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! , Pefhaps Today

““Ve turned to God from idols, to serve the living and
true God; and to wait for His Son from heaven.”’ 1.Th.
1:2-10.

Perhaps today the clouds will part asunder,
Reveal a glory brighter than the sun,

And we shall view with transport, joy and wonder,
The Hope of BEarth and Heaven’'s Beloved One.

Ferhaps today the world’s last taunt shall grieve us,
And Satan, foiled, his f'nal dart shall cast,

: And all our flesh’s frailties shall leave us,

[ And disappointment evermore be’ vast.

I

Perhaps today from weary beds of anguish
God’s suffering saints shall breathe their final sigh,
In glory rise, no more on earth to languish ’
To meet their great Deliv'rer in the sky.

Perhaps today the trump of CGod resounding,
Shall wale the sleepers from their beds cf clay,
And we with them our longed-for Tord surrounding,

Shall szc His glorious face,—perhaps today!

Arthur Gook—Missionary in Iceland,

‘‘So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to
pass, know that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.”
Luke 21:31.

The Lord is certainly coming!., No less than on 317
occasions is the fact of it, in the New Testament alone,
given distinct mention. The date when it is going to
be is never mentioned. Nevertheless, the time when
this wonderful event should be expected to begin its
unfolding, is very clearly indicated always. The dis-
ciples never asked their Lord what would be the date
when He was to return here. What they said was:
“‘What shall be the sign of Thy coming?’’ *TheL ord
plainly told them. : :
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l%& GOSPEL SERMONS &F

Is the Altar Scriptural

Ffe. Clarence Hearron, U. S. Army

In this day of modernistic advance-
went and achievements, there are var.ed
not'ons and ileas concerning the whole
Bible. These ideas ale sometimes danger-
Lord's
Kingdom. .

There is a belief, which s being widely
circulated todoy, that God will mnot hear
the prayers of an unsaved person. Conse-
quently, the altar, o “mourners bench,”
has been branded as unscr@ptural‘ and of
no value.

Those who hold th's view define re-
pentance as of knowlelge of sn and a
turning from sin. But 1epentance means
mere than that, in my opinion. I believe
that rep-ntance inc'udes:

1. Xnowledge of sin. Since ths is a-
greeq upon by most eve ycne no need for
crgument is visitle.

2. Sorrow for Sin. ‘¥or godly so row
worleth repentance to salvation.”” 2 Cor.
7:10. Sorrow such as th's '3 not sorrow
for cne’s sclf, but iz a sorrow of the heart
in rcalizing one s an ofiinder of Gol and
has tronscrevsed s lavs. '

3. Confess on of sins to (od and not to
r.an, “Ile that covereth liis s ns £hall noc
p o per; but whsso conlesmelh and for-
saketh them shall have merey.” Prov. 28:
13. “IF'or whosoever sha'l call upon the
nime of the' Lord shall be saved.” Roin.
10:13. '

4. Turning fiom sin. “Therefore also
now, saith the Lord, turn ye even to nie
vith all your heart, ang with fast ' ne,
and w'th weeping, and with mourning.”
Joel 2.12. “To open treir eyes, and to
turn them from darkness to l:ht .
Acts 26:18.

Of course, it is difficult to separate
these steps of repentance, because repent-
ance takes place in the heart. True re-
pentance,however, will .include the steps
mentioned. The heart of the penitent is
then ready to accept Christ and be just-
ified, as thé publican who prayed. “God
be merciful to me a sinner,” was justified
—by faith. The Hebrew word for repent-
ance carries with it a meaning of weeping
and mourning., This must be the attitude
of the heart, for it is the heart that needs
to be cleansed.

How, then, can anyone mock at a church
which has retained the altar? Yet it is be-
ing don_e. Some say that the . “mourners
bench” is an addition to God’s plan of
saving' men and women. Let us look into
this a little fapther. '

When John the Baptist was baptizing,
he told the people to repent. He did his
peaching either before or after he baptized.
The logical conclusion is that he baptized
those who heard him preach repentance.
Surely no one would have been baptized

" without knowing what John preached. He

demanded that people repent and many
“werpe baptized of him in Jordon, confess-
ing their sins.” Matt. 3:6. John’s baptism
was the baptism of repentance. Whom did

he baptize? Those who confessed their
sins.

“And bhechold, there came a leper and
worshipped him, saying, Lord if thou

wilt, thou canst maajke me clean, And
Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him,
saying, I will; be thou clean. And immed-
iately his leprosy was cleansed.” Matt, 8:
2-3. The meaning of wopship to the Jew
was to bow down before what was being
worshiped. This leper seems to have
knelt before Christ and asked to be cleans-
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ed. Does that compare favorably with the
altar? I think so.

The Greek woman, Maprk 8:25-31, came
and asked Christ to cast forth” a devil
from her daughter. She besought him says
the Bible. Her daughter was made whole,

Most of the miracles which Jesus per-
formed upon the sick, and lame wepe done
so after He wags asked. These people were
seeking the Lord while he could be found.
There are smnany instances in the Bible
of people asking and then receiving,

Turn with me to Jonah 3:7, “And’ he
caused it to he proclaimed and published
through Nineveh by ‘the decree of the king
and his nobles, saying, let neithepr man
nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything;
let them not feed mnor drink water; but
let man and beast be covered with sack
cloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea,
let them turn every one from his evil way,
and fromj the violence that is in their
hands.” Here is ;{ Biblical example of re-
pentance. God did not destroy Nineveh,
either, because He heard the prayers of
those wicked people.

