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THESE LATTER TIMES
By W. J. Edens

¢ ' .
A'\ B —
s tX]elatt- Meaneth These Things?’’
rial iy, élﬂe of an excellent edito-
Mrea \V'm February issue of the
thingg 11.1 Baptist Gem. The
QVCIlbt‘s rtetl(’}'l“ed to are the unusal
Worlq ‘?,‘m:: place all over the
Seemg which the wisdom of man
Writér ‘;“ﬂble to fathom. The
Meap 1} ells us that these things

elieye ie end of time is near. We
Y Seri l)et is abundantly supported
Whi) Ptures in this conclusion.
13

e : e .
not the time of Ilis appearing

, .
- Tany gven us to know, Christ in

Cally (ﬁreat utterances propheti-
‘Drece d?l‘\;en (describes the events
Whigh ;" His coming in language
ay eo;l(()l.c_lcarly depicts present

001 £, itionsg there scems little
r doubt that He had this

a N
Be in mind.

lig . e

Vt?d by ;31?11911131()11 is further attes-

‘qlexta'me) f;“y passages in the New
! 1t Peter tells us (2 Pet.

<

try ,at,}rll%tr there shall be false teac)
Qampgy) 1g us who shall bring in
the Loy 1e heresies, even denying
Ig Ilo.w(' bﬂ}at bought them. This
Sinday o fulfilled.  Bvery
! eo.imltadlos‘broa‘dcast all over
Ctiea) r;y. a veritable habel of
he divinit:qaehmgs. Some deny
"eetion of Y and the bodily resur-
TeSurpeg t Chrlst.‘ Others deny the
Ort:ﬂ-on of. the dead and the
Otherg ‘(,Ity of the soul.’ Still
thé’,? so far as to declare
that g r:iqteml work any miraele
o these '»tvoqever pertox_'mod. All
OPistiang achers' profess to be
In 10irs and many are follow-
In T’h bernicious ways.

1!0 May ?12:, _2 :3, Paul 'says, ‘‘Let
0 that reive you by any means
4t day shall not come, ex-

“ept
M thepe o
r -
i ¢ come a falling away

h op

st
v an . .
d that man of sin be re-

e
" aleq, the « ‘o A
he son of perdition.

8reat gy
Ovep at apostasy now sweeping

T t}
. 1o : ,
t churches “accords ~with:

' Predictig
o letion, e ‘falling away’

eftes in the Gem,

reminds us of the conduet of the
children of Israel in the wilder-
ness. While their great leader
was communing  with God the
Israelites departed from the ways
of righteousness. And when Moses
came down from the mountain
and saw the nude multitude wor-
shipping the golden calf he called
unto them, saymg, “Who is on
the Lord’s side? let him come
anto me.”” And to those wlho came
he gave the command, ‘‘Conse-
crate yourselves today : to the
Lord.” O, words of wisdomn !
They will be as potent at Arma-
geddon as they werc at Sinai.
How we necd a Moses in these
latter times to lead us out of this
wilderness of moeck-Christianity!
Baxter Springs, Kansas.

and Modernists
¢. M, Dauber

Patriarchs
By Eld.

¢«‘Remove not the ancient land-
iark, which thy fathers have set”’
(Proverbs 22.:28). »

I bave been reading, with inter-

est, the good letters and sermol-

and now 1 feel

impressed to pen a few lines on

tlie above subject.

In these days of modern inven-
tions and scientific discoverics,
topped. off with international de-
pression, W
minimize God.

When God
breathed into

life, and man I
he received mor

ereated main, and
him the breath of
Jecame a living soul,
o than the beast
of the field, the fowls of the air,
or any of the ereated life. His
life was to be eternal, hence it
was necessary for him to be guid-
ed by God’s Word.

With Bve given

wife, Adam and his wife were

care for

commanded, not only to ca
the garden, but to be fraitful and
multiply. ‘

This sacred command was ]Im_l_(j{—
javehs of old,

ed down to the patr

e are apt to forget, or.

to him for a

“mark

and no man in ancient history, or
modern, has any right to interfore
with God’s plan. ““What ‘ﬂl(‘xl'o-
fore God hath joined together ‘le‘l
?Bﬁ man put asunder’’ (1\’[:\”219:‘
).

m N -
I'he modernists, however, are

_not only increasing the divoree

cpurts, but ave making the mar-
riage vows less sacred. In some
places the marriage vows are ve-
n;‘oved 5111(1 fl‘ee-love-intrmhﬂuul.
H’_ we give up to the modern idea
of free-love and birth control, we
are helping to remove one of the
oreat landmarks of God.

The patriarehs set up an altar
unto the Lord, as far back as Gen.
§:20, and all down through ‘the
Old and New Testaments the altar
was necessary in the worship of
God. Our fathers and mothers
held the altar sacred because il
was the place where they met C.’p(ll
left their sin-pack, and shouted
and praised God for the (‘_\"])(}1"]-'
ence of salvation.

Today many theologians, wi
titles ot D, D, and Ph.b.[a)’.lb;’u'(“\ l]t(}l
moving the sacred altar out »()Jl"
the churches and sul)s‘r.itutiug:' the
](:?!111([]1:‘(1(1:;150 and cm'.d-mgning meth-

It is possible for God to give
new life to the sinner under ?hié
method, but not probable. As a
result of removing the altar, a
landmark of God, the- m()d,‘cm
chureh has become dead, cold and
formal.  Jesus Christ not only
cmmnissimmd the disciples to
preach, but to baptize, and left
one example or landmark, by go-
ing down into the Jordan Him-
colf and-receiving this ordinanee
at the hands of John, .

I John 8:23 we find that ““John »
was baptizing in Aenon, near Suf‘
lem, because there was much water
there,”” but many of our modern-
ists declare that the amouit of '
water does not make any differ-
ence, so they rémove the old land-
1 and substitute sprinkling
and pouring. h
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When Jesus set up the church
and declared, ‘“The gates of hell
shall not prevail against it,”” He
did not only mean the invisible
church, but the visible as well.
Churehey were established at dif-
ferent places, received members,
and ordained elders and deacons
for the overseeing of these church-

“es. These churches were organiz-
ed” and had power to discipline
their imembers. (Matt. 18:15-17).
To refuse to join an organized
church and influence o t h e 1r s
against the church, is attempting
to remove one of the great land-
marks of God.

‘These are only a few of the
great, landmarks whieh some pro-
fessing Christians in these modern
days are trying to remove, but
they point to the times just pre-
cevdm'g the coming of our Lord.
W e find 1'!1 2 Tim. 3 that not only
perilous times shall come, hut nen
shall have a form of godlines, but
denying the power therof. In the
next chapter, 2 Tim. 4.2 we uo
charged to “‘preach the Wm-(‘l £
and if we fail not to declare the
whole counsel of Gtod we ('-in/ m\;

. 3 ¢ Ne
WYIth Panl, “T have fought 4 gno.d
Iflg{:z,vg lll:(lzv? (Hxi‘she.(.l. my course,
: -t‘] : ‘p te f;_uth._ _Hence-
c(l)'z)wln olff’llfig']}?tolglll("l u.}) 1“01: I the
Tord. tho. &0 g LSI?CSS which the

ord, > righteous Judge, shall
glve-me at that day: and not to
nme only, but unto all them also

that love His appearine® (9 4
47, 8), Pl neg’ (2 im.

We Must Bear Trib i
. Be ulati
By Elder D, R. l.’oysle}? on

By the help of the Lord I will
lry to write a pieee for our paper

from part of Aects 1422 <\
must through mueh  tribulation

enter into the kingdom of God.”’

[t seems to be quite a task to
get a very large per cent of Chris-
tian people interested in a sub-
jeet of tribulations.

I think the reason for this is
that we have lived in a great day
of peace and in a nation that has
feared God to a great extent were
allowed to worship God by the
leadings of His Spirit. Through
the days of this great privilege,
being great people in His name,
-we must admit’ that we have not
esteemed Him as we should (Tsa.
53:3). )

According to the record we have

from God, a real- Christian life
(as a rule) was a rough and rug-
ged voyage. Christians surren-
dering their lives as martyrs rath-
er than surrender their faith in
God.
through the old dispensation of’
the many noted events that are
recorded. But I want us to take
notice to the day that our text
was given, shortly after the
ascension - of our Lord, to the
chureh at Jerusalem which the
apostles organized. 1 believe it
was more powerful then than it
has ever been through the new
dispensation.

My reasons are, that the mem-
bers had better qualifications than
[ have been able to find elsewhere.

Ist. They were of one aceord.

2nd.  They would not allow a
member in it that would commit
sit in any form.

Jrd. They didn’t seem to waut
to venture out and take a taste
of the forbidden fruit,

4th, Their preachers did not
covet popularity.

But after Saul (who later was
named Paul) scattered the church
by his persecutions to Christians,

T don’t find it so well united any

more. Yet after his (Paul’s) con-
version he did his best to get the
people to serve God with all their
heart, and finally gave his life as
a martyr for the cause.

The Apostle DPeter warned us
about = wresting the Seriptures
(2 Peter 8:16), which means to
turn them about and change their
true meaning. But we have been
so disobedient that people can do
most anything they want to and
still be a member of the church;
and this has driven God, to a great
degree, from the churceh.,  And
when God cannot have His way iu
the chureh, naturally the nation
must:begin to erumble into spir-
itnal darkness.

At the time of the apostle Paul’s
mimstry he could see the dark age
that Christendom was stepping
into, which lasted several hundred
years, .

Surely we too ought to be able,
sceing Christianity at sueh a low
ebb and our nation in such dis-
tress, to see that God is not deal-
ing out His great wisdom as in
the days of Moses, Solomon,and
Joseph, and in the days of peace
and prosperity that we have had.

This must be Satan’s opportu-

7

Time would fail us in going -

nity to bring the final test to the
people of God. : .

I am not saying that people have
or will become altogether dishon-
est, but the time will come when
they will take your life and think
they are doing God’s service (St.
John 16:2), :

Oue generation welds unto an-
other with its deeds and self-justi-
fication until now, men and women
are secking for -the real truth.
But the possibility is there will be
few that find it. -

The Bible tells us that the world
will wax worse and worse, deceiv-
ing, being deceived. When we sec
all these 1)1'()])ecibs coming to pass
in our own day, then we must be
ready to. mecet the rash demand
from the enemy to “stop servinge
the true anhd living God.”’. I will
not at this writing take up the
form of the dreadful persecutions,
but will write something later on
thiese lines, if it is the Lord’s will.

But 1 want to say that the co-
operation of the faithful, conse-
crated minority is worth more to
me than the so-called majority.
“Ifor in the days of this ignorance
God winked at; but now com-
mandeth all men everywhere to
repent’’ (Aets 17:30).

So, brethren, let us make our
peace, calling and election sure
in declaring the truth if it takes
our friends away and our heads
from our bodies; then we can
have the sweet assurance of vie-
tories in Iis name, whieh means
it all.

R2, Hartville, Missouri.

WHAT CAN BE DONE?

Dy Eldey Nocl Turner

“Your old men gshall dream
dreams, your young men shall see
visions®’ (Joel 2:28).

““Where there is no vision the
people perish” (Prov, 29:18).

Were these seriptures given
just to make the Bible larger? or
were they given to us for a pur-
pose? I am sure that every onue
will agree that it was for a pur-
pose. DBut what was that purpose?

God intended that it should be
just as e said it, and if we all
live close enough to IHim, these
seiiptures wi'l be fulfilled in us.

