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Multitudinous are the words of prayer which will reach 
heavenward this Easter. Each of us will say a prayer 
apart-for the safety of a loved one in battle-for the 
return of a son, or brother, o: husband now in an enemy's 
prison camp-for the healing of a wounded dear one. 
Yet together, we shall say one prayer for lasting peace 
following the United Nations' complete victory. and we 
shall find our greatest faita-partictularly those of us 
whom the war has already ereft in recalling His Res­ 

urrection, for whom this day is reborn each year! 
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ij GOSPEL SERMONS «# 
A Heathen Name for a Christian Anniversary 

Rev. C. B. Dees, Monett, Mo. 

,\ 

The 9th day of April this year will be 
known as Easter Sunday, and recognized 
all over the world where there are Christ· 
iuns. 

Origin of the Name 
It is rather strange that the name "East­ 

cr' ever became attached to this Christian 
Anniversary. It is one of the things that 
has been grafted on the Christen system 
from the heathen observance of days and 
seasons. Before the Gospel was preached 
in northern Europe and the Brtish Isles 
the people inhabiting those regions wor­ 
shiped various deities. One of tl:e,w was a 
goddess hy the name of Eostre or Ostria, 
known as the goddess of light and spring. 
The idea of eating eggs, and associating 
rabbits with the day, as well as new clothes, 
b not of Christian origin, but is carried 
over from the usages connected with the 
celebration of this ancient heathen goddess. 
The name "Easter" occurs once in the Dible 
but it is an Anachronism, that· is, a thing 
re-presented as occuring out of its proper 
chronological order. In Acts 12:4 where 
it says that afte1 easter, Herod was plan· 
1ing to execute Peter whom he had in pri­ 
son at the time. When the Dible was tran­ 
lated into Eng-lish, the ce:lehration of Eas­ 
ter was an established fact, and the trans 
laters instead of translating the original 
word In the Greek of Acts, put in this 
word, evidently with the idea that it would 
be better understood than to say passover, 
which is the right rendering of the Greek 
word, and is so translated in the Revised 
(1ersion. 

Why the Occasion is Celebrated 
There is no mention of the celebratrnn 

of the day called Easter in the New Testa" 
muent or In the writings of the Apostolic 
Fathers, the successors or the Apostles. 
As recorded In the Encyclopedia Britan­ 

nica, 'There is no trace of the celebration 
of ]<;aster as a Christian festival In the New 
Testament or In writing of the Apostolic 
Fathers. 'The sanctity of special times and 
places was an idea quite alien to the early 
Christian mind. 
This is not to say there is no value to 

the Christian in the special remembrance 
of the resurrection of Christ at this sea­ 
Bon of the year, hut It Is deplorable to ob­ 
serve it as the world, and alas, too many 
'church members? think of the day in 
torms of new clothes, egg rollings, and 
similar things that have no relation to the 
sacred implications of the day, 
If on no other day of the year, every 

pastor will do well to preach a sermon on 
the resurrection. It is all too much a nog­ 
lected theme from tho average pulpit, too 
nmny do not understand the fundamentals 
and the reality of the resurrection, get 
your Bible out study and you will pee there 
is just as much reality in the re,urrection 
as there is in the cross. 

Why the Date Changes· 
It is a puzzle to some why the date chang­ 

Ps every year. why it is not celebrated the 
same day every year lile the anniversary 
of Christ. This is because it is regulated 
by the Jewish calendar instead of the cal­ 
ender we use today. It is a known fnct 
that ,Jesus was resurrected on the day after 
the Jewish Sabbath fo!lowing the obser­ 
Vance of tho .Jewish PaF"OVer. The Jewish 
months went hy the moon, and as the moon 
makes its circuit in twenty ninc and a halt 
days, their months alternated with twenty 
nine days in one month, thirty days in the 
next month, making three hundred and 
fitty four days in an ordinary year. But 
as this made the year shorter than the real 
yeur, it was the custom to add another 
month every third year to bring up to 
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date the season. It will be seen that when 
a month was put on the end of the year 
that will throw the first month of the fol­ 
lowing year much later than the previous 
year. This is adjusted to our calender by 
taking the first Sunday after tho first full 
moon that occurs after the twenty-first of 
March. As the Jewish month began with 
the new moon, and the Passover was on 
the fourteenth, it would be when the moon 
was full. This would make the date of tho 
resurrection come, as stated, the first Sun­ 
day after that full moon. 

