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of Bethlehem, How silently, how silently
How still we see thee lie! The wondrous gift is giv'n!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His Heav'n.
No ear may hear His coming;

O little town

The silent stars go by;

Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light; But in this world of sin,

The hopes and fears of all the years Where meek souls will receive
Him still,

Are met in thee to-night.
The dear Christ enters in.

For Christ is born of Mary; O holy Child of Bethlehem,
; And gathered all above, Desgcend to us, we pray;
| While mortals sleep, the angels keep Cast out our sin and and enter in,
Their watch of wond'ring love. —Be born in us today.
| O morning stars, together We hear the Christmas angels
| ,‘ Proclaim the holy birth, The great glad tidings tell,—
1 And praises sing to God the King, O come to us, abide with us,
|

And peace to men on earth. Our Lord Emmanuel.
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" we have this day as a holiday?

given to the child that was born of the Virgin Mary.

First, let us notice that there was something very unus-
ual about the birth of the child, it had been foretold by
prepheey (Gen. 3:15; Psalm 72:17; also Isaiah 40:5).
Also the angel appeared unto Mary, telling her that she
should “bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus.”

This was no ordinary birth, but a miracle by God had
heen performed, that men might know that this ehild,
“Jesgus,” was the begotten Son of God. .

Jesus is the personal name that was given to this little
son that was born to Mary (Matt, 1:21), He should be
known by other names, as Savior, “Because he should save
his people from their sins.” “For the Son oi God iy come
to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10).

He came to be the Restorer of human nature and the
procuring cause of eternal bliss to sinners. Jesus also
means salvation, He is God’s instrument to save,

“For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn
the world; but that the world through him might be saved”
(John 3:17). ;

The name Christ is His title. When His Messiahship
became rccognized, *“Christ” was used as His personal
designation; so in the epistles “Christ” implies His con-
gecration and qualification, viz., by His unction and His
anointing of the Holy Ghost.

“Emmanuel, which bheing interpreted is, God with us”
(Matt, 1:23).

As we think aboul Christmas, do we really consider why
U'm afraid there arce many
peonle in the world today who do not really know about
the first Christinas and the Gift that was so precious that
God gave to humanity, Jesus our Lord and Savior, the Son
of God, Jesus our sin DBearer.

“So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many,;
and unto them that look for him shall he appear the
second time without sin unto salvation” (Heb. 9:28).

Jesus became our burden Bearer (Isa. 53:4), and the

“giver of eternal lifo (John 3:15).

Jesus is the Keeper of our never-dying souls, the Hearer
of our prayers, the Chastener who can turn our crosses
into crowns; and Jesus is the Wonder Worker who changes
us in to eternal ltikeness unto Himself

The birth of our Lerd and Savior was gladly welcomed
by these that were looking for His coming, and believed
the promises given by (God's prophets.

As we think of the rejoicing of the saints of Qod at the
birth of Jesus, we are looking forward to His second com-
ing, whicl will be with greater rejoicing by the saints
of God; for we shall be with Him throughout all eternity.

Pulling Together

Two old mules, now get this dope, were tied together with
a piece of rope

Said one to the other, “You come my way while I iake a
nibble of tliis new-mown hay.”

“I won't,” said the other, “you come with me, for, I too,
have some hay you see.”

So they got nowhere, just pawed up dirt and how,
old rope did hurt!

Then they faced about, those stubborn mules,.and said
“We're just too much like human fools.

Let’s pull together, I'll go your way, then come with me
and we'll both eat hay.”

Well, they ate their hay, and liked it too, and swore to be
comrades good and true.

As the sun went down they were heard,to say, ‘“Al, this
is the end of a perfect day—

We must pull tegether——'tis the only way.” —=S8elccted.

how that
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Our Wonderful Bible

By the Editor

b

Continued from last issue

Before leaving Tirst Kings
should read chapters 17 to 22. Read
about Elijah the Tishbite, the man
who knew “the Lord God of Israel,
before whom I stand:” how he stood
before king Ahab; how he was fed at
the brook Cherith; how he was mirac-
wulously kept at Zarephath for three
and one-half years; his great victo.y
at Carmel, " hig prayer for rain, his
fiight from Jezebel to the mountain of
God, how God by a still small voice
commissioned him to perform certain
important missions, how he dealt with
the house of Ahab, etc.

you

Then Second IKings, chapter one
tells of Elijal’s experience with Aha-
ziah king of Israel, and shows how
costly irreverence toward God may
prove to be. Aliaziah's irreverence
cost the lives of 100 men, and availed
nothing good ior the faithless king.
Chapter two gives a record of the
last acts of Elijah’s life on earth; how
he and Elisha went from Gilgal to
Bethel, from DBethel to Jericho, and
from Jericho to Jordan, where Elijah
was taken up in a whirlwind, and a
double portion of his spirit fell on
Elisha, ’

‘We ghould also notice in these same
chapters that Elijah and Elisha were

not the only prophets in Israel.
During Ahab’s reign in rebellion
against God, his -governor, Obediah,

secretly cared for 100 prophets which
he hid in a cave. God declared to
Elijah that He still had seven thous-
and that had not bowed the knee to
Baal. This was when Elijah com-
plained that they had slain all the
Lord’s prophcts, and he was the only
one left, and they sought him to slay
him. ‘Then, when Elijah and Ilisha
went from Gilgal to Jordan where
Elijah was translated, they visited at
least two schools of the prophets, and
in the one at Jericho there were at
least 50 student prophets, and these
two noted ones were teachers in tliese

schools. They helieved in education
of the right kind even in Elijah's

time; what kind of schools should we
desire and support now? Are we
Aully satisfied with the kind of schools
we must send our children to? If we
are, I'm afraid God is not well pleased
with us.

SECOND KINGS, commonly called
The Fourth Book of the Kings, takes
up the record where First Kings lert
it, and continues the history of Israel
and Judah to the captivities. It
covers a period of a little over 300
years. Elijah was still prophesying
and ministering in Israel when Second
]}’ings opens.  Chapter one tells of
Elijah’s message to king Ahaziah, and
how fire came down from heaven and
(!estroyed two captains and their
fitties whom the apostate king sent
to bring Klijah to his sick room, alter
Elijah had rebuked him for sending
to enquire of Baalzebub about his
sickness. But the king died.

Chapter two tells of the translation
of Elijah, and of how Elisha received
a double portion of Elijah’s- spirit.
During the period covered hy Second
Kings, Elisha, Amos and Hosea proph-
esied in Israel, while Obediah, Joel,

Tsaiah, Micah, . Nahum, Habakkuk,
Zephaniah and Jeremiah prophesied
in Judah.

This was indeed a dark time in

the history of Israel and Judah; but
how much darker it would have been
if the prophets had failed as the kings
did! It is hard to tell. Elisha’s
double portion of the spirit of Elijah
was not despised, and was used to
good purpose: The waters of the
Jordan divided at Elisha’s word; he
healed the drinking water and the
barren land at Jericho; irreverence
wag punished for his sake; he rebuked
kings. Elisha was able to provide
water for a large army; and through
following his advice, hig people won 2
great victory over Moab.

Then in chapter four, we learn what
great blessings came to a prophet’s
widow, and to the Shunammite womun
by the hand of Elisha. This same
chapter tells of how Elisha turned
the poison pottage into whelesome
food and saved many lives; also of
how KElisha fed one hundred men with
twenty small barley cakes and a few
ears of corn.

Chapter tive tells of Naamuan the
leper of Syria coming to Klisha with
rich gifts, that he might be healed of
his leprosy, how he was healed, free
of all charges, by simply dipping seven
times in Jordan, and how Klisha’s
gervant was stricken with leprosy be-
cause he coveted the Syrian’s garments
and silver.

Then in chapters 6, 7, and 8§, many
interesting things are recorded, and
Elisha is the moving spirit in tham all:
Elisha makes the axe head to swim,
he 1eveals Ben-hadad’s plans, he
prayed that his servant might see that
“the mountain was tull of horses and
chariots of fire round about Elisha.”
Elisha led the Dblinded Syrians to
Samaria, and prophesied victory for
Israel over the Syrians; he promised
thete would bhe Hfood in plenty at
Samaria within 24 hours. This proph-
ccy was fulfilled within 24 hours.

Now, as we read of the wickedness
of Israel’s kings, and of how they
were destroyed by their euncemies,
then notice the great things Elisha
did, we believe they realized that their
loss was great indeed when KElisha
died. For an account of Elisha's
death see 2 Kings 13:20, 21.

Now a prophet is God’s represcnta-
tive with the people, to instruct them
in their duties toward God, and to
warn them of the consequences of
disobedience, and prophesy of future
things, A priest is the people’s repre-
csentative with God, to take their
cause to God.

To be continued

Merry Christmas Mission Workers

This is the time.of year that malkes
our hearts rejoice as we think of God’s
gift, His Son, who was sent as the
great mission worker to -this earth.
Doesn’t it make us want to.work and
strive harder than ever before to ad-
vance the Cause of Jesus Christ?

Let’s organize into real bands of
helpers, zealous workers, who have
the interest of the church, and of
others at heart. DBesides our regular
weekly meetings, let’s go into homes
which need our help ¢o much and read
and pray, teaching others who may
not know the Christ. Many times
those who do know Him are cheered
by our company, singing and prayers.
We can let our light shine bhrighter
than ever before, and by our good
works our Heavenly Father may be
clorified.

At the State Association held at
Hannon church ‘the following Mission
officers were elected:

Pres. Miss Cassie Kelsey, Greentop, Mo,
V. Pres. Mrs, Eunice Miller, Flat River,
Sec. Miss Esther Apple, Aurora, Mo.

Sister Eunice Miller is still at the
heim with us. This is new work for
Sister Esther and me, but with God's
help and your co-operation I feel con-
fident that we can accomplish things
for the Master.

If T can be of assistance to you in
organizing Missions, or in your Mis-
sion work, feel free to write me.

Let us truly be “Laborers together
with God.”

—Cassie M. Kelsey.

TURLEY, OKLA. Nov. 27, 1937.

Dear Brother Brown and Gem Readers-

I wish to write and tell you about
the Free Will Baptist church at
Turley, Okla. I am glad to report that
we are going Yorward in the glory of
God.

The church was organized about
two years ago in the home of Brother
Alfred Couisey. Now we have our
church built and had our dedication
service on November 7th. We had an
all day service with dinner served on
the ground.

On November 21, we closed a three
week_s’ revival. We had a wonderful
meeting with 28 souls saved and re-
claimed, 25 of them joined the church.

We have been having some wonder-
ful prayer meetings in homes of the
unsaved, and have seen many hearts
touched and souls saved, .

