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EDITORIALS

Representatives of the Gem
In compliance with the plans suggested by the DBog,
of Directors in behalf of the circulation of The Gem. thy
Fas been seven representatives appointed. These are
in the state of Missouri; but the appointment of represe,
tives in active churches in otlker states ig solicited. ¢
representatives are:

Mrg, Roweng THORMIAR e e o ereleie oo s sisintols anl Monett. g
Harold Baldwin ....c.coceevienvcens Fredericktown. -
Edward Simmons . .....cceoeeeeeannnna St. Louis.
Rev, Harvey BE. Hill .................. St. Louis.
Mrs, Hope Baton ........c.cooeieniinaanan Stella, g

Miss Jeraldine Johnson
Howard Wilt \
Rev. James F. Miller, pastor at Flat River and One
the foremost leaders in the denomination, makes the foly,
ing statement regarding this plan of operation, “Persong)
the plan appeals to me. I often find that people do
know when their subscriptions expire, and that they
ready to renew when someone will send their renewqn)

the Cem Office for them.”

Brothter Jim has the pight idea: the representative sey
his church people in that very capacity, Each represep,
tive is furnished with information regarding
seriber in his church, and he is prepared and anxione
send in the renewal and also new subscriptions.  This
a simple, but very practical plan, and is already showy

each ¢

its effectiveness.

Other churches are adopting the plan and appoin:
their representatives. We urge all the churches, in
various states, tc appoint yepresentatives as s00n as POss

Our Associations and Food Rationing

Plan are already under way for the entertainmen
the Missouri State Association in the Monett Church
September, also for the Indfan Creek District Associa:
in the Carterville Church. Our ereatest problem is
food situation. Gardens are being nlanned with hopes
supplying vegetables and fruits. The Monett Churcy
planning a Free Will Baptist Garden that pury
Our rural churches can become a real asset in furnish
These are very fine plans, yet there
not available without points

for

farm produce,
important food
stamps of the rationing system.

We have been wondering if it would be wicked or
lawful to turn any surplus sugar, coffee, or other
to the association for the purpose of feeding the delega
which comes tc the association. If this could be d
it would go a long way toward solving the problem.
the church in Monett and Cartervile would like to ki
how many would be able to do this, and about how m
If it is possible for any one to do ¢
Allred, Monett, Mo.

items

could be supplied,
please write to Rev. O. T.

(]

~
i

»
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Christ and Calvary

Rev. C. B. Dees, Desloge, Missouri
Calvary was the foulest spot about the  Pontius Pilate, or Caiaphas took counsel
city of Jerusalem. It was outside the walls,  together, the death, the season, and the
and infamous. It wag the place where the spot  were appointed in that heavenly
vilest men were crucified and buried. council in which the Lamb, slain from the
Crucifixion was disgraceful, so much 50 foundation of the world, accepted the mis-

that no Roman could be subjected to it
It was the last mark of detestation on the
most abandoned and base of The
soil on the hillside was thin and scanly.
The victims of curcifixion had a hasty
purial, and often frem their scanty graves
{heir limbs would be left protruding and
the bodies of

men.

these un-
The

and

slain were often
carthed by jackals and beasts of prey.
ground was strewn with the skulls
bones of dead men, and the hill was popu-
Jarly known as “Golgatha, the place of the
skull.”

The Place Where Christ Died
As our die the most igno-
must in ihe

the
before

Lord was to
minious of deaths, He
infamous, so
decided. But

die

place most counsels of

men Herod,

long

sion to save ungodly men. Infamous in

the eyes of men, Calvary has hallowed all

divine services since Jesus died therve.

Jesus Walked Steadly To Calvary

Steadily the Son of God fixed His eye
on Calvary, and toward it He directed His
steps from His hirth. He came not into
the world to live, He came to die. He did
live, of course, He grew in wisdom and
stature and in favor with God and mau.
He left us an example of living, but all
this was incidental, for without Calvary,
He would not have trodden the earth ot
all, Onward, with a steady step, from the
manger He moved to the cross, He saw
its summit from His home in Nazareth.
Its shadows fell on His path as He toiled
beneath the hot sun in Nazareth, and all
His thoughts were fixed on it. Devout
Greeks at Jerusalem gought out His dis-

ciples, to whom they said, “Sirs, we would
cee Jesus.”  Our Lord knew that
through could the door of
be opened to the Gentiles.
troubled” at the
the atonement
the

only
Calvary mercy
“Hig soul was
The agony of
pressed upon Him,
death He must die
exciaim, “Father,
hour.” The corn of
into the ground and die,

request,
and
caused
me from
must fall
The strengthening

visions of
Him to
this

save
wheat

voice of God from heaven swept away the
agony from His brow, and, with uplifted
eyes, He exclaimed, “But for this cause

came I unto this hour.”

Christ’s Wonderful Life

Much could be

said about the life of
Christ, for it wag the most wonderful life
ever lived on earth. At thirty, He left the
home of Joseph, a few tools, and the work
of a carpenter to take up a course of power,
renown and repute. People

were awed
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by His divine utterances; the sea and the
elements heard His voice and obeyed Him;
disease felt His healing touch and departed;
demons knew Him and fled from His prea-
ence; the grave and corruption gave back
their prey at His voice. His miraculous
power was seen in all that He did, When
men arrested Him, He told them that ITe
gave them the power to do so, that it was
by His permission that any man touched
Him at all, In that senate, amid the
fiendish mockeries of His judges, He could
have called a legion of angels for His de-
liverance, He was arrested because Iie
came to the world for that purpose. He
laid down His life because He chose to do
so, and no man could take it from Him.
When He chose, He had the power to take
up His life again.

Calvary His Supreme Work
Jesus might have done all these wonder-
ful things, but without the death on Cal-
Jesus Christ would have been just

vary,
another of the worthy characters to be
numbered in the eleventh chapter of the

Epistle to the Hebrews along with Abraham
and Moses and others while the world
would have struggled on in sin with no
remedy for its guilt. Of His boyhood days,
from the time of His return from Egypt

until He was twelve years old, we know
but little, From twelve years of age un:il
He was thirty, we know still less, The
scriptures dwell not on these things which
would have been the anaterial for the mos
wonderful biography ever written, Inspir-
ation hurries on to the Cross as the goal
of His work, and the decds of those closine
days that culminated in His death are
recounted with a detail that loves to lin-
ger about that Cross.