Now comes the question, Are
we. not c¢lose enough to Him; or
what is wrong? There’s something

(Continued on, page 15)

v

o e ey e

&

Ny

>t

I



|

T

April, 1933, TI118 FREE

WILL BAPTIST GEM

>age Three

THE FREE WILL BAPTIST GEM

Organ of -
THIE FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH

Published monthly at Purdy, Missouri.

1ild. B. I, Brown, Editor.

Entered as Second Class Matter, June 4, 1930, at the
post Office at Purdy, Mo, under the act of March 3, 1879.

TERMS
$1.00 per year, cash in advance,
tinued when subseription expires,

IPaper will be discon-

We will be glad to change your address for the Gem, if

you notify us, Please give the old address with the new.

Your time is out if a pencil mark appears hereWO

We are always glad to rcceive articles, letters, reports,

ete. from our readers for publication in the Gem, along
any line that will help the cause,
MISSOURI STATIE ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS
Moderator, Kld, I8, 1. Ilouse, Santa Rosa, Mo.
Ass’t Mod,, 1ld. G, W. Scott, Jr., Mt'n Grove, Mo.
Clerk-Treas., Kld. Winford Davis, Monett, Mo.
EXECUTIVE BOARD \
Eld. B, F. Brown, ............. e Purdy, Mo.
Eld. G, W. Scott, Jro.....ooiievno, Mt. Grove, Mo.
Bro. J. P, McCullough,.......oooveivee., Alton, Mo.
Eld., . C. Ferguson,.......oovvueeues Ash Grove, Mo.
1ld., Jas. 10, Miller,. ). ... vt Flat River, Mo,
EVANGELIST
. Serving without salary
IBld. G, W. Scott, Sr,....ooviiiiii i, Mt. Grove, Mo.

GENERAL CO-OPERATIVE ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS )

Moderator, IEld. W. E. Decarmore, Wanette, Okla.
Ass’t Mod. 131d. Winford Davis, Monett, Mo.
Clerk-Treas., Eld. 3. 17, Brown, Purdy, . Mo.
Ass't Clerk, I3ld. Q. 1. Allreq, Monett, No.

BXECUTIVE BOARD

K14, G, W. Scott, Jr., R4, Mountain Grove, Mo.
1E1d. winford Davis, R1, Monett, Mo.
IE1d. Melvin Bingham, 1023 N. St. Louis St., Tulsa, Okla.
I21d. IJ. M. McAdams, 3807 N. Ohio St., Drumright, Okia.
I21d. 18, A, G’'Donnell,

523 W, Texas St., Denison, Texas.
LEVANGELIST AND FIELD AGENT
Endorsed by the Association

Serving without salary

Kid. . C. Ferguson,.....ivevevnenn. R2, Weatherby, Mo.

N

"THE EDITOR'S COLUMN

We wish to report some of the activities of the
Free Will Baptist in this section of our large field.
The Executive Board of our Co-operative General
Association met here Mareh 30-31.  About twenty-
tive preachers were present, besides others. There

were services at Macedonia church Thursday night,
“Friday at il o’cloek and- Friday night, and many

people hieard the good messages that went forth.
riday, except the 11 o’clock service and the noon
hour, was spent in business session, which was very
harmonicus. - Denominational questions were dis-
cussed and a union with the General Couference was
¢onsidered, and the Exceutive Board, with others.
is to attend the General Conference at Nashville,
Tenuessec in June.
A Revival Meeting is now in progress

at the M. I, church in Purdy, conducted by Sister
Lizzie MeAdams.  There is good interest, lots ol
conviction, and about twenty have professed a hope
in Christ.  The meeting will continue over the

second Sunday in April, maybe longer, and we are
confident that many more will be blesded.  DBro.
MeAdams is in Texas for his health,  Pray for us.

We are indeed pleased with the response

our friends are giving to our club rates to the Gen.
Bro. Allred and Bro. Davis of Monett, Mo.; Bro.
Elmer Turner of Branch, Ark.; Bro. Geo. Scott of
Mt Grove, Mo.; Bro, Melvin Bingham of Tulsi
Okla.; and Bro. 1. J. Wilson of Charleston, Ark,
have cach sent in good club orders, and Bro. Noel
Turner and Bro. Sam Mareum sent in a nice elub
from Greentop, Mo., besides other subs we have
received, . Come on brethren, lets get the subs and
relieve the burden, -

At last we have new rollers for our paper press:

and can promise that the Gem will be printed 113
better shape from now on,

The insurance cn our linotype has expired,

and as it is not yet paid for, we must keep it insured,
We have renewed the insuranee for $].0()U.‘()0,1'illld
must pay a prewmium of $28.14 by carly in May.
We have $13.00, which was donated at the Board
meeting, but we need $14.14 more, will you help to
make this up? 1 keep the machine in vepai, but
am not able {o pay the insurance.  The _111101}']“’
belongs to the denomination,  As 1am looking n.Hcl'.
this matter, you may send your donation to m¢ o1
to the treasurer. . [f you do not share this burden,
it will be too mueh for me.

Beer will be on tap by the time you rezu.l“ th}S,’
We have fought against this abominable tr‘ullu-. 1(31
many years; what shall we do now? §lml] we
tamely submit and leave the wets to cell their awiul,
degrading stufl where they please, and to wlm;n'
they please, or shall we do and say nl’l we lhonestly
can against this gigantic enemy of the church, our
church, our homes, our nation, society, and our
voung people? 1, for one, shall fight against it
as long as [ live. . .

N
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Repoit of Revival Meetings

As my winter’s revival work
with my three churches is now
finished, I will now make a report.

T began with my churches last
- October 26th, and just finished up

" last Sunday night, March 5th. I
Jhave been right with my three
churches in revivals the entire
winter. "The last meeting 1 held
was with the Merl’s Chapel chureh
near Cassville, Missouri. We just
lacked three nights of going six

~weeks. John Rolling, ore of our
young ministers, was with me all

" the time and Elder John Swaffar
was there some. The Gospel team
from _.the Monett chureh was with
ug one night vnder the leadership
of Bro. O. T. Allred.. We had a
glorious .service that night, souls
were saved and the Spirit of the
Liord was wonderfully manifested.

" 34 were saved in the meeting, 17
united with the churech and 17
were baptized. We also got a

- fine mission circle started with 16

membérs and good prospects for
more. Our folks at Merl’s Chapel
are zealous enough that they have
ereeted a new chureh building
' therpast year in spite of close times
The Executive -board of Indian
Creek  Association meét at the
church twice during the meeting
and ordained Bro. Joe Brooks and

. Sister Annabelle Craig and also

gra;'lfe(l license to Bro. Rollins.-

Our young ministers are moving
right out and the Lord is blessing
_their efforts. '

~ T.want to say a word in conelu-
sion about our hudget money.
Pastors,” don’t forget that the
budget from each. chureh (10¢
-per member) is to be turned in
during the month of July. et
ns begin now and get the matter
taken care of in due time. If we

- would just be loyal to the budget

system, it would- solve our ever
present finaneial difficulties.
Yourd for the dear cause,

- Winford Davis.

- JULY IS THE MONTH
“Dear Pastors: o

Do not forget that the month
of July is our BUDGET month,
‘set apart by our State Association’
as the month in which to pay in

- .the budget money, 10¢ per member

If the President of the United

. States shonld appoint or set apart

.

"

a.nonth in which all of us should
pay 10 cents apiece, all of us
would do our best to comply with
our nation’s request. Can’t we be
as loyal to our Master and His
cause as we are to our nation?
How we need to get this wonderful
system before our people! It can
be done if our pastors will only
talk it and work together. Let us
try and do our best in the month
of July. '

Lizzie McAdams.

Mansfield, Missouri, March 11th.
(Wolt Creek Church)

Dear Gem Family:

This beautiful day finds me all
alone, no one to talk to but my
heavenly Father, that great Com-
forter who is always with us when
we obey Him as we should. I
have been reading the Bible, just
been reading on the signs of the
coming of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.

2 Thess. 2:3 says, “Let no man
deceive you by any means, for
that day shall not come except
there come a falling away first,
and that man of sin be revealed
the son of perdition.”” Dear ones,
we have that great falling away
today. ‘‘And there shall be signs
in the sun and in the moon and in
the stars, and upon earth distress
of nations, with perplexity; the
sca and the waves roaring. Men’s
hearts failing them for fear and
for looking after' those things
which are coming on the earth ; for
the. powers of heaven shall be
shaken, and then shall they see
the Son of man coming in a eloud,
with power and great glory. And
when these things begin to come
to pass, then look up and lift up
vour heads, for your redemption
draweth nigh’’ (Luke 21:25-28).

Dear brothers and sisters, T real-
Iy believe it is time we Christian
people were beginning to lift up

~our heads and pour out our hearts -

to God in prayer.

“And that knowing the time
that now it is high time to awake

out of sleep, for now is our sal-

ation nearer than when we be-
liecved”” Romans 13:11).

We find so many things that
make us know that we are living
in the last days. We find back in
Nahum 2:3-56 where one of the old

'
‘ .

- will trust in Him.

‘sense of duty.

'

prophets spoke of what would
happen in the day of His prepara-

tion—*‘The chariots shall rage in

the streets, they shall jostle one

against another in the broad ways,
they shall seem like torches, they
shall run like lightning.”” Is this
not happening now? I wonder if
He is not counting Iis worthies
today. My heart’s desire is to do
the will of the Father and to help
others.
Our Sunday school is evergreen,
with an attendance of about 45.
I ask an interest in the prayers
of all of God’s people.
Your sister in Christ,
Mrs. Lewis Moody.

ENON, ARKANSAS

Dear Gem Family:

I will, by the help of the dear
Lord, try to write a few lines as
my testimony this morning.

I just now think of that dear
old song, ‘“'Tis So Sweet to Trust
in Jesus.” T am so glad for the
hope I have of a life beyond this
vale of tears and troubles. Jesus
is s0 good and merciful to all who
And then to
think that we are so many times
rebellious and stubborn. 1 feel
sometimes that T can never do
enough to be accounted worthy to
be called a child of God. I know
I am not a fully econsecrated Chris-
tian, but I am striving to know
more of God’s will and be able to
withstand anything that might
come upon my pathway, for if we
don’t go before God each day for
renewed strength we don’t know
what the devil will throw in our
path before night,

I do so much hope and pray that
some homnest soul that is out for
the sake of lost humanity will get
a real heart-felt burden for Enon,
that they can’t rest until' some-
thing is done, for it grieves me to
see things as they are, and 1 know
there is as good material here to
work on, as there is -elsewhere, if
they ever become aroused to their
I want every Gem
reader that reads this to pray right
then that God will hasten the dav
and hour that we will see an old
time revival ‘at Enon. And it is
wonderful that.sve ean be together
in prayer, although far apart in
person., Pray .for me.

I feel pood in my soul this

i

e s s oy
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morning, glad that I can look on
the bright side of life.

We are trying to have Sunday
school and hope it wont be long
till we can have prayer meeting
again. 1 am glad that our Asso-
ciation is to be held at Blue Eye.
1t God wills and permits, T expeet
to attend.

I have my invalid mother with
me, and ask that you will pray
God to give her strength to walk
again, if it is His holy will.

Yours trying to serve God,
Nellie Badley.

GREENTOP, MISSOURI

Dear Readers of the Gem:

" I have been reading the Gem for
a long time, but this is my first
attempt to write.

We have organized a league at
New IHarmony with fifteen mem-
bers, We are studying the Bible
at present, but will get League
literature next quarter, which 1
am sure will be a great help. We
also have prayer mecting every
Wednesday evening, :

The revival meeting at New Iar-
mony closed about two weeks ago

with six cdonversions., We had
come good meetings and some

wonderful sermons, delivered by
Elder Noel Turner and our pas-
tor, Elder Sam Marcum, which
were food for our souls.