We have a good interest among our
young people. They meet on Wednes-
day nights,

Our pastor,

Brother Otho Stair
is taking a e

) special interest in the
children and has organized a choir,

C s
and they sing for us each Sunday

night,

We desire your prayers that we may
be a refuge for many souls during
the trying times that soon are coming
upon us.

Mrs. Ralph Brown
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F. W. B. LEAGUE REPORTS

STATE LEAGUE OFFICERS
President ...... Eld. Cecil Campbell,
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Vice President ....Eld. Damon Lodd,
Elvius, Mo.
........ Eld. 0. T. Allred,
. Monett, Mo.
EXJECUTIVE BOARD
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Sec’y-Treas.

REPCRT CI* MONETT LEAGUE
Clara May Vosbury, Reporier

Lear Leagters and Gem Readers:

During this last month, atthough
we haven't published it, we have been
carrying on the Lord’s work to the
best of our ability. .

Wwe have a goodly number” respon-
sive to our league. The average at-
tendance is approximateiy ten mem-
bers in our Junior league, and twenty-
five in owl Scnior league. We realize
that without Ged's hetp we would not
he as large as we are and not so
active as we have been. The Lord has
truly sent the richest blessings any
league could expect.

We have truly had some very in-
spirational lessons this last month:
Christian Sonship, "The Christian in
‘God's Keeping, Christian Speech and
Conduet, Christian Renewal, and a
lesson on the Drink Probtem. I think
every one has gotten something to the
Dbenefit of his soul out of these lessons.

We are asking for the prayers of
all of those who bear His name to
pray, that our league will increase in
faith, grace and number, and that
our influence will extend further to
the ones who need us.

REPORT OF FIELD WORKER

Dear lLeaguers: .

Will again try to write a few lines
to all my dear brothers and sisters
in Christ. We arc thankful this morn-
ing for the reports from the different
leagues in the last issue of the Gex'n.
We are hoping and praying, that in
the near future, every league in the
state will be sending in a report each
month, I think that would be one of
the best ways to inspire our good
brothers and sisters, that are not
league minded, to become conscious
of the fact that they are missing a
great blessing by not having a league
in their church.

It might be that the things youa
woulld say would be just the things
that would be the means of a new
league being organized. Through the
goodness of God, I am privileged to
have a copy of the minutes of the
Iastern General Association of Free
‘Will Baptist, and in that minute I
find a splendid report of the league
work in that Association, and I will

-

.each Sunday night.

say that they are really wide awake
and doing things for the Master.

"So this morning I am praying and
am urging you to do your utmost-that
we as Christian workers, will really
get awake and get busy, and let us
WMissourians do our part, that this
Western Association will come up to
pavr, or excel our brothers and sisters
in the Kast. '

It the Lord is willing, by the time
you rcad this, we will be in a revival
here at ous ehureh, and 1 want to
urge youn all to pray that we will have
@ graat revival and many souls saved,

I want to add a little report to this
for our leugue here at Flat River. I
want to say that we are holding our
own here. But we are hoping and
expecting our league to grow trom now
on.  Scems that our attendance falls
0. in the summer and builds up again
in the winter, We are having an
d.endance now of from 40 to 50, and
Ve ltave a good spirit in our meetings.
1 feel sure that our revival wili be a
great lielp to our league.

Again let me urge you to do your
best for the Master, and I want you
to teel free to call on me at any time,
that 1 in my weak way may help you.

- C. B. Dees, IField Worker.

TALALA, OKLA., Nov. 17, 1937.

Dear Gem Readers:

I will write a few lines as a testi-
mony for the Lord.

As it is near Thanksgiving, we be-
£in to look around to see what we have
to be thanktul for, and we find that
we have received so many blessings
—they are beyond numbering. Then
we can look back to see what we have
dene for the Lord the past year, and
it is very small. So, as one of Cod's
children, It is our desire to do more
in the future than we have in the past.

We want to report that we had an
all day home-coming service the 7Tth
of November. There were ten preach-
ers present, with plenty of good preach-
ing. We had one soul saved that night,
We have also had ten nights’ o prayer
and preaching services,” as the Lord
saw fit, which has been a great help
to the church.

Our young people’s class is growing
We cexpect to
organize a league soon, and get quar-
terlies. 'This month we had our class
meeting out in the open. Sister Ham-
ilton from Tulsa brought a wondertul
message to the young people, after-
wards we had refreshments of roasted
wienies and marshmallows.

Our mission is still working very
hard. We expect to start ceiling our
church: house within the next two
weeks.  ‘The Lord is wonderfully
blessing our work. We find
mission work, that, if we put the
Lord’s work first, that He will add
material things unto us. .

We ask an interest in your prayers,
that our church may prosper and grow
above all opposing powers.

A sister in Christ,
Daisy Marchant.

in our-

Since our Western Association met
with our home church (Macedoniad,
and we had the privilege ot attending,
we waut to tell others about it, what
a good time we had.

There was a good delegation, and
the home rolks turned out en masse:
so the house was well filled at each
session.  The fellowship was, maybe
not perfect, but it was wondertul.
Under such conditions the business
wis harmoniously transacted.

We thought so much of our
of olflicers that we re-elected them.
including the Executive Board and
the associational secretaries, and a
Mission Board of three members was
added, to co-operate with a noard o«
thiee members of the llastern Associ-
ation, and all are to co-operate with
our National Secretary of Missions,
kid, I, J. siackwetder, Our iolk are
active ror mission work, especially
Foreign DMissions.

The introductory sermon, on Tues-
day night, was preached by 121d. Mel-
vin Bingham of "Tulsa, Okla. His
text was, “Ye have ftilled Jerusalem
with your doctrine” (Acts 5:23-. Bro.
Bmgham delivered a good message,
and it was well received. We know
we have the doctrine, but the question
is, have we published it as extensive-
Iy as we ought to? Have we filled
any places, great or small, with the
doctrine, “the Gospel of Christ, which
is the power o. God unto salvation
to every one that believeth?” There
iv an unlimited supply of good seed
1o gow, and there's a multitude of sow-
ers so-cailed, but too few real God
called consecrated sowers. We per-
haps can never fill all the world with
the doctrine Jesus commanded to be
preached, but let the world be our
tietd, and let us fill as large a place
iy 1w oas we can, God heiping us.

Wednesday at 11:00 o'tlock
F. 8. Vanhoose or Paintsville, Ky.
Lrought the message, using as his
text, “And they stood every man in
his place” (Judges 7:21). This was
a message charged with the Spirit of
God it brought forth tears and
shouts,  One soul came to the aliar
and prayed through to victory.

Wednesday night BEld. I, J. Black-
welder was the message bearver. His
text was, “Not by might, nor by pow-

stairl

Eld.

~er, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord

or hosts” (Zech. 4:6). This message
made us think, and consider the means
we have been using to make our work
or business a success, and was it be-
ause  we  depended on  might and
power that we have failed? Let us
remember that Jesus has all power,
both in heaven and in earth, and that
He will furnish us with all the power
we need, but we must come to Him
by the Spirit. Our cause is-growing,
and the outlook for better things is
good, but if we would build a great
structure, we must do it by the Spirit
of God, and build it on the founda-
tion He has laid, tor it is the only
foundation that will support a build-
ing. Let us give up any and every

N

OUR WESTERN ASSOCIATION

T
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thing we may plan to build by might
or power, and give ourselves into the

hands of the Great Master Builder
and we will succeed.
Thursday at 11:00 o’clock Sister

Hattie Newman brought us a power-
ful message from 2 Kings 4:7, “Pay
thy debt and live.)” Many of us are
indebted to our fellow man in world-
ly things; but we are all indebted to
him morally, and we arc all indebted
to God —we owe God for all that we
have and arc. The debt of the text
was a legal debt to a fellow man;
but in order to live it must be paid:
This woman was willing to pay, but
was not able; so God provided a way
for her to pay. Kvery debt we owe
is binding upon us, and we must pay
if it is possible for us to do so; if it
is not possible ior us to pay and we
are right with God, He will surely
help us. We can never pay our debt

~-to God, but He will not expect it, it

we pay Him ALL we CAN in service
and gifts.

Thursday night Eld. M.
of Fort Worth,

L. Sutton
Texas brought us a

convineing sermon on  TITHING.
Text, Mal. 3:10, “Bring ye all the
tithes into the storehouse.” He gave

Scripture to prove that tithing was
not instituted by the law, but had
its beginning hundreds of years before
the law was given, that the law con-
firmed it, that it was never abolish-
ed, that it is a New Testament docc-
trine, and is still required of God’s
people, it is God’s plan to finance
His work. If we will ohey God in
the payment of the tithe, all our work
will be amply supported and will
prosper, and we will be Dlessed.
Tithing is the answer to our church
financial problems,

The next session of the Western

Association will be held with the.
Free Will Baptist church at Paints-
ville, Ky., beginning on Tuesday

night following the
in July, 1938.
to preach the
at Paintsville.

second Sunday
Eld. B. F. Rogers is
introductory sermon
—B. F. Brown,

CHARTS

By the Field Supcrintendent

We have prepared some charts for
the encouragement of systematic
giving on the Publishing House Pro-
gram of the Missouri State Associa-
tion. These charts are now ready
for distribution, and we would like
to get one or more in every church
in Missouri. We have already given
out several; some were: mailed out,
Eld. wWinford Davis has taken some
to help distribute them, and Eld. Noel
Turner took some to the churches in
Northeast Missouri Association.

These charts are 11x14 inches in
gize, cardboard, with PUBLISHING
HOUSE LOYALTY FUND printed in
large black letters across the top
These charts are checked off into
little squares in which may be stuck
little stamps, which are furnished with
the charts. There is room for eleven

rows of stamps across each chart, and
each row will contain ten stamps.
On the extreme left of the chart is
space given to write the name of the
giver in front of the row for stamps.
Now, when any one wishes to donate
or give as much as a few dimes to
the Publishing House Fund, let him
write his name in the space on the
left side of the chart, and for each
dime that he gives, the clerk, or who
ever has charge of the movement, will
place one stamp on the row following
his name. When he has donated $1.00,
his row of stamps will be complete,
and when eleven persons have done
thig, the chart will be iull, and $11.00
will Be raised for the Publishing House.

These charts are to be kept in a
public place in the church, and the
stamps stuck in the row t'onov.'in;
the donor's name will serve as a re-
ceipt to show that the said donor has

given as many dimes as there are
stamps in his row. Our beautiful
lithographed receipts cost too much

money to give to every one for their
many smail gifts. Those who cannot
give five, ten, twenty, or twenty-tive
dollars each, may give their dimes,
quarters, and dollars. They may lay
in store as God prospers them and
stick on as many or as few ten cent
stamps each week as they are able,
and that stamp is their receipt. When
the chart is full, send in the §11.00
and receive the large Donor's Certi-
ficate for the church, or for whomso-
ever it may bhe designated,—Mission
Circle, Sunday School, League, or
Class, We urge yroap donation, and
the chart is the groups rccerd, to
show just who gave, and how much,
in the group’s activities.

