o the ministry), and Goi’s chil-
hands of God’s
ministers if they will only bring
in the tithes (tenth) and offerings.
It we who profess to be God's
servants will do this we will not
ouly take care of God’s minis-
ters, but will be able to give to
every worthy cause. We can, if
we' o will, support an m'plmxmuo
‘home, \Vc can; if we' will, sup-

~..port the old preachers who have

worn out their lives in God’s ser-
‘ Then, too, we can help, the
poor and all out of God’s “tithes
and offerings. In Proverbs 28:27,
we find this statement: ‘“Ile that
giveth to the poor shall not lack,
but he that hideth his cyes shdll
-have many a eurse.” Then let us
dook at Prov. 11:24, ““There is that
and )ct inereascth ;
and there is that wi fthholdeth more
to
Then the 25th verse
tells us, ““The *liberal soul shall |
be mado fat: and he that water-
cth shall be watered also- him-
self.”” Prov. 19:17 says, “1Ic that
hath pity upon the poor lendeth

“unto the Lord; and that whith he

hiath given will he pay him again’”
©So let me beg

you, dear brothers
and sisters in Christ, let us get
down on our.knees and pray over
this matter, and be led by the
‘tloly Spirit; and if the Lord lays
it on your heart to glve a tenth,
give it: and if more, give morc'
f‘uth‘iul stewards, .
and ‘‘render unto God the things
that are God’s,”” we will be in-
So let’s swing
out on His promises, try Him and
prove Him. ‘Wes are now cnter-
mg a new ycar; let His servants
serve Him! T know of 1o bettu‘

tlme to. be"m tlthmg, 50 1Lt s "et

v

- of truth.”

I have been eriticised a number
of times tor the advise [ give to
voung converts in regard to join-
ing thg church, 1 never hold a
meeting that [ do not tell the con-
verts to unite themselves with
some organized church. And have
always said that it I ean't give a
Bible reason for a thing | proach
I will do my best to make it right.
- So, the Lord being my helper,
T will try to give my reason for
giving the adviee 1 do in regard
to joining the church:

In 1 Cor. 15:44, Paul said,
““There is a natural body and therg
is a spiritual body.”” The church
is the body of Christ, so to say
there is no organized body of the
chureh would mean to say that
Christ has not come in the flesh,
But if Christ came in the flesh,
there must be an organized body
of the church. 4 ]

Well, if there is an organized
body, - whmo is the record of the
'oroamzatmn? Read Mark 3:3-20.
Here we “have the record of the
organization. .Mark 3:19 tells us
,that they went into a house. Most
peaple think that was a home in
which someone lived, but 1 have
no reason to believe that it has
any reference to a house to live
in. Just let us sec if we can find
any place  wheve it is ealled a
house, Tt us see 1 Tim. 3:15,
“But if I tarry long that thou
mayest know how thou oughtest
to behave 111yse1f in the Imuso of
God, which i$ the church of the
hvmg God, the pillar and ground
‘Who was the fnst in
the chureh? (1 Cor. 12:28; Lph.
2:22) ““In whom ye¢ also are
builded together for an habitation
of God tlnou"h the Spirit.”” (1
Cor. 3:16) “‘Know ye not.that ye
are the temple of God and that
the ' Spirit. of God dwelleth in
you?’’ Aects 16:4-5 tells us that .
‘“¢gg they went through the cities
they delivered them the decrees |
for to keep that were ordained of
the apostles and elders which were

at Jerusalem; and so werc the
- churches established in the faith
and. inereased in number daily.”
=ho. est.abllsh is to fix- ﬁrmly, to
orgamze is to arrange in Lffu,t-

"o

WwWe
.

“And when Saul was come to
Jerusalem he assayed to join him-
self to the diseiples, but they were
all afraid of him and believed not
that he was a diseiple.”” To join
means to unite, add or anmmex.
We are told in John 17:16 that
Jesus, in speaking of diseiples,
said, ‘”l‘hev are not of this wmld
eveu as, I am not ‘of the world,”
and in 2 Cor. 6:17, Paul advises
us that-we are the temple of
God; “Wherefore come out from
among them and be ye sepatafe,
saith the T.ord, and touch not the
unelean’ thing, and I will receive
you.”’ .
Members put out. In 1 Cor. V,
>aul instruets the Corinthians tu
put away from among themselvex
that wicked person. If there is ny

* organized body of the <chureh

where will they put him¢ If the
c¢hureh is where the people eome
together, they will have to take
him to somec uninhabited islang
and if all of our churches were
cleaned up, the’island would Le
covercd up so deep that all the
first ones would smother to death.
[We have a number of people
who tell us that God sets the
menbers in the chureh and that
no man can put them out.

But in 3rd John, verses 9 and 10
read, ¢‘I wrote wunto the
chureh: but Diotrephes, who loved
to have the preeminence among
them, reeeived us not. \Vherefnre
if I ecome, 1 will remember his
deeds whidl lic doeth, prating
against us w ith malicious words:
.md not content therewitl, neither
doth he himseclf reeeive the
brethren, and forbiddeth them that
would, and ecastetlh them out of
the church.”” Now to say that
no man can put any one out 0
the ehureh is to make God’s word
false, for.John said this man cast
hom out. (Jhmsf in Matt. 18:
7-10, instructs us in regard to the
()I‘tcndmfr members of the body

to eut them off,

Who is opposed to chur(,h organ-
ization? In Ephesians b .3() in

o LR

speaking of the members of the.

churech, we

and of His bones.  And Jesus hml-
B (Continued on paﬂo 15) -

are told that we arc .
‘ munbers of His body, of His flesh;
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THE EDITOR'S COLUMN

WHAT MEANETH THESE THINGS?

‘What things? The things which are coming,
to pass and are manifest on cvery hand, the things:
by which men are are depressed and distressed,. the:

perplexing things which man’s wisdom eannot ex-

plain noy understand. -
Everywhere - this depression

and in some countries far more than in our own
country.

is being keenldy, felt,

. Page Three

We are told that these conditions are '

the results of the World War; that history repeats -

itself and that prosperous times will return,. but.

conditions exist now that never existed on carth °

before, they are signs of the .end time,

In our own country dry laws are being repealed.

and strong drink is being.legalized.  Won't.it be

uplifting when those who manage the affairs , of

stand at the barp drinking beer and wine? .

In Russia God is completely ruled out. by the
government.  Millions have been slain and they
arc killing and exiling all those | (thousands) who.
do not readily obey the bosses. The
the beast” 1s already inipressed in Russia,
or you shall not cat,”” is the rule in Russia,

ltaly is under a dictator who hopes to extend his
poncers to the ends of the earth., It is said that
the whole populaticit of Russia and ltaly must
serve in themr armiés without pay; it is awdful, yet
there are those in high places in U. 8. A who
advoeate . a dictator for United States. ' .

Jesus said, “And upon carth distress of nations,
with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring:

“Obuoy,

~men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking

after ‘those things whieh are coming upon the
earth”” (Luke 21:26). "This about states the situ-
ation of today, and there is'no promise of any
change for the better, Jesus said this would be

in the end time, and le said, ““When ye 'sec these

things come to pass, know that it is nigh, even at
the doors” (Mark 13:29). The conditions whieh
now distrezs and depress the human race will not,
ret better, but will wax worse to the end, which is
nigh; for Jesus said, ‘“These are the heginnings
of sorrows’’ (Mark 13:8). These things mean that
the end is near at hand, - ‘

Allegiance to the powers of darkness has brought

on the conditions of ‘today; and will soon bring the

impress of the “Mark of the beast,’”” even in our
own fair country. The only hope and remedy is
to turn about and give allegiance to the Prinee of
Pcace, for there is hope in none other. ‘

I thank God that there are some in almost every
church who are true to the Lord, but it pains me
to see s0 many all about us who are subjected to
the powers of darkness. Even a large per.ccnt.
of church members arc allied with the encmics of
God and righteousness. The baren fig tree had
plenty of leaves (Mark 11:13), but the Lord cursed

it because it bore no fruit. A Christian bears _frl.ut, ‘
but how about the church member who is Christian .

only in name? * The ten virgins.(Matt. 25) all had

lamps (of proféssion)’ but only those who had oil

in their lamps went in to the marriage. Really
now, would you be glad to see Jesus coming?

our nation, perhaps including our president, shal)

“Mark of’

i

[
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HARTVILLE, MISSOURI

Dear. Readers of the Gem:
It has been some time since T

- have. written to the Gem, so with

the Lord’s help, I will attempt to
write a few lines for my Master
and try to say something that will

; help myself if no one. else, hut [
able to Tielp.

e to Dbe
[ am still trying. to.do

would like
sthers.

the will of my heavenly Father..

1 am not tived, and find that each
day brings me under rencwcd. ob-.
ligatious to Him, but [ am trying
to He a good steward for Iim.and
am praying for His belicving ¢hil-
dren every day, that we as a little

pand of Christians may flock to-

zether and be as a eity set on a
Bill, <o that the unsaved may see
that there is something to serving
God. T am so glad that God has
granted me the privilege of ser-
viee. I have mnothing at «all. to

Bboast of, but am glad that I can do

something for my Saviov, ..
1 have not found the Christian

- life easy at all, neither did I ex-

peet to, for Jesus told Paul lHe
would show him how great things
Tie must suffer; but with all the
suffering and hardships there is
real” joy in serving God, and .I.
would far rather suffer the trials
and live for God, knowing .they
work for us a far more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory. Paul
said, ¢“I reckon the sufferings of
this present time are not worthy
to e ecompared with the glory
that shall be revealed in us”
{Rom. 8:18), and T am praying

fiod to help me to be willing to
fiave my head severed from my

body if it is nccessary for is
blessed cause. o
My dear friends, many of:us

"fiave never been put to the-test

as was Daniel or Stephen, we -have
never been cast into a den of lions
nor stoned almost to death, nor
cast into prison for preaching the
Gospel as were Paul and Silas.
Oh, may God help us to be more
hold to go out and preach against
sin; if it takes our lives, let’s not
be afraid of losing some carthly
friend, a friend that cannot stand
the truth is not much of a friend;
let us cling to the Onc thatstick-

_eth closer than a brother; let’s not

be afraid to teach and preach the
truth, no matter what the. world
may say. Let us not be afraid of
and . persecuted.
Jesus -said, “It is enough for the

cout the

diseiple that he be as his mas-
ter, and the servant as his lord.
It they have called the DMaster
of the house DBeelzebuly, how
much more shall they call them of
liis houschold?””  (Matt. 10:25).

Let us be like Shadrack Me-
sehack.and Abednego, let us stand
tirm for God and not fall down
and worship the devil. Christian
friend, let us be brave soldiers for
Jesus; we know that if God be
for us, none can be against us.
But Jesus, when He was sending
disciples to preach His
word, said, “‘Fear not them that
destroy the body, but rather fear
Itim that hath power to destroy
hoth soul and body in hell.”” May

“({6d help us to be true to the -

cause which we represent, and
to be true blue is my prayer.
Your sister in Christ,
Lucy Deckard.
WISIH to take this means of
publicly acknowledging my call
to the ministry. I had felt the
call before, but T was thoroughly
convineed in the revival meecting
at Pleasant 1Iill and asked God to
nmake it plain to me if He wanted
me to preach His blessed word
and He did. I am not writing
this boastfully, but I desire the

prayers of God’s people, for I feel

the need of them. Pray for me,

‘that T may be used of God ae-

cording to Ilis will.
Luey Deckard.