“But if all prophesy, and there come in
one that believetlh not, or one unlearned.
He is convinced of all, he is judged ot
all: and thus ape the the secrcts of his
heart made manifest; and so fallixfg down
on his face he will worship God, and re-
port that God is in you of a truth.” 1 Cor.
14: 24-25. Here an unbeliever is mentioned
as being convicted of sin (secrets of his
heart made manifest), and falling on his
face and worshipping God. It looks like
Paul bhelieved in an altay.

Can a person be saved without kneeling -
at an altar and weeping and moaning? 1
believe he can, because repentance and

faith takes place in the heart. One can be
saved anywhere at any time if one meets

the conditions, When a man is ready -to
be saved, God is ready to save him.

I sincerely believe that an altar where
people may come and repent and accept
Chpist should be left in the Churches.
The_{r have proved their worth and are
certainly scriptural.

Find a church that is modernistic and
is cold and formal where the divinity
of Christ is doubted, and that church wili
not ‘have an altar where penitent men,
women, boys, and girls may come and seek
the Lord.

Free Will Baptists, this is- a challenge
to us. Today, people want to go to churches
where the Lopd may be found. Shall we -
keep the altar and be called a “peculiar
Déol)le,” or shall we take the road others
have taken and leave the scriptural altar
out of our churches? I think the altap is
one of the best places there is for people
to come and be saved. Whether in the
city or the country, it people will humble
themselves, the Lord will lift them up.

Is the altar seriptural? I Dbelieve it is.
Why, then, have so many left the altar out
of the churches? Does it mean that Satan
has gained a strong place in the sanctuary’
The devil wants people to Dbelieve that
God will not hear sinners. That is his way
of keeping them under bondage.

Again I say this is a challenge to Free
‘Will Baptists to keep the altar and pre-
sent a Christ, no longer on the cposs, but
in heaven where He acts as the one Med-
jator between God and man. He is the
only hope for this war-torn sinful world.
Shall we do it?

Gods plan of

Rev. J. A. Davidson

Redemption

The law of Spirit life Rom. $:13”, For
if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die; but
if ye through the spirit, do mortify the
deeds of the body, ye shall live.” Now thig
is a very . plain statement, who is Paul
writing to? v. ‘1, those that are not under
condemnation, who are walking after the

Antlers, Oklahoma
spipit. Would you affirm that Paul was
not . warning Christians against spiritual

death? You surely know that all must die
a physical death, and too, Paul was not
writing to dead folks. Dead in sin, it is
being preached that the commission given
the apostles Mark 16-16 affirms the Christ-
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ians eternal salvation. However 1 want
you to notice the word (believeth) it de-
notes continuing in belief. Supe, if one
continues in the faith he will be eternally

saved. The term (believeth) goes beyon(_l
the term (belicve.) 1 once Dbelieved things
that I do not now believe. It has beeu
said and is at least true in part, that folks
practice what they believe. If you are sick
and you believe in medical aid, you get a
physician, and take his treatment, now ac-
cording to definitions faith jg that you
believe, and if you have faith in God, you
practict what God tells you to practice. And
John wrote by the instruction of the Lord,
Rev. 22:14, “Blessed ape they ihat do His
commandments, that they may have right
to the tree of life, and may enter in through
the gates -into the city.” So you see¢ the
premises ig to the faithful only. John 5:24,
is another text that is used to try to
make a backslider feel safe, the same
verh is used in that statement and we ad-
mit that the Christian wlip practices faith
will not come into condemnation, but 1
want you to notice that Paul wrote Dby
the inspiration of the Spirit of God. Rom.
14:23, “Whatsoever is not of Faith is sin.”
Sin to~ some? To the one that practices
it to be sure. Again it is bheing taught
that there is no power in Heaven or carth
that can seperate us from God. Now if
cuch teachers would stay with the DBible
it would not be so rediculous, for it is a
fact that God so loved the world that TIlc
gave IIis only Degotten Son that whoso-
ever believeth in Him should not perish.
but have everlasting life. John 3:16. You
surely would not affirm that all the world
will be saved, the scripture to which they
refer is Rom. 8:38-39, but lhonestly I wanti
you to study v. 39, “Nor height nor depth,
nor any other’ creature,” are you not a
ereature?  Can you not see the word (oth-
er) excludes you in the statement, you
are the only one that can seperate yeu
from the love of God. Let us study the
truth as it is revealed in the hook of
God. James 1:13 “Let no man say when
he ig tempted, I om tempted of God: for

God cannot he tempted with evil, neither’

tempteth he any man:” now you know, it
vou know anything, that when it enters
your mind to commit sin, that is temptat-
jon and CGod is not responsible for that
temptation, it came from satan and if you

