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Oh! Lord, Intervene
T. H. Newsome, Spr ngtown, Texas

Why the distress, why the sorrow,
Why the misery and the pain,

Why does war with all its horror
Drench the earth again with blood?

Will our boasted Christian nations,
From such carnage never cease?
Let the law of right relations

Rule the earth with love and peace.

0O, Thou God of all Creation,
Maker of the universe;
Intervene, lest devastation
Shall continue to grow worse.
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9F GOSPEL SERMONS &

The Sabbath and Redemption

John B. Rollins, Editor

NOTE—Thig
the Free Will Baptist Church, Carterville,
Missouri, where the KEditor is pastor, and
stenographically written by Norma June
Summers, Secretary of the Free Will Bap-

sermon was preached iu

tist Gem.

l'l’ IS COMMON knowledge among Chris-
tians everywhere that God created the
world in six periods of time called days,
and that on the seventh day He rested.
He sanctified that day for His sabbath of
rest; and He enjoined upon His people
to hallow the seventh day and to remember
it and to keep it holy and, by all means,
to obstain from labor. Down through the
ages the people of God kept this day; and,
ai the time of Christ, they were very strici
in its observance. Since Christians, gen-
erally, do not observe the seventh day for
their sabbath, they have allowed themselves
to become careless and refer to that day as
the sabbath of the Jews, It wag not the
It was God’s sabbath—God ¢
Since Christians, generally,
rather the
first day of the week, there is some ques-
“Who made Sunday the
sabbath?” The answer is clear—All Mighty
God. “When?" Way back in the eariy
days of the Old Testament, as recorded

Jew's sabbath.
holy Sabbath,
do not observe Saturday, but

tion among us;

in the 23rd chapter of Leviticus.

God had more than one sabbath-— He
had many sabbaths, To be specific, God
ordained ninety different kinds of sabbaths,
and they were all God’s, and they all had
their purpose. This is an important truth
when we come to understand and interpret
the New Testament. For example, the New
Testament says that our Lord Jesus Chrisi
was crucified “on the preparation day:
that is, the day before the sabbath.” So
Christians adopted the theory that Jesus

John B. Rollins

was crucified on Friday. 1t is clear that
Jesus wag out of the grave before dawn
on the first day of the week. Jesus said
concerning Himself, in Matthew 12:40, “Fovr
as Jonas was three days and three nighis
i the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of
man be three days and three nights in the
heart of the earth.” We know that seventy-
two hours backward from Sunday morn-
ing is certainly not Friday,
ask: “What
which day of the week the Lord was cruci-
fied?” And I agree, it makes no difference
at all on which day of the week the Lord
was crucified, but it does make a difference

Some may

difference does it make on

how we teach lies to the children concerning
the time element in the crucifixion of our
Lord. From Friday afternoon till dawn
Sunday morning is only thirty-six hours

and not seventy-two. So the fact remains.
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He was crucified before the sabbath, but
that sabbath was not the seventh day
sabbath. Then which sabbath?

Now we go to the Old Testament., Look
at Leviticus 23 beginning with the 23rd
verse. There God talks to Moses. “In
the seventh month, on the flrst day of the
month, shall ye have a sabbath; a memmorial
of blowing of trumpets, an holy convoca-
tion.” Now look on down in the chapter.
“aAlso on the tenth day of this seventh
month there shall be a day of atonement:
it shall be an holy convocation unto you.”
Still speaking of the day of atonement—
“It shall be unto a sabbath of rest.” Now
Jook furthur down, “The fifteenth day
of this month shall be the feast of Taber-
nacles for seven days, On the first day
shall be an holy convocation. Ye shall do
no servile work therein—on the eighth
day shall be an holy convocation unto you.”
Of this feast, it 1s said, “On the first day
shall be a sabbath and on the eighth day
shall be a sabbath.,” The first day of the
month, the tenth day, the fiftteenth day, and
the twenty-third day are all sabhath days,
ond neither of them the seventh day sab-
bath because these figures are not divisible
by seven. There are many other such
sabbaths — ninety of them in all.

In the fore part of the 23rd chapter of
Leviticus—“In the fourteenth day of the
first month at even is the Lord’s passover.”
This was a special sabbath, an holy con-
There were seven other consecu-
tive days following, each day being a
sabbath day with the eighth day being
another speciul sabbath, an holy convoca-
tion, They observed the letter of the
Passover through the ages, which means
very little to us; but the gpirit of the
passover is the crucifixion  of Christ. As
Paul tells us, “For even Christ our pass-
over is sacrificed for us” (1 cor. 5:7).
Peter referred to Christ as the Lamb with-
cut spot or blemish (1 Peter 1119).

vocation.

In the midst of the passover week-sabbath
was another special sabbath. It is desig-
nated as being one of the most important
days of the whole Bible. The name of it
was the Feast of First Fruits, and it was
to oceur “On the morrow after the sabbath”

-—after the seventh-day sabbath. The

spirit of the feast is the resurrection of
Christ. In speaking of the resurrection
Paul said, “But every man in his own order
Christ the first fruits; afterward they thai
are Christ’s at his coming” (1 Cor. 15:23)
Christ said of himself “Except a corn of
wheat fall into the ground and gje it
abideth alone.” He was the corp £
wheat, and he died and by his 1-esm'rectio
the resurrcction of all men is made o
sible in a personal resurrection typil;;)s'
hy the Priest waving a sheat of er ?d
over the audience on the sabbath of :}lln
first fruits. N

Another sabbath is the Feast of Popgq
cost. “And ye shall count unto you fro;,;
the morrow after the sabbath  from the
day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave-
offering; seven sabbaths shall be cOlllDlet(‘“
Even unto the morrow after the seventl].l
sabbath shall ye number fifty days; apqg
ye shall offer a new meat-olfering ypt,
the Lord.” The spirit of this in the Nev
TPestament is that exaetly fifty days 'dl'tur-

—

Anchored To The Rock
T. H. Newsome, Springtown, Texag

A storm was raging on the deep,

And not a soul would dare to sleep;
Our little ship rocked to and fpo—
Foam-crested billows swept her how,
Her inmates were all filled with dreaq
But our brave pilot bravely said; '
This small, frail craft will bear the shock
"Tis firmly anchored to a rock,

Dark, sullen clouds may over-spread
Life's firmament, above my head,
The vivid lightnings rend the sky,
And deep-toned thunders make reply:
Great waves of Anguish surge ang 1-oli
Threat'ning to o’er-whelm my soul,
But my frail craft will hear the shock
"Tig {irmly anchored to The Rock. ,

I fear not, though no ray of light
May cleave the darkness of the night
Tho’ winds may howl and tempest bea;
And torrents fall, a solid sheet;

No fear of danger will I fecl,

Ior Christ, my Pilot, is at the wheel
And my frail craft will bead the shock’
"Tis firmly anchored to The Rock. ’
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the resurrection of Christ came the day
of Pentecost which occurred on the morn-
ing after the seventh-day sabbath and is
the same order of the first day of the
week according to which our Lord was
raised from the dead. The feast of Pente-
cost was another special sabbath, “An holy
convocation—ye shall do no servile work
therein.”

We look on into the seventh month, in
the first day of the month shall ye have
a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trum-
pets. The Spirit of this feast is yet to
be fulfilled at the blowing of the last trum-
ret, “For the Lord himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of - the archangel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first” (1 Tlles. 4:16).

There is another sabbath of the order

of sevens in a much larger sense, being a

gabbatic year every seven years, The spirit
of this sabbatic year, which is the “sabbalh
of the land” shall be fulfilled during the
millennium when the curse of sin shall
be removed from creation. The millennium
will be In the largest sense a climax of
the sevenih day sabbaths.

The sabbath of the First Fruits, on the
morrow after the seventh day sabbath when
our Lord rose, advanced in a larger sensc
into the sabbath of Pentecost, which was
on the morrow after the seventh day sab-
hath, when our Lord established the Church
which He would perfect into an institu-
tion having neither spot nor wrinkle, and
it advances in a still larger sense to the
morrow after earth’s millennial rest — even
to the very dawn of cternity. This is tha
spirit of the Old Testament Jubilee Sabbatl,
when the redeemed of earth shall enjoy the
glories and blessings and fruits of God
throughout cternity without having to work
to obtain them, This is the climax toward
which God’s whole plan of sabbaths 1s
moving, and Christians hear the Joyful
sound in the'r spirit and consciousness
that “there remaineth therefore a sabbath
to tke people of God.”

A Voxe from the audience — “Please give
chapter and verse which authorized a
change in the observance of the regularly

recurring seventh day to the first day of
the week.”

There is no such chapter and verse. The
spirit of the Old Testament sabbaths of the
order of “the morrow after the (seventh
day) sabbath” bespeaks the resurrection
of Christ and all that His resurrection is
able to accomplish, which is the basic prin-
ciple of the Dispensation of Grace. Ag a
change was affected from the dispensation
.of law to the dispensation of Grace with-
out any commandment authorizing the
change so the basic principle of the grace
dispensation wag also brought in with the
dispensation —and that without any com-
mandment authorizing it. The crowning
achievement of God set forth in the Bible
— the death, burial, and resurrection ol
Christ —is of such significance that it
brought the grace of God which gives sal-
vation to us all, which the letter of the
Law in the Old Testament could not do.
What greater authority is necessary?

FREE WILL BAPTIST
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The Cross of Christ -- Our Glory

Damon C. Dodd, Stu.dent Minister in the Free Will Baptist Bible College
3609 Richland Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee

Text: “But God forbid that I should glory
save in the cross of ouy Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom the world is crucified unto me
and I unto the world.” (Galatiang 6:14)

ROM THE EARLIEST history of man
until the present day, landmarks have

played an important part in the activities
of "his life. These landmarks may have
been many and varied. The Children of

Israel remembered Egypt by the fleshpots,
the onions, leeks, and garlic. Jacob set up
twelve stones at Bethel to mark the place
where he had made a vow to God The
priests of Israel, at the command of .I.ushuu,
twelve stones at the
the Jordan had parted to let
through.  Abraham’s altay at
Bethel served as a landmark to remind him
ol his duty to God after he had gone into
Egypt and sinned. Lot’s wife was turned
into a pillar of salt for looking back at
the wicked city from which she was fleeing,

sel up a mound of

place where

them pass

and this landmark stood as a mute warn-
g against disobeying the Lord God
e i .
Eabylon was laid waste because hey rulers

and people forgot Cod, and today the wild

Rev. and Mrs. Damon C. Dodd

jackals and othe; desert animalg harbo!
there on the site of the otherwise desolate
scene, which serves as a landmark of what
the displeasure of God can do to any nation
forgets Him, Even today, landmarks
serve a great purpose. We locate oul
homes by them; we describe scenes by
them; in fact, without them we would be
But above them all

that

seriously handicapped.
looms one landmark that means more to us
than any other. All peoples of the world
have, or should have the same interest in
it means as much to one as o
It marks the scene of the great-
the most marvelous.
conquest

il because
another,

est victory ever won,
yea, the most miraculous
made. There it stands prominent and avail-
ing today as every day, and its shadow
touches every part of the world,
Christian or heathen, for behind it shines
Yes, the Cross of Calvary

ever

whether

the light of God.
looms out as the landmark of all landmarks,
for therein lies the way home to God, Truly
“The way of the Cross leads home.”

im-
there
new

Crosg stands out as the most

one's life. It is
our sins and find
many things can be
life worth while
can glory in tho
crucified to the
“T am

That
portant object in
that we may leave
life, It is there that
that will make
Therefore, we
are
in Christ.
nevertheless 1
and
I live by

cbtained
to live.
Cress, for by it we
and made new
crucified Christ:
yet not I, but Christ
life wkich I now live in the flesh
the faith of the Son of God who loved me

himself for me.” :

world
with live:
the

liveth in me:

(Gal, 2:29).

and gave

When Christ died on Calvary, He became
the offering fop His bleod ~7as
shed fop that fulfilling the
demands of the law which had said, “3V th-

sins.
thug

our
purpose,

cut the skedding of blood there is no re-
mission.” (Heb. 9:22). John the Baptist
had <aid, referring to Jesus, “B hold the
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin

cf the world.” So when we come to the
Cross, we first of all obtain cleansinrg {7om
gin.  “But if we walk in the light as he

i in the light, we have fellowship one with
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another, and the blood of Jesug Christ, his
Scn, cleanseth (1 John
1:7). This cleansing is of nature
that we are made whole; a new creatuie
in Christ Jesus. “Therefore, if any man be
n Christ he is a new creature: old things
away: behold, all things ave
be-cime new.” (2 Cor, 5:17). We are re-
decmed, not by the perishable things of the
earth, not of any good thing that we have
Paul wrote in Eph, 2:8-¢,
“LI'or by grace are ye saved through faith;
ard that not of

us from all sin.”
such

ar» nassed

dene; but as

yourselves; it is the giit
¢f Cod. Not of works lest any man skould
bcast.” It is through the blood shed on
the Cross that our sing are forgiven, KEph.
1.17, “In whom we have redemption through

"

his Dblood, the forgiveness of sins....

In thug coming to the Cross and having
the Blood applied, we can henceforth stand
i God’s presence justified, “So then, being
justifed by faith we have peace with God
Lord Jesus Christ.” gain,
3:24 “Being justified freely by
his grace through the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus.”

through our
in Romans

Thus justification makes
it possible for us to stand in God’'s presence
with the assurance that we will be accepted
of Him for His Son’s sake. We are as
guiltlesg creatures, even as His very own
1 John 3:1, “Behold, what manner
of love the KFathep hath bestowed upon us
that we should be called the sons of God.”
“Beloved, now

sSons,

Verse two is very definite,

PERSONAL SOUL WINNING

A guide to the most effective
methods of winning men to Christ
by William Evans

“That the individual Christian may
be prompted, encouraged, and equipped
to do this kind of Personal Soul-win-
ning work, is the purpose of this
book. The leading scripture refer-
ences have been made to stand out
distinctly from the main body of type
in order that they may be easily
located.”

