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The Ozark’s
Friendly Parson

e S s i A s

“Wigre are the nine?” (Luke 17:18).
Nothing puts a warmer glow to the
nature of each us than
gincere and grateful “thank

spiritual of
does a
you."”
Jesus was traveling from Samaiia
and Galilee, and as He came to the
place which was about half of the way
to Jerusalem, He entered into a village.
There He was met by ten lepers who
were shut off from society because of
disease. They stood
with a loud voice,

their obnoxious
afar off and cried
“Jesus, Master, have mercy us.
Like all other sincere prayers, their
request was granted. They were healed
and reinstated into society. But only
one of the lepers returned to show his
appreciation for what the Master had
dons for him. He fell at the feet of
Joesus and gave thanks. Of course this
“thank you" waimed the heart of our
Lord: but Jesus said, “Where are the
nine? I healed ten, but only one came
hack to thank me for his deliverance.”

”

on

The giving of thanks for whatever is

granted unto us is a
originates in the heart.

ceremony that

That is why
it gives out such warmth in apprecia-
tion for some fine act of kindness.

It seems preposterous to think of one
who had been delivered from a teirible
digease to go on his way and not even
offer a “thank you.” It is also bevond
understanding how the people of today
can go on and not return to thank God.

In ¢very war we win, the people
rejoice and say, “God has delivered us
again,” but in a few short months they
forget to return to give Him the glory.
One can pray without much effort
when they are in great trouble, but so
long as every thing is well with them,
they forget the one who made things
well.

Let's return to the church, to the
prayer meeting, to our Sunday School,
and show our heavenly KFather that
we appreciate what He has done for us.

BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATES

Beautiful Baptismal Certificates,
10% x 5% inches. On beautifully
lithographed border forms, and suit-
able for framing. Every Church
needs these for a record.

These certificates are in books of
20 and stubbed, check book style.
Price, Post Paid $1.00

SUNDAY SCHOOL AVERAGES

Following are Sunday Schoo] aver-
age attendance for Febiuary:

01 o3 0l K PR s Ay s B e e I
New Harmony (not received)
Mcuntain Grove (not received)
Berkeley, i sl beossakloliog Sl s 181
Scuth Side (St. Louis)
Happy Hil] (Laclede Co.-not received)

Third St. Louis (not received)

Wiolf - Craakesny s L BRIy s 42
BrederiCREOWILI o oot o b Nl e 154
JoneRChAnelien o tr R nh a5 e 50
Black Oak (not 1eceived)

Fellowship (Flat River) .......... 125
BRI CITO B e R o o8 e et s (et 5b
Mt. Pisgah (not received)

Pocahontas, Arkansas ............ 144

“To obecy is better than sacrifice.”

-



April, 1953

The Free Will Baptist Gem

Page Three

ORE DEATH!

Dr. Walter A.

Maier - St. Louis, Missouri

“YHi PHAY
dead shall
bodies.” Romans S:11.

raised up Christ from the

also quicken your mortal

When our Lord was removed from
the Cross, it scemed that the final
chapter of His life was ended. He had
utterly failed, men concluded. His

powerless. Tis
s0 the witnesses

promises had proved
claims had collapsed—
of the crucifixion told themselves.

The priests went back to Jerusalem
with gloating self-satisfaction; their
enemy, who had exposed and defeat-
ed them, sealed
tomb. The Saviour’'s
the other Marys, the believing wom-
en from Galilee, John, and any other
disciple, secret or open, who may
have gathered at Golgotha, started
their weary, heartbreaking journey
back to the city.

The mob that had
vary to scoff, but had remained to
strike their own sick:ned
and dismayed as they were by this
ghastly murder, returned to their
homes, momentarily saddened but
definitely convinced that no more
would be heard of Jesus of Nazar-
eth,

They would soon learn that the
Cross was not the end, that no one

was silent in a

own mother,

ool
-

come to

breasts,

could so easily get rid of Christ.
You unbelievers do not us: ham-
mer and*nails against Christ;
do not lacerate His side with a Roman
see

you

spear, chiefly because you cannot
Him; nevertheless you are tiying to
kill Him, tearing Him out of your
minds, declaring that He never existed
or, if He did, that His body has decay-
ed in some unknown giave.

