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Multitudinous are the words of prayer which will reach
heavenward this Easter. Each of us will say a prayer
apart—for the safety of a loved one in battle—for the
return of a son, or brother, or husband now in an enemy ‘s
prison camp—for the healing of a wounded dear omne.
Yet together, we shall say one prayer for lasting peace
following the United Natiors’ complete victory. and we
shall find our greatest faith—partictularly those of us
whom the war has already 9ereft—in recalling His Res-
urrection, for whom this day is reborn each year!
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DO YOU NEED AN EVANGELIST?

Greetings in the Masters name:

In that God in His infinite merey has
ordained ‘1o me sufficient strenght,
after muel waiting and prayer, I have
felt led to offer my serviees in the open
evangelistie. field.

Please pray about this matter, and
should you, and your Church desire
such servieces, please contact me at St.-
Paul, Arkansas,

Your servant in Chirst.
Rev. J. A, Card.
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SF GOSPEL SERMONS &

A Heathen Name for a Christian Anniversary
Rev. C. B. Dees, Monett, Mo.

The 9th day of April this year will be

known as Easter Sunday, and recognized
all over the world where there are Christ
{ans.

Origin of the Name

It is rather strange that the name “Iast-
er” ever became attached to this Christian
Anniversary, It is one of the things that
has bheen grafted on the Christen system
from the heathen observance of days and
seasons. DBefore the Gospel was preached
in northern Europe and the Brtish Isles
the people inhabiting thosc regions wer-
shiped various deities. One of these was a
goddcss by the name of Eostre or Ostria,
known as the goddess of light and spring.
The idea of eating eggs, and associating
rabbits with the day, as well as new clothes,
fs not of Christian origin, but is carried
over tfrom the usages connected with the
celebration of this ancient heathen goddess.
The name “Easter” oceurs once in the Bible
but it is an Anachronism, that-is, a thing
represented as occuring out of its proper
chronological ord~r. In Acts 12:4 where
it says that after easter, Herod was plan-
ning to execute Peter whom he hzul in pri-
son at the time. When the Bible was tran-
lated into English, the cclebration of Eas
ter was an established fact, and the trans-
laters instead of translating the original
word in the Greek of Acts, put in this
word, evidently with the idea that it would
be better understood than to say passover,
which is the right rendering of the Greek
word, and is so translated in the Revised
Persion.

Why the Occasion is Celebrated

There is no mention of the celebration
of the day called Easter in the New Testa-
ment or in the writings of the Apostolic
Fathers, the successors of the Apostles.
As recorded in the Encyclopedia Britan-

nica, “There is no trace of the celebration
of Easter as a Christian festival in the New
Testament or in writing of the Apostolic
I"athers. The sanctity of special times and
places was an idea quite alien to the early
Christian mind.

This is not to say there is no value to
the Christian in the special remembrance
of the resurrection of Christ at this sea-
son of the year, but it is deplorable to ob-
terve it as the world, and alas, too many
“church members” think of the day in
terms of new clothes, egg rollings, and
similar things that have no relation to the
sacred implications of the day,

If on no other day of the yecar,
pastor will do well to preach a sermon on
the resurrection. It is all too much a neg-
lected theme from the average pulpit, too
many do not understand the fundamentals
and the reality of the resurrection, get
your Bible out study and you will sce there
is just as much reality in the rc.urrection
as therce is in the cross.

Why the Date Changes

It is a puzzle to some why the date chang-
¢s every year, why it is not celebrated the
same day cvery year like. the anniversary
of Christ. This is becaure it i regulated
by the Jewish calendar instead of the cal-
ender we use today. It i3 a known fact
that Jesus was resurrccted on the day after
the Jewish Sabbath tollowing the obser-
vance of the Jewish Pasvtover. The Jewish
months went by the moon, and as the moon
makes its circuit in twenty ninc and a half
days, their months alternated with twenty
nine days in one month, thirty days in the
next month, making {hree hundred and
fifty four days in an ordinary ycar. But
aa this made the year shorter than the real
year, it was the custom to add another
month every third year to up io

every

bring
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date the scason. It will be seen that when
o month was put on the end of the year
that will throw the first month of the fol-
lowing year much later than the previous
yedar. This is adjusted to our calender by
taking the first Sunday after the first full
moon that occurs after the twenty-ﬁrst of
March. As the Jewish month began with
the new moon, and the Passover was on
the fourteenth, it would be when the moon
was full, This would make the date of the
resurrection come, as stated, the first Sun-
day after that full moon.