Our people are wanting to help,
hut we can‘t all give like many others
have given, bhut we all cun do our
little bit. And let's not bhe ashamed
to do it, for if «l of us would do
just a little —My! how we¢ would
prosper in the Lord’s work!

Look this issue of the Gem
Isn’t it nice? Doesn’t
derfully inspiring messages in  it?
Educational, inspirational, fundamen-
tal, and good in every respect —And
if it were so that we can’t do any
better than this, wouldn’t you feel
a loss if we could not have it? Listen,
my dear friends, we can continue to
have it, and better if we 1w0ill, for the
Lord 1is 'blessing and will continue
to blees this paper for its noble work
0. spreading the Gospel in print.

Write to the Gem Office for one
or more charts for your church or
group. —Eld. John B. Rollins

over.
it have won-

When Minorities Won

During thie one hundred and twenty
years that Noah spent‘in building the
ark, he was very much in the minor-
ity. But he won.

When Joseph was sold into Egypt
by his brethren, he was in a decided
minority. But he won.

When Moses appeared before Pha-
raoh and demanded the freedom of
the Israelites, he, too, was very much
in the minority. But he won,

When Joshua crumbled the walls
of Jericho, with the blasts from a

“handful of ram’s horns, he was in the

minority. But he won.

Wlen Gideon and his 300 followers,
with their broken pitchers and smoky
lamps put the Midianite hosts to flight
they were an insignificant minority.
But they won.

When Elijah brought down fire
from heaven, and put the prophets of
Daal to shame, he was in a notable
minority. But he won.

When Samson crushed the temple
and destroyed his enemies, he was very
much in the minority. But he won.

When David, ridicuted and laughed
at by his brothers, went out to meet
the giant, Goliath, in size he was a
decided minority. DBut he won.

When Jesus Christ was crucified by
the Roman soldiers, He was a ‘con-
spicuous minority, But He won.

When Luther nailed his theses on
the door of the cathedral, he was a _
lonesome minority., But he won.

oo -

The Drinker’s Dollar-

Liquor in all its long reign upon
earth has never helped the man con-
suming it to place a single dollar in
the bank. It has never been worth
a dime to him upon going to the gro-
cery store tor flour, coffee, meat, milk,
or butter for his family and himself.
It has never helped him place a single
cent’s worth of coal or wood or gas
in his house to keep the lhome fires
burning.

It has never helped him get a job,
although it is on record as having lost
him many jobs. 1t has never in its
long life convinced a single railyoad
employer that a man smelling of liquor
would make a better.engineer or fire-
man than the fellow with the liquor-
less breath and an unclouded head.

It has never been of any value to
anyone in starting a life insurance
policy. Liquor is not on record as
helping the man consuming it to buy
a home, or to start one through a
building and loan association. It has
never once helped him pay his doctor
or to contribute to the life of his
Church. No instance has been found
w]lel‘e it has helped him to educate
his children for citizenship or for
manhood and womanhood.

Two small groups profit by liquor—
the tax evading millionaires and those
who manufacture and distribute it.
Yes: it means prosperity for them,
but it also means a living hell for
its countless victims.

From an Address by United States
Senator Morris YW, Shepherd in the
Senate, January 16, 1934
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To the Readers of Our Gem Family
and many friends scattered abroad,
Greetings in Jesus dear name: In
our last report, we were in a meeting
at Jones' Chapel church. We sure did
enjoy working with these good people,
and the faithful pastor, Bro. Bill
Westen. We closed the meeting Nov.
8th with ten professions, and a zood
working interest among the Church.

Then we attended the Western
Asgociation which convened with the
Macedonia church, where Eld. Wintord
Davis is pastor. There was a large
delegzation present, which was well
cared for by the church and its friends.
The sweet Spirit of the Master pre-
vailed throughout the meeting. From
there we spent Friday. and Saturday
with Bro. Weston and wife and their
three fize boys. Needless to say we
enjoyed the stay in this fine Christian
heme.

Then on Sunday, Nov. 14th, we be-
gan a meeting with Merl’'s Chapel
church, near Cassville, Mo., arriving
at the church with Bro. Weston for
the 11 a. m. service. We found the
faithful few patiently waiting. After
a good service, we went to the home
of Deacon Jim Jefferson and wife.
Here we found a real welcome; so we
unloaded our car and have made head-
quarters here ever since. The only
daughter, Ivelyn, is the pianist at the

church. There has been three young
men and one elderly man proiessed
taith in Christ thus far. There is

large attendance and good interest.
Several preachers have attended the
meeting for which we are thankful.
The Missionary Baptist, Methodist,
and Holiness are helping to make the
meeting a success. Rev. Earl Brown,
a young Missionary Baptist preacher
brings from thirty to fifty people in

his big truck each night. I would
that more trucks, cars and bhusses

would go to church! Well, they would
go to church, if they only had Chris-
tian drivers.

If the Lord wills, we will began a
meeting at Flat River, Mo. with Eld.
J. F. Miller Monday night, Dec. 6th.

Pray for us.

—Eld. Sam H. Marcum and wife
Home address, Cameron, Mo. R.7.

TULSA CHURCH REPORT
By EBvelyn Miller, Reporter

Dear Bro. Brown and Gem Readers:

There have been so many good
things happened here in our midst
since I sent my last report, that I'd
like to tell about today, but time and
space will only allow me to touch in
high places this time.

Our hearts are still bubbling over
from the great quantity of spiritual
food we consumed during the Quart-
erly Conference of the First Mission
Association, that met with us last
week., With ideal Fall weather, God’s
People came from far and near, and
nearly every church, if not all in the

Association were represented with one
or more delegates present.

On the cecond night of the session,
a count was taken, and 47 ministers
and 40 delegates were present, besides
a ciowd that filled the building to its
capacity. Three other Associations
woese recognized in the audience the
fizst night.

Sister Hattie Newman preached the
Introductory message, using Num. 11:
14 for a text. On Friday Bro. Munkus
and Bro. Morris brought inspiring mes-
morning and night sessions,
and Bro. O'Bonnell preached on Satur-

Lages, at

cay a. m. amid much shouting and
praise,

A great event took place of which
Tulsa people will always be proud.

It was the preseuntation by the retir-
ing moderator, KEld. B, F. Rogers, ol
the beautilully framed certificate of
liacorporation of the Nirst Mission
Acsociation.

Among other things that we were
made happy over, was two of our

young ministers passing examinations,

cue lor ordination, the other for
license for one year. And last night
In a beautiful service, Bro. Bingham

assisted by three other ministers and
two deacons gave the charge to his
new son in-law, Eld. Everert Keiffer
and his dear young companion, to go
preach the Gospel, There werae many
other good things happened, but space
won't allow us to mention.

Brother Bingham, accompanied by
several other ministers, attended the
Western General Association in Mis-
gouri earlier in November, and brought
back a wonderful report of the goed
meeting there,

Brother W. 3. Dearmore of Wanette,
Cklahoma filled our pulpit on three
different occassions this month, also
Brother Sylvia from Arkansas preach-

ed for us one night, all enjoying
their good messages.

Brother Bingham began a revival
at  Karlsboro, Okla. Nov. 15th, but

after four nights of preaching, had to
postpone it until a later date on
account of such bad weather,

gy 0 CHUTORES

There was a church in our town
Which thought 'twas wondrous wise;
It tried to pay expenses
By selling cakes and pies;
But after years of trying
That plan to raise the cash,
The folks got tired of buying
And the whole thing went to smash.,

There was a church in our town
And it was wondrous wise;

It always paid expenses
By simply giving tithes,

For when it found the tithe did pay,
It seemed so very plain,

"T'would have no other way,
No, never once again. —Selected.

~

The above picture is of Elder Virgi

Greenway, pastor of the TFree Wily
Baptist church in Aurora, Mo. Bro_
Greenway 15 wid known in angq
around Aur because he was reareq

"a
inity by very respected anq
law-abidin parents. Fcr tho | past
eleven years, he heen employeq
in the auto factories in Fliut, Mich.,
but now he is hcme again and is doing
a great work in the Lord’s service.

in that vi

has

Brother Greenway has been preach.

ing only a few years, having helqQ
credentials in the Ceneral Baptist
denomination and belonged to the

General Baptist church in ¥lint where
he worked ardently for the Lord and
was generally loved by all his people,

On Sunday, Nov, 7, there we=-e all-
day services in tl General DBaptist
church in Flint, and many loved ones
and old friends expressed their “good-
bye” to Bio. Greenway in heart-relt

language.

Nov. with his
heartily

Baptist

Sunday, 14, le,

unanimousgly and
welcomed into the Free Wiil
church in Aurora. Hld. John B.
Rollins, the retiring pasior, officiated
in receiving Bro. and Sister Greenw

On

wife were

v

ay
inte the church. On Sunday night,
the Executive Board of the Indian

Creek Association endorsed his preach-
ing credentials and added to them
the authority to pastor a Free Will
Baptist church.

The church in Aurora is prozressing
very nicely under the fuli-time min-
istry of Bro. Greenway. -Cne more

of our churches with a full-time pas-

tor. I'm expecting to see the day
when all of them will have fuil-time

ministers.
—the Associate Kditor.

WARRENSBURG, MO., Nov. 27.

Dear Editor of the Gem:

I am closing my meeting here to-
night, reporting seven souls saved
and the saints encouraged. We have
no church here, only having five or six
saints here before the meeting; but
they are standing true to the Lord
and to our doctrine,

I am going for a few weeks’ meet-
ing in St. Louis, Mo. Pray for me.

Your sister in Christ,
Mrs. M. C. Welch.

N\
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THAYER, MISSOURI

Dear Hearers and Doers of the Word:

No doubt a good many doers are
working, and the Lord is with them,
as our sccond Fifth Sunday DMeeting
indicated, down at the Walnut Grove
church, when the meeting opened Sat-
urday morning, with singing, reading
of Psalm 108, prayer by Dro. Beatty.

Brothers J. W. Brewer, Lee Farrow
and A J. Hall were appointed as com-
mittee on pulpit.

Most of our churches reported pro-
gress and a goodly number of real
born-again have resulted from revivals
at several of them.

One of the songs seemed especially
appropriater “IIe’s With Us Each
Hour, He’s Proven His Power, His
Promises Never Fail”?

