e e
‘ Lueille Dabery 3-15
| jreenfield, Missouri
[he Free Will Baptist Gen
. ORGAN OF THE MISSOURI STATE ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS
IN CO-OPERATION WITH THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
Monett, Missouri March 1945 Volume 17 = Number 3

I HAVE CHRIST

What do you mean when you say ‘‘I have Christ?"’

I have Christ as my God for worship; Luke 24:52.
I have Him as my Lord for devotion; John 12:3.
As my Saviour for salvation; Matt. 1:21,

As my Redeemer for deliverance; Eph, 1:7.

As my Master for service; Col. 3:23,

As my Advocate for failings; I John 2:1,

As my Intercessor for weakmness; Heb, 4:1

As my Propitiation for covering; I John 4:10.
And as my Mediator for peace. I Tim. 2:5.

I have Christ as the Door for entrance; John 10:9.
As the Truth for freedom; John 8:32-36.

As the Way for following; John 14:6.

As the Foundation for building; I Cor, 3:11.

And as the Light for my walk, John 8:12,

I have Christ as my Example for life; I Peter 2:21.
As my Teacher for knowledge; Eph. 4:21.

As my Counselor for-guidance; Isa. 9:6.

And as my Elder Brother for companionship. Heb. 2:11.
I have Christ as my Shepherd for provision; Psa. 23:1.

As my Sustainer for continuance; I Peter 1:5,

As my Anchor for safety; Heb, 6:19-20,

And as my Shield for defense, Psalm 3:3,

I have Christ as my Rock for Shelter; Psa, 18:2.

As my Helper for need; Psa. 72:12. '

As my Great Physician for healing; James 5:15.

As my Comforter for sorrow; John 14:1.3.

And as my Hope for strength. Col. 1:27.

I have Christ as the Unspeakable Gift; II Cor, 9:15.
As the Tlamb of God for sacrifice; John 1:29,

And as the Bread of Life for communion. John 6:15.
I have Christ as the Judge for rewards; II Tim. 4:8.
I have Him as my Life for eternity; I John 5:12.

And as the Alpha and Omega for all things. Rev, 1:11,
And you, dear friend, may in the same way ‘have’ Him.

Will you receive Him now? R
—Selected
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HF GOSPEL SERMONS

L

The Anti-Diluvian World

Elder B. F. Brown, Cassville, Mo.

Continued from last month

In closing of our last article we offered
a brief comment on the f rst verse of the
first chapter of Genesis. In this first verse
of the Bible, we note that there was a
hegfinning; that God who is eternal was
fn the beginning; that in the beginning
God created the heaven and the earth,

Gen. 1:2- ““And the earth was without
form and void: and darkness was upon

- the face of the decp. And the Spirit of God

moved upon the face of the waters.” This
verse describes conditions on the earth at
the time God bhegan to lay the foundat'on
of the Antediluvian World. All was in
confusion and the earth was empty-- there
was not a. man nor living creature of auy
kind upon the earth. Darkness prevailed
everywhere; but the IToly Spirit was al-
ready mov'ng upon the face of the waters
to bring about order out of chaos.

The foundation of the world was laid
6,000 ycars ago; but the carth, from all
indications, is much older than 6,000
years, perhaps it is older than any of us
would guess. From the creation of the
earth to the time when 't was said-to be
“without fcrm and void” v.as, no doult,
time enough for the neologic ages and for
the formation of the metals and the min-
erals in the earth; and there must have

been animal life and plant life upon the

earth before the foundation of the world:
for the lowest or deepest strata of the
earth abound with fossils, The earth, then
must have undergone a violent physica!
changa as the result of a divine judgment
TWe'll not say any more on this point; but

read: Isa. 24:1; 45:18 and Jer. 4:23-26.
Then read Isa. 14:9-14 and Ezek. 28:12
-15.

Cen. 1:3-- “And God said, Let there be
light: and there was light.” At this time
it was qu’'te dark on the earth, because of
the fog clouds, the mist and the vapor;
but above the clouds it was light, for. the
sun was shining above the clouds. But
when God said, “Let there be light,” e
caused the clouds to scatter enough that
the light frcm the sun might filter
through, and there was light upon the
earth from then on to the fourth day, but
the scource of the I'ght (the sun) was not
seen; just as it is now when heavy clouas
hide the sun from us. Spiritually speaking
that is the state of the world today-- the
Sun is not seen, but there is light. Chrit
fs that light--He “shineth in darkness”’
and is comprehended only by faith (John
1:4, 5). As Sun of Righteousness at His
second coming Christ will dispel all dark-
ness, and all who shine as lights in the
world shall see Him, and be like Iin.
(Phil. 2:15,16; 1 John 3:2).

ten. 1:5--“And God called the light Day
and the darkness He called Night. And the
evening and the morning were the firse
day.” Come Bible students believe thal
“Day” as used in the first chapter of Ger.
was a long per'od of time, perhaps 1,000
years. But I believe it was twenty-four
heur day. “God called the light day, just
as we do; and ‘“the darkness He callet
Night”, just as we do now. But in com-
puting or measuring time, then as now,
both the darkness and the light constituta
a day, the night begins at evening and the
day begins with morning. According to
God’s plan the'(twenty-four hour) day
should Dbegin at evening and cnd at the
next evening: but men have changed it
so the day begins and ends at midnight.

‘On the second day God commanded, an:!



Page 4

Free Will Baptist Gem

March 1945

.he firmament of the heaven appeared.
‘The sky was now above the earth as it.
is today, and it was still light, though the
scource of the light was not seen; for there
were waters (clouds) above the firmament
which obscured the sun. Nothing was
created on the first day, neither was any-
thing created on the sccond day; God only
evercised His power and author:ty over
v hat He had already created.

There was no divine act of creation on
the third day: God. only commanded tha
carth “which He had created; “And the
earth brought forth grass, and the herb
yleld ng seed alter his kind, and the fruit
tree ylelding fruit, whose gsced was in it-
gelf, after his kind. (Gen. 1:12).

The 1'fe-germs of seeds of earth’s prim-
itive order would not necessarily perish
in the divine judgment which renderent
the earth “without form and void.” Whea
God restored the 1ght and warmth to ta
“dry land”, the earth would bring forrd
as stated in Gen. 1:11,12.

Neither was there a creative act on the
tourth day. The earth, sun, moon and stars
were already in place, each one function-
ing as God intended it should, and eveh
row after-6,000 ycars, they are still ful-
fill'ng their purpose. On this fourth day
removed the clouds and the sun shone
down upon the earth from a clear sky.

On the fifth day “God created great
v:hales, and every livine creature the wart-
ers brought forth abundantly, after nis
k'nd, and every winged fowl after his
¥ind: and God saw that it was good”’
(Gen. 1:21). Animal life perished in the
judgment which . overthrew the primitive
order on the earth; so God re-created all
creatures having the breath of 1'fe in them
to replenish the earth, “And God said,
Let the earth bring forth the Hving creunt-
ure after his kind, cattle, and creeping
thing, and beast of the carth after his
kind: and it was so.” (Gen. 1:24).

On the sixth day “God created man in
His own image, in the image of God creat-
cd He him: male and female created e
trem” (Gen.1:27). Man is the crowning
work of God’s creation; and man, because
he wag created in the image and liken=ss
of God, has a moral or religious nature--
he is “spirit and soul and body” (Thess.5
:23). The lowest man then ig greater than

the highest beast. Man could not reachn
th's high position byl evolution; for ne
beast has any trace of God-consciousnesgy

For six days God carried on His creativg
work, and finished it; and on the seventh
day He rested. He sanctifiecd the seventh
day, and hallowed it--it was the Lord s
Sabbath. Thus, time on the earth began
with seven days which make a week. This
first week of time is commonly callcd
«Creation Week.” It is a type or pattern
of the seven day week which God appoint-
ed for man (IExo. 20:8-10). Just as Goul
worked six days and rested on the seventh
day; so man must work six days and keep
the Sabbath day holy.

The first man and woman were innocent
and God made a covenant with them, in
which they were forbidden to eat of the
“tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”
But fatan saw to it that they did eat of
that forbidden tree. Thus sin entered ths
world and death by sin. When they had
sinned and knew good and ev!]l, then they
were naked; and they were ashamed and
afrald of God. -But God took skins of an-
imals and made them garments, so thd!
they might appear in God’s presence and
not be ashamed. But, lest they should eat
of tl}e tree of life and live forever in their
fallen state God drove Adam and Eve from
thie garden to labor for the'r living.

After the fall God made a covenant with
Adam, which conditioned the life of mon
in his fallen state. They were requlred

HOW TO PREPARE SERMONS
AND GOSPEL ADDRESSES
By William Evans -

A volume of practical help for
ministers and theological students,
and also Christian laymen who are
called to the blessed work of preach-
ing the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

174 Pages, Cloth, $1.25

——

Order from ‘‘The Gem'’' Monett, Mo,
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to chodse the good and shun the evil, an
approach God with a sacrifice. It is evi-
dent that God carcfully taught these first
members of the human' race how they
should live and worship God. Those who

believed what God said, and lived in obed-

ience to Hls word werc accounted faithful
and righteous.

God has done all that could bhe done,
that man’s every need might be fully met,
and that men should live and be righteous
i1 God’s sight and at peace with all men.
But of all the many thousands that lived
before the flood, only three are set forth
as being righteous.

Abel was declared to be righteous, be-

cause Le beliecved God and obeyed God's
(Gen. 4:4; Heb. 11:4).

“Enoch walked with God,”” and because
of his fa'th in God, he was translated,
“that he should not see death.” (Gen.5:24
Heb. 11:5),

Noah was just and perfect, and walked
with God, and by his faith he was moved
to build the “ark to the saving of .his
house” (Gen.6:9; Heb. 11:7).

The rest of the old world perished in
the Flood, becausc of sin and wickedness,
(Gen. 6:5-7), and for the same recason
tlis present evil world will perish, and
its end is not far off.

word.

Jehovah-Jesus

Rev, Delbert Hall

Sesser, IN.

Of all the men who knew Jesus inti-
mately John stands first and highest. He
misunderstood for a time. Ile failed to un-
derstand, as did the others. He did not ap-
proach the keen insight into Jesus being
and purpose that Mary of Bethany did.
But John stcod closer to Jesus than any
otkter, Jesus dréw h'm closer, which speaks
volumes for John's fineness of spirit. He
alone of the twelve did not forsake liim
in the hardest hour that Thursday night.
but “went in with Jesus.” How grateful
must Jesus have been for the presence
of [Iis sympathetic friend that black

- night.
Now what this closest friend says will

be of interest to all lovers of Jesus. But
it is of even intensive interest to note
keenly when John writes. He waits until
the end. He gets the longest range on
Jesus that his lengthening years will per-
m t. Distance is essential to perspective.
You must get far away from a big thinz
to sece it. The bigger the thing to be scen,
the forther the distance nceded for a good
view. John shows his early appreciation
of the size of Jesus by writing so long.
When all his mental faculties arc most
matured, when any heat is clearest and

keenest, when the facts through long :sift-

ing have fallen into right place and re-

lation in the whole circle of truth,s thon
the old man settles to his loving task

He had been looking long. s DLIbDLLt‘
ive has steadily lengthened with the Iook-
int years. The object has been gettlnm
bigger and bigger to his eyes. At 1ast he
fecls that he hag approximately got the
range. And with deep glow of his heart
gleam'nz up out of his eyes, he plcks up
a ficshly-sharpened quill to tell folk about
Jesus.

As he starts in he takes a fresh, long,
carnest look. And so he writes, like a por-
trait arvtist working, with his eyes ever
gazing at the vision of that glor'tied Face.
Ile scems {o say to himself, “ITow shall I
--How can I ever begin to tell them abont
im, Then with a master’s skill he sots
out to find the simplest words he can find,
put together in the s'mplest sentences he
cunl make, so simple follk cverywhere may:
rexd and et something of a glimpse of
this Jesus, whose glory is filling his eyes
and flooding his face and spill'nz out '111
uver the pares as he writes.

Ile iz secing ba_ck fo far that lietis Gei-
ting leyond human reach. So *he fastens
his line into the farthest of the far-reach
¢f human knowledze, the creation, 'and
then flings the line a bit farther back yet.
e must use a human word, if human folk
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wre to understand, So he says “heginniug,”
“In the heginning,” the beginningless be-
sinning, away back of the Genesis begin-
ning, the earl’est known to man.

Then he recalls the tremendous fact
that when, in the later beginning man
knew about, the words came into exist-
ence, it was by a word spoken, a creative,
outspoken word. The power that created
things revealed itself in a few simple
wnrds., Then ha searehea ‘nétn tha doanihs
of language for the richest word he knew
to cxpress thought of whom he is toying
to tell. The scholars seem unable to sound
the depths of the word that John in his
own language uses.

That is John’s word.. ““In the oeginning
was the word.” :

Then with a few swift touches of his
pen he says, “This was Jesus before He
tame among men, the man Jesus whom we
know.” In the earlest beginning the
whole heart and thought of God toward
man wag outspoken in a person. This per-
gon, this outspeaking God, it was He who
later became known to us as Jesus. Jesus,
away back hefore the farthest reach of our
human knowledege, was Col speaking out
of Ilis inner heart to us. This Jesus is
(iod spcak'ng out of Ilis innermost heart
to man. Did you ever long to hear God
speak? Look at Jesus. He's God’s speech.
This One was with God. He was God. it
was He who spoke things into being, that
crecative span of time. Only through Him
conld anything come ‘nto being. All life

‘as in Him, and this life was man's light.
it is IIe who came into our midst, shining
in the darkness that could ne'ther take
"im in nor hold I"im down from shining
out.

Fivery new and then as Fe writes John's
heart scems near the breaking point, and
o sob rha'es his pen a bit, as it comes
over hm all anew, and almost overcomes
him, how this wondrous Jesus, this throb-
bing heart of God, was treated. Listen:
“He came to His own and they who were
I"is  kinsfolk, and the quiver of John’s
heart seems to make the type move on the
page His own kinsfolk received h'm not
into their homes, but left Him outslde
in the cold night; but a glimpse of that
rlorious Face steadies h'm again as many
as did receive Him, whether His own kin-

folk or not, to them He gave the right to
become kinfolk of God, the oldest family
of all.” Is he a Jew?

God’s Spokesman

John has a way of reaching away back,
and then by a swift use of pen com'ng
guickly to his own time, and then he keeps
swinging back over the ground he has
been over, but each time with some added
touch, like the true artist he is.