Calvary the Center of History

Not only earth, but heaven magnifies
Calvary. Two visitors from heaven came
to Jesus and conversed with Him: they

did not congratulate Him on His perform-
ance of mighty miracles, IHis great teach-
ings, His perfect morality, though all thess
would have been worthy themes. but they
spake of His decease which He should -
complish at Jerusalem. Ilven heaven could
not be silent on the great theme of Cal-
vary, and angels still look on that summi’
with wonder. Calvary will never pass away.
When the decree goes forth that time shail
be no more, Calvary, like a jewel from a
crushed crown, will abide. Around it the
redeemed, before the throne, shall meet anl
sing in the presence of the Lamb, “Thou
hast redeemed us by Thy BLOOD.”

A Challenge From Our Youth

) Miss Alberta Dodd, Flat River, Mo.
A Hopeful Representative of the Youth of the Free Will Baptist Denomination

It wag before an audience of 350 men
and women of tomorrow that these strik-
ing words were spoken: “A good name
is rather to be chosen than great riches.”
(Proverbs 22:1), Still, after seven years
have passed, those words fasten themseclves
to my heart. Surely it wasn’t the person
who had spoken them, for she was a young
lady bravely proclaiming the Word of the
Lord, but it seemed to be the WORDS —{itly
spoken as they were, still are not forgotten.

How many of those men and women of
tomorrow remembered that proverb of
Solomorn? Such young hearts are “deter-
mined to know nothing” save good times
and merry making. Were there any of
those seemingly hard-hearted  youngsters
whose heart was not melted by the mes-

sage that followed? Facial expressions and
emotions showed nothing, but had we been
those youngsters only for u moment. could
we not know their feelings and delermin-
ation at that hour?

In “ye olden times,” things were different.
so we are told. Ivery child obeyed the
barents who gave tke orders and set for'h
rules to be obeyed, Did you ever lister
to the stories that Mother and Dad tellz
about their “growing up” period? Compar:
ing it with the youth problems today., W~
find an almost unexplainable difference, 1'
we may use the word “modern”, then I'?
us say that youth was modern then i
obeying the parents just ag today the hoy
and girl are “sitting in celass™ if they e

“boss Mom and Pop”, Nevertheless, w»

Al e
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have young men and women today that
are so consecrated to the Lord that no on=2
can Jjustly point toward them a scornful
fingure and gossip about that one who is
truly on the Lord’s side.

Christian boys and girls are wishing that
they might choose a good name rather
than riches, Public schools are challenging
our youth to make the proverb read “Riches
are rather to be chosen than a good name.”
" Young Christian boys and girls have great-

¢r trials in Christian living than almost
| anyone I know. I Know not for how many
1 may speak, but the modern high school
today is one of the hardest places about
which I know to live a true Christian life.

Our youth today is asking for a Christian
college where we might prepare ourselves
tc answer the great challenge that the
world is presenting today, Yes, our prayers
have been answered, Our young hearts
were made to rejoice when the debt was
lifted froan our own Free Will DBaptist
gchool, even though many had not the
privilege to contribute to its great fund.
It is just what our hearts were yearning
for. We were praying for God to give us
such a place of learnming and preparation.

Perhaps for many of us, it will only be
a make-believe stone in our air-castle: some-
thing to dream about and wish everyday
that we could be there. Only part of our
dreams had been realized when the sceheol

choose for ourselves.

opened in September, 1942, Now we arc
still dreaming — offering a greater challenge
to those who will feel the l'esponsibiiity.
We want to attend that school — that about.
which we have dreamed, hoped for, anid
anxiously awaited for the opening day. I
have spoken to boys and girls in my own
surroundings about attending our DBible
School., They have answered like this: “It
is what we have been waiting for. I am
willing to go, but —"” and then dreamed on
hopefully.

“A good name is rather to be chosen
than great riches.” -That is just what we
Many of us have ex-
ceptionally good names, but “gold and sil-
ver have we none.” Shall our dreams he
only " dreams? Perhaps someday we may
really have to pinch
whether we are actually sound in mind
or just building air castles that so easily
turble down.

We are offering this challenge to you
from many Free Will Baptist boys and
girls, praying that the Lord will someday
fulfill our every dream and imprint upomn
the heart of Christian workers the challenge
that the youth of the denomination is pre-
senting, DBefore the debt was lifted from
the school property, we heard this boid
statement: “I wish the Lord would open
the heart, mind, and pocketbook of Chris-
tians in our denomination,” And so He
did! He @id it once, He can do it again—.

259  Missionary Department <89

Rev. Winford Davis, Chair.-Treas. National Board, Monett Mo.

On February 14th, 1943, the first Free
Will Baptist association to be organized
on foreign soil for many ycars was perfected
in the province of Pinar Del Rio on the
“island of Cuba. Rev. Henry DMelvin has
recently made a trip to Cuba, under the
sponsorship cf our foreign mission board,
to assist the Willeys in 1‘\01'wa1‘ding the
organication work. Brother Bert Rogers,
4 member of our board, was planning to
zo with Thother Melvin, but took sick, and
had to enter the hospital, just before his
time Lo leave. We are very sorry DBrother
togers could not make tho trip.

p— |

We are very proud, indecd, of the way
our people are responding in a financial
way to our missionary cause., I would like
50 much to thank each of you personally;
but as that is practically impossible, I am.
glad of this means through the columns.
of our papers to render the thanks of my
heart to you.

I compiled a complete semi-annual report,
which covered from July 1st to December
31st inclusive, and it has been said to be
the greatest financial statement for foreign
missions ever to be set forth for any like
Deriod of time in the history of the Free

ourselves to find .
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The (Quarterly) Convention of Free Will Baptists held at Vinales, Sunday
I ebruary Tth. Most of these people are of Pedro Oliva’s ministry.

Will Baptist church. Praise the Lord for
this renewed interest on the part of our
people in this great work of sending the
Gospel to foreign lands, Your loyalty in
giving has made it possible for us to com-
pile that splendid report.