carry out the thought and commit the sin
then you are responsible for the sin. No-
tice v. 14. “But every man is Atc‘muted.
when he is drawn away of his own lust,
and el{ticetl:” this proves. beyo_nd any
doubt, fihat any Christian can seperate
themselves from God. Some may"duest-
ion our logic on the word drinketh and
want to know what we do with' the teri
drinketh. John 4:13, “Jesus answcred and
said unto her, whosoever drinketh of this
water shall thirst again:” you may say
it the word drinketh means continuing to
drink, then if we had all the water that
we could drinlql in this life would we get
thirsty? Yes, you remember the story of
the rich man, there is no doubt but what
he liad all the literal water that he could
drink in this world, but you must remem-
her he was very thirsty in the world to
come. Mark 16:24. One silly question that
we have been asked is after one is horm
of the Spirit, can they bhe unborn? Aun-
swer, no but they can die. How docs a
child get out of his father’s family? They
are not unborn, they die. The child of
God is born of the Spirit then he is a
member of God’s family, his name is
written in the Laml’s Book of Life in
Heaven, if he does not sin unto death,
he will live forever. DIut John wrote 1
John 5:16 “If o man sce his brother sin
a sin, which is not untg death, he shall
ask, and he shall give himn life, for themr
that sin not unto death, there is a sin
unto death; I do not say that you shall
pray for it.”” Anyone ought to know that
if a Christian can commit an unpardon-
able sin in this life, he will not be lost,
he is already lost death again in sin. Jude
said twice dead, plucked up by the roots.
see Jude v, 12, The Apostle Peter calls
them cursed children, which have forsa-
ken the right way. 2 Peter 2:14-15, Per-
sonally I can seec the doctrine of once in
Grace always in Grace in only one light,
and the Apostle Peter gives the light on
the teacher and the pupil. v. 19-20 “While

_ they promise them liberty, they themselves

are the scrvants of corruption; for of
whom o man is overcome, of the same s
lie brought into bondage. for if after they
have escaped the polutions of the world
through the knowledge of the Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again en-
tangled therein and overcome. - The lat-
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ter end is worse with them than the be-
ginning.” Reader I want you to

that the backslider is entangled in sin bu!

notice

the apostate is overcome, let us study v.

21 “For it had been better for them nn:
to have known the way of righteousness,
than after they have known it, to turn

from the holy commandment delivered un-

to them. v. 22, But it is happened unto
them according to the true proverb, the
dog has turned to his own vomit again,
and the sow that washed to her wallow-
ing in the mire.” Apostacy is a Bible
doctrine from beginning to end, the truth

(if you receive it) shall make you free.

(Jlspan ore Eigoommion Prcgnmm.

ANNUAL ENDOWMENT
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Our Bible School

Rev. J. R. Davidson, Business Manager, Free Will Bapt st Bible College

The time for a school to grow is wheil
it is young. This analogy is exhibited in
all forms of life, both plant and animal.
The time for a Christian to gpow is when
he is young; the time for a preacher to
grow is when he is young; and the time
for a church to grow is when it is young.
Age is averse to being pushed, it is more
static than dynamic.

The Free Will Baptist. Denomination is
among the oldest Christian opganizations
of the United States, and its age and
traditions are manifestly hindering influ-
ences all to frequenly. But the National
Association is an infant organization, po-
tent and aggressive. We are in the ha-
bit of thinking of the National Associat-
jon as a general crganization composed of
subordinate constituent bodies within the
soveral states, and it is desirable that
this tpend of thought constantly deepen
and expand. The real life and force,
however, of the National Asgsociation a-
bounds in the devotion of an ever increas-
ing number of Christian men and women
who appreciate those larger achievements
that are impossible without a consolidat-
ion of sacrificial service and money.

Life gprows after the inside-outside se-
quence. The progress which we have made
as a pecple in recent years reveals this
order. God has laid His hands upon in-
dividuals and has directed them in paths
of service. He directed Miss Barnard to
India; the Willeys, the Dodds, Miss Yeley
and Miss Van Syoc to Cuba. He has made
His will known to others who ape to fol-
low in missionary service. He has stirred
the hearts and inclined the wills of thou-
sands in Free Will Baptist churches
throughout the coantry. The cry “Awake
0 Fpee Will Baptists” is being heard from
hundreds of pulpits, Sunday school rooms,
auxiliary and league assemblies. A revi-
val of faith in the cohesive ability of Free
Will Baptists is in evidence.

MONEY SHOWS FAITH

The picture herewith is an offering
which exclaims the love and foresight ot
many Free Will Baptists. Out of a firm
faith in the revealed Word of God as thc
only message of salvation, they have spo
kyn by a deed that cannot be gain said .All
money is peal money in God’s hands, and
every Free Will Baptist of sincere con-
victiong will find in this offering a chal-
lenge. Look at these checks! You might
even like to read the names of their mak-
ers. The bag altually contains §$1000, the
entire smcunt of which was given by Free
Will Baptists of South Carolina. Observe
the Annual Endowment check pad, which
represents the method by which appyroxi-
mately half of the funds of the Bible Col-
lege are realized. We give thanks to God
for our Sisters in the Lord, Mrs. Sophia
Hardee and Mrs. R. W. Smiith; for our
bpethren, Levi Hill, B. F. Payne, and G.
(. King; for the Cumberland Association
of Tennessee; and for the Free Will Bap-
tist Church of Davis, North Carolina. Our
people in the great state of South Caro-
lina have challenged Free Will Baptists in
all the states. They resolved to raise the
1945 quota fop the expansion of the col-
lege, and they did it! Is it too much to
say, “Others can do as welll?

The Bible college does not maintain a
field force, only a business manager-treas-
urer. It is expensive to operate collect-
ing organizations; therefore, since we
really mean business, may we urge that
every ministep of the denomination, every
Sunday school, every auxiliary, and every
league, together with all quarterly meet-
ings and union meetings respond to the
needs of the Bible College with offerings
and individual gifts as freely as the Lord

may lead.
We have purchesed an additional build-
ing of approximately the same size of the

administpation building, and this wili
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.‘gl‘eatly facilitate the efficiency of the col-

lege work; but our list of applicants for
admission at the opening of the spring
rsemester already predicts a congestion
problem, not as much as in the past but
nevertheless sufficient to result in loss to
many of our students.