The True Way of Observance

Devout Christians will do well to let the

fashion parade have nothing to do with
their celebration of this very sacred anni-
versary of the resurrection of our blessed
Lord and Saviour. The silliness of wear-
ing spring clothes on a cold spring morn-
ing because it is Easter is absurd, but
many people have never seemed to consider
the day called Easter from any other angle
than new hats, new clothes, egg hunts and
ete.

The new Spirit is what God is looking
at. and if a person has never received the
New Birth, it is absurd for him to observe

ihe day with outward ceremonies.

What Easter Means to Us

Elder B. F. Brown, Cassville, Mo.

Now if we be dead with Christ we believe
that we ghall also live with Him(Rom. 6:8)

It is not our intention to write a long
complicated article on Easter but a short
simple one. We will just call attention to
some of the truth concerning Easter and its
 observance just “to stir you up by putting
you in remembrance” of things we ought
always to remember that we may make our
“calling and election sure” and be ready to
rise to meet Him in the air when He calls
the saints.

The word Easter is found only once in
the Bible (Acts 12:4), and there it means
the Passover. Easter commemorates the
resurrection of Christ and reminds us that
we can be “they that are Christ’s at His
coming”(lCor.' 15:23). The Passover com-
memorates the deliverance of the Children
of Israel from Egyptian bondage. Egyp!
was Israel's grave but they were raised
from it by the power of God.

Easter and east come from the same root
word and means a ‘rizing”. East is toward
the sun rises every morning to give light
and heat to the world. Easter means that
Christians look to the risen Lord for light
and life and comfort in this life and a glor-
jous resurrected life with Him at His com-
ing.

The first Easter morn found an empty
tomh—the Lord had risen. There is com-
ing o tinal Easter time when there will be

empty tombs all over the world — all the
saints that had fallen asleep in Christ will
be risen in their glorified bodies and all
the living saints will be changed, all pre-
pared to meet the Lord in the air -how it
thrills us to think of that glorious time!

Easter means a rising or coming forth
to life, and all nature proclaims this fact.
All through the winter months trees and
plants and all vegetation was apparently
dead, but at this Easter-tide all nature is
showing signs of life and the earth will
soon be dressed in robes of green — myriads
of plants live again.

The Sadducees said, “There is no reur-
rection of the dead”. And men have said
to me, ‘“People die like hogs-when a man
dies that is the last of him, Fle is just dead
and gone forever’. It is strange, isn’t it,
that man who was created in the image of
God should have no resurrection from the
dead? Well, there is just one thing wrong
with such argument, it just isn’t so;for all
nature teaches us that we shall live again
after death. Job asked (Job 14:14), “If a
man die shall he live again?”’ Then he
said, “All the days of my appointed time
will I wait till my change come.” Death
te Job and to us who love God is only a
change — we move from the old house into
the new (Cor, 5:1).

The Rezurrection is one of the greatest

facts in history; but if we would make
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sure of the resurrection from the dead we
must “be dead with Christ” and “we (imust)
beleive that we shall also live with Him.”
If we are willing and obedient children of
God we are assured that we shall have
part in the first resurection which is unto
life; \for Jesus said unto His disciples
(John 14:19), “Because I live ye shall live
also.” Don't you think He included us too?

Some wise(?) people tell us that the
Hebrews borrowed their idea of a life after
death from the Egyptians. Wherever they
got the idea the Lord said it was so, and
we can trust Hig word always. After

Jesus said unto Martha (Johnll:), “Thy
brother shall live again”, He said also unto
her, “I am the resurection and the life:
he that Dbeleiveth in me though he were
dead, yet shall he live.” ’

Even the arrangement of our church
buildings, suggests the meaning of Kaster
We look from the nave toward the chancel
or sanctuary, the place of the altar, we
look as it were toward the east whence
for us, if we look with willing, obedient
faith in Him, “shall the Sun of righteous-
ness arize with healing in his wings”’
(Mal. 4:2). '

Proofs of the Resurrection
Rev, Winford Davis, Monett, Missouri

““....He shewed Himself alive after His
passion by many infallable proofs....”
Acts 1:3.