At 11:00 o’clock, Elders Combs and
yriffith, Matt. 20:1-8 being the scrip-
ture, 8th versec text, gave us wonder-
fully strengthening messages ¢n our
need of working in the Lord’s vine-
yard as constrained by His Spirit,
which always calls and enables every
one who is living close enough to Him.

At any real conversion, do you sup-
pose the .Lord of the harvest would
fail to show the converted onc what
to do in “working out” his salvation
so others would be led to the Savior?

What has been the matter over most
of the earth of late years? Jesus’ last
commission to His followers was to
go into all the world and teach all
nations to observe all things He had
commanded them—but of late there
have béen too many who have been
standing idle in'the market place, and
expecting the preacher® to do it all,
where Acts 8:1-4 shows that every
true believer must be a preacher of
his beliet.

No doubt some believers have made
efforts to lead others to their Lord and
could see no direct results, and there-
fore concluded they were not built
tor that kind of work.

John 1:41 tells us that Andrew
“first findeth his own brother Simon,
saith unto him, We have found the
Messias,” and that is evidence that
we ourselves should find God first, and
then go out and find some one else
and bring him to the Lord. Folks
have been doing that in several com-
munities lately, and glorious revivals
have resulted. May the Lord of the
harvest speed such living abundantly!

Bro. Combs used to be a storekeeper
and for a while sold candy on Sunday,
which he later stopped, but one Sun-
day a young man rode his horse up
to the store for candy, and when in-
formed of the change, he said, “It
would do no harm.”

Bro. Combs said, “But if I did sell
you candy this morning, and then
preached tonight, how much influence
would my preaching have on you?”

Turning on his horse, the young
man said, “I guess you are right.”

James gave the formula: “Pure
religion and undefiled before God and
the Father is this, To visit the father-

less -and  widows in. their. affliction, -

.and to keep himself unspotted from
the world.”

A vineyard is generally fenced to
protect it: the vineyard of our Lord
is fenced about and protected by Hisg
Spirit.

One individual asked for prayer to
aid in reaching the Lord, and a
strengthening scason of consecrated
prayer left us in mnearer touch with
our Savior. Prayer by Bro. Tally.,

‘Dinner, singing, reading Eph.. 4:1-
16, prayer by Bro. Crase, and a splen-
did song by a quartet, “¥'ll Be Looking
for You,” opened the afiernocon session.

More letters came in, and verbal re-
ports from the few unrepresented
churches by their pastors indicated
progress.

Ministers present: N. Combs, E. K.
Simpson, W. P. Stogdill, H. C. Crase,
¢, H. Williams, J. E. Rolen, H, H.
Beatty, with J. H. Tally and J. H. Grif-
fith visiting ministers.

Deacons: C. R. Romberger, C. I
Crews, 8. E. Coble, W. H. Blanken-
ship, Fred King, Marvin Williams,
E. L. Brewer, W. E. Crews, J. P. Mc-
Cullough, R. J. Wisehart, J. W. Brewer,
E. L. Frey, 8. C. Pierce, Ed Arnold,
and Ralph Hoyt.

Myrtle and Pleasant Hill churches
reported working Leagues and Misgsion
Circles.

Plans were made to help Bro. Claud
Bryan during the time of his father's
illness, when he is unable to care for
some of his churches. Brotherly love
ie more nceded among us.

Royal Oak church, near Alton was
selected as place of next meeting.

At night, Brothers Rolen and Stog-
dill warned us to be watching and
praying in order to be prepared for

each duty. Text, Luke 19:5. Nothing
should ever hinder us from coming
to Jesus.

Sunday morning the Ministers’

meeting was opened by singing, rea i-
ing ot Neh. I, and prayer by Elder
Billy Rogers. ,

Bro. Tally explained the Abrahamic
and Mosaic covenants, and how the
Israelites were prospered when they
obeyed, and defeated when disobedient.
There’s always an “it,” as with us.,
It we do our duty, increasing bless-
inge and victorious acheivments: de-
feat and -sorrow; it disobedient, as in
Deuteronomy 2§ and 29.

At 11:00 Bro. Crase and Bro. Rogers
gave splendidly stirring revival mes-
sages on Josh. 23, text, Joshua 24:15.
The reason for nearly all our present
day difficulties is because the advice
of men instead of the guidance of God
has and is being put in action. We
need to switch leaders.

What three steps lead to conversion,
and what can we do to help convert
our friends? was ably explained by
Brothers Rogers and Grffiith, and
Bro. Clement Williams showed us why
Moses was the meekest man, and how
wonderfully he succeeded in doing his
duty by trusting in his Savior and
asking his help all along the way.

~ this other $1,500.00 not be raised.

Brothers - Beatty and . Tally ‘will ‘con- .

tinue the services in a revival effort,
and we hope and pray for a tremen-
dous out pouring of the Holy Spirit,
which will make this meeting a long-
remembered -time, when people worked
and the Lord wonderfully helped be-
cauge they put their trust in Iim.
—Ralph T. Hoyt.

OUR PROPOSED NEW ,
PUBLISHING HOUSE

We have $1,000.00 in the treasury
on a new Gem office. Yet that is
$1,500.00 short of the amount we are
to raise by November 1, 1938. But
brethren, we can raise this $1,5600.00
if we will, and by the help of God we
are going to do it; hut brethren, listen,
we certainly can’t do it and rest on
the oars. Beforec we scarcely realize
it Nov. 1, 1938 will be here.

1 am talking out of my heart, let’s
do not let that date overtake us an(}_
1f
you have given on this once give again.

That is what it is going to take to-

put this over. I am not urging you

to do something I am not willing to .

do myself. By the time this goes to
press I fully intend to have another
certificate purchased.

mission
with

circles, etc. over this state

money lying

money to use.

The amounnt is raised ,or you get
your money back. The contract printed
on your -certificate makes that plain.
‘Why not take this up with your Sun-
day school class, league, or what ever
organization you have' come to be
vitally interested in, and suggest that
they put on a drive to purchase a
$10.00 Certificate, or even more. Or
if you can’t purchase a $10.00 one,
then purchase one tor a less amount.
But why not take part in this to some
extent? You be the judge as to the
amount. Let’s pull hard and fast,
and all together until this is accom-
plished. Come on, young folks, take
this up with your league. Come on
lz}dies, take this up with your Missior;
cl.rcle. Come on, teacher, take this up
with your class. Come on superin-
tendent, take this up with your Sun-
day school. And last, but not lesst
by any means, brother preacher, bring
the matter before your church.
. Under Nehemiah the wal] was fin-
ished, because “the people had a mind
to work.” DBrethren, the dear Lord
wills that we do this; let’s not fail Him
Sincerely yours, )
Winford Davis,

FINANCIAL REPORT OF
PUBLISHII‘!G HOUSE FUNDS

Mo. State League Association, $10.00

Roy Thornton, Arcadia, Kans., 2.00
Elzone Smith, Hartville, Mo., 2.00
Macedonia Church, Purdy, Mo., 10.00

—Winford Davis, Sec'y. '

I am most sure .
there are associations, quarterly meet- .
ings, churches, Sunday gchools, leagues, .

in the treasury..
Folks, if this be true, please put this.
Persuade that organ- -
ization, whatever the case may be to-
vote that money into the Publishing:
House fund. Remember, you can't lose..
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THE 40TH ANNUAL SESSION
of the ARK. STATE ASSOC’N.

The ministers, deacons, delegates,
and Associational ~elerkg composing
that part of the Church of God, com-
monly known as the Free Will Baptist
of the Arkansas State Association,
met in annual conference with the
Antioch church, Branch, Franklin Co.,
Sept. 30 to Oct. 3, 1937,

* The inception and the rest of the
gession was marked by a large repre-
tentation from many localities of the
state. A very spiritual and harmon
lous atmosphere prevailed throughout
the entire session. The people of
Branch community, assisted by Ark.
Association had splendidiy arranged

- for taking care of the meeting of the

Association. Sermons that were prac-
tical, theological and cedifying were
delivered at this session by all the
Preaching bretllrexl.

Several song numbers were rendered
at this session. The Hartford Quar-
tette, and quartettes from Social Band,
Antioch, Arkansas, and Saline Associa-
tions were present. The pianists were
Iilsie Lawless and J. D. Coffman.

Sermons were delivered by the fol-
lowing ministers: C. A. Beene, “The

Mystery of the Faith.” 1 Tim. 3:9;

M. M. McKee, “Continuing in the
Doctrine.” 1 Tim. 4:16; Roy Hughes,
“The Light.” St. John 1:7. R. M. John-
son, ‘““T'he Doctrine of Justification.”
Rom. 5:1; J. D. Doyle, Memorial Ser-
mon, St. John 14:1°-2; T. H. Dixon,
P, H. Dixon,
“No Diflerence.” Rom. 10:12. Bro.
Harris followed R. M. Johnson and W.
M. Guinn followed T. H. Dixon.

- Talks were given by the young min
isters at this session. Hach one was
given an opportunity . to make a five
Those who made talks

are as fqllows: John Reel, Ralph
Staten, J. E. Pratt, G. J. Dipboye.
R. I. Rose, J. M. Holleman, Roy

Hughes, H. M, Knox, C. G. Forest.

The Tditor of the Free Will Baptist
Gem, B. F. Brown, Purdy, Mo., gave
& talk in the interest of the church
baper,

The resolutions that were recom-
Mmended at this session are as follows:

1. Be it resolved that the order of
business as given in the minutes of
the 1933 meeting of the state associa-
tion be adopted by this session for
future use. Number ong and two
should change places.

2. Be it resolved that any minister

asking endorsement as a state evan-

gelist and receiving such to not go to
any church that has a pastor excep?
that pastor and church invite him to
come. _

3. Be it resolved that we recommend
a greater co-operation between owr
pastors and deacons so as to insure
a better unity between them, and in
doing their duty they owe to God,
the church and their fellow man.
Too, that we urge our district associa-
ticns to take this matter up with their
membership. (It was suggested that
a  ministers’ and  deacons’ council
should be held in connection with their
fifth Sunday or quariterly meeting.

4. Be it Resolved, That the State
‘Association convene one day earlier
which day shall be devoted to League
and Sunday School activities. The
Moderator and Clerk shall work on a
program for the same.

The iollowing were clected as state
officials: Moderator, Eld, W. F. McGee,
Ass’t Moderator, L. C. Doyle, of New-
port;  Corresponding Clerk, K. O.
‘Wright, Atkins; Minute or Recording
Clerk, Ralph Staten, Pocahontas, Ark.

Our Association is composed of 173
ministers, 137 churches and 8,632
members. Since our last associational
meeting there have been 556 members
received into fellowship, 16 dismissed,
two excluded, and 46 deaths. Three
of the local associations were not rep-
resented and we haven't a complete
teport of the same.