A new wall picture (28” x 14”) of the
Ilible College, including the building ve-
cently  purchased, is now available and
will be sent free of charge to those who
desire to post them in their churches.

More than half of our student group in
the spring will consist of men and theip
wives. These men expect to become pastors
of our churches, and their wives leaders
and teachers in various phases of the work.
“The housing situation in Nashville is a
major problem, and rental propepty rarely
ever .obtainable. OQur married students are
challenging the denomination to provide
apartments in which they may live while
pursuing courses of tpaining in the Bible
college. Other institutions have recognizad
the deserts of married students and have
spent tremendous sums money as a means
of providing living - facilities for them.
Some of our best matepial is to be found
among this claass of students. Shall we
give them a chance to prepare to serve
the cause that so greatly needs their ser-
vice? Yes, we nced more property; we must
expand; the time to grow is now.

‘The following statement will peveaal to
our people in each state their standing as
relates to the 1945 quota allotted to them
for the expansion program of the college:

Slate 1945 Quota Credit Bal. due
) for 1945
Alabama - . $124.60 $8765.40

$1000

Lty

Florida 500 205.50 2?4.;2
Georgia 1500 545.96 9a4ﬂ80
Illinois 1000 93.20 90(;.rr
Kentucky 750 17.45 73r..(;;
Michigan 1000 65.00 930.’.—0
Mississippi 500 70.50 429.87
Missouri 2000 116.93 1083.
North Carolina 4000 4836.67 "
Ohio 1000 56.50 943.ar
Oklahoua 1000 59.75 940.25
South Carolina 1000 1298.00 .
Tennessee 2500 550.14 1949.8 i
Tennessce 2500 550.14 1942.8(:
Texas 1000 254.83 740.1(:)
Virginia 750 10.00 740.00
West Virginia 500 87.12 412.8
The above figures reveal the fz(tjc;mtllilsat

two of the states; namely North
and South Carolina are well over the t(op:
It should be remembered that the 1946
quota calls for the raising of -30¢%, of tlje
total allotted to each state; hence these
two states will have a nice palance at the
close of 1945 to apply on the 1946 quota.
We are sure, however, that these states

v jai [id
“ will not confine themselves to the raising

of the amounts allotted for each year.

South Carolina is driving to finish up the
entire quota for the next three yea}'s (1111.'-
ing 1946. The two Carolinas, Mlssoun:
Georgia, Texasii and some of the other
states have definite plans fop raising the
quotas alloted to them. Surely the allot-
ments are easily within reach of every
s{ate, we have from now through Dec.
21, 1945, to finish the 209, which should
1.)e’ raised this year. Come o1, preachers.
and lay the mattep fairly hefore your peo-
ple and let us all go over the top as have
North Carolina and South Carolina.

i

 The National Association
| 'ENTERPRISE DEPARTMENT

"Rev. Robert B. Crawford, Executive Secretary National Association

g

3609 Richland Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee

. Wherg are, our Free Will Baptists and
wht are they doing? There has arisen u
¢ 11 from our people to the Lord for grest-

er hless'ngs. But as a peop'e we have not
stoppcd to count or lieep a very good 1¢-
cor] of what we are doing through the
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Lor('l’s' leadersh p. I am of the opinion
that there are thousanls who have not
bowed their knee to DBaal. How many
times hearts are blessed and hopes re-
vived when people sce through our church
papers, 1ecords and reports of souls being
saved, people coming to Christ, the Cross,
and the Church.

Records ang reports have always beenu
stressed by our Un'ted States’ Govern-
ment. It is a source of strength to know
what is go'ng on all over the states. If
we, as a lenomination, knew all the goold
things be'ng done by others of our denom-
inat’on, we would be greatly encouraged.
We would know how many are ready to
meet their Lord. We are warneq ‘“‘he ye
also ready,” but do we have the record
made that will prove we are realy. To
be ready for a visitor
look for or-expect the visitor are two dif-
ferent things. We are not only to prepars
to meet our God in the world to come—
but prepare ang meet Him here duy by
day. “Looking for and hasting unto the
coming of the day of the Lorl.” “Look-
ing: for that blessed hope, and the glori-
‘ous appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ.” It is poss’ble to be
‘worked up over the coming of the Lord
without being stirred about the Lord who
is coming. One is an event, the other *s
a Person, and it is the Person who makes
the‘,' event. Looking for something to hap-
pen is onec thing; looking for someone to
conme is another. Yes, have a good pro-
gram. Keep accurate records and reports
but these are dry as dust unless there is
joyful expectemcy of the person  who
makes the program, That would be like
the bride more interested in the trousseau
and the wedding trip than in the groom
himegelf. We are not to be just agents to
an event hut looking for some Person to
cone on the train when the tram docs
arrive. Not only does the sccond con’hs

of Jesus Chr'st mean preparation (ree-
ER) . N .

orls and reports) and expectation bur
also purification. *“And cvery man that

‘vhath th's hope in H'm purificth himse't,
even as He is pure.” This pzing true then
it calls for separation from everyth'ng
that would hinder our reccords ang re-
ports that He will judge in that day.

and to joyfully

Every wolk will. be judged, so—'‘what
manner of persons ought ye to be in all
holy conversation and go lliness.” Godli-
ness or God-like-ness is to keep a record.
You might not have an angel to keep the
records, but surely the ministers are re-
sponsible for see ng that records are
made and reports givem on time. .