John's statement, “the world was made
IIim " takes hack at once to the early
Genes s crapters. There the creating One.
who, by a word brings things into exist-
ence is called God. And then, that we may
icentify INim, is called by a name, Jehov-
ah. The creator is God named Jehovah.
And this Jehovah, John says, was the One
who aftervard became Man, and pitched

'k -

'Hi_s tent among men. And as one reads the

old chapters through, this is the God,.the
Jchoveh vho appears in various ways to
these (ld Testament men, one after an-
other. TTe talked and walked and worked
with Adam in completing the work of ¢re-
ation. and then broken-hearted led him
ot rf the forfeited garden.

Then to make his stancpnint unmisa’-
ably plain to every one, hefore stairtin®
in on the witness borne by the herald, h®
makes a summary. All that he has beel
saying he now sums up in theze tremend-
ous words, ““God no one ever yet has seen’
the only begotten God, ‘n the bosom of
the Fother, this One has been the spokes™
man.” In what He was, and in what ile
did as well as in what Ile said, Ife hath
been the spokesman. Here is a differenc®
riade between the Father God, whom no

“one has seen, and the only hegotten God,

who has been telling the Father out.

Mow God revealed Himself to men in
the Ol Testament times. Repeatedly in
the Old Testament it distinctly spea’s of
men seeing God in various ways and talk-
ing with Him. Adam walked with Hlfn.
and Fnoch, and Noah. Abraham had a Vis-
icn, and talked with the three men Whose
spokesman speaks as God. Isaac has. a
n'ght-vision and Jacob a dream and &
night meeting with a mysterious wrestler,
Moses spole with Him “face to face” and
“mouth to mouth,” and is said to have
secn ITis “form.” Yet after that first forty
dcys on the mount when Moses hungrily
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asks for more, He ’s told that no man

carld endure the sight of that great glbory‘

of God’s face. And he is put in to a cleft

of the rock, and Gods hand put over the
orening (in the simple language of the
rceo M) and then only the hinder part of
Gor passing is seen while the wondrous
voice speaks. Yet the impression so made
upon Noses far exceeds anything prev’ous
and completely over awes and melts him
down, The elders of Israel “was God,” yet
the most distinct impression of anything
seen, is of the beautiful pavement under

Ilis feet. Isaiah’s most defin te impression,

when the great vision came to him, was
of a train of glory, seraphim and smoke
and a volce Ezekiel has rare power. in de-
tailed deseript’on. IIe has overpowering
visiong ol the glory of Jehovah.” Yet tne
nmost definite that he can make the de-
scription is a storm gathering, a cloixd,
a fire, a centre spot of brightness, a clear-
ness as of amber, and four very unusual
living creatures.

These men “‘saw” God. He ‘“‘appeared”
to them. Evidently that means many dif-
ferent things, yet the word is always hon-
estly used. It never means as we gaze into
another man’s face. But always there is
that profound impression of having heen
in God’s own presence. They met Him,
They saw Him. They! heard His voice.

Yet John says here, “God no one ever
vet at any time has seen; the only begot-
ten God, in the bosom of the Father this
Onc¢ has been the spokesman.” Clearly
John, sweeping the whole range of past
time, means this: they saw Him whom
we call Jesus. Jesus is Jehovah, the only
begotten God. To all these men the only
hegiotten God was the spokesman of the
I"ather.

Sometimes it was a voice that came
with softness but unmistakable clearness
to the inner spirit of man, a soundless
voice. Sometimes in a ('ream, a more real-
istic vision of' the night or of the day time
again, in the form of a man, thus fore-
shadowing the future great comin<z. This
One who came to them in various ways,
this Jehovah has come to men as Jesus.
This is John’s statement. This is the set-
ting of His gospel. The setting becomes
o part of the interpretat’on of what the

gospel contains. It explains what is that

follows meant to John,
Is it surprising that John’s Gospel has

been picked upon as the crltics’ battle-
field of the New Testament? DBattle-field

-is a good word. The f're has been thiek

and fast, ncedle-guns sharp needle and
machine guns and Gattling guns. Men
have been swinging away from a man, the
Man to a book, But no critics delicately
shaded and shadowing cloud of either
dust or smoke, or both, can hide away the
Man. He's too tall and big. The simple
hearted man who will step aside from the
smoke and noisec to the shade of a quiet
tree, or the quiet of some corner, with
this marvellous bit of manuscript from
John’s pen for his keen, Spirit-cleared eye,
will be enraptured to fond a Man, the Man
the God Man,

Whom Moses Saw

What did Jesus say about Ilimsclf?.The
critics of the world, including the skepti-
cal, infidcl crities, seem to agree fully and
easily on a few things about thig Jesus
o1 whose dissection they have cxpended
o mich time and strength, They agree in
the purity of His 1'fe, the moral power of
I1is character, the wisdom of IIis teachings
the rare pose of His conduct and judgment
and the influence exerted upon men, Ile
over-tops the whole race. Surely Iis own
opinion of Himself is well worth hav.ng.
And it is easy to get, and tremendous
when gotten. It fits into John’s conception
with unlahored simplicity( and naturalness.

PERSONAL SOUL WINNING

A guide to the most effective
methods of winning men to Christ
by William Evans ]

“That the individual Christian may
be prompted, encouraged, and equipped
to do this kind of Personal Soul-win-
ning work, is the purpose of this
book. - The leading scripture refer-
ences have been made to stand out
distinctly from the main body of type
in order that they may be easily
located.”

192 Pages, Cloth Covers, $1.25

Order from ‘‘The Gem'’ Monett, Mo.
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According, tlen, to Jesus own words,

I1le had come down out of hcaven, an(‘.’

Ly and by, would go back again to where
e was before. IZe had come on an errand
for thn Father down into the world, and
when the errand was finished He would
" ‘go Lack hoe to the Father again. ITe had
seon the TFather, and He was the only one
v ho had ever scen Him. He was the Son
of God in a sense that nobody else was.
« begotten Son, and the only Son who
had Dheen bezotten. Therefore He naturally
callcd God His Father, and not oniy that,
Lut His own Father, making IHimself eo-
aual with the Father.

Th's statement it was that swung the
lerders over from silent contempt to ag-
gression in their trcatment of Him. The
Jows understood this perfectly and in-
s antly. They refused to accept it. Reckon-
ing it blasphemous, they attemptod to
stone ITim. They were partly right. If it
were not true, it . was blasphemous, and
their lcw required stoning. Yet they were
{aols in their thought, and not even keen
fools. For no blasphemous man could have
revealed the character and moral glory
that Jesus constantly revealed before your
eyes. :

‘Then follows one of John's exquisite
veports of Jesus vords in reply. In it run
side by side the cssential unity of sprit
between Father and Son, with the abzolute
life-giving or creative powcer invested in
the Son. A sweet, loving, loyal unity of
sp rit is between the two. It is live unity.
There can be none closer. In this unity
the Son has full control of life for all the
race of men, and final adjustment of the
character wrought out by ecach. At His
word all who have gone down under death
touch will come into life again, and each
Ly the character he has developed will go
by a moral gravitation to h's natural
place.

And then follows the bringing forward
of witnesses, John, the Father, the works,
the Scriptures, and the climax is reached
in the one whose name wag ever on their

lips Moses. And this ‘s the significant ref-’

erence to Moses, ‘“le wrote of me.” Sift
irto that phrase a bit. It cannot mean,
he wrote of me in the sacrifices provided
for with such minute care. For Moses
etrarly had had no such thought. It might

bc supposed to mean that unconsciously
to himself there was, in his writingg anout
the sacrifices, that which would be seen
luter to refer to Jesus in Ilis dieing. And
tirerc is the resemblance in purity is so
r.uch plain meaning ly'ng out on the face
ct the thing, this obscure meaning may
he dropped or checked in as an incidental.
There in a single allusion is Moses writ'ng
tc a prophet coming like himself.

But Moses is ever absorbed in writing
sbout a wondrous One who revealed Ilim-
sc¢lf to h'm in the burning! bush, the pillar
ot cloud and fire, the little peaked tent
otf by itself on the outskirts of the camp
and the soft distinet voice. There was the
One with whom He had twice spent forty
devs in the mount, and whose great glory
left its traces in his face. Ever Moses S
writing of this wondrous Jehovah. Jesus
cuietly says, “He wrote of Me.”

/Another time e said, “I and the Father
are one” provoking another stoning. In-
vis bly holding back their. hands Ie sald,
“The TFather is in Me, and I in the Fath.
e1,” and again they are aroused. In con-
nection with this word “Father,” it may
be noted that the Old Testament has been
called the ‘““dispensation of the Father.”
But this scems scarcely accurate. GO‘?
speaking, appearing there ‘s spoken of a8
Father very rarcly, and then chiefly in
the great promise of the future glof}" The
cemmon name for Ilim is Jehovah. Jesus
rractically gives us the name Father for
Cod. He constantly refers to God as Iis
fr ther. It was Ile who taught us to call
Cod TFather. He never speaks of Jchoval.
but of the Father. His language in this
always fits in perfectly, 'as of course it
would, with John’s standpoint, that Jesud
is the Jehovah of the Old Testament times.
A little later Jesus says, ‘“‘Moses gave you
not the manna from heaven, but my Fath-
er giveth (note the change in the time
element of the word) giveth, you the true
bread.” It is a sort of broken, readjusted
sentence, as though He has go'ng to fay
who it was that give the manna, and then
changes to speaking of the Father and the
present. He does not say who it was that
Aid give that manna. It is plain enough
from John's standpoint what he under-
stands Jesus.to mean as he puts the inci-
dent into his story.
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Duwiing the autumn before LIV deatiy,
while in attendance on one of the Jerusa-
lem feasts, the leaders are boasting of
their direct descent from Abraham, and
Jesus. On their part the quarrel of words
gets very bitter. They ask sharply, “Who
do you pretend to be? Nobody can be as
great as Abraham; yét your words suggest
that you think you are.” Then came from
Jesus lips these words, spoken in all prob-
ability very quietly, “Your father Abra-
ham exalted that he might see my day;
and lhe saw it, and was glad.” It is a tre-
mendous statement, staggering to one who
has not yet grasped it.

In attempting to find its meaning, some
of our writing friends have supposed it
means that, after Abraham’s death, when
he wag in the other world, at the time of

Jesus being on the earth, he was conscious .

of Jesuss having come and was glad. But
this hardly seems likely, else it would
read, “He sees, and is glad.” The seeing
and gladness were both in a day gone by.
Others have supposed that it.refers to the
gcene on Moriah'’s top, when the ram used
as a sacrifice instead of Issac enabled ADb-
raham to see ahead by faith, not actually,
the coming One. But th's, too, seems a
bit far-fetched, because Abraham was sur-
prised by the occurrences of that day. He
fully expected to sacrifice his son, so there
could be no exultant looking forward to
tkhat day for him.

And deeper yet, the coming One was
not expected to be a sacrifice, but a king.

The natural meaning seems to lie back
fn Abraham’s own life. Abraham was Is-
rael’s link with the idolatrous heathen, as
well as the beginning of the new life a-
way from idolatry. He grew up among an
idolatrous pcople, yet in his heart there
was a yearn'ng for the true God. Back in
his old home there came to him one day
the definite inner voice to cut loose from
these people, his own dear kinfolk, and go
out to a strange unknown land, with what
seemed an indefinite goal, and there would
come to him a vision of the true God.

1t was a radical step for a man of seven-
ty-five years to take. He was living among
his own kinfolk. IIis nest was feathered.
It meant leaving a certainty. It meant
breaking his habit of tife, a very hard
thing to do, and starting out on a wand-

ering roaming life. Not unlikely his neigh-
bors thought it a queer thing, a wild goose
chase, this going off to a strange land in
response to a call of God that he m'ght
see a vision of the true God. Decidedly
visionary. But the old man was clear a-
bout the voice. The fire burned “within
to know God, the real true God. All else
counted as nothing against that., He would
see God. And a warming glow filled his
heart and shonc in his cyes and kept him
steady during the breax, tne good-byes,
the start zLWay, the journeying among
strangers. Into the strange land le

- came, and pitched his-tent. Ana one night

in his tent among these strange Canaanites
tliere came the pl'omised vision. ‘“Jehovah
appeared unto Abraham,” ana tied up
there anew with him tnhe promise made
back in hig nat've land. This scems to be
the simple explanation of these words a-
bout Abraham, “He exulted that he might
sce my day. He saw and was glad.”

With a contemptuous curl of the lip in-
stantly they came back with: “Thou art
not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen
Abraham? More quietly than ever, with
the calmness of conscious truth,ll came
those tremendous words, emphasized with
the strongest phrase Ile ever used, “Ver-
ily, verily, I say unto you, before Abraham
was born, I am.” The common version o-
mits “born’ and so the sharp contrast is
not made clear. Abraham was born. Ile
came into existence. Jesus says, “I am.”
That “I am” is meant to mean absolute
existence. An eternal now without beginn-
ing or ending. Their Jewish cars are in-
stantly caught by that short sentence.
Jesus was identifying Himself with the
One who uttered that sentence out of the
burning bush. Again stones for speech
gain the invisable power holds their fever-
ish impotent hands. That second “I am'
explains the meaning of the expression
“my day.” It stretches it out backward
beyond Abraham’s day. It lengthens it
infinitely at both ends.

This is Jesus point of view, this mar-
vellous Jesus: He is the Jehovah is Gene-
sis first' chapters. It is with IHim that Ad-
am broke tryst that day, and with Him
that Enoch renewed the tryst after such
a long wait, and took those long walks.
It is IHis voice and presence in the black
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topped, flaming mount that awes the, Is-

.rael crowd so. His voice it v.as that won

and impressed so winsomely the man walt-
ing in the hand-covered clet of the rock
that early morning, and long after, that
other rugged, footsore man, standing with
faca covered in the mouth of a cave. Isaiah
saw His glory that memorable day in the
temple. 3t was lie who rode upon the storm
Lafore Iizekiel’s wondering eyes, and who

vallzs with His faithful ones on the ccr/en
t mes heated corls, and reveals to Daniel’s
orened ca's the vizion of his people’'s fu-
ture. Jehovah 1le cories as Jesus. Jesus
1"e is Jehovah. No sending of messengers
for this great » ork cf winning 1lis darling
back to the original image and mastery
and dominion will do for our God. He
comes Himself, Jesus is God ecoming down
10 v, 00 man up to Iimself again.

-~ He Was

Tev., VWm. DRuster Pastor of Free Will

A Leper

Baptist Church at Mine La Motte, IMo.

The words of this text are found in the
last clause of 2 Kings 5:1

Leperousy was the most terrible disease
of the east. It typifies sin in at least the
following ways, it was fiithy, it was in-
curable, it grew, caused seperation, was
contagious and caused death, so does sin
do all these things.

