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5P GOSPEL SERMONS &p

He Is Risen

Mrs. Earnest 0. Griffith Ashland, Ky.

And he saith unto them, Be not affright-
od: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was
crucified: he s risen; he is not here: be-
hold the p'ace where they laid him. Mark
16:6. Ile s risen is one of the facts of the

gospel. When we think of the gospel or
good news or glad tidings we think of it
in terms of threc very important acts of
the Lord Jesus and each of them a fact or
in the plan cf salvation and the lart just
as important as the first. That is the
Birth, Death and Resurrection of Christ.
The plan of salvation would not be com-
plete with one of them missing. The virgin
b'rth of the Jesus is the most beautiful of
any birth in the Bib’e .Our subject was
spoken 1y the angel to the women when
they came  to anoint the body of Jesus
after the crucifixion.

Let us look for a short time at the e-
vents leading up to the time of th's an-
nouncement. Jesus had finished His minis-
Lery. 11e had selected the apostles and
shown by many sirms and wondoers that
truly He was the Son of Gol. He told the
twelve that he must suffer 2nd die and
rise from the dead that the plan of savat-
jon might be complete. Mt. 16-21. He was
hetraved and given into the hands of the
clhief preist¢ and the scribes and the elders
by one v ho wans one of the twelve. How
often it is that the child of God ‘s he-
trayed by one who should be praying for
tr em and upholdinz them, Judas sold the
master for thirty pieces of silver. Mt. 26:
15. He is being sold today by many for
the pleasures of the world. After a mock
1rial TTe was condemed to death and cruc-
itied with two theives one on the -right
and onc on the left that the scripture
might be fulfilled, which saith, And he
was numbered with the transgressors. Is.

£3:12. Illere we have a picture of two
classes of people; one thiei' or sinner turn-
ed with penitent heart and said Lord, re-
riember me when thou comest into thy

kingdom and Jesus said unto him, Verily.
1 say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with
me in paradise. Luke 23-42-43. The other
like so many folk today railed on Him
and doubted gaying, if, oh that little wvord
means so much if, thou be Christ, zave
thyself and us. How often does the devil
place a doubt in the‘(\nin(ls of people with
IF and get them tfo do just as this thief
did and lose their soul? Here was one
rived Decause he believed and one lest
lLecause he disbel eved.’

Now from the sirth hour there was
darkness over all the land unto the ninth
hour. Mt. 27-45. Jesus, when he hal cried
again with.a loud volce, yielded up the
ghost. And Dbchold the veil ol the tembple
was in twain from top to the hottom; and
the earth d'd quake, and the rocks rent:
ond tlie graves were opened; and many
bodies of the saints which s’ept arose, and
came out of the graves after his resurrect-
ions, and went into the holy city, and ap-
peared unto many: Mt. 27-50 53.

When the even was come. there came a
riell man of Arimathaea, named Joseph,
who a'so himself was Jesus' dise’ple: He
went to Pllate, and begged the body of
Jesus. Then Pilate ermmanded the body
to .be delivered. And vhen Joseph had
taken the hody, he wrapped it in a clean
¥inen cloth, and laid it in h's own new
tomb, wh'ch he had hewn out in the rock
aond he rolled a pgreat stone to the door
of the sepulchre. Mt. 27-57-60. An? when
the Sabbath was past, Mary Ma~dalene,
and Mary the mother of james and salome
had bought sweet spices, that they might
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come and anoint him. And very early in
the morning! of the .irst day of the week,
they came unto the sepulchre at the ris-
Ing of the sun. And they said among them-

selves, who shall 111 us away the stone
from the door of the sepulehre: And when
they looked, they saw that the stonc was
volled away; for it was very great. And
entering the sepulchre, they saw a young
man sitting on the rieht side, clothed in
a long white garment; they were affright-
cd. And he saith unto them, Be not af-
frighted ye scek Jesne of Mazaveth, which
crucificd; he is visen: he is not here, be-
hold the place where they laid him, But go
your way, tell his discip.cs and Peter that
Lie goeth before you into Galilee; there
shall ye see him, as he said unto you. Mk.
16-1-7. He ‘s risen. ITere were the words
«f the prophet [ulfilled. But God will re-
d¢eem my soul fom the power of the grave;
for he shall receive me. Ps. 49-15. TFor
thou wilt not leave my soul in he'l; nel-
ther will thou suffer thine Holy One to
see corruption. Ps. 16-10. Jesus had told
the diciples on the mountain of transf g-
uretion that they should te'l no man what
{hey had scen till the Son of Man were
risen from the dead. 1™ 9-9. O hlessed
thourhit that He wos raised grain for our
justification. Fow the heart~ of these wo-
nien must have refoiced as the angel told
them to go tell h'g disciples and Peter that
ha goeth befoe you into Calilee: there
shall ye see him, s he said unto you. Mk.
16-7. Not only will you know hecange I
have toi you but you shall see him. Praise
the Lord. We dp not have to tak%e some-
(ne’s word but, if we scek the Lord we can
soc Him for oursclves. We can know for
curselves not by our natural sight hut hy
¢n eye of faith. Ty His 8p'rit that dwell-
eth in us. These saw him with their nat-
vral vision after he was risen: “NMow when
Jesus VWS risen early the first day of the
week, he appeared first to Mary Magda-
lene, out of who he had cast seven devils.”
Mk. 16-9. To the other Mary: And as they
went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus
met them, saying All hail. And they came
and held him by the feet, and worshipped
him. Then said Jesus unto them, Be not
afraid: go tell my brethern that they go
into Galilee, and there shall they see me.
NMt.28-9-10, To two disc’ples on the way to

Iimmaus, And it came to pass, that, while
they communed together and; reasoned,
Jesus himself drew near, and went with
them. And their eyes were obened, and.
they knew him; and he vanished out of

their sight. Luke 24-15-31, To the cleven,
And as they thus spake, Jesus himsell
steod in the midst of them, and saith unto
them, Peace be unto you. But they were |
terrified and affrighted, and supposed
that they had seen a spirit. And he said
unto them, Why are ye troubled? And why
do thouglhts arise in your hearts? Behold
my hands and my feet, that it is I myself;
handle me and see, for a spirt hath not
ficsh and bones, ag ye se¢ me have. And
when he had thus spoken, he shewed them
Lis hands and his feet. And while they
yet helieved not for joy, and wondered,
he said unto them, Have ye here any
ueat? And they gave him a piece of broil-
ed fish, and of an honeycomb. And he took
it, and d'd eat before them. Luke 24-36-
34, After these things Jesus shewed him-
sclf’ again tp the disciples at the sea of
Tiberias, and on this wisc shewed he him-
self. There were together S'mon Peter,
and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathan-
acl of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of
Zebedee, and two other of his disciples.
Simon Pefcr saith unto them, I go fishing.
They say unto him, We alvo go w th thee.
They went forth, and entered into a ship
intmediately: and that night they caught
nothing. But when morning was now come
Jesus stood on the shore; hut the disciples
knew not thot it vas Jesus. Then Jesus
ga'th uvntn them, Childven, have ye any
meat? They ansvered him, No. And he
said unto them, Cast the net on the right
side of the eh'p, and ye shall fin']. Thoy
cost thoevefore. and now they were not
able to drow it fer the multitudes cof
fish-s. Therefore that disciple whom Jesus
loved sa'th unis Poter, it is the Lord. St
Jn. 531-1-7, He was seen of ahove five hun-
dred hrethern at once; 1 Cor. 15-6, Seen
of Paul, And last of all he was seen of
me also, as of one born out of due timn.
1 Cor. 15-7, Scen as ‘he ascended -up to
heaven by the apostles whom he had chos-
en: To whom also he shewed himself alive
after Ii's passion by many infallible proofs
heing scen of them forty days and speak-
ing of the things perta‘ning to the king-
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dom of God, And when he had spoken
these things, while they beheld, he was
taken up; and a cloud received him out
of their sight, And while they looked stcd-
tastly toward heaven as he went up, be-
hold, two men steod by them in white
apparel; Wh'ch also said, Ye¢ men ot Cal-
ilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven?
This same Jesus, which iIs taken up from
you into heaven, shall so come in like
manner as yc¢ have seen him go into hea-
ven. Luke 2-3-9-10-11, Seen of Stephen,
in heaven, as he was being stoned to death,
But he, being full of the Iloly Ghost, look-
ed up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the
glory of God, and Jecsus standing on the

right hasd ol God. Acts 7-I5. But now is
Chiist .icen from the dead, and begome
the fi.gt Juwits of them that slept. For
since Ly an cane death, by man came
aso ‘hy ¢ ocurroe’on of the dead, For as
in Agiarm all die, even so in Christ shall
ull be rade alive. 1 Cor, 15-20-21, Bless-
ed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ which according to his-abun-
dont mercy hath begotten us again unto
a lively hope by the resurrect on of Jesus
Christ from the dead. 1 Peter 1-3. Ior
i thou shalt confess with thy mouth the:
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine-
heart that God hath raised him from the-
dead, thou shalt be saved. Romans 10-9.

The Gospel of the Risen Christ

By Norman H., Camp

Chicoga, Il

Remember that Jesus Christ of the seced
of Duavid was raised from the dead accori-
ing to my gospel” (2 Tim. 2:8). These
words v.eie wr.tten by the Apostie Paul
to his “dearly Ubeloved son, Timothy, and
cvidently this wonderful fact of the resur-
rection of Christ was foremost in the a-
rostle’s mind as le penned his fourteen
Iinistles, or he preached the Gospel to
both Jews and Gent'les on his missionary
journeys. ITe constantly made known the
powe: of the risen Christ to save the un-
gedly, and the mystery of the ascended
Christ as the IHead of the Church, the
Boly and Bride of Christ, “which in other
aces was noct made known unto the sons
cf men.” (Read Ephesians and Coloss-
‘uns). For this reason, Paul continually
spolre of the Cospel of the risen Chrict
as “‘my gospel” (Rom.2:16; Tim. 1:11).

Parl did not know the man of Galiice.
nor the preacher of Jerusalem, no:r the
e risen, glovif'ed Christ whom he mel
ot thn reat to Damascus. Afterward, he
met I'im in Arabhia and received by rev-
ention this Cospel of the risen Christ
whiech he procla'med as the power ofi
Cod unto salvation (Gal. 1:6-17; Rom. 1:
16). I"e eloried in the cross of the living
Chr'st, because of what Christ had ac-
ermplished for him and every believer Ly
I'ig death and resurrection (Gal. 6:14;

1 Cor. 1:19-24). He determined, where-
cver he went, not to know-anything among
the people , cxcept “Jesus Chlv"i.fst, .(the
risen Christ), and him erace fied’;’:_,(l Cor.
2:2). C

On the day oi Pentecost, the Apostie
Peter emphasized in his sermon the resur-
rectivn of Christ, and duaring his entire
min stry Peter pointed to the risen Christ
as the Oae who alone is able to save.
Throughout the Book of Acts, whenever
the death of Christ is mentioned, immed-
fately it is followed by a declaration of
His resurrcetion, Ilis death is not em-
phasized ner evplained 'n Acts. bt the
fuct ¢ =zalvation throurh faith -in the
1isen Chr'st is magnified. In Acts there.
are 145 references, either directly or in.
dircetly, to the resuirection of Christ,
bhuti oulv 22 references, efither dirsetly
or indirectly, to the crucifixion of Christ.
This Is signif cant. and shou'd stimulate
cvery preacher ol the Gospel to point lost
gsinners to the living Christ who is mighty
to save, (Feh, 7:25).

Th~ Ontsianding Event of H'rtory

The resurvection of the bindy of the
AMan, Christ Jesus, ‘& the outstanding o- )
vent of all’history. Nothing just like it
had ever taken place before and nothing
lite it has occurred s'nce. Millions upon
millions of human beings have been bur-
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ied or destroyed during these nearly 6,000
years since man was created by God, but

uot one of those bodies has been raised |

from its grave, never to dic again, except
the hody of Christ.

It is true that a few mortal bodies have
been restored to natural life, but all such
Lod'es died again, “dust to dust,”” and
sLill romain in their graves. But the body
of Jesus that was nailed to the cross of
Calvary, plerced by the Roman so dier.
pronounced dead by the Roman centurion,
and bur'ed in a tomb by Joseph of Ari-
mathaea, assisted. by Nicodemus, was
quickened inte newness of life by the
JToly Spirit, and brought out of the tomb
three days after its bur’al, never to die
again. In this body of flesh and bones
prepared for IIim when Ile came to this
carth in the likéness of men, Ile now
lives as the Great II'gh Priest to make
intercession for all who confess Him bhe-
fore men (Matt. 10:32; Iieb. 9:24-238),
and one day this very same Jesus will re-
furn to this earth in that body w'th glory
and great power as the King of kings
and Lord of lovds (Tim. 6:15,16; Rev. 19:
11-16).“He only hath immortality.” The
words ‘“‘mortal” and ‘“immortal” refer tn
the hody only, therefore it is not proper
to speak of the “immortal soul.”

This indisputable feet, the greatest e-
vent cf all history, is the heart of the
Clogpel’ and the foundat'on of the Christ
faith, If it is not true. then there is
1o salvation or any hore for a single son
of Adam, The whole race is doomed and
forever lost if Christ was not raised from
the grave, as foretold by the prophets,
promis~d by Chr'st IIimself, and witnessed
by the disciples.

In the fifteenth chapter of 1 Corinthi-
ans, wh'ch deals evelusive'y with the res-
urrection of the body, the Apostle Paul
declares, “If Christ hath not been raised
then is our preaching vain, and your faith
is also vain; . . . ye arc yet in your s'ns.
Then they also which arve fallen asleep in

. Christ have perished” (vs. 14-18,R. V.).
Sinners are saved by a risen, l'ving Man
in the glory, who has all power in Heaven

carth.

What Is The ‘Gorpel?

The Gospel, or Good News,, for lost sin-

and in

ners, which “is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth
(Rom. 1:16), is declared by the Apostle
Paul in the first four verses of this great
resurrection chapter to be simply this:

“That Christ d'ed for our sins according
to the scriptures; and that he was buried,

. end that he rose again the third day ac-

cording

v

to the scriptures.” There are
r~~a~h that “Christ died forv
our s'ns” and nothing else, and think
they are preaching the Gospel. But not
0! This is-not the whole Gospel! Such
preaching gives the hearer the impression
that Christ is dead, and most people th'nk
He is dead. Those who in *‘so-called”
Christian lands often sec a cross on some
church stecple, or in some home, or worn
as an ornament or an insigne by some
people and are reminded of “death’-— a
M- ist. But a dead Christ has no
power to save guilty, weak, condemned
sinners.  Without His resurrection His
death was in vain!