F.nally. we have a duty to the outside
world. We must evangelize. Not only to
keep recolds and’ reports of activities—
but work toward a greater report. If we
are not gathering souls with Him, we
scatter abroad. It is time for us to awale
out of sleep. for now is our salvation
nearer than when we bhelieved. It isn't
enough to sit on the shore anl discus.;'
how many we¢ have caught—liow much
to Chr.stian Education, Foreign Miss on,
cte.,, We have given—not even discussing
the signs of the times, when we ought 10
be driven by the signs of the times to
lsunch out inte the decp and let down
our nets for a draught. I know it isn’t
pleasant to keep records, but we are not
called to do the casy or the pleasani
thing but the essential. So do not hang
a sign over your heo't— “Please (o not
disturh”—hut be disturbed as to how oui
records ang reports are made. God help
us not only to appear zealous for the
work—but to live and do our religion by
living prepared, and expectant, purifiei
and separated lives. KKeeping on working,
witnessing, and winning with Christ, if
sn I think a great revival will spread.

I have appointed a State Statistic'an
where ever I know of Free Will Baptist.
Will yon cooperate with them.

ANNOUNCEMENT

When sending money orders to your
State Treasurer, please make them pay-
able at Warrensburg, Missouri. Continue
my mail at Centerview, Missouri.

Marie Hyatt, State Treasurer

PR L L
Subscribe to ‘‘The Gem’' .
$1.00 per Year
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The Great
Commission World
— Our Mission For Christ

Woman’s Auxiliary Department
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In II Cor.

“Examine yourselves, whether ye be in
the faith; prove your own selves.”

3:5, we find these words,

In these¢ closing days of 1945, men in
the commerciaj world are busy takin:;
inventory of their4stock. itemizing their
~assets and the value of each item.. They
are also taking stock wof their 1'abilities,
" in order that they may discover the flaws,
or mistakes in their previous managc-
ment. How much more do we, as Christ-
fan women need to take stock of our
assets and liabilities in our
lives? We should strive to learn how
strong our faith is, in our Lord and Mas-
ter. We shbulg weigh our love for Iim
anl for one another. How strong is our
prayer-life? How .dear to lour hearts is
the work Ile has given us to do? Are we
in “one accord” as to pur sacrific'al ser-
vice? Do we have and practice all of the
christian graces, as given us by Paul, the
Apostle in the 5th chapter if Galatians,
or hy Peter in II Peter 1:5-8.

Let us deal honestly with ourselvés,
“as unto the Lord’, for He is our partner
in this blessed worn of w:nning the lost
to Christ. When we accepted th's pari-
nership with Him, we form; a new “unit
that we might work with Him and for
Him, combining our lives anq our efforts
with H!s in the accomplishment of His

. luterests.” This not only applies to in-
dividual, Chr'stians, but as a church, or
.an aux’illial'y of the church. A corporation
is a legal aszociation for business tran-

sactions, or that of being united with
another body in the forming of new
groups, or organizations in order that

‘a certain enterprise may function to ad-
vantage, and become =2 great asset to
those most concerned, as well as wielding
a greater influence in the promoton of
the cause at large. This holds true in the
lives of all of us who des.re to see Christ's
kingdom extendeg in the earth.

religious -

In taking stock of our liabilities, we
shoul! be careful to learn where we ate
that we may be prcpared to
“feht the good fight of faith”,
“build up our walls of defense. Whatever
mistakes we have made in 1945, let us use
tbem as a ladder on which we can sur-
nount every difficulty, and atta n a high-
or standard of christian living and ser-
v.ce, through the divine guidance of .the
IToly Spirit. In this New year just dawn-
ing, God is hand.ng us a new book, with
threc hundred and sixty-five eclean, white
pages. We will fill those pages one by one.
Should we live to sce the close of 1946,
and we cheek up eccounts, I wonddr if
we will have to bow our heads in shame
at what we f.nl there. God is keeping
accounts with us also. IHe is deal ng hon-
estly with us, and will g.ve us our just
reward for all service that is well ren-
dered. T

In our New Year Dock of Programs.
we shall find plans, by which we are to
work during the year. We ehall f.nd
twelve lessons, or programs for our study
courses from month to month. ¥We shall
find the duties of the various officers, as
viell as other items of vital interest. I
hope that each officer, from the .,Nationa!
Aux liary on lown to State, District and
local, will study carefully their specific
work, and endeavor to put their plans
into execution, for unless we work our
plans to the utmost benetit of all, we
shall fal to live up to the highest ami
best inteiests of the kingdom work of
our Lord. Liet us keep in mind that we
are partnel‘s,. or ‘co-laborver’s together
with Him” in the cxtens’on of His king-
dom, and that “It is required in stewards
that a man be founl faithful.” It is a
hlessed privilege we have to labor with
Him, being led by His Holy Spirit and to
know that H¢ never fails us, although
much we may fail Him, and show our

weakest,
and to
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lack of interest in Him, Ile is ever ready
to rescue us from all manner of evil, Let
us be I ke So. Paul in Phil 3:13-14, “But
this one. thing I do, forgetting those
things which are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are bhefore,
I PRESS toward the mark for the prizz
of the high calling of God in Jesus Christ.

May the New Year bring joy, as we
have not known before, in a yielded and
consecratd! life to our Lord and Saviour,
and to a deeper sense and appreciation
for His great love to us.