At the last National Meeting, at Columbus,
Miscs., the largest offering ever given by
any Free Will Baptist audience, at any one
t'me, for foreign missions was received
following Sister Willey's stirring message,
and the picture display by Brother Turner,
It amounted to $175.00. No wonder that
Cod is blessing our dencmination, when we
will show such an interest in the very pur-
pose of God, in the entire church program,

tkat is, the taking and sending the GOSPEL

to the LOST. Anything in a church pro-
gram, that does not tend toward that defi-
nite end, is amiss, if not an abomination
in the sight of the Lord. Let us not fall
short of the direct purpose of God in our
lives as a denomination of people. We
have no right to be proud we are Free Will
Baptists, unless we can be consoled in

knowing we are serving this very purpose.
If we are conscious we are failing in this
purpose, may God make us to be ashamed.

I trust we forgotten our state
which forth and accepted

have not

yuoctas, were set

at the National Association last Ju
IFor fear we might have forgotten. 1
going to restate them to you here; takin
them from page 25 of our National Minu
You will notice in the minute that
quota for the state of Misouri was se!
$1200.00 but here I am setting it at $2000
for the reason that our state associal
last September voted to increase our st
quota to this last named figure. So 1l
stand as follows:
IV S O RS S ae s 5% 516 o o lie e sl elies o s $2.0tH
North Carolina ....... ... ... .. 1,801
SNBSS SOOIt eii s o v 355 o G s 900
(906 Ko T e O O R R s S 6N
NG o s e s e e i s Hi
O B T OB e < 5ol a6 5 olie sitn) o) e e ol oa /e it
DD @ =) By A S 5 ket s & g ) (M
G oo A e R A I s T e e
Alabama ......ouiiiiiiii . 3l
Sy bind ath Y OF2 o)l 6 b o s e e )
A= alin ) 6 £ o B
VA T e 1 S R R R {
T T O S e T Late 2heits: e ool el e o e 21
Mississippi -« covviiiiiii it
N G VI T A s e ke e o s 154
R0 1 i 085 B € 0 S S A e 150.1
Lo} o720 e $9,000

\
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The Pinar Associaticn of Free Will Baptists was organized in San Luis, in
the province of Pinar Del Reo, Cuba, on February 14, 1943, and licensed ail

our young Free Will Baptist preachers,

Rev Henry Mevlin attended.

The (Quarterly) Convention in Sebalo.
Ciapel in the backgrovnd. Blas Serrano is pactor of the group. There were
a rumber of conversions this day in the meeting.

Come on
fall
first

now, and don't let your state
suggested quota. In the
some of the states went
a little over half their quota; some of them
came near the half of their quota; and some
of them fell considerable short of half.

short of the

«ix months,

We also had the dedication of ihe

We hepe that during the coming six months
we will all completely up to, if not
over, the mark.

It is inspiring to think how wonderful
our church name, and the name of Christ,
has been taken to other countries during

come
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these days of the modern missionary move- names of the individual donors. All foreig:
ment of our church, To Venezuela the mission funds from each state should 1,
message was carried by Miss Yeley, to India sent to the state secretary who would saqid
by Miss Barnard (which work is yet in funds monthly to the national treasuy.,
progress), to Barbadose by Miss Esterbrook, The financial report of the national 11
to Panama and Cuba by the Willeys, and gurer would be greatly simplified when
to Liberia by Brother Paul whom we did porting by states. It is nothing but rig]
help to support for awhile. May the work that each individual giver to our wor:
go on and on! cause be named in the church papers, The
I wish to say a word about our monthly are not giving for mere publicity, to
financial reports in the church papers. 1 gure; but they are worthy of honoral
would like to be able to make my reports mention which should be the task of 1
in total amounts as from each state. That state secretary of foreign missions.
is, the total amount from each state, giving wus all do our best, and keep the good wo
the name of state instead of naming each going. The Lord is blessing and giy
individual. Thig ideal would require a state ug wonderful opportunities, so let's
secretary in each state whose responsibility tinue to make the best of them.
would be to keep a record and publish the Yours for the Gospel to the whole wao

Report of National Foreign Mission Treasury
Report for February

Rev. Winford Dawvis, Treasurer, Monett, Mo.

St. Claire Memorial S. S. Class of St. Sale of missionary pictures by
Mays Church, New Bern, N. C. .... $10.00 Winford Davis ..................

First F. W. B, Church, Ft. Worth Bastern Union of S. €. wvooronn. o3

] Texaﬁ """ Tt iineny Sl S =4.00 State Line S. S. Convention of Ala.

Wolverine Assn. of Michigan .... 69.41

Young People's League, Tulsa, Okla 10.00 State of North Carolina by the state

Kanawha Q. M. of West Virginia .. 14.38 Ireasurer . ....cccoceiuinereosoonee

Claud E. Sawyer, Ware Shoals, S. C. 2.00 Mt. Vernon S. S. of Illinois ......
Nat'l. Woman’s Auxiliary Convention 36.00 Sent in by Miss Barnard as a result

(Gteorge Webster, Washington, N. C,  15.00 of Miss Yeley's tour in Tennessee 64
Perseverance Work — vs — Dreams
T. H. Newsome, Springtown, Texas T. H. Newsome, Springtown, Texas
Be not discouraged though you fail, Great excellence is ne'er attained
In tasks you try to do; By merely, idly, dreaming;

For if, in patience, you bnrevail, Life’s chief objectives most are gailed
Success will come to you. While sweat from brow is streaming
ANNOUNCEMENT ANNOUNCEMENT
The Executive Committee of the General The Johnson County IFree Will Ba

joard of the National Association together Sunday School Convention will mee!

with the TForeign Mission Board and the Paintsville, Kentucky, in the Free

Trustees of the Bible School will meet in Baptist Church, on April 18, 1943 al

joint session in the Bible School, Nashvilie, o¢’clock p. m. All superintendents and 1
Tennessee, at 10:00 A. M., April 13th. c¢hers are requested to be present al
Recommendations for the good of all of meeting,

ouy national work will be gratefully ac- James H. Owens, Chairman
cepted from anyone. Mrs. Albert Webb, Secretar)

- R L N e T T e PR (T U T R e e -
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Tennessee Free Will Baptist Orphanage

A Story Told in Pictures

The Boys’ Living Quarters, a modern seven-
room house with a full-basement, bath and
a furnace

' Aunt Elizabeth Coontz, Mat-
ron of the Boys’ Cottage, with
her flowers on the cottage lawn

Mrs. Myrtle Lauderdale and
Miss Millie Lauderdale, Cook
and helper. The Lauderdale
folk are refinad Christians, and
superior in every way to the
The Seven Roys in front of their Cottage average help

R e R T L o STy R e 8 et e TR N s A LI
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The Entire Family Croup on the Entrance Stens of the Main Building

The Main Building from a distancs
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A Group of Boys and Girls in
their Work and Play clothes

Three of the Youngest, Alice
Fugate, Dorothy Bennett, and
Bonnie Hall

Pid, Jim, and Uncle Walter Coontz — Farmers.
Pid is five years old, Jim is three, and Uncie
Walter is slightly older

Jack, the oldest boy with the calf which 00k
Second Prize at the County Fair

WHEN IT RAINS-IT POURS!

