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A view of the dclcga.lio11 present ~tl 

the National A:ssociatinn. The back 
ground is the big Methodist church we 
borrowed in which to con.duct the eve 
ning services. 
This picture is not inlended to give 

you a good look into the face of every 
individual that you may call then hy 

name, the original photo would not do 
(hat, and a printed picture is not as 
p!a.i11 ;rs the pholoA"raph. (The photo 
grapher at Paintsville will be glad to 
rake you a photo for 60c). This 
picture is to show you the lively setting 
a11d surroundings of the National Asso 
cialion, 
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We will be glad to change your 
address for the Gem, if you uotHy 
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We are always glad to receive arti 
cles, letters, reports, etc. from our 
l'eaders ror publication in the Gem, 
alon; any line that will help the 
Cause. 
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Our Church in California 
Dear Editor: 
' This is my first attempt to write 
to a religious paper of any kind. But 
our pastor asked me 1 o write to the 
Gem, and tell you about our little 
church in Califomia . 
This is tbe ouly Free Will Baptist 

church in tbe s1a1.e. A little group 
of Christians started having prayer 
meeting in a carpenter's work shop. 
Some of the readers of the Gem may 
know the carpenter who is Eld. E. N. 
Owens · of ·Lindsay. California. The 
Lord blessed us in a great way and 
three souls were saved. One of them 
was my own l:l year•. old girl. 
We' then 'started having preaching 

every Sun.day night. Some times Bl'o. 
Owens would preach but Bro. C. D, 
Findley was always with us. Bro. Gene 
Roads preached for us .several times. 
Be is a Missi<,nary Baptist preacher 
and a wonderful man of Goel. Bl'o. 
lCrnitt Clagg, a preacher from Okla· 
homa, uow living in Porterville, Cali· 
fomia, preached some. 

(Our crowds increased and the work 
shop was so small we began to hunt 
for a larger building in which to hold 
a revival meeting. We rented a build 
ing near Porterville that had been a 
garage and the lumber yard loaned us 

lumber tor seats. Bro. Findley and 
Bro. Owens put their whole soul on 
the alter of sac:rafice. and it seemed. 
the small <:ongregation come together 
in one mind. What a wondert'ul meet 
ing we had. Our souls wpm starved 
for the word of God. and we certainly 
did feast at the Lord's table. 
At the close ol' the meeting we organ 

ized a church with eleven members. 
That was on the evening of .June 4, 
and. now we have 26 members. They 
a.re everyone true-blue soldiers for the 
Lord. We have organized a Sunday 
School · too, and. it is · growing each 
Suday. 
Last Sunday Bro. Moore from Moss 

Landing. Califomia, visited our church 
and preached a wonderful. se:·mon on 
the subject of "Love." Sunday evening 
at 7: 00 o'clock the presbytery held an 
ordination service. and ordained two 
deacons. They then opened the doors 
of tile church and ·six united. Then we 
had the memorial services and washed 
feet. · 
We ask the prayers of all the readers 

of thP (hm1, f'or this cl111rch. We want 
to build a church of our own. 
If anyone feels like it. we would be 

so glad to get a letter of encourage 
ment to this church. 
-Claribel Long, Clerk, 415 So. F. St., 

Porterville, California 