Some of us have hag letters from Rev.
tnd Mrs. Dodd, telling of the great neel
for a “jeep” in Cuba. You doubtless saw
an article in the Baptist Paper, and also
in the Gem, from Mrs. Eunice Edwards,
who is not only the National Presi}lent
of our Auxiliary Convention, but is the
Third Vice-president of the Women’s Aux-
iliary Convention in the state of' Mis-
souri, calling on her people in that State
to rally to this need. I come to you, as
the Mission Chairman of our National
Woman’s Auxiliary Cenvention, calling
on all local, District and State Miss'on
Chairmen, to get this great need before
your people, and lets raise the funds for
our Missionaries. They are havingl to
waste many precious hours because of the
slow methods of travel in Cuba. They
have to depend on slow Busses, antiguat-
ed trains an! horse-back to reach their
preaching ponts. With a “jeep” they
would be able to carry the gospel much
faster to the Island of Cuba, and reach
places, many of them perhaps, that they
would never reach otherwise.

We must not fail to supply this greu!
neeq of theirs. The Lord is opening doors
and giving us many opportunities to
carryl out H's Great Commisston, and if
we fail, Woe be unto us!

The King’s business requires haste, and
what we do, we must do quickly.

If we can raise the necessary funds by
the m'ddle of January, we can purchase
the “jeep” at a reduced price through u
friend of the Willey’s. He is having twe
sent over there for another Mission, an!
we can have ours sent at the same t'me.
This frienq is to send the two the latter
part of January 1946. Let us not waste

any time n raising the amount needed.
When you read this artic’e, start at once
to secure fun's. While we spent huge a-
rounts of money for Chris’mas, in giving
gi. 7 unto men, may we make a special
gift unto the Lord, by g'ving some hing
that will halp to carry out the Great

Comimission.

Mrs. K. V. Shutes, Third Vice Pres'dent
of W. N. A. C,

We sincerely hope that our women will
bheed this ca’l for a jeep for our Cuban
Miss'onaries. Mrs. Shutes, Mrs. lidwards
and others ane vitally concerned in se
curing suffic'ent funds wf,th which to
purchase the jeep, to be used in the spread
¢of the gospel to lost men antl women.

There is no reason why we should not
come to the rescue with our tithes and
offer'ngs, and make it pgssible for our
Migsionaries in Cuba to have better fa-

‘ciiit'es for travel, We are ALL called to

gervice in foreign ficlds for the Muster,
but helpless hands are stretched out to
rs from across the water, asking that we
“Come over ang help them” by sending
of our means, we are tilling our p'ace in
this great work, which should be counted
a bless! pr.vilege on our part, and the
only way that many of us can answer
the calll for foreign service. May we give
cheertully, knowing that “free]y' we have
received, freely we ahould give.”

Al'ce E. Lupton, Editor of the Auxil-
fanyl Department in the DBaptist.

FREDRICKTOWN, AUXILIARY

Dear Gem Readers,

Just a word from the TFredericktown
Auxiliary. We are happy to report the
Lord is still blessing us in our efforts.
We are truly thankful for each blessing
He has seen fit to send our way. We de-
sire to grow closer to God and closer to
each other that we may be more worthy
to be called chillren of God. We do real-
ize what a privilege it is to worship Him
and only ask for an humble place in His
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‘service. I am sure it is the desire of each
of our hearts to be in the center of His
will and be led out into greater service
that we may lead more souls to Jesus.
We know that the harvest truly is ripe
unto harvest, but the laborers ore few go
we ask your pl‘ayEI'S that each of us may
be leq out by the Lord into ITis work. Our
prayer is that we may he willing to say,
go, or do anything that wjll further the
cause of Christ and sincerely desire your
prayers.

Sisterr Bessie Baldw:n
Oletha Chapman

President,
Corresponding Sec.,

NORTH ZULCH, TEXAS

On a recent evening the women of the
North Zulch Tree Will Baptist Church
met to reorganize the Woman’s Auxiliary.
The Lord marvelously hlessed and much
interest was ﬁlanifcste(l by those present.

The meeting was opened /with an in-
spiring .devotional, consisting of a hymn
“I Love to Tell the Story”, prayer by
Mrs. Margaret DMorton, and a Scripture
reading and comments from 1 Corinth-
jans 3:9 by the pastor.

AMrs. Alvin Halbrook spoke briefly on
the purpose of an Auxiliary an'l the dut-
ies of the officers. The meeting was pre-
sided over by tlie pastor, Rev. Alvin I
lfalbrook, and after prayerful cons!lera-
tion, the following officers were elected:

I'resident -—— Mrs. Alvin F. Holbrook
First Viee Pres. — Mrs, Arlie Adams
Second V'ce pres. — El'zabeth Stewart
Third Vice pres. -— DPatsy: Morton
Fourth Viee pres. — Mrs. Margaret Mor-
ton
Tifth Vice pres. —- Mrs. Lutner Adams
Recording Sce. — Mrs, Homer Ialin
Treasurer — Mrs. Travis ILibbitts
The Auxiliary will meet twice each

month in the homes of the members. The
Auxiliary has high lopes of occomplish-
ing much as “loborers together with

Gl

Mrs. Alvin F. Halbrook

Lying covers a multitude of sins—tem-
porarily. Moody.