Some of you are like George John
Romanes, the renowned British scicnt-
ist. In his early days he made an oft-
repeated mistake. Because he
acquainted with natural
he felt qualified to write on matters of
faith, just as though a dentist, a sur-
geon, a manufacturer, or a Congress-
man, solely by his position or activity,

was
phenom«na,

&&\Q\\\g‘\\ AN

were entitled to speak as an expert on
religion. His book proved him an avow-
ed unbeliever
tality of the soul;
his death he disavowed
ism, declaring, “I see now if

the immonr-

four

denied
but

who
years he-
for his athe-
is Chris-
{ianity or nothing.”

He

Sunday for prayer and woiship (follow

gathered his household every

his example if your soul is troubled ov

vour household disturbed); and

return

.

com-

bhack to which

faith in a

ing

I

"

0 "‘
{/
l

b

QN

clecirified (he scientific world, he dedi-
cated
defense of

his last literary efforts to the

Christianity. In his final
illness his strength waned, but he pray-
ed Ged that he might live until Easter.
The Almighty heard him, and as Easter

drew to its close, he handed his wife
a stiiking confession of faith which
he had painstakingly written on the

anniversary of his Lord's resurrection.

A few days later he dicd.

May the Holy Spirit so grip vour
hearts that before this REaster closes,
you will realize in personal, contrite
conviction that you must not try to

crush Jesus out of your lives, rejcct

your crucified telling
He is dead and decay-
\

ed! You cannot kili the living Christ.

No More Death for the
Crucified Christ

fatal wounds Jesus suffered at
the burial shroud wrapped
around Him, the new tomb into which
e had been placed, the massive rock

Redeemer hy

yourselves ithat

The
Calvary,

that closed the opening, the sepulcher's
the powers of the
, the soldier guard charged

seal, representing

high pries

with preventing any tampering with
Josus' last resting place—these could

not keep Him in the grave.

Our exults, God

Christ from the dead.”

text “raised up
No doubt orv
‘neertainty lingers in those clear
The
“despiscd and that
those He had helped turned from
Him; the same Son of God on whose
lovely but pallid and blood-marked
countenance blasphemous soldiers
came erucified who

f:cm the ('ross had piteously plead-

words. same Saviour was so

rejected” even

spit; the Lovd

and moaned in toiture
never beheld be-

cd for water

gucil as man had

fere. “My God, My God, why hast
Thou forsaken Me?”

Th same Vietim of jealousy,
hatred, and unbelief who, as the

agony of His soul-breaking punish-
ment began to cut Him off fiom the
land of the living, cried, “It is
finished,” commended Himself into
His Father's hands, and died a death
terrifying than all history’s
have ever died—that

, rose again,

more
sufferers togethe
same Jesus returned to lif
came forth from His tomb, now to live
He

indesciibably glori-

and reign for eternity. He lives!
lives with blessings
ous!

the Iaster
God's Word.
0ld Testament psalmists, prophets, and

In its first benediction

victory seals the truth of

patriarchs had predicted that Christs
bhody would not be corrupted, but that
He would rule forever. Jesus Himself

had plainly prephesied that though the

temple of His body

e would build it again in threce days.
(Sce Page 4, please)

were destroyed,
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NO MORE DEATH——{rom page 3
Had He remained in the grave and
tailed to fulfill these pledges, the whole
Bible would have been discrdited.

But that could not happen! The uni-
verse would eollapse hefore one syllible
or letter of His divine truth could be
disproved. Through REaster we have
positive assurances that Scripture is o
sacred volume, a safe guide for life and
for death,

The sccond Easter Dblessing is the
proof which this day ofters for the
supreme fact that Jesus is the Son of
God, together with the Father and the
Spirit, that one and only ftrue, eternal
God., No wonder Christ's resurrcction
has heen called the “Gibraltar of faith
and the Waterloo of unbelief.,” Have
you known any corpse to speak words
that could bring back life to its wither-
ing frame? Here in Jesus, however,
the Viector over death, is yocur Lord,
the Sovereign of your soul.