The leper became covered w th loath-
sume runncag sores. _t is probably what
Isaiall refered to when he said Isipel was
covered with petriling sores from the
scle of the foot to the head, a very sinful
pecple. Leperousy is filthy, so is sin! Can
you imagine a more filthy s ght than a

man staggering down the street under the’

influence of liquor or uttering profanity
Ly the mouthful, unless it is & woman do-
imz these things. ’

It was ncurable. The power of Cod was
the only hope Naaman had., It's still the
cnly hope for the sinner,

It grov s, Naaman gradually got worse.
Ile may not have realized that the little
spot ¢n his hand was lepcrousy for some-
time. It is the fame with sin, One does not
heeome a- confirmed drunkard in a night.
The ecard s avk may have started w th a
p:nny on the corner, the thief with apnles
or vatermelons or a tasty hit “snitcheld”
from a counter. The social drinker of to-
day is tomorrows drunkard. The proud
young man or woman who thinks it no
ha'm to take one drink may ten years
frorr now beg for dimes to buy booze; or
be a by produet of the liquor traffie, a

shipwrecked {allen woman.

Leperousy separtes, so does sin! In
Naaman’s case it seems that he was allow-
ed to come and go as he pleased.

The Jews, however, segregated lepers!
Why! because they were dangerous to the
welfare of society. Untold numbers of men
and women fill our prisons today, shut
off from communion with loved ones, with-
cut a ray of hope, facing a never ending
cternity, miserable. tragic testamonles to
the erim fact. Sin Separtes!

Leperousy was coentogious, People who
vere exposed to it, continually, caught it!
IU’s trag'eally truc of sin. It does matter
what kind of crovd you run \ ith “Birds
of a feather flock together” is not Bible
but true. Ifow many baclsiide™s have 1
herad say, “I got w th the wronz gansg.'
There’s better places for a Christian to
stand than to pork themselves ‘n front
of a saloon.

Leperovsy caused death, horrible, pit-
iful death. So does sin. “The soul that sin-
neth, it shall die. (Crekiel 18:26) “The
vories o sin is death.,” (Nomans 6:23).7
Leperousy could cause only the death of
the body and w'thout doubt there are
great numbers of people in ITeaven who
rdied of leperousy. The man who dies in
s'm will ha forever separated from loved
ones and from God. Sin is worss than lep-
cousy hecause sin is not a d'terse but re-
bellion” against God,

Naaman was a great soldier and honor-
able (rich), a man of valor. He was prob-
abhly next to the king in power. He was
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honored, respected, and stood in high
society. There was just one little thing
wrong with Naaman, “But he was a lep-
er.” They stood out as'being among the
most tragic words in-the B.ble.

It is like talking of some good clean,
moral, honest neighbor: or a beautiful
talented yourng lady, or a fine intelligent
young man in your community: and after
stressing their virtues close by saying
“‘all he or she needs is salvation.” It's
true, but you could say, just as truthfuliy
the same thing about the biggest, blackest,
liar or *“booze drinker” in town! They
may possess many virtues, but they have
lived a life of rebellion against God, re-
jected His Son and turned a deaf ear to
:he Holy Epirit. When he is gone to face
the wrath of a sin aveng ng God his neigh-
bors can say he was a good man, he just
vasa’t a christian. He was a leper! There's
not a more damning clause in the English
language!

In Naaman’s household there was a
little Hebrew maid. She was not an im-
portant person in that home. She was a
slave. fhe waited on Naaman’s wife, but
she was not a leper. She had faith! She
knew how to testify even when she stood
surrounded by heathenism. She said,“If
my Lord were with the prophet that is in
Samaria, he would recover him of his
leperousy.” There was not a word of doubt
Le would. How we need people today who
can stand in the face of atheism, skep-
tism and a doubting worldly church and
with a conviction born of God say “He
Would.”

The K'ng of Syria thought the king of
Is;ael would be the most powerful person
in Israel so he sent Naaman with a letter
of introduction and a fortune to buy heal-
ing from the king. The king was powerless
to grant the request and thoughts that Sy-
ria was merely framing an excuse to grab
another plece of Israel, “Am I God, to kill
and to make alive, that this man doth
send unto me to recover a man of his lep-
erousy?”’

“And it was so, when Ellsha the man
of God had heard that the King of Israel
had rent his clothes, that he sent to the
king, saying, let him come now to me, and
he shall know that there is a prophet in

Israel.”

I can see Naaman in my imagination
#s he goes to the housc of Il sha, with
all the pomp and pride of the wealthy
Oriental. He probably thought FElisha
would come hurrying out and bow before
such a great man as himself and put his
hand upon the afficters hand and pray or
use some Oriental ceremony. El'sha never
even came to the door, and to make the
situation worse, he sent a servant out to
tell him to ““Go dip in Jordon seven times ™

Naaman was angered by this affront to
Lis pride. The plan scemed too simple.
He would have been glad to have given
Flisha his fortune or would have conquer-
¢d a territory to please him; but “Go dip
fr. Jordon----" was too simple. If people
could huy salvation for .two thousand
dollars, they'd save, do without even life's
necessities, i{f necessary ,to obtain it. To
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ” is too
simple,

A well known preacher is said to have
gone down into the noal mines to preach
to the men. As the foreman conducted him
cut he said, “I don’t believe what you said
about how one becomes a christian,” “Why
not?” asked the preacher. “It’s too cheap,
doesn’t cost enough.” When they got on
the cage the minister offered to pay for
his ride. The foreman informed him that
it didn't cost anythineg, just get on and
signal the engineer. “That ‘s too cheap,”
the minister complained. “Oh, but it cost
the company a great deal to put in this
machinery,” replied the foreman. So it is
with Salvation, It cost the Father H's only
80n to purchase Salvation but you can have
it free just by believing.

I remember the night I was converted.
It was during the worst of the depression.-
I was clad in a pair of overalls, a blanket
lined jumper, a heavy pa'r o° shoes and
a load of conviction, twenty cents in mon-
ey, no work and & baby boy depending on
me for support. I was despondent, ¢ broke”
and knew I was a hell bound sinner, I
still had the same twentyi cents, still wore
the overalls when I came home that night
but I had “swapped” the conviction for
Falvation! praise the Lord I wonld not
huve exchanged places with an unsaved
millionaire, I still wouldn't!

Naaman wouldr’t have tr'ed it at all
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had it not been for the intercession of a
servant. Most sinners are won to God in
the same manner— some Servant speaks
to them.

"I see Naaman as he finally consents to
try the plan. The mud oozes up between
his toes. The seaweed hinder his steps. The
water is muddy. He would have preferred
Abana or Pharpar but Elisha had said
Jordon. Some folks would like to get in
by sign'ng a card or shaking hands with
the preacher but God said, ‘“Repent, be-
Heve,” ’

Then went he down and dipped himsgelf
seven times in Jordon, according to the
saying of the man of God: and his flesh
cieme aga'n like unto the flesh of a little
child, and he was clean. (V:14).

IHe was cleansed, not because he dipped <*°

in. Jordon, but because Elisha’s affront
tv his pride and Jordon’s mud and his
Jreat desire for cleansing had changed
him from a haughty sold'er to an humble
sceker after the grace of God. He came
tu God’s terms!

Design For Living

Katherine Woodson, Student Free Will Baptist Bible College, Nashville, Tenn.

* Qur Professor laughed triumphantly, as
frowns covered. our 1aces. tTe counted off
pages greedily as we gioaned, ‘‘Sleep over
it,” he would say; “if you can’t solve it,

slecp over it again and again, tear it a-

part, don’t say can’t, sleep over it I say.”
Then he would laugh expectantly, as if en-
joying our pain. On the morning his greet-
voodson, tell me
what you don’'t know.” Afterward he
perched h'mself on the desk, honestly
chuckling gleefully, with a note in his
voice that no one cxcept Kosser could pro-
duce. :

Even though I liked my high school
work, I failed to see how the long hours
spent on distressing Math problems would
be benefic'al in my lifework. But, you see,
I didn’t have a lifework planned, not even
a vision of one.

The Professor commented, ‘“Math will
be profitable in any phase of life—the
business world, the Army, clerking, or

_téeach'ng. Then came the laugh as he said

in an unbearable manner, “Sure, Woodson,
you can even use it in buying groceries
when you are married.”

Perhaps the majority of the class had
planned a career. Yes, they had, as we
luter discovered. The boys took .up engi-
neering, electricity, a uniform, or perhaps
entered college; while the girls became
teachers, housewives, or entered business
offices.

I did at times entertain the idea of a
nurse’s career, bus'ness career, orf the like;
but these were indeed light ambitions.
No, I did not, doubt but that I might make
use of the Math; Dbut the thought of a
cureel” mentioned so specifically and ur-
aently by the Professor, his desire for us .
to grasp that wh'ch was for us in high
school, his driving commands that kept
us lingeving over one problem for an entire
week, his will that we should prepare our-.
selves for a successful career left no im-.'
pression ol what work I might actually
undertake. o

Always present within me, since a child-
had been a desire to possess something

I did not have. Never for a moment. was =

it a desire for material things, but for
something absent within- the soul. The
lectures which the ins'stent professor gave
pointing so definitely to a career, led me
to ask, myself innumerable fimes; <“Of
v. hat purpouse is a career—one’s life work-
il there is no real purpose for living, no
end for which to strive?” Secretly within
me there seemead to he no design for living, -
rno purposeful desire within my heart.
Perhaps the presence of a Christian
mother in the home created this know-
ledge. Her gathering of us children at
night and reading the Bible brought the
convicting, distressing knowledge that a
very vital part of life was absent in mine,
I didn’t know that it was so.in everyone
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like me, my classmates as well; seemingly,
I was the only one seeking a permanent
and lasting design fer living.

Several nights of my childhood were
spent slcepless, as I entertained pilctures
of a dark world when time would end.
In so young a heart there was great fear
of the uncertainty of life, for man’s wel-
fare when the Almighty chose to bLring
time and life to an end.

The continued teachings of a Christian
mother told me of Jesus, but even then
I failed to understand that he possessed
thie power to fill the vacancy in my heart.

An incident occured in my early teen
age which remains clear in my memory.
As 1 sat alone on our front porch, there
came to my ears the sound of' sacred musie.
A rev.val meeting was in session across
the street. Questions echoed through my
nind, ‘“Why do they sing those sonzgs?
Vhy do they assemble there?” Of couxse;
I had been taught to attend church, hut
this was the question., Presently, with-
cut further meditation, I arose, climbed
the stairs, and slipped into bed. 'There
in a childlike manner T told the Lord I
wanted to become a Christian. T drifted
«ff to sleep with such thoughis on my
licart, but ignorant of how to accept thai
wvhich was for me. The incident, remain-
ing with me, served to increase the desire
fer .that unknown experience, that which
would assure me of a career, like other
young people.

Soon I began to consider visiting more
distant parts of the world. So dist'nctly
do I recall standing motionless in our
front door, dust cloth in my hand, peeping
from behind the curtain over the horizon.
Before my m'nd’s eye loomed the city—-
gireets on which I had never trod, people
I had never met. I announced very defi-
ritely to myself, “I shall go over that hor-
iron to see if perhaps I cannot find some-
thing—something to answer the disquiect-
e question marks that were written in
the recesses of my doubting soul.

That I did shortly, leaving the Professor
ariving serious thoughts into other heads,
()Lhm ‘hearts.

Yes, I thouqht I would fmd contentment
in the great city. Littl¢ ean one imagine,
alas, how mightily’ was I convicted with
a, longing for peace within, when I first

glimpsed the teeming multitudes of hu-
man:ty, traveling the same road of life as
myself. Were they all as I, secking, or had
they a purpose for living? I, like the aver-
age youngster, had never drcamed there
were S0 many people on the face of the
earth. In my hours at night, when timo
ceased to be, as it so often did, then what
would become of these millions? Ilow .
fruitless would be the'r.cendless milling
about in’the streets all day.

Within a few short weeks, the acquaint-
ance of a Christian friend led me to the
house of God. Here I heard once more a.
way of Life as I had so often heard before.
I was truly bowed down with Godly sor-
row which leads one to repentance. On the
next occasion I was only too cager to make
my way to the place of worship. I purposed
within my heart, before cntering, - to. ac-
cept. Christ as my personal Savior. ‘

The messenger read, “‘Believe on the
Lord with all thy heart and thou shalt
be saved.” That I did, wh'ch resulted ‘in
the experience that changed my life.. - -

There, heside my hed that night, Hea-
ven's windows were seemingly opened unto
e, “Blessed are they which do'hunfd‘cf‘
and thirst after l'ighteousness,' for they
shall be filled.” Truly I was filled. -I had
gained a purpose and a deep desire for
lif2. T saw clearlyt my design for living—
Jesus Christ the Lord. Oh, how beautifui
was the experience to me that hour. 'You
see, I had looked beyond horizons;:looked
for and yearned for “the peace that 1)11!:8—
cth all understanding.” " b

I thanked the Master that He ullO\ved
my childhood to be.one of (hscontent one
of continued searching fov a péace. Pcr—
haps, otherwise. I would have m:no"cd
it Math the Professor sy dealt usi'I might
have settled with. a career, and: without
Christ. T learned early in 1fe: how - fine
it was to have a career, . butlhowxniuc_h'
niore wonderful to have Jesus, and thon
a career. Ca e i

How_ marvelous is the light. withinx my
soul. The vision of millions 1ket.me;iis
mine. I can see the loving Master’s ,; {oat-
steps treading in and out among; them,,
seeking whosoever will. IJow tleely,.,wll-l;‘
I show them the more evcellent way. My
purpose is Gods purposc. The great op-
portunity of Christian education is now
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hefore me. As the Lord guides me, I am
ta king advantage of it. How rich is the
wisdom of God, His ways past finding out.

Surely) He will show me His good and
perfect will for my life, the path He would
have me follow.

The National Association ”

Enterprise Department

Rev. Robert B. Crawford, Tzecutive Secrc‘aary National Association
3609 Richland Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee

This' report covers activities from July
1, through December 31, 1944. I have at-
tended twenty-eight local and state asso-
ciations, including Sunday School Convent-
ions, auxiliary mectings, Free Will Baptist
l.eague Rallys, for promotional purposes.
I have conducted one Christian Worker’s
Institute, made seventeen one-night revi-
val visits, held six revivals, have seen
seventy six souls saved or reclaimed, more
than sixty taking church membership. Have
done extensive correspondence, Offerings
I have received on the field for all depart-
ments of the work amount to $1,032.76.

wemember I am not a collecting, but a
‘promoting agent. I have attended organ-
izational meetings, after speaking hundreds
of dollars were taken to be sent through
local and state channels, Organization has
been improved upon. The spirit of giv-
'ing has gloriously grown. I have helped

. organize one state association., Have plan-
n'ed_.six Christian Worker’s Institutes, oth-
er institutes are in the process of com-
pletion as to time and place in different
states.,

'"'The total amounts collected by the Nat-
fonal Board treasurers are as follows:

I". W. B. Bible College ........ $10,909.58
For‘bign Missions .............. %,753.45
Home Missions .................... 307.05
Superannuation .................. 502,12
Unified Program ............... 3,350.79
National Aux., Convention ...... 1,782.57

Note: Sorry for the late semi-annual re-
port. I was waiting for the Home Mission
Report.