Then it is well to note that Christ not
onlv d'ed for our sins “‘according to the
eeriptures.”” Through the Old Testament
r~ophets Cod made known the manner
of Hisg death, the purpose of Ilis death.
the place of His death; so that Christ
dled in God’s appointed t'me, in God’s ap-
rointed way, in God’s appointed place
and for Go's appointed purpose, in order
that the O!d Testament propliec’es should

Gerad

HOW TO PREPARE SERMONS
AND GOSPEL ADDRESSES
By William Evans

A  volume of practical help for
ministers and theological students,
and also Christian laymen who are
ocalled to the blessed work of preach-
ing the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

174 Pages, Cloth, $1.25

Order from ‘‘The Gem’’ Monett, Mo.
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be Jtalfilled. He could not have died in
any other way than lHe did. He was the
Lamb of God slain before the foundation

of the world (Rev. 13:8); but “when
the fulness of time was come, God sent
forth s Son . . . to redeem them which
v ere under the law” (Gal. 4:4, 5). “Ha

uppearcd to put away sin by the sacrifice
ot himeelf” (Heb. 9:26).

“Chiist died for our sins according to
the scriptures,” and without the Scrip-
tures the death of Christ cannot be fully
understood or appreciated. The O0ld Test-
ament sacrifices in the Tabernacle and
Temple pictured the significance of the
offering, the meal offering, the peace
offering, the sin offering, and the trespass
offering give the fivefold aspect of' the
one offering of Christ on Calvary’s cross;
and that one offering is better understood
as we view it in the light of the Scrip-
cures. “Christ died for our sins according
to the scriptures.” This is the first part
of the Gospel, a very important part, but
cnly a part.

Second: “He was huried.” This is also
important. What was buried? Not His
gpirit! Not Ilis soul! These never died!
e committed IIis spirit to II's IFather
and yielded up the ghost, voluntarily.
Only Ilis body died! Only His body was
har'ed! Only Uis body was raised from
the grave! Ilis bhody had heen wrappe:
with grave clothes, together with a hun-
dred pounds of spices, before it was placed
in Joseph’s new tomb. It was guarded for
three days and three nights by soldiers,
Lecause His enemies were afraid that Iis
disciples would steal IIis body and then
report that He had been raised from the
svave, There can bhe no doubt that the
crucified body of Chrit was buried, inas-
rwuch as H's Sacrificial work was finish-
ed. His last words on the cross were, “lt
is finished.” Why? He pot away sin by
the sacrifice of Tlimself (Heb. 9:26)., He
tusted death for cvery man (1Teb. 2:9).
e paid the penalty of the broken law
(Gal. 3:13). Therefore, His body was
buried. This is part of the Gospel and
should not be omitted. Without death
there is no resurrection, for resurrection
is br'nging back to life that which has
dicd, never to die again. There are some

who try to explain away the resurrection

of Christ by eclaiming that He did not
actually die, but only swooned and then
was x'esuscitatcjri; but such is not the
case. Christ actually died, His body wauax
really buried, and that body was held in
the grave for three days and nights b(;-
fore it was raised from the dead. In that
Lody ITe is living today and will live for-
ever. ‘
Third: The next phase of the Gospel,
which we preach and which is the power
of Cod unto salvation to every sinner who
Lelicves its messaTe, is that the mater’a)
boady of Christ wes raised from the grave
and that Ie is living today in the very
same hody that was put to death on the
cross of Calvary. “IHe arose again the
third day accordine) to tha serptures;
and he was seen.” ITe was seen after Ills
resuarrection by Mary Magdalene at the
sepuleher early in the morning *“when
it was yet dark” (John 20:1-18); He
was scen by the women on their way
hack to Jerusalem from the empty tomb
(Matt. 28:1-9); He was seen by Peto
and by the two disciples ofl Emmaus
(Luke 24:13-35); He was seen by eleven
of the disciples on the evening of that
day in which Ile arose, and’ Ile asked
them to handle ITim, which mo doubt
they did, for John declares in his TWirst
Tpist'h: “That which was from the De-
ginning  which we have heard, which
we have seen with our eyes, which we
have looked upon and our hands have
handled, of the Word of life’” (1 John 1:
1-3). Fvidently John referred to the risen
Christ. for in chapter five of this Eplstle.
fie declares: “This is the record, that God
hath given to us eternal life, and this
Jife is in his Son. ITe that hath the Son
hath 1*fe; and he that hath not the Son
of God hath nnt life” (1 John 5:10-13).
We have the record of eleven appear-
ances of Christ to Ilis disciples after IIis-
resurrection and Dbefore His ascension,
and seven appearances after Iis ascension.
Fut very likely there were other times
when He showed Iimself alive, for in
Actg 1:1-3 we read, “He showed himsclt
alive after his passion by many infall'ble
proofs, being seen of them forty days, and
sr-eaking of the things pertaining to the

kingdom of God.” °~ After appointng His
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digeiples as witnesses of His resurrection

in Jerusalem, Judea, Samarin, and the

uttermost part of the carth, when Je had

spoken and while they were locking, He
wes taken up into Heaven, and sat dovn
on the right hand of the throne o the
majesty in the Ileavens as a g-ect gnd
merciful *Iigh Priest, as our Advocate
#5 the one and only Mediator, and as our
mighty Lord and Saviour. Therc is none
other, for no other man has been raised
from the dead and is “alive for evermore.”
Me is able to save to the uttermost alt
@I come unto God in Ilis name, “‘secing
he ever Itveth to make intercession for
them

"

The Resurrection Den’ed
The preaching of the resurrection of
the ho'y of the Lord Jesus Christ has 2l-
ways been opposeq by revigious sinners.
Why? Read the third and fourth chapters
of Acts, The priests, and the captain we'e

grieved that the disciples taught the
people, and “preached through Jesus
‘e resurrection from the dead.”” WheT

azked hy what power, or in what name
the lame man was ma’e whole, Peter re-
plieq that it was in the name of Jesus
Chyrist of Nazareth, “whom ye crucified,
whom God raised from the dead,” and
then he added: “Neither ‘s there salvation
in any other: for there is none cther name
under hcaven, given among men, wheveby

we must be saved.” (Acts 4:;12).

PERSONAL SOUL WINNING

A guide to the most effective

methods of winning men to Christ
by William Evans

“That the individual Christian may
be prompted, encouraged, and equipped
to do this kind of Personal Soul-win-

ning work, is the purpose of this
book. The leading scripture refer-
ences have been made to stand out

distinetly from the main body of type
“in order that they- may be easily
loeated.”

192 Pages, Cloth Covers, $1.25

Crder from ‘““The Gem’' Monett, Mo.

Again in the 5th of Acts, we read that
Peter spoke to the high priests and the
members of the couneil, saying, “The God
of our fathers raiseq up Jesus, whom ye
s'ew and hanged on a tree. Him hath God
cxalted with his right hand to be a Prince
and a Saviour, for to give repentance to
Isracl, and forgiveness of sins. And we are
witnesses of' these things.” Then follows
this statement: “When they heard that,
they were cut to the heart, and took coun-
sel to s'ay them'” (vs. 30-33). It is not the
death of Christ that troubled these re-
ligiors sinners, but H's resurrection; and
so it is teday, if the whole Cospel 1s
preached, ’

In the 13th chapter of Acts, we have
the account of Paul's sermon in the syn-
izogue in Antioch of Pisidia, wherecin he
crphasized  the resurrection of Christ,
ovoting from the Psalms to show the ful-
f"Iment of propheey in that “God ratsed
b1 from the dead.” Then were the Jews
filled with envy, and “spake against those
things which wera spoken of Paul, con-
tradicting and blaspheming.” (v 45).
Alsn tim Jews “stirred up the devont and
hororable women, and the chief men of
the c'tv, ang raised persecution arainst
T'aul and Barvabas, and expelled them out
of their coasts” (v. 50).

This js the message that makcs pecple
mad or makes them glad! This is the Gos-
pel that means salvatin to those who be-
lieve it and receive the risen Christ as
Lord, or greater econdemnation tp those
who reject Iim. Wherever Paul went in
his  missionary journeys “he preached
Jesus and the resurrect'on” (Acts 17:3.
18). On Mars’ Hill he closed his address
by boldly deelaring that God ‘“hath an-
peinted a day, in which He will judge the
world in righteousness by that man vwhom
Iie hath ordained; whereof he hath given
assurance unto all men, in that he hath
ra'sed him from the aead” (vs. 21). This
message cavsed ditFgion. fome maoacked,
soma wer~ indifferent. some belicved (vs.
22-%34). Thug it has been from that dav
to this, What is the result? Those who
belieye are saved, for the Gospel of Christ
is the power of God unto salvat'on ¢
that believeth (Rom. 1:18).
Without the power of God therc is no sal-
vation, but merely a formal religion which |

rreTvann
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deceives ang destroys the soul. With the
power of God there comes the assurauce
of salvation, the joy of salvation, and the
hope of salvat’on. The one who is really
saved knowg it, and shows it, and looks
forward to its glorious consummation.
The hope of salvation does not denotao
uncertainty, as some have thought, hut
s a joyful anticipation of the consum.
mation -of the believer’s salvation when
body, like unto the glorified body of

(hirist, and shall be ushered into the new
Leavens and the new earth,” wherein
dwelleth righteousness, and in which
there will be no pain, or tears, or death,
or disappointments, hut all things will
he forever new. This and much more 1s
the portion of those who hear and bel'eva
the Cospel of the Risen Christ.

“Relieve on the Lord Jesus Christ (the
risen One), and thou shalt be saved, and
thy house.”

"Newness
By Douglas M. White

of Life

Wrightsville, Ga. l

UNQUESTIONABLY the resurrection of

Jesus Christ is the cardinal doctrine of
Christianity. Upon this fact Christianity

stands or fa'ls. It ‘s the onec distinctive
doctrine which differentfiates bhetween
Christianity and all man made religions.
1t stands ot the heart ang core of all true
mankind. Without it we are still in our
sins and of all men most to be p'tied.

Yet I wonder if our consideration ot
it has not too freauently stopped with
the fact that, bec2usa we are trust'ng a
risen Christ, we thereby have forgziveness
of sins and eternal life. That is all glov-
iously true, of course. Nothing fturther
cenidl be said if that were untrue.

At the same time the purposse and valne
of the Nesurrection is not by any means
cxhausted with regene-at’on. The pro-
rressive steps of Christ’an experience, as
tanght in the Book of Romans, show that
we are justified by the Resurrection.
(Rom. 4:25), Then the iustif’ed ones are
tc be identified with Christ in IIis death,
burial, and resurrection, the outcome of
which s that we are to “walk in newne s
of life” (Rom. 6:4).

The hereafter was settled when we be-
lfeved God concerning the risen Christ,
and that faith was imputed to us for
righteousness (Rom, 4:24). The herc and
now is taken care of when we are
experimentally or experientally, located in
Christ. That is the power that operated
in Christ when He was raised from the
dead, operates daily in the lives of those
who would walk “in newncss of life.”

Too often peoble become satisfied to
enjoy the lmpé of eternal life, with con-
sideration only for the hereafter, with-
out, havine any desire for or intention of
living a new life by that same power in
the here and now. Any view of the Res-
urrection that does not include the life
which now is. along with that which is
to come, is partial and incomplete.

Paul could say with conviction, “I know
whom I have believed, and am persuaded
that he is able to keep that which I have
committed unto h'm asainst that day”
(2 Tim. 1:12), but he did not stop there.
The intense longing of his heart, which
was ths result of the foregoing assurance,
was, “that I may know him (not in the
rorgiveness of sins, that was already taken
care of), »nd the power of his resurrec-
tion” (Phil. 3:10). 1le wanted that res-
urrection power, which w’lL change our
hodies of humiliation at is veturn (vs.
20-21), to operate in him throughout the
remaining days of his mortal life, which
it did.

At the same time Paul also acknowl-
edged that this could only become a re-
ality as he entered into the “fellowship
of his sufferings, bheing made’ conform-
able unto his death” (v. 10). Al of this
complaments RPomans 6.

It is not sufficient that we stop with
the reality of the new hirth for a lost hu-
manity, as we look into the empty tomb.
Let us rejoice that, hecause death conld
not hold Him cabtive, we not only have
life forever but liberty for today. May
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our hearts burn within us as He empowers
us, by His indwelling presence made poss-
ible by the Resurrection to ‘walk in
newness of lfe.”” IHow can we selfish.y
claim all that the :isen Christ has to offer
in the way oi deliverance from hell, and
be unwiliing to stretch ourselves upon
the cross, let the old self-life be laid in
the tomb, and be content to he submerged
in Him and thus be conformed to the im-
age of His Son?
Cod’s ultimate
Christ from the dead
our experience untit
power is manifested in
Fic has redeemed. The power to redeem
a lost worlq will never he revealed to a
until we who have been just-
ified freely by His grace learn to walk,
step by step, “in newness of life.”
The resurrectiin of Christ fromi the dead
promises eternal salvation and present
victory. At the clos> of that great dissert

in ra‘sing
is not realized in
His resurrect on
the lives of those

objective

lost world

tation on this theme, Paul exclaims
“Thanks be to God which giveth us the
victory through ocur Lord Jesus Christ.”

(1 Cor. 16:67). I like the rendering.
“Thanks be to Cod who always causeth
us to triumph in Christ.” It is not simply
a victory over death at the close of this
I fe but, in view of that, we have daily
victo.y over sin which is the strength of
death. On the basis of this promise, re-
sultant of course flrom the Resurrection,
Paul concludes w th his great challenge
to steadiastness, undying devotion and
consecrated service to Christ (v. 58). It
i5 thus that we “wa.k in the newness of
life.” Just as our relationsh p to Him set-
tles our eternal destiny so cur relationship
to Him each day determines our walk.
Cod for a risen Chr'st who walks
with us and in us as we pursue our pil-
e2rim
“Now the God of peace, that brought
again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
you perfect in every good work to
his w'il, working in you that which
is well pleasing in ‘his sight, through Jesus
Christ; to whom Dbe glory forever and
eyer ! S el 513205210,

Let us “walk newness of life.

Thank

iourney.

make
do

N

in

An Easter Message

Rev. C. E. Riggs, Moderator of the

Rev. C. E. Riggs

He is not here; for He is risen, as He
said, come see the place where the Lord
lay. Matt. 28:6,

Wolverine Association of F. W. B.
The most glorious announcement that
was ever made to mankind was the posi-

tive stated fact by the angel at the tomb,
where Jesus had been laid, He is not here
for Ife is risen.

statements in
them glor-

There are four
this verse of scripture, all of
truths. First, He is not here. (The
grave is not the abiding place). Second,
For He is risen (not moved by other hands

separate

ious

but with life in himself}. Third, As He
said (not an unexpected unknown truth,
but something He had' taught them).
Fourth, Come sce (don't accept rumors

and myths, but see for yourself).