There are many proofs, in the realms of
both the natural and the spiritual, which
cstablish the fact of the resurrection of onr
Lord and Saviour, Space will not permlit
the consideration here of but a small port-
ion ot them.

Silence on the Part of the
Roman Government

There is such a thing as silence speaking

louder than words, Yea even in thunder

tones. Such was true as we notice the sil-
ence of the Romans after the Christ arose
from the dead. They hushed. They said
nor did no more. Ag much as to say if a
man can’t be kept down after he is killed
then why try any farther. History records

"that a Roman Centurion went to Pilates

wife, after Jesus arose from the dead, with
these words: ‘That man Jesus is alive
again in the world and neither Roman nor
Jew can stop His truth.” How true were
the words of this soldier, Rome, the world
empire of that day, sealed the sepulehre and
set a wateh; but their strong armed guards
fell as dead men at the appearance of re-
surrection power. The silence of that great-
est of all political powers from that day
untill now is an outstanding proof of the
fact that Jesus lives.

He Was Seen of Men

Jesus appeared to His disciples, showed .
them His hands and His feet, and the dis-
ciples were glad when they saw the Lord.
One of them doubted, which is a character-
istic of sv many today; but when Jesus had
him reach forth his hand and place it in the
wound of His precious side Thomas was -
made to cry out, “my Lord and my God”. -
Jno. 20:28 These men recorded their post.- *
resurrection experiances with Jesus and thoen
dared to back up their recordings with sui-
ferings even to cold martyrdom. Each one
of the twelve died a martyrs death except
John, and he suffered worse than martyrdom
at the hand of cruel persecutors then. finally
died a natural death. Tllere,is but one ex-
planation tor relentless sufferings of these
great men of faith and this explanation is
expressed clearly in Jno.20:25 in these words
“we have seen the Lord”. Oh if we but had
a greater vision of this Christ today we
would rejoice to suffer for Him where as
it is many times we find ourselves shrinking
from it. Yes, we have the testimony of men,
men of integrety, honest men, men who
attest their testimony by their labors of
love, and by their sufferings.’ Their record-
ings have stood the anvil blows of the
atheists through the centuries, and their
testimony rings clear, if not clearer, to-day
than ever before.

The Proof of Psychology

It is not at all in keeping with the laws
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of psychology for onc to abruptly change
from a state of hatred toward a person to
a state of love and devotion toward the
same person. From a psychological stand-
point one must have a period of time, and
usually a lengthy period of time, to make

such a change. The spiritual nature and
mind of man is so constructed that he
ordinarily does not make such a change

He must be per-
Qutside pressure

abruptly or immediately.
suaded and influenced.
must be brought to Dbear upon him, ete.
Yet in the case of Saul of Tarsus, who
became Paul the apostle, we have just such
an abrupt change of mind and heart from
a state of bitter hatred to that of the
wost ardent devotion and love toward the
Christ. There is but one cxplanation; the
power of the LIVING Christ, The laws of
psychology were completely outlawed by
the glorious ecstasy and power of the living
Christ. Not only was this true in the life
ef Paul; but we have scen it exemplified
in the lives of others many times even in
our day. Yes, consideration of the laws
of psychology when found confronted with
the power of the Spirit is an outstandiug
proof that Jesus LIVES.

The Most Goncrete of All Proofs—-
The Witness of the Spirit Within
Through the world’s strongest political

- power has compeled to silently acknowledge

defeat in its grappling with the God man.

Through religous bigotry on the part of the

Jews was compelled to suffer equal defeat,

Though His life is proven. as we see it

demonstrated in others as we go along.

Though the resurrection is revivified every

spring as we see the vegetables and plant

kingdom come forth from its dormant stage

to take on new life. Though even the insig-

nificant butterfly bespeaks this matchless
thruth as it comes forth from the cocoon

to wing its way in resplendenl beauty.
Though we have a million and more God
ziven facts which evidence the truth of the
resurrection, and though it is vecorded in
the very inspired Word of God, yet, the
greatest proof of them all is the fact that
He lives in your heart and mine. Nothing
in the form of writings either sacred or
secular, nor does any other evidence, build
a faith in the living Christ as does the
personal experience we have with him.