A Guide Book for W. A. ....iieniee i5¢

Designed for your use as a Woman’s
Auxiliary worker, is this new 1946 Guide
Book which was authorized by the W. N.
A. C. while in session at Middlesex, N. C.
This is a new and revised edition of the
MANUAL of METHODS, with an ad\lit-
ional chapter covering the proceedings of
the 1945 Annual Convention. It is a book
vou will use with increas’ng pleasure
and profit throughout 1946. so please
place your orders now, TODAY with

Mrs. FFannie Polston
318 Woodland Street
‘Nashville, 6, Tennessee

A LETTER FROM THE DODDS

Since I am aware of the interest many
of our people have in the Cuban School
OE. Miss'ons, T am going to devote this
montl's article entirely to the school,
an! its surroundings. Let me state in the
very outset that Free Will Baptists have
something, on the islang of Cuba in this
school of which to be justly proud. Nor
do we reed to he ashamed of ouy facilit'es
with w}hich We are carrying on this (-
ucational program. While we, perhaps,
could not carry on in the states wign
what we have here, we get along mgae-
nificently with it on the islang ang ai-
ready we are enjoying returns from t}e
investments in training the Cuban Youns
men an’l women for the carrying of th:
Gospel to their own people. Pleage bear
in ming all the while that the standarqs
in Cuba so Tar as living and housing aye
concerned, are drastically lower than
tliose in the home land. To be sure. we

are separated by only a few miles hyt if
you could be here for one day ani get o
(= <

slight glimpse of the dire poverty (hat
abounds among the npoorer beople you
coulg read’ly understand what We mean
vhen we say that such things ag higher
living standards are out of the question
for the average Cuban. Cubha's society
roecognizes only two classes—the rich an)
the poor. The rich are very rich and the
poor are very poor.

“Los Cedros de Lebanos” or The Cedars
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of Lehanon (the name of the Seminary
in Cuba) is located in a region known- as
the Cangre. The Cangre is in the mudst
of the tobacco growing section and also
" produces quite a bit of fruit sueh as oran-
ges ang guava, The school is fifteen min-
utes by bus from the city of Pinar Del
Rio which is used as the- buying center
for supplies of all kinls. It is approached
by a drive through an orange grove and
as the road winds around up to the cam-
pus one gets a bird’s eye view of the en-
tire countryside. Off to the northeast the
mounta'ns loom up forming a bheautiful
purplish haze arainst the skyline. The
majestic royall palm can he seen every-
where ang seems to serve as a horder for
vast strotches of scenery along the way.
To the southwest the land rolls away in
gontle reaches that tang of greenness
and verlure. Banana plantains line the
fence rows and arroyos and some, of theln
are just bheg mning to put out the small
otalks of fruit. The fence posts can he
seen budding and growing everywhere
because they are made from a wood that
continues to grow when severe! from the
main trunk of the trec. These serve as
constant source of fence poasts. In the
f'elds men and oxen move slowly to aud
fro, tilling the land as did those of old-
et times. The shrill staccato of the Cu-
han rveaches ones ears as lie shouts at the
clumsy Dbrutes which serve h'm so faith-
fully, yet so slowly. Off to our right as
we near the school sets a small Cuban
hut. This is the lome of Cecelia, a faith-
ful Chr'stian who has heen converted a
ghott while. He celebrateq his birth ny
only last week and Mrs. Day3d, Mr. and
Mrs. W lley and I were his specal guests.
They sorved the favor'te Cuban dish,
“arroz con pollo” or Rice with chicken.
From this home we can see the thaten
roofs of the Seminary. All the people in
the ne'ghhorhood refer to ihe school as
“our seminario” and any of them would
go their limit for it. Entering the school
grounds we make our way through the
orange grove and at last come to the main
build ' ng.

On the campus are docated five main
buillines, all thatch covered. This thatch
(let me explain) is made from the long

fronds of the royal palm and serves as
roofing material abundantly in Cuba., The
larger. building directly in front of us in
the girl’s dormitory and dining room, Au
the present time the kitchen is housed in
a small annex to this main build'ng bat
o new one is un'ler consiruction and will
soon he completed. There is also a class-
room in this building. To our right is the
pilice of worship, commonly referred to
by the Cubans as “The Temple.” It is a
emall chapel with a concrete floor. The
sides are walled up about three fourths
of the way to the top. Immediately be-
nind the Chapel is the home of the prin-
¢ipal of the school, Rev. Josue.

Down to the left of the main building
iz a small two-room house, painteq with
white wash and trimmed in celestial blue,
This is our home, any lumble though 1t
may he, it is veritable heaven to us be-
causz We are happy in it. The bhoy's dorm-
itory is located some distance from the
other huildings but is typically Cuban.

This year there are twenty two students

enrol’ed in the seminary. Of this group

there are 11 young men and an equal
numbher of young women. The course of
gtudy requires five years to complete

and since the school has only heen in op-
cration three years there are thre¢ groups
The newest group is known as the prep

class. They are groomed for seminaly
study which will be the seconl year ol
the'r stay in school. The second year

group is of course farther advanced and
more is expected of them. The third year
group is the senior group at this t'me and
l'ke any other senior group in any other
«chiol they are proud of the fact that
{hey are seniors. The £chool spirit aniong
the students is unexcelled anl the fellow-
ship which exists is wongderful. It would
gorve as a worthy example for any group
to follow. None of these boys and girls
have been converted very long and their
zeal and knowledge makes one wonder
anq marvel at what the grace of Gol can
do. Not only are they a consecrated groub,
they arc also a willing and studious group
and we are expecting great things  of
them. Among the number are those who

liava come from the most humble homes.

One young lady became despaired of liv-

e
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inz and tried to take Ler own life just a  and everyone takes a han!. FBach+indiv-
ghort time before she was convertel. One  jqua] ha
day she heard the Gospel, vas converted
and soon thereafter came to school, To-
day she is one of our most prom'sing stu-
dents.

s a particular task ass'gned and
he knows exactly what to do. The girls
take care of the cleaning and cooking
while the boys take care of the outside
work. No one dares begin work withont
first praying co a brief prayer meeting
is conducted beflore work begins. Such
sing'ng ¢s you have never heard is ‘one
by the students as they go about their
work and to hear them you would think
they were not even-th'nking of work. At
5.30 the **quit vork” bhell rings, at 6:00
P, M. supper is served and immediately
thereafter study hours begin, lasting un-
til 9:30. Lights out becll sounds at 10:09
0. M. Thuse goes the typical day at the
seminary “los Cedros le Lebanos.”