The True Way of Observance 
Devout Christians will do well to let the 

fashion parade have nothing to do with 
their celebration of this very sacred anni­ 
versary of the resurrection of our blessed 
Lord and Saviour. The silliness of wear­ 
ing spring clothes on a cold spring morn­ 
ing because it is Easter is absurd, Iut 
many people have never seemed to consider 
the day called Easter from any other angle 
than new hats, new clothes, egg hunts and 
etc. 
Tho new Spirit is what God is looking 

at, and it' a person has never received the 
New Birth, it is absnnl for him to observe 
the day with outward ceremonies. 

What Easter Means to Us 
Elder B. F. Brown, Cassville, Mo. 

Now if we be· dead with Christ we believe 
that we shall also live with Him(Rom. 6:8) 
It Is not our intention to write a long 

complicated article on Easter but a short 
simple one. We will just call attention to 
some of the truth concerning Easter and its 
observance just to stir you up by putting 
you in remembrance" of things we ought 
always to remember that we may make onr 
"calling and election sure" and be ready to 
rise to meet Him ·in the air wl:en He calls 
the saints. 
The word Easter Is found only once in 

the Bible (Acts 12:4), and there it means 
tho Passover. Easter commemorates the 
resurrection of Christ and reminds us that 
wo can be "they that arc Christ's at His 
coming" (1Cor.' 15:23). The Passover com­ 
memorates the deliverance of the Children 
of Israel from Egyptian bondage. Egypt 
was Israel's grave but they were raised 
from It by the power of God. 
Easter and east come from the same root 

word and means a "rising". East is toward 
the sun rises every morning to give light 
and heat to the world. Easter means that 
Christians look to the risen Lord for light 
and life and comfort in this life and a glor­ 
ious resurrected life with Him at His com­ 
ing. 
The first Easter morn found an empty 

tomb-the Lord had risen. There is com­ 
ing a final Easter time when there will be 

empty tombs all over the world--all the 
saints that had fallen asleep in Christ will 
be risen in their glorified bodies and all 
the living saints will be changed, all pre­ 
pared to meet the Lord in the air- how it 
thrills us to think of that glorious time! 
Easter means a rising or coming forth 

tn ]lfe, and all nature proclaims this fact. 
Ali through the winter months trees and 
plants and all vegetation was apparently 
dead, but at this Easter -tide all nature is 
showing signs of life and the earth will 
soon be dressed in robes of green-- myriads 
of plants live again. 
The Sadduces said, "There Is no reur­ 

rection of the dead". And men have said 
to me, People die like hogs- when a man 
dies that is the last of him, he is» just dead 
and gone forever'. It is strange, isn't it, 
that man who was created in the image of 
God should have no resurrection from the 
dead? Well, there is just one thing wrong 
with such argument, it just isn't so;for all 
nature teaches us that we shall live agah 
after death. Job asked (Job 14:14), "If a 
man die shall ho live again?" Then he 
said, "All the days of my appointed time 
will I wait till my change come." Death 
to Job and to us who love God is only a 
change we move from the old house into 
the new (Cor. 5:1). 

'The Resurrection is one of the greatest 
facts in history; but if we would make 
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sure of the resurrection from the dead we Jesus said unto Martha (Johnll:). "Thy 
must "be dead with Christ" and "We' (must) 
beleive that we shall also live with Him." 
If we are willing and obedient children of 
God we are assured that we shall have 
part in the first resurection which is unto 
life; for Jesus said unto His disciples 
(John 14:19), "Because I live ye shall live 
aim." Don't you think He included us too? 

Some wise(?) people tell us that the 
Hebrews borrowed their idea of a life after 
death from the Egyptians. Wherever they 
got the idea the Lord said it was so, and 

brother shall live again", He said also unto 
her, "I am the resurection and the life: 
lw tl:at beleiveth in me though he were 
dead, yet shall he live." 
Even the arrangement of our church 

buildings, suggests the meaning of aster 
We look from tile' nave toward the chancel 
or sanctuary, the place of the altar, we 
look as it were toward the east whence 
for us, if we look with willing, obedient 
faith in Him, "shall the Sun of righteous­ 
ness arise With healing in his wings'' 

we can trust His word always. After ( Mal. 4: 2). 

