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The Good Way

dy Bld. C. E. Mann, Niangua, 2Mo.

“Stand ye in the ways and
see, and ask for the old paths,
where is the goad way, and walk
tlerein, and ye shall find rest
for your. souls.” (Jer. 6:10).

Isracl, the chosen people of
the Lord, were divinely blessed
in many ways above the nations
surrounding  them,  Abraham
was called of the Lord, and unto
his posterily was given (by the
Lord) the land of Palestine.

The leadership of the Lord
was not only demoensirated in
leading the children of Israel
from the land of Egyptian bond-
age, but in His Tfighting their
battles and establishing them
in “a land that flowed with milk
and honey,” and in giving unto
them the greatest kingdom the
nations have ever known. -

Not enly did the Lord give un-
o Isracl a kingdom, but He gave
them laws by which they should
be governed spiritually and mor-
ally, a religious faith—yel Isra-

,Cl forgot the Lord.

I am not writing this arti-

“cle with the intention of follow-

ing the Israeliles in their way-
wardness and  disobedience 1o
Ged’s laws, but rather to call
our attenticn fo how far we
-ﬂuwe_wandcrml from the vision
our fore-fathers had of the way
of the Free Will Baptist church,
its mission and its goal. From
studying the history of the early

“chjureh,, I am sure they were al-

Wways “ready to give an answer
to every man that asketh you

.a reason of the hope that is in

you wilh meekness and  fear.”

. Not long ago I was asked by
onc of our Free Will Baptist
ministers, “Did the Free Will

Raptist church branch off from
the Methodist?”  The answer
is—No, positively no! .

I have in my library a book
published by the Free Will Bap-
tist 99 years ago in which are
avticles written by a number
of our carly ministers, such as,
“Freedom of the Wil by
Enoch Mack; “Communion,”
by Martin Cheney; “History of
the Free Will Baplist Chureh,”
by Hesea Quinby; “Church Or-
ganization and Discipline in the
Tree Will Baptist Conneclion”
by John J. Butler.

In the book are the Articles
of Faith and Church Covenant
adepted on April 13, 1791, They
differ some f{rom the present,
hut in a greal measure are the
same.

For years I have studied the
deetrine and trend of the Tree
Will Baptist people. For over
40 years, I have lived in the rise
and fall of the dencmination.
I say, the rise and fall; for
truly it has been.

There was a time when we

,werc among the leading denom-
inations of cur land in member-
ship, churches (in cities and
pountry), home and foreign
mission ficlds, colleges and sein-
inaries and other lines of relig-
ious service that rendered our
denomination a light to lighten
the pathway of men and to glor-
ify Gad. ‘

When  the “0ld General Con-
ference Board” sold out our de-
nomination together ‘with its
calleges, schools, church build-
ings and foreign mission ficld

to the Missionary Baptisi, our:

people lost faith and since then

it has been a long and hard
slruggle lo get our people o
catehv a vision of our place in
the religious world.

Three vears ago at the Mis-
souri State Association of Free
Will Baptist, a number of our
young ministers asked me in
vegard lo a religious school of
fraining among our people.
When I gave them my answer,
they replied, “Can’t you start
a college for us?” 1 replicd,
“No, il takes money to build a
college and our people have
wandered from the path of giv-
ing. You can’t build a college
by selting an ‘old hen’ or on
ten cent denations.”  One thing
that will enable us to come back
to the old paths of giving as
(uickly as any other thing is to
manifest a larger interest in the
efforts cur State Work and the
Gem are advancing in order to
build to a larger ficld of use-
fulness.

For the past few wecks, Bro.
Brewn and the Gem oflice work-
ers have tried to interest the
peeple in a larger circulation
of OQur Paper. Brother Brown
has urged that cach of us' iry
to add a new member to the
list of subscribers. 1 wonder
how many have complied with
his request. A few days ago,
my wile and I were visiting in
a home and ‘I mentioned the
Gem, and Bro. Davis’ arlicle on
the foreign wars and the fulfil-
ling of Ged’s Word, and before
we closed our talk, I had sccured
the man’s subscription. I am
sending it together with others.

Some may say, “We are not
able to subscribe for the paper
or assist in the cfforts put for-
ih,” and yet the same people
will spend more for a picture
show and at places of amuse-
ment than for the Lord’s work,

sy . ¥ N vt
Until we arrive. .at the place: «
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History of Pleasant Grove Church

New Hope, Arkansas
By Mrs. Essie Hearron, New Hope, Ark.