When reading the Gew now, it
is mueh more interesting, because
so many of the writers were at
the State Association last fall and
ve got acquainted  with them.
That was my first time of having
the privilege of attending our
State Association, and hope it is
not the last, because we surelv
had some good servieces. T didn’t
get to attend every service beeaus»
of being in school, but attended
every one 1 could.

When -our friends who stayed
at our home during the Associa-
tion left to go home it was a
sample of hows it will be at the
Judgment day. Tlow wonderful
to know that we have the promise
of a home where there will be no
“partings or good byes.”’

T desire the prayers of all the
Gem readers, that T may always

do 1lis preeious will and live each

day so that the world can see

Jesus in me. ‘
Tiouise Buchanan.

GREENTOP, MISSOURI

Dear Gem Readers:

This is my first attempt to write
to the Gem. 1 feel that everyone
can beat me writing, but I am
willing to do all I ecan toward the
advancement of the cause of Christ

I was'one year old (spiritually)
in January and I’'m not sorry that
I have made the start. 1'd ad-
vise all other boys and girls to
make a start, too, you’ll never
regret it.

I am a member of the Young
People’s League at New Harmony
1 have been attending 'the revival
meetings at New Harmony, Union;
and some at Sublette, held by Eld.
Noel Turner and our pastor, Kld.
Sam Marcum.  We surely had
cood services, and T believe much
good has been done.

[ had the privilege of meecting
several people at the State Asso-
ciation, and T intend to be at the
State Association in its next ses-
sion, if the Lord wills.

Pray for me as 1 go on in the
Lord’s work, that T may not waver
in faith, but grow in grace and
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. . :

Elaine Buehanan,

NON, OKLAHOMA

Dear Gem Readers:

As this is Sunday and 1 didn’t
feel like going to Sunday school,
1T have been very lonesome, but
have been enjoying reading the
good letters in the Gem. 1 sure
enjoy reading Bro. Winford Davis
and Sister Lina Claxton’s letters,
and many others, but wish more
of our preachers and Oklahoma
folks would write.

1 believe one thing that is keep-
ing the eause from prospering is
the neglect of prayer, and lack of
love and affection toward one an-
other. Too many times when one
strays or does wrong folks con-
demn without merey, when a lov-
ing arm of protection and lefting
them know that someone really
cares, would do more good. T be-
lieve if any one can be reached
at all it will be through love and
kindness, Oh, if T could only help
some boy or girl to a higher and
better life! T realize my weakness
but if my heart deceives me not,
T know that my greatest desire is
to do my best for God and be a

help to someone that the world
may be a little better by me pass-
ing through it.

As 1 do not want to take up
too much space, I will elose by
asking prayers for myself, for my
Lome and for a great revival this
year. Bro. M. M. MeKee is the
pastor of our little chureh at Non,
and we love him.

One that loves the cause,
Mys. Florenee Priest.

i}

FORT SMITH, ARKANSAS
Dear Gem Readers: _

1 shall {ry to take up some of
yvour valuable time and space 1n
the “Gem’ to report oun the re-
vival and other activities of the
Tfirst Free Will Baptist chureh of
this eity. .

Our beloved moderator, Blder
. W. Simpkins, has just closed a
three weeks® revival at which.
there was a great outpouring of

\

the Holy Spirit, there being thirty

(30) conversions and 18 have
united with the ehureh to date.

There was mueh real oldfash-
joned shouting, and joy puled
supreme in the presence of " the
Tiely Spirit and people present.

It appears that each one that
attended kept their cups upturned
and ecaeh reecived an abundance
of spiritual hlessings, which were
poured out at the meeting, and
everyvone was imbued with a new
spirit and determination to h'ghl
for the advancement of the king-
dom of God.

Not only was the chureh greatly
Dbenefited, but the Sunday schq(.)l
has been simbued with new life
and vigor, thus we see that a re-
newing of the Spirit, not only
helps one department, but all of
them,

It was demonstrated more ’rl_lull
onee that the Lord has not for-

wotten to heav the prayers of 1iis

people in cases of sickness and
that He (the Lord) is Stl“‘ﬂlt‘
oreat Physician, the Friend of tl_l‘c
poor, the Comforter of the dis-
tressed, the great 1lcaler of the
sick, and above all, that e hears
and answers the prayers _01 Tis
people when they pray b }'L‘ill
faith, and earnest, not waverimg,
but holding firmly onto His prom-
ises. '
Furthermore, T say unto_all of
you that the Lord stands with His
messengers (ministers) when they
stand and declare s Word he-

]
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fore the people without fear or
favor, but bring it in'the fullness
thereof, giving unto the word so
preached the power of convietion

* for sin. '

We of the First church are very
fortunate to have such a-man for
our moderator,

I must not take up too much of
the paper’s valuable space, so I
will bring this to a close by saying
that if the Lord wills on Sunday,
Mareh 26th, we will go to the
water’s edge, there to administer
the ovdinance of baptism and there
to rejoice in doing the Liord’s will,

Please good people pray for all
of us, and especially the néw con-
verts, that they may hold onto
the right hand of God until the
end, ever faithful to do His will.

Pray for me, that I, as superin-
tendent of the Sunday school, may
be able to ever conduct it to the

~glory of our Savior,
Yours in Christ,
+ Ray Purdom.

. MISSION REPORT

Dear Mission Workers:

I believe that in last report, we
were at Pleasant ITill ¢hureh, with
five souls saved, We were there
two weeks and had twelty con-
versions, ten added to the church.

While there e organized. two
~mission cireles, one for the young

ladies, and we organized a league -

for the young people,
every neighborhood
These are indeed precions people
to work with. It is the home of
our dear Bro. Selph Jones and we
heard lots of good things about
Bro. Jones while there and visited
in his old home where he spent
cmany happy boyhood days. We
feel that he has a wonderful. fath-
er and other relatives. We made
owr home with Bro. and Sister
Burney, this was indeed a pre-
¢ions place. Bro. Burney is surely

We think
gets better.

. a God ealled servant and. they

have lovely children.

We want to make mention of
ithe yonug people. Pleasant I1ill
‘neighhborhood is above the ordi-
nary for young people, God hless
“them. - .

When we Ieft Pleasant Hill, we
“went with Bro. ‘Burney to Cedar

. Ridge chureh, near Long Lane.’

We had another wonderful time in
“1he Lord. Bro, Burney has a won-

- derful ehureh there to work with
- and- they surely love' their pastor.

' F i
3 .
0

“God will use him too.

THE FREE WILL BAPTIST GEM

‘We had two souls saved, two
united with the church, a mission
cirele was organized, also a league.
God bless Bro. Burney and his
noble work,

We then came to Purdy the
Monday following and spent the

-night with the editor and wife,

where we received a warm wel-
come. Sister and Bro. Smith in
whose home we stopped at Cedar
Ridge got us off ecarly and we
made the drive quick. God bless
Bro. and Sister Smith, for their
home was our home.

Tuesday night we visited Mace:
donia chureh, one of Bro. Davis’
churches. We always find Bro.
Davis on the firing line for the
Master.  They have a league and
a mission at this church, so we
only stayed three nights and en-
couraged them in the work., We
were in Bro. Davis’ home and en-
joyed it very muech;
Campbell and Bro. Swaffar were
also with us. These are two of
our promising young people in the,
ninistry. ~ We spent one night
in Sister Julia Davis’ home where
we stayed two years ago while in
the revival. God bless these Davis
homes is our prayer.

We next went to Bro- Allred’s
church in Monett. Drove to Bro.
Allred’s home late Friday evening.
and found him and his good wife
ready to go to church and lend a
helping hand. If you want a

hearty welcome by all, visit the -

Monett churceh. It is a new chureh,
not two years -old yet, but they
have several young preachers who
are indeed promising and a real
eredit to our denomination.” We
had some wonderful services, with
seven converted and two added to
the church. We also organized a
young lady’s mission circle, then
two car loads of us went out and
made cails in homes where were

-sick ones, and every body enjoyed’

the serviees so much. We made
our stopping .place with Sister
Phillips and her husband. She is
one of our young preachers in the
Monett church. They have a pree-
cious little boy, and we feel that
Bro. Phil-
lips is a devoted Christian hus-
band, ready to stand by his wife.

We can’t make mention of all,
but one more home was Brother
Weston’s, a preacher of our church
and a very promising young man.
And dear Sister Weston is pres-
ident of Mission circle Nh: 1.

We spent a night with Bro. and

‘

Bro. Ceeil

‘and have had some

Sister Matthews, and, one with
Sister Poole. God bless these dear
oues, we enjoyed our visits so
much in both places. Bro. Allred
indeed has a precious people to
work with, and may God Dbless
pastor, wife, and church till the
Master comes.

We came back to Purdy, on our
way to Jones Chapel church, and
spent the night with our good
editor and wife. We wish every
Free Will Baptist could visit the
Gem office and see just how hard
these dear people work to give us
a paper. Let ‘every pastor take
advantage of the eclub rates and
get as many subs as possible. Bro.
Srown is making a great saeri-
fice to make our paper the best,
80 let’s all do our best to help.
We then came on to Jones Chapel
wonderful
services here, no souls saved, but
deep spiritual meetings. We have
some splendid people in this neigh-
borhood. We made our home with
Bro, Cecil Campbell’s father and
mother, they are fine people.

We never attended a Dbetter
league than they have at Jones
Chapel. 'We gave a Mission lec-
ture Sunday afternoon and our
women were encouraged to go on.
They have a good mission band
and we hope they will soon have
their uniforms. | This is one of
Bro. Noel Turner’s churches, but
he is still up north in revivals and
his brother is supplying for him.
We enjoyed meeting Bro. Kenneth

and wife again, God bless them.

Mission workers, don’t forget
the last Friday in each month and
try hard to do some real mission
work on that day. Real personal
work in the' homes is nceded
everywhere. Take your Bibles
and visit that day, and pray in
every home that will let you.

Another thing in our mission
work, that we want to mention,
is our little Mission coat. We have
a little coat and on the baek it
says, ‘T am a little Mission Coat.”’
We put it on some little child and
let them wear it over the lhouse
and get mission money, and by
State Association time we want
the little coat covered with money
We have white spots for dimes,
green for quarters, yellow for
half dollars, blue for dollars, pur-
ple for two dollars, and the Mt'n
Grove Sunday school, that is, onn
class, Is giving $2.25. We would

v

be so glad if every Sunday school

¥,
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would give a, Mission donation.
Each class could give a very little,
put it would count; so teachers,
help me out in this, and let’s have
a great report at the State Ass’n.
You can send money to me and I
will report it in the Gem.

We also have the new Mission
padges ready, at 5 cents Bach; so
please send money with order so
[ can pay for them, also ten cents
extra for postage. We are re-
ceiving orders right along.

Presidents, urge your women to
get. their uniforms as soon as
possible. The work is coming fine

‘both with mission and league.

We will give our finaneial ‘re-
port for state money on little coat:

Pleasant Hill .....eereiriveeeenne 20
Cedar Ridge .... 10
Mt. Olive ... e B3
Macedonia ..... . .. $1.30

Monett .vvcesnvcniiienisinenns. $3.34
Jones Chapel ....icoovvervrernnenes $1.18
Pray much for us. ‘

‘We will be in Purdy for a short
meeting.

Mr. McAdams has gone to Texas
for his health, please help me
pray for him to be healed and be
back soon in the work again, for
we need him so much.

Yours for Jesus,

Lizzie McAdams.

Weatherby, Mo., March 27, 1933.

Dear Readers of the Gem:

- Well, it is about time that I was
speaking up in meeting ‘again*and
let you know some of the things
going on in this part of the coun-
try, within the bounds of the
Northwest Missouri Assoeiation.