As we survey the wrecks and ruins
of our bhloodthirsty age, all the results
of man’s madness, does not this day
cry out for superhuman Strength, a
heavenly Leader, a celestial Source of
blessing? What a mess man has made
of our world and of our age, but what
benediction Jesus, owr glorious God,
can still grant!

The Chiist whom Easter reveals to
us, the Christ whom every one of you
needs, is the resurrected and living
Son of God, for whom there is no more
death. He has divine power to help
every one of us in our Dhodily and
gpiritual nced when human counsglors
fail, to direct the course of this nation
when politicians prove helpless, to stop
war when diplomats show themselves
bunglers or decsivers. If great masses
of our fcllow countrymen would stop
resisting the Holy Spirit and helieve
that Jesus, as Ilis resurrection demon-
stiated, is the Lord for this crisis; if
we would wholly trust Him, the history
of the United States could he written
in far better lines and with more
blessed premise than we have on this
anniversary of IIis resurrection.

The third Itaster blessing is the as-
surance thuat because the Father “rais-
ed up Christ from the dead;” He show-
ed the world that the Saviour’s self-
sacrifice forr the sins of all men had
been fully accepted. The blood sweat
of Gethsemane, the hideous torture of
the crucifixion which Jesus enduwred in
stead when on Calvary’s high

gave Himsell as the atoning

your
altar Tle

“Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sing of the world”—all this ig tully
accepted by the Father, so that every
part of your redemption is completed,
every question concerning your salva-
tion fully answered.

Without the Saviour’s victory over
death yeu would still be in youp sins;
hut today, every one of you, the under-
privileged and the overprivileged, the
rich and the ragged, the plain and the
polished, the white and the black, the
free and the imprisoned, soldiers and
civilians, can be reassured of your own
personal and complete deliverance.

You cannot accept the Raster
Lvangel until youn receive Jesus as youy
Savicur! When an Englishman was
deseribing winter in Burope to g na-
tive prince in Burma, lie told that man
wlio had never felt cold weather about
skating and frozen bonds. The Bur-
mese ruler looked at him for a moment,
shook his hezad sternly and exclaimed:
“You have told me many wonderful
things... But T never will nor can be-
lieve that water becomes hard enough
to wallk on. If the whole world told
me «0, I would not belicve it.”

Ile was denying a fact of whicel, he
kncew mothing; and if you do not
know Jesus as your Redeemer, you
will not accept His resurrection. We
pray God that as the stone was rolled
from the Saviour’s grave, so the houl-
ders of pride, eynieism, doubt, may he
remeved from your closed mind, and
it may bhe opened to receive hezaven
and earth’s happiest truth, the RKaster
assurance that there is no more death
for Christ, since He lives to telj you,
“Lo, T am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world.”

Thank God, many of you
every word of this resurrection Gospel;
und because you know it, proclaim it,
publisht it! Across the seas today mil-
Hons or believers give one another the
Easter greeting, “He is risen!” und the
response, “He is risen indeed!” Every
Baster T ask my fetlow Christians and
countrymen to make that a custom
within our horders; yet many of you
hesitate to mention Jesus,

1 read reeently of a washerwoman,
converted to Christ in her old age,
who testified 1o her Saviour whenever
One day it was reported

bhelieve

she  could.
that she was seen speaking of Him to
@ wooden Indian outside a cigar store.
When they asked Aunt Sophie, as she
was called, about this, she replied:
“Perhaps T did speak to tha! wooden

Indian about Jesus; my cyesight isn’t
nearly as good as it used to be; hut
that is not nearly as bad as being o
wooden Christian and never speaking
to anyone about Jesus.” Tho many
“wocden Christians” are holding back
their testimony (o the risen Lord.

No More Death for the
Penitent Believer

Above all, however, proclaim Christ’s
resurrcction because His Easter tri-
umph promises all penitent heliever
that there is no more eternal death for
then. Our hodies, of course, will fall
victim of temporal death; our hearts
will stop beating, and our cold, lifeless,
motionless remains will be lowered into
the grave.

Yet by the everlasting power of Eas-
ter, this will not %e the end, according
to the infallible promise of God Him-
self. Listen carefully and trust it with
al] your soul: “He that raised up
Christ from the dead shall also quicken
your mortal bodies.”