Proofs of the Resurrection 
Rev. Winford Davis, Monett, Missouri 

" .... He shewed Himself alive after His 
passion by many infallable proofs .... ·• 
Acts 1:3. 

There are many proofs, In the realms of 
both the natural and the spiritual, which 
cstablish the fact of the resurrection ol' o 
Lord and Saviour. Space will not permit 
the consideration here of hut a small port­ 
ion of them. 

Silence on the Part of the 
Roman Government 

There is such a thing as silence speaking 
louder than words. Yea even in thunder 
tones. Such was true as we notice the sil­ 
ence of the Romans after the Christ arose 
from the dead. They hushed. They said 
1:or did no more. As much as to say if a 
man can't be kept down after he is killed 
then why try any farther. History records 
that a Roman Centurion went to Pilates 
wife, after Jesus arose from the dead, with 
these words: 'That man Jesus is alive 
again in the world and neither Homan nor 
Jew can stop His truth." How true were 
the words of this soldier, Rome, the world 
empire of that day, sealed the sepulchre and 
set a watch; but their strong armed guards 
fell as dead men at the appearance of re· 
surrection power. The silence of that great­ 
est of all political powers from that day 
m,till now Is an outstanding proof of the 
fact that Jesus lives. 

He Was Seen of Men 
Jesus appeared to His disciples, showed. 

them His hands and His feet, and the db· 
ciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 
One of them doubted, which is a character­ 
istic of' su many today; but when Jesus had 
him reach forth his hand and place it in the 
wound of His precious side Thomas was 
made to cry out, "my Lord and my God". 
Jno. 20:28 'These men recorded their post 
resurrection experianccs with Jesus and then 
dared to back up their recordings with su­ 
ferings even to cold martyrdom. Each one 
of the twelve died a martyrs death except 
John, and he suffered worse than martyrdom 
at the hand of cruel persecutors then finally 
died a natural death. There is but one ex­ 
planation for relentless sufferings of these 
great men of faith and this explanation is 
expressed clearly in Jo.20:25 in these words 
"we have seen the Lord". Oh if we but had 
a greater vision of this Christ today we 
would rejoice to suffer for Him where as 
it is many times we find ourselves shrinldng 
from it. Yes, we have the testimony of men, 
men of lntegrety, honest men, men who 
attest their testimony by their labors ot 
love, and by their sufferings.' Their record­ 
ings have stood the anvil blows of the 
atheists through the centuries, and their 
testimony rings clear, if not clearer, to-day 
than ever before. 

The Proof of Psychology 
It is not at all in keeping with the laws 
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of psychology for one to abruptly change 
from a state of hatred toward a person to 
a state· of love and devotion toward the 
same person. From a psychological stand­ 
point one must have a period of time, and 
usually a lengthy period of time, to make 
such a change. The spiritual nature and 
mind of man is so constructed that he 
ordinarily does not make such a change 
abruptly or immediately. He must he per­ 
suaded and influenced. Outside pressure 
must. he brought to hear upon him, etc. 
Yet in the case of Saul of Tarsus, who 
became Paul the apostle, we have just such 
an abrupt change of mind and heart from 
a state of bitter hatred to that of the 
most ardent. devotion and love- toward the 
Christ. There is but one explanation; the 
power of the LIVING Christ. The laws of 
psychology were completely outlawed by 
the glorious ecstasy and power of the living 
Christ. Not only was this true in the life 
cl' Paul; but we have seen it exemplified 
In the lives of others many times even in 
our clay. Yes, consideration of the laws 
of psychology when found confronted with 
the power of the Spirit is an out.st.andiug­ 
proof that Jesus LIVES. 