Elder W. R. Rush is still on the
job at Santa Rosa, and is still
pastor of our Philadelphia church,
near Santa Rosa. - He is doing a
good *work for the Lord Jesus
Christ and the salvation of souls.
Philadelphia chureh where he is
pastor has ‘an evergreen Sunday
school and a fine young people’s
society that is doing fine work.

Elder E.- T. House has moved
from Santa Rosa to a farm necar
Maysville, Mo., but he is still the
pastor of three churches and God
is blessing his work, and he is
getting along fine with his ehurch
work, ' ' :

Elder C. E. Mann has moved
away from Santa Rosa to near
Greentop, Mo. where he used to

- live, .

T just got back from linlding a

"
'

few nights’ meeting with our
church at Carlow, Mo. I was sick
part of the time and the weather
was bad some of the time, but
God blessed us and in several ways
we had a good meeting, but we
had only one addition to our
church. This chureh has an ever-
green Sunday school, but they
have no pastor at present. Elder
John McKown lives near Carlow.
He preaches quite a lot at differ-
‘ent places, and God is blessing his
work, I preach one Sunday in
each month at the church where
I live.
Elder T. C. Ferguson.

ST. LOUIS MISSOURI
(First F. W, Baptist Church)
Dear Gem Readers and Friends:

After being silent. for some
time I will write again to the Gem.

Our young people’s league is
going right along, though the at-
tendance has not been as good as
it might have been, perhaps cold
weather has had something to do
with the attendance.

We have just closed a three
weeks’ revival meeting. The at-
tendanee was pretty good and

.several people were saved.

Elder Charles Miller has been
sick and has gone home with his
parents for a while to rest up.

Bro. Rudy MecDaniel has been
sick a long time and-has gone to
Sulphur Spring to Government
hospital, and we hope he will have
a speedy. recovery’ to.health and
strength.
~ Our Sunday school is on a stand’
still, we are not getting along as
well as we might, but it could be
on account of the depression.

Our people neglect to come out
at our Seventh Street Free Will
Baptist mission. Had a revival
meeting some time ago, when Bro.

George Miller of Kirksville was

down ‘and preached. They had
some wonderful meetings and sev-
cral people were saved, and our
Lord is still blessing, °

Francis ‘MeCauley.

.

What is Our Christian Experience?

First. Its a translation—'“Who
hath delivered us from the power
of darkness, and hath translated

us into the kingdom of His dear

Son’’ (Col. 1:13).
‘Who is it that would deny: the

- fact that to translate is to echange?

.
’

" When
“fvith problems

If you look on the front leaf of

your King James version of the
Bible, it will say, ‘‘This version
was translated out of the original
tongues.”” Before it could be made
applicable and usable for the great
masses of us common people it
had to be translated; it is the
same Bible all right, but it has
been wonderfully changed. So
it is with us who aré saved; we
are the same people, but ereatly
changed and made applicable and
useful to those about us and to
God. That soul unsaved is just as
deep in the darkness of sin ag 1%
the original Greek to the unlearn-
ed mind; but when that soul is
translated by God’s grace and
power he is brought out of that
dark, mysterious condition and 1is

brought into light and understand-.
-ing.

Enoech was translated, that
he should not taste death, or in

other words, he was changed n_ud
made fit for Heaven, So it is with

" {he soul of man in his experience

with God. ' ‘
Second. It is a ereation—‘For
we are lis workmanship, created

. . e
“in Christ Jesus unto good works™

(BEph. 2:10). ‘ -

" 1t takes God to create: man can
only form and reform. We find
David in the 5lst Psalm begging
God to ereate within him a clqa.n
heart and renew , a right spiri
within him. ' We also find Paul in
9 Cor. 5:17, saying, ‘‘If any man
be in Christ he is a new ereature.”’
man comes faee to face
that necessitate
and demand acts of creation he
has to say: “Alas,”” I am but a
puny man; I can’t bring some-
thing into existence out of noth-

“ing; here Lord, I commit the prob-

lem to you.”” Let.me say here
that this sin problem is one whieh
ndé carthly power will ever solve;
it demands the act of the Creator.
Third. _
“And all things are of God, who
hath reconciled us to Himse%f by
Jesus Christ”’ (2 Cor. 5:18).° And
you, that were sometime n]lena_ted
and enemies in your mind by \.v1clf;
ed works, hath le reeonciled
(Col. 1:21). C
bring together, to bring to a one-
ness, to bring to an 'ngr.eemcnt.
Before sin found its way into the

human family there was perfect

agreement between God and man;

To reconcile is to.

It is a reeconcilliation—

but sin eaused disagreement, dis-.

cord and eénfusion arose, and man
Continued on page ten
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Greentop, Mo., March 28, 1933.

Dear Editor and Gem Readers:

After a long silence I will write
4 few lines about our work here in
Northeast Missouri. . :

We have ten churches, six of
which have pastors, eight have
Sunday schools, five have mid-
week prayer meetings, that we
know of, five have mission circles,
five have young people’s leagues.
We ask the prayers of God’s peo-
ple that all these may lift up their
eyes and see the harvest that is
now -ready to harvest.

We have just closed the third
revival sinee January 1st. Bro.
Noel Turner of Indian Creek Asso-
siation has been with us and has
done most of the preaching. Bro.
Turner is a very able speaker for
a young preacher, and is well
liked in our Association. We thank
God for young men that have the
courage of Him. We have found
it a real pleasure to work with
Bro. Turner, and glad to have him
with ns. He has given a full re-

port of our meetings.

“Bro. preachers, from the re-
ports I read in the newgpapers,
it is only a few days until beer
and wine ean be purehased on
most every corner.~Come on breth-
“ren, and let us all do as the proph-
et has warned (Ezek. 33:8, 9).
Now, brethren, if there is a beer
sympathizer in our flocks, if we
will eopy after Tsaiah 58:1, we
will “/Cry alond and spare not;””
they will either clean up and get
right or get out. Peter said, “Of
a truth 1 perceive that God is no
respeeter of persons.”’ '

Brethren, pray for us.

Your hrother in Christ,
Eld. Sam Mareum.

A REPORT

[ want to report a two weeks’
“meeting [ have just closed at Loue
ITill, about fifteen miles east of
Monett, Mo.
saved: but 1 feel that the way
opened for a far greater work
Jater on.  Conditions  demanded

. 1hat we close sooner than we woul(]

have otherwise, T hope to go baek
“there later, when- 1 can stay until
1 feel the Lord says it is enough.
T ask an interest in your prayers
Eld. Chaley Fredriek,

There was only one”

say good by,

Greentop, Missouri, Mafch 20th.

I have been here in Northeast
Missouri Association siece January
1st, and have become acquainted
with some as fine people as can
be found anywhere.

The Free Will Baptist here are
very fortunate in having Klder
S. H. Marcum here in their midst,.
He is pastor of four churches and
is doing a great work. ‘

When I arrived at Greentop,
January 1, 1933, Bro. Marcum met
me and we went to the Iazel
(‘reek Union church for services.

- There T met a house full of people,

anxious for a revival meeting.
It seemed like South Missouri.
We stayed at this church until
January 17th. The roads got so
bad that the meeting stopped, but
there were eleven professions there

We then began a meeting at
New Harmony church (where the

Mo. State Association met last
fall}.  The meeting here Dbegan

January 21st, with the roads and
weather both fine, but on Monday
night, February 6th, there came
a terrible blizzard, snow and cold,
aund the thermometer dropped to
21 degrees below zero. So we had

1o more services until February .

12th. then we continued on until
the 26th. There were six profes-
sions in the meeting there,

On February 27th we -went to
visit. the Stahl Free Will Baptist
league where we enjoyed meetine
the leaguers, and talking with
them concerning their work.

On Sunday. January 29th, we
attended the Mission and League,
worker’s rally, where each gave
an interesting program. DBoth the
leagues and the missions are doing
a great work., We are praying
that they will press on and accom-
plish more yet. '

We went again to ITazel Creek
Union chureh, March 1st, for ser-
vices, which lasted until Mar. 5th.

Then we staged a battle acainst

sin and Satan  at our Sublette
church, beginning on  Monday

night, March 6th. There wé had
some wonderful servieces, and five
souls professed a hope in Christ.
We closed the meeting March 19th
Four were haptized Sunday, Mar.
hth, others are planning to be
baptized soon. ' ]
Monday night  (before T left
next day), several of us met at
Bro. John Thompson’s home to
Each of the commu-

nities where we held meetings
were represented, and every one
seemed to enjoy the musie, both
vocal and instrumental. "After the
music we all went upon our knees
in prayer, and were made to feel
God’s presence, then we assigned
the league lesson for next Sunday
night fér the New Iarmony leag-
uers, and explained the program,
as they have just begun to use
the Free Will Baptist literature.
I shall never forget the people
of Northeast Missouri Association,
nor the blessings I received while
in their midst. :
Yours for Jesus, _
Elder Noel Turner.

TO THE CHILDREN

““Remember now thy Creator in
the days of thy youth, while the
evil days come not, nor the years
draw nigh, when thou shall say, 1
have no pleasure in them’’ (Heel.
12:T). ““Be ye therefore followers
of God as dear children’ (Eph.
0:1). *“Children obey your par-
ents in the Lord, for this right:
honor thy father and /mother,
which is the first commandment
with promise, that it may be well
with thee and thou mayest live
long on the earth” (Eph, 6:1-3).
““And ye, fathers, provoke not
your children to wrath, but bring
them up in the nurture and admo-
nition of the Lord’’ (Iph. 6:4).

Surely father and mother would
not tellyou to do things that are
wrong in the sight of God, if they
do, they need to pray unto God to
restore nnto them the joy of His
salvation. The¢ Bible tells us to
shun youthful lust, and to keep

ourselves  unspotted from. the
world. We cannot do this and go

to.pienies, pie suppers, the devil’s
dances, or any other worldly
amusements, for we would be on
the devil’s ground, and not fol-
lowing Jesus, for He wont lead us
there. Ife may lead us out into 2
seeret grove to pray, if so, let us
go. I have done things, which 1
now see were wrong, but we are
supposed to grow in grace and
the knowledge of the Lord.
“When 1 was a child, T spake

as a child, T understood as a child,

I thought as a ehild, but when I
hecame a man, I put away child-
ish things’’ (1 Cor. 13:11). ‘A
wise son heareth his father’s -in-
structions, but a .seorner hearcth
not rebuke’’ (Prov. 13:1). - ““The

&t
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light of the righteous rejoiceth,
but the lamp of the wicked shall
be put out’’ (Prov.13:9). ‘“‘Cor-
rection is grievous unto him that
forsaketh the way, and he that
hateth reproof shall die: hell and
destruction are before the Lord;
how much more then the hearts
of the children of men?”’ (Prov
15:10, 11), “‘Be ye thercfore per-
fect, even as your Father which is
in heaven is perfect’’ (Matt. 5:48)
“Let us hear the conelusion of the
whole matter: fear God and keep
His commandments: for this is
the whole duty of man, for God
shall bring every work into judg-
ment with every secret thing,
whether it be good or whether it
be evil”” (Eeel. 12:13, 14). ““Cast
thy bread upon the waters, for
thou shalt find it after many
days’’ (Eeel. 11:1).
Mrs. John Ratterree.
. 8. Have we any Scripture
to condemn Christian people for
going to picnices, pie suppers and
plays of the world? Would like
to have an answer from some one
through the Gem.—Mrs. J. R.

SALVATION

By Rlder Walter E. (eorge
. .