192 Pages, Cloth Covers, $1.25

Order from ‘‘The Gem’’ Monett, Mo.

are we the song of God.” Such an experi-

ence removes all condemnation as stated
in Romans 8:1, “There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ

"

Jesus. ...

Having been redeemed and justified by
Cross, we obtain peace —
While we were
considering before coming,
fears were raging within
and without. A great unrest was felt and
such uncertainty of the future that was
present.  All was black and hopelesg and
no peace was to be found, Isa. 57:21,
“There is no peace, saith my God, to the
wicked.” At the Crosg all feay and mig-
giving vanished and
“TLere is no fear in love; but perfect love
casteth out all fear.” (1 John 4:18). 1In
Christ is peace, fop we read in Eph, 2:14,
“IFor he is our peace who hath made both
one.” Again in Romans 5:1, after justi-
fication we have “peace with God through
our Lord

coming to the
peace ¢. mind and heart,
waiting and

fightings and

perfect peace camec.

Jesus Christ.” iod’s love shed

abroad in our hearts puts us at ease and
gives peace not as the world gives, but that
which

passeth understanding,

At the Cross a reconciliation is made.
We who were once at variance with God
and His Son; we who had been in open
rebellion against His will; we who were
strangers to His grace, obtained the friend-
ship of God at the Cross through becominz
reconciled to Him through His Son. Eph.
2:16-17, “And that he might reconcile both
unto God in one body by the Cross, having
thereby: and came and
preached peace to them which
off, and to them which were nigh.” The
story is told of a young man and his father
who had come to bittep disagreement and
they clashed.

slain the enmity
were afar

had become so enraged that
ordered the son to
leave at once, ag he would not have such

The father thereupon

a disobedient, ungrateful wretch under his
roof,  The son went his way and for years
did not venture to come near his home.
Eventually, the mother, worn with
and grief, came down to her bed and when
her case was diagnosed, she was told thaot
she would Thus she lay,
until knowing that she could live only a
few more days, requested that her son be
called. This was done, and when the son

care

never recover.
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arrived his mother was dying, However,
her last moments were blessed with fuj]
consciousness, and she recognized the 50.1
who was standing at the head of the bed.
Neither the son nor the father had offererd
to speak to the other. The mother, with
Lier hands that were already becoming cold
with death, took the hand of her husband,
who was standing opposite the son, and the
hand of the son and with the last ounce
of cnergy that remained, she brought their
handg together over her dying hody.
They thus stood ag the wife and mother
clitped out into eternity with g smile of
trivunph on Ler face because she had re-
coenciled father and son, That is exactly
what Jesus did by Hig death. He took the
hand of guilty man and placed it in the
hand of God, thus reconciling us top QGod.
So the Cross represents a reconciliation.

Through the Crosg we have access to Godl
Heb, 10:19, “Having boldness to enter into
the holiest by the blood of Christ.” Under
the ceremony of the Law, only the High
Priest could enter the Holy of Holies ant
that only once a year for the Purpose of
sprinkling the blood on the mercy seat to
atone for the sins of all Israel. Thus the
requisite of God for the cleansing of a
sinful people was met. for the time heing.
Nor did any one elge dare-to enter this
place for none had access to God but the
High Priest, When Jesug died, the veil
of the Temple was rent in twain from the
top to the bottom, exposing the Holy of
Holies and tearing down the wall of parti-
tion once foy all. “Therefore, by the blood
of Christ we have access to God. By a new
and living way which he hath consecrated
for us.” For He “hag not entered into tha
Holy places made with hands which are
figures of the true, but into heaven itself,
now to appear in the presence of God for
us.” (Heb. 9:24), So He becomes our Medj-
ator and through Him we have access unto
God.

Having come to the Cross, we are no
longer under the curse of the Law nor are
we bound to it for any cause or principle.
“For by the works of the Law shall no
flesh be saved.” (Gal., 2:16). Instead we,
through God’s law come to Him by the
-blood, since we cannot be saved by the
Law. Thus were all the sins of all men

laid on Christ when He went to Calvar'y-
The Cross stands not only for my 1-edem‘.l‘
tion, but also avails for “the sins of ﬂ.(f
whole world,” RRomans 8:2-4, “For the law
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jes.us hlls
made me frec from the law of sin ar}
death. For what the law could not do '“
that it was weak through the flesh and f9f
sin condemned sin in the flesh: that.tl:f;
righteousness of the law might be fqulll;:(‘
in us who walk not aftey the flesh, but aftes
the Spirit.” .
Then, we are sanctified through (i2
Cress. Heb, 13:12 “Wherefore Jesus al‘ii?v
that He might sanctify the people WU:
His own blood, suffered without the gﬂt@:
Threugh full acceptance of Christ and H@
cacrificc we are set apart, cleansed al'.'«.}
made 1meet for the Master’s use, .Tl.“.b
ganctification fits ug for the battles of lii2
in that we are made able to overcome th.?
tempter, we are given a desire to do }‘I‘D
will fully and we are set at variance \'\'lth
the world to the extent that those things
which we once loved we will hate. Our
love will be centered on the Lord and things
heavenly. Thus we are cleansed and made
meet for the Master’s use. 2 Tim. 2:21, 22.
With all these wonderful Dblessings se-
cured and made mine by the death of
Christ on the Cross, why should I do other
than glory therein. Thus, I can only say
with Paul “God forbid that I should glory
save in the Cross of the Lord Jesus
Christ.” And in thus glorying I can do
no less than take up my cross, deny my-

THE GREAT DOCTRINES
OF THE BIBLE
By William Evans

This volume is intended as a ground
work or text book in the study of
theology and is a very careful and
painstaking setting forth of the great
doctrines of the Word of God. It
has been used for years in a number
of Bible schools and training insti-
tutes for Christian workers, A}iqpted
also for group Bible class, or indi-
vidual use.

275 Pages, Cloth Covers, $1.50

Order from ‘‘The Gem’’ Monett, Mo.
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self and follow Him, In the words of the
beautiful song may I impress upon every-
one the happiness of glorying in the Cross.

In the Cross of Christ I glory,
Towering o’er the wrecks of time.

All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime.

When the woes of life o'ertake me,
Hopes dcceive, and fears annoy.
Never shal]l the Cross forsake me:
Lo! it glowg with peace and joy.

When the sun of bliss is beaming
Light and love upon my way,

From the Cross the radiance streaming
Adds more luster to my day.

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,
By the Cross are sanctified; )

Peacc is there that knows no measure,
Joys that through all time abide.

Thus we are inspired to take the Cross,
not as an emblem of shame, but as an
honor and glory. And may God grant
that we may stay necar the Cross.

I take, O Cross, thy shadow as my abiding
place;

I ask no other sunshine but the sunshine
of His face.

Content to let the world go by, to know
no pain nor loss,

My sinful seltf my only shame; MY GLORY
ALL THIE CROSS.

SIN

Sam R, Kennedy, Student Minister in the Free Will Baptist Bible College
3609 Richland Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee

THERE IS IN the minds of some people
a question about sin. Some preach
that a person can live without sin, and
some preach that one cannot live without
sinning. Why not settle this question now?
All we have to do is to take what the
scriptures say. Some people had rather
take what some college student says about
it than to take the words of the Bible, but
this does not change the Word of God.

The Origin of Sin

Sin is th‘e transgression of the divine
law. All unrighteousness is sin over-step-
ping the law, the divine boundary between
good and evil. In the beginning God cre-
ated man in His own image, that is, man
was holy, righteous and possessed with a
knowledge of all that ig good. God placed
him in the Garden of Eden, a place of
happiness and contentment, where there
wag no pain, sorrow or anything that was
discomforting. He also made Eve, Adam’s
help-mate, to be with him, Then He gave
- them.n av.commandment,= saying, -Of=every
tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:
but the tree of knowledge of good and evil,
thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”
There God gave them the freedom to keep

their happiness or lose it. We sce that
Eve partook of the forbidden fruit because
the scrpent said she would not surely die,
and she gave also to Adam, her husband.
and he did eat. We see that Adam and Eve
did not have to commit that sin, they
listened to Satan rather than to God, and
they were driven out of the garden or the
place of happiness, because they disobeyeil
God one time. He plainly states in His
Word that He ig not a respector of person,
likewise if we sin He will punish us.

Provision for Sinners

Man sinned and fell just like many people
are doing today, They are listening to
Satan rather than to God. God loved man,
and because of that love He gave His only
begotten Son to the world that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life (John 3:16). He
gave him as a ransom (Matt, 20:28)., What
is meant by a ransom is clearly set forth
in Lev. 25:47-49. It is to deliver a thing

~ror- aspersaby: paying.a_price;Xto; buy back A"

4 person or thing by paying the price for
which it is held in captivity, $So sin is
like a slave market in which sinners arz
sold under sin (Rom. 7:14). Souls are
under the sentence of death (Eccl, 18:4).
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Christ, by His death, buys sinners out of
the market, thereby indicating complete
deliverance from the service of sin. He
“leoses the bonds, sets the prisoners free
by paying a price — that price being the
blood of His own body. Now we see how
we are placed back in fellowship with God.
Then if we sin we will fall back under
the curse of sin again and without repent-
ance we will perish with sin (2 Peter 2:22).

Now Let Us Reason a Bit

When we are born again, we’ have tha

Spirit within our hearts as our teacher
a1d to lead us along the way. We say

that He is a.great. teacher, and He has
all rower in heaven and earth; also we
agree that He has power to deliver us from
sin, but some like to stop there. Why no*
go a bit farther and say that He has Power
to keep us from sinning? In Romans 6:11%
is written “For sin shall not have dominion
over you for ye are not under the law but
under grace.” This teaches us that gin
has lost its power as long as we are in
Christ. Let us look at Romans 6:12 “What
shall we say then? Shall we continue in
sin that grace may abound? God forhid.
How shall we that are dead to sin live any
longer therein?” Now let us read 1st John
5:3-4, “For this is the love of God, that ye
keep his commandments: and his command-
ments are not grievous. For whatsoever
is born of God overcometh the world: and
this is the victory that overcometh the
world, even our faith.” There are other
scriptures which we could mention just
here, but let us consider 2 little further,
. We say that Christ has more power than
Satan. If He does, why cannot FHe keep
us from sinning? If we say that we have
to sin and cannot live g eclean life, we do
not understand the way God wants us fto
live. In Isaiah 35:8 He says that the way
is so plain that g wayfaring man though
he be a fool need not error therein. 8o
we see that the way is so plain that we
need not sin against God,

Here is a story I would like to relate to
you. There was a young boy that went
to church, and his pastor preached that he
could ot live a clean life, and that he had
to sin every day of hig life. One day th»
boy committed a sin, and the officers ar-
rested him and put him into the jail. The

preacher came in to talk with him, He
said, “Son, why did you commit this crime?
You have disgraced yourself and your
family.” The boy replied, “Preacher, YO.“
have preached to me from your pulpit
Sunday after Sunday that I could not live
without committing sin, and you are herf
now asking me why I have done this.’
Those who preach that people cannot live
without sinning are the ones who look down
on the prisoners and the people who have
lost their characters, and who drink, swear
and gamble, All sin is displeasing to God.
and one sin is just as great in the sight
of God as another.

Christ the Savior

Let ug give Christ the credit for being
a real Savior who can save from sin and
keep one from committing sin. It all de-
pends on our choice of Christ. God hLas
given us our free will to choose the way
that we desire, <Choose today whom you
will sérve (Josh. 24:15). We cannot serve
two masters. We cannot serve God and
Mammon, We are for one or the other.
I will ask that you show me one scripture
that justifies a man in his sins, or even
Justifies him in committing one sin, and
I will show you many that teaches us not
to sin.

1st. Jolin 3:8 “He that committeth sin is
of the devil; for the devil sinneth from tiz

beginning. Yor this purpose the Son of

God was manifested, that he might de-
stroy the works of the devil.,” Christ
was made known for the purpose of deo-

stroying the works of the devil. If His
r-eople cannot live without sinning, how i3
He going to destroy the worksg of the devil?

We cannot live this life by ourselves, if
we could, there would have been no
1ced of a Savior. (Phil. 4:13) “I can do
«1l things through Christ which strengthen-
cth me.” A clean life is based upon our
fzith. Mark 11:24 “Therefore I say unto
you, what thing socver ye desire, when y=2
1tay believe that ye receive them, and ye
have them.” Do you desire a clean
If so believe that through Christ yon

shall
lite?
can live it.

I am always open for conviction anl
ready for correction.
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* Our Boys in the Service *

A LETTER
FROM A SOLDIER

Herein is presented a letter from
a lieutenant in the United States
Army in some far off battle front
to his sister in Pennsylvania. The
original is in possession of Rev.
Ray B. White of Zarephath, New
Jersey.

The Wilds of Nowhere

The Land of Death and Destruction.

Rec’d Sept., 3, 1942,

Dear Sis:-

In writing this letter to you, I don't
know where to start first. So many things
have happened since last I wrote. Well, to
begin with, I have escaped death at the
hand of an enemy in a way so amazing I
am still in a daze. You remember I told
you when I knew I was going over I wds
going over armed with the Bible, That is
the reason I am gtill here and able to write
this letter to all America.