The Most uoncrcte of Al] Proofs--­ 
The Witness of the Spirit Within 
Through the world's strongest. political 

· power has compeled to silcntly acknowledg·e 
defeat in its grappling with the God man. 
Through religous bigotry on the part of the 
Jews was compelled to suffer equal defeat. 
Though His life is proven- as we see it 
demonstrated in others as we go along. 
Though the resurrection is revivified every 
spring as we see the vegetables and plant 
kingdom come forth from its dormant stage 
to take on new life. 'Though even the insig­ 
nificant butterfly bespeaks this matchless 
thruth as it comes forth from the· cocoon 
to wing its way in resplendent beauty. 
Though we have a million and more God 
given facts which evidence the truth of the 
resurrection, and though it is recorded in 
the very inspired Word of God, yet, the 
r:reatest proof of them all is the fact that 
lie lives in your heart and mine. Nothing 
i11 the form of writings either sacred or 
secular, nor does any other evidence, build 
a faith in the living Christ as docs the 
personal experience we have with him. 

Quoting from 2nd Cor. ~. "For we know 
that if om· earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a building of Goel, 
an house not made with hands,eternal 
in the heavens." 5th verse, "He that hath 
wrought us, or created us, for tMs selfsame 
thing ( or habitation) is Gori, who also 
hath given unto us the earnest of the spirit." 
How does the Christian know so much? 
It is by, and because of, the spirit which 
dwells within. Certainly for the Christian 
evidences do not have to be sighted to 
prove to him that Jesus lives; but for the 
unhelleving world they must needs be shown 
many things. They are so prone to say 
it is a thing incredable that God should 
raise the dead. Oh, that we might know 
Him and the power of His resurrection. 
Phil. 3:10. We- have a striking thought on 
this verse of scripture as we find it trans­ 
lated into the Eskimo language. Of course 
translators meet up with some· knotty prob­ 
oms as they strive to translate the scrip­ 
tures into the various languages. We ere 
told that the Eskimo language has no 
equivelant to our word power. So in trans 
lating Phil. 3:10 they use the word dynamite 
instead. Now to read it that way, "That 
we may know him and the DYNAMITE of 
his resurrection.' 'Truly the resurrection 

. of Jesus Christ was nothing short of a 
dynamic experiance. Matthew says there 
was a great earthquake, and that the angel. 
whose countenance was like lightning, came 
from God out of heaven and rolled hark 

PERSONAL SOUL WINNING 
A guide to the most effective 

methods of winning men to Christ 
by William Evans 

"That the individual Christian may 
be prompted, encouraged, and equipped 
to do this kind of Personal Soul-win­ 
ning work, is the purpose of this 
book. The leading scripture refer­ 
ences have been made to stand out 
distinctly from the main body of type 
in order that they may be easily 
located." 

192 Pages, Cloth Covers, $1.25 

Order from ''The Gem'' Monett, Mo. 
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the stone, and that for fear of him the 
kecpers did shake and became as dead men. 
Yes, it was an invincable expression of the 
dynamic power of God in the resurrection 
of His Son. And so is our experience with 
Him dynamic. The Christian's experience 
is real. It is a coming to life from the 
dead. How marvelous that this redeemur 
will condescend to come into our tabernacle 
of clay and live, and that He will reassure 
us day hy clay. In tl:e days of the Lov'ticnal 
priesthood when the high priest would go 
into the holie;;t of holies to make atonemeut 
for the sins of himself and for the people 
the congregation would stand outside and 
tremble for fear their hi!-;h priest would fall 
dead as he went into the very presence 
of the shikinah glory. Ilnt he hat! little 
bells on his garments and so long as they 
could hear the ringing of the little bells 
they new their high priest was still alive. 

I 
So it is with us. Our high priest has gone 
into' tl:e holiest of holies In the heavens 
and is seated at the right hand of the 

father making intercession for ns, and eve:y 
time we recognize tile' tingling of the Holy 
Spirit in our hearts it is just another 
assurance that our high priest still lives. 