How sorely frail and fleeting men
need Heaven's answer to the questions:
What lies Deyond the grave? What
becomes of me when my breath ceases?
The world is now populated by about
two hillion people; yet every forty or
fifty years the entire generation of that
many human beings, two thousand mil-
lion of ‘them, dies and pass:s into
cternity.

Living as we are
death, then, we ask
the bodies that lie in millions of ceme-
teries throughout the world? What
becomes of those who were drowned
in the seas or who were blasted to
pieces by hombing? Atheisty answer:
“That is the e¢nd. They return to dust
and forever remain dust.” Agnosties
shrug their shoulders and say: “We
den’t kunow, and no one ean know.”
Modernists mumhble something about a
perseverance of personality, Now ask
iod, who cannot lie, and our text an-
swers: “He that raised up Christ from
the dead shall also quicken your mor-
ial bodies.” There is, according to the’
all-truthful Creator, a resurrediion of
this body, just as the tform and fea-
tures of our Saviour were restored on
that tirst ‘Easter morning.

Although this is the plain and re-
peated teaching of Scriptures, unbe-
lieving men spend fortunes in support
of the wildest theories concerning the
hereatter. They play with abswidities.
Weyptian Pharaohs ereeted titanie pyr-

in the midst of
what happens to
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amids in which their mummified bodics
he preserved forever; yet no

C

would
embalmer’s ant can save our flesh and

bones from final decay. Despite our
maodern progress since the days of the
Phaiaohs, human wisdom has made no
advances in solving the mysteries of
the hereafter, )

The grandson of & noled American
has set aside a trust fund of $20,000 to
provide for his burial on the moon,
just as soon as rocket ships can reach
that lunar realm; but in God’s sight
it matters not whether our remains
are huiied on Jupiter or Mars, in the
most fashionable cemetery, or in pot-
ter’s field.

Baster tells us, in the maze of these
contradicting theories, that the risen
Christ “shall change our vile hody that
it may be fashioned like unto ITis
glotious body.” As He was on that
first Faster, so shall Hig beliovers he
in heaven. Their bodiecs will be glori-
ously restored without disfigurement
and deformity, perfect and painless.

You blind who believe in Jesus will
see what 4he most sharp-sighted have
never belield on earth, You deaf will
listen to sacred strains that human
ears have never perceived. You whose
voices have been hushed during this
life will be able to sing majestic melo-
dies with the angel chorus. You suf-
ferers of paralysis, heart trouble, and
cancer will be freced from these dread
disecases to live in radiant, unresfricted
hzalth. You crippled and injured can
look tforward to a Dheautiful, blemish-
less resurrection.

May you never doubt this assurance,
which was sealed at Calvary when
God’s Son died for your sins, and
signed at the open grave, when Jesus
arose, as shall you who are His arise!
We cannot explain the Itaster mirvacle.
But believe with all your heati, especi-
ally on this day, that “with God noth-
ing shall be impossible.”

1f the Almighty made us,
not remake us? If sced sown into the
ground decays only to produce Dblos-
soms and beauty, why should our
calthly remains, sown in cortuption,
net he raised in glorious incorruption?
If even men take rags, filthy, torn and
worn, cut them into shreds, crush them
into pulp, and then make them into
spotless sheets of white paper, cannot
the Omnipotent take our ragged, vile
hodies and in the resurrection fashion
them. sinless and stainless like unto
Christ’s glorious body?

an He

What marvelous merey this divine
pledges, “We shall he like Him!” What
a glorious dwelling place—Nheaven with
its holiness and happiness, its pnre
and painless existence, its endless
blessing! No more death, no more an-
guish and agony, no more fears and
farewells, no more wickedness and
wars.

What a radiant reunion there with
those who have died in the faith, for
husbands removed from wives, parents
tein from children, lovers scparated
here on carth, pastors taken from their
flecks—all these together in the new,
blesscd  life!  In that celestial home-
land, amid splendor too magnificent
for our understanding, what Dhlessced
privilege of heholding Jesus face to
tuce, of serving, adoring, praising, the
eternal Trinity, Father, Son and Spirit!