When we place a dear one in the tomb,

we as natural men, expect it to remain
there and often visit the tomb and hold
that place as sacred to our hearts. So the

the women that come to Jesus’ tomb came
to show esteem of Him and to annoint His
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body.
The horror of death has always been

man’s greatest dread, That man can live
and be active and possess the qualities of
enjoying life, can see, hear, feel, taste
and smell, can move, go from place to
place and loves and appreciates all of these
qualities; yet when that great enemy death
overtakes him all these are gone.

There is in man and always has been a
great anxiety and longing to know that
life extended beyond this sphere, that just
a few short years of life on earth was not
all.  Job expressed the thought of every
heart, when he asked, “If a man die shall
he live again?’ That question was fully
answered by the angel, “He is not here”.

The women that went to that tomb to
annoint the body of Jesus, expected to find
a cold lifeless form, which they would,
with grief stricken hearts and loving hands
annoint, but instead of a pale lifeless
corpse, they found an empty tomb for “He
is not here”.

“He is risen,” this statement gives the
reason for Him not being there. The skep-
tic may say, as did the chief priests, that
the body was carried away, but no, He is
risen, His body is not cold and lifeless in
death any more, He is alive and active a-
gain, it was not other hands that moved
Him, but life and power in His own body.
Oh! glorious fact, oh blessed assurance the
tomb is not a prison, from which there is
no relief, but man can and will live again,
as He said.

We find on at least three different oc-
casions, Jesus positively said that He
would rise from the dead the third day.
Matt. 16;21; 17:23; 20:19. The unusual
and out of ordinary sometimes happens to
men and with men, but they had no know-
ledge of it until it had occured, but Jesus
knew and said that He would rise again,
this reminded to the disciples should dis-
pell every doubt and reassure them that
He was truly the Christ.

“Come see the place where the Lord lay”
to fully convince them that He was not
there and that He had risen, the angel
asked them to come see, look for yourself,
be thoroughly satisfied that this tombh is
empty, it is just the place where the Lord
had been lain, but He is not here now.

God wants His people to see and know

the truth. Jesus said before His death,

“Ye shall know the truth and the truth
shall make you :.<e.” John 8:32. In the
28th verse of this chapter He said“ When
ye have lifted up the Son of man, then
shall ye know that I am he” so God know-
ing that the faet of the resurrection of
Christ was the crowning truth of the gos-
pel, and that His disciples were to be wit-
nesses of this fact, He wanted them to see
with their own eyes that Jesus was not im
the tomb. If we have a valuable or cher-
Ished article of some kind, perhaps its a
present from a friend or a loved one and
we lay it away in a place where we think
it is secure and we tell sSomeone else where
it is and tell them go get it and they go,
‘and return and say it was not there, we
would not be convinced until we had look-
ed for ourselves, Jesus was the most prec-
ious friend and dear one the disciples had
ever had, so when they went to the place
where they had laid Him and the angel
told them He was not there, He knowing
the anxiety of their hearts told them,
“Come see the place where the Lord lay.”
I am glad that the disciples wanted
proof that Jesus had risen from the dead,
it shows and proves to the world they were
sincere and honest and that Jesus was not
what the Jews said He was, a deceiver.
If they had been too anxious and ready
to accept the report of the resurrectien it
would have given the Jews an argument
to disprove the resurrection. The chief
priests and Pharisees came together unte
Pilate and saying, sirs we remember that,
that deceiver said while He was yet alive,
after three days 1 will rise again. Matt.
28:62-63. But the anxiety, uncertainity
and unwillingness to go right out and an-
nounce the resurrection until they had the
poitive proof, proves that they did not ge
and steal His body from the tomb.
What are some of the proofs of the res-
urrection of Christ? Let us consider ae-
cepted facts: It is an accepted fact in both
literary and sacred history that Jesus did
live in the world and that He was crueci-
fied by the Roman authority, persecuted
by the Jews, and that He was burried and
that His body was gone from the place
where it was laid, His bitterest enemies
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(the Jews) admit these facts.

-Since the Jews and -the Romans are the
ones that disputed the fact of the resur-
rection and since they . were responsible
for His/death and they had all of the au-
thority to investigate and prove that IHe
was  carried away by His disciples and
execute judg tement upon the ones that stole
His" body, why did "they not do this? It
would have Dbeen  impossible for the dis-
(11)les to have stolen the body from :the
tomb the way it was guarded and' secuied
and it would have been impossible for them
to have secreted the body where it could
not be found.

, The mast positive an(l undemablc proof
01’ the 10§u]10ct10n of Chnst -excepting the
pexsonal testimony of His dlsmplcs and the
demomtlutlon of the devine power of God,
(which the dlsput‘,l will not.accept) is the
fact that just 50 days after it. occurred
Peter stood before a great multitude of the
ones that were giilty of Hl% death ones
that were eye witnesses of all that ocecury-
ed and understood all of .the circumstances
and Sdld “Ye men of Isarel, hear these
woxds ‘Jesus of Nazar eth, a man approved
oi‘ ‘God among you . by miracles and signs
qnd wonders, which God.dld by Him in
the midst of you,
know;. Him being delivered by tlxe deter-
minate consul and tmelmowledge ot God,

Free Will Baptist Gem

as ye youdselvcs also,

ye have taken and by wicked hands have
Whom ‘God
hath raised up, having loosed the\pains' of

taken and crucitied and slain;

death; because it was not possible that He
should he' holden of it. Acts 2:22.93-24.
Notice, Peter told them that they were the
ones that crucified and slain the Lord, and
then holdly declared that God had raised
Him from the dead. And when they heard
this they were convicted and there was
about three thousand of them saved on
that day. If Peter had heen fabricating a
myth before this multitude that were eye
ivituesses of His crucifixion, there certain-
ly would not have been so many accepted
the truth and been converted. o
The tact of the resurrection of Christ is
the hope of the world, it proves that the
grave is not the victor; it takes sting out
of death. Christ said that Ile would rise
from the dead and He did, And He also
said that we and all mankind \\ould rise

from the dead (or be changed) Joln 5:
28-29; 1st Thess. 4:15-16-17; 1st.. Cor. 15:,
51-52.

Since His‘prophecy concerning His res:
urrection became a. transpired fact, just
dhat sure will His prophecy concerning
our resurrection )ecome a tx'mspned fact..
Thank God “He is not here” (in the. tomm..
for .He is risen.

God’s Plan of Redemption

Rev. J. A. Davidson

Antlers, Okla

After a careful study of the Bible for
more than 30 years, and reading many
phamp.ets put out by qilferent denom
ix(atimm and having cons derable e per-
ience in public discussion and after being
‘solicited by so many of my brethern, to
write a small book ent'tled “God’s Plan
for ‘the Redemption of Man as it is Re-
vealed 1n the Bible.” Iirst we want to be
legical and above all th'ngs to heed our
Saviour's words, John - 8:32, “And ye shall
know the-truth, and the truth shall make
you {ree” Then if truth makes us free,
then ervor certainly will not .make us free.
First: we. shail. have to give Bible proof
IR R : - .

en the n.otuie ¢f man n life aad the st_atd‘.
el man in death as the Bible teaches thai
it takes reseneiation and lvinzy a un c

izn lfc until (’.c'ath to qua i’y .nv&,no
inherit etorne o Mo owan tolnl y
in Adam Lath soul and bhody. Gen.’

“For in the day that thou eatest ther‘égﬁ
thou shalt surely die.” This was sl)"}'i‘pllzil
ceath @3 Adam’s physical life was 930
years. Gen. Yes he died in trespass,
which is sin; and [ want you td- notice that‘l
this- death was the penalty for'sini“a cor-’
poral death that Adam died at the age~of
%320 yeavrs was the result of sin. Gen. 3-22."
“And’ the Lord God said, behold the man’

5-5,
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is become as one of’ us to know good and
evil; and now lest he put forth his hand
and take aiso of the tree of life and cat
and live forever; v, 23, Therefore the Lord
God scut him forth from the garden of
Eden tg till the ground from whence he
taken., Reader I want you to notice
that God scparated the natural man from
the tree of life where hie sent him out of
the garden. If Adam or any other physical
leing could get one b'te from the tree of
life he would live forcver., The flaming
sword that wag placed cast of the garden

was

“of. Bden was the Gospel .in full in all of

LS powers to save the -“world if onty the
world woulq meet the egndit'ons. It being
placed east of the garden sigmified the
glotious sunrise of the blessed  hopa of

) ctérnal life, however I want you to not'ce

that the natural man was not in reach of
the tiee of life neither will he be in all
Lis natural I'fe. “Dust thou art and unto
dust shalt thou return.” Gen. 3-19. In other
vords God transplanted the tree of life
into the spiritual kingdom and as the hu-
man - body does not reach the spiritual
stzte until the resurrection however there
is eternailife for the spirit in Jesus 1°
John 5-12. “H¢ that hath
life: and he that hatr not the Son of God
hath not life. When God made man he
cambined two eclements Gen. 2-7. dust,
and sp'rit, one literal. and one spiritual,
one distinetible, the other indistinctible,
The body is God formed, the sp'rit God
preathed, T know that some peop'e Will
criticise this definition and we arc giving
the orig'nal Iebrew word.
Anq it was. translated to any invisible
substance, powers or heingz, however th's
TIUACIT came from thé interior
mighty God for the simple reason that
he breathed it into man. This teaches us
that man is dual heing composed of ma-
terial and spiritual.
sniva’y word, Joh

32-8 “But there is a

spirit in man; and the inspiraton of the-

Almighty giveth them understanding,
Oh. no, this ‘s not wind if it were all an-
imals would havé inspiration of” under-

tand nz. The arostle wrote 1 Corv. 15-44
)"st clauge, < Thare is a natural hody and
ﬂ](\xe is a spir'tual bhody.” Heh.12-9. Fur-
Uicrmore we hdve had fathers of our flesh
which corrected us and we gave them rev-

the Son hath

(RUACII). .

of Al-

Let us study the in-

Chall

subjection to

we not much rather he in
" " (RN
the father of spu‘it and hvc'

fo see some um(, hguu, hlb

cirence.

I woulu like
body oi dust and wing out of this .inspired
statenient. 3.t so.aeong may ask, Iow. can
God be the father of ail spir.ts..Zech.12-9;
“The burden of the word of” the Lord for
Israel saith the Loid God wlich sticicheth:
forth the heavens and layeth the found-
ation of the earth and formeth -the spir.t
of man within him.” By this. we.under-
siand that physical Dbodyl is propagated
a3 other creatures of - the.earth but- God

forms the spirit in man. This truth is
verified in KEcel. 12- “Phen: shall the
dust return to the carth as it was-and

thie spirit shall return to. God who gave
it.” - Jesus told the penitent - malefactor,
L. 23-43, “Verily I say uuto:thec. -today
shalt thou Pe with me in paradise.’” The
body,is mortal,
6-12-8-11. 1 Cor. 15-48, When Adani’and
Lve transgressed God’s law they hecame
dyineg souls in other words they were dead
in sin void of eternal tfe and like pro-
duces 1'ke they could impart to their
posterity only that they possessed them-
sclves hence, lost without a redcemer.
"ewever the Godhead hal a planready,
formulated that woujd savelallimwhosoever:
God said by the pen of Isiah in Is'ah

“ILook unto.me and. he ye saved,
all the ends of the carth: for I. am ijil,
and there is none els?” We want to state,
at this t'me that there was -only, onc.plan
aareel upon and it is given to. us in .the
Bible .One plan for all and all far, one

will,
45-22,

plan. If God has ever changed that. plan
the DBible does not mention if, we .are,

taught. Ileh, 13-8, “Jesus Christ the,sme
vesterday, today and forever.” the, apostle
Peter said, Aects. 10-24, £0Of a truth I.per
ceive that God is no respecter.of porsons;.

"y, 25. Pt in every nation he that feargth

him, and worketh nghtooucno% is a(‘oopt(‘(l
vwith him.” When God made thv' (*ovmmnt
with Noah it was hased on sml'itn'ﬂ powcr
Cen. 6-2 when he mado tho (‘()von'ml WIIh
Ahraham it was qpnitu’ll
redeemer and all the 10(1001110(1 01‘.
Gal. 3-29, “And if yeo l)o (‘In’m(

Yo ara Aln‘ah'lms sce(l 'md henq .u‘('ordo
ing to the promise,’ res d("v. lon t Lhink
that Qod’s promisc of Canaan fo Al)l'lh'lm

and Ins sced was the only 1‘.:recmicnt irl
1. IR K]

(‘nrth
thvn

the spirit immortal. Rom. -

Pointmg o f'L.



Page 14

Free Will Baptist Gem

April, 1945

that covenant, for in the first part of that
covenant Gen. 12-3 “And I will bless them
that bless thee, and curse him that curseth
tiree; ang in thee shal] ali families of the
earth be blessed.” Now God’s covenant
with Isrtael was a literal covenant bhased
on obedience to the law, it did not save
‘anyone neither diq it keep anyone from
f:elng saved. Paul said. ““it was our school
masters to bring us to Christ”, Gal. 3-24
{u short, its to repremand the transgressor
Cod has changed his covenant from fieshly
Israel to spiritual Israel or we miglt say
the old one cease] to be. and the new one
ook its.place, the old one was written on
tables of stone, Duet. 4:13, the new one
in the heart, Jer. 31:33,. one written by

" the finger of Cod. Exod, 31-18, the other -

hy the spirit of God. 2 Cor. 3-3, the first

for the natural man, the second or last
one for the spiritual man, however these
changes did not effect the plan of salvat-
fon. When you figure out a, plan that does
not include all nations from the fall.of
man, you had better figure it again if you
Legin it with Abraham or even Israel you
are too far this way. If you begin it with
further away in fact the farther this way
you get, the more preposterous your argu-
ment becomes, God’s promises is as good as
the fulfilltnent. Enoch’s trust in God’s
vierd, TTebo 31-60 “Abraham believeq God
and it was counted unto him for right-
cousness. Rom. 4-3, Paul said, Believe on
the lord Jesus Chr'st. and thou shalt be
saved. Acts 16-30.
Fld. J. A. Davidson
Antlers, Okla., Bo‘i 3237

Doctrines

Rev. T. H. Willey

of Devils

Pinar el Rio, .Cuba

Our Free Will Taptist Missionary

We have, of all the subtle d'abol cal
teachings, sp'ritu: lism, centered around a
eader called a Brujo. It very oten takes
the form o voodooism brought over by
the Tlacian negrocs imported to Cuba te
cut sugar cane. It is in the intense crav.ng
of their spiritual natuve, This doctrine
of devils was embraced and carried by
clever uneducated Cutans until it has pen-
ctraterl to the most hidden valleys, where
there are no roads. The 'orm taken ‘s of
cd Lo the most h dden valleys, where there
#ve no rods. The form taken is that of
grng inlo a trance until the person is
in the state of riror nn-tis.