It is not enough to preach Jesus and him 
crucified. \Ve must preach him alive again. 
Paul says, "NOW IS Christ risen from the 
dead." 1 Cor. 15:20, The principle message 
in the clays of the early church was that 
of the resunection. Paul ·was considered 
"a setter forth of strange gods hecause he 
preached unto them Jesus and the resur­ 
rection." Acts 17:18. The resurrection is 
the crowning work of our great redemptive 
plan. In the language of the harvester it 
would be the cap sheaf. In the language 
of the astronomer it would be the zenith. 
In the language of the· musician it would be 
the fine In the language of the child of 
God it is our joy and hope and our highly 
anticipated coronation experience, 

Yours tor the cause of a living saviour 
and Lord. Winford Davis 

Personal Crucifixion and Resurrection 
Rev. J. R. Davidson, Business Manager, Free Will Baptist Bible College 

3609 Richland Avenue, Nashville (5), 'Tennessee 

In consideration of these applications may 
we turn our minds to meditation on Um 

As we approach Easter of 1944 with onr two most outstanding events of history, 

Galatians 2 :20 

world so enguifed in turmoil, hatred, ven­ 
gence, strife, blood-shed and battling for 
existence; a time when every condition 
seems to challenge us to a personal appli­ 
cation as to what sacrificial part we should 
play in this conflict it seem to move my 
mind to an application which goes lJeyon,J 
production lines of the material into an 
application of the greatest principles for 

namely; the death and resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Not that he merely flt.­ 
ting into the order of all men died, Iut 
in that He died that we might live, willingly 
taking our sins upon Himself. He set Ills 
face stcdfastly toward Jerusalem ( the cross 1 
and unswervingly said, "No man taketh 
my life from me, !mt I Jay it down of my- 

the greatest possible contribution one can self." This could He do because of II:s 
make in such a needy world. One may 
feel sure of his qualifications for making 
his contribution when he is able to join. 
unreservedly, the apostle Paul in his testi 
mony rendered in Galatians 2:20, "I am 
crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and 
the life which I now live in the flesh I 
live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself for me." 

omniscience, that Is to say He could see 
beyond the cross into His awaiting glory. 
Hebrews 12: 2, "Who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, despising 
the shame and is set down at the right 
hand of the throne of Goel." Tlw cross 
was thus looked upon as His transition into 
His original glory through His resurrection. 
Hence our personal crucifixion should be 
viewed us the bearer Into eternal glory. 

I 
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Personal Crucifixion 
The apostle Paul expressed this princip;,~ 

it, the text. "I am crucified with Christ," 
aid he. He expresses a voluntary offering 
of himself upon a cross of self denial anl 
sufferings for the name of his crucifier! 
Christ. and I would that we think just 
now of our position in sharing Christ': 
sufferings. "!•'or unto you it is given in 
the behalf of Christ, not only to believe 
on him, hut also suffer for his sake" ( Phil. 
I :29). Heverend Hobert G. Lee of Memphis, 
Tennessee raises the following questions: 
'Who can save a life from burning and 
remain himself unsinged? Who can save 
a life from drowning and keep his own 
clothes dry? Who can do remedial work 
--Redemptive labor---without agony? Know 
yt• not that redemptive labor costs exhaus­ 
tion? Know ye not that that poor soldier 
of the cross is he who, though well uni­ 
'formed, has never had his skin broken hy 
"the enemy's sword or bullet? Paul is pro­ 
claimed as a good soldier of Jesus Christ 
i these significant words, "I am crucifier! 

·with Christ." Could such an acclamation 
he justified by virtue of the fact that we 
are good emulators of the apostle? . 

Crucifixion is often the pri.ce of conso­ 
cration. Permit me to here quote a para­ 
graph from Doctor Lee's message on 'Re­ 
enacting Calvary." @Being crucified 1o 
the world is not having a spasm of recti­ 
tude and then a long fainting spell; not 
J:aving· a shallow stream of piety that rnns 
on sabbath days a fresher course; nt 
lurking in the tent, not ge:tting the fightin;.:­ 
spirit when the battle is over. There is 
no cross bearing in being a Christian <Jf 
the nominal sort. In sufferings everything 
must he claimed for Him, everything sealod 
with tl:e King's seal, every talent used for 
His exclusive giory. But we cannot follow 
in His steps in the fellowship of His 
sufferings if we choose· ease, prefer the 
p1 otected areas of life, seek safety far be­ 
yond the battle lines, consult selfishness 
rather than sacrifice forgetting that God 
docs uot lcok u11011 us, nor over us, for 
man-bestowed medals, man-given degrees, 
or man-signed diplomas, but for scars. Be 
ii oun; to say with Bunyan, 'My marks 
and sears I carry with me to show I fougl:t 