Revival Meeting Report

Greentop, Mo., Jan. 18th,
Dear Bro. Brown:
We are still in the service of
the Lord.
The meeting ~at Hazel Creek
Union closed with 11 conversions.
We expeet to begin a meeting
at New Ilarmony Saturday night.
We have had wonderful weath-
er, good attendanee, and some real
good services.
We expeet to have baptizing
in the mnear future. '
Will give full report when we
return home.
Elder Noel Turner.

Report of Revival Meeting

On Sunday evening, Deccember
1st, I went to my appointment and
started a meeting at our church
in Carterville. The Lord was
working with the people in a

great way. The fist night we
had a wonderful meeting with a
few shouts for joy.

Bro. Johnnie Swaffar was then
in a meeting in Kansas, but came
1o our aid that <week. - Conviction
was manifested and souls were
saved the first week. On the
following Sunday evening the
weather was bad, and Bro, Swaffar
was sick, but we had a wonderful
service with five sounls saved by
the power of God. We contin-
ued until Friday of the following
week and the weather was so bad
that we decided to discontinue
until conditions of the weather
were better. We are glad to
report that ten souls, were saved,
and four additions to the ehureh,-
with the revival spirit still high.

Pray for us. : .

Elders Jolnnie Swaffar and
' Ceeil Campbell.

Grove Spring, Mo.,\Jan, 15, 1933,

Dear Editor and Gem Readers:

I am writing you again to let
vou know that I am still on the
battle front for my Lord.

1 certainly do enjoy reading the
zood letters from.our brothers and
sisters in Christ; it is so mueh
help-to us, and when the road of
life scems dark and rough; oh,
how helpful it is to read a good
letter that some good brother or
sister has written, telling about
the many trials and temptations
we may come in contact with.
Then we know that when we go
to our dear Lord in prayer, asking
Him to lead us as we would go
to our earthly parents if we were
in need of anything which father

“or mother could do for us, but,

oh, how willing our dear heavenly
Father is to help us bear the trials
and temptations we must face
from time to time, if we .will but
ask Ilis help. He will never for-
sake us if we stay close to His

wide and always be willing that

Iis will be domne, and not ours.

If we all, as Christ’s children,
would but let the dear Lord have
1lis way in our lives, oh, what a
world this world would bet The
preacher today preached on the
Second Coming of Christ to carth
and as he preached, our minds
wondered and the ~thought of
what a glorious time that would

" be when we meet with our friends

and relatives, never to part again!
Then ‘there will be no' eripples,
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none lame gond no feeble minded, wrorkers. verts and young ministers ta bu
but all will be alike and welll We organized another district faithful in their work, and may
wear  robes. of spotless white. mission.  Tese distriet missions they grow stronger in grace: and-

What a glorious thouglit it is and
most of all we can sce Jesus who
gave Hig.life a ransom for us all.
Then, dear Christians, let us live
0 we can: be in that number
when the dear Lord comes.
May the .heavenly Father’s
richest blessings abide with our
dear editar and wife. and with
every reader of the .Gem. Pray
for me, that I may ever live hum-
bly at the dear Master’s fect, ever
willing to lend a helping hand to

those in distress or in sin.

A sister in Christ,
Miss Daisy Raney.

MISSION REPORT

Desloge, - Mo., Jan.,

Dear Mission Workers:
Here we come with our New
Year’s report. We have had a
wonderful -stay in the Liead Belt.
All during the Christmas holidays
we were- in meetings.

1933.

Desloge church.
We had the privilege of meet-
ing our Mission women here and

“telling them what we were doing

in othor 1)1:1(,(35 Sister F rmlklm,
our State See’y was with us as
this is her home.” We visited the
Mine La Motte chureh where Bro,
S. A. IHand is pastor, and organ-
ized two new mission cireles there,
and I never saw women motre in
carnest than these,dear women.
God bless them. We also visited
the I'redericktown Mission that
we  organized  just before the

Had 12
precious souls saved here in the -

State Association, they are wvery

much - alive too;
them is our prayer. .

We also visited Alsbm’y Chapel
church, did not organize, but feel
that we will later. Qomctmlos
weather conditions and sickness
hinder, but we
things stop us.

We also visited the
in Flat River, and it would have
done you good to have scen this
busy band of women. Sister Miller
our Vice President, lives there,
and she “has the work at heart.
We féel that, with real officers in
the  Mission work it will go for-

God be with

workers

don’t let these .

ward m. a wondmiul wa, We -
visited Leadington (,hurch last

night and had a wonderful service.
BBro. Keeves is their pastor and
they have a'good band of mission

“cent 60 eents for state work. “We.

ceood letters

meet quarterly and have a Pres-
ident, vice president, seecrctary
and treasurer. At the end.of the
vear these seerctarics send -their
reports to Sister Franklin and she
makes up her yearly roport frem
them.

We are leaving here toddy for
the south part of the. state. and

will visit churches there for the
next few months,
Now, dear sisters, be ‘sure to

send your 10% of funds to-Sister
Franklin. Pcr]mps all of our
workers didn’t read our Constitu-
tion and By-Laws, so I will ex-
plain. When you raise $10, $20,
or any amoint, send 10 cents -on
the dollar for state work. -~ The
Stahl women were the first to
send in their 10%, They seérved
eleetion day and umdo $6.00 and

have a wounderful band of  women
in that part of the ecountry.
‘Now don't forget the last Iwi-
day in cach month: it is fast day:
for missions and to visit the siek,
the lost and every one that needs:
We are sending in'the antount
we have reeceived for state work:

Desloge v i, 85:5800ts
Mine La motte .. ~607cotits | -
Alsbury Chapel 50.cents
Flat River . e '$110

Lmduwmu .......... verereserererennnnae
CMotal e rerenees eererrereees ‘So (63
We ask your prayers for e

great Mission -Work this year.
Yours for Jesus,
Lizzie “\chdams.

- MANSFIELD, MISSOURY
(I)l(_‘l)(\nf Ridge: Church)

Dear (1(‘1!1 Readers :

On the account of sxckness I
didn’t get my subseription in on
time and missed getting the Dee.
copy of the paper, of which T am
very' Sorry.

Euclosed you will find $1.00 to
renew my subseription for another
year, for we love to read all the
from our brothcr
and sisters in Christ.

We are. still having a good Sun-
day school and chureh. Brother
Scott is our pastor for another-
year, of which we are thankful:

May we all do more . to help.
the cause during the’ coming

“year than we have in the past

May the Lord help the’ new con-

100

in the knowledge of our Lord and

"Savior Jesus Christ.

The worth of our service oah
never go beyond our perqonal ex:
perience  with IHim, dear’ ones.

We still get good ount.of ou:
weekly ])lblb luson mootmg ab’
cach home. We have one more-
lesson and.that will put us through
the Bible again, rcady to stark
agam with the new ycar.

Our little church gets ‘the
Quarterly Mceting in this month-
and we arc pr aying for a "00(1
meeting, .

Your sister in (‘hmst
" Lula Crippen.:

)

Another Good Revival Meeting:

‘Mt Grove, Mo, Jan. 24th.
Dear Bro. Brown and the Rest
of the Gem Family: T wil write -
you -just a few lines. - I have just
got back home. 1 have been with
Bro. J. ¢. Koch in a two weeks’”
mecting at my home chureh, about
twenty miles north- ‘of where ]
now live., We had-a good meet-
ing, with twelve conversioss zmd
a good revival,
L Elder Geo.

\\f.' ' Scott,\_“J’f'i»_

Why I Go To Sunday School
" By Miss Linnic McCoy

I zo to Sunday school heeause
I get acquainted there with, Jesws:,
(Jhrlstw—tho best friend a pu‘%ov
ever had.

1 go to Sunday school bunusé
I study there the Dest B(mk in,
the world.

I go to Qunfldy school bccaubeﬂ
it is the best habit a p(,r.son um
form.

I go to Sunday school l)ecauso
it malxcs me happier all the week.

I go to Sunday school becaust,
it cnmchos my lite.

I go to Sunday sehool bccausc
it strengthens my character.

I go to Sunday 'school beeausc¢
it improves my. misd.

I go to Sunday school because-

form there the best friendships - .
in the world.

I.go to Sunday school ‘beeause.
I lcarn there the best songs ever-
sung.
Phllhpsburg, '\Ilssourl, R2
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Sand Springs, Oklahoma

I am glad to report that our
work here is progressing fine.

We have several young preach-
ers in this Association aund they
are  making a great record.

We have preaching every Sun-
day and Sunday night at all of
our -churches in this Assoeiation.

I have received several orders
for my new book on “ralling
from Grace.”’

I am eclosing out my larger
book, ‘‘Haud Book for Workers.”’
at 25 cents each while they last.

. Those who have some of these
hooks on hand may sell them at
this price and keep your c¢on-
mission. -

...T have other. books that T ex-

‘peet to have printed just as soon
as L can. ' :

Your servant,
A. B, Talbert.

Report ‘of Revival Meeting

“Dear Gem Readers and Friends:
I am glad to tell you of the

‘nieeting we just closed at Picher,

Oklahoma. God gave us a great

vietory. . =

. We had fourteen nights’ meet-

ing and there were ten conver-

/sions. We will have baptizing
in the near future. Some are

going to join tlie South Picher
Free "Will Baptist chureh.
The mecting was held in a hall.
Father and I are
battle for God.
Yours for Christ,
Tlders It B. and Blda Crain.

ST. LOUIS, MISSCURIL
First Free Will Baptist Chureh

Dear Gem Readers: :

I will write you a few lines to
let you know that we are still in
the Lord’s worlk, and still enjoy-
ing His good blessings, and prais-
ing Him from whom all blessings
flow.

Our Sunday school is coming
along fine and is increasing every
Sunday. We had our entertain-
ment Christmas, but owing to
sickness part of the entertainment
~was postponed and will be finish-
ed ‘Saturday night. ,

We had clection of the Sunday
school officers for 1933 as follows:

Bro. Maxfield, .......Superintendent-

Gladys Sweney, ... See-Treas,

“ v

still is the
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Sister Sweney has held the office
of secretavy ever since the Sun-
day schoul was organized.

The young people have been
having some wonderfully good

meetings liere of late and the
attendance has been pretty good.
We have beer quoting verses at
roll call with letters of alphabet,
our next letter is “q.”’

Our church services have been
pretty good of late, though we
have had lots of sickness.

Bro. Yancey from Ifarmington
was up for a few days. Brother
Yancey is a great preacher and we
all like o hear him. We hope
he will call again soon. :
Francis MeCuauley, 1200 S, 18th.

PRCCEEDINGS of the Execu-

tive Board of’.the Co-operative
Genera) Asscciation,
with the Eastern Conference of
Free Will Baptist at Bryan, Tex,,
June 16, 17, 1932

June 16, 1932.  The Bxecutive
Board of the, (fo-operative Gen-
eral Association met in the Free
Will Baptist church at Bryan,
Texas and proceéded with busi-
ness as. follows: Organized by
electing Eldér 11 M. MeceAdams
- chairman and Blder Melvin Bing-
ham, clerk of ‘the DBoard.