The Brujo, also c¢laims power to cure
by setting a glass of water beside the s'ck
sues. Naturally many of them die without
aid, .unwilling to call a medical doctor.,

There is much of this, tp a fanatical ex-
tent, fn the Cangre. This is the neighhor-

f:00d of the Bible Seminary of'.The Cedars -

of Lebanon Freen Will Baptist Bible School.
Ged has permitted us to break in on this
fearful practice just a few weeks aga, .
" *Me man, with whom I have had oc-
casion to do bus'ness for the School, ex-

the Bible and
‘ Bat

pressed hig confidence in

to'd me that he had one. ITe said,
I nced somcone to teach me this Bock and®
there are many here that need to know

it. Can’t ynu come or send some one to
preach?” He continued, My wife is crazy,
demon possessed, the result of th's vooioo-
fsm and the only way I have found to
brin< her out of these spells is to read the
Pible to her.” )

Iina’fy after much persistency in de-
manding a teacher, one of our students
and a rarpenter employed at the School
went. The man and his wife and two oth-
ers| were definitely converted and 4
preachine hall was opened.

TLast Sunday, I attended the service with
abont 30 packed in the hall. All stood up
exnrevsing their desire to follow Christ,
This man ‘s one of importance in that
communitv and has a truck. Filling the
truek with neonle, he took them ‘to the
rchool that they mipght hear Bro. Josue,
onr profecenr of the seminary, evprund
the word. The visit was all unexperted on
the nart of those at the school, out sus-
pending studles, Josue preached to them.
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The work is reaching the proportions
of a real revival. God is moving., The only
answer to the challenge is a group of stud-
ents, consecrated and preparving at the
Bible Seminary to go out into all the sur-
reunding towns.

These boys and girlg, twelve of them,
will soon be going into their preaching
missions throughout the province. They

have come to us from the futhermost pro-
vinece of Orient. The Province of Santa
Clara and-the Province of Matanzas. Pray
that God shall send us additional conse-
crated students this fall to push the battle
for souls. They are our only answer to
the eitors of doctr nes of devils and fanat-
fsm as it abounds in Cuba. ~

Paying the Price of the Offeringm

When Dav!d displeased God by number-
inz the children of Israel Araunah offercd
to give David his threshing floor as a
rface to offer burnt offerings but David
sa'd, “1 will not take that which is thine
for the Lord, .nor offer burnt ofieringp
without cost.” 1 Chron. 21:24.

Yer how many teday are letting some
one else pay all of the expence of God’s
services and still they expect God to an-
swer their prayers. ‘

I was czlmost made to weep the other
day when we nceded Rev. J. E. Yandell
for a meeting and he told us that he had
been pick’'ng cotton.

T thought of the thousands of parents,
their children and grandchildren that he

ha! Lep: out of Tiel by his preaching ana
prayeis. Many of them have their gooil
bomes and money in tha bank wh le their
picks cotton and

o

old servant ol God
precches v hen hn can.
I fecl that Cod has placed this message
on my her t and if you are guilty 1 hope
vou vil' snvare your account with God by
scudfn;: Brother Yandell or any other
ni'nister that you fect indebted to an of-
fering, Rev. J. E. Yandell’s address is
Loute 2 Box 285-A Tirchaugh, California
A Co-worker,

) Rev. A. B. Talbert
617 Vermont
Turlock, California

The National Association

Enterprise Department

Rev. Robert B. Crawford, Executive Secretary National Association
3609 Richland Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee

PLACES AND DATES FOR CHRISTIAN WORKERS INSTITUTES

ALABAMA, SYLACAUGA,
MISSOURI, FLAT RIVER,
TENNESSEE, NASHVILLE,
MICHIGAN, HIGHLAND PARK,
MISSISSIPPI, TUPELO,

GEORGIA, ‘'PHENIX CITY, ALA. ........
Expect an article announcing teachers for these Institutes,
the place and date of the Institute closest to you.

MAY 718
MAY 21, JUNE 1
JUNE 4-15
JUNE 1829
JULY 16-27
JULY 30, AUG. 10
I want you to have
We do expect you to make a sac-

rifice if needs be to avail yourself of this service. Make every effort to be prcscm

and help others to attend,
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& Missionary Department D

[{ev Winford Davis, Chair.=Treas. National Board, Monett Me.

REPORT NATIONAL FOREIGN MISSION

Bv Rev. Winford Davis  Chr.-Treas.

_ Receipts for the month of Feb. 1945
National Auxiliary Convention

e e e s $60.11
Pikeville Church, Pikeville, K¥. ..u.v'uuurens 7.0
Lancaster Church, Lancaster, S. C. ...ooovuun i . 2500
East Nashville Church, Nashville, Tenn.’ .........co.oriueio, 20.00
Coffers Chapel, Nashville, TeN. .....oouvuiiirnn e 11.23
Ashland City Church, Ashland City, Tenn. ............ooeomooooo 20.40
Offering taken at F. W. B. Bible College, Nashville, Tenm. .......ooeevvvennnn. 28.00
Hopewell Chureh of Temn. ............ouoviiiinneesnnnnni, e e 25.00
Loyal Chapel Columbia, Tenn. ................00o''''e 40.15
Cordova Church, Cordova, Alabama ........ ................................. 50.27
Oakman Church of AlADAma .....ooovneurur i 16.75
Birmingham Church, Birmingham, Alabama ............ .. ... 0. iereieireinns 51.40
Faivview Church of Alabama ................ .00 26.00
Leads Church, Leads, Alabama ................0.oeo 27.30
Eldridge Alabama Free Will Baptist Orphanage ............c.0vveiirrievinnen. 16.17
Oak Grove Ohurchi of AlABAMA .......ivintsr s, 45.00
um Springs Church of Alabama ......... ... .. . 16.35
Boston Church of Alabama .................. O 70.17
Union Grove .Church of Alabama .................. e e 11.00
Pine Grove Church of Alabama ...............o'oeeeeii, e, 26.00
Pine View Church of Alabama ..o....ooovuirninnen 19.00
Folley Church of Alabama ...........oeuiiereren e s, 10.53
Ot‘telmg taken at service held in high school building, Summerdale, Ala. ........ 10.88
Elsanore Churell of AIQDAMA . .vvrvrinnenin vt 35.58
Christian Home Church of FIOTIAD ...ov'uervrerr s e 13.28
East Tupelo Church, Tupelo, Mississippi voov v e e 50.00
Bethlehem Church of TeMNeSSEE ..............o'e'ers e 11.41
West Nashville Church, Nashville, TeNN. .........uonrrre e 12.48
Altona Church of OIHO «.vnenint ittt e e e 5.00
Hickory Grove Church of Florida 7.56

State of Oklahoma 105.20

Free Will Baptist Cliuich, Des Plaines, I ...uuvnnre it sneiieseneenns 18.40
S. P. Easley Portales, New MeXiCo ..uuruutnetenrnssnear s nsreeneneans 10.00
JState of North CaroliNa ..ot 201.15
D, J. O’Donnell, Ashville, AlRDAMA + 0t tinnnee e es e e e 25.00
Mrs. Flora Prater, Lackey, KY. vuuururtor oo e i 1.00
,United Free Will Baptist Churchi of AlabDama ......oereeenrinrnrnrenrerneeeenns 5.45
BIrs. B F. Traut, Tola, TeXas .ovntitiniinie it reetre s ernanns 10.00
Quarterly Meeting First Mission Ass'n. of OKlahoma .........ovovivrenenennnn, 60.83
}V_Qlycriﬂc Association of Michigan ........ ... i i 126.65
;Wolverine Association of Michigan .........c... i iiiiiiiiiiiiir i eninnns. 126.65
Missouri State Association ....................... e e 360.24

Total ....: e e e
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Foreign Missions
Receipts for the month of Feb. 1945

Shibleys Point Church ..........c.cviiiieririnaens e e et s $3.20
Green Grove CHUFCH . vvvttiin it erueinsenonensnsssasesorsasnastasessans . 770
Offering taken in Melthodist Church, Purdy, Mo. .......cocivevnennenans ... 3961
Hickory Grove CRUFCH .vvvvvrveenereeniinirseorans e 9.00
Sunday Schcol of Muddy Church ........ciiiiiiiiiiiiierenaneensnsnaannenen. 10.07
ALY CHUFCH v teereeres eeneatsaaenseneenaeanonararscsoneenasareranansacs 14,01
Offering taken at the Blue Eye Church ...... ... oiiiiviiiiiianiiirnaneenn, 40.19
Fowler Union Sunday School ...iiiivieriinneiirnrsnnestrasarentneessons 2.00
Independance CHUFEll «..vivesvnitnnneonestarenaecaanosannans S 23.57
Blue Bye ChUFCh ..vvviurneuieriiirieresinianesosonnesrons e e 2.25
Offering taken in the Church of God, Crane, Mo. .....cviviiiniiiiiieicnnnes . 30.16
GOolden 00K CHUICIL v unvnvneuseneenossesioosasssstastnsasessasessiossssarosans 1.67
Verdelllh CIUFCIL v vev v s et enoneoerearsssesesasossssoasnsnaasssssasecsssssnsns 1.50
. Offering taken at Monett Churclh ...t iiiviiiieeiineeen, 65.50
Rev. and Mrs. Homer Smith, Mtn, Grove, Mo. ...t 5.00
Offering taken at Hanmon Church ......coviiiiiiiiiiiniiiriiiiiansiananas 13.46
Auxiliary of St, Louis Third Church .......c.c.oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiasenees 6.00
Willey Cirele Flat River AusiAry .vo.ooveiiiinieeiiiinerieiiaiaeieen.s U 15.00
Aurora Church and Sunday School ......iieiriiiiinnreniinrierserrernerarans 4,12
ROCK CRADCL v ettt ttttte it tnee st taaaseteennnaneesnnereenanenesesasssonnas .. 12,00
Mrs. Samantha Fowler, Green City, MoO. ..t itirrnrirerernrereansenesaonsns 2.00
JeWell O ottt ittt ittt ettt ittt ere et tnerannenssneaenesnrensaannanssnens 9.26
Hickory Grove Church, Haddam, Kansas ........cieiiiiniiiiinniinneenoenanes 2.7:
Macedonia CnULCR ...ttt i ittt eenenrnentonnnen e 3.60
Connelsville Sunday Sehool . .....oiieieniiiiiiinneeannnnes e 5.00
Mt. Olive (Neola) AuNiliary ...ttt ittt i ittt ettt eesssones 1.00
True Blue Class Mt. Olive (Neola) S. 8. . iivtiiiiiiiiitinii e inesaranasas 1.00
St. Louis Third Church ........... e . 17.27
New Harmony Mission ..u.ue ittt iiiiiieriiananneaaeereans 4,10 -~
Garfield Churel ............ ettt 8.28

Fifty Thousand Dollar Auxiliary Campaign Fund

M)s Maud Decoct, MoNett, DO, «uvvene et vrusenseernseenroseseseaseessseonsnenns $1.00
Jehoida Chests Fund
Golden 0aK ChUFIR ottt ittt et i et tieeeeetnanraaeeasraeeransrienses $1.00
Copper Mines Chureh ............... ettt e e i e 2.00
Macedonia CHUFCH . ..'uurt it inaneennens e er ey 1.00
_New Harmony MIiSSIOn .....vvivieeieeeiirennneenesannees e 2.00
State Unified Fund
Berkley City Church of St. Louis, MO, «uvuviuerreroeereranssesesarsraanesiotes $5.76
Hazel Creek Union Church ................. et et ... 3311
Monett Church and Auxiliarly .....oueuiiiiiiiireiioninareraarneeesnaarses Je.. 2193
Merls Chapel ..viiivieineerrenterseneenarees i e ., b.60
Golden 0ak CRUFCH . .iiuitetettiiieeriian s easnnnnoaeassssnssssnaoasaoss vo... L26
Fredricktown CHUTCH o vvvvtvereerenecasennnennsesagosnsaneraassssasnasessosns 75.25
St. Louis Third ChUrell ....oeeeeveeereeenness e e 36.33
Tlat River CHUTCH ....iiiivrervteereieneientainmainnsienenonanens T 40.59
Mt. Olive (Neola) Church ............ P PP . 279
New Harmony Mission .......... N e Lo oe.. 448
South East Missouri Auxiliary Convention ........... B R ECPRERERREE 450

Continued on page 20
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EDITORIAL

~OUR VANISHING SUNDAY

Some considerations about the misuse
of the First Day of the Week.

It is a fact, evident to any one who ob-
serves the trend of thi’ngs, that Sunday as
a day of worship and rest is rapidly slipp-
ing away. And the last few years has
seen the tendency to misuse the day rap-
idly increase. Unsaved people have for
a long time been disposed to disregard the
day except as a day of pleasure. But we
have now come to times when persons

“who have stood high in the chureh are

misusing the day and attempting to just-
ify themselves in doing so. And it is with
this class that we especially plead for a
return to the right use of the day.

SOME OF THE EXCUSES OFFERED
One of the outstanding excuses is that

ft is patriotic at this time to work on Sun-

day in order to help the nation win the
war. Unfortunately patriotism is a cloak
under which various evils can operate, It
has been demonstrated again and again
that men, horses, and even machinery will
" do more work in six days, with an inter-
vening day of rest than they will working
continuously day after day. It seems to
be built into the fabric of things that there
must be a periodic rest for everything,
and one day in seven has been designed
by our wise Creator as the regularity of
that period of rest.

Some say they will LOSE THEIR JOBS
if they refuse to work on Sunday. Well,
shall a Christian fear man more than God?
We know of instances when men have con-
scientiously refused to work on _Sunday
and did not lose their jobs. But what if
they did; are we so soft that we cannot
sacrifice anything for the Lord? Is our
faith in the Lord so little that we fear He
will let us suffer beyvond endurance? The
Lord says that He will honor the person
that honors Him.

Others say they NEED THE ADDED
MONEY they can get by working on Sun-

day. And yet people are getting wages .

for six days a week away beyond -what
they ever received bhefore.

Others say their church needs the mon-
ey and they are GIVING THE IEARNINGS
OF SUNDAY to help the church pay its
debt or build a new parsonage. There was
a king named Saul one time who thought
the Lord's cause neceded a few more cat.
tle to sacrifice, so he saved some the Lord
had told him to destroy. It is well for
these Sunday givers to remember what the
prophet of God told Saul, that it. is better
to obey than to sacrifice.

These are but samples of the excuses,
but ‘much of this trying to excuse one’s
self for Sunday work can be traced to

MISPLACED LOVE
Some people love money more than they

-love God. And, regardless of the excuses

offered, the vast majority of people who
have fallen into the way of working on
Sunday do it for the love of money.
Some love the luxuries they can buy
with their increased wages, and truly the

" Bible says of the last days that men shall

be lovers of pleasures more than lovers of
God. .
Some may say that love of country
prompts them to work on Sunday. But
it.is also true that there are many workers
who hope the war will not soon close so
they can make more money while it Isats.