His battles well.' Could we truthfully make 
the appljcation to our lives by the use 
of the words of the apostle Paul recorded 
in Galatians 6:17, "For I bear in my body 
the marks of the Lord Jesus.' " 

Personal Resurrection 
Paul expresses the fact that he looks 

beyond his cross of crucifixion into the 
glory of the resurrection-life in the text 
announced as the· basis for our messag,,. 
"Nevertheless I live," said he. That is to 
my that I can no more know the resur­ 
rection life without the preceeding cruel· 
lixion than could my Loni and Saviour. 
Evidently it was while Paul was passing 
through the most crucial experiences of 
personal crucifixion that his presonal resur­ 
rection-life was most real to him. He placed 
the most emphatic emphasis upon the favt 
of the resurrection of ,Jesus Christ. Said 
l:e, "If Christ be not risen, then is ou 
wrcaching vain, and+your faith is vain." 
Yea. and we are found false witnesses of 
Goel. "If Christ be not risen your faith 
is vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then they 
also who are fallen asleep in Christ are 
perished. It in this life only we have hope 
in Christ we are of all men most miserable. 
BUT NOW IS CHRIST RISEN FROM THE 
DEAD, AND BECOME) THE FIRST-FIRUITS 
OF THEM THAT SLEPT." 'The resurrec­ 
tion stands alone in the history of events 
among men, for without it the crucifixion 
is emptied of all its significance. The 

HOW TO PREPARE SERMONS 

AND GOSPEL ADDRESSES 

By William Evans 

A volume of practical help for 
ministers and theological students, 
and also Christian laymen who are 
called to the blessed work of preach­ 
ing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

174 Pages, Cloth, $1.2b5 

Order from "The Gem" Monett, Mo. 
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resurrection is something absolutely unique. 
There had never been such an event before, 
and there has never been such an one 
since. If it did not occur we may well 
doubt the miraculous element in the Blhk, 
hut if it die! occur all argument against 
the other miracles fail. In logic there is 
what is known as an afortiori (a-for-shi­ 
o-ri) argument, that is, arguing from the 
greater to the· less. An Instance may Ile 
seen in Romans 8:32. 'He t.hat spared not of my salvation shall he completed, to wit 
his own Son hut delivered him up for us 
all, how shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things." The less is included 
in the greater. Just so, if the resurrection 
of Christ is a veritable fact it carries proof 
of all else connected with Christianity. 
Christianity rests upon the great basic truth 
of the bodily resurrection of Christ, which 
if taken away leaves the whole structure 
without foundation, hence its importance 
can not be overemphasized. How do we 
know that the Old Testament is Inspired 
of God? By the resurrection of Christ from 
the dead. How do we know that the New 
Testament is divinely Inspired? By the res­ 
urrcction of Christ from the dead. How do 

we know that tha mircales in the records 
accorded to Christ am true? By the res­ 
urrection of Christ from the dead, How do 
we know that the miracle of salvation from 
sin may become effective in the heart of 
a penetant sinner? By the resurrection of 
Christ from the dead. How clo I know 
that new life Is my portion In the Loni? 
By the resurrection of Christ from the dead. 
How do I know that the final Installment 

the redemtion of my body, at the coming 
again of our Saviour? By the resurrection. 
of Christ from the dead. In view of His 
resurrection beyond the crucifixion Jesus 
offers the .following comforting words: "I 
will not leave you comfortless: I will come 
to you. Yet a little while ancl the world 
seeth me no more; but ye sec me: BE­ 
CAUSE I LIVE, YE SIIALL LIVE ALSO. 
AT THAT DAY YE SHALL KNOW THAT 
I AM IN TIH FATHER, AND YE IN ME, 
AND I IN YOU," John 14:18-20. Through 

tho reality of our crucifixion and His JCS· 
urrection life in us may we he revealing 
mediums of His saving efficacy for others. 