Dear Bro. and Sister Brown and
the Gem Iamily: As 1 have just
read the last copy of the Gem, I
thought I would write a few lines
about salvation. This is a great
word and it means so much to me.
When 1 think of salvation and
what it has done for me, and what
it will still do, it makes me really
get happy by myseclf. ‘

You know, as I am not able to
work and make a living for my
wife and children as 1 once did,
it worries me, But as I read the
3ible, I thank God for His merey.
Ilow He is willing to bless when
we let Ilim have His way with us!
I know the devil can take all 1
Lave made and put me out in the
street, and he can take my health,
but he cannot take ‘my soul, be-
cause God has blotted out my sins
and I look to Him for help.

Now brethren, what is salva-
tion? What does it do? When
do we get it? Who gets it? - How
long will it last? We read in Exo.
14:13, “And Moses said to the
people, Fear not: stand still and
sce the salvation of the Liord.”
The Bible teaches me that salva-
tion is deliverance from or victory
over sin, the devil, danger and our

enemies. The Red Sea parted and
the Lord’s children went across
safely, while the enemies or sin-
ners could not cross, God sees to
that, He shuts them out. Sec Mt.
95:10, ‘“The door was shut:’’ the
door is the entrance; and if we
ever get into the sheepfold e
must go in at the door, which is
Christ, the only door (John 10:9).
It matters not to me what church
vou may belong to if you have
entered in through the door, which
is Christ, you are my brother or
sister and you can’t help it.
Salvation makes us free and
happy. ¢‘If the Son shall make
vou free, ye shall be free indeed’’
(Johu 8:36). *If ye know these
things, happy are ye if ye do
them”’ (John 13:17). Remember
good people, there is always work
for us to do first, and then the
Lord will surely do MHis part.
“‘Restore unto me the joy of thy
salvation” (Psalm 51:12). David
was a man after God’s own heart
and he surely knew there was joy
in salvation. No wonder people
get happy and shout when they
are saved: there is joy in Dbeing
made freec and a child of God.
Brethren, we ask, what is the
matter with the churches of to-
day? Some say one thing and
some another, but the thing that
I think is wrong is that people
have forgotten God; they have
backslid and have lost the joy of
salvation. 1 don’t mean that
everybody bas backslid, but that
enough people have done so, that
it has caused shipwreck of the
churches. Sometnmes we attend
revivals  and sometimes we sec
mourners at the bench praying
for God to save them, and then we
see some one go to them and say,
““Just pray on’’ or say, ‘“Why,
you are all right’” and have them
to get up and then-get them into
the chureh, and we are sure to
have trouble almost every time.we
go to our appointment, and the
trouble is, the churches are filled
up with man’s eonverts, not God’s.
Brethren, [ know that some
folks will get into the church un-
converted when we have done our
best and will cause enough trou-
ble without us trying to get a big
record to report. 1 believe in the
old time way. Jer.. 6:16  says,
“Stand ye in the ways, and ask
for old paths.”” Now the thing to
do is to get on the Way, the High
Way of Ioliness (Tsaiah 36:8),

and then let us ask for the old
path that Christ laid out for us.

Now we want people to pray
and to confess, but that is just
two things they must do. The old
way is to preach the Word, which
is Christ, with power and in the

Spirit, and let God have a c¢hanee

to work. "The Bible says in Isaiah
55:11, “My word shall not return
uuto me void, but it shall acom-
plish that which I please, and i
shall prosper whereunto 1 send
it.”” (1) Sinners must be con-
victed, know they are lost; (2)
turn from sin and quit sinning,
for God doesn’t save in sin, e
saves from sin; (3) must have
godly sorrow, for godly sorrow
worketh repentance to salvation
not to be repented of’” (2 Cor.
7:10). '

S(H)  Must eome to God; “And
him that cometh to me I will in

1o wise cast out’” (John 6:37).

(5) *“Humble yourselves in the
sight of the Lord and He shall
liftt youw up’’ (James 4:10).

(6) ‘“Whosoever calleth upon
the name of the Lord shall he sav-
ed”’ (Aects 2:21), This will bring
salvation, and all that will repent
will e delivered from sin. - "This
is salvation and it will last thru
this life and forever in the next
world, if we walk as we should

and do what God wants ug to do.

You know that we must be .fuith-
ful unto death to be saved In the
next world. (Matt. 24:13; Rev.

9:10; Rom. 11:20-21). Do you.
know when we get salvation?

Yes, 1 do, do you? If you don’t
know for yourself, you had better
repent and stay on your knees
until God blots out your sins and
comes into your life. Paul knew
when he was saved (Acts 9.:17-
18). TRead your Bibles, as space
will not permit me to write them
all.  The 120 souls at Pentecost
knew, ‘“And they were all filled
with the Holy Ghost’” (Acts 2:4).
Cornelius  kunew  (Aets 11:15).
“We know that we have passed
from death unio life because we
love the brethren’® (1 John 3:14).

Jesus is our Deliverer (Salva-
tion).. **There shall come out of
Sion the Deliverer and shall turn
away unrighteousness from Jacob’

(Rom. 11:26). “Tord, now lettest:

thou thy servant depart in peace
according to thy word, for mine
eves have seen thy salvation’’
(Luke 2:29-30). When Jesus comes
Continwed on page fourteen



’

,Pag‘e Ten

THE FREE WILL BAPTIST

GEM April, 1933

“What is Our Christian Experience?
Continued from page seven

fell from his sytematical state;
hence the need of a reconcilor to
reconcile man and God, or in other
words,, the need of an-arbitrater
‘ to arbitrate this confused -case.
» ‘ Christ was the only able and qual-

ified person to do this work., He
1 ‘does this work just as fast as He
| is ealled on with fairness to all
and partiality to none.

Fourth. It is a regeneration—

“Not by works of righteousness .

1

é

|

E which we have done, but accord-

[ ing to His mercy He saved us, by

: ‘the washing . of regeneration and

| ‘venewing of the Holy -Ghost’’

1 . 00 v

: (Titus 3:5). To generate is to put

; life within, Jesus said, “I came
that ye might have life, and that
ye might have it more abundant-
Iy.”’

|

i

T

F

The reason for the prefix
(43

re’’ in this word is this: before

the fall in Eden man was in a

state of spiritual life, or we might
1 say he was generated; so since
| the fall it takes a tregeneration.
P Re means again when attached as
i ~ & prefix to a transitive verb, and
i

!

it Is so used in Titus 3.5,

When life is placed within it
i . causes ecvidence without. Life is
b always demonstrative, TLife is al-
ways gladness. The higher the
quality of life, the greater the de-
t., monstration. There are many
‘. phases of life, but eternal life is
 the highest in quality; so the giv-
. Ing of eternal life brings the great-
“est gladness.  The quantity e
‘ receive depends on our faith, as
- Paul says, “As is your faith, so
. 'be it unto you.”’

Trifth. It is a conversion—“Ix-
cept ye be converted and become
as little children,
) enter into the kingdom of heaven?”’
Lo (Matt, 18:3).  Convert means to

- change, and David says this: *“The
law of the Lord is perfect convert-
. ing the soul:”’ 1In these words of
Jesus, the possibility of our en-
tering into the kingdom of heaven
[+ s placed  emphatieally upon the
| term convert. Nothing but the
- .saving grace of God will cause

a wan, with his sinful nature, to

become as the little pure, innocent

dependent ehild.

these we liave mentioned and far
nore, if time and space would per-
.mit us to tell. It is all and all to
the saved man. Tt is just as the
prophet said, ‘A" Rock in a weary

ye shall not.

“Our Christian experience is all

land,”” and as the kong writer
said, ‘A shelter in the time of
storm.”” It is comfort in sadness,
strength in weakness, company in
loneliness, food when we are hun-
gry, and drink when we thirst.
It keeps us in life and saves us in
death, ’

Let us hold fast the profession

of our faith without wavering,

for He is faithful that promised.
Your brother in Christ,
Winford Davis.

Is It Sin to Smoke Cigarettes?

The oceasion, the opportunity,
and my feelings co-operate ‘for
this writing. Bear with me for a
few lines, then you may call me
‘“‘Holiness,”” but remember, God
said, through his apostle, ‘‘Follow
peace . and holiness, without
which no man shall see the Lord”’
(Heb. 12:14).

Recently a young man sought
my counsel, earnestly desiring to
know, ““Is it sin to smoke cigar-
ettes?’” We may also consider
other forms of usage. Come,
Iet us reason together!:

[ have given this subjeet a fair,
impartial study, and what I have
to say is based upon chemical re-
search, experiment activities, and
upon the Bible, What I believe
isn’t worth, any more(. as far as
proof is concerned) than what any
other man believes. Facts are
facts, and when I began studying
this subject, I found that some
of my beliefs had no base, thus,
rendering them worthless, .1 am
established upon the fact that it
is sin to smoke cigarettes as well

as other forms of the habit. Bear
with me yet another line. ,
"Tobacco is a narcotic. Accord-

ing to language, narcotic is some-
thing that produces sleep or stu-

-por; suspension of feeling, insen-

sibility, inactivity. Tobacco con-
tains from 2% to 8% nicotine,
which is a colorless, fintensely
poisonous liquid, and when it is
exposed to the air, it absorbs ox-
ygen, turns brown, and ultimately
solid.' Nicotine -evolves a very
offensive and irritating odor, es-
peeially "upon an ‘application of
heat. (No wonder that a tobacco
user has an odor like a pieee of
spoiled beef). Pure nicotine does
not appear in tobacco smoke be-
cause the fire shemically changes
it to glue-form substances and

“nieotinie acids. Cigarette smokers

‘physically,

inhale these gases into the lungs,
which are especially adapted to
absorbing gases and putting them
into the blood flow. So there it
is in a nut shell., )

. Tobaceo is not essential to life,
it is not a stimulant. On the con.
trary, it is a hindrance to efficien-
¢y. Investigations earried out on
healthy men and on men effected
by ““tobacco heart’’ by Parkinson
and  Koefod (sccond edition of
Personal Hygene Applied by Dr.
Williams) show the following im-
mediate effects of cigarette ;;nok-
ing on sueh individuals:

1. Immediate effect upon the
circulatory system and upon
breathlessness of exertion was no-
ticed upon 30 smokers, each smok-
ing five cigarettes in a period of
40 minutes. 20 of these smokers
were suffering from ‘“tobaceco
heart’’ and ten were healthy men.

2. A marked effect was record-
ed in 17 of the “tobacco heart’’
patients, the three less effected
were non-inhalers, Nine of the
ten healthy men, all inhalers, were
influenced in the same fashion,
though not in the same degree.

3. The average pulse-rate among
the patients was nine beats higher
than before smoldng, in the heal-
thy men, it was six beats higher.
Blood pressure was-raised accord-
ingly.

4. These effects appeared with-
in five minutes; with the. first
cigarette they almost reached the
maximum, which was maintained
througout the smoking period.
"These observations show, that in
health, the smoking of a single
cigarette is, by no means, a pay-
1ng proposition,

IHere i the testimony of a war
correspondent, while visiting the
Italian - trenches during the last
war: ‘‘As we pushed on, all our
old sins of pipes and cigarettes
began to be expiated in our mid-
dle-aged hearts. . ... So we strug-
gled, on, the easy perspiration
bathing our- bodies. THiatt was
doing better than I, being young-
er and less guilty of cigarettes.
I eould foree myself until I eould
2o no further; would stop; would
droop over my alpenstock and
pant like a netted fish.”’

There are men who are strong
keen mentally, and
sound morally who at times use
tobaceco. If they .use it moder-
ately, they may reply to this dis-

", Continued on page thirteen
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FREE WILL BAPTIST LEAGUE

Report of Merl’s Chapel League
Cassville, Mo., March 13th.
Dear Gem Readers:

As we have not given in our
league report this year, we will
try to give a brief report.