Here is the story: My buddy and I were
sent out on duty with our equipment in
the work I told you before was our job.
We had just received information, the
most important for weeks, when we were

discovered by the enemy. I gave my buddy
the information we had collected, told him
to beat it with it, prepared myself to face
them. It was the first time I'd been forced
with necessity of pointing my gun at a man
and blasting the life from his miserable
body. I thought fast: then I said, “Lord,
it's Your responsibility now.” My buddy
had not obeyed my order, He had no such
scruples. As I reached for my carbine, a
shot” from one of them struck me in the
breast and blasted me down. Thinking I
was dead my pal jumped for me, grabbed
my carbine ag well as his own, stood astride
my body, blasting away with both guns.
He was blasted to his knees with three bul-
let wounds, but when he finished, there wag
not a one of them left. He was amazed
when I rolled over and tried to get up. The
force of that bullet had only stunned me.
Dazedly, I wondered why, I pulled that
little Bible out of my pocket and in utter
muteness looked at the ugly hole in the cov-
er. It had ripped through Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, on through the Penta-
teuch, on through the other books, Samuel,
Kings, Chronicles, and kept going, Where
do you.think it stopped? In the middle of
Psalm 91, pointing like a finger at this
verse: “A thousand shall fall at thy side,
and ten thousand at thy right hand, but it
shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine
eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward
of the wicked.” Sis, when I read that verse
it raised me three feet off the ground. I
did not know there was such a verse in the
Bible. I'd been reading mostly in the New
Testament, I read the rest of that chapter,
the first part was ripped apart. In utter
humility I said,Thank You, precious God,”
and felt like a little boy that had escaped
the mouth of an enemy of prey.

When I got my buddy back to the post,
he said, “Lute, (he calls me Lute), I've had
enough. This convinces me. Come on, I
want to get right with God, starting right
now.” He wouldn't let them tend his
wounds, he said, “Nothing clse matters now
but this.” He stayed on his knees sixteen
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hours with three wounds, His body bhecame
so numb he couldn’t move it, but he would
not give up. When the Lord finally came in,
he moved! That soldier went crazy for God.
He jumped over chairs (I mean hoxes).
He jumped over bunks. IIe even ran out-
side and shouted to the whole camp.

Since l've given my heart to God, and
talked with the boys, hold meetings and
pray with them, God has given me 25 souls,
Twenty-five of my buddies have come out
for God, God cven gave me my general.
It took a long time. He was so dignified,
but God told me to go after him. I stuck on
hisg trail until he was grounded and came
through, The Spirit of God hovered over
that tent with a sort of glimmering, golden
haze. 1 tell you, Sis, prayer is going to win
this war, not guns alone, fervent, agonized
prayer I know is. God is bringing them, in
one by one. The whole company will be a
company of praying men. God has DPromised
them to me, given me assurance. Think of
it, 120 praying men and one general in one
regiment! When that happens this unit
will be unconquerable. Pray, Sis. Pray as
you never prayed bhefore, Tell every one to
pray. Tell all America to go to its knees.

Before each decisive victory anywhere
over here, sometimes for hours, sometimes
tor days, there has been a feeling of people
praying far away. The feeling is so strong,
you can hear. One of the men, the most stub®
born of them, said in the stillness of the
night, “God! Did you hear anything? Sound-
ed like people praying from some distant
place. Must he hearing things in this dead
place.”

So pray cveryone., It will have to come
from afar, No one prays in this land of
utter desolation. God has turned His face
away from the horror and destruction man
has brought on himself.

Again I plead, tell America to pray!
This war will not end until nations of peo-
ple have paid in blood and tears for thrust-
ing God out of their hearts, out of their
nations, out of their lands. And tell them,
for God’s sake, to send Bibles, and more
Bibles, and more Bibles! A Bible will give
him confidence that God is with him. TI'd
like to have this letter broadcast from every
radio station in America. Try to get it
on the air, in the papers, in anything that
is printed, Make copies of it. Send it

from coast to coast. Tell them the Army
wants prayers and Bibles.

And you complacent, bridge-playing, fox-
troting, cocktail drinking mothers, Wwhy
don’t you teach your sons about God in-
stead of handing him a cigarette, a cock-
tail glass and dance program! Get on
your knees and ask God to forgive your
sins. Then pray tor the Army, pray, pray’
And you great dignified preachers! Why
don’t you teach your people to pray; to
follow God instead of standing before them
in your silken robes and reading them 2a
ritual. Only atonement for sin can stoD
the shelling, the killing, the murdering.
Even the shells that come whizzing through
the air scream only one word, “Atoncment!”

I could go on, but I am tired, so weary.
But in all so happy to see them coming
to God one by onc. So tell them to pray
for sin, and keep praying. And when you
send things to your boys, send Bibles, they
want Bibles. ’

Copies of this story may be secured in
tract form for distribution among public
tiavelers and Service Men by ordering
them from The IFreec Will Baptist Gem.
The tracts arc free, but pleasc enclose &
free-will offering to cover the bare cost of’
printing and mailing. —Editor

THE MINISTRY GF THE WORD
Dunn-Wolfe

Neatly fitted in loose-leaf note-
book covers.

A loose-leaf series of 50 lecture out-
lines on the conduct and activities
of the minister, both in the pulpit and
out, and in every department of church
work Pronounced VERY GOOD by
Rev. L. R, Ennis, Dean of our Bible
school educational work,

Dr. Dunn was the founder of the
old Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College
in Michigan and Dr, Wolfe recently
closed THE SCHOOL OF THE BIBLE
which was “I'he only Free Will Bap-
tist Correspondence School” for nearly

50 years.
Limited Supply .... 200 Copies
Price, Postpaid .............. $1.00

Order from ‘“The Gem’’' Monett, Mo.
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When Christ Came to My Rescue

A Boldier's Testimony

Following is a testimony of Dennie Lee
Whaley who is now in the armed forces
stationed on a South Sea Island, e is
originally from Pink Hill, N. C. His wife,
Mrs. Etheline Whaley, who has not seen
him since March, 1942 when he left Fort
Bragg, N. C., is now attending the Free
Will Baptist Bible School in Nashville,
Tenn. It is her desire that our people have
an orvortunity to learn of Lee’s experience
in the Lord.

This testimony is now printed in tract
form, and copies may be secured from Mrs.

FEtheline Whaley, 3609 Richland Ave., Nash-
ville, Tennessee,

As time passes by, I feel that to tell my
experience with Christ will help to bring
comfort to some one when worried and
afraid, just as the experience has done for
me. '

My story begins on Saturday night be-
fore we were to sail on Monday for an un-
known destination in the war zone. Yes,
T was afraid. in a
time
that
1 could picture our
attacked and sunk. I
any way to escape certain
death, for I had been on a transport before
and knew just how crowded one is. There
was every possibility that an enemy would
get. us. If we had luck to land, where
would it be? Yes, it would be somewhere
to fight the enemy and I would probables
be killed. What would happen to my
loved ones? If I had luck not to be killed,
1 would be gone for so long. Could my
loved cnes get along without me? Would
they be living when I returned? Ete. To
be waiting to go to war without trusting

As 1 lay on my bunk
tent in San Francisco, waiting for our
to sail, I was thinking of the danger
we might run into.
transport being
couldn’t see

God is a very miserable feeling. I know,
for I tried it.

Alibut  eight-thirty on this Saturday
night, Christ appeared before me Jjust as

natural as any man, The picture looked
as if Christ were standing on a hill just
in front of our tent. He said in a very

natural voice, “Be not afraid; I am with

you.” The dark, cloudy picture of feur

left me and everything became bright and
shining. It was a wonderful fecling to
have all trouble, fear, and gloubt removed
al. once and Christ standing there recady
to help me. In any instant I was happier
than I had ever been. I arose from my
bunk and wrote a very good friend of mine,
a worker for Christ, and told him of my
experience of seeing and talking with
Christ. I also asked him to pray with me
at a certain time each week, At this time
I go to God in a special prayer, thanking
Him for the love and care that e
shown over me and my loved ones. I al-
ways ask Him to give me courage and
strength and to lead and guide me in the
way I should go. I have not had the least
fear or doubt about my future since that
Saturday night in San Francisco.

has

On a censored date, we landed on a Soutl
Sea Island without the loss of a man.
Since we have been here God has wonder-

fully blessed us, Without Christ, this
would be a miserable place. I have had
many experiences that the censor would

not let me write, but God has always been
near to cast away every fear. We have
with us a nice little chaplain who is very
faithful to us and God's work. Very soou
after we arrived here he and some of the

men huilt a church of poles and palm
leaves, Each Sunday morning we

meet
there to worship our Lord and Savior.

T was reared in a Christian home aml

was taught to go to church and Sunday
School. I was taught the love of God and
tried to live a straight life, But I had
never been in touch with Christ as I have
since that Saturday night in San Francisco.
I am very glad I was sent over seas, for [
am not only serving our country in its
great need but I have learned to rely upon
the Lord Jesus Christ,

I know His wonder-
ful love and

comfort, which I probably
never would have known if I had not come.
I don’t know what lies ahead. I don’t wor-
ry about that, for God will take care of me.
I feel He will take me safely home in dus
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time. As I lcok back over the past I have
not done anything for Christ. But when
I get back home I intend to do everything
possible to help others to take Christ ag

a partner and to know His love and comfort
as I do.

Here on thig Island, most of the natives
are Christians,  Until about thirty years
ago they didn’t know of Christ the Savior.
The old Chief tolq me that thirty years

yht him
American Missionary taugh

“ist, also the
and his tribe the love of Cll_”.ht'ha% been
English language. The Cmet}-;‘people
teaching the Word of God to '”binteresi'
They have some Vvery

ago an

ever since.
ing services. ) e
i JJusion thi
1 would like to say in con(,lusloor .
if you seek God in time of troul)led
you will always find Him near an
to help you.

—
 —

% GENERAL ARTICLES W

Alabama Orphanage News

ciation
Rev. K. V. Shutes, Chairman Board of Trustees of Alabama State Asso
Cordova, Alabama '

T‘HE BOARD OF TRUSTEES of the

Orphanage Movement, appointed by
the Free WwWill Baptist State Association,

met in Jasper, Alabama, on March 5, 1943
and purchased the property known as the
Baptist Academy of Eldridge, Alabama.
This property consists of neary ten acres
of land, one large two-story brick building

with firty-five rooms, heating plant and
water system; the next building in size
which has been used for class rooms has

siX nice roomg and an auditorium; and the
smallest building has about fourteen rooms.
Pictures of the three buildings herein pre-

pi 1 il 4t 18
sented show what a beautiful sight

Thig property was purchased .t.o b(;nl:*(‘ti)
for an orphanage, But, there 18 1‘01 i
have a home for our Sllpel'éllllllljlte( dep
isters or to be used for a Bibl‘e b('hO(})A. s
seems to me we could care t.ol- Ov,(,lrn(,d.
children there, so far as room is conce )

We paid $500.00 down on 111? 1)1']()1)ej“.1)('l,
we are to pay $500.00 the 1Ist, ot. J“,)j. ;,.‘,v
$1,000.09 each January 1st until »\;e]iev;‘
$7,000.00 with 5% interest. But I. e
we Free Will Baptists of Alabama ca )
‘or i is year. T
10‘1'1‘111(: (tl’:l; \ze bought the property. many
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of our men had to leave on buses or be left.
So we did not elect a field man. Each
trustee is a financial agent until we meef
again. We tried to get a man on the board
from each association, but didn’t quite do
that.

The State Board at Montgemery for
“Child Caring Institutions” advised ug not
te take children until all debts are
celed.  The State Board has hard rules in
this State.

can-

[ believe our people will help if you,
Brothey Preachers, will put it before your
pecple. I have found ouy people very re-
sponsive to the needs of our church when
they were properly informed. Many of
our people are giving $5, $10, or even moi®
who mever had thig opportunity before.
I believe if we can contact these 204000
Free Will Baptists in the state, we can pay
for it this year. If you live out of the state,
and want to help, it will be gladly accepted,
Send your money to Mr. V. C. May, Vernon,
Alabama.

Come on Free Will Baptists and let's
pay for this property this year and not

use six or seven years in which to do it. A

big “guess” gays it will take around $2,000

to put this property back in first class
shape. But then we will have property
valued at around $100,000.00. The man
who is looking after this property has

seen it from the beginning, and gays tho
largest building, heating plant and water
system cost $75,000.00, Do you want your
money's worth? Surely you do. Then

help us pay for this property.

There is to be a Rally Day at the Ophan-
age Property on the fifth Sunday in August.
Rev, M. L. Hollis Rev. Mrs.