Eld. A. B. Talbert had in our
presence Ild. B. I. Rogers as his
proxy who was agrecably receiv-
ed. A letter from Bro. Talbert
was read in presenee of the board
in which he tendered his resig-
nation. A motion was made and
carried to accepl DBro. Talbert’s
resignation as a member of the
board. Elder.q. W. Scott, Jr.
was then elected a member of the
board. , . .

Diseussion of property in Frank-
lin County Arkansas was.discussed
by Eld, B. F. Brown.

Motion earried to formulate
plans to consumate a union be-
tween the General Conference
and the Co-operative General As-
sociation. Plans were formulated
and accepted on motion.

Motion carried to have a call
meeting of the Iixecutive Board
during the session of the Missouri
State Association for further dis-
cussion on plans of consumation.

Motion carried to adjourn.

June 17, 1932. A joint session
of ‘committees was held at Bryan,
. Mexas cousisting of the members

which met’

of the Executive Board, together
with the moderator and clerk and
advisory members of the Co-op-
erative General Association, and
a committee appoittted by tlie
moderator of the General Con-
ference. The following business
was transacted: Prayer by Elder
B. . Brown. DMotion: carried to
work out and to take steps during
the coming year to secure a name
for an entire national body of
the Free Will Baptist,

Motion ecarried to take steps
for the adoption of a treatise and
discipline for the national body.

Motion carried to have com-
mittee  appointed from above
named joint committee, each com-

" mittee of joint committee to .do-

its own appointing.

Eld. J. L. Weleh of Nashville,
Tenn. was appointed by the Gen-
éral Conference, Eld. Winford
Davis of Monett, Mo. from the
Co-operative General Association,
S. I. Morse of Kenesaw, Nebr.,
and Fld. E. C. Morris of Bryan,
Texas.

Motion carried to adjourn.

Elder Melvin Bingham, Clerk.

Our Spiritnal Lamp
By Mrs. Lizzic Turner

“Dear Rro. and Sister Brown and

all the Readers of the Gem: I
have felt impressed for several
davs to write to the Gem on the
subjeet of hav‘ing our spiritual
lamps alight.

Jesus  said  in His wonderful
Sermon on the Mount, ¢“Ye are
the light of.the world.”” He wag
talking to the children of God,
and not to unsaved people.

T am going to compare -the sin-
ner person to a dirty, empty lamp,
with a dirty wiek, with no oil in
it; light it and what kind of a
light will you have? DBut clean
up the lamp, put in a new wick,
fill it with clean oil and light it
and you will have a bright steady

flame, that will be a joy to look
at, and one you will not want to put

under a bushel, but on the table where
all that are in the house can see it.
So is every umsaved person all dirty
with sin and empty of the grace of
God, but if they will come to Jesus in
faith and repentance toward God, let
Him cleanse the old body from all
filthiness of the flesh He will give a
new heart and fill it with the oil of

[N
‘

I
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salvation and lit by the fire of love;
then our spiritual lamp is ready to
ghine cut in the darkness and be a
joy to the world, and we can then do
as Josts gaid for us to do: “Let your
light so shine before men that they
L ¢y toe your gcod works and glorify
your Father which is in heaven.”

i 4 the trouble with so many is,

’ that when the cares of life press, and

and the pleasures of the world call,
an i persccutions come, we fail to take

. all to God in prayer; so the devil gets

in and the first thing we know we
have become entangled with the things
of this world again and our heart,
e wick to our lamp has be-
come dirty with hate, malice, strife
a +: onvy, because wo have not kept
it full of oil because we have neglected
to pray and to read and meditate on
God’s o1d, so He will keep us sup-
plied with the oil of the grace of God
from His bountiful storehouse, until

- light has grown so dim we cannot
shine as lights in the world, as Phil.
2:15 says we should shine; but if
we will keep ourselves clean and un-
spotted before God and the world, we
can shine more and more unto the
perfect day (Prov. 4:18).

Myrtle, Miscouri, Dec, 27, 1932
Dear Gem Readers:

I feel impressed this - beautiful
evenixig to write a few words through
the Gem, and before I go any, further,
I want to drop a word for this little
paper. In all my reading the Free
‘Will Baptist Gem is the best I have
ever read. May God bless the workers
who so willingly labor to get this
wonderful paper circulated: it should
be in every home.

We have had some real cold weather
down here, with snow and ice, but
the Lord blessed us.
good raih and melted the ice off.
Christmas day was bright with sun-
shine, but we were sad at heart when
one of our neighbor’'s sons was sent
in for burial. He got killed in the
north part of the state. I wonder

how many of us stop to consider life ’

as it really is. Life is a vapor that
appeareth for a little time and then
vanisheth away. We know that at
the very best we have only a short
time to spend here on this earth, for
life on this earth is nothing when
compared to ecternity; then how
necessary it is that we spend our time
in a way that will be pleasing to God.

We heard a good scrmon preached
by our pastor at tho eleven o’clocic
service. We asked God to heal the

. story of Jesus and Hig
~ know

He sent us a.

T come

broken hearted sisters and father that
stood over the departed one. God is
going to hold us responsible for the
way we spend our days and how we
devote our talents; may each of us
strive to spend our time and, devote
our talents in a way that-will® be
pleasing to God, so that when -the
flourishing days are over He may say
unto us, “Well done-thou good and
faithful servant, cnter thou irto the
joy of thy Lord.” o

Most merciful Father who hast
brought us into the beginning of an-
other year, grant ugs so to remember
thy gifts and so to uék:mwlcdge thy
goodness, that every day and year
which thou shalt yet grant us may be
employed in the amendment of our
lives, and in the diligent discharge of

such duties as thy providence shall

allot to us. DMake us:dceply. sensible
of our responsibility - and help us to
be faithful,

nation througlh all the 'yem‘s‘ We ask
thee to give to the United States and
to all other nations adided sense of
world responsibility in telling the
May we
that thou lmst planned our
march for us and wilt .heal the waters
for us. May we know that every
hitter stream has just “before it the
sweet welle of Klim.

Well, as I sit here this evening,

rogs,

-thinking over my me, .md ,as 1. look

back I can thank God for all that has

past and trust Him for all that is to

come, for He's everything.to me.
Wishing the Gem readers a happy

New Year, and the cditor and wife

also, I bid you all good night.
Mrs. M. B. Cockman.

COME .
Dy BMrs., Ling Claz ion

Hartville, Mo.,0Oct. 19, 1932.

Dear Editor and wite and Headers
of the Gem: As I stood on the porch
this morning, facing the'east, watching
the beautiful rays of sunshine as it
spead its rays of light‘ over the little
village of Hartville, over the autumn
forest, the beautiful trees, the grasses,
the flowers, all’ seemed to say, “Swest
summer is gone away, and winter is
coming on,” then as 1 stood "there
meditating on the wonderful scenery

we noticed that the leaves that were:

on the trces, once so beautiful and
green, are now changed to different
colors and are coming down to the
ground. Then I thought, So must man
down. Then  we remembered
Isaiah said (40:8): “The grass.with-

We thank thee this even-,
ing that thou hast been iwith us as a

“the kingdom of heaven.”.

ereth, the flower fadeth: but the word
of our God shall stand for ever.”

What a précious word “COME” is
to ws:it is animation within itself.
“All who fee] the burden of their sins,
COME unto me..all ye that labor and
are heavy laden, and I w111 give you
rest.”. . “If any man wxll COMD after
me, let him deny hlnle]f and take up
Liis cross, and follow me.”..*T will
not leave you comfortless: I;will
COMI to yow.”..”If any man thirst,
let him COME unto me, and drink.”
Jesus said, “No man can COMIS to
me except the Father which hath me,
draw him: and I will raise him up at
the last day..And him that COMETH
to me I will in no wise cast out.”
Jesus said, “I will COME again, and
receive you unto myself; that where
I am there ye may be also.”

You COME and I will COME.

“Wherefore, .COME out from among
them, and be ye separatc,:- saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean
thing; and I will receive you and will
be a Father unto you, and ye shall bz
my sons.and daughters, saith the Lorad
Almighty.”. . “liaving therefore these
promises, dearly beloved, 1¢t us cleanse
ourselves fram all filthiness of the
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in
the fear of God.” Jesus sd_i(l, Except
ve be converted and BECOI\.}IE ‘as little
children, yve schall not euter into the.
kingdom of heaven,” andﬁ I{e said,
“Suffer little children and forbid them
not, to COME unto me: for of such is
.“Behold, 1
COME as a thief, Blessed is he that
watcheth and keepeth his garments.”
“COME out of her, my people, that ye
be not partakers of her sins, and that
yve receive not her plagues.”..“If any
man hear my voice, and open the door,
I will COME in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with me.”..“I, Jesus,
have sent mine angel to testify unto
you these things in the churches.”.
“And the Spirit and the bride say,
COME. And let him that heareth
say, COME. And let "him that is
athirst, COME. And whosoever will )
let him take the water of life freely.’
“I will COMT again and receive ‘you
unto myself; that where I am, there
ye may be also.”..“Think not that I
am COME to destroy the law, or tho
prophets: I am not COME to destroy,
but to fulfil.”..“For I am not COME
to call ihe righteous, but siuners to
1‘epentanc0.".’.“A11 that ‘the Father
giveth me shall COME to me; and him
that COMETH to me I will in no wise
cast out.”..“This same Jesus, which
is taken up from you into heaven, shall
so COMI in like manner as ye have
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seen him go into heaven.”..“Behold,
he COMETH. with clouds; and every
f c¢ye shall see him, and they also that
li. pierced him: and all kindreds of the
1.{ carth shall wail because of him, even
i £080, - Amen.” ..“Behold, I COMIE
o 'qulckly': hold that fast which thou
I hast, that no man take thy crown.”
H ..*“He that hath ‘an ear, let him hear
1 ‘ what the Spirit saith unto the church-
‘©8.7..This i3 just a few of the words
“COoOMIE,”

Flow sweet on a clear sabbath morning
“To list to the clear ringing bell;

Its tones so sweetly are calling,
“Oh, CCME to the church in the vale,

We hope to sse you come to the
church, ‘we need your prayers.
‘ “Let us tllex‘ef()x‘e COME boldly unto.
” ‘ thg throne of grace, that we may ob-
1 tain mercy, and find grace to help in
!
{

-{ime of nced” (Heb. 4:16). '
. As ever a-lover of the Cem.

L,

MOUNTAIN GROVE MISSOURI

X i],)(_}m‘,Editor and Gem Reéders:
. I surely do enjoy reading our
Iittle Free Will Baptist Gem. |
look forward every month to read-

‘ Baptist over our country. T am
- really - proud ‘of our Free Will
“Baptist' ‘denomination and the
 great cause we are working for.
o L am also thankful that there are
- so many young folks as there ave,
. that are really interested in the
“great cause of Christ, because,
like' our licague lesson tau"ht us,
we . young people of today w1ll
?l)e the -church - of tomorrow.
"Then can we afford to-drag down
‘the ' great Standard of Christian-
-n;y, w]uch -our forefathers have
,‘fought so diligently ior I am
v_surc we . can not.
" There are many young people
today who are saying they cannot
be the Christian, beecause there
are 5o many Worldly allurcments.
But T harly think that is a staple
\ cxeuse, because God says His
°, ¢ :grace is sufficient, and that He
*will not allow us to be tempted
_greater than we can bear. ‘So,
“therefore, if we have ‘morc temp-
* tations God will give us more
~grace and courage to overcome
“these temptations.