Should it not be our tireless, cease-
less effort personally o have the as-
surance of the glorified body and life
eternal? This, the greatest henediction
our Father Himself can bestow on us,
you cannot puichase, receive as a re-
ward, scenre hy yourself, or acquire
through the worthiness or virtues of
anyone else. Thank God with me on
Raster day, ithat the heavenly life, the
nhcavenly body, 1the heavenly glovy, are
ours by pure and free grace. Through
humble faith in Christ as owr Saviour
the Father gives us this cverlasting
life (hat the {otal earning capacity of
men could never acquire, their ac-
cumulated wealth never purchase, their
combined ingenuity never sceure.

May this Iaster be for you the day
it was in the ecarly Church. If you
know the reality of the resurrection,
don’t live us though your Saviour were
still in the grave. Don’t shrick at the
funerals of those who have fallen asleep
in Jesus as though you were. “Without
God and without hope in this world.”
Don’t live in the misery of unrelieved
mourning if your hushand or wite has
been called to the Saviour, Rather re-
joice, because to be with Him “is far
better.”

Think of Christ and, as many of us
who have recently laid loved ones to
rest know, heaven becomes closer and
dearer when you realize that one whom
you cherished beyond all human words
awaits yon there in the many man-
sions,

Beloved, through Christ there is no
more death. Ife is risen; He is risen
indeed! God grant cvery one of you
the radiance of that resurrection in

the everlasting Kaster, tlhirough the
everlasting Saviour. Amen,
—Selected

-

THE SWAN AND THE CRAIN

There is an old legend of a swan and
a crance. A beautiful swan alighted by
the banks of the water in which a
crane was wading about sceking snails.
For a few momenis the crane viewed
the swan in stupid wonder, and then
inquired:

“Where do you come from?”’

“I come from heaven,” replied the
swan,

“And where is heaven?” asked the
crane.

“Heaven!” said the swan, “Heaven!
have you never heard of heaven?” And
thz beautitul bird went on to describe
the grandeur of the Eternal City. She
toll of streets of gold, and the gates
and walls of precious stones; of the
river of life pure as crystal, upon
whose banks is the tree whose leaves
shall be for healing of nations. In
elogen{ terms the swan sought to de-
seribe ithe hosts who lived in the other
world, but without arousing the slight-
est intercst on the part of the crane,

Finally the crane asked: “Are there
any snails there?”

“Snails!” repeated the swan; “no!
Of comrse there are not.”

“Then,” said the crane, as it con-
tinuned its search along the slimy
bhanks of the pool, “you can have your
heaven, 1 want snails!”

This fable has a deep truth under-
lying it. Tlow many a young person
to whom God has granted the advant-
ages of n Christian home, has turned
his back upon it and searched for
snails! How many a man will saeri-
fice his wife, his family, his all, for
the snails of sin! How many a girl
has deliberately turned from the love
of parents and home to learn foo late
that heaven has heen forfeited for
snails!

—Contributed

On an American man-of-war a group
of sailors crowded around their chap-
lain asking, “Do you believe in hell?”

“I do.not.”

“Well, then, wil] you please resign,
fer it there.is no hell we do not need
you; and it there is o hell, we do not
wish to he led astray.”
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Irom The Editor’s Desk

L

OUR MISSIONARIES IN INDIA
EXPERIENCE DEEP SORROW
AS LITTLE SHEILA MARIE
LAID AWAY IN FINAL REST

We are reproducing herc a personal
letter that brought much sorrow to
your cditor and the rest of those here
at the Gem. We give it to you so that
You may share the sorrow of thosce
who have lost gp much. At press time
we have no Iatoer information, L.7.J.