McAdams will be the speakers. Our people

and Lizzic

are requested to be present by eleven o'clock
and stay until three o'clock in the after-
noon. If any desires to come the day beforcy
there is room in the building to sleep, just
tell the what

caretaker you are there for

and it will not cost you a penny. Eldridge,
Alebama is on Bankhead Highway, U. 8.
No. 78 about sixty-five miles northwest of
Jirmingham, and is on the Frisco rail road
from Birmingham to Memphis, Tennessee.
Come and be with us the fifth Sunday in
August and see this property for yourself.
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Spiritual Benefits From Our Church Papers

Mrs. Emma Moore, 327 North Grand Avenue East, Springfield, Illinois

HE CONVERTED HEART  desires to
il l)le .mm'o f‘.])irituul and to be of heneli
0 o and His work while living here on
r“I(.,' Edllh There are laws to be follownd

1 Allmll,uu] development ag well as for
bhysical developnmn(. One may neglect the

laws ic
|,(“. which make physical progresg and
‘ome - stunted in growth, and sickly —

We may do the
There are
must

Same in spiritual progress.
four things in particular on-»
observe to do if he is to

! enjoy lile
I the Spipig: (1) all

Mt . l’l“u‘yo]', first of all. (2)
oay CXDO. 3) Reading. (4) Hearing the
A nllli(lu(l by persons of God's choos-
et ol eﬁ.]e(ft.‘ u;n‘y of these is to retard
rem il 1'1 he S[)l.llt. Man may use his

n the choice of doing any of these,

" Prayer
Iuk“m of all, why pray? Jesus said in
‘uke 18:1, “Men ought always to pray,

:(fml Il.()t to faint.” Paul said in Eph. 6:12,
rfl'aymg always with all prayey and sup-
plication in the Spirit, and watching there-
unto with gl berseverance and supplica-
tion for all saints.” And again in 1 Thes.
5:17, “Pray without ceasing.” There are

many other references from the counsel

of God which are profitable for our good
growth,
Meditation N
To be blessed of God, delight yoursell
in the law of the Lord, and meditate there-
in day and night (Psalms 1:2). It is good
to thus meditate for “the law of the Lord
the soul.” (Psalms
instructed us (o

and our

is perfect, converting

1957). Pavid furthey
commune with our own heart (Psalms 4:4).
Reading
Paul instructed Timothy, “Till T come,
give attendance to reading.....” (1 Tim.
4:13). What we see and read contributes

a great deal to our learning, therefore carc
must be taken in what we read. In the
majority of the homes of oup beloved Free
there are 310

will Baptist denomination
church papers to be found, Some may

gay, “I prefer to read my Bible rather than
any church paper.” The church papcer
illuminates your mind with reference to
the Bible until the reading is more pro-
fitable because of the Holy Spirit’s work
through its printed page. The reader of
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the chuich

coeuraged to participate in the great ente:-

paper is also inspired and en-

prises set forth in the Bible., Others say,
“I listen to the radio and get all the bless-
ing I need.” But do you? Others say,
“I cannot afford a church paper.” Truth:
fully, you cannot afford NOT to have 1
church paper, [sn't it true that we do
afford many other things which cost far
more than the church paper and are absoe-
iutely mnon-essential to life—a spending
ol momney for that which is not bread and
for that which satisfieth not?

Here is my personai testimony: The
benefits that come to me from reading my
church papers (and 1 read The Gem and
The Baptist) are of such nature that I

would be lean in soul were it not for then.

The sermons direct me to know those whom

Cod has called for the purpose of enlighten-
ing our understanding. Often when a par-
ticular scripture is not clear, the Holy

Spirit sends an article in the church paper
dealing with the very subject, and my soul

would loose the blessing if I were not a
subscriber.  Many times when 1 wish 10

pass along a blessing received from a good

sermon  from the pulpit, I find I cannot
remember to express the thought clearly
as was given by God’'s minister; not o
with an article from the church paper, [
an pass it on word for word, My heart
is made to thrill with the news of a distant
missionary service, and I can file it away

to again renew my thoughts with its mes:
sage.

and serves as a field glasg by which we can

The church paper broadens our vision

see various evangelists and missionaries
struggling to plant the Gospel in darlk

places. This is inspiration leading to vision
—our church papers bringing us into con-
tact the entire Church pro-
gram Christ. 1 learn what others are
how they do it, and 1
Our church
By reading them, we
understanding which the
want
your

enlarge

with and its

for
am stirred

doing, to

similar action. paper keeps

have
Holy

us out of ruts,

a better to
Spirit
spiritual

gives power. If you your

life improved, read chureli

papers, Their contents will your

vision, inspire soul, stiy your zeal,
your
spiritual,
a revival
Hearing the Word Expounded
“Not the
selves together, ag the manner of
(Heb. 10:25).
the Word, thank
the flock, will
good things the
let help
people to avail themselves of this privilege,
Ag the windows in a house give light and
ventilation so our church papers gives truth
and inspiration. Our church stand
at the top all other and
magazines as our Bible stands away above
all other books. As the Bible
sage book S0
paper has a benefit for you
nc other paper give you. You
it! Renew your subscription and encourage
a friend
“But grow in grace, and in the knowledge
ol our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, To
Amen.”

your
and entirs

bhe

benefit
The

within

spirit, your

result

ire

inner man. will

beginning you.

forsaking assembling  of  our-

some is."”
Christian fellowship arounil
God!
tell

church

tead
the
and
our

Pastors, who
the
papers
feed.  Encourage

you people of
give

them you

papers
above journals

has a
your

mes-
church

that
need

no other has,
special
an

to subscribe.

him be glory both now and forever.
2 Peter 3:18.

Chicago Free Will

NOTE — Free Will
the city of Chicago have
endeavoring to establish a
tist Church and this is
great and very definite step
goal. Blessings upon them.

residents of
zealously
Will Bap-
of a

Baptist
been
Free
news
toward that
— The Editor

there,

N APRIL 11th, the Free Will Baptists
of Chicago met at the home Dr.
and. Mrs, Leonard Earl Harris, 4330 South
Lake Park Avenue. After devotional
period, we decided to have an Kaster Ser-

of

the

Baptists Advance

We engaged a Kimball Hall
a Grand piano and chairs to accomo-
seventy-five people, is

vice. in
with

date

room
Since Kaster

the day of newness of hope, we thought

it a good time to begin the work we wish
accomplished. The service began
three o'clock, After several musical
numbers directed by Dr. Harris, the very
effective IKaster message was presented by
guest speaker, the Frank
Osterberg.

te see

al

our Reverend
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Cur first offering amounted to $15.00 for
which we are very grateful. Plans are o
meet every second and fourth Sunday at
three o’clock, Kimball Hall, Room 1421,
East, Kimball Hall is located in the loop
at 306 South Wabash Avenue. We solicit
the prayers of Free Will Baptistg every-
where for the success of our work.

still new names

to our mailing list so if any Gem reader

We are hoping to add

has a relative or friend or anyone interested

in worshipping with us, PLEASE send their

pames and addresses AT ONCE to Mrs.
George Morawe, 5925 S. Normal, Chicago,
Illinois,

Our Bible School

Rev. L. C. Johnson, President

ON MAY 28, the Free Will Baptist
Bible College will close out its first
year of history. As we look back over this
year and count the blessings that we have
enjoyed, our hearts overwhelm us wiih
gratitude. Surely God has been good to us.

We do not say that there have not been
mistakes made during this first year or
that everything has been perfect, but we
do fully believe that mistakes have been
kept to a minimum, and God in Hig mercy
and grace has overruled in every instance,
We can say that all in all it
glorious year.

has been a

It has been inspiring to watch from day
to day the growth and development in the
lives of our students. To know that these
fine young men and women in a short time
will be taking their places in the work of
our church gives ga

most encouraging out-
look for oup denomination. We have kept
before ug constantly the great respon:si-
bility that rests upon us. We know that

this institution, in the space of a few years,
will be influencing our entire denomination,
and what we are in thig school will de-
termine what oup denomination will bhe,
Therefore, we have felt the need of putting

first things first that out from this insti-
tution might go sane, intelligent, capable,
spirit-filled men and women to heraid

forth the message of Christ to a lost world.

We come to the end of this first year
with our conscience clear. We have tried
to put Christ first in all things. We be-
lieve to do this that we must work. "J‘hu‘,,
we have done, We have realized that we
have, more or less, been on trial before
our people throughout the different states.
We have realized more than this, that we

time, and

are stewards of the money, :
invested in

prayers that our people have -
thig institution. To have failed would have
destroyed the confidence that has ‘h.con
built up among our people; to have ml‘l(arl
would have destroyed the purpose that God
has for this institution; to have failed would
have blasted the hopes of many young onn.
and wemen who are looking this way 10‘1
training: to have failed would have mezfm.
another opportunity missed for our (-,111'11'<-:11‘
tc take its proper place as an evangelistic
Thanks be unto the Lord,
to fail when we serve an
Him honor

denomination.
we do not have

we offer
unfailing Lord! To

Rev. L. C. Johnson
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and praise for all our accomplishments. Therefore, we are urging those who are
The outlook is bright for our school. making definite plans to come to let us

The other morning in chapel I had all the
students who plan to come back another
year to sign their names on pieces of paper
and hand them to me. Every student
signed his name and handed it to me with
the statement that he planned to be back
next year. Thig is an indication that our
studentg are well satisfied with the training
that they are receiving. Each one feels
that God definitely led him to this school.

We have recently sent out communica-
tions to about thirty-five other fine young
men and women of our denomination who
have expressed an interest in coming here
to school, Every few daysg brings us new

prospective students. There seems to be
a general awakening amopng our people

along educational lines. In fact,
that we may have more students another
year than we will know what to do with.

it seems

know at the earliest possible date so that
we can make some arrangements to care
for them when they arrive.

From the financial
not have asked for
been better,
supplied
doubts
us

standpoint we could
the to have
Through ouy people God has
our every need. We have
about the future. God has
certain that if we honor Him, He will
honor us. We want you to pray with us
that thigs will be a center of Christian
testimony.

response

no
made

We have recently published a
bulletin that we will gladly send to anyone
interested in receiving one, If you are
interested in attending the Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College and feel that God would
have you come here for training, we would
appreciate hearing from you.

college

The National Association

Enterprise Department

The Christian Workers’ in Michigan

Rev. J. R. Davidson, Business Manager, Free Will Baptist Bible College
3609 Richland Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee

A'l‘ NOON February 27, 1943, Rev. Damon
Dodd and I boarded the train at Nash-
enroute Highland Michigan
the purpose of conducting a gession
of the Christian Workers' Institute, which
was scheduled to run from March 1 through
12. We in Detroit

at seven o'clock Sunday morning, and was

ville Park,

for

Lo

arrived at the station

met by the pastor of the Highland Park
Church, Rev. Raymond Riggs. Aftey having
been served breakfast, we were taken to

the pastor’s home, allowed to clean up and
then taken over to the home of Brother and
Sistey Bert Bagwell we cordi-
ally entertained during the days of the
Institute. We next were escorted to the
church for Sunday School and the preach-
ing service, which marked the opening of
revival services which were to

where were

a serieg of

be conducted in connection with the Insti-
tute. The afternoon was an opportunity
to advertise the Institute by attending an

afternoon song program which is conducted
every Sunday afternoon at the Hazel Park
Church,
as

We enjoyed thig program as well
had
night
church

for who not been
sleep any
the

service.

possible
privileged
then
and

ones
to the before;
returned
the
evening service
several of the
radio stations, where “The
0Olad Religion Program” until almost
midnight, and then decided to call it a day
and turn in

At
session

to for Leagu2

evening Soon after the

we accompanied
the

was over,

congregation to one of

we were in

Time
hours of rest.

for a few

o'clock, Monday morning, the
the Institute opened with

worship, and we launched out

nine
of was

appropriate



Page 20

Free Will Baptist Gem

June, 1943

study of th»
served to throw
students

in a two weeks’
Word, and
light on the

were

profitable
courses which
Word. Twenty-two
enrolled the first
were made until we had twenty-eight reguo-

day, and additions

lurs, and several others sitting in on class
periods ag their sundry duties would allow.
Ag history
and

was made, interest seemed to

grow, cach class period seemed to

close with regrets that the time had passed
o quickly. The final
two of enrolled

day found twenly

those ready to take the

eXaminations, and it iy interesting to be

able to report that all twenty-two received
certificates; also that the average grade
was ninety plus.

The

troduction,

courses offered wer Biblical In-

Missions,

History of
Soul-Winning,
livery of

Personal
and De-
Brother Dodd
bresented three of the courses. in as much
as it was my responsibility to do the most
of the preaching fo, the

and Preparation

Gospel Messages,

revival services.

Semething of what the spirit of the Inu-
stitute, and the courses taught meant fo
the students ig expressed in the followingz
(uctations taken from a few of the students’

examination papers, which follow:

A Young Licensed Minister

“I believe that the Workers'
ll‘lh’lillli(‘ has been the greatest opportunity
of my has presented the

young child could
m, yet they were pre-
in a way wWhereby the deepest parts
in the Bible were brought out. To me it
has shown my responsibility in telling the
lost  of Christ.”

An Institute Convert
“As to my appraisal of the Christian
Workers’ Institute — 1 think that it is
wonderfu] opportunity fop
who is interested, to learn more about tho
Bible; itg source, contents, ete. I
begin to tel] all that it meant to me,
and I continue to study that I
may more knowledge and blessings.”
A Christian only two weeks
“To me, who when the
was only an infant,
wonderful

Christian

life.  To me it
scriptures  so that a
easily understanq the
sented

Jesus

&

most
any one,

cannot

has
intend tqo

gain

Institute began
thig has been the most
life, Th»
me to love the Lord
increased my curiosity,
know about Higy

two
have

they

and my

weeks  of my
taught
have
desire to

courses
more,

more

Rev. J. R. Davidson

Word hag become very great. The courses
I like most are Bible Doctrine and l’(‘]'ﬁ(.)llil’.
desire is to put into
learned. No

have

Soul-Winning. My
practice the things I
other courses, in my ;
been better. They increased my faith in,
and love for, God. My now is o
live a straight Christian life, to win souls
to Christ, and to help such to also become
faithful

have
opinion, could

desire

Christian workers.”
A Pastor’s Wife

“I think that the Christian Workers’ In-
stitute ig one of the best thingg in the land,
and has the best teachers znllelCl't?-. L
think the courses offered are the most m‘l-
portant subjects that could be taught. To
nie these Institutes have meant more than

. ave
I can find words to express. They hav

. ¢ s
shown me more about the doctrines of the
Bible, and, also how to become a better

They have
given me more determination to serve Jesus
with all my heart and life.”

soul-winner for Jesus Christ.