An Editorial

Semetimes, in my estimation, the Gem is rvather
plain in appearance. Then when it does rain, oh
poy, it pours! I like pictures. Good pictures tell
a great story. Just look at them! This issue of
the Gem is extra-ordinary, and there are some move
good pictures already planned for the May anil
June issues, The Monett Church will be shown
in May and an Illinois church in June,

‘We have received wonderful co-operation from ouv
people in this capacity and we are indeed grateful
for their help in making the Gem more interesting.
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Margaret and Trula, the oldest girls, and
‘‘Brother’’ Woolsey and Mrs. Woolsey in
attendance at the National Association gt
Columbus, Mississippi.  Margaret is a Junior
and Trula is a Senior in High School

Some of the Girls

Report of Missouri Treasury
Report for February

Rev. Winford Davis, Treasurer, Monett, Mo.

Foreign Missions New Harmony Mission Circle ...... 9.6
Sublette Church, Greentop, Mo, .... $4.00 Myl'téze l\I/lmng.l :’attoll, MO,y oovivia e L
Mr. rs. Lloyd Warren, Archie, Mo, 2.0
irs. Alene sle "On: ; .15 A ; >
2 9o Wotslay, . Eronsugh, " Mo LA Creen Grove Mission Circle ........ o
Eldorado Springs : : s .
el ((‘)1' e::n[l;},? Su()vllda).r]S(hool r3).10 Allocation Fund
% '4k : Y e(‘ ; 111(‘)n £ aurch ... ... .;. o (Penny-'L-Day)
1ekioTy: SGovessChureh's . ol s i 3.40 Mt Olive (Neola) Auxiliary ...... $3
Mrs. Margaret Turner, Granby, Mo. 10.00 ponett CHUPCh +..eovnnnnneeennn... 2.0
gitibleyS S PointiChurehs o8 it 1.00  nerls Chapel, Cassville, Mo, ........ 6.5
Northeast Missouri Missionary Band 15.00  p;.cedonia Church, Purdy, Mo. .... 1.4
Mt. Olive (Neola) Church drill offering 4.37 . T PR S O b b £ty o ey b o
Goldia York, Greenfield, Mo, ...... 00
WAllEBrlce s SAra0ola), | VIO, e e bt iis 1.00 Benevolence Fund

Merls Clkapel for Tenn. Orphanage $20

True Blue Class, Mt. Olive (Neola) 1.00
Robert Cross, Stockton, Mo. for the

Mr. & Mrs. W, I. Jemes, Niangua, Mo, 15.00

Mrs. S. A. Davis, Monett, Mo. ...... Ll e e RSERERL DIPLRDARS. ..l is s g
oS AV €0 13 Ge] s P ROl SR S v i 5.05 Jehoida Chest Fund

Mine La Motte Sunday School ...... 40z Monett Church .................... i
Willey Circle of Flat River Auxiliary 15.04 Hickory Grove Crurch, Archie, Mo, .. 1L
Corsicana Church and Sunday School 3.00 Educational Fund

2 e T @1 ) e L A B e o S 4.40 Indian Creek League Rally ........ $138.2
Rock Chapel, Norwood, Mo. ........ 2.00 Mr. & Mrs. W. I. Jemes, Niangua, Mo. 10.t
Independence Church, Stockton, Mo. 31.25 Robert Cross, Stockton, Mo. ........ 2.5
W. E. Fresnell, Los Angles, Calif. .. 5.99 New Machinery Fund

Bliaer Eve: Chupehy . i s & Sien ats 1.01 Mrs. Margaret Tunner, Granby, Mo. $1U.0




April, 1943

Free Will Baptist Gem

Page 13

* Our Boys in the Service * |

Fort Bliss, Texas

Dear Brother Rollins:

I am sure you will be surprised to hear

from me, but I am hoping it will be 2
pleasant one. I thought that you and
other friends of mine might be inter-

ested in what I am doing, and how I am
setting along. I am getting along just fine.
I am located at Ft. Bliss, Texas, and am
working in a hospital in the Army Medical
Corps. 1 like the work just fine, only, like
ali others, I am wishing for the war to
soon end so that I can go home to stay.

1 believe that the radical change in the
war situation is due to so many peoprle get-
ting down on their knees, too, I think now
that some down right “old fashioned” pray-
ing will bring the war to a close s00n.

When you see any of our friends please
tell them I said “Hello,” and please pray
for my wife and I.

My wife sends me the Gem from home,
and it means a lot to me, 1 get to attend
church at the First Nazarene Church in
E1 Paso, and enjoy it very much.

I am sending you a song poem that I
wrote today for the Gem, if you think it
Las quality and deserves any printing space,

Your friend
Cpl. Marvin P. Dalton
51st Gen. Hospital, Barracks No. 1

The Old Paths
There is a story of paths old and new,
Only the old ones are all that will do:
Mother has taught me and showed me the
way,
I'll thank my mother till my dying day.

Many have trod them, we know them by
name,

They always found they were ever the same;

So when there were storm clouds and when
the winds blew,

They found the old paths were all that would
do.

These pathg leads us onward to Heaven's
estate,

Where loved ones are waiting for us at the
gate;

By keeping the old paths there is rest for
the soul,

So I'll just keep going 'til I've reached the
goal.

This sounds old fashioned to many to day,

But why fret and worry what others may
say;

Our Savior ig leading, He never was WIrong,

He moves all our burden and leads us along.

Chorus.

I'll take the old paths and keep going on,

'l keep on praying and singing a song;

Though I may stumble and some time get
blue,

I'll keep the old paths the whole journey
through.