I was converted when I was
*ten years old, and T am now eigh-

teen. T feel that T have done very..
ln God 'S scrwce but we are re-"

. . ‘.
' . . )

 Him,

‘Meeting.

“ing the good articles and letters vI‘n”ht bv I< lders Harry

" written b) the: many Iree Will

‘ were -enrolled :

ned the _
- gram, and came to a satisfactory
* eorelusion on. all but one subjeet,

quired to do our best, even though
it be a little. I intend by the help
of God to go on and serve Him the
rest of my life, for I.owe it to
I wish that every young
person could realize that we really
owe our lifelong service to IHim.

-T'ask an interest in your prayers
not for me only, but for every
other young person who is really
interested in the cause of Christ.

. Sincerely,
Cinda Hutsell.

R'e;}"}drt of Dduglas County Q. M.

. The Douglas County Quarterly
convened with Pleasant
Ridge chmoh east of Mansfield,
Missouri, at 3:00 ¢’¢lock p. m.
on . Thmsday January 26, 1933.

_Thursday evening we ()r«rmn/ed
as follows: B lder Claud Smith
was electul moderator, with Eld.
Arthur Rich as dssxstant Two
committecs were appointed, a

Credentmls committee and a com-
Jnittee .on Divine

service. Elder
Charley Findley then preached the
mtroductory sermon, using as a

- text, Matthew 7:21.

The stand was filled Thmsdav
John.s and
- following
bcvcn ministers,
three. deacons, six delegates, and
two.chureh clerks. = This was the
smallest endollment on record for
several years.

“After the enrollment, the body
dlscussed the topies pr epared- by
the. program committee. We sure
had some wonderful disenssions.

- Elders J.. I, F. Marler and L.
M. Marler preached at the eleven’
o’clock services.

Friday afternoon we contin-
disecussions on the pro-

which was carried over untll no\t ’

~quarterly meeting.

The pulpit was ﬁlled Friday
night by Elders Claud Smith and
Arthur Rich.

Saturday morning the regular
routine business was attended to.
The next quarterly meeting, which
will eonvene on 'thsday ‘before

~thé fifth Sunday in April, was

sent to the Girdner church, south
of  Ava, Missouri.

Elder Elige Matney, with Eld.
0. C. Keller as altermate, was

‘elected.to preach thc mtrodu(,torv e
" sermon., : ‘

»m»\My«
[

\ s
v ;o

" .+ Shines deep in our soul. | K

Elder IHarry Johns was elected
to succeed John Marler as a mem-
ber of the Executive. Board.

The evangelist of the quarterly
meeling reported that he had held
no meetings since the precedmg'
quarterly -meeting.

The pulpit was filled at the
eleven o’clock service by Elders
Ifarry Johns and L. M. Marler,

\Vc cordially invite and,ask

“all who will, to attend the next

gquarterly’ meeting in Apml We
also ask an interest in your
prayers.
Claud Smith, Moderator,
Arthur Lund, Clerk.

WHEN I ENTER HEAVEN.

Let me live for Jesus,
Let me he a- light.
Oh, to gather Jewels
For a crown so bright.
Just to work and lahor,’
I must do my bhest,
If ‘T enter heaven,
That bright phce of rest

Give me just a corner,.

' Say an ‘“easy chair,”’

Just a place of comfort,
In that home so fair;

TFor I'm so unworthy
As I travel here,

But T'm seeking heaven
And my Savior dear.

When 1 reach that glory land,
Oh, what Joy 'twill De,

To meet my blessed Savior,
Who hath died for me;

Live in peace and blessings,
Sorrow ne’er to share.

When I enter heaven,
"Twill' be glory there.

THE HEAVENLY WAY

There is a heavenly way
That leadeth above;
This beautiful way
Is filled with Go1's love.
1t shineth so Dbright,
And lighteth the way.
We need not to fall,
By night or by day.

Its beams penetrate
Through darkness of night.
And ever it shincs .
On paths that are 1'ight
Though rugged may secem
Our path to the goal;
* This heavenly light

'

T e e e
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INTERNAT IONAL
Sunday School
Lessons

First Quarter, 1933
Ccomments by B. F, Brown

Lesson VIII Feb. 19, 1933
Jesus Teaching by Parables
The Growth of the Kingdom
Mark 4:21-34

Topic: The Spread of Christianity

GOLDEN 'rm:'v‘—The‘earth shall be full

" of the knowledge of the Lord, as the

waters cover the sea.—Isalah 11:9.
Pracricarn, TRUuTH—The kingdom. of

" God should grow, both in our hearts,
“and in the world at large.

TiMme—A. D. 28.
Pracn—Galilee. .
PARALLEL ACCOUNTS—Matt, 13:31-34;

Luke 8:16-18; 13:18, 19.

EXPOSITION

Our Light Should Shine
Our lesson begins with a number of
pointed teachings, clothed largely in

figurative form, the inner meaning of -

which will be grasped only after care-
ful attention. When the Lord speaks
of a candle and a bushel and a candle-

. stick, He is thinkink of more than the

material objects. The light- of the
Gospel, which has been brought to us,
should not be hid, but shold be made
known to the world. ‘' We should let

" our light shine in order that others

may come to a knowlelge of tne truth
that has been revealed to us.. “For
there is nothing hid which shall not
be manifested.” Likewise new inven.
tions are not proclaimed to.the public

~at fisst, but' after they are patented,

and sometimes afte contracts are let
for the manufacture of articles em-

~ bodying them, then they are widely

advertised. As it is not to the inter-

- est of the inventor to gain publicity
for an' invention too son, so it was
~not best for the success of the Gospel

for some truths to be made known to
everybody at first. Thrther, if any-
thing connected with the Gospel was
temporarily treated as a secret and
withheld from the pub'ic, as in the
case of the truth concerning Christ’s
Messiahship or deity (Matt. 16:20),

or in the case of revealing the church, -

composed of Jews and Gentiles (Iph.
3), it was so only that the Gospel
might get a better start and that the
truth might be more successfully pro-
claimed later and after Christ’s res-
urrection. This same principle ap-
plies to any truth which Christ inten-
tionally vailed -in parabolic form, in
order that opposers or those who were
indifferent mikht not at once under-

The Growth of the Seed

We now pass on to the parables,
which form the principle part of our
lesson. The first one, concerning the
growth of the seed, is the' only one
recorded by Mark alone. ‘The story
is very simple. A man plants seed
and it springs up and grows, though
he does not understand how. The
farmer who planted the sced may
sleep and rise day by day, living a
rather a monotonous life while he
waity for the harvest, as is the case
in Palestine. He may aid the growth
by irrigation, cultivation, ete., but he
cannot make the seed grow and pro-
duce a crop less than its allotted time.
The process of growth is mysterious
and is according to a law of develop-
ment—“First the blade, then the ear, .
after that the full corn in the ear.”
It is evident that the seed represents
Gospel truth, and the ground, human
hearts. The growth of the plant rep-
resents the Christian’s krowth in re-
ligious experience, thongh some think
it represents the growth of a’ Chris-
tian community. The chief point
seems to be this: As there is a grad-
ual development in the growth of the
seed until maturity is reached, so is
there a gradual spiritual development
in the hearts of men during their life
as Christians. .

Spiritual Development

We must not interpret this parable
as teaching that the Christian life is
gradual in its origin. That would
contradict the rest of the New Testa-
ment, which teaches that we are born
of the Spirit-and justified by faith,
not by growth, and which also gives
us many examples of these who thru
faith in Christ at once became Chris-
tians . But while this is true, it is
also true that maturity in Christian -
character is a gradual attainment.
As time goes on the Christian should
increase in his knowledge of God anl
of spiritual truths. This is attained
through prayer, through the study of
the Bible and of religious literature,
through public wovrship, and through
his every day life, as he lives his
religion and puts Christianity to a
practical test. With an .increase in -
knowledge there fhould be an increase’
in faith, steadfastness, and other
graces and fruits of the Spirit. Paul
prayed for his converts, that their
love might abound more and more in
all discernment. See Phil. "1:9.
This attainment of spiritual maturity
is the work of a lifetime.

The Mustard Sced

Jesus likens the kingdom of God to
a mustard seed, which, when it is
planted, is exceedingly small, but,
when it grows up becomes a bush large
enough for Dbirds to lodge in its
branches. - Christ’s hearers were fa-
miliar with the spreading branches of .
the mustard plant. It is said that,
“In the proper season the traveler in
Gennesaret, may ride by mustard bush-
es as high as his horse, and alive with
flocks of merry bulfinches or the rock-
pigeons feeding wupon. the seeds:”
It is also said that the mustard of
Palestine sometimes reaches a. height

“of fifteen feet, being like a tred in size.

The contrast between the size of the
seed and the full grown plant is very -
striking indeed. In this country ong
might contrast the size of the acorn
and the oak, or of a maple ssed with
a lofty maple tree.
The Expansion of Christianity

As applied to the kingdom of God, .
this parable illustrates the smallness
of the Christian group at first, and
the later numerical expansion. Wheth-
er we consider the beginning of the
Christian church as the few disciples
who followed Jesus at the opening of
‘His ministry, or the group of blievers
on the day of Peuntecost, in any case
it was small—utterly insignificant ‘i.u
the eyes of the world. Yet trom this
humble beginning came’ the mighty
movement which hos ever - been the
saving, purifying influence through-
out the the world, & movement which
is still in progress. In uttering this
parable, Christ showed himsclf to be
an optimist, and alvo a true prophet,
for this prdeiction has heen remark-
ably fulfilled. However, there is stilk -
plenty of opportunity for heroic work
in the extension of the Gospel. Every
one should consider it a matter of
personal duty. te assist in this great
and supremly important undertaking.

Lesson IX Feb. 26, 1933.
Jesus Shows His Power
Mark 4:35 to 5:20
Topic: The Power of Jesus in

the World Today. ‘

GorpeN ThExt—For I know whom I
have believed, and am persuaded that
he is able to keep that which I have
committed unto ki against that day.
(2 Tim. 1:12b).

PRrACTICAL TRUTIH———Christ’s poswer’
over nature and over demons is .2

. proof of His deity.

Tive—A. D. 28, :
Pracy—Sca of Calilee and vacinity.
PARALLLL ACCOUNTS—Matt., 8:23-34;
Luke 8:22-39.

i INTRODUCTION ‘
This lesson follows immediately
after the lesson of last week. Jesus
had been teaching the people many
things by means of parables, His pul-
pit being a boat in the lake: and now
ITe suggests that they pass over to the
other side. Evidently Ile felt weary
after a hard day's work, and wished .
to have rest and to be away from the
crowd. Soon the boat is out in tl}e .
lake, and Jesus is sound asleep in tlie
stern. Nothing could impress us more
vividly with the fact that Christ was
truly man. He had bodily needs as
other men, and one of them was sleep.
The fact that He slept soundly in thq :
midst of the raging storm that amsu‘
shows how utterly weary He was.
And yet in the same connection His
deity comes . clearly to view, for He,
arises and ctills the sea as none but
God could do.
human and divine..