Woman’s Auxiliary Worker and
Sunday School Teacher
“I think that the Christian Workers’ In-
stitute is a wonderful inspiration, both
invaluable instructions spiritu-

ag to and
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would not receive this

1 truly would hate

ality, Most of us

information otherwise.
to say which course has meant most to me,
but Biblical Survey gurely make it
possible for me to be sure when I am asked
our Bible; and, if,
Bible Doc-
trine made me to see Jesus more plainly
than 1 ever did, and I am sure that [ shall
now be more able to tell others the same.
Personal Soul-Winning
desire to be
and, I do

will

where and how we got

and how our Bible is inspired.

given me @
about my
think that
and Gospel Mes-
sages will cause me to be more methodical
in my
The revival services held
and the three Sundays was a most wonder-
greatly re-
non-

has
greater up and
[Father's business;
Preparation Delivery of
teaching.”

each evening
were
reclaimed,
reached,

ful success. Christians

vived, backsliders were
Christian
faithful

ners

members were
refilled,

church

Christians were and sin-

were convicted; and some of them
were saved, and several were added to the
local church Word, of late,
from the that the

revival and we

membership,

is to the
still  burning,

Lord for this.

he following financial statement ig fur-

pastor effect
fires are
praise the

T
ther evidence of a fruitful session for the
cause in general.

local church,

Ioxpense to

and the

local church:

Rent of dining hall (paid by Wol-

verine Association) ............ $100.00
Mot DEIL sessfuomee b ol Sinvang o o Whanal s oo 60.75
Paid COORE vir s v nele s s v s €% s avmv s s i 50.00
Mo Lice and CadY «: v s o v oo 25.70
General merchandise .............. 93.67
Milk bill (donated by a member) 16.75

Total $346.57
raised for Unified Program $100.00

Amount

Registration fees ....cooevvvwsssnes 28.00
Liove ofeTiTiZal Sk v sl o o oty 85.00
L s o7 Y L Tl R 5 o) $213.00

Regular offerings for church expense $587.00
Grand total expended by church §$1,147.82

It may that
cation did not lose the support to the local

easily be seen this congre-

work by investing in the general cause,
rather it
After settlement

relative to the work of the Institute, therve

always proves to be a stimulus.

was made for everything

this congregation
Bible College and
The way the Lord has

were $20.00 surplus, and
divided it
one of its students.
blessed this chureh in its liberality in enter-
taining this session of the Institute should

between the

sorve to encourage other congregations to
enjoying the privilege of
service to promote such
their

look forward to

rendering such a
program in

a constructive distriets.

Program for the National Association

To Be Held With East Nashville Free Will Baptist Church, Nashville, Tenn.
July 12-15, 1943

Sunday Evening, July 11th
§:90 — National Sunday School Convention
(Program to be published later).

Monday, July 12th

9:00 — National Sunday School Convention
Monday Evening, July 12th
8:00 — Woman’s Auxiliary Convention

(Program to be published later)

Tuesday, July 13th

9:00 — Woman’s Auxiliary Convention

Tuesday Evening, July 13th

National Association in Session

Rev. James F. Miller, Moderator
8:00 — Worship: Hymn singing directed by

Rev. Henry Melvin. Scripture read-
ing and prayer by Rev. B, I'. Rogers,
Address of Welcome
of Host Committee of

by Chairman

local church.

§:40 — Response to Address of Welcome by
Rev. John B, Rollins.

8:45 — Organization:
Officers of the

Election of General

Association.

9:00 — Moderator’'s Message,

9:20 — Music by Association Choir.

9:30 — Appointment of Committees.

9:35 Report of the General Board by Rev.

Henry Melvin, Chairman,

10:00-—Adjournment as directed by the

Moderator.
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Wednesday Morning
9:00 — Worship: Hymn of praise, Scripture
reading, and prayer, Rev. J.L.. Welch
9:15— Report of Woman’s National Aux-
iliary Convention, Mrs. Fannie K.
Polston.

Address: “The Auxiliary Revival” by
Evangelist Elsie Curtis, Fifth Vice
President.

10:00—Report of Free Will Baptist Bible
College by Rev, J. R. Davidson,
Chairman Board of Trustees.

Address: “Ye Shall Know the Truth” by

Rev. L.

College.
ll:ﬂﬂf—Music by Association Choir,
Associational Sermon by Rev. L. R. Ennis
12:00—TLunch, .

Btk Wngngsday Afternoon
orship: Hymn, Scripture,
o prayer, Damon C. Dodd.
115 — Report of the Executive Secretary
Rev, L. R. Ennis. Y
2:30 — Report  of
Rev,

C, Johnson, President Bible

ani
Rev.

o

Promotional
i o McAdams.
Ii»tw of Board of Publications and
v ;(1:11,1?”(" Rev. J. C. Griffin, Chair.
i) 881 “Our Debt to the Retired
Ministey” Rev. K. C
3:15 — Report  of
Rev. 7 (.

Secretary,
Lizzie

. Morris.
Superannuation
Zinn, Chairman.

Board,

ture lesson, and prayer, Rev, Chester
Pelt.

Report of Koreign Mission Board, Rev.
Winford Davis, Chairman.
Address: “The Missionary’s Call,” Miss

Laura Belle Barnard, Missionary to
India,

Address: “The Progress of Free Will Bap-
tist Missions in Cuba,” Rev. T. H.
Willey, Missionary to Cuba.

10:00—Adjournment.

Thursday Morning

Worship: Hymn, Scripture reading,

prayer, Rev, Melvin Bingham.

9:00 -

9:15 — Report of National Sunday School

Convention, Mr. W. E_ Coville,
President.
9:30 — Report of Free Will Baptist League
Board, Rev. Henry Melvin, Chair.
0:45 — Report of Home Mission Board,

Rev. M. L, Hollis, Chairman.
10:00—Report of Treasurer, Rev, F. S. Van
Hoose.
10:10—Report of Statistician, Rev. Clarence
. Bowen,
10:20—Reports of Special Committees:
Resolution, Temperance, Nominating
11:00—Miscellaneous Business.
12:00—Fellowship and Adjournment, by
Rev, George D. Dunbar.

3:30 — Business Segsi
£:00 — Adjournmens NOTE — Rev. Henry Melvin, Pastor of
: “N““”“- the East Nashville Free Will Baptist Church,
8:00 - w(),.ghi(i(,in,es.dajy nght will act as music director throughout the
D Missionary Hymns, Scrip- session of the Association.
e e
The Gr
eat
Coommission Thngllz{)le
— Our Mission W 9,

’s Auxiliary D :
>6= F rist
>0< 1 oman’s Auxiliary Department °r\§9
(SN - . ;YQ

(@ W
Er Mrs. K. V. Shutes, Cordova, Alabama
Ye abide in
s . e ¢ ‘e ¢ ide y s .
in you, ye shall pex l,”d my WK‘nds abide by which we can obtain the things our
sHall be. g ask what ye will, and it hesrts  desite ( =
e unto you.” (John 15:7). s e “',, )110.('011(1111011 ds; TPago
abide in me. Christ compares Himself

lN 'HIS Verse lieg the

o . secret ol prayer.
Fhis king of br i

hat Fo i dims .illy('l‘ has power. “Ask
jou" There o | i sh:.all be done unto
) ) 5 a4 way of getting what we
ask for, and Jesus giveg us the conditions

to a vine and His disciples to the branches
in the vine. He said that these
branches remained in the vine so that the
life of the flowed into them. Their
life was wholly dependent upon the vine,

some of

vine
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They had no life without the vine. The
fruit that they bare was not their fruit,
but it was the fruit of the vine. They were

entirely fruitless without the vine.

For a Christian to continue to abide in
Christ, he must renounce the life independ-
ent of Christ and look to Him for the in-

flow of His life into his. Without Him
we can do nothing. Our life is entirely
dependent on Him. Without Christ, with-

out the Holy Spirit in our lives, without
the influence of grace derived from Hiny,
we are helpless and fruitless. So far, then,
as we abide in Christ and His words abide
in us, our prayers will procure the things
that we ask of Him, If we, by faith, em-
brace His promises, and by obedience live
up to His commandments, we may ask of
Him in prayer, with a due submission to
the wisdom and will of God.
It we are truly abidlng in
have renounced our self-life,
purposes, our selfish wills, our selfish
thoughts and affections, then our prayers
will not just be our prayers, but will he
Christ praying in and through us. Prayers
like this will be consistant with the will
of God. If we look to Christ to pray for us
then we are praying “in the Spirit.”” “The
Holy Spirit maketh intercessions for us
with groanings which cannot be uttered.”

Christ and

our selfisi

Let us be sure that we are in the Vine, and
then let us pray on God’s promises.

In just a few days we will be coming to-
gether again from our different states in
the capacity of another National Associa-
tion to transact business for our King, and
to try to advance the Kingdom of God.
1 think we should give much prayer to this
Due to existing conditions, we
probably will not have things as we have
had heretofore , but able to give
us the yet. God is

abundantly above
ask or think.
name! Let us pray that the
Holy Spirit may have complete leader-
ship throughout the meeting, and through
the lives of our presiding officers. Pray
for our different boards that God will give
them wisdom to know how to do and what
to do, “If any him
of God who giveth to all men liberally and
upbraideth not.” Pray for God to lead in
the election of officers in our National
tual prayer of a righteous man
Woman's Auxiliary Convention. “The effec-
availeth much” (James 5:16).

To pray is to desire; but it is to

desire what God would have us desire.
He who desires not from the bottom of his

heart, offers a deceitful prayer. —Fenlon

cause,

God is
greatest association
exceeding,

able to

able to do
that we are
Praice His

even

lack wisdom, let ask

fervent

Personal Service in Woman’s Auxiliary

Elsie M. Gurtis, Fifth Vice President National Auxiliary Convention
1104 South 12th Street, Herrin, Illinois

IN ONE of the classes of the Christian
Workers’ Institute, the teacher or
Personal Evangelism made the statement
that statistics reveal the face that
more souls are won to the Lord by personal
contact than by mass
then called upon the class to testily indi-
vidually as to which was true in their own
casses. It was found that the greater number
of the then in had been
brought to the Lord by personal contact.
Many a good, earnest Christian
idly, with folded hands in the
longing for a work to do, not knowing that
the Master's “Go Ye” was meant for them.
There is a field stretching
door and the

many
revival efforts. He
class, session,
has sat

church,

vast harvest

out from every Christian’s

Lord of the Harvest is saying in the words
of the poet,
‘““Who will go and work today?
Fields are
Who
The personal service department of the
Woman's Auxiliary must not fail in their

white and harvest's waiting:

will bear those sheaves away?”

mission, The orphans must be loved, and
fed, and clothed, the aged minister must
be comforted and sustained. but standing

out clearly over and above all, must be the
vision of the great field of lost souls which
must be harvested before the “night comes
when no work.”

Because of a great compassionate
that could not complacently pass by
of humanity's suffering,

man can
heart
any

Jesus healed the
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sick and fed the hungry; but always did
He emphasized the all important need of the
soul. To the woman at the well, He said
drew the natural water to quench
the physical thirst; “If you would ask of
me I would give you to drink of that Living
ater....” To the multitudes gathered at
the last day of the feast He stretched out
His hands and cried, “If any man thirst
let him come unto me and drink....” He
touched the bodies of the sick and even as
the healing virtue

as she

coursed through their

physical beings they heard Him say, “Go,
and sin no more....”

To the twelve, Jesus said, “Go....”, to

the seventy, the command was the same,

“Go...." to Mary at the open, empty tomb.

He said, “Go tell....” To the ones gathered
with Him after His resurrection, the Great
Commission was given, “Go ye into all the
world....” Beginning at
obeyed and

church daily
What an

Jerusalem they
added wunto the
would be saved.”
array of souls mentioned in the
Bible as a testimony to the success of per-
sonal service! Philip, Nathaniel, Nicode-
mus, the woman at the well, the eunuch of

“there was
such as

Iithiopia, the Phillipian jailor and his fam-

ily, and others too numerous to mention.
There is plenty of
field for every Christian
time is fast passing away.

boys are daily slipping out of our sight,

harvest
harvest
our

gpace in the
and the
Many of

¢oing into all the far flung battle fiields
of the world that are raging in deadly
conflict. Opportunities for soul winninz

time we board

soldiers are

challenge every
a train or bus where
thrown in our presence. One of our Chris-
to a couple of soldier

present a
ride a

tian women testified
boys of the saving power of Jesus Christ,
and this was the statement of one of them:
“Lady, I've been in the army gix months
and with a lot of
people the trains and
busses, but you're the first to speak to me
about Christ or the church.” If we will
lift our gaze to the Master’s face, we will

have ccme in contact

traveling about on

see His pointing finger, and hear His ten-
der voice, and in this present year of our
Lord, the Commission will be the sam®,
“Go ye into all the world....” May we be
<o on the alert that no opportunity shall
ever be a lost opportunity!