March 21, 1953
Dear Liloya: :
I supposs you have heard by now
of the death of little Sheila Maric
Hanna, haby daughtoer of Carlisle ang
Maric? She died of dysentery, and was
huried in India, The funeral servico
was conducted in the Chapel of the
Language School and she was then
buried in a Christian Cemetery, The
parents gre heart-hroken, but one of
the teachery said, “Their attitude is a
Christian testimony of Grpce” Dan
and  Trula (Cronk) are with the
ITanna’s now. Sheila was adopted by
the Leadington (Mo.) Church for her
support, and we too, are grief-stricken,
but are trusting in Romans 8:28. These
things are haid to understand, aren’t
they?
Prayertully,
Kunice (Edwaids)

JUST THIS AND THAT

May we remind you of the work
dates sot for Apriy 6-7-8 at the Youlh
Camp neap Niangua, Missouri to con-
tinue construction of the 'l‘ubm'n:u:lrc.

Time is growing short in which to
accomplish all that MUST b2 done
Lefore the coming session of the Youth
Encampment. Only two months remain
before the session, so it ig imperative
that we be very husy in preparation.
The Tabernacle is of urgent need, If
you cannot go on these dates, then
make plans to go when more suitahle
to you. Your contribution in labor can
well he used any time. Contact Bro.
Wm. Recves, Niangua, Missouri for
information on the work program. It
at all possible go on April 6-7-8, any or
all dutes—good food furnished to the
workers,

The Camp Session

Start immediately to plan for the
youth of your church to attend the
conring session at the Youth Camp in
carly June. Additional sleeping quar-
ters are being prepared for the in-
creased attendance that is expected.
Also, arrangements are being made in
an attempt to keep all classes on the
camp ground this year. If you have
ever gone, you will want to go again
il not, you arc missing some-
really worth while,

sure:
thing

Bible School Time

We urge you to lay plans now for
a4 D.V.B.S. in your church. There are
always clildren in the vicinity of the
church that cannot be reached in any
other way. Probably no other enter-
piise of the chureh returns so much
ber dollar invested as does a Daily
Vacation Bible Sclhiool. The regular
sclteol tirms will soon close, and a
D.V.B.S. should follow soon afterward.

The Free Will Baptist Gem will be
selling the same gttractive angd useful
literature again this year that you have
used so successfully the past two sea-
sons. We will have the usual Graded
Lessons, and also p Uniform Course,
completely new. It you would like to
receive further information, have your
clork or seerctary drop us a card, No
better literature can be had anywhere
at any price.

Headquarters Day

March 15 was the date set for a
shecial diive for funds for a Natlonal
Headquarters Building. Did you miss

it? If so, you can stil] make a contri-
hution to this building. Too long now
have we labored without this sorely
needed nerve center. A body without
a brain center is a freakish thing and
of short duration—we don’t want to

he o freak.

Your Critique, Please

We are always flattered and humbly
thanktul when we learn that the Gem
has lelped someone in their living for
the Lord. We are grateful to you when
you send us encouraging letters. We
would love to have even more. How-
ever, we learned long ago that our
cfforts do not merit praise alone. We
therefore invite your suggestions for
a better service to you, and ask for
your honest convictions of our short-
comings. Incidentally, we always con-
strue a delinquent subscriber as being
not 1)1(:qse(l with the Gem unless we
learn otherwise. Every person droping
off our list hurts us much more than
the monetary sum involved. We are
still in urgent need of new subscribers.
You can help us by becoming an active,
agressive solicitor for the Gem.

Revival Time

With spring conmes revival time. We
have received several fragmentary re-
ports of revivals about to start, now
in progress, or just completed.

Rev. Ceci] 1. Campbell was evange-
list at MeDowell southeast of Monett,
Missouri in which five were saved and
many drawn closer to the Lord in a
very spiritual revival. Rev. James
McQueen is their pastor.

Rev. O. T. Allred, Missouri State
Moderator, recently held a revival with
the Freedom Church in Arkansas. One
was saved and all enjoyed the spiritual
services.

The Verdella Church in west Batton
County has concluded their revival
We do not have the figures on the
number of conversions, bhut an excel-
lent revival is reported. Rev. Virgil
Greenway was the evangelist, and he
was assisted by the pastor, Rev. Ken-
neth Turner,

The Aurora, Missouri FWB Church
is currently in a revival campaign.
Iev, Albion Erickson is hringing the
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messages, while Rev. Bert Hall is the
pastor. '

Rev. Wm. Buster, of Thebes, Illinois,
is now holding a revival at the Hannon
Church northwest of Lamar, Missouri.
Rev. Virgil Greenway is the pastor. A
fine spirit and good messages are 1c-
ported.