Verily Jesus was both
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Probably the causes which produced least, in some mysterious way, God ' Lesson X March 5, 1933..
the storm in today’s lesson were nat-  has absolute control over matter. And

ural, and such storms were frequent;
and other ships suffered in the storm;
but the marvelous difference in this
incident was the presence of Jesus.
IIe who had authority over the forces
of nature when He was upon earth,
~ has power over them still. Storms,

pestilence, famine, and death favor
none. What then can impotent man
do? Some answer this question by
suicide; others by pitifully yielding to
fate. The Christian knows that the
ship or the house where Jesus is wil
woathoer the storm; that Jesus can and
will deliver them that trust in Him

from all things which destroy life and -

happiness and kill the scul.
EXPOSITION

The Frantic Disciples
After they had been on their way a
while, there swooped down upon them
one of the sudden and violent storms
for which the Sea of Galilee is noted.
.. Waves lashed the boat in fury and
dashed over it until it was partly filled
with water. The disciples did their
best to manage the ship, and evidently
hesitated to disturb Jesus until it was
absolutely necessary. Finally, how-
ever, they saw that they must have
help and have it quickly. As we say,
“Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity”
-In a panic they awaken the Master,
though it is doubtful whether they had
any definite idea of what Jesus could
or would do under the-circumstances.
But something prompted them to look
to Him for help, He was their only
hope. Nor were they disappointed.
He arose from His sleep and rebuked
the wind, saying, “Peace, be still,”
or literally, “Be silent; be muzzled!™
as though He were talking to a raging
animal.
An Amazing AMivacle

- Instantly the wind ceased, the waves
subsided, and there was a great calm.
Naturally after a storm the waves
heave and swell for ‘hours after the
wind has gone down.  The suddenness
of the change after Christ’s command
made a profound impression upon the
disciples and filled them with awe, as
well it might. They had already seen
many cf Christ's miracles of healing,
but this one was different. ' They—
not some one else—were instantly de-
livered from a danger that filled them
with terror. The result was that they
were impressed with the supernatural
character of Christ as they probably
had never been before.

The sleeping Jesus amidst the storm
was similar to thce way Jonah slept
during a storm when he was fleeing to
Tarshish. Both were awakened by
others; but Jesus made the sea calm
with a command, whereas Jonah had

to be thrown overboard to bring about

a2 calm. .
This miracle was, indced, amazing

in character. - We do not understand
how lifeless matter could obey His
voice. Did the Holy Spirit, who is
the Spirit of Christ-and who is every-
where, directly intervene at cvery
point: in that lake in producing the
wonderful calm, Perhaps so. At

It is a remarkable story.

‘grace and power of God.

He who can calin the sea can also

bring pecace to troubled souls in the’

hour of sorrow or distress.

Some people arguc that Christ’s
ability to heal the sick was due to the
infiuence of a strong and undersiand-
ing personality over others, but was
not really miraculous in character.
Such a theory cannot explain His
calming the sca, or any other “nature
miracle.” This miracle is recorded in
all three of the synoptic Gospels, and
bears on its face the marks of truth.
Certainly the disciples knew, and ncver
could forget, what happengd on this
occasion, and it is inconceivable that
they should have lied about it. And
if this was a real miracle, one might
as well admit that Christ’s deeds of
healing were real miracles.

A Demon-Posscsscd Man

The latter part of our lesson tells
of the cure of a demoniac who met
Jesus on the ecast side of the lake.
Here was a
violent madman who could not he
bound or tamed.. But he was not
merely insane, “for when he saw Jesus
afar off, he ran and worshiped Him,
and cried with a loud voice, and said,
What have I to do with thee, Jesus,
thou Son of the most high God,” Such

“words reveal a perception of hidden

truth which can not be ascribed to a
mere madman. Jesus had not been

.proclaiming himself publicly as the
The demonidc could not

Son of God.
have learned this from any one; rath-
er, the evil gpirit within him percefved
it. In the conversation with the man
Jesus assumes the reality of the de-
mon possession, and finally gives the
demons permission to enter a herd of
swine near by. Did a panic happen

‘to seize the herd just then, causing

them to run down into the sea, with-
out demons having anything to do
with it, as some learned professors
sagely argue? = Was Christ himself
deceived about ihe matter? Such a
theory is loaded down with grave dif-
ficulties. Rather, 14t us admit the
reality of supernatural powers in the
universe as the Bible declares.

A Happy Conclusion

* As Christ proved His power over
nature, so He proved it over demons,
by casting out the “Legion.” The
man was now clothed and in his right
mind and sitting at the feet of Jesus.
The change from his former condition
was so great that people who saw him
were amazed and filled with fear.
They stood in awe of Christ’s power,
and wanted Him to depart from them,
as Peter did on one occasion. See
Luke 5: 8, 9. They may have heen

afraid of losses greater than that of -

the swine it Jesus stayed among them.
The man who had heen delivered, be-
cause of love and gratitude, desired to
be in constant fellowship with. Christ,
but ITe directed him to go and do
service for IIim, by testifying to the
He obeyed,
and spread the fame of Jesus through-
out Decapolis, where He was probably
little known.

.

. Topic:

Jesus Giving Life and Health.
Mark 5:21-43

: Christianity and Human
Sutiering.

+ GorpeEN TEXT—The Lord hath done:

great things for us; wherecf we are
glad (Psalm 126: 3). :

PRACTICAL TRUTH—We receive bles-

sings from God in accordance with
our faith.

Timi—Late in A, D. 28,

Pracvr—Capernaum.

PARALLEL ACCIUNTS—DMatthew 9:18-
26; Luke 8:40-b6.

INTRODUCTION

We are introduced today to the
mystery of mysteries—life, human and
divine. Its reality is experienced by
all self-conscience existeace; but its
origin and nature are mysteries too
deep for human understanuing. Some
argue that life originated in “‘an acci-
dental caming together of atoms;”

others assign it to blind chance; others.

reduce it to a mechanical process of
so-called organization;
claim that life lias developed from a
“first cell,” which appeared millions
of years ago. But the Hebrews were
never in doubt on this point; to them
God was the answer.
tament starts with the same (ruth,
but goes farther. “In Him (Jesus)
was life”
through the incarnation, connected
the infinite with the’ finite. Conse-
quently, two aspects of life flow thru
Christ to us: the natural
gpiritual.  When once the idea that
the divine creative activity of God

though Christ, instead of being a com-~

pleted chapter in world building, is
immanent and continuous, then is ap-
preciated’ the insight of Paul, “In
Him we live and move, and have our
being” (Acts 17:28). With this esti-
mate of Christ as HHe Who upholds all
creation, one does mnot doubt for a
moment the bringing to life the dauzh-
ter of the synagogue's ruler.
jcal decay and death were entirely
under His control, as well as were
the mighty unseen spiritual forecs.
“For whether is easier, to say, Thy
sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise,
and walk?” (Matt. 9:5).
EXPOSITION

A Father Troubled

When Jesus had crossed over the
lake again to Capernaum, a crowd soon
gathered. Many doubtless came thru
curiosity, but one man was therc on
a definite mission, and he was des-
perately in earnest. He was a prom-
inent Jew, a ruler in the synagogue.
Perhaps he had been present when

* Jesus cast out the demon in the syna-

gogue in Capernaum (Mark 1:23-26),
or when He hat healed the man with
the withered hand (Luke 6:6-10);at
any rate he was convinced that Jesus
could help him in his hour of need.
I1is heart was evidently torn with an-
guish, for he fell down at Jesus’ feet,.
and implored Him to go with him and

while others.

The New Tes-

(John 1:4), and. this life,.

and the-

Phys-
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heal his daughter, who was at the
point of death. For a dignitary like
Jairus thus to prostrate himself before
Jesus in the presence of the crowd
revealed not only his great sorrow,
but his recognition of Christ’s superior
power. Jesus could not-be deaf to an
appeal like that, so He went with him.

A Woman Healed

On the way a miracle was wrought
under peculiar circumstances. In the
crowd was a woman who had suffered
from a chronic ailment for twelve
long years. She had spent all that
she had seeking relief from physicians,
and had suffered much at their hands,
and now was penniless and hopeless.
One of the blessings that those in
Christian lands enjoy today is access
to skilled physicians. Yet even our
specialists can not cure everybody.
Fortunately this woman came in touch
the great Physician, for whom no case
was. too -difficult.” -~ With shrinking
modesty and simple faith she said
within herself, “If I may touch but
his clothes, I shall be whole.” Finally
she succeeded in touching the border
or fringe or tassel which Jesus wore
to remind them of the law (Num. 15:
28, 39). ‘Instantly she felt that she
was cured, and instantly Jesus, per-
ceiving what had happened, turned and
asked, “Who touched my clothes?”
This caused the woman to fear and
tremble. Perhaps she felt that she
had stolen a blessing without the
Lord’s permission, and thou~ht His
sudden question a mark of displeasure.
But the loving Savior” was not dis-
pleased. What He wanted.was a pub-
lic confession of her faith and of her
cure. This was for the woman’s own
good as well as for God’s glory. After
she told Him the truth His vervy first
word, “Panghter.” revealed His ten-
der symmnathy, delicately expressed,
and brought comfort to her heart.

A Daughter Dead
While Jesus was yet speaking with
the woman, messengers came from the

bhome of Jairug with the sad news that
his daughter wag dea?. 'This geamerl

to end all hope., and doubtless would

have heen a crushing blow to the
father had it not been for the reas-
suring words, “Be not afraid. only
hnlieve.” JTn the midst of agitation
Jesug was at ease, for He knew H~ had
ot Vis disposal all the resources of
the Father.' He chnoses Pster, James
and John to o with Him into the
house of mourning. As He enters He
finds tumwlt and wailint bv profes-
sional mourrers, and probably bv rel-
atives too. When He tells them, “The
damsel is nrt dead. but sleepeth,” they
scoff at Him. - This shows their cer-
tainty that the girl was reallv dead,
and makes any attempted explanation
unreasonable, other than that a real
miracle was performed. However,
Christ meant that her condition was
only temporary, and that He would
bring her to life: just as sleep, fol-
lowed by an awakening, is temporary.

A Damsel Raised

Before Jesus would manifest His
power He put the scoffing erowd out of
the house. " He would not cast His

Topic:

pearls before swine; indeed, these un-
believers were unworthy to witness
the wonderful event about to take
place. . When all was quiet He took
the damsel by the hand and bade her
arise, and she that was dead obeyed,
for at that moment God caused her
spirit to return again to her body.
There is a mystery here that we can
not fathom, and fortunately we need
not do so. But the reality of the as-
tounding miracle was evident to all.
Jesus showed His thoughtful care in
commanding that food be given the
girl. This might casily have been
overlooked in the excitement of the
hour. :

The raising from the dead the
daughter of Jairus strikingly mani-
fests Jesus’ complete authority over
the unseen world. He who could per-
form such a deed, with absolute con-
fidence that ‘the dead would arise at
his command, surely has authority to
tell us about the hereafter.

Lesson XI March. 12, 1933.

Jesus Ministering to the Multitude
Mark 6:1-56

Jesus Ministering to Ilu-

man Needs.

GoLpEN TEXT—The Son of man came
not to be ministered unto, but to min-
ister, and give his life a ransom for
many.—Matt. 20:28.

"PRACTICAL, TRUTH—Jesus can supply
every human need.

TimME—About the time of the Pass-
over in the spring of A. D. 29.
PARALLEL  ACCOUNTS—Matt.

23; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-15.

.