The Resurrection 
Rev. K. V. Shutes, Cordova, Alabam 

TL's is ±siely the greaesi subject of seeth the Son and believeth on him, may 
the Dible. The doctrine of Goel, the Holy have everlasting life: ancl I will raise him 

Spirit, Christ, the Church, Repentance, 
Regeneration are all important, hut if there 
he no Resurrection, all the rest of the 
doctrines would be in vain. They would 
all be buried in Joseph's new tomb and 
we might as well believe in Mohammed, 
Confucius, Zoroaster or some of the other 
founders and leaders of religious move­ 
ments. Th's is the hinge upon which Chris­ 
tianity swings, because, "If Christ be not 
raised, we are yet in our sins, and our 
preaching is vain," says Paul. This shows 
to me that it is tho most important subject. 

Let us think flrst of the promises of 
Jesus Himself of His resurrection and ours: 

up at the last day." Jesus here assures 
us if we will believe on Him, He will 
raise us up at the last clay. 
If He can perform such a beautiful 

picture in the Spring, would you say He 
can resurrect plants, vegetables, trees, etc. 
but cannot bring back your dust in that 
Day? 

ListE:n at Ilim comfort Mary and Martha. 
John 11:25, Jesus said unto her, I am 
the resurrection and the life: he that he­ 
lieveth in me, though he were dead, yot 
shall he live." Ile was ancl is the only 
one who could say this. You remember 
He said in .John 1,(): 18, "I have· power to 
lay it down of myself. I have power to 

In John G:20, "And this is the will of tako it again. This commandment have 
him that sent me, that everyone which I received of my Father." 
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2 Cor. 4:14, "Knowing that he which 

raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise us 
up also by Jesus, and shall' present us 
with you." 
But, you remember some doubted anl 

some do now. 
Luke 20:27, 'Then came- to him certain 

of the Sadducees, which deny that there 
is any resunection." This was one of the make it." 
crowds who always found fault and made This was announced by the angels. We 
excuses. They told Him here of seven 
brothers marrying the same woman; she 
died without having- borne children; they 
want to know whose she will be in the 
resurrection. In Luke 20:35, 'They neither 
marry, nor are given in marriage." Verse 
36, "Neither can they die any more, for 
they are equal unto angels; and are the 
children of Goel, being the children of the 
resurrection." 
Acts 17:18, 'Then certain philosophers 

of the Epicureans, and of the Sto!cks, en­ 
countered him (Paul). And some said, 
What will this babbler say? other some, 
He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange 
gods: because he preached unto them Jesus, 
and the resurrection." 

1 Cor. 15:12, "Now if Christ be preached 
that he rose from the dead, how say some 
among you there is no resurrection of the 
dead?" Some of the Corinthians were as 
some of our modern preachers and laymen, 
they didn't believe in the resurrection. 

2 Tim. 2:18, Philetus and Hymenaeus 
said the resurrection had past already. 

Christ told of His own resurrection. 
Matt. 16: 21, "From that time forth began 
Jesus to show unto his disciples, how that 
he must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many 
things of the Elders and Chief Priests and 
Scribes, and be killed and be raised again 
the third clay." If He had not been our 
omniscient Saviour, He would not have 
known these things. 
Matt. 26:32, 'But after I am raised again 

I will go before you into Galilee." He 
kept His word and met them tl:ern. He:·e 
is where S'mon jumped out of the boat 
and swam ashore and Jesus had breakfast 
ready. Here is where He said, "Simon 
son of Jonas, Jovest thou me more than 
those?" 

Mark 9:9. They are not to tell what 

they had seen until after the resurrection. 
John 2:19, Jesus answered and said unto 
them, destroy this temple and in three 
clays I will raise it up." Notice He said, 
"I will raise it up." If some talks with 
confidence, we call him a boast or brag. 
If he talks like doubting Thomas, we shake 
our heads and say, "Poor fellow, he won't 

remember when He was born. angels sang·. 
So now angels told of this event. Matt. 
28:6, "He is not here; for he is risen, as 
he said. Come see the place where the 
Loni Jay.'' Mark 16:6 and Luke 24:6 tell 
us of these same angels. 'This is the 
central truth of the Gospels and Acts. 
Acts 2: 23-24 "Him being delivered by the 

determinate counsel and fore knowledge of 
Goel, ye have taken, and by wicked hands 
have crucified and slain." V. 24 '·Whom 
God hath raised up, having loosed the pains 
of death: because it was not possible that 
he should be holden of it." 
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