About fifty-eight years ago the church at Pleasant Grove,
near New Hope, Arkansas, was organized—who did the
work of organizing no one seems to know, perhaps it was
Bro. Tom Townsend. Bro. Wm. Coggins lived here and
preached here about that time. The first members were
all from Alabama.
eight years old when her people settled here, and remems-
bers the organization. The charter members—as the old
record gives them—were W. T. Bell, S. D. Bennett, John
Swader, C. B. Shockley, L. M. Whisenhunt, J. R, Fox,
M. A. Bell, Mary Benmnett, E. Kykendell, and Mary Bush

The earliest minutes we can find run back to January
1889. At that time the church was called Bethel. T, J,
Townsend was pastor and A. A. Pate, clerk.

' In June, Bro. Churchwell and Bro. Barton preacheq.

At this conference, J. T. Barton was moderator pro tem,
and Gus Fox, W. T. Bell and James Coffman were appointeq
to see a brother about absenting himself from conference,
letters were granted to L. M. and Laypy

In August
«An arm was extended to the Ben Pate

Whisenhunt.

school house.
In September, DBrothers Fox and Brewer preached,

J. A, Brewer was elected moderator, and Bro. Jasper Smith
elected clerk. G. T. Box was moderator at the Oct,
;izztmg Letters were granted to &ster Sally Tatum,

‘Bro. and Sister Sidney Stabord and Bro. "Brewer.

J. W. Barton preached in November, and in Feb., 1890,
Bro. Barton and Bro. Shockley, also Bro. Gus Fox preacheu
and L. M. Whisenlunt preacied in March. The church
liberated Bro. Shockley to preach in May, 1890, and granteq
letters to Bro. T. J. Townsend and wife, Fannie. J, A,

Fox was moderator. J. "A, seemed to be in most all the

services at this time.

In August Brothers LeFevers and Lawless preached,
Bro. Tom Townsend was elected moderator.

Delegates elected to represent in the Association were
W. G. Bell, J. A. Fox and Z. B. Shockley.

The preachers that night were A, A, Alford and T. J.
Townsend, and at eleven o’clock Sunday, Bro. Lawless and
Bro. Townsend. Six days and nights were spent in ser-
vices by these men, assisted by Bro. Barton.

In September, 1890, Bro. Jason Greer baptized Slstex‘
Nora Bell and Vlonia Hill J. A. Fox became assistant
pastor that year. '

Z. D, Lawless was moderator in 1891. Margeret Church-
well was received by letter in July, Z. D. Lawless was
moderator part of this year. T. J. Bizzell, Elizabeth Biz-
zell and Mary Bizzell joined the church that year. -

In 1892, J. W. Brewer was moderator, J, H, Coffman,
clerk, and at their revival the following preachers preached:
Brothers Churchwell, Henry Pate, Tom Box, Greer, Jim
Goss, J. A. Fox and J. W. Brewer. Received members:
Mary and Sarah Brewer and Dallas Stroener, and the
earllest minutes I have were printed in 1887, of the 12th
Annual Session of Little Missouri River Association,

Bro. T, J. Townsend was pastor, and Bethel had 7g
members. They met at Gravelly Hill, Howard . County,

.. Jesse Jeffreys was moderator, R. W. Westbrook, assistant,

Continued on page thirteen
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The Feasts of the Lord

A Bible Study

on Leviticus 23

By the Editor

Last month we wrote briefly on
“Easter and the Resurrection.” This
month we will briefly discuss “The

Feasts of the Lord.” The first three
verses of Leviticus 23 relate to the
sabbath, and all the rest of the chap-
ter is devoted to the Feasts of the Lord.
There were seven of these great re-
ligious feasts or festivals, which were
to be observed every year.

Three of
Unleavened

these feasts: Passover,
Bread, and Firstfruits,
came in Auib, the first month of the
Jewish sacred year, which corresponds
to our month of April.

The Feast of Weeks or Pentecost
was observed in Sivan, the third month
of the Jewish sacred year, which cor-

responds to our month of June.

The three autumn feasts: Trumpets,
Atonement and Tabernacles were
served in Tishri, the seventh month
of the Jewish sacred year, the first
month of the Jewish civil year, which
corresponds to our month of October.

Only the Feast of Passover was
given in Egypt, the other six were
given at Sinai and all became a part
of the Law of Moses.

ob-

The Feast of Passover
This feast is memorial, being insti-
tuted at the time of Israel’s deliverance
from Egyptian boudage, to be observed
each year, on the 14th day of Abib,

throughout all the generations of
Israel.