14:13-

INTRODUCTION

The feeding of the five thousang was
one bf the outstanding events in our
Lord’s earthly stay, and is important
in the study of His life in more ways
than one. From a purely historical
point of view it is the best attested of
all the miracles wrought by Him, not
including His own resurrection. And
aside from that it is the only miracld
which Is recorded in all four Gospels.
It constitutes the chief landmark in
Christ’'s life, as it occured one year
before His death, at the time of the
Passover.

We have reached the time of Christ's
greatest popularity. The feeding of
the five thousand followed the return
of the twelve from their preaching
tour. The disciples were weary, so
Jesus had taken them to a desert
place, where they might rest and be
instructed. The people were spirit-
ually hungry, and- were seckivg for
guidance. Their spiritual’ leaders
could not give the help needed. They
were also physically hungry and the
disciples were concerned about it, but
they were not able to supply the need.
Jesus, then, faced the problem of
meeting both their physical and their
spiritual needs; but He was able.
How about the neels of our country
and the world today?

1EXPOSITION

Jesus Secking Rest

The disciples had been out on a
preaching tour, whither they had been
sent by Jesus; and after they returned
and made report, Jesus suggested that
they all retire to some country section
for a well deserved rest. ‘To be almost
constantly beset by crowds, so that
they scarcely had opportunity to eat,
was very cxhausting, physically "and
nervously.: As Jesus and the disciples
needed rest, so we need soasons of
rest and meditation—more than some
of us get. The attempt of Jesus to
find a place of quiet retirement did not
succeed, for when the people saw Him
and ‘the disciples leaving by boat,
they ran around the north end of the
lake to the neighborhood of Bethsa-
ida Julius (Luke §:10), and were on
hand when the boat reached the shore.
The following days were busy ones,
and it was not until Jesus retired into
Thenicia, soon afterward, that there
was any opportunity for relaxation.

Jesus Showing Compassion

One of the most prominent as well
as comforting characteristics of Jesus
was the compassion which He felt for
those who were in distiess or in need.
That He possessed this quality is com-
forting to us hecause we can be sure
that He has the same moral temper
now that e had then; and that, as
the Son i3, so is God the Father.
Jesus had compassion for men who
were in either physical or spiritual
need. In our lesson, as on some other
occasions, both -of these needs were
present in the people before Him.
Their spiritual need was the greater of
the two. They were as sheep not
having a shepherd, and such sheep
are helpless and stupid and defense-

less. The people had little or no }‘eal
gpiritual help from, their religious
leaders, who were. like blind mien

leading the blind. Jesus knew the
deplorable lack of the people along
this line, and their spiritual blindness,
as others could not; hence He was
willing to spend His time and strength
in teaching them the fundamentals
of true religion, as He did on this
occasion. The wholo ministry of Jesus
and also His death on the cross, were
prompted by compazsion. This was
IIis habitual attitude. Look up Luke
4:18 and consider the motive that

“would prompt to the kind of service

there outlined.

Jesus Facing A Problem

After spending the most of the day
in teaching the people, there came the
great problem of what to do with the
hungry multitude as evening approach-
ed. It worried the disciples.  Ap-
parently nobody in that crowd, in-
cluding the disciples, had made any
provision for dinner or supper, Save
one lad who had foresight enough to
bring along his lunch.
ness of tho people to be with' Jesus
had caused them to neglect their phys-
ical needs, but now the matter was
becoming serious—especially so  since
they were at some distance from any
town where they could buy food.

The earnest- |

Vo

{
R
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"The wige thing to do, so it scemed
to the disciples, was to send the peo-
ple away quickly in order that they

migkt ‘obtain focd somewhere daik..

But Jesus was never at a loss in the
face of difficultiecs. In this respect
He diftered from all other men. How
many times in recent ycars have even
. the heads of great nations faced prob-
lcms which they knew not how to
solve! - And how important it is that
we, when facing difficulties that are
too great for us, should come with our
problems to Christ and seck His aid
in their solution!
Jesus. Working A Solulion
At first Jesus put the disciples to a
severe test by saying, “Give ye them
to eat.” This sesmed to them impos-
sible; and humanly speaking it was
.impossible, but “with God all things
are possible.” . The sense of utter in-
ability which this command expressed
helped the disciples to appreciate and
marvel at the amazing solution which
the Lord worked out. "Jesus quickly
shwed them that He could make it
possible for them to fulfil His com-
mands. He told the people to sit down
.upon the grass and commanfed that
- the meager supplies on hand be given
out. And as they were given out they
multiplied :until after all were fed,
more was taken up than was on hand
at ‘the beginning. This miracle ap-
parently marks the height of Christ's
-popularity with the masses, judging

from the fact that they were about to |

~ take Him by force and make Him king
at ‘that time.
Capernaum immediately afterward
" offen’ed many people and caused
greater opposition than ever before.
Alas. how Ickle is popular faver! One
month the public may applaud a ruler,

-..or popular leadér, and the next month
turn against him. ‘We should strive
to be right, rather than popular.

' PERFECTION IN LOVE
' Matthew 5:44- 48

I would be glad, if I could, to
help some one to rightly under-
stand this lesson. ‘A lot of folks
feel their inability to comply with
~.it, and therefore. get badly hung
up on it, especially the last verse,
"“which reads, ‘‘Be’ ye thercfore
perfect, even as your Father which
./is in heaven is perfect.”’
lot of folks make a terrible, use-
. Iess bugaboo wbout the word
. “perfeet.”’ : o ‘
-, Just what does this term per-
 fect mean? Does it mean that we
- #hould be just like God in every
“respeet? No, that is absurd and
Impossible. Does it mean that we
“should be above the possibility
" of sin? No. You may say that is
the way it is stated, , ‘‘Be "ye
perfeet as your Father in heaven
s perfect.”? Yes, it might be
“baker; ‘to mean that if considered

;.

Yet His -discourses in -

Now a.

apart from the light of the con-
text, but when the light of the
context. refleets upon 1t, there is
a great difference. Now the word
context means the seriptures just
belfore or just after the passage
upon -which the thought is cen-
tralized, and which -are closely
connected with the subjeet under
cousideration.  That 1s exactly
the way a lot of folks construct
their foolish arguments, they just
piek out a verse here, one there,
and one somewhere else, cte., and
they arc never considered in the
light of the context. I ean find
a plain statement in the Bible
which says, ‘“There is no God;”’
but just before that it says, ‘‘The
sinner sayeth in his heart.”” So
the two statements put together
greatly change .the m’cnning.

The term therefore always is
used as referring -to somecthing
- just before stated. This does not
say to be .perfect like the Father
in every way; but to be like Him
in the way just stated in the pre-
vious verse, that is, in the way of
love. He says here in verse 44,

“But I say unto you, love your.

encmies, bless them that ‘curse
you, do good.to them that hate
you, and pray for them which de-

spitefully use you, and persecute
“This is something that a '

you.”’
man can do, even though he is in
the flesh. Not by his strength,
but by the grace of God. TUntil
a man attoins this he is not per-
feet in love. God would have us
all attain this perfection in love.
God sent His Son to die for His
enemies, Ie still loves the sin-
ner, His enemy..
man that takes His name in vain.
Therefore let us strive to be like
Him, ' ,

Some ‘people will love only

~,wlen they can get love in return.
will love their neighbors

‘Some
only.  Jesus said here in verse 46,
“For if ye love them which love
you, what reward have ye? Do
not even the publicans the same?
Verse 47, “And if ye  salute
your brethren only, what do ye
more than others? Do not even
the publicans so%’ " The publi-
cans are . always classed with the
sinners, and as sinners.  When a
man loves his neighbor only, he is
doing no more
than a common sinuer. The Chris-
tian is to go a step farther than
the  worldly man, ‘
So let us mot get too badly

o o

;-

e loves that

in that respeet

1

“our Merl’'s Chapel church.
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i : ’ ’ ‘
seared at that statement, it just
aneans to oe perfect in love. We
might get to be a perfeet mang
but a perfeet man is not an angel
or a God, lic is still a man, - We
can he perfeet only in our sphere.

Sincerely,
Winford ‘Davis.

- THE BUILDERS

‘An old man journeyed a lone high way

And came at evening lone and gray.

To a chasm, vast and decp, and wide.

The old man paused in the twilight
dim, . C

The sullen stream bad no fears for him

But he turned when he reached the
other side; o R

And built a bridge to span the tide.

“0ld man,” said a fellow I)ilgrim ‘near,
“You waste your time in building

here, .
Your journeying ends with the passing
day, . ' '

Never again will you pass this way,
You've crossed the chasm deep and
wide, :

Why build this bridge at even-tide,’”,

The builder lifted his old gray head;
“Good friend, in the path I've come,’
he said, ' ‘
“There follows after me today a youth
-Whose feet must pass this way;
This sullen stream has aught to me,
* o that fair haired youth may a pit-
fall Dbe;
He too must pass in the twilight dim;
"Good friend, I'm building this bridge
. for HIM.”
< Contibuted by Eldcr Noel Turner

HIS LITTLE SPACE, being all that
‘X ig,left unfilled, will give just about
room enough to mention what some
of ‘'our brethren are doing.

Bro. O. T. Allred, assisted by Bro.
Johnnie Swaffar, is in a meeting at
Monett.
the meeting, and it is really a good
mecting. About seventeen have been
saved so far and the interest still good.

Bro. Winford Davis,, assisted by
Bro. J. B. Rollins, is in a meecting at
This is
the sccond week of the meeting., It
is. reported that it is a wonderful
meeting, and that about seventeen have
heen saved up o date.

The. Lord is truly blessing in Indian
Creek Association. New churches are
added each ycar, and new members
are oadded to the churches. Then
many of our young men and women
have accepted the call to the ministry
and most of them are doing well.

. . b B i .

This is the third week of’
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FREE WILL BAPTIST LEAGUE

Report of Macedonia League

The revival meeting that our
pastor, Elder Winford Davis, con-
ducted at Macedonia has strength-
ened all efforts for the upbuilding
of the Xingdom of God. Our
Sunday school has grown wonder-
fully and our League is on the
firing line—and advancing.

At the Dbeginning of the year,
we eleeted new officers; however,
we did not adopt the new plans
set forth by the General Confer-
ence of the East. The new pres-
ident began work with more zeal

for the  cause. His co-workers
are: ~

Audry Medlin, ......CGroup Captain
Herman Opolka, ........Quiz Leader

Oleta Davis, ... See’y-Treas.
The League lessons have been
rendered with more vigor, thus
making them more interesting.
We hope to divide the class
into two groups soon. Sister
Gertic Davis was elected sponsor
of the Junior League movement
now being organized. She has

eleven enrolled. Pray for us.
J. B. Rollins, Reporter.

I'LL TRY .

By Elder Hlde Crain

I feel impressed to write a few lines
on this subject; so I'll try to do so.

Too often we hear folks say, “I
can’t do this, or “I can't do that.”

The devil is an enemy to God and
His saints.

Sometimes the Lord wants us to do
different things for Him; we're Iis
servants and He wants us to work for
Him in His vineyard, Maybe Ile
wants us to sing, but Satan will say,
“Now" you can’t sing like some one
clse,” and very often we'll say, “No,
I can’t sing very well, so T'll just keep
quiet.” Maybe we are to pray in
public, but the enemy will say, “You
know you can’t pray, because you can’t
think of anything to say,” or maybe
feel like testifying, but the devil don't
want that either, so if he has his way
we’ll keep quiet during the testimony
service.