Taken from Jer. 6:16, and dedicated to
Rev. Talbert, Rev. (W.M.) Bingham and
Rev. Carter. All are ministers of many
years experience and members of the First
Mission Association of Free Will Baptists
of Oklahoma.

— 30

A.8.N. 35203175 Co. D. 150th Inf R.
A P.0. 827 % Postmaster, New Orleans

Mr. Editor and Friends:

Just a few lines this morning to say
hello, and to thank you for the Gem which
I have Dbeen receiving., Since my grand-
father is a Free Will Baptist minister,
I am quite glad to receive it. I wanted to
get hold of a copy before I did, and I made
mention qf the fact to the pastor back home,
in one of my letters to him. I find in the
Gem that men have begun to broaden out
the scope of the Free Will Baptist denom-
ination of which I am very glad.

In time past, before I became a goldier
for Uncle Sam, I traveled some with grand-
dad, and I have been in some wonderful
revival meetings with him. I have always
had a yearning to take his place some day,
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but like David, T would even like to be a
door keeper in God’s house if that was
What He would have me do.

The first copy of the Gem I ever saw
Was at a quarterly meeting at Kenova, West
Vil'gima, several years ago, and I have
liked them ever since.

Since I've heen in the army, I have gotten
away from the way I used to know a wholo
lot, but experience in both works has given
me an experience that is worth more than
gold, although I would'nt sell my experience

of the last two years, T would'nt wan! ;
go through it again, for my best qays V¢
ait home, doing something I alwgys Hke*
to do. )

Well friends, time is flying, anq I ™Y
go, but I'll drop a few lines ne 0*
these days

Again I thank you for your kindness :
thought and may I wish for ] you tht
very best in your fields of labor.

Sincerely yours,
Sgt. Everett mhomas

again ©

0l

{

Our Bible School

Rev. L. C. Johnson, President

€

P

There is a period in history known as the
“Dark Ages”. This was a period when very
little progress was made. There were a
few progressive reople who lived then, but
things in general were in a slump. About
the beginning of the 16th century there was
an awakening, The bonds of ignorance and
Superstitution were broken and the world
enjoyed progress and enlightenment. We
might say the Roman Catholic Church which
had kept the doors of opportunity shut, was
forced to open them and the world came to
itself through the ministry of such men ag
Luther and Melanchthon.

For many years our church might have
tompared favorably with this period known
ag the Dark Ages. We were inactive in
denominational enterprises, We were carry-
ing on no missionary or educational activ-
ities. There were a few among our members
Who were p.ozressive, but were never able

‘to br'nz about an awakening. But if it is
true there was this period in the history of
our church that compared favorably with
the Medieval period in the history of the
Wworld, it is no less true that our church is
nlow experiencing a renaissance. This is
true in every department of our work,
however we wish to think just now partic.
ularly of the educational phase of our work,

On September the 15th we began class
Work in our own Free Will Baptist Bible
School. We had a small group of students
on the opening day. (We are glad to say
that the number has gradually increased).
By October 13 God had so wonderfully

blessed in a financial way that we held
the dedication service and retireq the in-
debtedness, All through the first gemesSter
we were conscious of the blessings of the
Lord Then came on the second gemestel-
We are glad to say that we did not los¢ #
student at the end of the first gemestel-
but had a fifty percent increase. However
because of the war and other uml\-oiduhlr
circumstances scme have had to drop °ul

Rev.

L. C. Johnson
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o that we have fourteen enrolled at the
present time.

We are busy now making preparation
for next year. A school bulletin is being
prepared which will contain announcements
for the next gchool year as well as a descrip-
tion of the courses. We hope to have this
out in the very near future to mail out to
all prospective students.

Prospects are bright for our school both
from the financial and student standpoints.
From the student standpoint it is very
likely we will have as many as we can
accomodate mnext year. We are already
mailing applications for next year to stud-
ents who definitely plan to come. It will
be wise for any one planning to come to
let the school know of your plans as far
in advance as possible, From the financial
side we can only express our most hearty
thanks to all who are so loyally and liber-

ally supporting the school. The annual
endowment plan has met with the most
hearty response. Wherever this plan has

been introduced it has met with the approval

church that one of our students, Rev. Damon
Dodd, is pastoring that is worthy of special
mention.

Brother Dodd is pastor of Loyal Chapel
Church at Columbia, Tennessee, which has
a membership of 79, and is about three and
a, half years old, This one small congrega-
tion is paying into the school $53.50 each
month, through the annual endowment
system. It might be said by some that
this is the only thing the church is doing,
but this is not so, for one thing they are
raising money to build a new church as
soon as the government will allow. This
instance is cited to show the possibilities
that lie within our denomnation. We have
only cause to rejoice over the financial
response from our people.

May the school again express its thanks
to every loyal Free Will Baptist who is
making the school possible. It gives cause
for rejoicing to know that in a world of
confusion and disorder there are those who
are still interested in the cause of right-
eousness, May the blessings of God rest
upon every one who is making this great

of our people. There is one particular work go forward.
The Great The Whole
Commission World
— Our Mission For Christ

Woman’s Auxiliary Department

Tt
/%,\

_\.Egi
N

The Hour of Prayer

Mrs. K. V. Shutes, Cordova, Alabama

should become a fixed habit in

It is a sin to neglect prayer.
“God forbid that I ghould gin against the
Lord in ceasing to pray for you.” Many
people do not pray only when they
down and out, or in some grave danger ov
trouble, When the sun shines Dbrightly
and all is well, prayer is neglected. God
wants us to commune with Him regularly.
We should have a certain time set aside
every day as a period of prayer. “When
thou prayest enter into thy closet, and when
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father
which is in secret; and thy Father which
seest in secret shall reward thee openly.”
(Matthew 6:6).

It is encouraging to know that when

Prayer

our lives.

are

We pray we have the blessed Holy Spirit
to help us. “We know not what we should
bray for as we ought: but the Spirit itseif
maketh intercession for usg with groanings
which cannot be uttered. And he that
searcheth the hearts knoweth what is in
the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh
intercession for the saints according to the
will of God.” (Romans 8:26-27). True
brayer is prayer inspired and directed by
the Spirit. When our prayers are directe:l
by the Spirit, we will ask for the right
thing in the right way.