The new officers that were
clected at the first of the year are:
President ........ Catherine Cowiek
Vice Pres, .......Bvelyn Jefferson
Secretary .......... Ruby Starnes
Quiz Leader ..
Group Captains, Tvelyn Jefferson
and Murell Cowick.

‘We had a good revival meeting
here at the Merl’s Chapel church
and it helped our league wonder-
fully. Seven (7) members joined
our league, that were converted
during the revival. L

The interest in our league has
grown quite a bit since the re-
vival. Our average attendance
before the revival was about fif-
teen (15). We have hopes of it
being more in the future, and ask

the prayers of the Christian peo--

ple, that our league might grow.
Respectfully,
Ruby Starnes, See’y.

Report of Green Grove Y.eague
. Stahl, Mo., March 7, 1933.
Dear Leaguc Workers:

On Sunday, February 26, 1933,
the people of the Free Will Bap-
?ist chureh of Green Grove organ-
ized a Young people’s league.

The . following officers were
clected:

President ............. Ruby Lawson
Vice Pres. .... Obert Montgomery

See’y-Treas. ... Kathryn Cooper
Pianist ........Mrs, Frances Goodwin
Ass’t Pianist.......Kathryn Cooper

Presidng Officer, 18ld. C. Phillips
For literature we are now using
the oly Bible, with the questions
compiled by the members. We
intend to use the Lieague literature
later on. We meet cvery Sunday
evening at 7 o’clock. )
The members are:
Ruby Lawson,
Kathryn Cooper,
Abbie Hatfield, Carol " Miller,
Kelsie Goucher, Bertic Mason,
Tueille Montgomery Emery Liaw-
son, IHarry Phillips, Obert Mont-
gomery, Laura Mason, Virginia
Richardson, Mrs. Frances Good-
win, Mrs. Grace Tawson, Mrs.
Nellie Berry, Bert Elsea, Charles

Faith Cooper,

'

...Cordelia Blalock"

Ilelen Lawson,

Phillips, Clifford Montgomery,
TLloyd Truitt.
Respectfully,

Kathryn Cooper, Sce.-Treas.

Report of Blue Eye League
Dear Editor and League Workers:
- Since the last report our league

inereased twenty-nine (29) mem-

bers, eleven (11) Juniors and
eighteen (18) Seniors, and our
Jeague work is still progressing
for the Lord. ,

The greatest question for most
of the leagues i1s how to create
interest enough to induce the older
folks to attend the programmes.

‘Something has happened in our

league work, that more are at-
tending regularly. It makes us,
as league workers, have a greater

desire to go on and try to. per-

form our duty when we have good
attendance. Our desire now is to
try to keep the interest’among the
older folks as well as the younger
ones. A, group captain gave &
short play among the Juniors of
her group a few Sunday nights
ago that was interesting and really
worth while and everyone seemed
to enjoy it. We have a gronp -of
Juniors we are really proud of.
We ask the prayers of the league
worleers, as well as the Christian
people, that the progress of our
league during the year 1933 will

be greater than ever before.
’ Lenna Butler.

THE LIFE OF PAUL

By Mrs, I. B. Leonard
Saul was a Jew, born in Tarsus
a city'in Cilicia, but placed under
the care of Gamaliel, one of the
most” highly educated instructors
of his time. Saul had read from
the best Greek writers, . as his
style of writing and quotations
readily prove. He not only spoke

the, Hebrew, language and its pre-
vailing dialects, but also Greek

and Latin.

Christianity and its doctrine
was ‘in direet opposition to the
teachings of the Greecian, Roman
and Jewish instruetors: it exposed
the absurdity of the Grecian and
Roman superstition and idolatry.
But Saul being instructed from
his youth up to belicve in what
the great teachers of time had

"taught him, That salvation was

only for the Jews; therefore, Saul
was fully determined to totally
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destroy the infant churech of
Christ, such at this time was the
heart and mind of Saul of Tarsus,

But God had a great work for
Saul, as he was called in Iebrew,
but Paul.in Greek. So while e
was so intent on destroying ‘every
vestige of Christ’s ‘teachings he
was stricken down and made blind
Ilcaring the commands of .Jesus,
he realized how. great was liw
offence  against the children of
God. After he had been instrue-
ted by Ananias his whole being
was changed and a new life’s
work set before him, Paul, as he
is now called, lived long after his
conversion and saw Christianity
and its influence from every point
of view. v

The result was, he counted all
things dross and was willing to
suffer any danger and hardship

"to defend the eause of Christ,

AVorthington, Missouri.

Intoxicating Liquor in the
Home and Community

An old negro Baptist, who was
an ardent prohibitionist, related

tlie following incident to me 1n

explanation  of why he was 80
mueh  ‘opposed  to intoxicating
liquor: ‘

“You see, Mr. Doughty, it was
this way. We used to make some
wine and keep it in the house, we
did. We took a little drink when
we didn’t feel very well, we did.
When my boy, Frank, was a little
feller we always took him’to Sun-
day sehool and chureh. He gof
to wanting to go home after Sun-

‘ : S
day school and we wondered why?

One Sunday we went home after
chureh and found Frank sitting
in a chair i a drunken “sleep,
with. a bottle of wine in his lap.
We knew then why Frank would, -
not stay for chureh, but he taught
us a lesson.. We never kept any
more wine about the house.”’

Our old Tamily doctor, through
my entire childhood, never, would
preseribe whisky as medicine, and
gave his reason. When. he was @
voung doctor, he preseribed whis-
ky for a man who did not know
the taste of liquor and cansed him-
to bhecome a- drunkard. After
that the doetor would rather lose
a patient than to causc l‘nm to .
form the drink habit. This doc-
tor believed in abstaining from the

very appearance of evil. TIe had

Continwed on page thirteen
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Lemens—Aliss  Gertrude Stine
was born in Bucklin, Missouri,
December 31, 1899, moved to Ben-
ton County, Ark. carly in life.

She departed this life  March
19, 19383, at the age of 83 years,
two months and 21 days. '

She was: married to Lester
Lemons, May 28, 1918, To this
union five children were bormn.

She was converted in the Me-
Adams meeting in Earlsboro, in
Liecember, 1930, and united with
the I'ree Will Baptist chureh of
Earlsboro.

She leaves to mourn her loss
her husband, lLester Lemons a
deacon of the same church, two
sons and one daughter, the daugh-
ter ‘and one son arc members of
the same church, her mother, Mrs,
Stine of Sulphur Springs, Ark.,
three brothers, one of Rogers,
Ark,, one of Miami, Okla., one of
Kansas City, Kans, and besides
these a host of friends.

 Iuneral serviees were econdueted
by her pastor in her home church,
after which ler body was earried
to the Rest Haven cemetery,
where depesit was made to await
the resurrection,

Bro. Lemons works for the
Magnolia Oil Co. and if you had
been there, you would not have
asked if he was known and loved
by the oil people, for they were
all .there, or nearly so.

Bro. Lemons, in your lonely
hours, remember that God does all
things for the best and remember
too, we are praying for you.

' Your Pastor,

Snider—NMr. Snider departed
this lite Marveh 2, 1933, at the age
of 73 years, ’ '

Funeral services were conducted
at Rose Hill cemetery by Elder
Melvin Bingham. ’

Langston—Luey Ann Langston
was born in Fulton County, Ark.,
April 18, 1857, and departed this
life February 22, 19338, at the age
of 76 vears, ten months and four
days. !

She is survived by three daugh-’

ters.and two sons, several grand-
- ehildren and great-grandcehildren,
aud a host of friends.

She was converted at the age
of fourteen years, and united with
the Free Will Baptist chureh and

'

remained faithful until death.
Our loss is heaven’s gain,
Iuneral services were condueted
at Gordon Barnes Funeral Iome
by Melvin Bingham,

Barnett—Amna Barnett was
born at Iasm Mill, Alabama, Aug.
10, 1868,. and departed this life
October 14, 1932, at the age of 64
Years, two months and four days.

She was married to Joe Barnett
in 1883. Mo this union was born
three children, he having passed
on 36 years previous to her death.

Surviving her are two sons and
one daughter, William Barnett,
Claud Barnett and Emma Lashley,
all of Tulsa, Okla., four sisters,
twelve grandchildren, three great
grandehildren, and a host of
friends.

She was converted in early life
and united with the IFree Will
Baptist chureh and remained a
Irree Will Baptist until her death.

Funeral services were conducted
at Tulsa Free Will Baptist echurch
by I8lder, Melvin Bingham.

Ifantz—1.0is Arlene Nantz de-
parted this life November 5, 1932,
at the age of nine months,

Surviving are father and moth-
er, two sisters, one Dbrother, and
other relatives.

Funeral services were held at
Gordon Barnes Funeral Home by
Ilder Melvin Bingham,

Chase—Iivert Chase was born
July 19, 1899, departed this life
January 13, 1933,

Swrviving  are his wife, Mrs.
Tessie Chase, one daughter, Anna
Mae, two sons, Charles Joe and
Thowas Evert, Jr., and other rel-
atives and friends.

Funeral services were held at
Tulsa Undertaking  Company by
Elder Melvin Bingham.

Joint Funeral .

This was a double funeral of a
mother and daughter, killed in
an automobile wreek, Both were
preachers’ wives, and both were

members of the Free Will Baptist

church of Tulsa.

Funerals were conduected near
Pawnee, Oklahoma by Eld. Melvin
Binghan,

Dunn—Anna Dunn, wife of D,
L. Dunn, 54 years old, home Tulsa,
705% N., Christian 28 years.

Leaves. four daughters: Mrs.

Lffic Kinnett, Mrs. Lee Webster,
Miss Totline Dunn, Mrs. Mary
Johnston, three sons-in-law, five
grandchildren. -

Miller—Mvs. Ethel Miller, wife
of Ruffus Miller, 26 yecars old,
Christian sixteen years,

Leaves  Dbesides husband, two
children : Orvetta Joe, eight years
old, IPrances Ann, three years old,
and four sisters. '

Holder—mily Holder was born
April 29, 1902, and departed this
lite December 19, 1982, at the age
of thirty years.

Surviving are her husband, Cal-
vin Iolder, one daughter, Bernice,
two sons, her mother, two sisters,
oue brother, and many other rel-
atives and friends.

She was a member of Tulsa Free
Will Baptist church,

Funeral service was conducted
by Elder Melvin Bingham.

Harder—George Lewis Harder
was born December 5, 19382, and
départed this life January 30,
1933, leaving his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Lee Iarder,, two Dbrothers
and one sister, grand parents, and
many relatives and friends to
nmourn his passing.

A precious one
given: he budded
bloom in heaven,

Ifuneral services were held as
Tulsa Undertaking Company by
Iilder Melvin Bingham.

by God was
on carth to

Stokes—Lewis Oren Stokes was
born Maveh 4, 1912, and departed
this life April 26, 1932, being 20
Years, one month and twenty-two
days old. ;

He leaves to mourn his depart-
tre father and mother, Mr. and
Mrs. Josh Stokes, five brothers:
Walter, O—— Alpha of the home
address, livert of Mavshfield, Clar-
ence of Detroit, Mich., one sister,
Mrs. Org Thome also of the home

address, and a host of other rela- .

tives and friends.

Lewis gave his life to Jesus
about five weeks before his death
and was happy and said he was
ready to go when the Lord ealled
him, © Ile prayed and-said he
wanted to die until the last. Just
a few days before his death he
called*his father to his bedside
and asked him  if he could see
Jesus,  He said, ‘T see TIim and
e is coming for me before long.”’
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e Was Joving, kind and patient
1L sprough his sickness and he
2uﬂ’crcd so mueh and said he

wunted to go home to God.