Subscribe to *‘The Gem'’
$1.60 per Year

"of Free Will Baptist Bible College.

BIBLE CONFERENCE

Free Will Baptist Bible College
Nashville, Tenn., April 10-15, 1945

By Rev. L. R. EFnnis, Acting President

Ministers and Christian workers will
find an abundance of instruction, inspir-
ation and delightful fellowship in the Bible
Conference that will be held in the Free
Will Baptist College, April 10 to 15, 1945.

The Conference will feature Rev. R. B.
Spencer, Editor of the Free Will Baptist
of Ayden, North Carolina; Rev. J. L.
‘Welch, pastor of Cofer's Chapel Free Will
Baptist Church, Nashville, Tenn.; Rev. L.
C. Johnson, pastor of East Tupelo Free
Will Baptist Chureh of Tupelo, Miss.; and
Rev. Jesse Parrotte Barrow, of the faculty .
Mrs.
Elizabeth Sawyer, of the college faculty
will be in charge of all special music and
Miss Lillie Herring will act as hostess to
all conference guests. A group of the col-
lege students will be featured in a mission-
ary drama titled “We Hold the Light.”
wrtten by Miss Laura Belle Barnard. This
drama is based upon the customs and life
of the people of India and is expected to
be one of the high-lights of the Bible Con-
ference.

The speakers of the Bible Conference
will deal with some of the most vital sub-
jects that concern evangelical Christian
groups of our time. “The Minister, His
Life and Mission,” “The Inter-relationship
of Free Will Baptist Organizefions and
‘Work,” “Free Will Baptists in a Post-war
World,” “Fellowship in Christ the DBelov-
ed” these will constitute the great themes
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chosen by the speakers for the Conference.

Those who plan to attend the Bible Con-
ference should apply for rescivations at
once. We have a limited amount of room-
ing acconnn«:ﬂﬁtions which we offer to
women who may desire lodging in tae col-
lege building. The rates for those who
room in the college building and receive
their meals in the college dining hall will
be $2 a day. Those who room outside the
Coilege may obtain meals in the Coitege
far. $1.50 a day.‘ Ministers who attend
the Conference with or without their wives
will be -provided reoms in the city at u
nominal rate. '

“"Due to acute housing problems, which’

we must combat in teking care of our
guests at tlle Bible Conference,. we:urge
those who cxpect the College :to arrange
for their entertainment tp wrake this' fact
known by corrsspondence not later than
April b5, L
The progra-q of the DIBible Confm;énce
will open with an hour of prayer from
eight to nine o’clock the morning of Ai)ril
10. Those who expect to attend this . gra-
clous spiritnal feast should reach Nash-
ville not later than the evening of _-\in‘il
9. Let us urge you as Free Will Baptists.
please be prompt. Plan to be present f{rom
the first to the final hours of.the evenr.

REPORT OF FREE WILL BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE,

- Rev. J. R. Davidson, Business Manager, Free Will Baytist Bible Colleg

3609 Richland Avenue, Nashville (5), Tennessee oo

We regret to be a bit late with this report. Howével', we are delighted with iho
nature of it. It is generally expected that December and January will Le lean inonéﬂs

for any cause which depends upon the devotion of its supporters for maintenance.

1

However, these two months have proven to be rich ones so far as income to the cbl-

lege is concerned. During the month of December I sent out letters to one hundred in-
dividuals, and a communication to several quarterly meetings which proved to be
very fruitful. In fact, approximately one thousand dollars came in as a result of
these efforts. It seems that more of our people are coming to know of the splendid
work being done through our educational institution and are putting their stamp of
approval upon it by falling in line with their material support. In a few of the
states conneccted with the national work the support has waned to some degree, ap-
parently Dbecause of plans which call for a change in methods of support. The de-
ficiencies, however, !mvc been made up by enlargement of our circle of staunch friends
to the institution. Representative brethren in these states- seem to feel certain . that
thein support will soon be back te normal with considerable increase. May the Lord
bless every scriptural plan being used. We are not so much concerned about methods
just so they are in the will of the Lord and capable of maximum results among our
peaple. '

The following is the-financial statement for January, 1945:

RECEIPTS
Source Endowment Gift Total
Alabama $13.00 ' $13.00
Georgia 31.00 42.82 73.82
Illinois 23.50 5.00 28,560
Kansas ' 1.00 1.00
{entucky 12.50 12.50
Michigan’ . 400 4.00
Mississippi ' 500 5.00.
Missouri 19.50 59,22 78.72

North Carolina ’ 113.50 153.50 267.00
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Ohio "30.00 ' . 30.00
Oklahoma ' 37.00 10.00 47.00
South Carolina ) 2.50 - 125.00 127.50
Tennessee 64.50 480.00 544.50
Texas 33.50 73.75 107.25
Virginia 16.00 - . 16.00
West Virginia - 43.80 © 43.80
Unificd Program by F. S. Vanhoose 754.50
- Station Wagon Fund 10.00
Toreizn Mission Board for Miss Barnard 58.26
Reccived from Students 393.03
Miscellaneous Income 21.05
Tctals . ! $406.59 $993.09 $2638.42
DISBURSEMENTS |
TOOM  REME ovrrerreeees e eeeaennnns @t ie e e, $25.00
Grocery and Kitchen supplies ........ N FS P Ceeeeaaes 317.63
Heat, lights, water, ele. ... . .vtiei ittt ittt iiiirasnrtnsenonsaasnsnnns . 149.31
TeleplloNe . .ouiiiiniintivrrersrreresnenanrnieansianes e eeae et 25.76
School Supplies ....vivriiirriereroersosaares e eereeeraeaes e 19.65
AravVCelIE EXDEINSES ittt iie et tevnetnesesoseeasrosesosoeenrossaseasossanenns 19.25
Maintenance ........... e e et ettt et taaraes 154.75
Eo Y £o Y P 975.02
Labor ............... e ettt e e e e 22.12
110003 1< 8.35
WHtHIOIAING TaX ot vttittne et s tnetee st et eneesneroessonocerarsannssnenasnns 161.43
Miscellaneous expenses .............c... e et e ... 3508
Total .............. i ettt ety eseees e $1913.35

In case there is some question in some of your minds as to the amount which you
fcel should come in your endowment column, I should like to explain the fact is
the ‘checks heretofore reported in the monthly report which were dated for the first
of the month have been placed in the secretary’s record for the month of Fehruary
instcad of January as has been the rule in the past. This is done to avoid compli-
cations in records. Hence, we suggest that you be patient and look for the figures to
come in February’s report. This applies in particular to the states of Mississippi and
Michigan,

Last month we were able to report an interesting item relative to a grocery shower
siven by Head’s Church of Cedar Hill, Tennessee. This month we wish to call attent-
fon to a similar action by the Bethlehem Church of Ashland City. This shower is
valued at $31.60, which includes a quilt. A very beautiful picture of Christ was given
&3 a Christmas gift by the East Nashville Church, and valued at $17.00, Too, Rev.
John M. Rich, one of the students, made a gift of ten gallons of Florida syrup valued
al $25.00. So we observe the fact that had it not been for withholding the checks
which went to the bank the first of the month for February's report, and to add the
materials donated in these showers, the income for January approximates $3,000.00.
% foel that these figures are just cause for true thanksgiving unto God on the part of

“all of our people for His smile of approval upon this enterprise. We invite your con-

tinued prayers and support in every way.

We further feel that you would be interested to know that we now hold an option
i‘on an additional piece of property which we expect the Board of Trustees to approve
and complete the negotiations for the deal to acquire on the twenty-first day o? this
:month. Today we purchased one hundred upholstered opera seats to equip the asem-
bly room in the property which ‘we are expecting to acquire. These are in splendid
condition in every way and were originally bought for twelve dollars each. However.
we were able to purchase‘ them at the interesting price of five dollars each. | We wish
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further to express our thanks to our wise God for His direction in every step of the
way as relates to our College program,

I wish to attach a list of names of those who responded to the Christmas letter
sent out and the amounts which they donated:

Mr. and Mrs. D. E, Bain, Illinois ......... e N [P $20.00
Rev. Charles R. Porter, IIHNOIS .....cooiiirieererneinsrcrsrreinonsvenssesssesss 10,00
Rev., B. A, Grant, TeXAS .....c.veiirienerrersssnesscnsossssrnssens Ceeneaa ... 10,00
Mrs. Charles Moehlman, TeXas ...ccvucuienvnenens P s 1 11
Miss Marvis N. Anderson, TeXas .......ecvvvevrnes eereaeens e e 5.00
Mr. and Mrs. B. I, Payne, Texas ..... e eeesetr e eesenees P 50.00
R. L. Davidson, TeXas ............ P e seees e e teraear et aeaes P . 15.00
John Moody, TexXas ........... Ciressaenans Ceberteee et e eeeeiren e 25.00
Mrs. Jessie Orr, Michigan ..... e ebeeae et N 10.00
Lem Crow, Tennessee ........... et e renas e ea e et enarhes 10.00
C. M. Crow, Tennessee (EXpansion Program) .......c.eveeneeiaeicsenncaoas 150.00
Cumberland Association by FEast Nashville Church, Tenn. .......... RPN 30.00
J. B. Reding, Tennessee ............ P it eee et ceressees. 100,00
E. D. Parker, Tennessee ................. R et " 25.00
Rev. J. C. Griffen, North Carolina .............. e Cheeieaeeas .. 10,00
Rev. R. C. Kennedy, North Carolina .......... [ trrererrceesaness 250,00
C. G. Little, North Carolina ..........c.0oveuvvrn.n. e eir e veeea. 25,00
W. S. (Billy) Brown, North Carolina ........ N 10.00
B. J. Kilgore, Virginla ........c.uuruuineiinenin.. e e 25.00
H. N. Baxter, Georgia ....... e e e e e a e a e e e eerenaenan 10.00
Mrs. R. R. Purcell, Georgia .............. e e eaaeeas eesenian ceee. 10,00
Migs Annie C. Zorne, Georgia ...................... e, N 10.00
Rev. A. J. Lambert, Alabama ........,........ e TSN 25.00
Rev. Chester O'Donnell for First District Quartexly Meeting, L. A, Ala. ...... 10.65
Rev. John M. Henson, West Virginia ..............ccoivnnnn.n [N 25.00
Rev. John M. Rich, Florida (Syrup calued) ..................... erer e £5.00
Rev. F. S. Vanhoose, Kentucky ....................... e e 100.00

REPORT NATIONAL FOREIGN MISSION

By Rev. Winford Davls  Chy.-Treas.

Brought forward from the month of Dee. 1944 ..............0 oo, $3,390.53
Received during the month of Jan. by states as follows:
MISSOUTT v tvvie ittt ittt iteeenesiianansenn, N N . $336.52
TIENO0IS v vvvveevvrnnorronnnnsn e e ea e et e e 308.00
Michigan ... .coviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin, et eeeer e N e et . 253.20
TEXOAS cvovoreorsanssnnss P e et e it s e .. 79.06
South Carolina ....... et et et evee.. D200
Kentucky ...... e e e eer ettt b r et .. 17.85
TOITICSEE  + v s o s o v o aeme oo onasosesosensasonsssssnsneeasssesnssonennensoosas R 16.60
North CaroliNa ...veeeeveinreenonenrereerenannanns T, 5.33
ATKANSAS +iivevesnsoronsncosaocnnrnsnesaeasnns Cevean Ceeiaes it er s, 4,00
Unified Program I‘und by F. S. Vanhoose, Treas. .....vveeiivrennnnneernnnnns 565.88
National Auxiliary Convention by Fanny Polston Treas, ........... e easaas 23.42
Total ................ e et e et et eeaa, $1,661.76
Grand total............. esseeieie e R e ereceat et nar e, 5,052.29
Total disbursements for the month of January ........ et e e, 1,454.42
" Balance in treasury Feb. 1, 1945 ......... e e e, 3,597.87
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'EDITORIAL

SPECIAL NOTICE

Since December 1st. 1943 the subscrip-
tion rate of the Free Will Baptist Gem has
been one dollar per year, there has been
a few subscriptions that came in at the
old- rate of seventy five cents per year, but
there has been s deluge of subscriptions
come in the past month requesting six-
teen months subscription with one dollar
enclosed. '

We have entered these on the files for
one year, which is the only thing we can
do, the subscription rates for the Gem are
fixed by the State, and the Editor can
neither raise nor lower the rates, so if you
send one dollar you will get twelve issues
of the Gem,

NO TREATISE YET

Orders continue to come in for Treatise
of the Faith and Practice of Free Will
Baptist, and may I say again there is no
Treatise to be had, all I have is one that
I bought about six years ago, and I'm keep-
ing it for a form to go by, when we start
reprinting, how soon will that be? That
I cannot answer, as far as I know the man-
. useript is not completed yet, I do hope that
we will have a pvew supply soon. Watch
your church papers for a notice when they
may be obtained.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Springtime is practically on hand, and
fair weather is to be expected then, and
spring is always a time of great activity
everywhere, people busy farming, garden-
ing, i)lanting flowers and grooming the
lawn, getting ready for the growing seca-
son, this is all fine and shows an interest,
but .it should be a lesson to us from a
Spiritual standpoint, that it is a time when
we should begin to break up the fallow
ground and begin a revival in our Sun-
day Schools. There are so many boys and

girls that do not attend Sunday School, -
and the reason for many of these not at-
tending is because they have been neglect-
ed, many of them would come if they had
a special invitation and a little encourage-
ment. Why don't we as Christian’s do for
the cause of Christ and salvation of lost
souls, what some, (and even some of our
Free Will Baptist) people do for other
movements, for instance the War Chest
Drive, a Bond Drive,, a Red Cross Drive
and many Civic Drives and these are al-
right, BUT they go from door to door an.d
really show an interest and the result 18
they go over the top, AGAIN WHY? They
are sold on the idea, are you sold on
JESUS CHRIST? 1If so sell HIM to others.
Come on let us 1‘eaily build a real Free
Will Baptist Sunday School Association.

GREAT MEN AND THE BIBLE

All of the truly great men of history
have been men who believed the Bible to
be the Word of God. The secret of greatness
in men who have influenced history, I8
their faith in God.

WILLIAM EWART GLADSTONE Said,

I have Lknown ninety-fiive great men
of the werld in my time, of these, eighty
seven were all followers of the Bible.

PATRICK HENRY said of the Bible,
There is a Book worth all others which
were ever printed.