One of the most important facts abouf
the regular prayer life is that it keeps
Christians away from gin. Prayer will keep
one away from sin, and sin will keep one
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away from God. .Sin and prayer do not
mix, “If I regard iniquity in my heart the
Lord will not hear me” (Psalm 68:18).
“Your sins have hidden his face from yon
that he will not hear you” (Isa, 59:2;,

“For the eyes of the Lord are upon the’

" righteous and his ears are open unto their
prayers” (1 Peter 3:12). “If our hearts
condemn us not, then we have confidence
toward God. And whatsoever we ask we
receive of him because we keep his com-
mandments, and do those things which
are pleasing in his sight” (1 John 3:20-21),

" A regular time of prayer each morning
will supply the Christlan with spiritual
refreshment throughout the day. If we
turn our thoughts to God in the morning,
 we have a better chance of keeping Hiin

in our thoughts all day. It prepares us
- for the day’s work, “In the morning will

I cry unto thee and look up.” (Psalm '5:3).

While it is true that Christians shoull
have special times of prayer, it is well ta
remember that our prayers should not be
confined to that special time in the closat,
We should practice the habit of uttering
or . breathing a silent prayer wherever we
may be, Christ does not keep certain offica
hours, but He ever liveth to make inter-
cession for us. We are instructed to pray
“without ceasing”. We can breath a prayer
while walking down the street, in the
office,, riding in an automobile, washing
the dishes or wherever we are. We should
slay in touch with God all the time,

I am not outlining any definite objectives
for April, but I am asking you to Dpray
just as the Holy Spirit leads you at the
nine o’clock prayer hour. I feel led to
do this, so let us ask the Holy Spirit 1o
inspire us as to what we should pray for.
“Praying always in the Spirit.”

Church Letters - Field Reports

Free Will Baptist Church
) Tulsa, Oklahoma

Rev., Melvin Bingham, Pastor
Mrs, A, F. Fipps, Reporter

Dear Gem Readers:

As we write, this Sabbath afternoon, we
are still rejoicing over the wonderful morn-
ing service in which four precious souls
were saved. Rev, Harry Staires who has
been with us in a revival brought the
message that truly was sent from heaven,
His subject was “Automobile Religion.”

" 'We wish we were able to tell you just how
" the Lord did bless. We are so thankful
for a man of God who will sacrifice home
and loved ones and preach the Word of
" God. Sister staires is in the hospital, and
we pray for a speedy recovery for her, It
seems that the devil is trying to keep the
servants of the Lord from their labor., So
‘far in the revival, there has been twelve
" souls saved and reclaimed, and about nine-
teen additions to the church, We are thank-
ing God for these blessings.

‘We have with us R. B. Candry, music

teacher and gospel singer of Cushing, OKkla.

who -is directing the song service, . After
the revival, Bro, Candry will teach musie

_younger

at our church. With so many of our younx
men in the service of our country, the
and. older ones must carry on.

From time to time, some of our boys in
uniform are home, and how happy we are
to see them come to church, and to hear
them witness for Jesus. Just this morn-
ing, one of our boys came forward to bow
at an altar of prayer in behalf of lost souls
bowed there.

We are glad to have those from other
churches visit and worship with us. We
were especially glad to have the Drumright
Quartet with us. We trust that God will
direct them to come our way again.

ATTENTION

Free Will Baptists of Alabama

On March 5, 1943, the Board of Trustees
of the orphanage movement of the Alabama
State Association purchased the old Bap-
tist Academy of Eldridge, Alabama which
is about 25 miles west of Jasper, Ala. on
a good paved road.

“The Missionary Baptists spent arounl
$100,000.00 here and had school for several

years. They lost it in the depression, and
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the Walker County -Board of Revenue
bought it for a state N. Y. A, School. As
you know, there is no more N. Y. A. The
Board of Revenue sold us this property
for $1,000.00

This property consists of a two story
brick building with 45 rooms; a two story
reck building with 6 rooms and an audi-
| torium; a two story building with 16 rooms,
the first floor of this building is rock while
the second story is wood, There is a
library worth $500.00 or more, and more
than $500.00 worth of furniture in the
buildings.

We are going to have an all-day working
there on April 23rd. Come, and bring o
group to help us. ’

We gave ourselves seven years to pay
for it, but we hope to retire the debt this
year. The way our people are giving, we
will pay for it this year. We have 20,000
Free Will Baptists in Alabama, Send your
money to V. C. May, Vernon, Alabama.

— Rev. K. V. Shutes, Reporter for Board
1 30 -

Free Will Baptist Church

Drumright, Oklahoma
Rev. Harry E. Staires, Pastor

o ————

Mrs., Vera ‘Stanley, Reporter
Dear Gem Readers:

v For the first time, I will try to report
for our church here in Drumright. Our
{ Sunday school attendance jis progressing
wonderfully, and our church attendance
is good both in the morning and evening
"services, We thank God for a man who
will  preach uplifting sermons for the
Christians as well as sound warnings to
the sinners, He points out ways in which
we, as Christians, are failing to do our
part, and he helps us to be better servants
,of the Lord.

| Our prayer meetings, every Wednesday
night, are very inspiring, and we feel the
presence of the Spirit of God. We are

thankiful for good old time shouting Chris-

tiang that are not ashamed to .testify for
our Savior.

Last month, we enjoyed second Sunday
singing in our church. Last Friday (Feb.
Jith), the First Mission Association met
"here for their rally, The business seszioa
;was in the morning, and inspiring messages
were delivered in the afterﬁoon by Bro.

Lane and Sister Hattie Newman. Both
dinner and supper were served at the church
by the mission ladies.

Short messages were given at the night
service by Brothers Lane, Clint Fincher,
Charlie Jones, Lonnie Hall, Herod Florence,
‘Worley Hillard, Tolbert, and Sisters Hattie
Newman, Sadie Fincher, Charlie Dressler,
and Faye Bookout. Special numbers in
songs were given during the evening by
quartets from Silver City and Drumright.

The quarterly meeting will be' at Drum-
right on. February 24th to 26th. A large
number in attendance is expected.

May our prayers be that God will bless
us as a nation and give us peace and
liberty.