THE REMEDY STATED

As stated above, misplaced love is at
the root of this situation, as it is of most
ills of the people of God. If church, mem-
bers ‘loved God supremely, loved His house
loved the assembling of the saints togeth-
er, they would not allow spurious ideas
of patriotism or other things to interfere
with their devotion to God and His ser-
vice,

This countly wag founded on devotlon
to God. The early settlers came here to
find a place where they could be at liber:
ty to serve God as they conscientiously
believed ﬂley should. They did not come
to the forbidding shores of New England
in quest of gold, but in quest of God. It
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GLEANINGS

By the Editor

was not love of pleasures -that induced
them to come, but love for God. They laid
deep the foundations of righteousness, and
one stone in that foundation was the keep-
ing of the first day ot the week sacred to
the worship of God.

NECESSARY SUNDAY WORK

I know that many will say that there
are some things that absolutely must be
done on Sunday, and some one must do
them: Christian doctors, Christian nurses,
Christian church janitors, and the Ilike.
But there is much of the so-called neces-
sary Sunday work that can be left for the
men and women to do who would not go
to church if they had an opportunity to
do so, DBut you, Christians, remember the
words of the Apostle, “Not forsaking the
assembling of yourselves together, as the
manner of some is; but exhorting one a-
nother: and so much the more as ye see
the day approaching.”

THE ONLY FREE WILL BAPTIST

A speaker in a young people’s institute
told of a lady, whose only knowledge of
Free Will Baptist was through a young
man whom her father had given a lift on
the road, This young iman scemed to be
a fine, clean young fellow with a good per-

sonality, and so the lady thought that Free-

Will Baptist must be fine people.” Follow-
ing the relating of this incident, one of
the young people in the institute, while
giving her testimony of consecration, asked
the question, “If I were the only Free Will
Baptist that somecne knew, what would
he think of the Free Will Baptist Church?”

It is a challenging thought. There are
times when averages do not count, when
we cannot expect the higher standard or
the higher characler of someone else to
somehow make up for our own lack. We
get so accustomed to the supporting arms
of those who stand by us that we fai] to
consider whether we could stand alone.
Would the Free Will Baptist people, as re-

presented by yourself alone, appear to the
world as being truly Christian, morally
clean, zealous in service, kindly in temper-
ament, excmplary in fword and action?
Would people say, “I would like to belong
to that church”? Would they feel that we
are the kind of people that the world needs
more of? If we would shrink from the
responsibility of being the sole represent-
ative of a people, should we not throw our
selves anew upon God for such a cleans-
ing and such a sanctification to a holy
life. as would make us true ‘representa- -
tives of the kind of church we want to be-
long to?—Selected.

THE OBJECTIVE CHRISTIAN

Touch not the glory, -
Neither seek a name;
Tell the blessed siory,
Without fear or fame.
Seek not the honor,
It belongs to God;
Live a little lower,
That’s the highest thought,
Covet not greatness,
Christ is great aloné;
Think of your sinfulness,
Which His blood atoned.
Put God first always,
Let others second be;
And self third in order,
Then true joy you'll see.
Live in humility; ' i
Then ever rise higher,
In works and ability,
As high as your desire.
‘When Christ from heaven,
To earth will come again;
Name, honor and glory,

With a crown you'll gain.
: Joshua Stauffer

L i S S S S

Subscribe to ‘‘The Gem'’
$1.00 per Year

i i e e T P S
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, Educational Fund
S. P. Easley, Portales, New MEXKICO v v envrvevnecnnenassnesairssscossnassoanes $5.00
~ Orphanzige Fund
Hazel Creek Union Church for Tennessee Orphanage ..........cc.co.oeeee ... $3.00
5.00

8. P. Easley, Portales, New Mexico

Our BiBle School

* REPORT OF FREE WILL BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE,

Manager, Free will Baptist Bible College

Rev. J. R. Davidson, Business
(5), Tennessee

3609 Richland Avenue, Nashville

For February 1945

ontrol have forced a slight delay in getting
Ilowever, it is again that we are delighted
to be able to report -splendid progress in every phase of our work here, It will he
observed that our expenditures for the month of February amounted to $624.75 in ex-
cess of our income. This may be readily understood by the fact that we invested
$490.00 in seating equipment; and approximately $530.00 in extra pantry stock, with
aveling expense of $88.94 in excess of that of Januar.'y.

Conditions over which I have had no ¢
my monthly report filed for publication.

a tr
The financial statement relative' to income is as follows:
Source Endowment Gift Total
Alabama ) $24.50 $24.50
Florida 7.50 7.55 15.05
Georgia , 31.00 31.00
Illinois ' ' 8.50 5.00 13.50
Kansas 1.00 1.00
Kentucky ) ! 5.00 100,00 - 105.00
Michigan 32.00 32.00
Mississippi . £22.50 22.50
Missouri 32.00 17.55 49.55
North Carolina 73.50 97.18 170.68
Ohio ' , 22.50 88.03 110.53
Oklahoma 12.50 15.00 27.50
South Carolina 4.58 4.58
Tennessee 66.00 57.83 123.82
Toe River Minister's Conference 26.75 26.75
Texas ‘ 50.50 ~ 63.64 114.14
Virginia 9.50 9.50
West Virginia . 10,00 10.00
Received from Students 612:60
27.90

Miscellaneous

Total Receipts
Disbursements as follows: )
FOOMYE TREIE oo eet it oneranneeesoornannnassneaaannnns N

Grocery and Kitchen Supplies ........... beeeree e ............ i 23?82

$413.08 $478.63  $1532.11
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Heat, lights, water, etC, ....ovcverrevseanns I 81.00
Telephone ......ccovvvviennnnianssns TN  erereens e . sieereee.. 1098
School Supplies ...... N [ S v eeeenenireniias 17.40
Traveling FXPEISES . vovvvvnnrreeeeraraesrannseassorcctsarusaessttaosreiseess 108.19
MAinEeNANCE .ttt ivrsetnroneenressarernssesonsossostsssossstotosacrsoosans .... 530.20
S8 B3 1o J A R . 896.27
Labor ......... e U, 45.60
p10070) 3 A RN e 32.00
Miscellaneous IEXDPENSeS ......eveeiesorersransonnsaassosnnonans s cee. 8915
Total BXPENSEs ..evvvvrrvenrenrnnnvns PP RPN e araceneaas e .. $2156.86

I should like to suggest that in view of the fact that spring time is usually a Dit
dull so far as income is concerned that all of our ministers and leaders who have not
already aligned their people in a systematic support of the college, do so by calling
upon me for necessary Annual Indowment Check Books for convenicnces for such an
ari‘angment. Remember that cash offerings always stimulate the cause financially,
and, inasmuch as quarterly (union) meetings, au_xilizu'ics, ete. will be convening with
in the next fow weeks, this will be an opportune time to present the cause of our
ceducational program. )

We wish to take advantage of this privilege in again expressing thanks to those
who have so loyally supported this phasc of our denominaf jonal work, and we feel
to say that there is no investment which has been made #aat is destined to pay greater
dividends than we have invested in our educational cause during the past few years.

I wish to apologize for having railed to mention the gift of a $100.00 War Bond by
Rev. and Mrd. George Waggoner in my last report. It will be interesting for our
people to know that this couple are students in the Columbia Bible College, which,
despite the extra-ordinary expenses of taking their courses there they respond in
sudh liberal expressions to this cause.

It appeared in my last report that the pounding given was by the Head's Church;
however, this statement was confused and the credit is due to the DBethlehem Church
of Ashland City, Tennessec. )

We wish to make special mention of a nice shower of towels which we have lately
received from Mrs. Glenn M. Hill, of Snow Hill, North Carolina, who represented in
the gift the Hull Road Ladies’ Aid.

At any time there is any question in anyone’s mind relative to any matter which
may associate itself with the business ends of the instituticn, we desire that you
feel perfectly free to write me for necessary explanations. Be surc to keep this cause
on the prayer list, '

CHRISTIAN WORKERS INSTITUTE

May 21 to June 1, 1945

A session of the Chrvistian Worker's Institute will be held in the Flat River Iree
Will Baptist Church, beginning May 21, 1945.

All ministers, teachers and Christian worker’s arc urged to attend this Institution.

This is an opportunity for all Christian Workers to rececive special training in
various fields of service with little expense to the individual.

It is not possible for all ministers and Christian workers to attend the college in

" Nashville, Tenn., but it is possible for all workers to take advantage of these two week

Institutes, wh re Christian fellowship and Divine Inspiration is one of the outstand-
ing influences of Christian training

Al those interested in attending this Institute in Flat River will receive applicat-

. fon for enrollment, and other literature by writing to Rev. Cecivaampbéll_, 306 Ce- |

dar St., Flat River, Mo.
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- STUDENT APPLICATION FOR ADMISSICN TO THE CHRIST!AN
WORKERS INSTITUTE, FLAT RIVER, MISSOURI '

~Name
T T R R R
Age ... Give name of church of which you are a member ...t .
Are you a minister? ........ of what church, or churcies, are you now pastol ?

ASSISE FOUT v ervenanrnnan e
What amount of your expenses will be paid by your

amount, in excess of your registration fee ($1.00), are you fmwarding with this
application, $.\.......oovvviiiiiiinns Please mail your application with one dollar
Flat River, Mo.

($1.00) registration fee to Rev. Cecil H. Campbell, 306 Cedar St.,

- The Whole i

The Great
Commission

World
For Christ

— Our Mission | Woman’s Auxiliary Department; " %

N

SO
/%\

- —.ly

Dear Gem Readers, -

Ouyr Auxiliary is progress ng fine. We
are glad to report and are truly thanking
God for it. We know it is through His
leadership we are growing and hope to
continue to stay in the center of H's will.

Our Jladies have teen having prayei
meeting in the homes of the sick and those
who are old or otherwise unable to attend
church. It proves a Dblessing to those who

attend as well as the homes who are visit~

o. If you don’t believe it just have some
of your own,

'We need your prayers.
Sister Emma Bebout, President
Cletha Chapman, Corresponding Sec.

FIELD WORKERS REPORT

Dear Co-Workers:

G"reetmgs\ih the name of the Dlessed
Master! At the time of this writing I am

in the town of Oakman, Alahama, conduct-
ing a rev.val meeting with a splendid con-
megutldn and googd interest is being man-
itested. I have visited several churches
since I'last wrote.

1 visited Harmony Church, near Lake
Lutiler, Florida. It is one of Brother Floya
Cherry’s churches which has a group of
fine people in it. They are very loyal to
the denominational progran. They have
a fine Auxiliary in that church. These
good people were very nice in responding
to our Co Laborers Band. We had two goog
services w.th them while on this visit,

-Qur next stop was in Jacksonville with
two of our churches there, but we failed
to reach one service because we could not
make’ it in time, and it was very hard to
get crowvds together at these churches
during the week as so very many of our
people work. The next v'sit we haq was
with the Phenix City Church, Alabama,
where Brother H. L. Knighton is pastor.
We had five services at all these churches
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two in th: ecity and one just across the
river in Columbus, Georg‘a. Bro. Knighton
is doing a fine piece of work here. I am
planning to return soon to Columbus for
a revival with Brother McKinnson and
his good church.

1 went next to Cordova. Alabama, to
v'sit Brother K. V. Shutes and his church

people. 1 visited the following churches
while in that vicinity. Cordova, Gum
Springs, DBoston, Parsh and Oakman

churches, All of these dear pastors recelv-
ed me with a warm reception. Most of
these churches have Auxiliaries, and most
This is a new church which was organized
pan of work. The last church which 1
visited of this group was Oakman, I shall
be here for a two weeks’ rev'val meeting.
of them accepted the Co-Loborers Band
Jast summer after a tent meeting which
was conducted by Brothers Lambert and
Shutes. These people are planning to build
rizht away, and have thelr’lot already
puid for to beg'n their building program.

TWill you =00l people pray much that
7 may #re a great victory here for the
giory if Ged. and that these dea* people
may be greatly blessed with an increose
of souls in IIis kingdom. I do want to
mention Brother Pitts who ‘s the pastor
of Boston and Gum Springs churches. He
iz a fine young minister of Alabama. He
is lined up with the National Program.
Al of these splendid preachers are doing
a good work, and each one has stood hy
me in the Woman’s Auxiliary work, and

may God continue His bless'ngs upon
them.
I am asking again that you pastors

ungd presidents send us your number on
the Co-Lahorers Band so we can get you
cn the “IHonor Roll.” It will soon he con-
vention time again and for the reports,
and you (o not want your churches to
fall hehind. Many have done {ine and we
do apppreciate the'r co-operation. If all
would try to do the little things. think
how we would be able soon to take the
field for the Master, and open new miss'on
points ‘n the cities and foreign lands. Tt
takes money to do this, so let évery auxil-
iaty and all of the pastors rally to this
oreat cause, and let us make this a great
Co-Taborers Band for Christ.

The Honor Roll

Giates Members Pa‘d
Tennessee ’
Loyal Chapel 100 $100.Cv
Missouri

ITazel Creek 33 5.00
Frodericktown 32 18.00
Flat River 22 20.00
Desloge 7 5.00
Third Free Will

Church, St. Louis 22 11.00
Mission Church, )

St. louis 19 13.0_0
Martiustown 5 5.00
Connelsville 5 1.00
‘Jewell 6
Oklahoma ‘
Wewoka 100 100.00
Tecumseh 7 7.00
Earlshoro 4 2.00
Texas
Bryan 17 17.00
IIouston 5 5.00
Pine Grove 15 15.00
Florida
Piney Groze 150
St. Johns 17 10.00
Poplar IHead - 9
Harmony 21 21.00
Jacksonville, First ) )

Church 12 12.00°
North Carolina
Bethel 25 25.00
Creenville 11 " 1.00
LElizabeth City . 12 7.00
Davis 63 37.00
Stacy 16
Re¢aufort 25
Morehead City 13 3.00
Alakama
Sylacauga ‘ 30 30.00
Leeds 50 14.00
Si. James 12 .
Co-dova 17 15.00
oston 15 2.00
Parish [ -
Fa'rview 16 3.00 -

Birmingham ; 16
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We arc keeping our old IHonor
just adding to it as different ones send in

and we invite new churches to join. the

DBand.
May God stir our hearts to do the little

things,which would mean so much if each
one would do his or her part.
With prayers for great success,

Yours for Jesus.
Lizzie McAaams

-CHIPS

FROM ELD. T. C. I‘ERGUSON’S
Sermons Preached in the Past
People who listen to what’ people say
about them, w1ll never have peace of mind

themselves.

You will be a winner, if you will do all
you- can today‘-_ and not put it pfi?_ until
tomorrow. . '

Dvelybody can be used for somothing
e\ en if it should be for a horrible example.
'Heaven is cheap at any price.