Quoting from 2nd Cor. 5, “For we know
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle
were dissolved, we have a building of God,
an house not made with hands,eternal
in the heavens.” &th verse, “He that hath
wrought us, or created us, for this sclfsame
thing (or habitation) is God, who also
hath given unto us the earnest of the spirit.”
How does the Christian know so much?

CIt s by, and because of, the spirit which
+ dwells within.
evidences do

Certainly for the Christian
not have to be sighted to.
prove to him that Jesus lives; but for the
unbelieving world they must needs be shown
They are so prone to say
incredable that God should
raise the dead. Ol, that we might know
Iim and the power of His resurrection.
Phil. 3:10. We have a striking thought on
this verse of scripture as we find it trans-
lated into the Eskimo language. Of course
translators meet up with some knotty prob-
lems as they strive to translate the scrip-
tures into the various languages. We arve
told that the Eskimo language has no
equivelant to our word power. So in trans-
Jating Phil. 3:10 they use the word dynamite
instead. Now to read it that way, “That
we may know him and the DYNAMITE of
Truly the resurrection

many things.
it is a thing

his resurrection.”

“of Jesus Christ was nothing short of a

dynamic experiance. Matthew says there
wag a great earthquake, and that the angel.
whose countenance was like lightning, came

from God out of heaven and rolled hack

PERSONAL SOUL WINNING

A guide to the most effective

methods of winning men to Christ
by William Evans

“That the individual Christian may
be prompted, encouraged, and equipped
to do this kind of Personal Soul-win-
ning work, is the purpose of this
book. The leading scripture refer-
ences have been made to stand out
distinctly from the main body of type
in order that they may be easily
located.”

192 Pages, Cloth Covers, $1.25

Order from ‘‘The Gem’’ Monett, Mo.
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the stone, and that for fear ot him the
kecpers did shake and became as dead men.
Yes, it was an invincable expression of the
dynamic power of God in the resurrection
of His Son. And so is our experience with
Him dynamic. The Christian’s experience
is real, It is a coming to life from the
dead. How marvelous that this redeemer
will condescend to come into our tabernacle
of c¢lay and live, and that He will reassure
e day by day. In tke days of the Levitical
priesthood when the high priest would go
into the holiest of holies to make atonement
for the sins of himself and for the people
the congregation would stand outside and
tremble for fear their high priest would fall
dead as he went into the very presence
of the shikinah glory. But le had littie
bells on his garments and so long as thay
could hear the ringing of the little bells
they knew their high priest was still alive.
So it is with us. Qur high pt'ie‘st has gone
into tkhe holiest of holies in the heavens
and is scated at the right hand of the

father making intercession for us, and every
time we recognize the tingling of the Holy
Spirit in. our hearts it is just another
assurance that our high priest still lives.

It is not enough to preach Jesus and him
crucified. We must preach him alive again.
Paul says, “NOW IS Christ risen from the
dead.” 1 Cor. 15:20, The principle message
in the days of the early church was that
of the resurrection., Paul 'was considered
“a setter forth of strange gods hecausc he
preached unto them Jesus and the resur-
rection.” Acts 17:18. The resurrection is
the crowning work of our great redemptive
plan. In the language of the harvester it
would be the cap sheaf. In the language
of the astronomer it would be the zenith.
In the language of the musician it would be
the fine, In the language of the child of
God it is our joy and hope and our highly
anticipated coronation experience.

Yours for the cause of a living saviour
Winford Davis

and Lord.

Personal Crucifixion and Resurrection

Rev. J. R. Davidson, Business Manager, Free Will Baptist Bible College
3609 Richland Avenue, Nashville (5), Tennessee

Galatians 2:20

As we approach Easter of 1944 with our
world so enguifed in turmoil, hatred, veu-
gence, strife, hlood-shed and battling for
existence; a {ime when every condition
seems to challenge us to a personal appli-
catipn as to what sacrificial part we should
piay in this conflict it seem to move my
mind to an application which goes beyond
production lines of the material into an
application of the greatest principles for
the greatest possible contribution one can
make in such a needy world. One may
feel sure of his qualifications for making
his contribution when he is able to join,
unreservedly, the apostle Paul in his testi-
mony rendered in Galatians 2:20, “I am
crucified with Clirist: nevertheless I live;
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and
the life which I now live in the flesh 1
live by the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me, and gave himself for me.”