The next
Association will be held with the Mt.
Picasant church, eight miles north-
west of Hamburg, in Ashley County,
beginning on Wednesday evening be-
fore the first Sunday in October, 1938.

W. A. Hearron is to preach the in-

- troductory sermon, with J. S, Lovette

alternate. C. K. Wilson is to preacih
the annual Memorial sermon, with L.

C. Doyle alternate.

A more detailed account of the pro-
ceedings will be found in the minutes
which have not been put to print yet
for lack of money.

Ralph Staten, Clerk.

OiLTON, OKLA. Nov. 15, 1937.

Dear Bro. and Sister Brown:

I would like to send this message
out to all the good people, and I just
thought if I could get it printed in
the Gem it surely would reach lots
of folk.

. I went to the Western Association
that met with the  Macedonia church
near Purdy, Mo. Bro. and Sister
Staires, Sister Hattie Newman and

ammual session” of this

Sister Hattie Smith all made the
trip together. We sure had a great
time, and sure did get a real filling.
beth of soul and body while we were
there, and too we had the privileg=
to go and see the Gem Press: jt will
help us to enjoy "the paper better
since we know more about it and the
geoad folk that work so hard to make
it possible for us to have the paper.

I would like to tell the people in
the other states some of the things
we  Oklahoma preachers are doing.
I believe that it is in the mind or atl
our preachers to build a parsonage
at every church and have a full time
pastor. This program is going over
big and sure is doing the churches a
lot of good, but we have some that
are still afraid to start the job. QGod
doesn’t like a coward, he wants brave
men who are not afraid to trust him
and fight 1or the up-building of the
Free Will Baptist. 8o get in, preachers
let’s have some building done on our
churches; the devil is building road
houses that cost lots of money, and
we can give competition. God ex-
pects us preachers to do something
about it. ]

—Rev. Drew Marchant.

NORWOOD, MO. Nov. 13, 1937.

Dear Editor, wife and Gem readers:

Here I come again with the help of
our dear blessed Lord. Without Him
we could do nothing: with Him all
is well, if His Holy Spirit abides in
our everyday lives.

I am so thankful for the great plan
of salvation whereby we may have
our names on the Book of Life and
have a right to the Tree of Life. And
no cne can prevent us from that right
except ourselves, for the blessed las-
ter sajid who so e¢ver will may come
and have life everlasting.

O how often does our dear Savior
speak of love, love for one¢ another,
how we must love one another as
children- of God. We who read the
dear old Bible, read it so much in His
blessed Word,

O that we all as God’s children
would live closer to Him, and let Him
be our guide, just submit our lives
into the dear ILord’s hands and ever
do His biddings.

O how we should love one another
as brothers and sisters in Christ, and
not let enmity and jealousy come up
between us and cause us to fall out
with one another, lose confidence in
people we once had so much confidence
in, and sometimes this happens with
the very best of friends. The cord
of love is severed bhetween those that
have been so good to one another, that
have been seemingly the very best of
friends, yet they will fall out with one
another when if we would only listen
to that still small voice telling us all
to love one another, and only let tho
dear Lord lead us, we would have
nothing in our hearts- but love one
for, another.

When two ministers begin a revival
meeting, and if when it has had time
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for the children of God to begin to
show that they are serving the Lord
and no one manifests it then the
preachers begin to wonder what is
wrong and after awhile they would
begin to preach to the church trying
their best to find the hinderance of
the meeting. They get after the
church pretty hard, but sometimes it
is just the thing that is needed, and
after that the revival goes on all
right. 'They all get to praying to the
good Lord, and we are all in the same
spirit and the Lord comes to our rescue
and many souls are saved.

So it is with preachers for pastors,
sometimes just a part of the church
think they know just who to get for
pastor of the church, take it on them
selves to go see this preacher they
want for pastor and they tell this
preacher that they will do all they can
for him to be pastor , instead of taking
it up with the church and seeing who
the church wants for pastor and who
is hest for the good of all. And such
as this causes such awful confusion
m the churches and communities, the
worst of it is that the sinners will
stand back and tell you that they
don’t want to hear such and such
preacher preach. “For 1 Lknow toc
many things they have done, and 1
am as good as such a person who
claims to be a child of God.” O the
worth of an every day life of those
who live a true lite for Christ.

I think if ever there was a time
when we as children of God, I mean
all preachers as well as churches, for
we all more or less are too careless
about serving God every day as we
should, and we .all should be spend-
ing more of our time in prayer and
obedience to God who has done so
much for us; and if we should serve
Ilim all the time as we ought it
would be so very little compared to
what He has done for us, We should
all spend more time praying for the
guidance of the Holy Spirit of God
to help us keep ourselves connected
up with the power house of God so
God can use us in His service. We
would all have all we could do if we
would only keep ourselves right in
the sight of God, and seek for the old
paths our loved ones trod and ever
walk therein.

I had a very dear friend, and today
I know she is in the.Paradise of God,
and I well remember during a revival
meeting when she was in sin, a good
old Christian father asked me if I
would go talk to her. As I stood
there, and first thought yes, I will
g0, then another thought came, “O,
I wouldn’t if I were you, people will
Taugh,” I knew the last voice was
old Satan. I said, “I will go, but have
you talked to her?” He said “yes,”
50 I went back to her and asked her
if she was a Christian, and took her
by the hand. She said “no,” 1 said,
“wouldn’t you like to live a life for
Christ?” She said, “yes” and we
went to the altar for prayer. We
knelt down and I prayed for her in my
weak way then I prayed for myself
that I might so live that the Lord
could use my life and hear my prayer.

~

After a while as I was working with
other seekers, I heard someone shout-
ing and praising God. 1 looked around
and this one I was so intercsted in
was making her way to me as fast
as she could and we really had a happy
meeting and everybody seemed to be
happy, because every one was filled
with the love of God for onc another.
I am for old time salvation and more
old time religion that -makes you love
everybody and makes all of God’s
children happy. Now 1 am striving
each day to fill the promise this friend
and I made, that which ever one went
first to live with God would he wait-
ing for the other. I know I may live
the best I can and some one will have
something to say, but I am thankful
that man looks only on the old house
we live in, but God knows our hearts,
He is the one I'm working for, and
some day I expect by the grace of Gord

to meet Him, live with Him forever
and ever, and sometimes 1 get real
anxious to go. And if we all would

at least once a day steal away some
where, get down no our knees and
pray the good Lord to search oit our
own lives ,help us to live a life to
please God, pray for one another, heo
careful of one another’'s happiness,
love our neighbor as oursclves, and
many other things I could mention.

May the good Lord of High Heaven
help us all to live a life to please God
and may He help us all to see our
selves as God sees us.

I ask an interest in the prayers of
all who read this, that I may. ever
live a life to please my dear Lord.

: A sister in Christ,

—Miss Daisy. Raney.

The Western General Association
Reported by the Clerk

"The 'Western General Association
of Free Will Baptist met on scheduled
time at our Macedonia church near
Purdy, Mo. and for two days the
brethren counseled together in taking
great steps forward for our denomin-
ation. The first item of important
notice was the fact that a spirit of
cooperation and love prevailed through
out the entire session. There was
not a single cross-fire or any thing
else to break the harmony- that was
so manifested among the brethren.
The Spirit of the Lord was ever pres-
ent and manifested in our services,
and one soul surrendered his life to
the Lord at an altar of prayer.

The three units which compose this
Asscciation were represented by letter
and delegates: Namely,The Oklahoma
State  Asgociation, The Missouri
State Association, The Tri- State
Association of Kentucky, Ohio, and
West Virginia. Corresponding repre-
sentatives were present from The
Tex»= State Association in the persons
of Mr. and Mrs. M., L. Sutton -and
‘Willis Sutton of Fort Worth, Texas.
Our National Secretary of Foreign
Missions, Eld. I. J. Blackwelder of
Nushville, Tenn., and our National
Secretary of Womens’ Work, Mrs,'

Fannie Polston of Nashville “were
present and each had very interesting. !

and instructive places on the program
of this session of the association.

Also Mrs. Blackwelder and Miss
Mary Lee Keene of Nashville were
present.

The organization of the association
is as follows: !
Mod, James F. Miller, Flat River,Mo.
Ass’t. W. E. Dearmore, Wanette, Okla.
Clerk J. B. Rollins, Purdy, Mo.
Ass't. Harry Staires, Drumright, Okla.
Treas. Melvin Bingham, Tulsa, Okla.

Forecign Missionary Board

Pres, Melvin Bingham, Tulsg, Okla.
Sec. Winfrod Davis, Monett, Mo.
Nem. Millard F. Vanhoose, Paintsville,
Kentucky. ..
Secretary of Education
Ii1d. D. Selph Jones, Mansfield, Mo.

The Executive Board was retained
—-—gce page two, column one.

Eld. W. E. Dearmore was elected
Field Superintendent of Denomina-
tion Enterprises.

The Foreign and Home Missionary
Departments, The Educational _Pro--
gram and general denominational
ente:prises were thoroughly discussed
by competent men of our church.

The next session of this association
is to meet at Paintsville, Kentucky
cn Tuesday night before the third Sun-
day in July, 1938 with Eld. B. I
Rogers of Tulsa Okla. to preach the
opening sermon.

Brethren, the minutes of this session
will be printed as soon as. we get
caught up with the work in the office.

PAINTSVILLE, KY.

Dear Editor and the Gem Family:

We are proud to report our big
Johnson County Quarterly Meeting,
held with the Alka Free Will Baptist
church, at Alka, Ky., beginning Friday
before the fourth Saturday in October,
1937, with a good delegation,

Called to order by the Clerk, Elder
F. S. Vanhoose, :

51d. Millard Vanhoose was eclected
Moderator, took charge, and proceeded
to business. )

Misisters’ Conference called to order.

Moderator called for questions, which
were given by the Clerk. It.was one
of the best Ministers’ Conferences we
ever had.

Brother Hugh of Martin, Ky. preach-
ed the introductory sermon. Had a
real old time meeting.

Met back at 7:00 p. m.

Preaching by ‘Bro. Thompson from
W. Va. and Bro. Blevens of Betsy
Layne, Ky. Had a good meeting

Called to order at 10:00 a. m. Sat-
urday by Moderator. .

Call for business. No business,

Bro. Adam Davis was called to the...
stand to preach, with Bro. Johnson
of W. Va. to close. Had a real spirit-
ual meeting.

Moderator was called away for a
funeral, and the Ass't Moderator, Bro.
Scott Daniel, acted as Moderator, an
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called the conference together at 2:00
p. m., and seated the delegates.

Corresponding messengers called for.

Moderator called for letters, and 18
churches handed-in letters,-which were
read and approved. A few gave in
verbal reports.