But I have found in my case so
much of the time that if T just try to
do what the Lord wants me to do,
I get a blessing.

‘When God calls one to preach the
Gospel to a lost world, one fecls his
inability and the devil will say, “Now
you can’t preach, so there’s 1o use to

try.” He'll say you can’t think of
anything to say and if you would try
to preach, why, folks would laugh at
vou, and I suppose every minister
listened to him for a while, then said,
“Lord, I'll try to preach.”

No one knows the tears T shed he-
fore T gave up to preach, but God and
myself. I told "the Lord I couldn’t
preach and made lots of excuses. So
after fighting the call for almost three
long years, going under a heavy bur-

~den all the time, but one day I came

to the place where T had to make a
decision, whether to preach or not.
So T told the Lord that I would try.
And I find mueh enjoyment in trying,
so let's not say, “I can't,” but say,
“I'll try,” and I'm sure God will bless
the effort. '

THREE THINGS ABIDING
By Elder Walter E, George

“And now abideth faith, hope, char-
ity, these three, but the greatest of
these is charity” (1 Cor. 13:13).

Dear brothers and sisters and all
the readers of the Gem: e have a
great subject in this. Let us study
the three words closely and see what
they mean to us; so let us do as Paul
sald to do in 2 Tim. 2:15, “Study to
shew thyself approved unto.God, a
workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing tho word of
tyuth.” Now in order to divide the
{Word, we will take the subject of
faith first and some of it to start with.
Faith is a dependence on the voracity
of another, thus trust is called faith,
because it relies upon the truth of a
promise. Now faithi can be divided
into four classes, but saving faith is
what we have on. our minds now.
Faith is belief; you know ecvery body
has faith of some kind and a lot of
church people will say they are -all
right because they bhelieve God, but
you never see them do’anything for
God. Now, what do you think, will
they 'get to heaven on that faith?

Let us read James 2:19, “Thou be-
licvest that there is one God: the devils
believe and tremble;” they are fully
persuaded that there is one God and
that Christ is the Son of God, will
that faith save me? James says that
faith without works is dead (Jas. 2:17)
“Without faith it is impossible to
please God” (Heb. 11:6). “Faith is
the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen” (Heb.
11:1). There was a time when the
ppople did not have faith, for it had

. the same as we do faith.

not been given under the law. But
Lefore faith came we were kept unddr
the law, shut up unto the faith which
should afterwards be revealed. Where-
fore the law was our schoolmaster rrd
bring us unto Christ, that we might
be justified by faith” (Gal. 3:232-24).

Now Christ says, “As your faith is,
20 be it unto you.” Now the reasom
50 .mmany people come to the altar qI
prayer and don’t get through is be-
cause they haven’t faith enough dn

God; “For by grace are yo sa,v(;,d
through faith” (Eph. 2:8). “And

having an high priest over the houso
of God, let us draw nigh with a true
heart infull assurance of faith” (Heb.
10:21-22),  “For he that cometh %o
God must believe that he is and th%i,t
he is a rewarder of them that dili-
gently seck him” (Heb. 11:6). Wg

must keep the faith to the end ol

this life to keep alive, but “the just
shall Hive by faith” (Hab. 2:4). We

need faith in this world and when Wp'

cross over we will lay our faith down,
for we will not need faith there., Now
the text is “Failth, hope, charity, but
the greatest of these is charity.”

Now we will say something about
“Hope.” Christian hope is a firm ex-
pectation of all promised good things,
so far as they may be for God's glory
and our good, but especially of Lter-
nal Salvation and happiness in heaven
where we shall be conformed to the
the likeness of the Son of God, which
hope is founded on the grace, blooq
and righteousness, “Every man that
hath this hope in him, purifieth him-

. self even as he is pure” (1 John 3:3).

We will endeavor to shun all sim.
Hope is taken for Eternal Salvation
which is the ]end or object of hope.
“Looking for that blessed hope” (Tit.
2:13). We, as Chfistiuns, have this
hope in us, for without it we can’t b,_?
Christians; and we .must kecp it tp
the end of this life if we hope to makg
heaven our home. And at the  timé
we cross over we can lay hope down
“But let us
hold fast that which we have, that ne
man take thy crown.” Now ‘to find
out what hope is, let us read Hebrews
6:19, “Which hope we have as'an
anchor of the soul . both sure and
steadfast, and which entereth ipl’i’
'that within ‘the wvail.” Now Paul
says that hope is an anchor of the
soul. You all know what an anchor
is and what it will do. It holds and
there is no getting away unless that

anchor breaks.
ship out on the great ocean and anchor

+ (Continued on page 15)

You take the big
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POSEY—Tlder Jamcs Allen
Posey was born January 28, 1865,
and departed this life Sunday
morning,  January 15, 1938, at
8:30 o’clock a. m., at the home of
Martin Dunn, Treece, Kansas, at

“the age of 67 yecars, eleven months

and cighteendays. Heé had been
preaching the Gospel for 30 yeavs.
e leaves to mourn his passing

‘his wife, Mrs. Celia Posey, four

daughters, three sons, three sis-

‘{ers, ten grandehildren, besides a

host of relatives and friends..
Bro. Posey was one. of our old

faithful Free Will Baptist min-

isters. ~ The night never became

- too dark, or the weather too eold,

or the sacrifice too great in any
way scemingly for him to go and

‘spread’the Gospel, or do anything

he could for the  advancement
of the cause he loved. -No longer
than on Wednesday night before
his passing on Sunday he called
the " people into the home and
then delivered a wonderful mes-

sage -to them, there being over a

hundred people present. Ile used

. as a text, ‘“The wages of sin jis

“ has been preaching the

;sociation, as he was
~and active attendant..

death’”” (Rom. 6:23)," Bro. Posey

" has been pastor of the Blue Frout

Free Will Baptist chureh for the
past fifteen years. The church
there will miss him trémendously
‘as will his faithful companion who

swas always at his side. The two

have gonc - together through

~weather, both™ fair and foul, in
. times of encouragement and in
~times of discouragement, untire-

ingly and almost continually. e
Gospel
for 30 years, and will be greatly
misssed in our Indian Creck As-
a regular,

Bro. Posey has been a man of
apparently ‘almost an iron consti-
tution, having labored in ‘the

‘mining district of S. W. Mo.,Okla,
"and Kansas for years before he’
. started out in such a definite way
- for the Lord.
~‘derground work mever had any
“effeet on him whatever.
a2 man who aequainted with the

Seemingly the un-
He was

roughs and toughs of a sinful

- “life; but when he was converted
- he was eonverted indeed and made

_a loyal 'soldier for God to the

time of his passing.

. The- funeral services were’ con-
“ducted at the Blue Front Free
“Will. Baptist chureh at Treece,

L

Kansas at 11:00 o’clock a. m. on
January 17, 1933, and at the Free
Will Baptist church at Granby,
Mo. at 3:00 o’clock p. m., by Elder
0. T. Allred and myself. The
body was laid to rest in the cem-
ctery at Granby to await the
glorious resurrcction morning.

He lived a victorious life, died
a triumphant death, and realizing
our loss is heaven’s gain, we can
all look forward to that glorious
reuniting of the redeemed of the
Lord. , .

Written by a sincere friend and
fellow laborer.

Elder Winford Davis.

Hayward—Louisc Faye Hay-
ward. was born October 13, 1927,
and departed this.life December
27, 1932, age, five yecars, two mo.
and fourteen days. ,

She leaves to mourn her passing
father and mother and one broth-
er, Ora Gene, besides grandparents
and othier near relatives, and a
host of friends.

We bow to the
heavenly IFather,
our loss is lieaven’s gain.

Funeral service was conducted
by Elder Winford Davis at the
home, The body was laid to rest
in the Bethel cemetery.’ ‘

will of our

Jones—Ilcrbert Don Jones, son
of Elmer and Grace Jones, was
born July 1, 1926, and departed
this life January 10, 1933, being
six years, six months and ninc
days old. 'When about twenty-one
months old little Don was stricken
with Spinal-mengitis and remained
‘an invalid until the Master called
him home. All was done for him
that loving hands could do, but he
did not regain health.

He leaves to mourn his depart-

ure, a kind and loving father and °
mother, one little brother, Ivan.

age - two years, a grandmother,
and a host of friends and relatives.
Little Don was a kind and loving
child and was loved by all who
knew him. ' ' ,
Funeral serviees were condueted
at M¢Bride chureh Thursday, Jan-
vary. 12, 1933, by Elder Wid Me-
Clanahan, in the :presence of a
~large ecrowd of

-in the MeBride cemetery.
Our - darling little Don
Now has from us gone,
The angels came and took him
To that bright cternal home..

N

/

realizing that

sympathizing
friends and relatives, and burial
. free.

It scems so sad without him,
But, oh, how sweet to know
That he is'now an angel,

In a robe as white as snow.
Ilis stay with us was very short,.
Ounly a very few years, .
But again we’ll meet our darling,
Where God wipes away all tears.

We feel so sad and lonesome,
Without his smiling face,
But God needed another blossom,.

So He took little Don to flb
. that place. .
It’s so sad to stay without him,
But God the
best,
And our darling boy will no more
suffer;
IHe is in the land of rest.
IIc suffered much, murniuring not;
. We watched him day by day,

Until at last with broken hearts,

We saw him pass away.

So we’ll lay aside our burdens,
And we’ll look to God above,
For we know He’s always ready,
"o streteh forth his hand of love
And let’s live toplease our Jesus,
"So when our carth’s work is done

We ecan go to.little Don,
Mo that bright and happy home.

Writen by a friend who knew

little -Don and loved him.

Willis—-George W. Willis was
born March 16, 1857, and departed
this life January 15, 1933, age 75
years, ten months and onc day.

He has been a member of Hazel
Creck Union church for .about
25 years, and will be sadly missed
by all. who knew him..

He leaves a wife
children, five of his children hav-
ing preceded him in death.

Ttuneral services were condueted
at the Methodist ehurch in Green-
top, Mo. by Elder S. H. Marcun.

Ray—DReta Violet Ray was born
November 18, 1912, and departed
this life January 15, 1983, at the
age of twenty years, onc month
and twenty-cight days. _

She leaves father and mother,

“and four brothers, besides a host

of relatives and {friends.

Reta has always been afflicted.
We feel sure she has gone to
be with Jesus and the -.angels,
where her mind will be. clear and

Tuneral services were conduc-
ted by BElder S. H. Marcum at the
Stahl Free Will Baptist church.
Burial in Green Castle cemetery.

Father knoweth”

and seveu

[ B \;‘ R
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THE CHURCIL
fContinued from puge two)

self said, ‘A spirit hath not ﬂe.sh
and b(mLs as ye sce me have.

So by this we see that the church
which is the body of Christ, is
more than just a spiritual body;
50 to deny the organized bady of
the church is to dcny that Christ
is come in the flesh. There are
many people that are honest, but
have let the wrong spirit lead
them to do this very thm«r But we
are told in 1 John 4:1-3: “Belov-
ed, believe not every spirit, but
try the spirits, whether they are
of God, because many false
prophets are gone out into the
world. Hereby Lknow we
Spirit of God. Every spirit that
confesseth that Jesus Christ s
come . in the flesh is of God, and
every spirit that confesseth not
that Jesus Christ is come in the
flesh is not of God; and this is
spirit of antichrist, ‘wherof ye
have heard that it should come,
and even now already is it in thc
world.” In 2 John, verses 7, §,

““For many deceivers are entered

into the world who (,onfeqs not
that Jesus Christ is come in the
flesh: this is a deceiver and an
antichrist. Liook . to yoursclves
that ye loose not those things
which we have wrought, but that
ye receive a full rew u'l ”
Now, these are part ofimy Bible

reasons for telling young converts

1o join themselves to the chureh.
May God bless and scal truth,
ITuggins, Missouri.