In consideration of these applications may
we turn our minds to meditation on the

two most outstanding events of history,

namely; the death and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ, Not that he merely fit-
ting into the order of all men died, Dhut
in that e died that we might live, willingly
taking our sins upon Himself. He set Ilis
face stedfastly toward Jerusalem (the cross?
and unswervingly said, “No man taketh
my life from me, but I lay it down of my-
self.” This could He do because of IHis
omniscience, that is to say He could see
beyond the cross into His awaiting glory.
Hebrews 12:2, “Who for the joy that was
set before him endurcd the cros's, despising
the shame and is set down at the right
hand of the throne of God.” The cross
was thus looked upon as His transition into
His original glory through His resurrection.
Hence our personal crucifixion should be
viewed as /the bearer into eternal glory.
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Personal Crucifixion

The apostle PPaul expressed this principie
in the text. “I am crucified with Christ,”
«aid he. He expresses a voluntary offering
of himselt upon a cross of self denial aml
‘sufferings for the name of his crucified
Christ, and I would that we think just
row of our position in sharing Christ's
‘sufferings. “For unto you it is given in
the behalf of'Cln'ist, not only to believe
on him, but also suffer for his sake" (I’hil.
1:29). Reverend Robert G. Lec of Memphis,
Tennessee raises the following questions:
“Who can save a life from bhurning and
remain himself unsinged? Who can save
w life from drowning and keep his own
clothes dry? Who can do remedial work
~—Redcmptive labor-—without agony? Know
ye¢ not that redemptive labor costs exhaus-
tion? Know ye not that that poor soldier
of the cross is he who, though well uni-
‘formed, has never had his skin broken hy
“the enemy’s sword or bullet? Paul is pro-
claimed as a good soldier of Jesus Christ
in these significant words, “I am crucified
-with Christ.” Could such an acclamation
be justified by virtue of the fact that we
are good emulators of the apostle?.

Crucifixion is often the price of conse-
cration. Permil me to here quote a para-
graph from Doctor Lee’s message on “Re-
enacting  Calvary.” “Being  crudified fo
the world is not having a spasm of recti-
tude and then a long fainting spell; not
kaving a shallow stream of piety that runs
on sabbath days a fresher course; not
lurking in the tent, not getting the fighting
spirit when the battle is over. There is
no cross bearing in being a Christian of
‘ﬂle nominal sort. In sufferings everything
must be claimed for Him, everything sealei
with tkhe King's seal, every talent used for
His exclusive giory., But we cannot follow
in His steps in the fellowship of His
sufferings if we choose ease, prefer the
Dotected areas of life, seek safety far he-
yond the battle lines, consult seliishness
rather than sacrifice — forgetting that God
does not lgcok upon us, nor over us, for
man-bestowed medals, man-given degrees,
or man-signed diplomas, but for scars. e
it ours to say with Bunyan, ‘My marks
and scars I carry with me to show I fought

His battles well’ Could we truthfully make
the application to our lives by the wuse
of the words of the apostle Paul recordad
in Galatians 6:17, “For I bcar in my body
the marks of the Lord Jesus.”

Personal Resurrection

expresses lhe fact that he looks
beyond his cross of crucifixion into the
glory of the resurrection-life in the text
announced as the basis for our message.
“Nevertheless I live,” gaid he. That is to
¢ay that I can no more know the resur-
rection life without the preceeding cruci-
fixion than could my Lord and Saviour.
Fvidently it was while Paul was passing
through the most crucial experiences of
personal crucifixion that his presonal resur-
rection-life was most real to him. Ie placed
the most emphatic emphasis upon the fact
of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Said
e, “If Christ be not risen, then is our
nreaching vain, and syour faith is vain.”
Yea, and we are found false witnesses of
jod. “If Christ be not risen your faith
is vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then they
also who are fallen asleep in Christ are
perished. If in this life only we have hope
in Christ we are of all men most miserable.
BUT NOW IS CHRIST RISEN FROM THE
DEAD, AND BECOME THE FIRST-FRUITS
OF THEM THAT SLEPT.” The resurree-
tion stands alone in the history of evenis
among men, for without it the crucifixion
signiticance. The