GEORGE WASHINGTON said,
Above all, the pure, benign light of
Revelation has had a meliorating influence
on mankind, and increased the Dlessings
of society.

THOMAS JEFFERSON said,

I have always said, and always will
say, that the studious perusal of the
sacred volume will make better citizens,
better fathers, and better husbanda.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN said,
In regard to this great'Book, I have

only to say that it is the best Book that
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GLEANINGS

By the Editor

God has given to man.

WILLIAM McKINLEY said,
- The more profoundly we study this
wonderful Book, the more closely we
observe i#tg divine precepts, the bhetter
citizens we will become, and the higher
ﬁvll_l be our destiny as a nation.

HERBERT HOOVER said,

As a nation we are indebted to the Book
of books for our national ideals and rep-
resentative institutions, Their preservation
rests in adhering to its principles. .

“'From Dr. Herrstrom’s book, The Golden
Key.

ROAD TO RENO — American society to-
day characterized by a break down of the
family. The family is the heart of the
nation’s life. As the family goes, so goes
society. The social structure rises or falls
with the fate of the home. We can not
build a permanent national life without
bu'ilding a steadfast home as its founda-
tion.

_What happens arcund the fireside will
chart the route of tomorrow’s manners and
morals. The tragedy is that there is no
fireside family life left. ‘

Home is becoming a mere convenience.
Johnny 'hangs his hat at home only when
there is no other place to hang it. Sue
parks herself at home only when there is
nothing else to do. Dad coines home to eat
and Mother makes the club the center of

Jher life,

Family life has come in for more ridi-
cule during the past decade than ever be-
fore. The heart of the nation’s life is
rapidly being eaten away by these current
attitudes. toward married life.

"The moral life of our nation is lower
than it has ever been before. Where fis
the nation heading? France is the an-
swer,

If you will check through the divorces
granted in any large city, you will discov-

.er that these “gin marriages,” “dance hall

marriages,” “on the spur cf the moment
marriages” are potent.causes of family dis
organization, o

A ‘“gin marriage” leads te a quicker
Reno-vation,

Cocktail parties are an invitation to a
divorce, :

Every night club and dance hall is a
road to Reno.

Excerpts from Dr. Hardings book, “Roads
to Reno”.

TIIE HEAD-— of the Russian Orthodox
chiurches in America recently ‘spoke the
{ollowing discerning words: ‘May I say
that I see in the Christian churches of
Lmerica many of the signs of decay which
I saw in the church of Russia before the
revolution-—considelable wealth, absence
of conviction horn of persecution, an casy-
going religion which accepts things as
they are, nominal church loyalty which is
r.ct backed up by personal character and
cenduct.—Gospel Herald.

THE DIDLE MARKET—of the world pro-
bably has never been larger than in this
“time of trouble.’”” Danicl 12:1. And this
Cespite ration'ng ef paper. An impressive
fact lately .brought out is, that twenty
per cent of the world’s recent Bible sales
have been in China.-——John Paul.

DIINKING WOMEN—DBcfore the preport-
fon of vomen in this country who used
into-icating liquor was cstimated as one
in every etzht. In the relatively brief time
since we entered the war the number of
women who drink has increased so rapidly
that the proportion now in cvary six.—The
Christian Parent.

WAR COST— Since Pear] Harbor the war
has cost $238,000,000,000 or seven t mes
the cost of the first World War.

42 CILAPLAINS have been killed as they
ministered to men wounded in war.
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REPORT OF MISSOURI STATE TREASURER, REV. WINFORD DAVIS
- For the Month of Jan., 1945

Foreign Missions

Rock Chapel ..............ocooviiiiiiiiin $12.00
Mrs. Margaret Turner, Atlanta, Mo. ................. e 20.00
New Harmony Mission ..................ocoovieieunieno 0 e 4.36
Willey Auxiliary of Flat River Church ...ooviiii i 15.00
Mtn. Grove League .......................ccocooiai...,,,,, 4.00
Sublette Church .................c.oi L 6.00
Willey Circle of Flat River Auxilary ..o 15.00
Buffalo Sunday School R . 2,00
Mine La Motte Sunday School .:.................................. .0 2.34
Golden-Oak Sunday School ....................... ettt e 1.34
Fowler Union Sunday School ...................ooooveesnn 0 voo.. 686
Hickory Grove Church ....... e R e e e e e 4.37
Auxiliary of St.Louis Third Church ................................. " 6.00
Walnut Grove League ........o..ooevviisininininannnnnn 0 e 14.00
Happy Circle Class of Hazel Creek Union S. S. ...................... """ 6.00
Hickory Grove Church of Haddam, Kansas .................................... 3.25
Blue Eye CRUICh ...vvuvniiiiiiiiiiiiiniins i asinn 3.70
Macedonia CRUrCh ..........ouiiuiuiinisiinisnnan.,,,,,, 3.35
Connelsville Sunday School ........ouuvuvsiiniiannnnnnn 5.00
J. K. Stephens, Stockton, Mo. .................\u..... e e e e e 2.50
Mrs. Mary Calvin, Pattonsburg, Mo. .......o.eevuievneunnssonnsonne 1.00
Mr. and Mrs. Will Searcy, Pattonsburg, Mo. ......voveovnssssonssos 1.00
Mrs. Mary Wellbaum, Pattonsburg, Mo. ...........oeveeeessose 1.00
Flat River Church .........o.iiiiiiiiii ittt . 113.00
Mrs. Gladys Filmer, Niangua, Mo. ..ot e, 2.00
Amity Church ........ e e, 30.00
Mt. Olive (Neola) CRUTCh ......v'eviiiiineeees e 7.60
Mt. Olive (Neola) Auxiliary .............cooiiiiiiiiinienneenns i 1.00
True Blue Class Mt. Olive (Ne0la) S. S. ..uuerneerrnn s e 1.00
Mrs. Jewell Maberry, Greenfield, Mo. .........vuvnsinrnrnon e, 15.00
Leadington Sunday School ............veniineenrnnse e 1.32
St. Louis” Third CRUFCh ... ettt 17.54
Educational Fund
Leadington Sunday Sehool ........uvniuiiuiesnvnrenensn e 2.55
Publishing House Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Dickey, Kansas City, Mo. +.ovvuvenenoonononnnnn.. e 5.50
Merls Chapel . .u.etin e it e e 9.00
Rev. Archie Cooper, NOVIIEET, MO. . euveiurinnenneensenr e sy 5.00
Jehoida Chests Fund
New Harmony MiSSION ....ouuvuiuniiniiiniene e e 2.00
Hazel Creek Union MisSION t.euuvuuiuniinninine e, 3.00
Hannon Auxiliary ...oveieienn it 2.00
Golden Oak Sunday SO0l ........'nennereesssssei e 1.00
Twin 0ak CRUICH .+ .vttiiit e ettt et ee e e e e e 2.00
Macedonia CRUTCR ....uetreunene ettt e et enerere s e e, 2.00
HICKOTY Grove ChUICh ..ivuutetniieteiinetenntseeneeeae s e imn i, 2.00
State Unified Fund
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" New Harmony Mission ......... e et iaceeies ettt e e ieeeeen e 3.32
© Monett Church ........... ceraae R e Ceereeaas Cevereerereacaaonns ve.. 22.08

Copper Mines. Church .............. tesscranase ceeeas . Creveerssarsssansoenn 3.00
Berkley City Church Cerreree s Cheeeean PN e 6.00
Merls Chapel ............ Ceeraaeiens Ceterete e PN P AN .. 5.00
Flat River Churech ........... et e st e et e 47.11
Golden Oak Sunday Schocl .........ccccvennnns et eneee et e .76
Fredricktown <Church ............. Cereroan S sevsesseuatesenossastonatonsonsns 44,00
Twin Oak Church ........ccovveeenns tesensentense et veeee.. B34

South East Mo, Auxiliary Convention ..........covvinenn Chrereeeeans Cereeans . 4.50

Macedonia Church ........covvivevanivnnnnn Ceesrtretetrresnesnenen [ 1.83

ak Grove Church of Cave Spring Association ...........cciviiiieiiiiiieiinn, 4.00

Fifty Thousand Dollar Auxiliary Campaign Fund

Mrs. O. T. Allred, St. Louis, MO. «vouvrrrerennennsneessesseennseneensansessisss 100

Rev. and Mrs. C. B. Dees, Monett, Mo, «ovevveneereatsseeneeserosessassoisesssses 2.00

Mrs. George LaShum, Monett, MO. ....ivvitiniiiiiiriiiriesaisssnisesnoseonsans 1.00

Mrs. Roy Alyea, Monett, MO, ...veierieneeeorsnuseseannsonasisessnnensssonsanes 1.00
Mrs. Melvin Dunklin, Monett, Mo. .......... i Ceenees R 1
Mrs. Will Gates, Monett, Mo, .......iovevrensreonessrranns Cererenns eeessene.s 100
Mrs. Alta Powell, Monett, Mo, .......cvviviverarnernnnanns Ceeee Cereeiaeeaen ... 1.00
Erma J. Carmack, Monett, Mo. ............ ettt e er et 1.00
Ella Atwell, Monett, MO, «.vivivenrenninnenren et eeesereeenans [ vee.. 100
C. L. Atwell, Monett, Mo. ....... e, s e veede.. 100
Maxine Atwell, Monett, Mo. ............ e e e ecsevurenn. vedeees. 100
Winford Atwell, Monett, Mo. ........ovuuenn., e s e 1.00
C. E. Atwell, Monett, Mo. ..... Creeesaaens NS essreveunry cesssenun eereeeass. 100
Rev. O. T. Allred, St. Louis, MO. .....ivivrierirnrinnnennns BN Ceeeaeees 1.00
Nettie Harrell, Monett, Mo. .............. Cherereeeaaas Cereercereananen veeeiiess 100
Mrs. C. O. Baker, Monett, Mo. ...... et seereseanvenien Loe. 100
Mrs. W. J. Gregory, Monett, Mo. ...... SN Cerereaans ereeens vee.. 100

&P Missionary Department &9

Rev. Winford Davie, Chair.-Treas. National Board, Monett Me.

THE AUTHORITY OF CIIRIST ON
MISSION’S

. By Rev. T. H. Willey Our IMissiona~y
In Cuba

All authority belongs to Christ because
Ie alone has dispersed the darkness of
this present world by a special manifest-
tation of God. Iie, as God, joined Himsell
to humanityl to save it.

In IT m is all the fullness of the Godhead
in bodily form. He is God manifested in
the fiesh. God’s giving of IIis son and the
fon’s yielding up of Himself is a man’-
festation of Cod’s love and is a motive to

ohedience greater than any possible ab- .
stract reason consclence could ever rurn-
ish. From the throne of the once crucified
one, comes the authority of the foreign
missions.

Christ’s method of publishing God’s re-
“demption and rec-establishing God's au-
thor'tv over an opostate and revolted hu-
manity is Foreign Missions.

Without any uttered command of Christ,
Missions would have no claim upon us but
I'is command we have as an eternal im-
perat've and we derive the authority of
foreign missiong from it. His single word
is ““Go.” Ilis one injunction to an unbe-
lieving world is ‘‘Come,”’---“Come unto
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me.” To His people, Ilig injunction is “Go
ye into all the world, and preach the g0s-
I'e]l to every creature, “and “Go ye there-
fore and make disciples of all nations.”
This s the sublimest order ever given on
(a]t‘) Someone said, ‘“When 1 think of

the breadth cf the world that has to be

subdued, of the time it hes taken to sub-
due it, of the small number and the nor-
ro'v views of those discipies, the audacity
of the cormmand seems a'most insanity
unt1 T realize that e iy Cod, and that ali
other authority is but the shadow of Ilim.

It has been very slow to dawn upon the
minds of men, and sad to 831y upon our
leople, that the authority of missions is

the authority of Christ’s character, -- of
His life - of His love -- of Hig works, We
v Ile is God, but we treat Him with

Jardly move sacredness then some human
teacher. This love that IT¢ had for a lost
world must cut thmdwh our honds of is
o'atien ani selfishness and motive us to
£6 out with the same compassion Ie hdd,
to a s'nning and suffering worla.

The real call to Foreign Missions is

"tent on

realized in the hearts of our people, es-
pecially our young people, when they
learn that this command “Co" i{s not an
arbitrary commeand but carries with t a
woe is me if I go not.

The authority of missions has even more
binding nature. This authority of Chr st
Is the innermecst life of the Church. We
learn that this love which constrains us
is not simply our love to Christ: neither
is it merely Ilis love to us; but rather His
love in us .Iis love finds us and thus lm-
parts to us His own longing to redeem.
There 's one overtowering authority tor
6ur preaching in Indfa und in Cuba. It
is; Christ to be enthroned in the hearts
of men,

One of the marvels to nie here in Cuba,
iz that traveling along with a bus Ioad
of people, one nceds to but claim the at-
of one intividual and the whole
Lvs lead is hanging upon your message.
Yo have to rive but one solitary portion
uf the Word of God and thirty people are
berging for a portion.. Thus we can press
thic claim of Christ the Saviour upon them.

The Great

- The Whole

Commission
— Our Mission

: -~
/§<

World
T Chrlst

Woman’s Auxiliary Department| Fer_Ch

A AN

“The 50,000 Band of Co-Laborers’’
and the Unified Program’’

The Unified Program, as seen through

the eyes of the National Woman's Auxil-

- ary is the plan of the National Assoclation

for getting' all our! people to systemat’cally
support all our work. Just a few years
a20 this plan which we call the Unified
Program was adopted, giving to Free Will
Daptists a plan of financing whieh from
every po'nt is simple, sound, sensible, and
all inclusive. During these years the Un-
itied Program has heen the basic plan of
denominational financing.
Vv hich, w'th the exception of rare emer-
gencies, will adequately provide for every
phase of our denominational work. It is
a plan throuzh which each of the more
than two Lundred and fifty thousand Iree
Will Baptist, can partic’'pate in the entire

It' is a plan

program of the denomination. Not only
docs it apply to the financ'ng of our Nat-
ional causes but with cqual elfectiveness
¥. cobers our denom national activiites
within the states. The bucdget system of
individual churches is but a counterpart
ot the Unified Program.

While it is never poss ble to predict
cxactly cur income in dollars and cents,
each Board through the Unified Program
does know the exact percentage of the
whole v hich it will receive and thus has
the satisfact on of knowing that its income
is based upon the, relative need of denom-
inational causes. Granted that an indi-
vidual is intercsted in the entire denom-
inational prigram and desires that his or
her offering be distributed to cvery de-
partiment of the ploglam, unless he is a
student of denominational affairs he
would mnot likely know the need of the
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various .boards and therefore could not
possibly be in a position to suggest the

wisest and most effective distribution of

his offering. At this point the Unified
program comes; to his assistance by afford-

ing a plan financing which is based upon
a mutual agreement among all denom’.
national boards and institutions.