30

First Oklahoma Association
League Rally

We, of the First Oklahoma Association
of Free Will Baptists, are very proud of
our ever growing League work. Of course,
we have felt the dint of the war in the
absence of so many of our boys, yet we
can tell' we are still growing in numbers
as well as in interest. For this, we want
to thank the older people of the church.
Their interest, guidance, and faith in us
young people spurs us forward to higher
8oals of Christian work. -

January 31st, we held our first rally of
this year at the. Central Avenue Church
at Oklahoma City. Considering gas ration-
ing and the tire shortage, there was an
exceplionally large attendance. Representa-
tives were present from Earlsboro, Tecum-
seh, Pleasant Hill, and Roff.

Brother Evert Brown brought an intro-
ductory message on “Why Sit We Here
Until We Die,” which seemed to be very
appropriate in this day of great need for
wide awake -and full-armourer Christian
workers.

Lunch was served by the Oklahoma City

church.
- The foliowing officers were elected:
Pregident. ...:....... Brother Evert Brown
Vice President, ........ Bro. Clyde Argo
Tc er@dirg Secretary .... Mrs, Clyde "Argn
Corr, Sacretary .... Sister Marie Burnsed
Treasurzy Sister June McClaih
Sronsor Rev. John H. West

Our next rally will be held on May 30th
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at the Tecumseh Church, Brother Doss
is to bring the introductory message. We
are looking forward to that time.
" Marie Burnsed, Corresponding Sec.
: 30

Sandy City Woman’s Auxiliary
‘ Catlettsburg, Kentucky

The Woman's Auxiliary at Sandy City
wag organized by Mrs Lizzie McAdams in
- October, 1941, We have enjoyed our work

and - feel that it has been a blessing to us
as well as to others. Our efforts have
Deen feeble, but we thank God that He has
used them to His glory. We have had
monthly services at the County Home and
the County Jail, and prayer meetings in
the homes of the sick, From these services,
there- has been three conversions. These
montkly meetings have been a blessing to
all. . We are looking forward to a greater
plane in the field of service, We are giving
. a partial report of the work done in the
last fifteen months:

Home Missions ..........00.. .. $45.48
TForeign Missions .............. 8.48
Tennessee Orphanage .......... 5.00
Kentucky Orphanage .......... 27.13
Fducation .......... et eier e 4.08
Ministerial Relief ............ 28.36
National Convention Dues ...... 11.00
Unified Program Fund .......... 15.00
Sandy City Church Bldg. Fund .. 535.23
Superannuation ................ 9.08

Benevolence ...........0000.0. 2145
Food and Clothing to Needy .... 104.18

Total ......... teeiereccasanas $814.47

We are new in the work, and have much
to learn, but we trust that this will be o
better year and more souls will be savel.

Our money has come through tithes and-

oftferings. We earnestly covet your prayers
in our bhehalf. Mrs. Ernest Griffith, Pres.
30

Free Will Baptist Church
Wewoka, Oklahoma .

Dear Editor and Gem Readers:

We are reporting again after an absence
of @ few months. I was elected as reporter
‘to the Gem from our church, and. from

is growing, despite the fact that our pastor
had to be absent a great deal during his
illness; however, he is greatly improved
now and - is able to be back in the church
to conduct services.

The Lord is still blessing our church in
a wonderful way. One soul was brought
to God last Sunday morning after Rev,
Regers brought the message, “Hindered
Prayers’.

Our pastor has just returned from the
auarterly meeting held at Drumright, He
reported it to be one of the best we hav.
had. The next quarterly meeting will be
held at the Old Ministers Home and Cammn
Ground Site. Another new dormitory has
recently been added there for the girls ar
Youth - Camp; an orchard has also beewn
added. The new dormitory was added bLe-
cause of the growth of the girls attendanc.
al last year’s camp. - :

Remember our church when you pray.

' Miss Wanda Rogers, Reborter.
30

Free Will Baptist Church
The Alka, Kentucky

Lear Editor and Gem Readers: -

I wish to report our big revival hela
at the Free Will Baptist Church at Ty,
Alka, Kentucky. The meeting began oy
January 10th and was a revival, indeog,
fr¢m the beginning. The good Lord cang.
in mighty power. Elder Fillmore Gamb:
and Elder Don Fraley, both of The Alk,.
and DBrother Bert Webb from Lawren,.
County, Kentucky assisted in the meetin.
The Gospel was preached with Holy Ghoyt
power, and what conviction resulted! INye
and women came weeping and praying ang
found the Lord precious while the gong
people of God were continually bpraisiy;
His great name. It was a real Pentecow:,
they were not drunk, but filled with 110
Spirit.- There were 28 who were burie.y
with Christ in baptism, with more to follaw
soon, There were 69 saved in this glorioys
meeting. People came from a distance .,
hear the Word of God preached in .
purity. We have a few God-called preachens

‘whom God is rewarding with an ingatheripn,

of souls. The church at The Alka is reall,

now on we are going to try to report to on the mountain top. May God continy-
you every month. to bless in His wonderful way.
Our Sunday School and church attendance Elder ; Millard Van Hoose, Pastor

——TT S

-
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Tom’s Creek Free Will Baptist Church
Nippa, Kentucky

Dear Editor and Gem Readers:

I wish to let all the Gem readers know
what a few of us are doing in this part of
the world. After our big revival closed at
The Alka Church, we just moved over to
Toms Creek Free Will Baptist Church with
Elder Fillmore Gambel, Elder Don Fraley
and Bert Webb.
27th, What a glorious beginning, with two
saved the first night The people praised
the Lord from the beginning. How good
for brethren to dwell together in
unity, when everybody is being led by the
Spirit.
ers that God can use, and what power the
Spirit witnesses through them. Many peo-
ple came a great distance to hear the Gos-

This meeting began Jan.

it is

We sure have some humble preach-

pel that can save them from their sins.

There has been 68 saved to date, 35 have
received baptism with more to follow, and
there were 45 additions to the church. The
whole church is built up in the faith, and
the Lord is saving daily such as will be
saved. We had some church members who
didn’t like it when some backsliders were
reclaimed, They put me in mind of the
elder brother when the prodigal son cama
home, Let them return to the Lord, it
would be a great help if a lot more would
come back home. We have a lot of re-
quests for revivals, but we cannot tell just
when we will get around to them. May
the Lord bless all the Gem readers.

Elder Millard Van Hoose, Pastor.

The ‘‘Mission Band'’ of Northesat Mo.