Missionary

Department &2

Rev. Winford Davis, Chair.-Treas. National Board, Monett Mo.

o |

A Letter From Cuba

Rev. Thomas H.
I WOULD
each of

THAT it
you
some idea of the t
a Church,
on our

were possible for

who read this to grasp
ask that confronts us as
So great has the burden become
: .nulive ministers and myself, as the
field director, that | have not had time to
article for
because I amy in the
During the month
an estimateq 194’
abled to

write an -

the papers, simple
saddle day and might.
I have ridden horsebaclk
miles, and have been en-
reach only half of our forty-two
L' have preached every night, and

sometimes twice a day

stations,

We have entered
ns in which the Gospel had
breached, and the
Book: stil

valleys and tow
never heen Bible is an

1know oy
unknown there are hundreds

Willey, Missionary

of valleys and communities thickly settled
have not reached. It is
truth that this condition exists only nintey-
five miles from the United States.
poverty the like of which 1
sannot describe to you, and the saddest of
all they are impoverished for the want of
the Word of God. Not a single representa-
any evangelical denomination has
ever preached a single Gospel message in
some of these parts. This is the summary
missionary labors.

I want you to share with us the joy of
an initial trip into
tricts, La

which we a sad
People

here live in

tive of

of our field of
one of these new dis-
’alma. by name. One of our
workers, a widow named Maximina Sanchez,
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has been visiting her people which consist
of very large families, and has had among
them some definite and remarkable conver-
sions. Pedro and I went to this town, which
is a County-seat town, to follow up these
contacts. In all-day fis
Dlace, we met hungry and open hearted
beople anxious to hear the message we have.
In the town, we met a school teacher wio
manifested his desire to know the message
and help us put the Word out. He presented
us to all the leading people of the town,

our transit to

thus giving us a good send-off. A large
hall was secured, and with a few brief

announcements, the place was packed with
interested people. At the end of the
vice, as is our custom, we wanted to know
how many knew this message and were
willing to accept Christ and practice ii.
livery hand in the building was raised, and
they came to us after the service pleading

ser-

that we return. That night, we rode all
night to reach Vinales. Since that trip,
we have rented a horse and have had 2

number of conversions there. The third
trip was made with our Bible Woman, and
we opened five definite preaching
around La On the last trip,
definitely converted
Two of his daughters
are school teachers, and they are beginning
at once to teach the Word of God. This
same old man ig a large property owner,
and has turned over to us an
ware house for a gospel

points
’alma. 0l
old countryman was

and all his house,

immense

center. His hold-

ings of land amount to more than a thousand

acres. In all this terminis, we are the
only protestant church, and this lone

widow is responsible for a population of
aver 50,000 people who were absolutely in
ignorance of the Word of God.

week, we entered another large

section and established a center, the mining

Last

district of Matahambre, The American
officials gave us a cordial invitation to

preach once a month, 1In
have three preaching points.
a ministry that angles might An-
other section in the end of the
island where I have already visited a group
of converted people without a

this section, we

We are facing
covet.
extreme

missionary
and in need of a strong worker, has writteu
and visited and begged me to send
them a There are over 5,000 peo-
ple grouped together there easily accessable
with a men from this
gsection walked over forty miles to beg me
for a missionary, they begged with
in their eyes. I received another
yesterday from another field
to come preach. What
with these who reach out
the Gospel? It gets to be heart-rendering
to only them
day”.

me,
worker,
good horse, Two
tears
letter
begging me
and shall we do
their hands for
continue promising “some

We are making plans to meet our people
at the National July, then
we shall tell you write the
opportunities that Pray that
nothing shall

Association in
rannot
confront us.

as we

hinder this visit,

Report of National Foreign Mission Treasury
Receipts for the Month of April
Rev. Winford Davis, Treas. Monett, Mo.

Missouri Michigan o o i § o« o imige 908 e 18:9%

Alabama ........ . Kansas e o e T 7.75

North Carolina y South Caroling .....s.weessves ‘ 2.00

Tennessee 76.25  National Waman's Auxiliary Con, .. 48.20

Oklahema 35.8a —_—

WD IS st S 2 IO 5 s 2 19.00 Mol tx. o sk ik s A e $611.15
IMMORTALITY

T. H. Newcome, Springtown, Texas

Men do not cease to live because they din,
For all who trust in God and then comply
With His commands,
Shall never,

and on
die.

Him do rely
never

Men don’t cease to live when they are dead
The deeds they have done, things they said
Live on and on, after the hath fled
Inte the Gireat heyond.

soul
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Church Letters - Field Reports

A Visit to a Church in Emporia, Kans.

My visit with Rev, and Mrs. Evereft
Wilson and the church they are pastoring
in Emporia, Kansas was in response 1o
the request written by Brother Wilson in
the March issue of the Gem.
to visit them the
and secured

We consented
first Sunday in April,
Sister Rowena Thomas to
preach for us here in Monett on that Sun-
day morning and Rev. W. K. Weston on
that Sunday night, We left Monett at
11:28 Saturday a. m. and arrived in Em-
poria at midnight. Brother Wilson was
still up waiting for us.
After enjoying a
home of Brother
went to the

splendid visit in the
and Sister
church

Wilson, we
and found a small
group of real Christiang zealously working
for the Lord,. Their present place of wor-
ship is in a lodge hall, but they are working
on a church building now. They had the
foundation laid, and were to begin putting
up the frame work the next week after I
was there,

.We spent the day with them in the ser-
vice of the Lord. After the eleven o’clock
service, a basket dinner was served. An
old time fellowship
in the afternoon,
ing and DPreachir
this  service,

meeting was engaged
then young people’s meet-
12 service at night. At
they took the Communion
and washed the saints’ feet.

We enjoyed the fellowship with these
people anqg bray that God will make of
them a great church, all to His glory.

— Rev. 0. T. Allred
S —, Ay -

The Young People of Flat River, Mo.

It is witp gre
opportunity tg
ol my church,
ward to
people,
Fre

at pleasure that I take this
report for the young people
We have long looked for-
t}xe time when we, as the young
might report our activities to other
e Will Baptist young
thankful for the
church

folk, and we are

Space allotted us in our

paper,

Most of our activities are carried on

through our choir work. We have a large
choir composed of young people, being di-
rected by our pastor and accompanied by an
able pianist, a member of our own group.
We meet each Tuesday evening for our
weekly devotional and have charge of each

Sunday evening devotional services, also.

KEven though many of our young men have
been called into the service of our country.
we are doing our best to be brave and fight

on for the cause of the Lord. We feel it

is our job here at home to keep things
going and have everything in order when
our boys come home.

The fact cannot be denied that we ave
instruments in the hands of the Lord.
Recently we young people conducted a

service in honor of all our boys in the ser-
Each church pinned
a star on the flag in honor of her son in
the service, This proved to be very im-
pressive. From this service, we have been
made stronger and have gained an urge
to push forward the wonderful cause of
our Lord:

vice. mother in our

One cannot overlook the fact that youny
people must have a working part in the
church activities. We, as a group, like ouv
work for the Lord, It gives us the ex-
perience and pleasure of sharing the bless-
ings of the Lord, What is the atmosphere
of a church without its young people at
work?

His
patience and love for us keeps us together

Much credit is due our fine pastor.
in unity. Our chief aim is to please the

Lord.

We want to be co-operative and a helpful
group to all the young people throughout
our denomination. Almost all our members
are readers of the Gem. We would like
io hear from other Free Will Baptist young
people. Perhaps we could exchange ideas
and help one another through our church
papers. May the Lord richly bless every
young person throughout our Free Will
Baptist denomination is our earnest prayer.

— Alberta Dodd
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Woman’s District Auxiliary Meeting
Whittington, Illinois

Dear Gem Readers:

We wish to make this report, believing
our readers will be glad to hear how God
is blessing us. The district meeting of
our Woman’s Auxiliary met with Rescue

Church near Whittington, Illinois, April
23, 1943, for an all day session. Our pres-
ident, Sister Opal McClerrin, was unable

to be with us.

The meeting was called to order by Lois
Sneed, our first vice president, All joined
in signing our theme song, “I Love to Tell
the Story,” followed in prayer by Sister
Elsie Curtis. Our recording secretary.
Rosie Conner, who has been so faithful,
was unable to be with us on account of
sickness, Claudie Britton acted in her
absence. This work is yet new to many
of us, and we spent much time in discus-
sion of difficult problems.

God is blessing in way.
We have two auxiliaries since our

a wonderful
new

last meeting, Mt, Vernon and Pleasant
View churches have organized. Our next
meeting is to be with the Mt. Vernon

church on Friday before the fourth Sunday
in October. The women of Bear Point
are to put on the program.

A bountiful dinner was
noon hour in the basement of the church.

Officers for the year elected
as follows:
President,

gerved at the

next were
Emma Moore, Springfield, Ill.;
IMirst Vice President, Lois Sneed, Whitting-
ton, 1I11.; Second Vice President, Emily
Malone, Mulkeytown, I1l.; Third Vice Pres-
ident, Wanda Boggs, WalnutHill, IIL;
Feourth Vice President, Juanita Smith,
Whittington, 1I11.; Fifth Vice President,
Lois Kitterman, Woodlawn, Ill.; Treasurer,
Mary Rainey, Mt. Vernon, Ill.; Recording
Secretary, Rosie Connor, Whittington, Ill.;
Corresponding Secretary, Mabel Ketteman,
Macedonia, I11.

Following the election of officers, we
gathered at the altar for a consecration

Delegates for the National Con-
were also appointed at this time,
who were, Emma Moore, Mabel Ketteman,
Olive Street, Mary Rainey, and Emily
Malone.

prayer.
vention

At the close of the business session we
were favored with a talk by Sister Curtis,

our national worker, and a reading by
Vanita Baxter.
The meeting was then turned into an

old fashioned testimonial meeting, and oh,
how we did feel the presence of the Holy
Spirit. We thank God for
testimonies, We feel the auxiliary work
is drawing us closer together and closer
to God. I pray that we might all be la
borers together and that we might study
to shew ourselves approved unto God =
workman that needeth not to be ashamed.

May God bless our little Gem as we 80
much like to read the reports of the other
auxiliaries and know that

these good

our women in
other states are being blessed by this great
work.

30

New Hope Free Will Baptist Church
Joelton, Tennessee
Mrs. Feliz Simpson, clerk
Rev. L. A. Craftl, pastor

I count it a privilege and a blessing to
report that New Hope is still pressing to-
ward the mark of the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus. Our pastor,
Rev, A.E.Craft, has our church
eight years. He brings us soul stirring
sermons each Lord's day. Our cups run
with joy. We are living in perilous
times with sin and war on every hand,
but praise the Lord, we still have a Savior
in whom we can rejoice.

Our consedrated Sunday school super-
intendent, C, B. Turrentine, has been faith-
ful for seven years. With good teachers,
officers, and splendid classes, our Sunday
school is doing good work for the Lord.
Our Sunday school boys and girls are re-
ceiving the new birth for
the Lord the praise, Our
attendance has fallen off

pastored

over

which we give
Sunday school
some, due to S0
many of our boys being called to the colors
for freedom of our Nation, but we still
have a very good attendance.

Our Service hangs at the front
ol the church with 69 With much
sorrow, we report a gold one, one of our
dear Sunday school boys.. The church held
a dedication service in honor of the boys
in uniform April 11, at the eleven o'clock

Flag
stars.
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hour.
rell

Devotional prayer led by Rev. Dar-
Williams of Columbia, Tennessee.
The boys were honored by reading nameos
cn flag by the pastor. Dedication prayer
by Rev, J. K. Parsons, Nashville, Tennessee,
with flag held on altar by the pastor and
superintendent. Dedication sermon deliv-
ered by the president of our Bible School.

Rev. L. C. Johnson, Nashville, Tennesseo.
Brother Johnson brought a good message .
and was enjoyed by a large crowd, with

people standing in the back of church.

We miss our boys very much in our church

worship. May God bless and keep them
in His name.

Cur Weman’s Auxiliary is still progress-
ing with the Lord’s help.
bership of 30. With
N. V. Williams, all

We have a menf-
president, Mrs.
vice presidents
and officers and members co-operating, we
have spiritual meetings.
day each month. Our
filled with work for

the
the

We give one full
day of meeting is
the Lord. We have
both mission and stewardship classes, and
use the year book of programs. We have
special prayers our missionaries, our
boys in service and for all the other work
which is on our hearts, Our Auxiliary
has a special offering, besides dues,
month for

for

each
both home and foreign missions,
orphanage and education,

Our League ig
Garner Caldwell,
leader. He ig

doing good work with

a fine Christian man, as
training

our youth in a
wonderful way. We have two (quartets
and good singing which ig enjoyed by all
who attend service, We have cottage

prayer meeting each week and the Holy
Spirit is with us,
. Cur financial work is growing wonder-
fully in all branches of the church

, espec-
ially in :

our general church fund. “God
loveth a cheerful giver.” “Bring ye all
the tithe into the store house.” May the

Lord continue to bless
- 30

The Free Will Baptist Church
St. Louis, Missouri

in this work.

Dear Gem Readers:

It gives me great pleasure to write unton
you of the blessings that only God can
give to us.

We had our first Sunday School Con-

school, who did not attend any place.

vention on April the fourth, and the Lord
really poured out His blessing and we had
a wonderful time. We were glad to have
Rev. Albert Tucker, president of our Sub-
day School Convention, fine
spiritual message.

We are glad to announce tkat the Lord
has blessed us with our old building, being
led to worship in the same building as we

give us a

have been for sometime, God has so ar-
ranged that we could buy it, and as we

go farther to improve this, we ask that
you continue to pray for us.

We were glad of the good revival held
recently at Fredricktown, Missouri, by our
own pastor, Rev. Mark Lewis, and for the
souls that were saved, also for the services
that brought for us
tors absence, and the souls that were
saved here.