The Woman’s Auxiliary, having been so
inrspired by this wonderful program as
given Dby the Nat'onal Association, the
love of Christ and Iis kingdom work, the
mission fields, home and foreign, the im-
mediate need of the Bible College for more
room, and equipment also the Board of
Superannuat'on launched a drive to ralse
$50,000 to be used in promoting the Un-
ified Program. This is known as 50,000
Band of Co-Lahorers Band and every Free
Will Baptist is urged to join. Can we do
it? (John 15:7 is the answer). Let’s ask
our ITcavenly Father for it, then tell
our people, every one of them about it, and
give honor and praise to Him who is the
giver of every perfect gift.

Following §s a report of all money re-
ceived by states to date:

AIBDAIMA e eeenes $139.00
Florida ...ccccoeeeeeenns .. 10.00
B ble COlleZe omnieieeeaeececeieieceenecnenans 22.00
Georgia ........... 13.00
Illinois ...... 22.00
Kentucky ... 2.00
Mississippi . . 7.00
MISSOUTT  coooeiieieeeeeee e reaereaeeeeaas 43.00
North Carolina ...

Ohio ....... e rereeemreeoteeraeennraan s aeenaenanns
Oklahoma

TENNESSEE  weuererrencrererrnerrnsreaarenmennnernns 110.00
2 41,50
Virg'nia ..eeeeneaans eeeeerevnn———————eenaas 62.00
West Virginia ..o 11.00
National Assoclation ... 94.00
TOAL o e eear e $942.50

Come on every Auxillary President, ask
your Pastor to help your church be 100%%.
Believing that you will give this most
worthy cause your hearty support, I am
yours in His great service.

Mrs. Fannie Polston--Treasurer
318 Woodland street

Nashville Tennessee

Women’s Auxiliary Conveéntion of First
Mission Associat'on Held in First Frec
Will Baptist Church, Tulsa, Oklahoma

Women’s Auxiliary Program

Wednesday Morning Feh. 21, 1945
10:00 e Song Service
1G:15, Scripture and TInvocation, Sistet

Mann'ngs.

10:30 ..iieeenn.e. Meeting called to order
First Vice-President, Rev. Ilattle New-
man,

10:40 ........ Silent Prayer in memory of
Sister Opal Bingham. (Concluded) Rev.
John . West

10:60 ... Solo ‘““After the Shadows”
Rev. Bert F. Rozers

1050 e Recess

11:00 e Auxiliary Sermon
Rev. Tlattie Newman

12:00 NOON  coirviiieeeeeeeeeeeeeceeee e Lunch

Wednesday Afternoon

1100 oo eee Song Serv'ce

1:10 , Scripture and Prayer, Sis. Gregery
Drumright, Oklahoma. .

1:20 ceveeeeeee, Round table discussion or
the duties of Presidents in their home
chulches.

‘00, rece'ving and reading of Reports

2.20, Talks from pastors on ways and
means of uniting our efforts for a great-
er work in our Auxiliaries.

................ Solo............Sis. Elva Tuttle

ta

.................... Misre'laneous Business
How the Aux‘liaries are co-
operating with the State Orphanage
Fund .......... Sis. Ethel Armstrong
3:30 cieeeeeenn. Benediction ............ Sis. West
Fear not, little flock; for it is your
Father’s good pleasure _to give you the
kingdom, Lu, 12:32.

“This was the most wonderful convent’on
and was a great bhenefit and spiritual up-
lift to all who attended.

Bro. Kenneth Turner of Missouri was
one of 'the guest speakers, as well as Bro.
Bert Rogers of Drumright, and Bro. John
West of Wewoka.

A great vacancy was felt and hearts
made sad by the death of Sis. Opal Bing-
nam who had filled the presidents cha'r
of the District Auxiliary for the past three
years,




Page 24

Free Will Baptist Gem

March 1945

Her presence, her prayers, her kind
deeds and good words of instructions has
been greatly missed by every one who
knew her. A great pillow in God’s vine-
vard has been moved from our midst.

I’ut our loss has been Heaven’s gain. Pray
for us.

Mrs. Evelyn Miller, Reporter

Rev. Melvin Bingham, Pastor.

Our Boys in the Service *

FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD THAT

He gave H's only begotten Son that who-
soever believeth in Him should not perish
but have everlasting life. John 3:16

GOD KNOWS YOUR
CGreat Need. . .

Sin spoils every human life! Sin is in
us—it is a part of us; we practice it. 8in
wil! condemn a soul to Hell for all etorni-
ly. Cod tells of your great; need 'in the fol-
low ng words: “For all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God” (Romans
3:23), ‘ There is not a just man upon the
carth that doeth good and sinneth not..."”
(Ifcclesiates 7:20). “The soul that sinneth
it shall die.” (Izekiel 18:4).

GOD GAVE HIS
Beloved Son...

God loves the world—He loves you!
Having seen all men under sin and con-
demned to eternal destruction because of
it, e expressed His love by giving His
only well-beloved Son to bear sin’s penal-
ty-—death. “But God commendeth His love
toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).
“He loved us, and sent His Son to be the
propitiat'on (sacrifice) for our sins.” (1
Jchn 4:10).

JESUS GAVE
Himself

Not only was God’s love for you so great
that Ile gave Iiig Son, but the Son’s love
for you was so great that He gave Himself.
“For there is one God, and one mediator
between (God and man, the man Christ
Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all”
(1 Timothy 2:5;:6). “The Son of God, who
loved me, and gave Himself for me’” (Gal-
ations 2:20). “Ye were . . . redeemed. . . .
w'th the precious blood of Christ” (1 Peter

1:18,19).

WHAT HIS DEATH
Means

In His death, Jesus took the sinner’s
place. He bore God’s awful judgment for
sin that He might bring you to God. “Him
(Jesus) who knew no sin, He (God made
to be sin on our behalf; that we might be-
come the righteousness of God in Him” (II
Cor'nthiansg 5:21, R. V.). “For Christ also
hath once sufiered for sins, the just for
the unjust, that He mizht bring us to God’
(I Peter 3:18).

JESUS LIVES
To Save. , .

After the work of redeeming our Soul
to God had been finighed, Jesus arose
from the dead. God was completely satis-
fied with the work of His Son, and took
Ilim back to Heaven. Jesus lives to save!
“Wherefcre He ‘s able to save to the utter-
most (completely) all that come unto God
by Him, seeing He ever liveth. . . ” (Heb-
rews 7:25). Jesus says, “Come unto Me,
all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and
I wil give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).

HE WILL SAVE
You

Even now the Saviour is willing to save
you. He died in your place— He waits for
you to rest your soul ‘n the work He has
Gone for you. Jesus says, ‘I am the Door:
by Me if any man enter in, he shall be
(John 10:9). “This is a falthful
sayinc}, and worthy of all acceptation,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners. . .” (I Timothy 1:15). ‘“Who-
soever shall call upon the name of the
(Romansg 10:13).

saved”

Lord shall be saved”

Y0U CAN BE S\VED
Now
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Hav ng seen the price God paid for you,
His Son as your Saviour? Accept Him
'this very moment! “Come NOW, and let
us reason together, saith the Lord: though
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be
as white as snow 7 (Isaiah 1:18).
“Behold, NOW is the accepted time; beholaq,
NOW is the day of salvation” (II Corinth-
jans 6:2). God says, “Come, for all things
are NOW ready . . .” (Luke 14:17).

SOMETHING TO REMEMBER

Remember
“How shall we escape if we neglect so

great salvation?”’ (Hebrews 2:3). “It is
appointed unto men once to die . . . after
this the judgment . .. But he that believeth
on Him (Christ) shall not come into judg-

.’ (Hebrews 9:27; John 5:24).
one of us shall give account of
3od.” (Romans 14:12).

ment
“Every
himsgell to

Courtesy Cood News Publ shing Co.
Chicago, IIl. Ceoples 100 $.35 500 $1.60

LETTER FROM A SOLDIER

To Mrs. B. J. Peters Jones, Okla.

dear Mother and all,

Bere I am again, I wrote you a V-mail
tbis morning, but I have found out I could
write more so I am writing this eve. I
1eceived a letter from 1Torrest a little whils
ago, it was the frst letter I have had for
some .time, 1 guess you have heard about
us going behind the enemy lines, and re-
lcasing the American Prisoners. It was a
long walk, but it was worth it and more,
just to see the prisoners when they, were
1eleased. They could hardly believe it was
uvs, the Lears would roll down their cheeks,
a2 they would teil how thankful they
Most of them were in pretty bad
shape, and lots of them had to be carried,
those that conld hardly wa'k veve hetween
two otherg that were in belter shape and
we were helping some, Later on the Phil-
ipinos who were so good to us rounded
up all ox carts, and ca'ried those that
were not able to walk. Some of them w'o
could hardly walk would refuse to r'de,
telling them to let some one else r da. One
man to!d me he was s9 happy he ~ounld
crawl on his hands and knctes wuiich was
twenty miles. It was pretty hard for them,

Were.

but I guess it was nothing compared to
the Bataan March. God was with us all the
way, and we hardly got scared only one
time when we were coming back. I enjoy-
ed myself most of the time. I did get pretty
sleepy for we never got much sleep. The
Philipinos took wus in their houses, hid
and fed us in the daytime. They told us
they would pray for our success. Some
young girls came out and sang The Star
Spangled Banner, God Bless America, anid
God bless the Philipinos. It really made
us all feel good and they could really
sing. One man and his boy played the gui-
for us in the day t'me. I
ever enjoyed good singing

tar and sang
don’t think I
50 well.

Jo long, be seeing you all.

Love, Roy

3

Sgt. Eugene M. Davis

LETTER FROM A SOLDIER
Dear Mother:

There isn’t much I can write just now
only to say I am (feeling fine, haven’t
been sea sick yet. I'll write you a long
letter soon.

Today I have been thanking of my last
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. Sunday home, when Greta came over and
you gathered a boquet for the church,
which you usually do each Simday. I have
written a poem as a memorial of you on
that day and the church, I hope some day
to attend again. ) ‘

Will write in a day or so, don’t worry
mother, I'm alright,

N Love, your son
Eugene M. Davis

Through a bay window, I once did peep

From behind curtains droped so neat

I saw two hands so lovely and small

Patiently cutting flowers, from a garden
wall, )

" She stood by a bush near the window pane

That had bowed to the earth by the wind
and rain .

I watched those hands, so cautiously em-
brace

The swaying limbs to their proper place.

Then up and down the garden wall

She stooped by flowers, short and tall

The breeze that touched her lovely face

Smelled sweet of the flowers she embraced.

Then I watched her place them in a vace,

Each one in its proper place

And then she raised her face so fair

And smiled at me through the window
there.

Then while in Sunday School I sat

I saw the bouquet there on the puipit

Roses red, violets blue

Still glossy with the morning dew.

In memory now I linger on,

To mother's gift each Sunday morn

Her white face and hands so small

Cutting flowers from the garden wall.
Sgt. Eugene M. Davis, 38293960, Co. 63rd

NOTICE

Will the Free Will Baptist people livine
in or avound Pencacola Florida or people
knowins of Free Will Baptist that live in
Pensaco'a, wh"o have their address, or
TFathers and Mothers with boys in the
Armed Forces or relatives living now in
or avound Penracola, contact the under-
signed at once by letter with address. ...

W. E. Holley,

400 N. Davis St.
Pensacola, Fla.

Free Will Baptist Gem

CHIPS

FROM ELD. T. C. FERGUSON'S -
Sermons Preached in the Past

It’y you want to have friends be friendly.
Instead of trying to get Hell out of the
Bible get Hell out of your self firs:.

All you have to do to backslide is just
do nothing,

An old dead fish can float down stream,

-but it takes a live one to go up stream.

Are you dead or alive?

If God was blessing Jonah’s and Slaher's
laziness, I would lose confidence in Him,
so would- you. Well then get a move on
you.

What we need to do.is to think less of
self and think more about God.

A good man is usually better to his en-
emies, than a bad man is to his friends.

Don’t repeat any thing any one has told
you, until you know that it is true and
don't repeat it even then.

When two men guarrel on the difference
of their opinions they are both wrong.

When you are in the Lord’s work it is
a good thing to camp close to it.

Yesterday is gone, to-morrow may never
come, today is what bothers me,

You will never succeed in managing

other people until you learn to manage
yourself,

L " N S S W S ]

Subscribe to ‘‘The Gem''
$1.00 per Year

e N S Y
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Church Letters - Field Reports

ST. LOUIS, I10.

Dear Gem Readers,

Reporting to you from our church, W=
have just closed a 2 weeks revival beingg
held by our Brother Chas. E. Green. A
glorious time was cnjoyed by everyone.
Many souls were saved and some rea
messages were brought by the Evancelist.
Our Sunday School is growing by leaps and
bcunds. We have a fine young Peoples
Choir of which we are very thankful. Pray
for us that we as older Christians may
he real leaders before them also pray for
the new Christians and the sick of our
church.

The Lord has Dblessed us with many
young people in our church and we have
a wonderful League. Our last League
ricet’'ng was he’l at Deslodge Missouri
with the young people in charge and we
enjoyed some of the hest messazes that

¢culd be heard from these fine girls and

boys. We were privileged to have with us

recently Dr. Larry Newgent, noted crinw-

‘nolozist who brought us a fine messaze

on “Crime doesn’t pay.” We recommend

that you hear this man of God if possible

we invite whosoever will into any and al:

services if you come once you will want
to come again.

The Lord Bless all ‘s our prayer.

Rev. Mark Lewis, Pastor

Edward Simmons, Reporter

1330 Geyer Avenue

St. Louis, Mo.

..I Enow Something Good Akout Vou..

oukin't this cld world he better
I the folks we meet woull say

I know something good about you
And then trecat us just that way.

Wouldn’'t it be finc and dandy
If each handelasp warm and true
Carried with it th's assurance

I know something yoocd about you.

WWouldn't life be lot happier
If we'd praise the good we see,

IFor there’s such a lot of goodness in the
wo.st of us you see, ,

Vouldn’'t things here be more pleasant
If the good that is in us all,

VWere the only th ng about us

‘That folks bothiered to recall.

Wouldn’t it be nice to practice

This fine way of thinking too.

You know something good about me
And I know something good about you.

E. Simmons

Shawnee, Oklahoma

Dear IKditor and Gem:

Here are two poems I wrote and if you
sce fit hope you will print them.
For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son that who so ever
believeth on Him should not perish, but
have ever lasting life, John 3:16.

HIS LOVE

Who am I that God should give,

His Son so freely that I might live,

Wretched, unworthy, lone and sad

Till Jesus came and made me glad.