Let u8 pot think of dear Lewis as dead,
But just moved to a wonderful place,
To wait for his own dear ones to come
And again fold him in their embrace.

while we linger so lonely here,

t would not recall,

He's waiting at heaven’s gate so near,
To welcome us, one and all.

And

rhe fune ral sermon was preach-
od by Elders Widd MieClanahan
of Grove Spring and Selph Jones
of Mansfield. '

py Mr. and Mrs, T. J. Stokes.

Blalock—Arthur Leon Blalock,
son 0f Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Blaloek,
was born August 12, 1930, and
departed this life March 8, 1933,
at the age of two years, six months
and twenty-four days. !

e is survived by father and
mother, one brother, Raymond,
and three sisters: Cordelia, Corene
and Virginia, He also has many
relatives and friends.

After twenty-four days of suff-

‘ering, he passed away at the Stella |

hospital, where he had been oper-
ated on for abeess of the lungs,
caused from pneumonia, e was
there only five days.

e had always lived necar Cass-
ville, Missouri.

Leon loved cverybody he met,
and was loved by all who knew
him. !

‘Although  he was young and
small, he loved to talk about Jesus
and carry the Bible and go to
Sunday school and church, .

Our hearts are sad because of
his going, but we know that he is

in a land of peace and rest where

there is no sickness.

B - . e
Funeral services were condueted

by Elder Winford Davis and Elder
Johnnie Swaffar. Afterwards the
body was laid to rest in the Sparks
cemetery, Mareh 9, 1933.

~The Family.

Paul—Mary Toraine Rollins
>aul, daughter of Mrs. Rollins and
the late John Rollins, was born
January 10, 1907, and departed
this life March 17, 1933, at the age
of 26 years, two months and seven
days. - : “

She was married, July 17, 1926,
to Nelson Paul, who preceded her

in the ordeal of death five years.
Her father, three brothers and one
sister have also out-stripped all
earth-bound ties and are gone out
into the great Eternity of God.

She leaves to mourn her passing
two children: a son, Lowell Victor
and a daughter, Maryleen Ruth,
her mother, three sisters and seven
brothers, all at home,

She was a member of Macedonia
Free Will Baptist church. '

““God is not slack concerning
1Iis promises . . . but is longsuf-'
fering to us-ward, mnot iilling

‘that any should perish, but that

all come to repentance.”’

Loraine lived’ a hazardous life,
but she fully repented, and was
enabled by the grace of God to
smile as she never smiled in the
act of closing her eyes in death,
as if to say with the prophet of
old, ‘O death, where is thy sting?
O grave, where is thy victory?”’

She bore her suffering patiently,
knowing full-well that Christ is.
the Qiver of Kternal Life. We,
the living, eommend her body to
the dust from whence it came, as
the soul has gone to God who
gave it.

Funeral serviece was conducted
by Elders Winford Davis and
John Swaffar, at the Mecthodist
church in Purdy, the body was
laid to rest in the Purdy cemetery.
" Written by Elder John Rollins.

)

Intoxicating Liquor in the -
Home and Community
Continued from page eleven
a suceessful practice until he was
over eighty years old and was a
power for good in the church and
community. : .

I have asked quite.a number of
doctors '~ and ' graduate veterina-
rians the following guestion: Are
there not other stimulants that are
‘as good or better than whisky?
Without excéption they all an-
swered, ‘‘Yes,”’ .

Is it not better to use other
medicines rather than an infox-

* icant that may ruin soul and body?

I remember when I was a lad
I was out at work with my father
one ‘day and a man rode up and
handed my father a saloon license

“and asked him to sign. My father

replied: ‘“No, I will not sign-it.
If all men were like me there
would be no saloons.’”’ The man

said: “How could that be?” My

father replied: ““We would starve .

the saloons out.”” The man said:
“That will do it.”’

Let us hope and pray that cach
one who reads this will do his or
her part to starve out the liquor
business and ereate a publie opin-
ion against it.

Billy Sunday the great evangel-
ist says: “It takes two to make
a bootlegger, The man who makes
the booze, and * the man who
drinks it.”’

\

J. M. Doughty.

Is It Sin to Smoke Cigarettes?
Continued from page ten
i —

course by saying, ‘“‘Smoking does
not hurt me.”” In the report of
the experiment, one out of the 30
had no perceptible harm recorded.
It is true that the use of tobacco
torms a habit that tends to'in-
crease the amount of tobacco used
This is the special danger of cigar-
ette smoking. ‘“Whosoever com-
mitteth sin is the servant of sin’
(John 8:34).  All athletes who
scek to excel in sports, do not use
tobaceo. Will not the same apply
to the one who seeks to glorify
tod in his body more perfeetly?

“\What? know ye not that your
body is the temple of-the 1loly
({host which is in you, whieh ye

have of God, and ye are not your.

own? for ve are bought with a
price: therefore GLORIFY GOD
IN YOUR BODY .and, in your
SPIRIT,
(1 Cor. 6:19, 20). When men will-
fully decrease their physieal and
mental efficiency by the use of
tobacco, thereby rendering them-
selves unable to give their best to
the Master, and fail to glorify
God, to them it is sin. God has
established physical laws  whose
benefits we shall enjoy if-we eon-

form to them; and which cannoi

be violated with impunity. Doubt-
less much of the physical suffering
disease, and premature deaths ex-

perienced, comes in consequence

of the conduet of the individual

-sufferers—the natzura1’001150(111(31{01‘

of their mistakes or sins—the vio-
lation of physical laws.
an important fact and shounld be
duly considered. Still, nothing
that we can do will preserve us
from the evils incident to our con-
dition or avert the stroke of death.

Smoking is expensive; nmen are
robbing God to buy tobaeca.. God

WILICIT ARE GOD’S’"

This 1s
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said, ““Ye are cursed with a curse
because ye have robbed me’” (Mal.
3:9). God said through Paul, “*If
meat make my brother to offend,
I will cat no meat as long as the
world standeth, lest I make my
brother to offend’” The young
man that questioned me said, ‘1
know some young 'preachers who
smoke cigarettes.””  Listen to me,
brother ministers, God said, ‘Take
heed lest by any means this lib-

erty of yours beeome a stumbling

block ‘to, them that are weak.
For if any man see thee which hast
knowledge sit at meat in the idol’s
temple, shall not the conscience
of him whiel is weak be embold-
ened to eat those things which are
offered to idols; and through thy
knowledge shall the weak brother
perish, for whom Christ died?
But when ye sin so against the
brethren, and wound their weal
conselenee, ye sin against Christ’’
(1 Cor. 8:9-12). <1y jg good
neither to eat flesh, nor to drink
wine, (nor to ise tobacco), nor

anything whereby thy brother
stumbleth, or is offended, or is’

made weak., MHath thoy faith....
he that doubteth is damned if he

_eat, because he eateth not of faith;

for whatsoever is not of faith is
sin”’ (Romans 14:21.23). .
Who is it that uses tobacco in
faith?  Who is it but that first
began to use tobaceo beeause lLd
saw some “big guy” using it and
thought it ““looked big,”” and hav-
ing a weak conscience was ‘‘em-
holdened to eat of the meat offered
to idols?”” ““What agreement hath
the temple of God  with idols?
Ifor ye are the temple of the living
God . . .. wherefore come out
from awmong them, and be ye sep-
arate, saith the Lord’? (2 Cor. 6

16, 17).

I have written enough, I have
proved my point.

May God bless the Gem and all
who read it, that ““ye may give
the more earnest heed to the things
which ve have heard, lest at any
time ye should let them slip.”’
J. B. Rollins, Purdy, Missouri.

SIN .
Dy Ruby Starnes, Cassville, Mo.

1]

Some people are asking, “What
is Sin®’" Sin is the darkest word
in the English language, for he
that abideth in sin is in darkness.

“The fact that there.is sin in the

.not one’ (Rom. 3:10).

world is being made light of. by
lots of people. They say there is
no evil, they deny that sin is in
the world. But that it is just a
shadow of the good, it is a vac-
uum ready to be filled with. good.
Ignore the vacuum and it will drop
out of our life.

We know that God’s word is
very clear that the natural man
is in a sinful or fallen state. It
says, ‘‘There is none righteous, no
““All have
sinned and come short of the glory
of God” (lom. 3:23). “If we say
that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in
us’’ (1 John 1:10).

We know that Satan is always
questioning  God’s  Word. e
comes in tlie form of man today.
IHe can quote the Seriptures right,
or he can quote them and leave
out part. In this way he gets peo-
ple to believing his way. Ile usu-
ally gets them to Delieving that
there is no sin.  If there is no such
thing as sin, then there is no need
for the Savior or of a new birth.
The atonement is superfluous and
Jesus is merely an example for us
to follow in our gradual process
of evolution upward. )

That cuts the heart out of the
Gospel and leaves only a system of
morality, which can ecasily frater-
nize with Buddhism, Confusion-
ism and Mohammedanism., That
is just where the modern Christi-
anity is drifting to right now.

It is a human weakuess to de-
ceive themselves, they want to be-
lieve they are better than they
really are. They want to follow
something that they think is ecas-
ier; but in reality iy harder, if
their conscience gets to hurting
them, which it will at first. In

believing that the way of the devil
-is easicr, they think they are wise.

They will be turned to fools. In
Proverbs it says that ““Fools make
a mock of sin.”” TIn the end the
tables will be turned and sin will
malke a mocek of the ones that have
been foolish enough to be deceiv-
ed by it,

What is this thing which is so
lightly denied and yot is so deadly
that it ends in destruetion? We
are told that ““Sin is the trans-
gression of the law’’ (1.John 5:7),
It is also said that “Whatsoever
is not of faith is sin’’ (Rom. 14:
23), and ““I'o him that knoweth
to do good, and doeth it not, to
him it is sin”? (James 4:17).

’

‘people would

According
unbelief is as muel 4 sin as th?
breaking of tle law. It e neg”
]gct our duty, that ig as much @
sin as committiug an ynriehteou?
(}ecd. \\t}mtever ulienatt,jes me
irpm God is sin; disobedience does
this; lack of faith does this ; hrealk
ing .of the law does it. ’Onc 15
s Just as mueh gg the other.

The barrier of Sin which shuts

me out from the DPresence of God
and 1t cannot be pagseq except by
Ips forgiveness, T¢ we confess our
sins, He is faithful anq just to for-
SIVe us our sing; and to cleanse us
tfrom all um'ig"hte()usnoss.
. (;‘fod Is too pure to look upon in-
lquity.  If our stubborn wills re-
iuse. to bend to the conditions of
(:on%cssmg' our guilt and aeknowl-
edging our Stus, we must continue
to stuy.outsi(’{e of God’s floels, with
& countinnal looking  forward to
Judgment. We droaq this judg-
ment, but we know it is coming.

—
SALVATION

Continued from, Dage cight
into our lives we are made new
creatures; old things pass away,
and all things become new ; we
become babes in Christ and should
grow. Read 2 Potep 3:18, how to
grow, and 2 Peter firgt chapter.
Now if we would do that the
churches would be bettep off, and
not make another
altar and ask us to come and pray
for a second work of grace, be-
cause we would know that Jesus
is real In us. Dut here is the trou-
ble in many a case aftor conver
sion; it seems that the devil 1s
dead and we want to do some-
thing for our Savior; and we start
off like this: We try to pray at
church, we testify for Jesus, “and
we ereet an altar soniewhere, we
offer thanks at the table, and we
love everybody In the worid, Now
that is what it takes to be a real
Christian, and to please the Lord.
While we do this the old devil is
grieved and is setting traps to try
and trap us; and he watehes every
move we make; if we halt, here
hie comes. And on p ayer meeting
night he says, “Don’t testify to-
night, for you speak just like you
and So, and you may say some-
should or like Bro. or Sister So
thing you ought not to say, and

somebody will make fun of you.
To be continued

to these statement”
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WHAT CAN BE DONE?
(Continued from page 2)

somewhere that hinders, but where
and what is it? .