Messenger from Ghio Q. M. gave in
a good report.

Messengers from W‘
good report.

The contribution
was $490.00. Collection taken,
Teceived. ‘

Moticn carried to give Brandy Skag
church, in Floid Co. $75.00.

Motion carried to give the Alka
church $15.00

One was recommended for ordina-
tion.

with the letter:s
$22.00

Va. gave in a -

Adjourned to meet back at 7 p. m.

Conference called to order at 7 p. m.

Committee on examination for ordi-
nation reported favorable, and we pro-
ceeded: with the ordination service.
Had a great demonstration of the Holy
Spirit.

Mcderator appointed corresponding
messengers to Ohio bodies.

Adjourned for preaching by Bro.
Hall trom Ohio and Bro. Adams. Had

one of the best meetings I think I
was cver in. Praise God for ever.
Moderater called for adjournment

to meet back Sunday morning.
Cemmittee on supply of pulpit chose

Moderator, Eld. Millard Vanhoose to
preach Sunday morning, with Bro.

Scott Castle to close. Had a rcal old

tlme fheétlngt
At call of Moderator minutes were

‘read and approved.

Conference voted to give the next
quarterly meeting to Estel Free Will
Baptist church, Beaver Creek, Floid
County, Ky. :

We want to thank the good people
at the Alka church for taking care of
the people as they did. May God bless
you all. .

Adjourned to meet with the Istel
church on the 4th Saturday and Sun-
day in January, 1938.

May God bless you all until we meet
again,

Eld. Millard Vanhoose, Mod.,
Eld. Scott Daniel, Ass’'t Mod.,
Eld. F. 8. Vanhoose, Clerk.

=R 24

Numecerous places in the Book of
Psalms, the Psalmist encourages us to
sing. DBlessed promises are made unto
those who sing unto the Lord. In the
66th chapter of Psalms, we are told
of a time when all the earth shall
worship the Lord in song.

David is supposed to have introduced
singing into Hebrew worship, and ever
since that time singing has been con-
sidered an important part of the wor-
ship of the true God.

I recently heard of an evangellsf
who went to a man who had been con-

verted in his services, and said to him, -

“What did I say that caused your con-
version?” The man replied: “It was
not what yvou said, it was the singing.”
Great evangelists have had great
singers with them in their services.
D. L. Moody the greatest evangelist
of the past century had his renowned
singer, Sankey. Billy Sunday, the
great' evangelist ' of the present cen-
tury had ‘his great song leader, Homer
. Rodeheaver.

Singing mot ‘only helps in public
worship, but it is a source of joy to
- the individual Christian.

But you may say, “I can’t sing.”
You may be honest in thinking that
you can’t sing, but the chances are
that you are mistaken., Furthermore
the Psalmist provides for those that
think they

- Bible

cannot sing by telling

Serving With Songs

DBy J. M. Doughty, Strafford, Missouri

them to make a joyful noise unto the
Lord. I used to think that I could
not sing,
Psalmist’'s suggestion and by making
a joyful noise as the others sang.
I soon had many tunes fixed in’ my
mind and then by learning the words
I got much happiness from singing
when alone. - But really one is not
alone- when they are singing hymns
as they are singing with the great
souls who wrote the songs, we are so
rich - in songs of these saintly’ com-
posers. By singing the words of the
dnspired song writers we are (lr‘mn
close to God. :

Each Christian should own a copy
of a song book or at least'have a copy
in the home. For those who are trying

but I finally tollowed the,

Lo learn the words of songs there is.

a  booklet entitled,” “The. Pocket
Treasury,” which contains a number
ot songs, select clnptem from _the’

and other helps.”
fifteen cents in gift hmd-
ing from Bible Institute Associatioh,
843 Wells Street, Chicago, 1llinots.
It is the duty and should be the
pleasure of parents, preachers, Sunday

bmdmg or

‘school officials and teachers to encour-

age all to sing. When I was tedchm;,
school 1 had singing in the ‘opening
exercise each morning and encouraged
each pupil to sing. I got a lot of joy

This bool\let,\,-
- can be bought for five cents in paper.

AS: 2.4

out of getting those to sing who
thought they could not sing. I remem-
ber two sisters who really wanted to
sing but their mother, who was a good
singer, had told them that they could
not sing and they thought they could

not sing. DBy my continual encour-
agement, they tinally got enough
taith in themselves to try to sing.

remember the expression
the
girls
could

I will ever
cf happiness that spread over
countenance of each of these
when they realized that they
really sing.

New song books or
condition encourage people to sing
in.church services. For several years
I have found pleasure in raising funds
to buy song books for our village
church. Most of the money is obtain-
ed out side of the church membership.
I go to individuals in the Lommunlty
and ask them to give the price of one

those in good

song hook. Then we write in tho
book, “This book is given by
.’ Some give more than once

~book. .

It there are any readers of the Gem
that do not have  Christmas Caroling
in your church community, please
permit me to suggest that the young
people of your church organize a
group of carol singers to sing Chrigt-
mas songs in trout of the homes of
the community, especially the homes
ot shut-ins.and the aged.

FINANCIAL REPORT OF
FOREIGN MISSION FUNDS

Ldith Brewer, Edna, Okla., $2.00
Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Dean,

Anderson, Mo. ............ 2.00
Lola Anna Brown, Carterville, 5.00
Tulsa Church, Tulsa, Okla, .... 4.00
'Will Slagle, Anderson, Mo. 1.00
¥rank Hamby, Aurora, Mo. .... 2.59
Mr. and Mrs. John' L. Wilson

Anderson, -Mo. ........ 1.00
F. H. Richardson, Neosho, Mo, 2.60
Tuskegee Ch., Tuskegee, Okla., 2.00

—Winford Davis, Sec’y.

SEDALIA, MO., Nov. 12, 1937

Dear Brother in Christ:

I will be remembered to you as the
lady preacher that held a meeting
for Elder Bingham last spring, that
wag blind and received my sight dur-
ing that meeting. And since my meet-
ing in Leadington last August, I've
been in St. Louis and several smaller
towns in  Missouri and in vecatur,
Illinois where I held a successful
meeting for the colored people in
that district. I am working princi-

pally with the colored people now.
I'm expecting to be in this state until
the last of this month or the first of
next month, when I will (the Lord
willing) leave for Detroit, Mich. for
a meeting there.

I am leaving this city Sunday Nov.
14th for a meeting at Warensburg, Mo.

Bro. Brown, from now on I will
send each month a report to your
. paper of my whereabouts. I have

.neglected this, but I've been very busy.

I ask every one to pray for me and
to forgive me for my carelessness.
: -—\-Mrs. M. C. Welch
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A History of Christmas Celébrations

Compiled by IBld. John B. Rollins,

Christmas is the supposed birthday
of our Savior, the gift of God to the
world. In every Christian nation
and in the heart of every Christian
person, thig day .should be kept with
a divine reverence and by giving our-
selves to God’s service, and by giving
gifts to one another in commemoration
ana honor to Him who was a gift
and who gave His life that we may
have life.

Strange as it may seem, it is a well
known tact that the customs and
torms of celebrations have been bor-
rowed, by the church, from a heathen-
istic and benighted world which dates
back far beyond the Christian era.
Even before the dawn of recorded
history, a testival was held in the
ohservation of the winter soltice which
occurs about December 22nd. At this
time the solar day has reached its
shortest and slowly begins to lengthen
again. Celebrations for the winter
soltice were held among the ancient
Egyptians, the Greeks, the Romans,
the Celts and the Teutonic nations.

In Rome the December celebration
was held in honor of their god, Saturn.
Schools were dismissed, workmen went
on a holiday, there was an exchange
of gifts and general celebration with
plenty of license and disorder - The
stern Christian fathers frowned down
on this kind of a testival and deter-
mined to change a heathen “riot” into
a decorous Christian festival. Many
carly pagan festivals were converted
into Christian . services for the same
reason. But may I say, though their

intentions were good —Yet when the-.

Church married the World in order
to “reform him,” the reforming of
the World became the deforming of
the Church. Therefore the heathenistic
festivals continued wunder « Christian
nume — CHRISTES MASSE.

The old Teutons and Saxons call-
ed the celebration “Jul” or “Yule”
when great fires were kindled in honor
of the Teuton god, Thor. Whence
came the modern custom still pre-
valent in England of “lighting the
Yule log.” .

Ancient Germany called it the fest-
ival of Twelve Nights lasting from
the latter part of December until Jan-
uary 6th. Riotous feastings were in-
dulged in. They considered it .sacred,
but in their benighted condition they
considered their paganism divine.

From these ancient. festivals came
the Christian yobse‘rvation of Christ-
mas, and the different nations ob-
served it differently because each na-
tion followed the forms used by the
heathens in nearest connection to
For example: England
and Germany feasted in merry-making
for two wecks. There were musie,
‘games,- dramatic performances, and

‘the boar’s head and wine bowls were
No. 1, features together with the great
Germany first

Yule log in the castle.

West.

Purdy, Missoury

used the “Christmas tree” as it was
taken from a pagan religious tree-
worship ot the ancient Celts who were
of that section of the country. In
Italy, it was a church day but the fact
remains that the Roman people, from
their beginning, were very loyal to
their religion. They were very reli-
gious even thougl their religion was
pagan and polytheistic. In the {riend-
ly Scandinavian peninsula, quarrels
were forgiven, debts canceled, and a
spirit of kindness prevailed even to
putting out sceds for the birds to eat.
The development of Christmas cele-
brations in other countries followed
the same gencral lines as in these
nations.

But what of our own country? In
the colonial days is was a mixed affair.
The stern Puritan colonist of New
England did not hold to feasting and
merry-making. They spent the day
in labor building schools, churches,
reads or dwelling houses and it is
recorded that “no man rested all day.”
In 1659 the general court of Massachu-
‘setts enacted a law that any Puritan
who was found ‘“celebrating any such
day as Christmas or the like by for-
bearing labor, feasting or any other
way” should be fined five shillings.
These laws, of course, were later re-
pealed, but not until after 1800 did
the ~Puritan’s posterity recognize

.Christmas as a holiday in New Eng-

land.

It was different in" the South and
Maryland and Virginia cele-
DLrated like England, but in the early
day, they were hindered for the
Indians often joined in the merriment
with tomahawks. In Louisana, Christ-
mas was a church day like that in
France. Amuscments and festivals
were held on- New Year’s, however,
in New Orleans, Christmas eve was
celebrated until mid-night when the
entire populace attended mass.

Perhapy the most historic Christ-
mas in America was in the year 1776.

The Hessian soldiers of the English.

army took time off to celebrate in the
city of Trenton. In the  height of
their revelry, they were suddenly
flustrated by the appearance of George
Washington and liis patriots who had
crossed 'the river hy night and took
them on surprise. Washington an-
nounced to them that they were now
celebrating under the American flag.