He¢ made me rich a joint heir

To Heaven’s millions and Christ so fair

Streets of gold to inherit some day

When this life has passed away.

I'm saying who could ask for more -

Than a home on Heaven's beautiful shore

So may I ever faithful be

To Christ who so treely died for me.
Dedicated to my thrce brothers, Eldon,

Roy and Kenneth McMullen, now serving

in the armed forces.

THE CALL

When Uncle Sam called for loyalty

We gave him brothers the number was
three

To fight for God’s cause and liberty

So gallantly answered the call thesc three.

One on the ocean away did sail.
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Another to the Alleutians mid rain and
hail,

The third one to the Pacific did go

And is now there fighting our awful foe.

But God in Heaven looked down and said

Lo: I am with you be not afraid,

“I'll guide you protect youw,” I hear Him
say

And bring you back safely to the U, S. A.

Comrposed by Mrs. Floyd ‘Cash, Corres-

ponding Secretary of First Okla. Ass'n.

Auxiliary.

IDAHO

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

Well it hag heen a long time since I've
written to our little paper so will send in
a few I'nes to let you know I'm still in
oxistence. -

Well as for my health, I've been juse
f'ne up until five months ago, 1 took
Sciotica Rhumatism, and have been down
with it ever since, certainly have sufferel
much pain, have been unable to do my
housework for qu'tc some time, but I'm
considerably better than I was, for which
I'm thankful, so I'm trying to be patient,
and with God’s help I think I'lIl be back
te normal some of these days. The rest of
my family is well. Qur married son,I'rad
i3 with the Armed Forces, and is now
scmewhere in the Phill'pings. Oh if this
cruel war would only end, that our dear
boys might come back home to us. So let's
all Feep praying to our Icavenly Fatherv,
~nd I believe e will hear and answer our
prayers by and by.

Ve are/living on a farm now, have lived
here since last March 19.

Hope and pray- Ged is blessing cach one
of my dear Drothers and Sisters, and the
denominat’on at large. Even though I'm
away ont here in the west, I'm still tryins,
to live for God and am still praying that

our dear denomination may grow and
prosper, and that God will continue tn
bless.

Please pray for me and my family, and
tlLat God may lay H's healing hand upon
me.

A Sister in His name,
Mrs. Opal Frazier

P.8. I've copied the following from- a
little hook called “Be TFriendly,” whick
I enjoyed and thought perhaps you migh:
alzo.

1. Hinges of true friendsh'p never grow
rusty.

2. A man’s true wealth is the good le
does in the world.

3. If you are bound to say mean things,
go down in the cellar and talk, to yourself.

4. “All the world,” said an old Quakr
to his wife “is queer, except thee and me,
and even thee is a little queer.

5. A friend is a bank of credit on which
we can draw supplies of confidence, coun-
cil, sympathy, help and love.

6. Go often to the house of thy friend,
for weeds choke up the unused path. '

7. The only thing that can cheat some
people out of the last word is an echo.

8. Do good to thy friend to keep him- -
to thy enemy to gain him.

God’s Greatest Blessing

The sunsh’ne and blue skies are fine
I'm thankful for the flowers,

For they are truly mifts divine,

To cheer this world of ours.

But flowers droop and skies turn gray,
And oft the sunshine ends,

Cod’s greatest blessing so I say,

Are friends.

CKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHGOMA

Dear Gem Receaders:

The month of February, usually a bad
one, has been exceptionally good for our
church of Oklahoma City. The power of
our Saviour has been felt in every service
and sinners are responding. During this
month we have had eleven conversions and
three additions to our church, (with good
old fashioned shouting). Our prayer meet-
ing attendance has jumped from a very
low figure to a grand average of fifty five.
New faces are also being seen in our Sun-
day School. Our greatest concern now is
paying for our church. Our good pastor,
Brother Harry Staires is doing a great
work, and he has impressed upon our minds
in his last two sermons of our nced of
power. We are praying for that power to
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fall upon God’s people, and make them
generous in giving that our church may
bo clear on March 15th.

Warren Barnctt, reporter
Bro. Harry Staires, pastor

Lnother Free Will Baptist Church In
California

Rev. J.I. Yandell organized a church
at Firebaugh and they v-are well repre-
-sented at our Quarterly Mecting last week
at Turlock.

Ced is bless ng our cfforts here and we
feel sure we will hae ancther churech
soon.

God bless all of His servants.

A. B, Talbert
617 Verrmont
Turlock, Calif.

PORTERVILLE, CALIFORNIA

Dear Gem Family,

Since I last wrote to you our Associat on
has met in Quarterly Conference with, the
Turlock Church.

We had a wonderful time in the Lord.
We are blessed with a new church which
was admitted at our last conference.

The Porterville Church ‘s still on fire
for God. We have lately ovganized a Junior
Free Will Baptist Leazue. We had three
conversions at the evening service yester-
day.

We are planning a revival to start Sun-
day, February 18, with a Brother Linton
from DMissouri doing the prea-hing., We
are thankful that God has prompted more
good spiritual men to “comne over ‘nto
California and help us.”

Our Association will be a year old next
May, when it convenes with the Porter-
ville Church on Thursday before the first
Sunday in May. Come and see how God
has blessed us.

Rev. J. N. Evans, Pastor
Church Clerk

Dev. Ralph Geiger

PIKEVILLE, KENTUCKY

“The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh

and Reporter

away; Dlessed be the name of the Lord.’
This scripture is brought to our m'ndas
when we remcmber that a little less than
a year ago Rev. Maurice W. Roach and
his devoted and talented wife were mess-
engers of His sent to the Plkevillie Tree
Will Baptist Church.

They were never strangers but came in
to our homes like members of our own
families. How glad it makes our hearts
when we recalize that we are just one big
family and God is our Father and Jesus
our Ilder Brother.

Bro. Noach has been a wonderful pastor,
and we feel has left nothing undone. He
has preached the word in cvery' sermon.
The church attendance has been good
considering the membersh'p ol the church,
and the age of the church and with six
other churches in this small town.

The Sunday School is composed of four
classcs and the attendance has nearly
doubled in past ycar,

The Women’s Auxiliary had ceased it's
work and S ster Roach soon had it goin<
asain. We have been sending an offering
cach month to Sister Polston at Nashville
Tennecssce. Two members of our local are
members of the State Auxiliary.

Sister Roach was always found at hes
post of duty. Since ill health over took
her in July she has had to he absent a lot.
Her doctor adv'sed her a few months agn
to chanze climates.

Brother and Sister Roach will be great-
Iy missed by their many friends in and
surrounding Pikeville. We feel our loss
will he some other church’s ga'n.

Drother Noach was clected by a majority
of votes as pastor of our church for an-
other year but felt led of God to resizi
taking effect February 18,1045,

We do earnestly pray that God will sce
fit to give Sister Roach her health again
and will Dbless them wherever they take
up work in the Master’s name.

Yours in the name of Christ,
Mrs. Albert Webb-Reporter

BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA

Dear Brother and Gem Family:

As my subscription has expired I will
now renew it, for seems as I couldn't get -
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along without it in these dark days, for
we have so much on our minds these days,
but thanks to God we can look ahead to
peace and joy in our eternal home. I ask
the prayers of Christian people to pray for
me, that I can go through my
sorrows with patience. I need to he a
faithfnl child of God. God bless the Editor
and all our dear Ministers the wide world

with all

over.

Mrs. Tom Youngblood

ORPHANAGE GIFT

Commodities received:

17 Gallons canned fruit, $1.00 per. .. $17.00
2 boxes prunes, 25¢ per. ............ 50 .
2 boxes macroni, 10¢ per. .......... .20
S quilts .. il 30.00
18 dish towels, 10c per. ............ 1.80
1 pair pillow cases ................ 1.00

We want to thunk the good people of
the Aurora Church for the goods received.

James A. Johnson, Supt. Tenn. F. W. B.
Orphanage,

Inspirational Poems

Rev. T. H. Newsome, Spingtown, Texas

We Sing Because That We Are Happy

We sing because that we are happy;
We sing because from sin we're firece;
We sing because the love of Jesus;
Ilas given 1'fe and liberty.

We sing because it thrills our spirits,
And fills our! soulg with joy and peace.
We sing because it gives us courage,
And causes doubts and fears to cease.

We sing because we love the Saviour
Who died upon the cruel 'tree;
That we may live and sing forever,
Throughout the vast etetnity.

We sing that we may strengthen others
And make them happy like as _we.'

Come fathers, mothers, s's'ters, brothers
Join in our song of victory.

Chorus

\We sing because that we are happy;
We sing hecause that we are free; )
We s'ng because we love the Saviour,
Who gives us life and liberty.

Have Faith In Ged

Have faith in Cod, when clouds are dark
And everything scems lost;
Have faith in God, when your frail bark
Is beaten- tempest-tossed.
Have faith in Cod, though winds may roar

And storms may w.ldly rage;
Have faith in God, though torrents pour
And fears your souls, engage.

IZave faith in God, when all the world
s one great battle field;

When Eatan’s banners all unfurled,
Drandishes sword and shield.

I'ave faith in God, though foes are greal
And death seems very near;

When almost hopeless seems your fate:
Let Courage conquer fear.

Have faith in God, trust in His might,
He w’ll your refuge be;

1Ie’ll help you if you’re in the rizht,
And give you victory,

Have faith in God, He’s just the same,
That I'e has always bhcen;

Jiave faith in God, trust in IIis name;
In Him, yowll surely win.

Chorus

ITave fa'th in Cod, implicit faith;

ITe is your King and Lord,

Put "all your faith in what He saith;
Be guided by His word.

e is your friend, your dearest friend;
He'll never you forsake.

He'll be with you unto the end;

Your troubles all partake.

The Yord, My Advocate

When loved ones sorely disappoint
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Me, in most sacred things;
When strctest confidence,
Doth bitter anguish bring;
There’s one who'll ever faithful be,
Whatever be the test;

IWhose loving, arms encircle me,
While leaning on IIis hreast.

betrayed,

In H'm ] safely can repose,
Thouegh storms may wildly rage;
He’ll shield me ‘gainst the fiercest
That irway my soul engage

In every conflict, He will be,

E'er present by my side; .

He will my chield and buckler be,
Whatever may betide.

{oes,

He's my companion and my guide,
Wherever I may roam;

Where e'er I go, He's by my s de
To pilot me back home.

T7e' 1l strengthen me when I am weak
Upholdl me lest 1 fall;

. J7e’ll he'p me climb the mountian peak;

And seale its deepest wall.

Wlen I'ta forsaken and alone,

Despice? and destitute;

I"e'll send IT'g angels from God’s throne
Ty cause to plosecute

Then when in judsment I shall st:md
17¢’1l be my advocate;

My pardon f{ull, He will demand
Establish my estate.

Chorus

Y8, Jesus is my advocate,

IT¢ sits at Ged’s right hand.

Pleacs that the Father re-instate
Me in I'is holy l!and;

anze's I shall sing,
"osennahs to the K'ng;

Y e'll make the vaults of heaven ring,
V'i'h rraises to the King.

Tris World Would Be A Wondrous Place

Th's world would be a wondrous place
I* every nation, tribe, and race

1woull live accovding to God’s grace,
Then we would have sweet peace.

If Tove would dominate each heart;

1 271, from evil would depart,

+nd love Thee, Lord, for what Thou are.
Then v e would have sweet peace.

1f man would only conquer pride,

And let God's sp'rit abide
In them, and walk by Jesua side,
Then we wou'ld have sweet peace

I'astcn the timme, Dear Lord, we pray,
When men from evil, turn away
And love and mercy have full sway,
Then we shall have sweet peace.

Chorus

0 pecce, sweet poace, return we pray,
t,ord hasten Thou, that happy aay,

Y hen love and mercy have full sway,
Then we shall have sweet peace.

P W N W W

MISS LAURA BELLE BARNARD
GETTING OUT TO INDIA

e = M S S o N o Y

Travel Expense by Boat, Seventeen
Hundred Dollars

Do you wish to have a direct part in
heiping pay Miss Barnard's fare to India?
Well we are giving you now that oppor-
tunity. Just send us your special contri-
bution and say, ‘‘for Miss Barnard's fare
to India”. We will see that it does its
part in helping pay her way back to the
people of her heart; the benighted souls of
dark India. Prayer is geing answered.
For years Miss Barnard, together with
many others, have prayed without ceasing
that the door might be opened again where
by this worthy soul cculd re-enter that
great land in the name of the Free Will
Baptist Chiurch and of course in the name
of Christ. That hour has come. DPassage
hilas been granted. Now our financial re-
sponsibility is Lefore us. We will not fail;
wiil we? Great demands are now being
made on our foreign mission treasury and
it will help tremendously if our people
will rise up and meet this amount cover:
ing the passage of our Miss Barnard to
India above that of our regular contribu-
tions. Will you help? Take the matter
up with your church, your auxiliary, your
class, your league and with your own heart
and puwrse. Lets show our appreciation of
the sacrificial life of this good woman by
saying here is the money to give you com-
fortable passage across the mighty deep to
the land of 382,000,000 people the great
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majority of whom are setting in darkness
of heathenish superstition., Don't be con-
tent with just regular contribution; but in
the face of this new gesture of God's good-
ness toward our mis’sionary program will
you send in something and say, “This is
extra and for the above stated purpose”,
We will expect to hear from you soon.

Winford Davis

A CIGARETTE TALKS

I'm just a friendly cigarette—
Don’t be afraid of me
Why all the advertisers say
I'm harmless as can be!
They tell you that I'm your
“Best Friend”, (I lika that cuuning lie,
And say you'll “walk u mile” for me,
Because I “satisfy”.

So ccme on, girlle, ha a sport!
Why longer hesitate?

With me h.tween your pretty lips,
You'll be guite up-to ate’

You may not like me right at first,
But very soon, I'll bet,

You'll find you just can’t get along.
Without a cigarette!

‘You've smoked one package, go
I know I've nothing now to fear;
When once I get a grip on girls,
They're mine for life, my gear!
Your freedom you began to lose,
The very day we met,
When I convinced you it was smart,
To smoke a cigarette!

The color’s fading from your cheeks:
Your finger-tips are stained;

And now you'd like to give me up,
But sister, you are chained!

You even took a drink last night—
I thought you would ere long,

For those whom T enslave soon lose
Their sense of right and wrong.

Year after year I'v: fettered you
And led you Llindiy oa
Till now you're just a bunch of nerves,
With locks and Lealth both gone.
You're pale and thin, and- have a cough
The dcctor cays, ‘T. B.”,
He says you can’'t expect to live
Much longer, thanks to me!

But it’s tco late to worry now: .

Ah, no,

When you becanie my slave,

You should have known the chances
Were you’d fill an early grave.

And now that I have done my part
To send your soul to hell,

I'll leave you with my partner, Death—
He’ll come for you, Farewell.