The dxy f{or the students at the semi-
nary begins at 6:30 A, M. wh'ch is aris.
ing time. The morning chores are com-
p'ctel and Cuban coffee is scrved at 6:45.
I'rom 6:45 until) 7:15 s levotional time,
after which breakfast is served. The
mo:ning chapel service is conducted at
8:00 o’clock and s very much like a s'm-
ilar service in our own coliege. Classes be-
gin at 8.30 and cont'nue until 11:30
when they are suspended for noon and
s'esta time., There is one movre class ip
the afternoon ang at 2:20 alli classes are
over for the day. Then Legins work tme Te o Cont'nued

MISSGURI STATE TREASURER REPORT

Marie Hyatt

December .
State Unified Fund

Leadington 8. S. .ttt it e R $1.99
Flat River CHUTCh ... .i.iu ittt ettt et et et iananaa, ., 53.99
Desloge ChUTCh ... . ittt et e ittt ettt i, 40.44
Hazel Creek CHUTCH . vn v tnn et iier e taein e ieaea sttt tttieneennnn,... 36.35
JEWEl CHUTCH .ottt iiie e iiias e innn s eanae s iiate i, e, 6.75
Monett ChUurch ........ovvveeviironvreneeerneracnns e 31.57
SubBlette CRUIFCH ottt ittt e s i e e e L “oo.. 10.35
Merl’s Chapel Church ..........cciiieriiiniienenens e et 4,90
MyTtle CRUTCR oo vtt it tittars e ettt 25.00

Total «.vvveiiviniiiiii L, $210.44

Foreign Missions

Shibley's Point MiSSION ....u.uieraeeearevnrin i, $1.00
JOMN W. AQKIIS L .evveirvtnane et s et 50.00
ATILY CRUTCH «ovivitin et eenaenae bt 21.00
Merl’s CRApel S. S. tventrirrvrornsrenenrae e ise i 11.66
Hickory Grove CHUICH ....vvievneniririrrri i 2,43
Fowler UNIOD S. S, ttrvtnririeiraen et 3.50
Mrs. Orene RAGEI .. v.veveeritvinreeerners oo e 1.00
Monett CRUTCI o' vutvnes et taiae e a e, 7.00
Monett JT. LEABUE .« vvurernrevtroronaersersoerursteaaanesonnnnnean, 1.50
Mine La Motte Church ........covevniveeiriiaroaanes R R 4.06
Union Light 8. 'S, ittt e e e e 23.25
Happy Circle S. S. Hazel Creek Union .........coovviiiiiiii i, 5.00
Mountain Valley Church .........cc.cooveiiiiiins T 28.75
Hickory Grove Church (Haddam, Kans) ...................................... 3.08
Green Grove CHUICH ..vvirnnniitee et iennnnnrtiieeesrintiaaniiiieienenn,.,, 31.00
Central Ave. Wouan's Auxiliary (Okla. City) .........cooviiiiiiiiiiii,, 10.00
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New Harmony CRUICR .. ....eesreseioere et 20.00
ROCK Chapel CRUFCH «..ooonvnannsssssssrssnnensetetsmnannsnres e 41.98
Mt. Olive Church ..... e cesceseann FS N 417
Shibley’s Point CRUICh ....overeerseraeeerernreetrens R Y 1.55
Reported by Kenneth Turner:
St. Louis Third F. W. B. ChUFCh ..cocivirrarnererunnunrrnornernsrssrsene 46.67
St. Louis Southside F. W. B. [ 31 00 o ¢ W R EERER IR 26.17
Berkley City Church .......c.cevereene R S I I 11.64
RACHWOOdS CHUTCH «« v e essen e enensseee s aasss an s s tnsn s iasb st sttt 10.05
Aulsbury Chapel ChUrch .....cocvnsrrereerrereeeee I . 10,07
Irondale Uniom Prayer Bamd .......ceoceeerorrerirrmarareerteronsres . 22,12
Leadington CRULCR . .coveeesrrenserrrasereroereumssuunaerertsreesens Cheeane 15.00
Mine La Motte CRUPCR «..ovvovrararenerrmrrrrorssrrernnes ierheser e ... 1610
MIl Creek GRUTCR .« vveeevnnssenenesrssestranaasitrstrnustanrissentoeeses 10.35
Twin Oak Church R P R R TR R . 10.24
Copper Mines Church .......cceeeeereeeres T I 10.40
Fredricktown Church ......ooeevverrereneees et e senareeris e ey ... 12967
Union Light Church ...... e DERRIN e . A e e 1720
0ld Bethel Church .......eeeeveeevees i aereee s G 9.41
Blacker F. W. B. Church (Haddam, Kans) e e e 2130
. Total vevnireiii it .. $537.27
Educational Fund
St. Louis Thirdl T. W. B. Church ......oovevveenn 2 e st s e ae s a ey $36.34
St. Louis Southside F. W. B, Church .............. et e er e 3.1%
FredricKtOWN CHUICI -« evveeresensesnaaseresenoonsseisasnssisenuaestetoeesess 8.40
Richwoods Church ......oveieeeereriorenrncnste