The Colony of New York and the
Dutch settlers regarded Christmas as
the biggest holiday in the year. To
them, ag it was to their fathers and
mothers back in Holland, Christmas
was both  a religious and merry-
making festival. There were services,
feasts, games and sports. As a mat-
ter of fact, these stolid New Amster-
dammers were real ceiebrators of
Christmas. Nobody could do it better
than they. More than one day was
required. On December 16th;, 1654,

* fourth century A. D,

-and true virtue

the town tathers, who were evidently
getting ready for a big Christmas ail
over Manhattan, issued the following
notice: "There shall Bbe no more
ordinary meetings o. this board Dbe-
tween this date and three weeks after
Christmas,” That allotted ample time
for “recovery.” Old and young enjoyed
all sorts of sports and such revelry
was permitted in those early Amer-
can days, when nothing was known
of modern jazz orchestras. The re-
cords indicate sometimes the fun be-
came so boisterous that even so rug-

ged an individual as old Governor
Peter Stuyvesant had to call them
down.

The Dutch and Germans have pre-
sented to civilization many of the
time-honored attractions of Christmas
celebrations. Not to mention ' the
feastings, frolic, and fun; from Ger-
many comes the idea of a Christmas
tree as they borrowed it 1rom a vety
barbarous nomadic tribe of heathens,
the Celts, who worshipped trees. We
as a Christian Church would do wéll
to listen to Jeremiah the Prophet—
Jer, 10:1—5,

The Dutch gave us Santa Claus—
the Duteh way of saying St. Nicholas,
whom history declales to have been
a patron saint of the Roman Catholic
church and also a devotee of the
‘Russian chureh and for reasons un-
known to us, he .was highly honored
among the Dutch. He lved in the
The Dutch kept
a festival on the date of his death,
December 6th, and on that day gave
gitts to -one another. They finally
merged this day with Christmas,
immortalized their idol from the
North Country, and introduced him
to the United States.

These customs prevail genérully
through’ out the world today, and they
are likely to continue; but [et me
say once more for good measure—
“When the Church marries the World
and becomes deformed and dt’k/é;lg?‘-
ated by such union, every heathenistie
and ungodly festival imaginable hides
dtself under a Christian name and
continues as it was—Aqnd what's more,
the paganism of a darkened world
prevails and dominates the day of
Christianity, for 1cith the Christmas
trgre, we mock God in His face, and
with Santa Claus we rob the Jewel
of Heaven of the glory which right-
Jully belongs to Him.)” :

I am not alone in these preéepts.
There are hundreds of boys and girls
in Missouri who know how to spend a
Christian day in Christian sobriety;
giving themselves anew to the wor-
sltip of God and by giving gifts one to
another, and such character, quality,
the world cannot
duplicate. I praise the dear Lord,

|
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XA 'Missionary'M\é(sfé‘age From Cuba %

By Arthur Woody Pain, Supl. Bible Conferences, Havana, Cuba.

‘When thinking of Cuba, which is
truly the “back door neighbor” to. our
United States, some perhaps ‘will won-
der “Why go there?’ Cuba lies only
90 miles south of our most southern
city. Jesus said, “Love thy neighbor
as thyself.”

Cuba has a population of four mil-
lions, half of which have never attend-
ed a Gospel service and know nothing
of the Plan of Salvation. Many do
not even Sso much as know what a
Bible is. Some have asked if it were
some new styled dress or the name of
some new automobile. A little girl
13 years of age, writing in
through the radio work, said we could
gsend her Bible either by freight or
express. She had no idea of its size.

Cuba is the land of ‘“benighted
souls;,” witchcraft, Brujos, spiritual-
ism, etc. The Brujos believe that to
eat the live heart of a child and to
drink its blood will ward off evil
spirits and heal diseases. One night
they threw something like chloroform
on us trying to get our children, but
praise the Lord, He cares for His own.

From an interior town 450 miles

from Havana a delegation had been ,

gent requesting that I come down and
© preach to them. As the sun was set-
ting we were busily engaged setting
up the Public Address System which
was indeed a “curiosity” in this inter-
jor town. People came from every-
where to hear the Gospel as it came
“booming” out of this apparatus.
Shortly over a thousand were in the
park and the crowd continued increas-
ing until almost the whole town was
gathered there to listen to the Gospel.
Such was the case night after night.
It was a wonderful sight to se¢ them

to us’

by the hundreds in the park accept
the Lord as their Savior. A young
native couple is carrying on the work
there.

During the day we went by boat
and horseback to many surrounding
towns to hold open air services. A
“messenger” announced the service
the day previous, thus giving those

" who were working in the fields an

opportunity to know about the services.
They sent horses to meet us at the
boat Dy little boys who would then
ride behind us on the same horse.

Due to the geographical location
of Cuba we f‘md a wonderful opportun-
ity to “sow the seed” in many remote
blaces where God’s Word is not being
preached, both in Spanish and in
English. We have a radio broadecast
each morning at eight o’clock Eastern
Standard Time over CM Q 880 Xkilo-
cycles, and over COCQ on the 31
meter band, 9740 kilocycles. And also
at midnight E.S.T. each Sunday night
over the same stations. The first part
is in Spanish followed by an English
program. We receive letters from
listeners in Australia, New Zealand,
South Africa, Samoa, ete., and all the
surrounding countries of Cuba.

Latin America is a very needy field
and a very neglected one. They are

" pleading and searching for “Some-

thing to satisfy” which we KNOW ig
our precious Savior. “How can they
hear without a preacher?” (Rom.
10:14),

“Is it nothing to you, oh ye Christ-
ian at home, ’

That millions are passing each day

Into darkness forever, to sigh and
to moan,

Not knowing that Christ ig the way?»

THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS-~THEN AND NOW

X

“And she brought forth her first
vorn Son, and wrupped Him in swad-
ling clothes, and laid Him in o man-
ger; because there was no room for
them in the inn” (St. Luke 2:7).

The event happened at Bethlehem
which was to foreshadow all that has
happened since. “He was in the world,
and the world was made by Him, and

By Mrs. Myrtle Black, Cassville, Mo.

x4

It was but an ordinary accident.
The very limited means of accommo-
dation had been extended as far as
they would go. Those who came first
were first served, and those who could
pay the best were most carefully
attended to. When room could not be
found in the house, and sincg nothing

the world knew Him not.”

better could be offered, they‘ found
room in the outbuildings. So the
Savior of the world was born in a
stable and cradled in a manger.

This incident (or accident, as we
said above), which occurred then un-
intentiqnally has ‘been repecated of
deliberate intention ever since. That
inn at Bethlehem was the type and
similitude, more or less, of every
human heart. The reason why Jesus
cannot find room for His Gospel re-
sembles that which He encountered
at His Dbirth, that is, That men’s
hearts are preoccupied. Their hearts
have been swept and garnished for
other guests, and all its chambers are
filled, while the poorest, mnarrowest,

~and least honored place about it has

been allotted to Jesus. So the sad-
dest thing about it all is, that from
first to last, the world which He made
has found no room for God.

We often hear it said that Christ.
mas time is the busiest time of all the-
year.” Every one is busy planning
some trip or vacation or preparing

. to entertain with feasting and giving

gifts and planning a number of gay
times of pleasure of our aown. But
hqw many are there really observing.
Christmas day in memory of the birth
of Christ the Great Savior? Do we
Present gifts on this day with the
same spirit as did the wise men, that
of holy adoration for the Savior? Or
have we fallen into the error whicn
prevails today of receiving Christ
outwardly and rejecting Him inwardly >

From the visit of the wise men to
the manger, which contained the tiny
being of the one we now call Master
and Lord, has grown our idea of keep-
ing Christmas with gifts, Matt. 2:11.
“And when they were come into the
house they saw the young child with
Mary his mother, and fell down and
worshipped HMHim: And when thoy
had opened their treasures they
presented unto Him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh.”

The éxample of these wise men
should make us ashamed for allowing
difficulties to hinder us in our searcl:
for the Savior. Let us make Christ-
mas day this year a real worth-while
day for the Lord by having the Spirit
of worchip and sacrifice and offering
our best setrvices to Him.

U

“And it came to pass, as the angels
were gone away from them into hea-
ven, the shepherds said one to another,.
Let us go now even unto Bethlehem,
and see this thing which is come to

pass, which the Lord hath made known
unto us.” (Luke 2:15).

™,
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The

hope of Salvation
Spiritual faith was not delivered tn
the Israelites through the temporal
law of circumcision and even though
they be circumcised today the redeem-
ing power of Jesus the Messiah avail-
eth them nothing, for the law of cir-
cumcision had no provisions tor re-
demption from the bondage of sin
and made nothing perfect concerning
salvation, which is obtained by taith,
repentance and Godly sorrow for sin.
Not by the blood of goats and bullocks,
nor the doing of penance as a carnal
sacrificial offering for atonement—
but by the blood of Jesus, the only
means under heaven whereby we are
able to stand firm in that Spiritual
light that frees from the yoke and
bondage of sin.

through

- We are justified by faith in Jesus
Christ who was offered up once for
all as a sacrificial offering for sin,
and not by the doing of temporai
things, for if we are justified by the
carnal law then we are not under
srace and Christ is of no effect, for
in Jesus the Christ neither circumei.
sion nor uncircumeision nor the doing
of penance availeth anything, bur
faith which worketh through love
and obedience unto God is a testimony

- Jesus

By Ralpn

D. Foster, Aurora, Mo.

s

that is real. Taith is the substance
cf things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen. By grace are we
saved—not by self-righteousness with-
out hope of salvation—through Spirit
nal faith in Jesus the Christ when we
accept the terms laid down by Him
and hold fast unto the end.

Jesus the Messiah was made a high
priest forever after the order of Mel-
chisedec who was first King of Right-
eousness; after that King of Salem
(the original name of Jerusalem)
then King of Peace who brought torth
bread and wine and blessed Abraham
after the slaughter of Ched-orla-cmer
and the kings that were with him.
It perfection were of the Levitical
priesthood (for under it the people
received the law) what further need
that another priest should arise after
the order of Melchisedec and not ba
called after the order of Aaron?
'When the pristhood was changed then
of necessity must there be a cliange
of the law that the hope of salvation
through Spiritual faith would super-
cede carnal sacrificial offerings for sins.
Isaiah’” says, “Let the wicked forsake
his way, and the unrighteous man
his thoughts, let him return unto the
Lord and he will have merecy upon
him,and to our God and he will abun-
dantly pardon.” Isa. 55:7. Then we
have a better conception of the New
Covenant Jeremiah spoke about in
chapter 31 verse 33 concerning the
promise of Christ to Isracl, “But

the mwﬁiah
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this chall be the new covenant that
after those days, saith the Lord, [
will make with the housc of israel: I
will put my law in their inwuard parts,
and write it in their hearts, and will
be their God, and they shall be my
people.”