Our Sunday school
since we last wrote you. Over a hundred
and 75% are staying for
church service. We are glad for our new
convert, Sister Sutherland, who went out
and brought 21 new children to Sunday
We
our Womans Auxiliary
much for the Lord and
for They gladly welcomed
their Rev. John Rollins, Rev.
Melvin Bingham, and Rev. Winford Davis.
We pray that God will bless them in their
buisness journey.

“The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness
thereof, the world and they that dwell
therein.”—Psalms 24:1, Come to church
and serve Him that when He calls you,
He will say “Well done thou good and faith-
ful servant.”

i i © pas-
Rev. Zinn in our pé

for
is growing rapidly

attend about

also glad for
is doing so
the church.
visitors,

are
who

30

‘““The GO-Tell Band”’
Tulsa, Oklahoma

Last fall, a short time before school be-
gan, a small group of junior girls of our
church met and organized a “Go-Tell Band.”
We named our Band “The Barbara Jean
Circle” in honor. of _little Barbara  Jean .
Willey, our missionary’s daughter.

For a Christmas gift to Barbara Jean, each
girl brought a little gift, and we took money
from our treasury to buy material for her
a dress. For this we received a precious
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letter of thanks from Sister Willey.

We also sent out Christmas greeting cards
to the aged and retired ministers of our
association,

We write letters to the boys in the armed
forces. We want to be able to carry on
the good work of the church while ouv
dear boys are gone. We have a large num-
ber gone from our church, and the Lord
only knows how we miss them. We pray
that the Lord will hasten the day when
they can be back with us. We want our
church to be active when they come back.

We have not been able to do much since
we first organized on account of school and
bad weather and poor transportation and
all the other little things the devil could
find to hinder the good work, however, we
are expecting to do more now since Sprinz
is here and favorable.

On April

everything seems
went on a picnic on
beautiful Reservoir Hill. After we had
enjoyed a delicious lunch cooked on an
open fire, we had a business meeting. After
prayer and Scripture reading, we re-organ-
ized because some of our officers have
moved away and some others are being
promoted to the intermediate circle, We

3rd, we

really had a wonderful time. There were
thirteen children and three mothers, and

we rode a city bus to the foot of the hill
then hiked the rest of the way. We enjoyed
cooking “stick bread” and roasting wieners,
gathering wild flowers, taking snap shots
with kodaks, climbing over hills and rocks,
and some of the girls played ball, but the
mothers were too tired for that. It was a
tired, dirty looking group of us who rode
the city bus back through town, but it was
worth it all, The Lord really blessed us.

We ask an interest in all your prayers
that we might always be able to do our
little part in whatever the Loving Master
might have for us to do.

We are sorry to say that we are losing
our vice president, Doylene Dipboye, who
is moving to Arkansas. We are going to
miss her so much for she is such a sweet
little girl, but we know God can use her
down there too, so we submit to His will.

Barbara June Hancock, President
Donna Hamilton, Secretary
Thelma Lister, Treasurer

The Free Will Baptist Church
Drumright, Oklahoma
Rev. Harry E. Staires, Pastor
Mrs, Vera Stanley, Reporter

Gem Readers:
Again I will report the glorious blessings
of our church, We had a revival meeting in
April with Rev. George W. Scott of Moun-
tain Grove, Mo. as our evangelist, We are
rejoicing over the souls that were brought
to Christ during the revival,

Dear

because we

know that one soul brought to Christ is
worth everything in this world. Brother
Scott was a real inspiration and blessing

to our church while he was here.

We enjoyed the second-Sunday singing
here in April, A large crowd attended and
enjoyed singing the songs of Zion. We
could feel the Spirit of God prevailing in
the songs.

Our mission work is progressing too. The
ladies spend every Thursday afternoon in
prayer meetings in different homes where
there are aged or sick people who are not
able to attend church,

We held a week's prayer service at the
church the last of April which was dedi-
cated to our country and our boys on the
battlefield.
afternoon.

= 30

We had a different leader every

A Woman'’s Auxiliary Organized
Fredericktown, Missouri

Dear Gem Readers:

We are proud to inform you that we have
organized a Woman’s Auxiliary in our Free
Will Baptist Church, and are striving to
the best of our knowledge to carry the
CGreat Commission, our mission, beginning
in Fredericktown, Mo. We have nineteen
members now and are looking forward to
a greater interest in this wonderful work.

We earnestly desire your prayers for our

success in the Woman's Auxiliary work.
Our officers are:
Sister Belva Zinn ............ President
Sister Elsie Myers .... First vice president
Sister Emma McGraw .... Second vice pres.
Sister Beulah Spivy ...... Third vice pres.
Sister Helen McGraw .... Fourth vice pres.
Sister Rose Sharp ...... Fifth vice pres,

Sister Allie Hanes, Recording Sec. & Treas.
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Sister Emma Bebout, Corresponding Sec.
We feel this Auxiliary work is needed
here in Fredericktown very much, and are
anxious to see thisg great work go on.
— Mrs. Emma Bebout
30

A Revival Meeting
Noble, Illinois

We have just closed our annual two
weeks’ revival at the Glenwood Cong-Chris.
tian Church with Rey. George McLain of
Oklahoma City as evangelist.

Rev McLain was privileged to witness
the result of the great revival he conducted
for us last year when one after another
testified for their Lord, Rev. McLain
preaches straight forward Bible messages
and with a power that holds the interegt
of old and young. His sermons are a
spiritual feast to both those who are within
the fold and those who are yet out in sin.

The attendance wag very gratifying in
spite of rationing, rural location, and April
showers. Many were moved and have ex-
pressed a desire to walk in the light ang
continue to geek the Lord until they find
Him, beside thoge who prayed through for
forgiveness. Thirteen souls were saved in
this revival and ten new members wera
added to the church, :

Thig meeting not

only reached our com-
munity, but alco the

surroun (]ing‘ communi-

ties. The meeting jg adjourned, hut not
over; the Holy Spirit and a pr

aying church
our wonderful Saviour,
the glory and praise for
accomplished.

remain, Tgp
belong all
has

Him,

what
been

———Audrey Eagleton, reporter

- 30 —

Woman's Auxiliary, Tulsa, OKla,
Mrs, J. 1. Renegar, President
Mrs. N. S, Milley, Recording Sec.

Since we have not had a re
department of ouy
o long

port from this
church in the Gem for
time, we felt inclined to tel] of
some of our Auxiliary’s

The Auxiliary ig still
and doing the
we are few in

activities,

moving forward,
Lord’s work even though
number since so many of
our members are otherwise employed. The
Lord continues to hless

our efforts,

The observance of the National Week of
Prayer proved a great blessing to all and
especially to those who took part. The
program was well arranged, with differel'lt
speakers each day and special numbers in
song that blessed us all. A total of seventy
persons, and several children, attended the
services,

The Auxiliary also honored all the aged
mothers of our church with an all-day ser-
vice on Thursday, and a Mothers’ Day pro-
gram was given and cards and gifts were

vt d
presented to the honored mothers. We ]1:11
22 mothers present, and our pastor anc

several children,

The Auxiliary sponsored the “Invitation
Drive” by visiting in the neighborhood
homes and inviting folk to church. In the
42 homes we visited, we found that a
goodly number of people did not attend
Sunday school and church any place.

30 —

MOTHER
Grandmother Dixon, Aurora, Mo,

When I take my flight to heaven,
When this earth IT'll trod no more;
There with Jesus I'll be waiting,
For my children ever more.

For them I will be watching,
In that happy, peaceful place,

For I know that He can save them
Through His blessed saving grace.

I trust they will be ready,
When He calls them to the gate;
or they will have to meet Him,'
And will behold His blessed face.

There they’ll receive a message,
By no other can be told;
So, my children, look to Jesus,

i e vithi r soul,
Take Him deep within you

That His loving sunshine,
From your soul shall ne'er depart;
While upon this earth you travel,

Serve the Lord with all your heart,

Oh!

Take Him with you always,
In every lane and distant land;
Then, dear Jesus, teach us kindly,
Lead us by Thy loving hand.
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Wagshington D. C.

Dear Gem Readers:

It seems that the weeks and months have
just flown since we last found time to
write you, but even though we have been
silent for so long, we are still on the Lord's
side. Since we have found a place to wor-
ship, and have been attending regularly,
the time seems to fly, and we find ourselves

busy with those things that necessarily
have to be done and attending services

in the week. We
thank God for hearing and answering our
prayers in regard to a place of worship.

sometimes every night

When we first
were

came to Washington, we
negligent in attending services, but
soon learned by experience that no matteyr
how consecrated one might have been Dre-
viously, staying away from God’s house
soon causes him to become negligent in
regard to his responsibilities as a Christian.
We now attend services regularly at the
National Tabernacle, 6440 Piney Road, N.W,,
Washington, D. C. We
gquainted with several of the people here,
including the pastor and church treasurei.
The treasurer, Brother Katon, has proved
a source of help to us as he is ever ready
to make one feel at home and acquainted
with the various ones connected with the
Tabernacle. The pastor is Dr, John MecNeil,
a real Scotchman.

have become ac-

The Young People’s Service on Sunday
evening has especially proved a blessing.
The leader, Sister Reed, is a devoted Chris-
tian and often passes on to her congregation
thoughts that prove a help when one needs
it most.

It has been our privilege to hear
nationally known and outstanding ministers
during our year here in Washington, Among
those we would mention are Dr. James
MecGinlay, Rev. Delbert S. Grant, and Rev
Harry A. Jaeger There are many others.
but time and space will not permit our
mentioning them all,

Just yesterday (Sunday, May 2), we
attended one of the best
witnessed in Washington.
People's Rally
Rev Harry A.
speaker for the
the Rally was

some

services we have
It was a Young
at Constitution Hall, with
Jaeger as the principle
afternoon. The theme of
“A Bible for Every Life

Boat,” and the offering for the afternoon
was over $300.00 Two U, S. Chaplins spoke
briefly — Chaplin John F. Carruthers and
a Chaplin from Fort Belvoir, Virginia. Rev.
Jaeger is working in our Army Camps with
our boys and has a living message of hope
to give to all who listen, He spoke a few
minutes after the main service with a group
of young people who gathered in the lobby,
and would to God that those who think
young America is going to the dogs could
have seen the eager upturned faces of those
young people ‘as they listened anxiously
to every word Brother Jaeger had to say
a¢ though they were afraid they would miss
part of them! I, myself, was guilty after
being here a few months of thinking that

young America was unconcerned, but I
have learned more and more that all are
not. It is true that seemingly the majority

are unconcerned, but we
isn't

are glad that it
always the majority that win— and
how much more that is true in this Chris-
tian Warfare. It would do anyone's heart
good to watch them as Brother Jaeger gave

them Scriptures and encouraged them in
being better Christians.

We could not be honest with
or with others if we failed to openly thani
God for the past year in Nation's
Japitol, There have been more than once
when we were ready to quit because things
not running smoothly, but
we are that we didn’t! There have been
many discouraging and old Satan
lias done his best to get us to give up, bui
with God we have won the victory thus far.

Continuing to trust in the
the Holy Spirit, we rededicate and reconse-

ourselves

our

were how glad

times,

guidance of

crate our life afresh upon the altar to Goid
for Him to use just as He sees best. In
these
your prayers in
let God lead in all

request
shall

made,

Bowe

words, we ecarnestly
behalf
decisions to be
— Gertrude
123Y% Carroll Ave.,
Washington, D. C.
30 —mM8M8—

closing

our that we

Takoma Park

Myrtle, Missouri

Dear Gem Readers:

I am praising the Lord for this privilegs

and blessing afforded me by writing again

10 the Gem readers. I am glad for this
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little paper that reaches out over land and
sea, I am glad that some of our dear boys
in the service have the privilege of reading

the Gem. We do so enjoy the letters some
of them write.
Our Service Flag is hanging in our

church with thirty-two stars placed on it.
On February 28, we dedicated it to all the
boys around Myrtle who have gone form us,
of whom we are very proud. “For we are
laborers together with God.” God does not
require less of us when He calls for laborers

in His great field of service. What a glori-

ous privilege it is to be a laborer in the
Master's vineyard. We Free Will Baptists
are learning that we need one another

more than ever before in this great crisis.
Are we Christians failing to do our duty?
Let us work while it is day for the night
cometh when no can work. Let us
join in prayer for the boys in the service,
and for one another.

man

— Ora Clark, Church Clerk
e )

The Freg Will Baptist Church
Picher, Oklahoma

The Northwest Picher Free Will Baptist
Clurch, called “Blue Front” ‘ .
raged in a revival
eighteen days with
ducting the meeting,
greatly edified and
There have been nine

has been en-
meeting for the past
Rev. Ova Stalcup con-
The church has been
uplifted spiritually.
souls saved and two

additions to the church. Brother Stalcub
is a capable, God-called man. We want,
to recommend him to all. His address is

Box 957, Oklahoma City, OKkla.
— Mrs, Elsie Dunn,
— 30

Clerk

Ruth Dale Free Will Baptist Church
Charleston, West Virginia

Dear Gem Readers:

I am happy to report the
things God has done for His people in this
community. It is a wonderful thing what
people can do when they will let God have
His way in their hearts.

wonderful

A short time ago, Free Will Bap-
tist people were in this community without
a place to meet. They began praying and
working, and soon a nice church was built.
On March 7, the first meeting was conducted
in the new church, A good many people
came to church though it was cold and bad.
Bro. Jones Herrald brought a wonderfui
message on “Ye Are the Salt of the Earth.”
] am sure everyone around this little churcit
is glad to live in a place where the Word
of God is preached in its purity. ‘While I
am not a member, I am thankful for it.
I am also thankful for men like Bro. R. 1.
Dunlap and Bro. Willie Rabol, Because of
these men, the church stands on top of the
hill.  God is place. Let us
do more for Jesus this year than ever before.