Of course, once in a while, some
one has a vision and a work for
God is accomplished. ~ A church
or a Iree Will Baptist league is
organized, or some of our minis-
ters report a revival meeting with
a number of souls saved, ete.—all
that is fine, but is that as far as
the vision goes?

Now, 1 fully believe that at
least a few have a broader vision
than that. “‘“Just look at the Free
Will Baptist churches we have,”’
is what a lot of people will say,
but let’s look again and sce how
many pliaces we find where we do
not have a Iree 'Will Baptist
church, neither has any other de-
nomination. There are thousands
of people in the state of Missouri
and only a small per cent of them
are Free Will Baptist, and a large
per cent have no dealings with
any - church.

Here is where we need ministers
not only to see the vision of such
a great work, but who will go and
help spread the Gospel.

No longer does it scem strange
or cven unusual to hear of another
starting out to preach, yet. when
God really. calls some one to go
preach, we all rejoice and feel
that God has sent another laborer
into the vineyard, but why do all
want to work on the same row, or
where it is easier?

When the husbandman sends
forth his hired men to gather the
grapes, each one must - take his
own - row, or perhaps two may
work on one row. In this way all
the fruit is taken care of, but what
would happen if all would say,
“T don’t feel that T can go anv
farther than the first few vines,’’
and all of them would stay close
to the first few vines, gather the
{ruit, then sit down to wait for
mcre fruit to ripen? Ivery one
would call them foolish, and so
they would be.

Now, listen to what ['m saying,
We, as ministers, have been doing
just that, floecking to the ehurches

near home for a few nights’ meet-

ing, then back home to wait until
next time, instead of reaching out
1o places where souls ave dyine
without God, spreading the gospel.

What is the cause of all this?
I am persuanded to believe that

THE FREE WILL BAPTIST

there are two reasons for it all:

First. There are too many
preachers who arve thinking more
of their farms, homes, business,
cte., than they do of walking with
God; therefore they fail to get
the VISION. :

Second. There are some who,
no doubt, do have the vision, but
those who could and should make
it possible for them to go fail to
do their part in supporting them
with their finanece, ecte. ]

There are Free Will Baptist
church members (I mean individ-
uals) who alone could pay off the
rest of the linotype debt, buy two
or three big tents for the state
evangelists, pay them a salary
large enough to keep them, and
yet the amount would make very
little impression on their wealth,
yet if you mention money to them
they get nervous and uneasy. If
they give anything it is fifty cents
or a dollar and _then complain
about it ever afterward. Yet if
that same Free Will DBaptist
church member wants a new auto-
n obile or an extra forty acres of
land, he can always make arrange-
ments to get the_necessary cash.

And this, T say, is one of the
reasons why our denomination is
not what it should be (If you are
satisfied, there is something wrong
with you). There should be sev-
eral times as many chuvches as
there are, but how can there be
until something is done?

Of course you say, ‘“Go by faith.”
That is fine, if we can have faith
enough in God, but surely you do
not expeet us to have much faith
in the man or woman who is guilty
of doing such things. :

How can God’s eause spread
when Satan himself comes in the
form of a few old tight fisted
chureh members, who wont "get
into the work and share the bur-
dens with the few who are willing?
I say sueh people are a hindrance
to the chureh, rather than a help.
Yes, God’s cause will stand, but
will it advance unless His servants
work? Now, wake up, you who
are asleep, get to work and share
the responsibility of spreading the
1ospel.

It you think this has been writ-,
{en too plain, then you are the
very one I’'m talking to; so just
consider these seriptures for your

“own good and the good of our he- .

loved denomination,
““As the partridge sitteth on

eges and hatcheth them not; so
he that getteth riches and not by
right, shall leave them in the midst
of his days, and at his end shall
be a tool”” (Jer. 17:11).

““And again 1 say unto you, It
is easier for a eamel to go through
the eye of a needle than fpr a rich
man to enter into the kingdom of
Yo’ (Matt. 19:247%).

* ““(o to now, ye rich men, weep
and howl for your miseries that
shall come upon you’” (James 5:1)

There’s a great work to be done.
will we do it, or let it go undone?

Let us strengthen our hands
for this great work. If we have
the vision, let’s rise up and build :
it'we dan’t have the vision, then
et closer to God, close . enough
that vou will not only have the
visi()nm, but will be willing to make
the necessary sacrifice too.

DAMASCUS
By Mrs. 1. D. L(?()?I(l?‘(l

Damasecus was once the metrop-
olis of all Syria. It is located
about fifty imiles from the Medi-
terrancan Sea, from which 1t 18
separated by lofty mountas.
The river Amara runs through it.
It ix one hundred and twelve
niles south of Antioch, one hun-
dred and thirty miles northeast of
Jerusalem. It is one of the most
ancient cities in the world. Tt was
spoken of in Abr _ , 1
{wo thousand years before Christ.
Damaseus is a place of consider-
able trade, Dbeing the stoppnw:
place of all the pilgrims {from the
novrth of Asia, on theit way to :m.(!
from the temple of Mecea. It 1s
surrounded by a strong wal! that
has nine gates. The inlml,)}tn‘lilt‘s
are principally Arabs and 11‘11’ <5,
with some Christians, It lli.IS ])ﬂSS:
ed through the hands of mzl.n.\]
masters, and has been caplured
and ruined and rebuilt many 3
Tn Paul’s time it was puled by
father had been

Avetas, whose
wovernor of it under Augustus.

The fruit tree called the fl)nmuzoll
and the flower called the I)zm,mslx
rose were first transplanted from
Damaseus to the - gavdens .01
Furope. Damaseus is a mzu.m.tuf':
turine eity. as the finest of silks
and linens known as ])z}maskﬁ
were first woven by the inhabi-
tants of this ancient eity.
FWorthington, Missourt,

ahan 's time, near .

times -
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_ ) LI:_F'E
By  Cinda Hutsell, MUn. Grove, Mo,

Are you living for, Jesus
"Each day of your life, -
Are you battling for Him
Through sunshine or strife?

Are you saying to the Spirit,
“Come into my heart,”

Or’ saying to the Spirit,
“From me now depart?”’

“Are you heceding God’s word
‘ Through His message of love,
' And preparing to meet Him
In that homeland above?

.Or are you, my friend,
‘Trampling mercies untold,

And going on to destruction
With a sin blotted soul?

Are you tryirig lo serve Jesus
- And Satan ‘as well?
Heaven is not the home
i+ Where such people will dwell.

One must either Serve God

Fropx whom nll,hlesgings,flow,
Or go down to lell

Where there’s misery and woe.

THE UNANSWERED LETTER

i . Contributed by Mrs. Lina Clazton

. The mailman comes, anq the mail-
R man goes,
: . The postman passes by;
) And someone else ig supplied I suppose,
. o And we wondep why?

, Today no letter, and tonight
A silence hard to bear,
We wonder if they cannot write,
Or simply do not care! !

"T'he little. note is laid away,
The letter put aside,

Yet someone hoped to. hear today,
An answering voice denied..

You ‘may be busy, well we know,

) So ‘many things you’re at,

You may he busy-—are you, though,
As busy as all that?

When friends are -tar apart!
How much a word of yours may mean,
To cheer some ahsent heart!

The roge unwatered droops and dies,
. Yes, dies in some sad hour;
" The letter that unanswered lies,
- Is love's unanswered flower.
' “Author. unknown,

J

‘and the Ordination and

"Oh,; keep the tree of friendship green,

REMEMBER

" That the Gem office is well pre-
pared to do your job printing.
That we do minute work in first
class shape, and want your work.
That we print letterheads, en-
velopes, cards, circulars, posters,
and most anything that you may
want printed, and the price is as
low as you can get anywhere.
Ask us for samples of any work
you want done, and get our prices
We will appreciate your work and
need it. 1f we can do your work
cheaper than you can get it done
elsewhere, we will both be ahead;
so don’t fail to REMEMBER us.

Blanks
Ministers’ Ordination blanks, 10¢
Ministers’ License blanks, ........10¢

Deacons’ Ordination blanks,......10¢
Evangelists’ Cert. of Election, 10¢

Letter fromen Chureh to a Q. M.,
Y. M. or Association. Letter from
a Y. M. or Association to State
Assoviation or General Co-oper-
ative Association, 5e ea.; 6 for 25¢.

All these blanks are 8l4x11 in,
License
blanks are suitable for framing.
All sent postpaid at prices quoted.

'

The Treatise of the [aith and
Usages of the Free Will Baptist:
1 to & copies  at 25 cents each
6 to 12 copies at 20 cents each
12 or more. copies for - resale,

PEr AOZEN wevviivvreeernrnrvensseresseees $2.00

We pay the postage

Butler-Dunn Theology

The Butler-Dunn Systematic .

Theology, the standard book on
Free Will Baptist faith and doe-
trine, is now reprinted, and every
miiister and Christian worker
should have a copy. This is an
important book in the SCHOOL
OF THE BIBLE, conducted by
Kld. John H. Wolfe.
and Christian workers, wishing to
vetter prepare themselves for
Christian work, should have this
book, and should take the corre-
.spondenee course offered by the
““School of the Bible.”’ '

The book is well bound; has 476

pages, at $2.00 postpaid. .
“Send orders to the . W, B.
Gem, Purdy, Missouri or to®Eld.

—John TI. Wolfe, Pawnee City, Neb

*Single subs for 1

*WOIL,

Minmsters ",

- SUBSCRIPTION

PRICES REDUCED
) :

After carefully and prayerfully
considering the matter, we have
decided to reduce the subserip-

-tion of the Gem.

The new prices are to be per-
manent, and we will pe disap-
pointed if we don’t receive more
subscriptions at these lower rates
than we have at the old rate.

The new prices do not include
anything for the linotype fund;
but all who can and will, are ur"ed,
to add ‘something to the amofmt
sent for subseription for the
linotype fund. The linotype be-
longs to the Free Wil Baptist
of Missouri. If you are one of

“them, it is your machine and it is

your duty to -help pay it out.of
debt.. Every cent you send more
than is required for the subserip-

tions you send in will be applied
on OUR linotype.
The - price of the Gem from

now on will be as follows:
year, 75¢ ecach.
2. to 4 subs for 1 year, 70c¢ each,
to 8 subs for 1 year, 60c each.
or more yearly subs at 50c cach,
6 month subs in any clags at hal f
the yearly rate plus be cach.
It ought'to be casy to get up
clubs at these prices, and we hope
many will send in eclub orders.

e

. We know that the depression is

still on, but -there’s hardly a
church that can’t get up a club
of 5 or a club of 10, if a real effort
is made. 1If you think you can’t,
you will probably fail: ,if you
think you can, the battle’s half -

Just decide that your church
or community can make up a
club of 9 or more subs at 50¢ cach
and just a little time and effort
will win.

Brother pastor, do your church
a good turn by getting 9 or more
of them to take the Gem at 50e

-per year: it will help our cause.

Sample eopies on request.

‘

A NEW BOOK:

" Falling From Grace
or the Therory of the

" Impossibility of Apostasy Exposed

By Eld. A. B, Talbert .
Price: 10e¢ cach, 15 for $1.00.
40% Commission to Agents
Send orders to Eld: A. B. Talbert,

Sand Springs, Oklahoma