Paul

is emptied of all its

HOW TO PREPARE SERMONS
AND GOSPEL ADDRESSES
By William Evans

A volume of practical help for
ministers and theological students,
and also Christian laymen who are
called to the blessed work of preach-
ing the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

174 Pages, Cloth, $1.25

Order from ‘‘The Gem’’ Monett, Mo.
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resurrection is something absolutely unique.
There had never been such an event before,
and there has never been such an one
since. If it did not occur we may wcll
doubt the miraculous element in the Bible,
but if it did occur all argument against
the other miracles fail. In logic there is
what is known as an afortiori (a-for-shi-
o-ri) argument, that is, arguing from the
greater to the less. An instance may be
seen in Romans §:32. “He that spared not
his own Son but delivered him up for us
all, how shall he not with him also freely
give us all things.” The less is includeil
in the greater. Just so, if the resurrection
of Christ is a veritable fact it carries proof
of all else connected with Christianity.
Chiristianity rests upon the great basic truth
of the bodily resurrection of Christ, which
if taken away leaves the whole structure
without foundation, hence its importance
can not be overemphasized. How do we
know that the Old Testament is inspired
of God? By the resurrection of Christ from
the dead. How do we know that the New
Testament is divinely inspired? By the res-
urrection of Christ from the dead. How do

we know that tha mircales in the records
accorded to Christ are true? By the res-
wrrection of Christ from the dead, How do
we know that the miracle of salvation from
«in may become effective in the heart of
1 penetant sinner? By the resurrection of
Christ from the dead. How do I know
that new life is my portion in the Lord?
By the resurrection of Christ from the dead.
How do I know that the final installment
of my salvation shall be completed, to wit
the redemption of my Dbody, at the coming
again of our Saviour? By the resurrection,
of Christ from the dead. In view of His
resurrection heyond the crucifixion Jesus
offers the .following comforting words: “I
will not leave you comfortless: I will come
to you. Yet a little while and the world
seeth me no more; but ye see me: BE-
CAUSE I LIVE, YE SHALL LIVE ALSO.
AT THAT DAY YE SHALL KNOW THAT

I AM IN THE FATHER, AND YE IN ME,
AND I IN YOU,” John 14:18.20.

the reality of our crucifixion and His yes-

Through

urrection life in us may we be revealing

mediums of His saving etficacy for others.

The Resurrection
Rev. K, V. Shutes, Cordova, Alabama

TLis is suiely the grealesi subject of
the Bible. The doctrine of God, the Holy
Spirit, Chrigt, the Church,
Regeneration ar¢ all important, but if there
be no Resurrection, all the rest of the
doctrines would be in vain. They would
all be buried in Joseph'é new tomb and
we might as well believe in Mohammed,
Confucius, Zoreaster or some of the other
founders aud leaders of religious move-
ments. This is the hinge upon which Chris-
tianity swings, Dbecause, “If Christ be not
raised, we are yet in our gins, and our
preaching is vain,” says Paul. This shows
{0 me that it is the most important subject.

Repentance,

Let us think first of the promises of
Jesus Himself of His resurrection and ours:

In John 6:20, “And this is the will of
him that sent me, that everyone which

seeth the Son and believeth on him, may
have everlasting life: and I will raise him
up at the last day.” Jesus here assures
us if we will believe on Him, He will
raise us up at the last day.

If He can perform such o Dbeautiful
picture in the Spring, would you say He
can resurrect plants, vegetables, trees, ete.
but cannot bring back your dust in that
Day?

Listen at Ilim comfort Mary and Martha,
John 11:25, “Jesus said unto her, I am
the resurrection and the life: he that be-
lieveth in me, though he were dead, yot
shall he live.” IHe was and is the only
one who could say this. You remember
He said in John 10:18, “I have power to
lay it down of myself. I have power to
take it again. This commandment have
I received of my Kather.”