— Deacon, Joe Childers, reporter

some

blessing this

Report of Missouri Treasury
Rev. Winford Davis, Treas. Monett, Mo.

Foreign Missi
Myrtle Long, £n Missions

: Patton, e $1.00
Amity Church, Niangua, Mo, "A(m
Flat River Chureh ........ ... . u”..—,—
Fredervicktown CHULCH |, pots ool ”it.l“:;
New Harmony Mission (‘,ir(;].c ........ ’.i;:
Aurora Church . .. Lt ) :
Eldorado Springg (j.]l-l.u'.(‘.l; """"""""" :’l::
Mill Creek League and S § .. . 2(:.1:%
Shibleys Point Chureh ., . .‘ ........ lhl:"l
Will Price, Arcola, Mo. ....... .... z.(m
Mt, Olive (Neola) Chureh ... ... . n:uu
True Blue Class, Neola S. S. ........ 1.00)
Ottis Martin, Greenfield, Mo, ...... 7.00

Independence Church .............. 27.00
Mrs. Ottie Metzger, Liberal, Mo. ...... 5.00
Neola Woman’s Auxiliary .......... 4.00
Mine La Motte S, S. ................ 3.53
Rev. Lloyd Jeffries .........ccveoee 5.00
Hickory Grove Church ............ 6.30
Third Church, St, Louis, Mo. ........ 13.60
Buffalo Sunday School ... ... cneisnin. 1.21
AnToras CNIEIN ch d T o s s o) oehateiols 3.7
Sublette i GhuTeh . ik d s o s s 2 e 3.45
Northeast Mo, Mission Band ........ 25.09
Monett OhuYetl .ok s dos susns - ave + b 3.00

HOCKECHaT eLin e ol o S srite o pipen ke 2.00
Amity Church
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Oak Grove Church near Alton, Mo, .. 4.00 Allocation Fund
New Harmony Mission ............ 7.75 (Penny-a-Day)
Macedonia Church .................: 2.3 h
Fr o o s Monett Church .......ccovovevvnnen $2.08
redericktown Auxiliary .......... 1.50 5
Wi . ’ Neola Church .......coceveviiivinen 4.10
illey Circle, Flat River, Mo ...... 15.00 Nroola il 24
Leadington Churehand Sl s ey 7.88 S ,.xpe ...................... o0
Merls Chapel 7.80 Macedonia Church .................. 5.28
e R e e ) Willey Circle, Flat River, Mo. ...... 2.50
redericktown Sunday School ...... 4.32 i aortman Ot =
TR e T T e 15.00 annoN. CHUTCH Tals il oiits o st s olsie :
Macedonia Sunday School ...........- 2.50 Jehoida Chest Fund
Pvt. Smi p. s
Blu I;:)y Sl‘mth """""""""" i?o, Hickory Grove Auxiliary .......... $1.00
4 ' 2 : D
E]'e Hye Church ........coceeeeees 4"_ Macedonia Church ........... ..., 2.00
sie P ‘ P Dk
i v sahf, Selcand, MO, o vans s 4 amnon: (RGN 5 s has L3 s e 1.00
Willing Workers Circle, Flat River .. 3.00 _
Hickory Grove Auxiliary ............ 1.00 Educational Fund
Wagoner Church ................- 5.60  Fredericktown Church ............ $3.66
Budget Fund New Harmony Mission Cirele ...... 5.00
Carterville CRUTCh . ......o.oonveons $5.41 Ottis Martin, Greenfield, Mo. ........ 2.00
Mrs. Edith Blair, Buffalo, Mo_ ,,,,,,,, 9.00 Rev. Lloyd Jeffries ...........coonnn 5.00
Macedonia Church ...............- 1,00 Merls Chapel ...........ccooveennns 10.00
B Fund Leadington Church and 8. 8, ........ 5.60
Neol : _enevolence Ui . i Fredericktiwn Sunday School ........ 1.73
‘H%Okd Ausn]un'y 10?"buperunnuatmn $2.09  Hickory Grove Auxiliary .......... 1.09
wkory ‘Grove Anziliaty tor Telip. RGDOTE OTORE vkt b shistics ¢ 4 g 33 n .00
(80 e T o o R L o) e 1.00
Hickory Grove Auxiliary for Super New Machinery Fund
BRBUALION <o caves s wiains oo os albfes e 1.00 J. A, Kempt, Norwood, Mo. ........ 1.50

A Special Article

History of Hickory Grove Church, Haddam, Kans.

Miss Portteus Latimer, Haddam, Kans.

HE HICKORY GROVE
tist
organized by

Will Bap-
near Haddam,
Rev. Wm, Marks on
December 13, 1870, and was first known as
the Mill Creek Church. One charter men-
ber, Sister Marietta Grover who celebrated
her ninety-sixth birthday on 1943,
is still with us. The organization was per-
fected, and services were
years in a

Free
Church, Kansas,

was

May 3,
held for several
house near the sif2
church building.
Palmer was called as the first
he held the

In 1885, during the
Joseph Westley,

log school
of the present Rev. John
pastor, a..l
nine

pastorate years,

pastorate of Rev.
plans were commenced o0

building a church, and the

building was

completed during the summer of 1886, omn
Wm.

Dedication

ground presented by Brother Gray,

a deacon in the church. ser-
vices were held on August
Rev.

“Butler-Dunn Theology” delivering the dedi-

30 of that year,

with Ransom Dunn, co-author of

catory sermon, At that time the name was
changed from Mill Creek to Hickory Grove.
Alco, on that day, Sister McKinney orgarn-
ied The Woman’s Missionary Society. The
oriets ereat help 1o
both financially and spiritually,
esent has twenty-two
1892, while Rev. A, S.

room

has always been a

the church,

a2d at
o

In

members.

Reeves was

rastor, a four parsonage was built
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Hickory Grove Church, Haddam, Kans.

near the church;
were added.

On July 11, 1910, the church was com-
pletely destroyed by a tornado; the par-
sonage which stood about fifty feet away
was only slightly damaged. Although mig-
fortune had come, those faithful members,
few of whom remain, were not discouraged.
Five days later a meeting was called and
plans were laid for rebuilding, While the
new church was under construction, ser-
vices were again held in the district school
house. The new church was built on the
foundation of the old one, and on January
6, 1911, was dedicated to the service of
Ged. This time the dedicatory sermon was
delivered by Rev. I, H. Murphy, returned
missionary to India

later two other rooms

During the seventy-two years since
organization,
has been

its
the pastorate of the church
held by twenty-one ministers,
Five of its members have entered the min-
istry, namely: Brother Paul Reeves, Sister
Maude Mann, Sister Ada Grover

Reiger,
Brother Oscar Grover, and Sister Vera
Dawdy, the latter having received her

license at the last session of the Northwest
Missouri Association of Free Will Baptist.s,

At the present time, the church has fifty-
six members on its roll; however a numbe;
of those are non-resident, leaving the re-

sponsibility resting upon a fev?' 'It hds
a live Sunday school, with special 1nte1.ebt
manifest in the Junior and Intermedlat‘e
classes. There is also a Young People?
Christian Endeavor Society, although that
group feels most the demands of war.
Several of the best of our young men have
answered our country’s call, and they have
left vacancies in both the Christian En-
dearov and the Sunday School that make
our hearts ache. We pray that they may
all be permitted to return to us and to
those places in the church and the com-
munity that they once filled,

(Cottage prayer meetings are held twice
each month, and are truly a source of in-

gpiration and help to all who attend. The
Weman's Missionary Society also meet.s
twice a month, Rev. A, H. DeWeese i3

gerving his second year as full time pastor.

Since there are no longer any other
churches of the Free Will Baptist denomin-
ation in this section of the state, in 1940
the church united with the Northwest
Missouri Association, and is now a part of
that body. .

Although there is much to be done in
this part of God’s vineyard, we are thank-
ful for what has been and is being accom-
plished. May we be enabled to do more,
is our prayer.
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OBITUARIES

FERGUSON—Rev, S. M. Ferguson, one
of the oldest Free Will Baptist preachers
in south east Missouri, passed away at
his home in River Mines, April 12, 1943.
He was for many years active in the
church in his yearly meeting, and was at
one time pastor of the Filat River church.
He had many interesting experiences to
tell of the earlier days of the Free Will
Baptists of St. Francois County, His
going was in the triumph of a living faith

in the Son of God.
Rev. S. M. Ferguson, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Austin Ferguson, was born in Boi-

linger County Mo., Oct. 2, 1862, and died
April 12, 1943, at his home in River Mines,
Mo., at the age of 80 years, 6 months and
10 days. On Oct. 2, 1887, he was united
in marriage to Mary Ann Trousdale of
Libertyville, Mo., and to this union was
bern 13 children, two of whom preceded
him in death. He is survived by his wife,
eleven children, 40 grand children, 21 great
grand children, and other relatives and a
host of friends.

Brother IFerguson had been an ordained
preacher in The Free Will Baptist church
for more tlhan and had many
friends.

‘The funeral service was held at the
Flat River Free Will Baptist church Wed-
nesday, May 14th, The service was coti-
ducted by Bro, James F. Miller in the
presence of a large number of friends who
had gathered to offer sympathy to the
family.

40 years,

THORNTON—Wm, E. Thornton was born
in Macoupin County, IIl., April 29, 1869,
and departed this life Tuesday, April 6,
1943, at his home near Liberal, Missouri,
being at the time of his death 73 years,
11 months and 8 days old.

He moved with his parents to Barton
county when a little boy of two years old,
and has lived the remainder of his life
near Liberal.

On January 29, 1839, he was united in
marriage to Josephine Thompson. To this
union was born six children, five sons
and one daughter. All these are surviving

him. They are Roy and George of near
Liberal; Clarence of Ft, Smith, Arkansas;
Wallace of Cape Girardeau, Mo.; Ralph
of East St. Louis, I1l. and Ethel of Kansas
City, Mo, Also surviving him are on2
brother, Frank Thornton, New Berlin, Ill.,
and one sister Mrs. Bessie Jones of Minonk,
111., 14 grandchildren and four great grand-
children.

Mr. Thornton lived to see a raw country
of mere cow paths developed into paved
bighways, railroads built, prairies turned
into farm land and homes and schools
developed.

Two years ago last September he and
wife enjoyed a family; reunion at their
home where children, grand children and
great grand children were present, On
that same day occured “The Shiloh pic-
nic” which is an annual event and means
so much to the older generation. Mr. and
Mrs, Thornton, with their family visited
the old school ground, where they two had
been sweet hearts over 50 years ago. All
of their own children and 10 grand children
attended this school, something very un-
usual for three generations to attend the
same rural school.

Four years ago last January 29, they
celebrated their Golden Wedding annivers-
ary, another glorious day for this family
to spend together. No angel of death had
ever entered this home, even four more
years were added to this good fortune.

Mr.
father

Thornton was a faithful husband,
and friend. It is men like him
that has made our country and his family
of loyal sons and daughter are a living
monument to the community in which this
good man has spent over 70 years of his
life.

Funeral service was conducted by Rev.
Winford Davis at the Hannon church in
the presence if a large audience.

PATGE—Rual Hadley Paige, son of Har-
vey B. and Diantha Paige, was born in
Chittenanga, New York, January 27, 1857.
He grew to manhood in the state of New
York, and was married in October 18, 1882,
to Miss Fannie Johnson also of Chittenanga,
They moved to Missouri in 1891, and set-
tled in Barton county in the Verdella
neighborhood.
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He was converted in early life and when
he came to Barton county, he became a
charter member of the Verdella Free Will
Baptist church there where he was always
present and took an active part
as health
companion

as long
permitted. He and his dear
loved their church and their
home was always the “preachers’ home”
when they came that way.

He and his good wife celebrated their
60th wedding anniversary on Oct. 18, 1942,
at the home where they had lived for over
50 years.

He quietly fell Asleep in Jesus on tho
evening of March 4, 1943., at the age of
86 years.

Besides his aged
one son, Dr, R.

companion, he
S. Paige,

leaves
who was his
father’s pride and joy, and two grandsons,
Chester and Harvey Paige, who are serv-
ing their country in foreign lands, and one
little granddaughter, Gale Paige, of Joplin.
Mo., and many other relatives and a great
host of friends who knew and loved
good man.

this
Funeral services was conducted at the
little church where he attended so faith-
fully all through his life, by the writer
who was a very close friend of the fariily,

and burial was made in Barton City Cem-
etery near by where all that was mortal
of the one we loved was laid to rest to
wait the Call in the Great Resurrection
morning when all that are in the graves
shall hear the voice of the Son of God
and shall come forth.

— Mrs. Rowena Thomas

SPEARS — Death claimed Franklin Pierce
Spears following an illness of one week.
He was born in Johnson County, Kentucky,
November 27, 1854, a son of
Melinda Williams Spears. A carpenter by
trade, he had fifteen years ago.
“Uncle Frank” as he was known, had lived
forty-four years in Catlettsburg, Kentucky.
He was a member of the Enterprise Baptist
Church. He was a faithful attendant of the
Sandy City Free Will Baptist Church anid
Sunday School. He is survived by three
daughters, Mrs. J, A. Eaker, Mrs. Lloyd
Bullington and Mrs. G. C, Spiver; one soi,
Thomas Spears; two brothers, Julius Spears
and Dock Spears; one sister, Mrs. Ann Webb.
and a host of friends.

Enoch and

retired

Rev, L. E. Colliver and Rev. Jay Duvall
conducted an impressive funeral gervice anid
burial was in the Catlettsburg Cemetery.
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