When we believe that Jesus Christ
i§ the Son of God, and believe what
he said when he said, “Verily, verily,
I say unto you, he that entereth no:
by the door of the sheep fold, but
climbeth up some other way, the sume

“is a thiet and a robber....Al that

ever came before me are thieves and
robbers.  but the sheep did not hear
them....I am the dcor, by me if any
man enter he shall be saved, and shall
go in and out and find pasture.”
Salvation, redemption, and justification
then came by the blood of Jesus who
was crucified upon the . skull-shaped
dome of Golgotha that crowned the
rugged height of Mt. Calvary and was
made (not under the law of carnal
commandment but by the sworn
statement of God) a high priest tor-
ever after the order or Melchisedec
and is the only propitiation far the
redemption of men who believe in,
and place their trust in him znd he
is com'ng again to receive his own
unto himself that where he is there
they may be also and partake
with him of the glory he had with
God before the world was which is the
climax of the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not
scen, and the only foundation of
Spiritual faith from beginning to end,

The Question of Peace

Eld. Lloyd N. Weese, 2806 Lanfranco . St

.. Los Angeles, Culif.

Armistice Day, the modern. world
emblem of peace, has just passed,
though it is still on our memories.
We look forward ounly a few days to
the Anniversary Day of the One who
is the very foundation of the only
true Peace that the world will ever
know.

Although it is popular to observe
old paganistic customs on that day,
nevertheless the true Christian doesn't
substitute for the name of Christ in
the word Christmas a capital X, but
thinks of Christmas as the memorial
‘of the birth of the Christ Child, the
Prince of Peace.

Yes, we as children of God, as joint
heirs with Christ, look forward to the
time when our Christ shall establish
in the earth, Peace, abundant as the
mnever ending waters of the River of
Iiife.

We like to think of the message of

the heralding angels (Luke 2:10-14),
“Fear not: for behold, 1 bring you
good tidings of great joy, which shall
be to all people. For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior,
which is Christ the Lord.”

The angels sang, “Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, gootl
will toward men.”

Then wunder the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, we recall how, thirty-
three years later  this same Jesus,
during the completion of His work in
the presence of men, prayed, “ Neither
pray I for these alone, but for them
also which shall believe on me through
their word; that they all may be one;
as thou, Father, art in me, and I in
thee, that they also may be one in us:
that the world may believe that thou
hast sent me” (John 17:20-21).

From these meditations we gather

that, when, and only when all the
peoples of this world are ene in Christ,
when we come in harmony and good
will 'neath His guiding hand, men
will llenrn war no more (Isaial 2:4)

When “we all come in the unity of
the faith, and the knowledge of the
Son of God, unto a perfeet man, unto
the measure of the stature of the full-
ness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13). Until
men and nations reach thag attitude
all peace conferences are doomed to
the same fate as the former ones,

.whose treatise have been scrapped.

“Fach one is q worker,

Where may we find you,

On the Lord's construction gang,

Or on the Devil's wrecking crew?”
—Author unicnown.

“Of the increase of his government
and peace there shall be no end, upon
the throne of ‘David, and upon his
kingdom, to order it, and to establish
it with judgment and with justice
from henceforth even forever. The
zeal of the Lord of hosts will preform
this.” Isaiah 9:7. '
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“And the darkness comprehended
it mot” (St. John 1:5).

Come with us, will you, to the
“Fiesta de Jesus el Nazerono,” at
Porto Bello, Republic of Panama.
The most fanatical, Yyet the most

pathetic scene I have ever witnessed.

The “Josephine” a boat .(fhm'tero(l
by the Y. M. AL of (‘hrlstoha_l to
niake this yearly visit, emharke‘(l from
port at 1:45 p. m., Oct. 21st, with one
hundred passengers. The sea aln'ng
side the shore did not live up lp its
usual reputation of being ex'cge(lmgly
rough. We had delightful sailing hf)th
ways. A number of new anfl lasting
friendships were made on this crowd-
ed deck.

We pulled into a beautiful harbor in
less than two hours. Already a num-
ber of heavily loaded. boats of all de-
scriptions were in the harbox'.. The
cayukasg and canoes were speeding to
each boat to unload its passengers,
conveying them to the shoreg of Porto
Bello. Eventually we landed on the
shore of this very historic place,
which dates its history back beyond
the time of Morgan and Drake. I am
sure from school days you remember
the stories that find their setting in
this place. With our view from the
ship it seemed to be a deserted village,
nestled in the hills, with walls of two
forts, standing at each end of the
little port town. But as you will see
with me, it was far from being de-
serted on this particular day.

The town can only boast of two
streetg, if you can call them that.
They are about ten feet wide, with the
length of two city blocks. These were
already jammed with a motley crowd
from all parts of the Isthmus and sur-
rounding islands. The West Indies
negro was in prominence (as they in-
habit the town now), then the Pana-
maian, a large number of Chinese,
Japanese, Hindus, with American
soldiers, sailors and Amer:can citizens.
All stations were represented from
the President of the Republic to chance
spenders. Among this cosmopolitan

group we found ourselves being with griefs such as we have never night the mob is at such a pitch I

The Black Christ

The Regions Beyond

By Mrs. T.H. Willey, Cristobal, Panama

pushed along.

After eating our lunch on the walls
of the old fort we made our way to
the church. It was only six-thirty
and already the place was packed.
We finally located a bench near the
entrance. Before the service was over
a West Indies negro was standing
between my knees, with one on each
side. Each member of our party was
thus situated. With the odors from
burning incense, the melodramatic
chanting of prayers, the glare of a
thousand or more burning candles,
the blast of pistols and fire crackers
on the outside, you were supposed to
be in the spirit of worship. The church
is a huge old building, very plain,
with the appearance of a barn. There
are four altars in the church, similar
to those we find in most Catholic
churches. But at the main altar is
the Image for which this day is ob-
served. The Black Christ stands on
a huge platform, gorgeously robed in
purple, with a white silk cord about
his waist. He is bearing a heavy
wooden cross supported by another
figure representing 'Simon of Cyrene.
On his robe are pinned dollar and five
dollar bills, lottery tickets (a gambling
system maintained by the govern-
ment), these were pinned on with the
hopes that the numbers would hit the
lottery and win a huge sum of money.
There are rosaries, gold lockets and
expensive jewelry over his arms,
given by very poor people. Around
the image are candles decorated with
beautiful boquets of flowers. These
are lighted when the procession starts.
The Black Christ is life size in form
and is made of black ebony wood.
There are only three in existence, one
in Guatamala, one in Europe, and one
at Porto Bello. The expression on
his face is one of fear, horror and
absolute defeat. May I pause a mo-
ment to say that I believe as our
Christ bore His Cross up Calvary’s
hill, there was not the facial expres-
sion of fear and defeat upon Him.
Though in that hour He was truly

“the man of sorrows,” and acquainted
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known, yet, I somehow feel sure that
His countenance radiated PEACKE-—
because of the garden experience; and
looking closer still, we can read
VICTORY—for the Son of man, though
on the way to pay the penalty for
sin, looks beyond the Cross to the
glorious Resurrection Morning.

The priest comes in, climbs to a
high pulpit and from there he begins
a recitation of prayers in Spanish
with a response, from this huge, may
1 say, mob. Many have come in now
with burning charcoal. The place is
full of smoke. At exactly eight
o’clock fifty men place their shoulders
to the handles of the platform on which
the two images stand and start on
their, once a year, march, which is
out of the church, down one street
and back the other. This parade
takes four hours. One worshipper
said to us that if the Black Christ
was not back in the church by twelve
o’clock he would become contrary.
‘When the procession started we sought
a large platform with a few other
Americans. The place was brightly
illuminated now as almost every per-
son had a lighted candle. The men
who were carrying the image were
doing special penance and were as-
sured of a blessing. As they lift the
platform the tom-toms begin to drum,
and it seems that all the fire works
are let loose at one time outside.
The men take one step forward, a
step to the right, then one to the left,
this is to exemplify the struggle of
carrying a cross. Those who walked
in tront of the procession walked
backward, this was asking a special
favor. It took omne-half hour for the
procession to pass through the church.
By this time we were quite ready to
make our exit, so we wended our way
out to a back street, many times run-
ning for fear of being hit with stray
sky rockets. Even on this back street
at this early hour the gambling de-
vices were in operation and the free
flow of beer and whisky was sicken-

ing. They tell us that around mid-

Via
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emotionally that one can expect most
anything,

vur boat sailed back to Cristobal at
ten o’clock. As we sat on deck of the
ship and drank in the quietness and
beauty of the night, with the soft
splashing of the waves, we again

lifted our hearts in praise as we have
done so many times since being here,
that we were privileged to be born in
a Christian country. With the prayer
of praise came a deeper desire that
these who live in darkness might
comprehend that the Light has come.

34 If There Had Been No Christmas For Us 3¢

By Eid. 1. H. Willey, Cristobal, Pan.

Have you ever considered what
might have been, had the infinite com-
bassion, the mercy of God, and the
interest of the saved not included us
in the program of redemption? The
only conclusion we can come to is that
we would have had no Christmas.
Have you asked yourself the question,
what does Christmas mean to me?
To those of us who read this, Christ-
mas has its background of many,
many years of blessing. In my boy-
hood it meant sleigh-bells and joyful

visits from home to home of the neigh-

bors in a round of observation of the
thoughtrulness in the giving of gifts.
Christmas is a GIFT TIME. Proba-
bly the custom of the giving of special
gifts originated for the Christian in
the early church as a commemoration
of God’s love gift of His Son to the
race of men. While today the masses
of our people in Christian America,
I fear have lost the significance of
this great day and in place of cele-
brating the birth of our Savior, many
Liave made it an orgy, similar to that
of the pagans, a time of drunken de-
bauchery,

I wish to remind you that, as strange
ag it may seem to us'in an enlightened
age, there are tribes and races of men
who never have heard of Christmas.
To them it is not a question, if there
had been no Christmas, to them there
has never been a Christmas. My heart
fills with joy as I think ot having a
part in bringing the meaning of Christ-
mas to a large group of those forgot-

ten people. The year of 1927, and
especially the Christmas season of

that year will always be graphic in
my mind. Back in the interior of
Peru, South America, I was having a
bart in teaching a group of natives
the meaning of the coming fiesta,
Christmas. This was to be their first
Christmas. We began months before
to prepare them for the event. To us
who can hardly remember our 