The Passover illustrates redemp-
tion, upon which all blessings rest.

It typifies “Christ our passover sacri-
ficed for us” (1 Cor. 5:7).

The passover lamb must be without
blemish, and to make sure the lamb
Wwas sound, it was kept up four days:
50 our Lord was tested about three

and one-half years: but no fault was
found in Him,

The lamb tested and
blemish, must be killed and the blood
applied (Exo. 12:5-7); and this con-
stituted a complete protection to the
Israelites against judgment—the death
of the first born in all Egypt (Exo. 12).

found without

The Passover also pointed to the
“Lamb of God which taketh away the
sin of the world” (John 1:29). The
passover lamb must be roasted with
fire in the same night and eaten with
bitter herbs. So the Passover IFeast

typified the bread of life, which fact
is perpetuated in the memorial supper
(Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 11:13426),
“Take, eat, this is my body. And he
took the cup, and gave thanks, and
gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all
of it; for this is my blood of the new
testament, which is shed for many
for the remission of sins.” “For as
often as ye eat this bread, and drink
this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death
till he come.”

Yes, this passover lamb was a type
of Christ, and for about 1,500 years
continued to be cacrificed on the 14th
day of Ab:b each yéar in anticipation
of the sacrifice of the “Lamb of God

which taketh away the sin of the
world.” So on the day the passover
lamb should be slain, Christ became

the supreme sacrifice for the sins of
the whole world.

From the Exodus to the Cross, the
assover was an annual reminder of
the promise of God: since the Cross
the Lord’s Supper, as oft as we eat it,
is a memorial of Christ’s death till
He comes again.

Feast of Unleavened Bread

On the fifteenth day of Abib, or the
next day after Passover, which was,
the Jewish sabbath, was the KFeast of
Unleavened Bread. This feast was
also memorial, and represented com-
munion with the Lord, and a holy
walk with Him.

Leaven, wherever it i mentionedi in
the Bible, means evil, or an evil prin-
ciple; and since this feast, as were
all these feasts, was a holy convoca-
tion, all leaven must be purged out.
The thought here is beautiful; first,
redemption, then a holy walk,

This feast also furnishes us a type
of a holy walk under grace. Paul
cays in 1 Cor. 5:5, “Your glorying is
not good. Know ye not that a little
leaven leaveneth the whole lump?”’

And in verse six he urges that we
must be unleavened, then says, “For
even Christ our passover is sacrificed
for us.”

In verse 8 Paul speaks of keeping
the feast, perhaps he means the Feast
of Unleavened Bread: but it could
apply to any spiritual feast, or to a
communion with God: for we cannot
commune with God if the leaven of
evil is in our hearts. And he sums
up the theme when he says, ‘“There-
fore let us keep the feast, not with
old leaven, neither with the leaven of
malice and wickedness; but with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and
truth.”

This Feast of Unleavened Bread also
presents a clean holy litfe, and it car-
ries over into the Dispensation of
Grace; therefore we Christians, if we
rlease God, must “be holy and without

blame before him in love:” for Paul
says (2 Cor. 7:1), “Having therefore

these promises, dearly beloved, let us
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness
of the flesh and spirit, perlecting hol-
iness in the fear of God.”

But the Israelites soon forgot their
holy waik and that they should trust
God for all things needed; so they fell
to murmuring in the wilderness, and
all but two that were men when they
leit Egypt perished in the wilderness.
They started well; but listened to the
mixed multitude which went with the
Israelites out of Egypt, and to Satan;
so did not reach the promised land.
“KFor the Lord had said of them, They
shall surely die in the wilderness.
And there was not left a man of them,
save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and
Joshua the son of Nun” (Num. 26:65).

“A little leaven leaveneth the whole
lump” (Gal. 5:9). This is what Paui
said to the Galatians when they list-
ened to the Judaizers and fell away
from the truth—It is a warning we
all should heed.

Feast of Firstfruits

Then on the 16th day of Abib was
the Feast of Firstfruits. This feast
typifies the resurrection—first the res-
urrection of Christ, then of “them
that are Christ’s at his coming” (1 Cor.
15:23; 1 Thess. 4:13-18). The wave-
sheaf, waved by the priest on the 16th
day of the first month of the Jewish
cacred year, would be the first sheaf
of the barley harvest. It seems that
the grain was threshed out and beaten
into meal, with oil added, then pre-
sented as a meat-offering, together
with a drink-offering (Lev. 23:13).

To be continued