Get out of self and you will get into
Christ.
"When Jesus comes splitting thé skies,

where will you "be?

You' can have darkness without,
can have spiritual light within.

You can have sin without, but you can
have purity within.

You can have Iiell without, but ydli can
have Heaven within,

You may have ihe Devil without, but
you ~can have Jesus within, - '

I believe in little heaven here,
I can go to a big heaven after a while.

o that

I)ont he a (Inttm for the only place that
you ‘can drift to ls down stream.

I would 1athcx be populay with God than
with man,

Roll,-

l‘)llrllt you'

GOOD EVIDENCE OF REAL
“CONVERSION IN CUBA

God has given us a few striking con-
versions here in the Island. One, I want’
to mention, is a fine young fellow, strik-
ing in physical appearance, very tull'and
noble, and very dark penctrating eyes.
Manolo is our first convert in the city of
Pinar del Rio and is a credit to our de-.
nomination. He is a. vexy skilled labma-
tory man employed by the -government,
thus having a very good and important
position. He has a very large list of
friends " to  whom he temle%ly and un-
ceasingly witnesses. Ie is never without
his"l‘cst'unu‘lt where one and all might
see it. He is const'mtly buymg Bibles or
Tosmmonts 101 those whom he is mstm?
ment.xl in- g(,ttm" interested in the Wox(l

I'xom the l)eommng of his stand, he has
aken an dCtl\(, part 111 the 581V1LL5, “lead-
ing singing, pmymg m public and bung,-
ing" his friends, : .

. He camé to visit me today, showing &
great interest in & new mission "we are
starting, which for a time must ‘-be a Sun-
day School until we can .place a preacher.
He wag lamenting our lack of preachers-
and finally said, “This is an humble place,
I believe "I could preach there, give me a
night.” God, I bellLVe is calling lum to a
definite ministry.

He was teliing me how a very attmctlve
girl; a member of-one of the other ‘chircheés

in town,- invited hini.to ‘a dance.: Hig ans
swer was, “I-cvould not do that.” It is-very-
immoral.- It is of 'the devil. How can

you, a Sunday Scheol teacher present  so
low a standard. No, thank you, no danc-
ing - for me. I am.a Christian.”

e said, “DBro. Willey, tiiey do not have
the spiritual lives, our lhumble meetings
enjoy.” . . .

-We. are praying thiat God shall give usg
a group of men and women slike Manolo
Firvida, wilnessing to his Iriends, doctors,-
teachers, lawyers, professional and busi-
ness nen.  Presenling  and so graciously
the . glorious. Gospel and its demands on.
all without fear or favor. L

: Thomas Willey
Subm.l'"e to “TLe Gem’’
$1.00 per Year
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Church Letters - Fieid Reports

ST.LOUIS, MISSOURI
Dear Gem Readers,

. It has been some time since I have writ-

ten -a letter to the Gem, Our church has
just closed our revival meeting., I just
can't say how many were saved but we
had a good revival ‘and the Lord blesscd
in’ a mighty way: Christians were stirred
and souls were
praised the Lord for 1Iis wonderful love
and Hig Iloly Spirit that convicts sinners.
One little girl (we tried to get her to come

to the altar but she did not come. But [
hear she has heen-saved s'nce the meeting’

closed so the 1ev1va1 s going on: B!othel
Green was the' I‘v'mgenst and he s a fine
preacher -and -the -Lord blesses his’ work
where ever he is preaching We had big
crovds but we had some bad
that slowed down the meeting Brother

Tew's-is going down to Myltle Mis sourl’

and hold a week meceeting. We hope they
wiil have & fiood revival
riiuy souls saved and the church will be

1évived. Our chufel is coming along fine.
meetings are sp rituai’
15ts" of rejoicing and pi'alqin** the Loul

Crowds are good,

from wrom a'l good blessings flow.

1 he'ieve we 11:1v0 one ot’. the l)est Junior

chofrs in any school that I ever saw. Bro.

fomonsg is their leader and he knows ho“

to :mt thcm to sing. 'I‘hey have about 10
minvtes every Sunday morning. Our
“m)’w;mendent of our school is a real
w'an woman and DBro., Porret is the
stant and a fine Christian man. DBro.
Iiible Cla~s teacher and I

Simons is .our

“1acan ha is a re~l teachor ant Ye have

cvhont 18 an average every fvtntcy, Ve
Lave a graded Sunday School. Every class
near the same age and we have a penny
march every Sunday for a- building fund.
And I believe it is one of the Dbest drilled
Siinday Schools I ever saw. Anfd I be''eve
wé have about as fine a Sunday School
according to size as you can find. ~And
good teachers are what makes our school
and - the -Lord is Dblessing our work. We
have some:good prayer meetings on Wed-

saved. Peopie rejo'ced and -

weather

meeting and -

nesday evening. Pcople are hot afl.u(l to
get up and praise the Lord. We have a
fine bunch of Junior children’ are about
to take the prayer meeting. Thcy sure do
like to get up and testify how :the Saviour
saved their souls, so they are leading the
old peopl 11011" We have zt'fine'Lc'lgue
meeting and ]l'LV() a fine bunch of young
people and some fine: SDCIL]\G]% and good
lcaders and’ they h'l‘ve some good t'mes..

Francis McCauley

. »1622 Ilickory St.

St. Louis, Missourl
Secretary of Bible Class -

ST.LOVIS, MISSOURI
Dear Bro. Deces and Gem rcaders:

The following ‘s a report of our new.
work  lieve in’ St. Louls which the Lord:
has \»ondexfully blessed. ' ‘

On Jmmaly 16, 1944 wc lmd our first
°ervxce “and’ 01g(miued into a Free \Vlll'
Bapt’st Mlssion ‘on Jdnu.ny 30, ]‘)44

F ‘om tlmt date on the Lord blcssed us
ix} many wonderful \\'xys.

During the ‘vear of 1944 we saw our
finday School grow from 24 on . the first
Sunday to an qvex-xge of ()VOI 40 for the
year, . e e
Ve redecorated our. bu'lding on the
ingide to where it is a very‘ n'ce respect-
able place to worship our Lord and.where -
no one should be ashimed of. v,

We have spent a large amount of mon- .
cy on‘.boh repairs and on redecorations. -

-God has blessed us.with several converts
and v#th a group of the most conscerated |
youn™ ne~pla T have cver saw.

I'm anot atra'd:-.to.call on our young-
people far anything for they arce always’
ready to respond. - ’

We have a wonderful Leaghe organized
under the 7 point system with a membcr-
™ip of about 30. ‘

Our finance has come along wonder-
folly and we are now paying tithes of -
our income as the Lord plospels us.” Ae
cordin" to H‘s teachings, LRV

r s D it
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During the year 1944 the mission has
paid me a salary ‘heginning at $6.00 a
week to the present salary of $20.00 au
week and we are planning. sometime be-
fore too long to put the pastor on a i'ull
time salary. We want your prayiers that
God may bless us in that respect.

We o8 a F. W, B. Mission after much
praying and meditations felt led by the
great spirit of God to organize our Miss'on
into a full Free will Baptist Church so
we contacted the South Bast M ssouri
Quarterly- Meeting Board and asked them
. to assist us in organizing into a church.
approximately one year from the organ-
jzation of the Miss'on Rev. Mark Lewis,
Dea. 0. B. womack and Rev. James F.
Miller met with us for the purpose of
organizing.

After song and prayer and reading of
our church (reatise along with remarks
tv the cha'rman of the Board Rev. Mark
I;ewis followed by Rev. James Miller and
Dea. 0. B. Womack the organization be-
gan. I peing already the pastor of the
Mission was again elected as pastor of
the new church now called the Southside
T'ree Will Baptist Church located at 5418
Idaho Ave., St. Louls Missouri, 3 deacons
" were elected namely as follows: Ollie
Grimminger, Lester Hill and Oscar Davis.
Bro. Ollie Grimm'nger and Bro. Lester
Hiyl was ordained with Bro. Oscar Davis
carried over until after hig baptism.

Clerk was elected which was Sister Jul'a
Devenport and Treasurer Sister Ola Car-
ver a membership of 27 was enrtolled at
the ‘time of organization and since then
.gome few have united with us. Later we
elected 2 trustees. namely: Jess Keller-
man and Billy HIill, Choir leader, Cheslev
Hi1%, and pianist Qister Pearl HilL

We. have d'so organized a string hand
along with a male quartet .

The T.ovd is wonderfully blessing us as
a church and we are look'ng for great
things from our great Master.

Truly we realize the great need' of God
in the lives of men and pray that Wwe may
do as Christ said in John 9:4, I must work
the works of him that sent me while it
‘¢ day; the night cometh when no man -
can work.

Gem readers we ask your prayers and
juay the Lord bless you is our prayers.

Rev. Harvey E. Hill, Pastor

Southside F. W. B. Churech
5418 Idaho Avenue
St. Louls, Missouri

TULSA, OKLAHOMA

Dear Gem Readers,

Reporting to you. Greetings from the
Tulsa church. We are still on fire for God
and working and winning souls. The Lorg
has been blessing our church in a great
way. Last Sunday night, we saw two pre-
sious souls weep their way thru at an old
fashion altar. Our prayer meeting is good
and our League is good. We have a League
that we are proud of. We have good at-
tendance and interest in the work. We
have a contest on, men agpinst the women
and boys against the girls and we all are
working hard, so we can win out, I'm talk-
ing for the Lady’s and girls side.

* Jesus has sent an angel to take away an-
cther one of our fa'thful members, Brn.
Tyson. He will be missed in our presence
but he's at rest, and enjoying the thingg
of Heaven. So often we grow home si(-:k
for Heaven to see the one’s who are walit-
ing for us up there, and it makes us more
humhle and we need to be more humble
every dny, so as to let th's world see that
we are for Jesus, The people of the world
sren't ashamed to show what side they
are on and it should make us to be prouder
of onr Leader who is Christ Jesus.

~ The Lord’s bless'ngs be upon His people
is our piayer.

Rememher our church when you pray.

Rev. Melvin Bingham, Pastor
Mrs. Marghrette West, Reporter
Tulsa, Oklahoma

TURLOCK, CALIFORNIA

Brother Yandell does not know that I
am- writing th's.

I went to Kerman Feb. 25, and preached
for Rev. Geo. Mc Lain at a church recent-
1y organized there by Bro. Mc Lain and
Lev. J. E. Yandell and I will say that I
helieve that it is the best newly organized
church that I have seen in the 35 years
of my ministry.

They have 52 members and. they voted
to pay their pastor $40.00 per week.

Nearly - every family own their homw
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ard seem very much interested in the

work.
’I"hey have bought lots for a church and
parsonuage and have started to build.

and communion and feet washing that
night.
Brother Mc Lain organized a I.eague

with a fine bunch of hoys and girls.
feel sure that there is a great future
for the Kerman Church.

Monday morning Rev. J. E. Yandell
cume over from Ifirebaugh and 'ive drove
cver to Lindsay where DBro. Mc Lain and
Rro. Yandell were tor start a meeting that
night,

We are hoping to have one or two more
churches by the time our association meets
in Maw.

May God bless all that are laboring for
the advancement of Fis work.

A servant and Co-Worker,

Rev, A. B. Talbert
617 Vermont
Turlock, California

PORTERVILLE, CALIFORNIA

Dear Bro. Dees and Gemn family,

ITere I am with another brief report
of the Porterville Church and a bit of
what our Association is do'ng.

The Porterville chureh closed a revival
last Sunday night w!th seven conversions.
Had five additions to the church, and
prospects of movre. Dro. Frank Linton ot
Missourl d*d the preaching., Therer was
much shouting at the close of the meeting
in the conversion of a young motlier whom
we had been praying) fcr a long t'me.

1 am sure that some of you remember
that about four years ago I advertised in
the Gem f{or help to start a work in Cal-
ifornia. At that time therc was not a
church in the state to my knowledge. I
did not get the help I desired. But pre-
sently the DPorterville church came into
existence.

So I moved here w'th my family. We
had only been here a few days when two
of my children were saved and T baptized
them. They were my first subjects. They
w'th all of my family that are old enough
to understand the plan of salvation. (I
hiave eizht children) are on fire for God,
Praise ITis name.

‘hetore the first Sunday in May.

The Turlock church has purchased
ground for a church site and have accum-
ulated a large fund for the huilding.

The new  churches at Iirebaugh
Carmen contemplate bullding right away.

A text of scripture came to my mind
while 1 was meditating after services
last Sunday night. The language ol Jesus
in the first clause of John 14:6, “I am
the way, the truth, and the life.”

I £ nd that if we will just accept llis
ward, realize that He is the way, the fact
{Lat ITe is the truth, acknowledge both
to curselves and to the world that He is
life, brlieve, trust and obey I1im and have
His cause foremost in our hearts that he
will bless our efforts. And don’t you think
I haven't trled Him.

Now our State Association will convene
with the Porterville church on Thursday
If you
are rlanning a spring vacatipn why not
make that your chief point of interest
and come and be with us? Tre Assoclation
will have its first birthday at that time.

and

Rev. Ralph Geiger

pesociat'on Moderator, Porterville church

clerk and reporter,

SOUTH CHARLESTON, WEST VIRG™NIA

Dear Gem Readers,

It hae been several months since 1 at-
tcempted to write to you.

I am glad to say hello once more and
be able to say we of the Free Will Baptis
chureh in this part of West Va. a’c still
working and having some good times in
the Leord and God ‘s still blessing us in a
big way.

I om a member of Bownemont church
end proud of it. While it s not the best
church but some of the bhrst christian
workers I know of. Gro. F. Tl. Nicels is
doing a gpod work at that place.May God
bless him.

Also I am glad to tell all our Gem fam-
iiy obout Ruth Dale church and some
more good chiistian people, a very good
c¢hureh and Sunday School for which we
are thankful. We would like to call a lot
of names hut I know we cannot do so now
but we are glad we can say that the people
of Muth Dale church are having a good
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time in the Lord. Sister Goldie Green, a
young lady, Bro. Willje Rabel and n's good
wife, Bro. R. E. Dunlap ang Eddie Green
and some other good christian workers we
are proud of. Bro. James Harald of Tad,
West Virginia ig the pastor.,

We want to thank Goa for
Fork Church,
George and of
of which I

Kamanuha
for Bro. Job Conner. John
course other gooq people
don’t have time to write, Bro.
J. M. Hernson is bpastor a good
School angd brayer meetings,
Also we want to say
the chureh
for thp

Sunday

something abont
at Chesapeake, West Virginia
folks at Kamanuha o are, 1ook-
ing forwarq to having the best church in
this part of the state, Bro. Jameg Harold
is also pastor at Chesapeake church, may
God Dless his work at these churches at
all times anqg lead hig DPeople on to a bet.
ter country to g city not made with
hands.

are glad for Bro.
who was in West Va. a sh
us about the good
churches jyp other states,
and I wigh we had
him in tpe work of
movement,

I have more churches | wish to report
to the Gem 8001, in Logan (Co. May God

add His blessings o our many Gem read-
ers and churchp workers.