Three Things Abiding

(Continued from ])(IJ(’ thzrtu,n)

it and the storms may come and beat
upon it, but it stays there uninovable,
unles the anchor breaks. Now hope
does the same for the soul. Our souls
are anchored in the haven of rest and
we look forward to the time when we
can be present with the Lord; as Paul
said was much better. The text is
“Ifaith, Hope, Charity, but the greatest
of these is charity.” Now as import-
ant as faith and hope are, and charity
is the greatest; let us study what
charity is and how great it is.
Here is my view of charity. I be-
lieve in two men, one within and one
without. 'I believe in two baptisms,
one with water and one with the Holy
Spirit. I believe in two charities,
one within and one without; but can
we prove it?
13:1-3, . “Though
tongues of men

X 'speak with the
.and of angels and

the:

Yes, let’s read 1 Cor. "

have not charity, I an'l become as
sounding brass , or a tinkling cymbal.
And though T have the gift of prophecy,
and understand all mysteries, and all
knowledge; and though I have all

faith, so that I could remove moun-,

tains, and have not - charity, I am
nothing. And though I bestow all my
goods to feed the poor, and though I
give my body to be burned, and have

not charity, it profiteth meo nothing.”

Now that is the charity 'within, and
you see what Paul says will happen
if we have not charity without. The
word become is where the chauge is
made. Did anyone ever hedr a sound
of brass, how dead it sounds; and it
we have not charity we are just as

-dead in the sight of God as the sound

of brass. Charity is Love, and if we
have love as we should have, we will
help those in need. God’s charity is
as in St. John 3:16; and at repen-
tance the love of God comes mto our
hearts—that is charity \nthm.

Now someone will say, “If love is
charity, why I love everyhody;” and

it that is what you think, have you

ever done anything tor the needy?
Ask yourself and if 3,011 have not, you
had better read 1 Cor. '13:1-2. Paul
says in these verses that if you haven't

got. charity without, you are nothing.

Now that is plain, but just let it soak
in; it surely will do good. Now: that
is the reason that charity is the great-
est, beeause it takes in so much. It
is needful to have both kinds of char-
ity, for without both you cannot get
to heaven.

Some will say, “I have nothing to
give.” Let us read and see—Mal.
3:9-10—“Ye arc cursed with. a curse,
for ye have robbed me even this whole
nation.” You can see what is wrong
with this nation,
direct to Ws. Verse 10, “Bring ye all
the tithes into the storehouse, that
there may be meat in mine house and
prove me now herewith, saith the Lord
of hosts, i_t" I will not open you the
windows of heaven and pour you out
a blessing that there shall not be room
enough to receive it.” Of course some
will say, “0O, we are not to give that
way;” but I say that according to the
good old Book we are. Let us read

“what the church in its early days dld
-and God blessed it, but when we back-

slide God withholds His blessings from
us. See Acts 2:42, “And they contin-
ued steadfastly in the apostles’ doc-

trine and.fellowship and breaking of .
Verse 45, -

bread and in . prayers.”
“And sold their p'osséssioqs and goods
and parted them to.all men as every

.man had need.”

I am speaking about is without.
whoso hath this world’s goods and

~beging- at home;

of these is charity.”

for this is speaking -

‘fDid eat their meat
with gladness and singleness of heart,”
and for this work seven deacons were
appointed and ordained (Acts 6:1-10).
Cet your Bibles and read Acts 20:28,
“Talke heed therefore unto yourselves
and to all ‘the flock over the which the
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers
to feed the church of God which he
hath purchased with his own blood.”

Some will say that means to preach to -

them, but the Bible doesn’t say that.
Christ told the Pharisees that' these
things they ought to have done and
not left the other undone. Now Jesus
Cid not stop the charity without, but
sald, “Ye ought to have done them and
not left God out.” Some people like
to brag about giving, but the Book
says not to let the left hand know what
the right hand doeth. This charity
“But

seeth his brother have need and shut-
teth up his bowels of compassion from
him, bow dwelleth the love of God in
him?” . (1 John 3:17). Now this
brings my mind to a Free Will Baptist
preacher that owes .me and I.surely
do need it, but T can’t even get him
to answer letters that I write; I want
to know what I ought to do with him.

How can the love of God
him?

I have heard people say that charity
that is okay, but
many times we just leave it at home.
“F‘z'.ith‘, hope, charity, but the greatest
Now some will
say,"“0, I am 0. K.

it doesn’t say that charity will forgive
sins, for it takes repentance toward
God and faith in our Lord Jesus; and
tha$ will bring charity into our souls.
We may give all we have and it will
not save us. Let us read 1 Cor. 13:3,
“And though I bestow all my goods to
feed the poor, and though I give my
body to be burned, and have not char-
ity, it profiteth me nothing.” Now We
will lay faith and hope down when we
cross over Jordan, but the love or

of rest. Let us do our best to get

dwell in:

,” but the Bible *
says that charity will cover sins, yet’

.

“charity will last forever in that haven |

there, and if we do what the good

Book says it will land us safely on
the other shore where we wont need

faith nor hope, but the Book says that ‘
charity never faileth, but everything .
"in this world will fail.

One more verse of the Gospel and I
will close for this time. Rom. 12:20-
21—*“Therefore if thine enemy hunger

:feed him: if he tlurst nge him drmk

for in so domg thou shalt heap coals
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of fire upon his head. Be not over-
come” of evil, but overcome evil with
good.” ’ : '

I will say in closing that I wish
more of our preachers would write
through the Gem., I am sure proud of
our paper and do love to read it; for
a2bout the only way I have of hearing
you preach is through the paper.

. Dec. 19th will be a year since I was
able to work and I have no way to go
like I used to have; so please write to
the paper. .
1520 W, Atlantie, Springfield, Mo.

TAKE NOTICE

- EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS

‘ of the
Co-operative General Association

In this issue of the Gem, you
will find the report of our meet-
ing at Bryan, -Texas.
heard nothing much since, I be-
lieve it is time we should get
busy. . '

I am going to suggest that we
have a call meeting of the board
Lo mect at Purdy, Mo. April 1st,
that being ceutrally located for
the board members. It this meets
the approva] of the chairman and
members, write me at onece and
we. will make an announcement.

I also suggest that each mem-
ber bring one or more advisory
members, also the Moderator and
Jerk of the Co-operative General

Association, to be present and
thoroughly discuss every vital

point. Say, brethren, this will and
must go down in history as our
final decision, Shall we do it?
"~ Liet’s meet our brethren of the
East with much courage and a
greater determination to forward
our great denomination, known as
Free Will Baptist.
“United we stand:”’ Let’s go!
Eld. Melvin Bingham,.
Clerk of Executive Board,
1024 N. St. Liouis St., Tulsa, Okla.

The above notice calls atten-
tion to a very important matter,
and what we do in this matter
may vitally affect our denomina-
tion, The purpose of this sug-
gested call wecting  is worthy,
and certainly the time and place
afe wisely chosen.—Iiditor.

'

Having.

»

‘Assodiation

REMEMBER
That the Gem office is well pre-
pared to do your job printing.
That we do minute work in first

“elass shape, and want your work.

That we print letterheads, en-
velopes, cards, circulars, posters,
and most anything that you may

“want printed, and the price is as
“low as you can get anywhere.

Ask us for samples of any work
you want done, and get our prices.
We will appreciate your work and
need it.  If we ean do your work
cheapor than you ean get it done
elsewhere, we.will both be ahead;
so don’t fail to REMEMBER us.

Blanks

Ministers’ Ordination blanks, 10e
Ministers’ License blanks, ........10¢

Deacons’ Ordination blanks,......10¢
Evangelists’ Cert. of Election, 10¢

Letter from a’Chureh to a Q. M.,
Y. M. or Association, -lictter from
a Y. M. or Association to State
or Gencral Co-oper-
ative Association, 5S¢ ea., 6 for 2bc.

All these blanks are 8§V4x11 in,
and the Ordination and lLicense
blanks are suitable for framing.
All sent postpaid at prices quoted,

!

The Treatise of the Iaith and
Usages of the Free Will Baptist:
1 to 5 copies at 25 cents each
6 to 12 copics at 20 cents ecach

12 or more copies for resale,
per dozen ... crrverrnnneenneesrnenees $2.00

We pay the postage

Butler-Dunn Theology

The DButler-Dunn Systematic’

Theology, the standard book on
Free Will Baptist faith and doe-

" trine, is now reprinted, and every

minister and Christian worker
should have a copy. This is an
important book in the SCHOOL
OF THE BIBLE, conducted by
Bld. John II. Wolfe. Mimsters
and Christian workers, wishing to
petter prepare themselves  for
Christian work, should have this
book, and should take the corvre-
spondence course offered by the
“‘School of the Bible.”

The book is well bound, has 476
pages, at $2.00 postpaid. A

Send orders to the I. W. B.
Gem, Purdy, Missouri or to Eld.
Johin H. Wolfe, Pawnee City, Neb.

SUBSCRIPTION

PRICES REDUCED -
_—

After carefully and prayerfully
considering the matter, we have
decided to
tion of. the

The new prices are to be per-
manent, and we will be disap-
pointed if we don’t receive more
subseriptions at these lower rates
than we have at the old rate.

The new prices do not inelude
anything for the linotype fund;
but all who can and will, are urged
to add something to the amount
sont  for subscription for the
linotype fund. The linotype. be-
longs to the Irec Will Baptist
of Missouri. If you are one of
them, it is your machine and it is
vour duty to help pay it out of
debt. Every cent you send more
than is required for the subserip-
tions you send in will be applied
on OUR linotype.

The price of the

now on will be as follows:
Single subs for 1 year, 75¢ cach.
2 to 4 subs for 1 year, 70c¢ cach.
5.to 8 subs for 1 year, 60c cach.
9 or more ycarly subs at 50¢ cach.
6 month subs in any class at half
the yearly rate plus Hc cach.

It ought to be casy to get up
clubs at these prices, and we hope
many will send in club orders.
We know that the depression is
still on, but there’s hardly a
chureh that can’t get up a club
of 5 or a club of 10, if a real ceffort
is made. Tf you think you can’t,
vou will probably fail: if you
think you can, the battle’s half
won,

Just decide that your church
or commtity can make up a
club of 9 or more subs at H0c each
and just a little time and cffort
will win.

Brother pastor, do your church
a good turn by getting 9 or more
of them to take .the Gem at 50c
‘per year: it will help our cause.

Sample copies on request.

Gem.

A NEW BOCK
Falling From Grace
or the Therory of the

Impossibility of Apostasy Exposed.

By Eld. A. B, Talbert

Price: 10c¢ cach, 15 for $1.00.
40% Commission to Agents

_Send orders to Eld. A. B. Talbert,

Sand Springs, Oklahoma

reduce the subserip--

Gem from-
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