At present, I gam visiting among the
cLurches in the Northeast Missouri Asso-
ciation. Gne of my main objectives in
coming here was to attend the “Get-
Together” of “OUR” Mission Band. Last
September, Jokn W. and Ida Adkins and
I formed a mission band, and appealed
to Rev Winford Layis and Rev. T. H.
‘Willey for a boy to preach the gospel in
Cuba for us. Through their kindness, we
were assigned Rev, Luis Diaz, whom we
veceived into our lives as our adopted son
—In the ministry, Since organizing our
bard, Sister Isabell Buchanan and Sister
Jessie Eggert have requested admittance
into our band— bringing with them their
tithe money.

During the business session, Feb, 27th,
we voted to increase our assistance to
Brother Diaz five dollars a month because
he has married since we began our support.
The one regret of our meeting was that
Brother and Sister Diaz could not be pres-
ent. How I desired that Brother and Sister
Diaz could have witnessed the Joy that
was brother and Sistéer Adkin's as we dis-
cussed the matters concerning the life of
our adopted children in Cuba, I say our
adopted “children” for we have taken
Sister Liaz into our lives as our adopted
daughter. '

I have visited two churches and two
mission bands since coming here, and find
them adopting plans for regular offerings
for the different auxiliaries of the church.
This is a mission tour, and I am not for-
getting the Gem, thus inclosed the list of
subscribers. Rev. C. E. Mann

Kansas City, Missouri, R3

OBITUARIES

CAVIS—The golden gates again swung
open on the morning of Feb., 1, 1943, when
the soul of our beloved sister in Christ,
Katie Davis, soared away to the God who
gave it , there to await the roll call of the
saints on that bright eternal morning.

Sister Kate, as we all called her, became
a Christian, and united with the Free Will
Baptist church at ‘Davis, N. C., in her early

girlhood, and was always faithful to her
church, her home and community. Her
faithful service and Christian influence
are worthy of our deepest gratitude.

If she could admonish her sorrowing
friends and loved ones left behind, she
would, no doubt, say, “Be ye also ready,
this home is worth more than all your earth-
ly realm.” ’
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* SHe will be greatly missed by the many
friends who loved her, and especially her
. Sunday School Class, for her pew was never
empty when she was able to attend,
. She leaveg to mourn for her, one "son,
Corbit, with whom she was making -her
home: "her husband, Kilby Davis,
bPreceded her to the
fore. She also leav
Louisa 7. Davis;
Willis ang Mrs.
tlleré,

having
grave three years be.
€S an aged mother, Mrs,
two sisters, Mrs. Melissa,
Mittie. Davis; three. bro-
Herbert, Jerome and Denarg Davis,
two grandchildren together with a host of
relatives ang friends.

Her going brings us much pain, but we
.Weep not as those who have .10 -hope,

for
we know that when our earthly house

wells, but all will be
ever more, o

. i
Funeral services _were

conducted gt the
Free Will Baptist Church by Rev. . K,
Tyson of Stantenburg, assisted by Rev.W, 3.
Sprinkle, pastor of the local Baptist Qhy;
The remains were taken to ‘the cemet
and placed beneath 'a moung
'_\flowel‘s, a ‘tribu_te of her
.thé‘re to await the coming
Son of God. To her loved o

ch.
ery
of beautity]
-many friengs,
of the blessed
nes left behing,
of consolation:
hrist and to die
lessed assuranco
that lanqg whers

niay. we impart this word
We know that to live is C
is gain, and we have the b
that she has at Iast reached
all tears are ‘wiped away.

,‘Novtgar‘s in Heaven, no sorrows giveﬁ,
-All will be glory in that lang.
There’ll be no sadness,

all will be gladnegy
When we shall join tn h

at happy band. .
s -~W_r‘itte‘n by a friend,
‘ Mrs, Maggie Willis
1 Davis, N. C.

1

.
[

. CURRY—Mrs,

v Mary Emma, Cu}‘ry Passed .
away in Pither, Oklzhoma.  She’ wag 82
vears old, wife of Rev. T. E,

is  modetrator of Tri-State 5t
Will Baptist .association,
been ‘a resident of Picher 16 yearg ang was
a-member of South Picher Free Wil Bap-
tist Ghurch, located af 700 Coliege St., Pichor
Oklahoma,’ She is surviveq 1,

d by her. husbang,
"l,two daughters, three brothers, three sisters,

Sister "Curry had

L Curry wny
h Sunday Fyes K

April, - 1943 -
and a host of friends. o W A
Services were conducted by Rev.dWRev‘

Evans, First »Bap_tistv pasto?, an

Lester Easterly of Miami. e apessel
Our loss is heavens gain for < trom

are the dead which die in the lerat ey

henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, :i their

may rest from their labours: an

works do follow them.”

. . - .. n(‘l
"“'In memory’ of “our dear b91°Ved,11_‘¥.5;Ze(1
and father, Claud V. Lincp]n, whto ]é)sthel‘-
away. one -year ago, March 12th, a e
Missouri.

IN MEMORIAM - .. .

' ;(jné‘yéar ago today you left us,

" Afid our “hearts’ are filled with pain.
We long ‘for you rigkt here at home,

But we know we shall meet-again. ol
You're home in the'heautiful' hills Of,
.. In-the valley of rest so fair. .
S'on"le;d'ay when: our task is done,
" Witn ‘joy we will find you there.
Thank God for the faith that tea(;’lle‘s,
‘ Whén the “struggle of life is oel’nes
We' shall meet our own dear l'ov‘ed o
' And know them all once more. .
'Wl;at mzitter though life be wgary_
" And 'we'tread its path alone,

If when the journey is ended,

. OWIL

In Heaven we shall know our OW

' Sadly missed by

wife and children
. 30 —

. _Help Me Thy Will To D?rexas-
: T, H. Newsome, Springtown, ‘
Help me, Dear Lord, Thy will to do

Eadh day and every hour. .

)

E ou, !
Keep me, Dear Lord, real close to ¥ S

-Bustain .me by. Thy power.

-1 cannot trust in human 'strength,

“The flesh 'is weak and frail; noe,
But, when I.place -my trust in Thee,
I know I shall prevail.

I am beset ?ﬁ every sidﬁe{: '
By sin’s seductive call;™ ’ de,
But through | Thy grace, whate’er betl .
Il over-come it all. ‘

s

Help me then, Lord, to dedicate
My powers all'to Thee. . C
My 1life .I wholly. consecrate . . - i
Forever THine to be.