R. B. Crawford
ort time ago and
work of other
God Dbless him
a lot more men like
the Free Wil Baptist

Rev. Geo. J. Childers

ALABAMA ORPHANAGE NEWS
Rev. K. V. Shutes

We are just trying to keep you ‘informe
obonut oup home in Alabama.

All the noteg
State Associ

Wwere cancelled at the
at'on in November. So it is
now Droperty of the Free Will Baptist.

We have covered the two large buildings
much plastering, painting and repairing
‘T general, hag been done. But there is
much more to e done, ‘

We voted in our Board Meeting last
week to glive Bro, May the money being
received except enough to pay the care
taker, for We' are indebted to Bro. May
over $1000.

It will take several thousand to put it
back in first class condition. We want to

and must do this before we open it “p'ﬁ-
We hope to open this fall, but the
nance must keep coming if we do- day
We are having a Ralliy Day 5th Sunfoillk
in July. So we are looking for you 1nd
from all' over Alabama and would be gt‘es
for some of you folk from the other sta ¢

ith us.
ln’IPhceWLf)II'd has blessed, and we are'f‘;:
ahead of wherc we thought we would
by this time. when we hought it. ind
We thank you for what you have (the
are goingi to do. We need more to do
rel;fl}::.:'nsnd pay for us to open this f{tl‘l-ns
'I‘he‘ work is reaching the proportio

THOMPSONVILLE, ILTINOIS

Greetings in a risen Christ:. his
It gives me much pleasure toi writ‘e donr
lIetter to the Gem in behalf of our r;ss
servicemen who are serving for u-s acthe
the sea; that are enjoying reading -
“Gem” and look for a letter from home
it. )
As it is nearing the season that we fc;lt:]
brate a risen Christ it gives us 110[)@,' Aare
and conrage to fully know that \\'30t :
serving a risen, living Christ and T; it
dead one, furthermore I'm g.;lz?d IIlfS »'Il e
bears witness with our spirits after
e o know IIim. o .
1“";;""’;3; activity of the church is CZTI‘TYY:‘Y:f
on in a very spiritual .wgtrrlos:pho.lxcdon,t
there is room for improvement. ot
helieve that the best of us get so spi 01;1(1
and clese to the Lord but what \’VG‘ iv'mt
draw nearer. We as a church ne\'ex (10;7\5:
to be self satisfied and sav) we are lomns
good enough but we want to ever belzq(‘uof
ine onward and upward for the cﬂ(‘;)(‘1 .
Christ. We desire to do the things kv o
showing us, to do and then we az fth
to give us more to do and-gra.cer anr e
to accomplish it all for Him. We '1i (:t“;m
to do nothing within 011.1‘se.1ves])|
thrn Christ who give th.e strength. e
At presént we are having ?‘r{ttmre 11]) 1{“
er-meetings which are a S}’)l!‘]tllﬂl" tnre-
to all who attend. Tonight I have _Lls’k“‘,q
turned from one of these goo«'] serv ed
held at the home of Rro. and S'ster F(:‘ .
NRead and it was well attenﬂetl' and -(;r
net with us. We also had special praye
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by our prayins{ band for our men in uni-
form.

The Woman's Auxil'ary of the Church
is sponsering our regu'ar annual Pre-East-
er prayer} week, with plenty of good gospel
quartett singing and a
ecach night.

Our Sunday School is doing fno with
good attendance and - interest, considering
the many conditions that are to be en-
countered in these days cf war.

Another branch cof our church that we
are vevy proud of is our Lergue. The Lord
has blessed us both spiritually and financ-
ially. Tn the last few past months the
Lengue has purchased some nice collection
plates and a U. S. and Christian flag set,
for our church, also sent $10.00 to our
Tennessee Orphanage and $5.00 to the
foreign mission fund.

I must close for now as I fecl I have
taken already too much precious space in
the Gem.

May God Dbless us 211 and may we soon
know peace in our war torn nation and
see the ships come sailing into port
with our dear boys to our home land shores.

Rev. Claude Childers, Pastor
Miss Opal bieClerren, Reporter

THE SOLDPIER’S RETURN

I’m an avcvage soldier; Yeu all know me

rowell,

1 pray you w’'ll listen while my story I
tell.

1 might be your brother;
son,

1 could be your neighbor;
had one.

I once lived
there

With loved ones arouml me and friends
ever near.

And then I was called, like thousands of
others O I

Of your husbhands and sons and sweet-
hearts and brothers;

To a land far away full of envy and strife

Tn defend our country and our way of
life.

Against the great-powers of s'n and deS-
pair

That hnd caused so
woe gver there;

or maybe your
I'm sure you

among you-—enjoyed bheing

much sorrow and

different speaker-

I've becn a long way since I raw you last;

Just travellng around and changing so
fast, ’

1 hardly know how we were able to do

A lot of things—so different and new.

Slashing tlhirough mud and down pouring
rain

Toot-sore and weary—reeling with pain.

No t'me to rest or nowhere to go.

Bating cold food; Slecping in snow.

I know what it -is to see a man die

With no chance to utter an earthly good-
hye.

Waste and disaster; famine and fears;

Sorrow and suffering, heartache and tears

When a man get: a chance to leave all
this

Tor a few days of rest 1n this land of
hliss;

It makes him scek out a place set apart,

Where he can kneel down and pour out
hig heart

In pmise} and Thanksgiving for lovlng
us so

Ged spared om~ country such sorrow and
woe.

And so this morning I mended my way,

As my custom was on the Sabbath day.

To the little white church on top of the
hill.

And when I got there my heart stood
still.

The rlace presented such an awful sight:

With the gate nailed up and the door
locked - tight.

The wind wailed sadly as it played
through the trecs

A shutter banged loudlyl as it swayed
in the breeze.

Tilled with dismay I asked myself why
ITave the folks here at home let the Lord’s
work die? ' N
The pastor has gone to a town far away

Where he has a large crowd and gets
hetter pay.

Teachers and singers have all gone .to
town i .

Where money and pleasures and. comnforts
abound.

Some live far away and gas ration’s small

You couldn’t expect them to use it all:

In driving to church on the Sabbath day

Or prayer meeting night lest there be no
way

Of going to town on Saturday night

And you know I just have to visit a mite.
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Seme work all week and the Sabbath day-

15 their day to rest and vist and play.

1 shook my head sadly, and turning aw ay.

My soul groaned within me; I knew I
must pray.

“0 God up in heaven why have we heen
called? ' .

When those left at- home so readily tall

From “faith that was once delivered to
sa'ntn”’ .

And offer such shallow and puny, com-
plaints.

1’0o not going out to the house of the Lord

To worship together and study Ilis word.

0, God wake them op before it's too late;

Cuuse them to see what a terrible fate

Will befall our land if the chureh dles
away :

~And the forces of Satan are g'ven full
sway. ) .

Dear God when we're done with war and

strife

~+ vant to return to a better life.

To keep all the thines that we hold dear

- May they, dear Cod, the fires to
burn

S0 we may be warmed when we return.

canse

Alta Matthews
Mine IL.a Motte, Missouri

What’s Bad for Hens is Pad for Ma

This is the story c¢f Farmer Jonz aud
the queer, queer food le gave his hens.
When you have heard it you'll say “tis
true, “What's had for hens is bad for you.

Farmer Jenz and ‘Charles, his son, a ten
year cold and full of life and fun, had been
into town with the old ford truck. They

Lhad some wonderful bits of lueck. For in-.

glunce the farmer had boaght a heap of
tcod for his hens and bought it cheap,
so tired but happy they came that night
to their prairie home with its welcome
1 aht. Busy at dawn was Farmer Jenz so
Lis wife and charles fed the hens. At the
liour of six by the kitechen clock they
laughed and laughed at the greedy flock.
Old hens, chickens, red, wh'te and hrown.
IIcw they gobbled the food that came from
town, Mother Jenz had work to do so she
scattered the fowls with a merry shoo!
‘But Charlie lingered for a whil, He had
weogd to bring in from the} pile, but ho
loitered in just the self same way that
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smal’ boys do to this very day. He saW
the father of the flock, a very majestic
Plymouth Rock whose step Vas stu?el)"-.
proud and high, suddenly {lap lis _wingS
and start to fly, then waves wobble dnd
fall alack almost over on his back. “Moth-
cr, he called, “Oh Mother dear, twhat
makes the hens al] act so queer, Look at
that Rh~»ds Island Red, shes surely crazy
in the hea and has a queer look in the
eye, are they poisoned mother, will they
die, “Call your father,” the mother said
So to the field young Charlie sped. Back
came the fame- to the yard seratched
his head and stoodq thinkine, hard. and
after a lonz Jook at the hens. I guess
the tf drunk” said farmer Jenz. The mother
gafd, “TTow can that be.” Well, said the
former, well wou see, the brewer man
rold me that grain, but you bet I won't
g0 back again if his bran mash makes my
good old hens drunk and foolish.” grawl-
< farmer Jenz. Drunk like the man we¢
sarin town, sa’d little Charlie \Viﬂx a
“What makes folks like the horrid
stuff? (I know our hens have had enough)
I'll never -tcuch it, for you see, what’s
bad for hens is bad for me. Ged bless you
child. his mother sa‘d, and stooped to pat
his curly head. “Always remember that
promise dear, and mothers ‘heart will
know no fesr. But if ever you see a hoy
who thinks that dr'nk will give him joy.
te!l him what happened on ouyr farm and
the stuff that did our hens such harm
tliey say and say as if you knew, ‘“IWhat's
bad for liens must be bad for you.

frnvn,

From Fredericktown League, sent in by

Oletha Chapman.

GUARD YoUR THOUGHTR

By Carl Bush, Cassville, Misssurnt

We should not commend ourself, If we
are ready to/ think we are superior to the
other fellow, then we are just a little
puffed up.

For God, who commanded the light to
shine out of darkness, hath shined in our
hearts, To give the light of the know-
ledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ.

But we have this treasure in earthen
vessels, that the excellency of the power
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may be of God and not of us.
We are troubled on every side, yet not

distressed; we are perplexed, but not in

despair.
Persecuted, but not forsaken: cast down

but not destroyed. 2 Cor. 4:6.9.

For as much as ye are manifestly de-
clared to Dbe the Epistle of Ch'rist. minist'o,r.
ed by us, written not with ink, l.)ut with
the Spirit of the living God; not in tables
of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart.

And such trust have we through Christ
to God-ward. -

Not that we ate sufficient of oursclves

to think any thing as of ourselves, but
{

our sufficiency 18 of God. .
Who also hath made us alive, ministers

[ the new testament, mot of the letter,
?ut of the Spirit. for the letter killeth, but
)

the Spirit giveth life. 2 Cor. 3:3-6.

IN TIME

EASTER GAROL
AN -

WAR

The earth is dark this Eastertide,
And fit ¢a with fear and pain:

The torsemen Four. they r.ide once more,
W th Iell fast in their train!

And hearts are wiung with sorrow

ortal strife;

ror nenh in W .
doth still

yet Easter peten
linto eternal life. '
Tor there is joy this Eastertide,

1f we have ears to hear :

Ahove the din if human 8'n

A quiet voice and clear:

“pehold, T live forever!”

One Vv ho was dead still saith,

«And held in hang My command

The kevs of hell and death!”

Yea, bright the light this Bastertide,

1f we have cyes ‘o see!

For I’eath and Hell, they know full well
}1"ow vain their victovy,

Gince Christ the Lord hath risen

T break the'r ancient sway,

The Erster daiwn but shineth on

UInto cternal Day.

increase

THE CPEMNED GRAVE

And when thev JooKed. thev saw that
the stone was rolled away” (Mark16:4).
e Darkness. Shame, the Cross, all past:
The “Third day” has hegun;

‘0 Grave, thy victory’s vanquished

The light upon that opened grave is Res-
urrection’s SUN.

The ONIJ whom Death had tried to keep,

And bind with iron bands!

Has burst its fetters, and come forth,
freed from: its ghostly hands.
The Prince of darkness, powerless,

In vain to hold his prey:
God’s CHRIST is risen! And angel hands
have rolled the stone awoy.

tries

"Death’s prey has passed beyond its grasp;

“O Death, where is thy sting?”

now,
by God’s almighty King!

No more thy powers can terrify,

OGNE Greater now we see,

Returned from the very jaws of Hell,
triumphant, with its keys.

We gove into the sepulchre,

Lo! Shadows all are fled! .

Now glovy f1's the fearsome place, left
by our visen Head,

The fo'ded garments, neatly laid,

Despeak no hasty flight,

But as a CONQUEROR, rising, sheds the
vestures of the night.

That dreadful NIGIIT, when Satan sought

God's purposes to foil;

To find his cruel grasp held naught but
frave-clothes as his snoil!

Cur Risen Lord a VICTOR stands,

1U's foes around Him fall.

And men and angels worship there;

“And crown Him Lord of all.”

Yes, “Worthy is the Lamb once slain;”

And broken is Death’s sway.

CHR'ST’S glorious *ork has made us now,
heirs cof Eternal Day!

On Resurrection ground, np Death,

Nor night shall ever be.

The power of the King has set Iiis people
free! N

MORE BYOND

COUMTRY STORE INFIDELS often say,
“Weil, theyi hain’t no body ever yet come
baek from the grave: so what do we know
ahout I'fe after death?” IHave they forgot-
ten-—or is it they don't helieve—that
Christ came ba~k! After His death and
buarial, ITe was in the tomb three days and
three nights, and then He arose from the
dcad! ITe visited the Land of the Dead—
“He descended into Ilades”’—and returned
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to the Land of the Liv'ng! Therefore, He
is the one and only Authority on an prob-
lems and questions about life, death and
cternity for man. Let ug humbly sit ot
Iis feet, and Iearn of IHim.

On ancient E£panish coins was an ill-
urtration oft the “Pillars of Hercules,”
guarding the Mediterranean Sea, and the
insc/iption, “".\Ie Plus Ultra”—-“Nothing
More Deyond.” Many in the world today
Pelicve there ig “Nothing More Beyond’
this life. Then Columbus came along and
with his little fleet he finally, reached

thie shores of the new world! Soon after -

that Spain revised lher motto to read “Plus
Ultra”-—"more beyond”. Our Lord Jesus
Chr'st “abolished death and brought life
and immortality through the Gospel.” 2
Tim. 1:10. '

Knowing that theve IS life after death,
the "most important thing in this life is
to get ready for the next. The one essential
in this needed preparation, is that we re-
pent and believe on our Lord Jesus Chr'st.
all who have Him have Ilis “wisdom, and
1ighiteousness, and sanctification, and re-
demption” that will pass’all D'vine tests.
and will last for eternity! (See 1 Cor. 1:
c0).