Elizabeth Hassell

THE PRICE OF A DRINK
By Josephine Pollard

“Five "cents a glass!”
think
That is rcally the price of a drink?
“Five cents a glass;” I hear you say.
“Why, that isn’t very much to pay.”
indeed; ’tis a very small sum
You are pass'ng over ’'twixt finger and
thumb;
And if that were all that you gave away,
It wouldn’t be-very much to pay.
The price of a drink! Let him decide
‘Who " has lost his courage and lost his
pride, :
And lies a groveling heap of clay,
Not Yar removed from a beast, today.
The price of a drink! Let one tell
Who sleeps to-night in a murderer’s cell,,
Ana fells within him the fires of he!l. ...
Honor and virtue, love and truth,
Hopes of manhood, the wreath of fame
Hirh endeavor and noble aim—
These are the treasures thrown away
As the pr'ce of drink, from day to day.
“Five cents a glass!” How Satan laughed,
As over the bar the young man quaffed
The bended liquor; for the demon knew
The terrible work that drink would do;
And before morning the victim lay
¥ith his life-blood swiftly ebhing away;
And thot was the prico he paid, alas!
for the pleasure of taling a sacial glass.
Tha price ¢f a drink! If you want to know
What some are willine to pay for it, go
there,
Yith dingy window and broken stair,
Whero foul discase, 1'e a vampire, crawls
UMith outstretzhed wings o’er the moldy
wo'ls, )
There pover'y dwells with her hungry
hrood,
ild-ayed an demaons for lack of food;
" here sha™e, in a eorner, crouches low;
There viclence deals its c¢iruvel hliow:

Does any one
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And ianocent ones are thus accursed

To pay the price oi another’s thirst.
“Iive cents a glass!” Oh, if that were all,
Tite racrifice would, indeed, be small!
But the money’s worth is the least amount
We pay; and whoever will keep account,
Will learn the terrible waste and blight
That follows the ru'nous appetite.
“Plve cents a glass!” Does any one think
That that is realiy the price of a drink?

Selected

THE FAVOURITD TRADE—Every trade -

has come under Government control ex-
cept the hrewing trade. They must be con-
sulted Dbefore any action is taken. So
writes Mr. P. . Brand, President of the
Essex and Suffolk Brotherhood Federation.
He goes o nto ask, “Why has the Goveru-
ment closed down two hundred mineral
water factories and no brewerles? Why
did the Government prohibit the mineral
-water ‘-manufacturers from making a non-
alcoholic clder but allowed them to con-
tinue the ordinary cider?

“The fact of 1t is that non-alcoholic
droks and the many milk-bars and other
facilities were rivals to the drink trade
before the war, and the brewers are using
the - present oppertunity not only to crush
them out of existence but also to extend
and to perpetuate this golden opportunity
for strengthening this soul destroylng traf-
fic.” Flame

IN MEMCRIAI

Immeasurably gricved were the hearts
¢f Wise Will Deptists whon early in Jan-

S1ke7 eame a sal messaie telling us that

u't Leloved

wife of Rev,

s s'er, Mri. Opal Bingham,
IMelvin Bin ham of Talsn
Ciuiloiui, had hoatd ond Lo lig thosum
mons “Come-up higher.” IFor several years
rrs. Bingham served as the second vice
president .of .the Woman’s MNational Auxil-
ary Convention, In that eipeity and
many other positicns of trust in her state,
ascociational, and local work, she was cX-
ceptionally loyal to missions as upheld by
the Woman’s Auxiliary. eline’y ¢n.hvs-
jastic she drew young pecple and woinen
into the act vities of Voman's Audliary;

fearlessly firm in her Christian convict-
fons she constrained many to “give of
their best to the Master.” Some natures
are so very appealing and responsive that
they are except'onally enjoyed on earth
and equally missed whea they pass into
the Heavenly circle. Certainly this was
true of Mrs. Bingham who for so many
years gave so -freely of her consecrated
talents to bless her home and countless
others as she labored devotedly with her
husband in his pastoral and associational
Wworik,

We can trust, even if we cannot under-

‘stand, the wisdom and love of HIM whom

it has pleased to remove from us. We shall
always remember w'th deep gratitude her
faithful Christian life, her love for all
the intercsts of the church, and especially
her unfailing devotion to the Woman's
Auxiliary, We will emulate her varnest-
ness In the missionary cause, and individ-
uelly and as an auxiliary will endeavor to
carry on the work wh'ch she has lald
down.

It i impossible to say too much concern-
ing Mrs. Bingham’s loyalty and devotlon
to her church and the profound interest
ghe manifestel on all occasions in the
Kingdom of Cod. But these statements
are made with neither desire nor purpose
to enlcegize this worthy woman bhut to bear
a testimony to the glory of God. -Therecfore
in ccmmon with Christ ans throughout
ounr ranks, the Woman's Auxiliary Con-
vertion gives thanks for this unselfish,
hene ffeient 1li%e, tali ng comfort in the
thought that “we shall be joined in heart
and e shall’ meet again!” To Bro. Bing-
ha™. her thrce children, the rest of the
femlv. and the many friends who loved
Mrs, Bingham our hearts goes out in sym-
pathv, cunt ny the comforting Christ-riv-
e reat nnpes “TDeeaure 1 live, ‘she’ rhall
live also.” May all such assurances com-
fort her loved ones and friends, among
whom the Woman’s National Auxiliary
gratefully subscribes its name.

“Forover vith the Lord!
Amen! So let it he!

. Life from the decad is in that word-

Tis immortality!”

Her {riend, Agnes B. Frazier
Nashville, Tennesse¢
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Rev. W. J. Sheppard, 63, of Sciotodale,
Ohio who for the last three years was state
evangelist of the Tree Will Baptist of Oh‘o
died at 3:37 p. m. Tuesday January 16,
in Mercy hospital following an append-
ectomy. IHe entered the hospital six days
ago.

A son of the late Rev. and Mrs. John
Sheppard, Rev. W. J. Sheppard was born
March 6, 1881, in Center Furnace, O. On
Feb. 8, 1902, he was married to Mary Sus-
an Taylor who survives.

Rev. Sheppard was ordained as a Free
Will Baptist minister on Feb. 22, 1919.

Besides his widow, he is survived by
two sons, Sgt. Farl R. Sheppard with tho
armed forces ‘n France and Smith L. Shep-
pard of Green Camp, O., two sisters, Mrs.
Emma Andre and Mrs. Jennie Hayward
of Lyra, and six grandchildren. One son,
John, preceded him in death.

FFuneral services will be conducted at
1 p. m. Saturday at Sciotodale Free Will
Baptist church with Rev. L. E. Colliver
of Ashland and Tev. Walter Ketter of
Sciotodale officiating. Interment v-ill be
in Vernon cemetery under direction of Ed
Erwin. The body will be taken Thursday
to the res'dence where it will remain until
the funeral hour.

The above is an article from the home
paper. Bro. Sheppard was a member of the
General Board of the National Association
of I'ree Will Baptists, also a member of
the Executive Committee of the General
Board. Ile was considered one of the most
valuable men on the Board. He was the
mnst outstanding leader and worker in the
state of Ohio among Free Will Baptists.
The loss of him and his services God alone
can raise Up a man to carry on in his place.
I'rece Wil Baptists all over the states know
there has been a great man taken from our
ranks.

A count showed more than forty-five
ministers of different denominations who
attended the funeral, There were est' matcs
of hetween 1000 and 2500 in attendance
at funeral. The floral expressions were
‘mmence. Bro. Sreppard chose his own
Biblical text for his funeral rites —he
lived the scripture he choge in life, 2 Tim.

" 4:7, “1 have fought a good fight, I have

finished my course, I have kept the faith.”

He has gone on into the eighth verse of
the same chapter,

Can too many good things he did in life
as a husband, father, pastor, evangelist,
and friend to man be mentioned of Bro.
Bill Sheppard? The answer is a positive
No! Heaven alone will reveal what he has
done. When we have been faithful as he
was, and, see our Christ face to face- then
shall we know. even as we are known.

Written by a friend,
Robert B. Crawford

HOOVER—Oliver R. Hoover was born
July 18, 1921 at Oskaloosa, Mo. He was
the second son of Mr. and Mrs. 0. E. Hoo-
ver of Arcadia, Kansas.

While yet a boy, Ralph accepted Christ
as his Saviour at a revival meeting at the
Hannon F. W. B. Church. He continued in
this faith and never wavered nor faltered
in the way.

Ralph was graduated from the Liberal
High School with the class of 1941. On
August 5, 1942 he snswered the call of his
country, enlisting in the U. S. Army Air
Corps, for the greater part of his enlist-
ment, he was stationed at Kelly Field,
Texas.

His comrades proclaimed Ralph to be a
Christian leader among them. He was
able to bear the greatest hardship with-
out complaint, when the service of his
country demanded his doing of disagree-
able tasks.

Ralph ‘was united in marriage to Miss
Mildred Lorraine Pean of Arcadia, Kan.,
October 18, 1943, To this union was born
one son, Raymond Leroy.

When his plane crashed near Burbank,
Calif., Jan. 10, 1945, Ralph departed from
this veil of tears to be with the Lord. He
was 23 years, 5 months and 23 days of age.

Besides his wife and infant son, he leaves
to mourn his untimely departure his par-
ents of Arcadia, Kan.; two brothers, Harold
of the U. S. Army, stationed at San Fran-
cisco, Calif; and ISldon of the home; six
sisters, Mrs. Veretta Stump, Iantha, Mo.;
Mrs. Velma Tillery of Wichita, Kans; and
Marie, Ruby, Ruth and Retha all of the
home, )

He will be missed by a host of other
relatives and friends.
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BLANKS . THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
—_— Dunn - Wolfe

Ministers’ Ordination Blanks .. 1%

Ministers' License Blanks ...... 10¢ {} Ieatly Fitted in Loose-Leaf
Leacons’ Ordination Blanks ... 10e || W5 Hotebook Covers
These Dblanks are 8% x11 inclies, ] A loose-leafl series of 70 lectures out:
and arc suitable for framing. lines on Lhe conduct, and aclivities
We also furnish letter forms for of the minigter, both in the pulpit
a letter from a church to a Quarterly and out, and in every department of
Meeting, Associntion or Yearly Meet- chiurell work. .
b, also from an Association or Year- ’ . bBr. Dunn was the .foundex' of the
Iy Meceting to the State Associatiou, old IHiltsdale Free Wil Baptizt Col-

lege in Michigan and  Dr. Wolde
recontly closed Tl SCHOOL O
THE BIBLE which was “The ou'y

Free Wil Daptist Correspondence

Price Hc each or 6 for 25c

Sehiool™ for nearly H0 years.
Cnly a Limited Supply
Price, post paid, ... $1.00

BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATES

Beautiful Baptismal | Certificates,
8§11 x 531 ‘inches, with a four coloved
lithographed river scene and heautiful
vine border, are now available at
The IPree Will DBaptist Gem, Monett,
Missouri,

A HIZTCLY ¢ THD BIBLD
i Lirs, Copp, L. M, B. D, L. L. B

These are in books of 50, stubbed [
check-boolk style. An Bxecllent Book for Young

Post paid ......... [T $1.00 Liinisters
N VARY LnLrrul, book. The
atchior is e widow of Prof. Johu &,
Co poof the oud Hillsdale Fiee Wi

PTHIY GREAT DOCTRINES Papti=t Coiicge in Michigan  sowme
OF THE BIBLE ety or oy year' ago,
By Willismn Evans Cleth Eound --180 Pages

e ey
This volume is intended as a ground IS Al"p"nr"n(‘c

work or text book in the study of Cnly a Limited Dupply

thology. and is‘ a very careful and lrl‘i('c, post caid €1.00
painstaking setting forth of the great ‘

doctrines of the Word of God, It .
has been used for years in a munber

of Bible schools and training insti-

tutes for Christian workers. Adopted Bulscribe to ‘‘The Gem”

also for group Bible class, or indi- $1.00 per year

vidual use. )

275 Pages, Cloth Covers, $1.50 R Ry R R R Rt Rt e

Order from *‘The Gem'' Monett, Mo. Crder from ‘‘The Gem’’ Monett, Mo.

R R R R R R S S R R
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Price List and Order Blank

Free Will Baptist Sunday School Supplies

...... Class Book No. 1 (for Beginners and Primarfes) - - 25ceach $........
...... Class Book No. 2(Juniors, Intermediates, Young People, Adults)25c each $........
...... General Secretary's Book No. 6 . . . - 75c each $........
...... Large Wall Card (Six Point Credits), Form 8 - - - 3bc each L S '
...... Information Card (Six Point System), Form 9 - .  20c per 50 $........ !
...... Individual Report Slips, Form 10 - - - §$L50 per (pad) 1,000 $........
...... Class Report Envelopes, Form 11 - - - - T5c per 100 $........
...... Request Slips, Form 12 - - - .  20c per pad of 100 §........
...... Monthly Report Blanks, Form 13 . . . . 50c per pad of 100 $........
...... General Secretary’s Report Blanks, Form 14 . . 15¢ per pad of 25 TN
«..... Convention Report Blanks, Form 16 - - . . 75¢ per pad of 60 $§........
...... Superintendent’s Report Blanks, Form 16 . . 40c per pad of 256 §........
...... Visiting Report Card, Form 17 - - - - 26c per 50 $........
IMPORTANT

Please order all supplies by form number. Be sure to state the correct number
and amount desired. Enclose a check or money order with each order.

Order from ‘‘The Free Will Baptist Gem; ' Momett, Missouri

R R P N P A g R P Ry 5 !

The six-volume edition of Jamieson,
Fausset, and Brown Commentary is a-
vailable to you again, after being out
of print for many years. This new ed-
ition contains the Scripture in full,
not to be found in the one-volume ed-
ition, and the exposition is more de-
tailed; also it has the more readable -
original type. 'By comparison, the ex-
position of the four Gospels in this,
six-volume set takes 486 pages against

171 pages used in the one-volume edit-
ion, ‘

The retail price of this new six-vol-
ume edition is a reasonable $25.00, If
you have awaited this purchase oppor-
tunity for years, we are ready to sup-
ply you with the set after November
1, You will not be able to secure it
immediately from any other source.

Send your order for this great six-

* volume Bible commentary, to the Free
Will Baptist Gem.

THE STAR BOCK FOL
MINISTERS

A very helpful book that every
minister needs, contains outlines
for funerals, weddings and many
other services, also parliamentary
rules, and other helps.

Price $1.25

FREE WILL BAPTIST GEM
Published Monthly
$1.00 per year
Send .your Subscription to

The Free Will Baptist Gem
Monett, Missouri

Send for Sample Copies to be dis-
tributed in your Church and Com-