HE CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN

Not only did the Lord Jesus come back,
after Ilis death; I'e ““came down rtrom
hesven™ to our world, in the first place!
(John "3:13; 6:33). Our Lord Jesus Christ
is essentially heavenly and eternal and

divine in HMis nature. ITuman teachers,
being of the carth, speak of the ecarth.,
Confucious once said to his disciples,

“WWhen I know not the nature of lide, how
shall T inform you what death is?” Budd-
ha once said to a sick monk, “After this
existence there ‘s no heyond.” Concerning

one Go'hilo, who had died, he said, “Ile -

has passcd into Nirvana, with no con-
sciousness established., ” In contrast w'th
o4l human ignorance our glorious Lord
said, “1 am the resurrection and the life:
he that believeth in Afe, though he weve
dead, yet shall he live.” (John 11:25).
Again, ITe assurcd I'is- peop’e, “‘Let not
your heart be troubled: he'ieve in God,
believe also in Me. In my) I'ather’s house
are many mansions: if it were not so, I

would have told you. I go to preparve &
plece fir you. And if Igo and preparc a
place for you. And if I go and prepare a
ceive you unto Myself; that where I aml,
there ye¢ may be also.” (John 14:1-3).
Our Lord spoke with certain knowledge
and absolute assurance of fact., He sald,
vegarding His own testimony, “We speak
that we do know.” (John 3:11). Happy
and wise are all they who trust His words.

DEATH CANNOT LONG BE HIDDEN

THE SPANISH WARRIOR known ns
Cid felt death approaching him on the
eve of a Dbattle with his ancient enemy,
the king of Morocco. The Cid ordered.that
hg body be cmbalmed immediately after
he died—dressed in armor and placed on
Lis horse so that he might lead his troops
in this final battle. When the Moors—
who believed the Cid was either dead or
incapacitated-—-saw him at the head of
Lig trcops they were so astounded they
fled in panie!

But the deception was on.y temporary;
21l soon knew, or could know, that the
Cid was really dead. :

Christ proved Iimsclf alive after His
passion by “many infall b’e proofs,”’ in-
cluding ten distinct appearances to IIs
people.

et the least of the infallible proofs of
the resurrection of Christ was the form
the grave clothes, left in the tomb. When
Peter and John ran up to the tomb and
lnoked in, John 20:1-9, they saw “the
linen clothes lie, and the napkin, that was
ahout his head, NOT lying with the linen
in a piace by itself.” (Vs. 6,7). The lov ng

hands of the Savior had thoaghtfully
folded that napkin and placed it away
from the gwave rlothes, for the grave

clothes were still in the form of his body:
kut by removing and flatten'ng out the
napkin all could SEE that ITis body was
No longer in the grave clothes! When
John saw this evidence of the resurrection
from the grave clothes “he saw and be-
licved (that Jesus was raised from the
dead).” And this bhel'ef was entirely from
the evidence of the grave clothes and the
empty tombh, ‘“for as yet they knew not
the Scripture that He must rise again
from the dead.” (Study John 20:1-10).
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G00D MORNING, GOD

alarm clock firritate you?

Does your
De you get out on the wrong side of the
bed? Are you until you've

had your coffee?

catankerous

oy starting your day with God. His

presence malkes cvery morning a refresh-
dclightfu] new opportunity. Bu.t not
“meeting God in the morning,
ole day go smoother.

Cummings has sald,

ing,
only that:
makes the wh
pr. Clark Walker
«q¢ I can do no more in the way of morn-
ing ch‘:‘tn my eyes, ‘Good moining,
e g day with you?”

jons than this: I can at least say,
God,
;]\;S;Ly 1 spend thi nr

pusy cxecut've once said, “1 am 0
; d rushed, that I don’t have time
, OMIT my morning devotions.” ‘He
i ot accomplish as much, if he did
('(,ltll';ilgt take time to plan his day with
no

cod.

Dev
(l_(\\rol,'()l’ls-

Lusy an

¢lop o technique for your .lnorulng
I have found the following plan
Most nelpful: (This plan was S.uggested to
. o minister and his wife. I have
e Y ylan ior a number of years, and
beed “”‘5 112; day by day close communion
discov?lcl( which T dil not know bhefore.)
with (10(1.0 days tasks have begun, 1 go
pefore tlxllivet place and take my B ble, a
© my,)?- and a pencil. I answer the fol-
A

;taho . .
notel questions in writing.

1ewins
Do I gurrender this new day to God
1. .11 T endeavor to folow the leader-
end WU he IToly Spirit throughout its
¢hip ’
hm-r.ﬂ.?

- pnt DBible passasze Y o1ld Ced have
" end? Throuzh what verse does Ile
real? ! !
epeall to me?

o
e
can (‘ii‘.”y
v hat am T espreinily ¢ ankful

- vy

toiay?

{. Tror whom woitld God have me pray
day?

r ]s there any sin or mistake in my

Ha v ’ 5 '
life for which I should ask God’s forgive

e . .
lss" Is there any apolegy or rest tution
NessS . £

, ?

1 should make’?

¢. What would God have me to do to-

day?

When We Pray

I think it would Dbe easy,
Our Saviour to obey;

If we were always faithTul,
Whenever we would pray,

And when we are consistent,
5 neere in every way;

In asking for our blessings,
That’s really when we p.ay.

Like humble little children,
‘Who ask for what they may;
lrom father and from mother,
Ir. this way we should pray.

It we were just as trusting,
And worshipped as they;

I believe we’d please the Saviour,
Whenever we would pray.

Now hear the words o) Jesus,
As Iie shows ug the Way;

“Your iather knows beforehand,
Your needs hefore you pray.”

“gust see the grass and flowers,
in bcautiful array;

Iis o ld.en will be cared for
Li.e these if they realy pray.”

And if we pray) in secret,

L. ousas sald one day;
Coniess that we are sinners,
And be humble when we pray,

Cur Lord will hear in secret,
And we, in that Great Day,
Vi receive great bless ngs,
I in thls way we pray.

cust pray without ceasing,
Can ve du that? You suy,
It cor daily avocations,

Do e have time to pray?

Lut this is done by 1iv ng,
Jeegi o glt in everyr voay;
Cur o dives o God we're glving,

Thus, by our deeds, we pray.

Rev. Jas. W. Guthrie
6051% Main Street
Dallas, Texas

Subscribe to“Te Ge”
$1.00 per Year
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COMMUNISM AND THE “WORKER"” —

Eric Johnston, president of the U. S.
Chamber of Comimerce recently returned
from a tour of Soviet Russia. With the
pro-Red virtually 'n control of the press
and the radio, very few informed persons
have the opportunity to tell the truth a-
bout the enslavement of the worker. How-
ever, much can be read between the lines
in Mr. Johnston's article in the Oct. 1944,
“Nation’s Business.” (Article entitled,” “A
Business view of IRussia.”)

Mr. Johnston says they call the Soviet

system “State Socialism”. (Same as in
Germany where they call their system,
“National Socialism,” or “Nazism,” for
short.)

“The average worker,” he says, “re-
ceives 800 and 900 rubles a month (a ru-

ble is 19 cents).” This sounds like good
wages, $160 or 175 per month, but when
you figure the BUYING POWER of 800 or
900 rubles, it amounts to about FIVE
CENTS A DAY in cur money.

Mr, Johnston says that in the non-ration-
ed stores, “A SECOND-HAND SUIT OF
CLOTHES COSTS 3,000 RUBLES; a pound
of sugar 400 rubles: a pair of shoes 2,000
rubles.”

A second hand suit is worth about $5.00
and it takes a Soviet worker about four
months to buy such a suit. That makes
his wages about $1.25 per month, or 5¢ per
day. He must work two weeks for a pound
of sugar which makes his salary in that
realm about one-half cent per day in that
wonderful worker’s paradise (????) where
the goverment: owns and contrels the
means of production.

Where did Russia get those second-hand
suits? The native Russians don’t have any
usable suits to discard. Are these the
suits Americans recently donated for Rus-
sian relief and now the Russian worker
must work four months for one? I'd like
to know, wouldn't you????

SO THE NAZARENE IS DEAD

“So the Nazercene is dead,”

Jaiaphas the high priest said.

“His wonder-working deeds are o'er,
He will trouble us no more.

May blasphemers such as He

Perish on the shameful tree,

And our holy Temple’s law

Be kept free from every flaw;

For the Temple must have sway

Till heaven and carth shall pass away.”

“So the Nazerene is dead,”

Caiaphas the high priest said.

“So the Nazerene is dead,”

In his palace Pilate said.

“Good His words and just His life,

But the priests who stirred up strife

Said His followers would be - |

From imperial Rome set free. h

Vain their plotting and their care—

All the yoke of Rome must bear—

Rome that will forever stand

Mighty lord of every land.”

“Sc the Nazarene is dead,”

In his palace Pilate said,

The Temple now has passed away,

Ended Rome’s imperial day,

But the Nazerene still Jives,

Peace to myriad souls He gives—

Lives in gentle words and dceds,

In all that meets the spirits needs,

And the cross on which He died

By His death is sanctified;

Hosts in many lands acclaim

The Crucified One by His name;

In their faithful hearts are seen

The ever-living Nazarene.

Priest and Pilate both have said

That the Nazarene is dead.

False their wisdom——false their lore:

Ile lives now and ever more,
William E. A. Axon

.

THE TWO PARDONED MEN
A shamefaced employee was summoned
to the office of the senior partner to hear

his doom. The least that he could expect K
was a Dblistering dismissal; he might be ‘
sent to prison for years. The old man !

called his name and asked him if he were !
guilty. The clerk stammered out that he
had no defense. *“I shall not send you to
prison,” said the old man. “If I take you
back, can I trust you?’ When the sur-
prised and broken clerk had given assur-
ance, and was about to leave, the senior
partner continued: “You are the second
man who has fallen and been pardoned in
this business, I was the first., What you
have done, I did. The mercy you have
received, I received. God help us all.”
—Christian Endeavor World.
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BLANKS

Ministers’ Ordination Blanks .. lic
Ministers'. License Blanks ...... 10¢
heacons’ Ordination ‘Blanks .... 10¢

These blanks are 812 x 11 inches,
and are suitable for framing.

Wwe also frurnish letter forms fcr
a letter from a church to a Quarterly
: Meeting. Association or Yearly Meet-
B also from an Association or Year-

fng, )
|y Meeting to the State Assoclation,

‘ Price 5c each or 6 for 25¢

| m——
/’

e
BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATES

. Beautiful Baptismal  Certilicates,
g4 x5% inches, with a four colored

gmphed river scene and beautiful
litho porder, are now available at

vine ree Will Baptist Gem, Monett,

‘ The F
Missouri.
ese are in books of 50, stubbed

_book style.

Th
check

Post péid .......

"

=% GREAT DOCTRINES
OF THE BIBLE
By William Evans

srereeriaanaaes $1.00

This volume is intended as a ground
work or text book in the study of
theoloBY ‘and is a very careful and
palnstaklug setting forth of the great
doctrines of the Word of God, It
has been used for years in a number
of Bible schools and training insti.
tutes for Christian workers. Adopted

also for group Bible class, or iudi-

vidual use.

975 Pages, Cloth Covers, $1.50

Order from ‘‘The Gem’’ Monett, Mo.
W

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
Dunn - Wolfe

Neatly Fitted in Loose-Leaf
Notebook Covers

A loose-leaf series of 50 lectures out-
lines on the conduct and activitiea
of the minister, both in the pulpit
and out, and in every department of
church work.

Dr. Dunn was the founder of the
old Hillsdale Free Will Baptist Col-
lege in Michigan and Dr. Wolle
recently closed THE SCHOOL OF
THE DBIBLE which was ‘“The only
Free 1Will Baptist Correspondence
School” for nearly 50 years.

Only a Limited Supply
Price, post paid, ............ $1.00

A HISTORY CF THE BIBLE
Mrs. Copp, A. M, B. D, L. L. B.

An Excellent Book for Young
Ministers )
A VERY HNELPFUL book. ‘I'he
author is the widow of Prof. John §.
Copp of the old Hillsdale Free Wil
Baptist  Collvge in Michigan some
thirty or forty year: ago,

Cloth Bound — 180 Pages
Neat in Appearance

Only a Limited Supply
Price, post paid ... e 91,00

Subscribe to ‘‘The Gem"
$1.00 per year

B e  a  a e e

Order from ‘'The Gem'' Monett, Mo.

B N N e i i i
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Price List and Order Blank

Free Will Baptist Sunday School Supphes

...... Class Book No.

...... Request Slips, Form 12 - -

R Vigiting Report Card, Form

and amount desired.

I (for Beginners and Primaries)
...... Class Book No. 2(Juniors, Intermediates, Young Peop]e ‘Adults)25¢ each $
...... General Secretary’s Book No. 6
....... Large Wall Card (Six Point Credits), Form 8 - - -
....... Information Card (Six Point System), Form 9

Lo Individnal Report Slips, Form 10
~,{ ..c...Class Report Envelopes, Form 11

T Monthly Report Blanks, Form 13
...... (‘}beneralA Secretary’s Réport Blanks, Form 14 - -
. .... Convention Report Blanks, Form 15 - - - ‘
...... Superintendent’s Report Blanks, Form 16 - -

256c each $........
- . . - 7ic each $........

36¢ each S
20c per 50 $........
- - $1.50 per (pad) 1,000 $...,....
T5¢ per 100 $......: -
- R 20c per pad of 100 $........

- -k 80gver pad of 100 5.

16¢ per pad of ’25 $........
75¢ per pad of 650 §.....
40c¢ per pad of 25 §........
25¢ per 50 $........

IMPORTANT

Please order all supplies by form number, ‘Bé sure’ to state the correct number
Enclose a check or mone}; order w1th each order,.

e ey

Order from “The Free Will Baptlst Gem,"". 'VIo"ett Missouri

e v

- FREE WILL BAPTIST GEM
Published Moathly
$1.00 per year
' Send your Subscyiption to
' The Free Will Baptist Gem
Monett, Misgouri

Send for Sample Copies to be dis-
tributed . in  your Chyych and Com-
munity.

yor

The six-volume edition 6f Jamieson,
Fausset, and Brown Commentary is a-
vailable to you again, after being out
of print for many years- This new ed-
ition contains the Scripture in full,
not to be found in the one-volume ed-
ition, and the exposition is more de-
tailed; also it has the more readable
original type. '‘By comparison, the ex-
position of the four Gospels in this
six-volume set takes 486 pages against
171 pages used in the one-Volume ‘edit-
ion, :

The retail price of this new six-vol-
ume edition is a reasonable $25.00, <If
you have awaited this purchase oppor-
tumty for years, we are ready to sup-
ply you with the set after November
1. You will not be able to secure it
immediately from any other source.

Send your order for this great six-
volume Bible commentary, to the Free
Will Baptist Gem.