The Monett Chureh wilt soon start
a revival with Rev. Damon C. Dodd,
National Promotional Secretary, bring-
ing the messages. Rev. Ceeil H. Camp-
bell is the pastor.

Rev. 0. T. Allred will start a revival
in Southeast Missouri-with the Union
Light Church on March 30. Rev, Wil-
lard Darnel] is the pastor.

Rev. Wm. Hill, now pastor at Myrtle,
Missouri, will be returning to his home
church when he will conduct a pre-
Baster revival with the South Side
Church in St. Louis. Rev. Harvey E.
Hill, pastor of the church since its
organization, will conclude his pastoral
duties there on April 12.

We have heard of several other re-
vivals that are scheduled in the near
future, or are now in progress, but
have had no direct report on them.
Send us your revival news and an-
nouncements.

RADIO PRCGRAM SCHEDULE

Rev. Willard C. Day has added an
additional radio outlet to his busy
schedule of work for the Lord. You
may now hear him as follows:

Sunday Afternoon ......... 1:15-1:20
KGBX. ....... 1260 on the radio dial

— Springfield, Missouri —

Sunday Afternoon ......... 1:00-1:15
KREIL........ 800 on the radio dial
— Farmington, Missouri —

Send your offerings for the support
of this radio ministry to:
Rev. Willard C. Day
Box 421
Mountain Grove, Missouri

Also, Rev. Day will make your an-
ncuncements, pertaining to the Causc
of Christ, on these programs over the
air if received dn time to be adapted
to the program.

LISTEN TO—AND SUPPORT TIHIS
LADIO MINISTERY.

Honesty is still the best poliey!

T-R-E-A-T-I-.S-E

35
.30
Per Dozen ... rrerrreseneseeenarees . 3.50
Per Hundred .evvcneieenrinnnns 25.00

CRUDEN’S COMPLETE
CONCORDANCE
New Clear-Type Edition
Includes references to both the
King James Version and the Re-
vised Version and lists Scripture
proper names and the full content
of Alexander Cruden’s work in one
alphabetical arrangement.

783 Pages $3.00

CHURCH ON THE MOVE
March 16, 1952

Greetings from the Marble Hill (Mis-

souri) Free Will Baptist Church:

We come to you at this time thank-
ing and praising God for our little
chureh loeated here in southeast Mis-
souri. We are perhaps some 10 miles
from Ifredericktown, and small in
number at present. But God is won-
derfully hlessing our church and we
feel the growing pains, which is a good
sign. .

The church is on the move forward
after being at a standstill for some
time. Of course the hest medicine to
apply for these hurttul pains is prayer.
When this is applied, strong and free,
then one may expect results soon, God
has already added nine to our number
in our recent revival, for which every-
one greatly rejoiced and praised God.
God doocs all things well we Kknow.
Wouldn't it he terrible for a bhabe to
be born on Saturday and wake up 2
full-grown person on Sunday? Why,
there would be no suffering or joys of
growing up! It takes suffering and
trials of growing up into a fullfledged
church to make us humble and realize
the full joy of its growth, which ofen-
times is a slow process. We often want
things 1ight now, which may not be
God’s will for us, and we fail to pray
and tarry for them. The longer we
have to work and pray for a thing, the
greater cup blessings when it is grant-
«d {0 us. So we are not discouraged

lere at Marble Hill, and our goal is to
Jaunch out into the deep where the
real struggle is, to win the battle for
Chirist.

We have a wondetful man of God to
lead us in Bro. Charles Moyers and
his family of Farmington, Mo. Bro.
Moyers certainly brings to us the Word
of Qod in all its truth and power to
stip and set our souls on fire for the
Master. It is sure wonderful to work
together and know God's blessings are
upon us.

Now just a word about our Sunday
School at this time. On Mareh 15, 1953
we ¢lected new officers, with the fol-
lowing: Superintendent, Bro. Sanford
assistant, DBro. W. D). Me-
Fatland; secretary, Sis. Guida Win-
chester; teachers are: adult class,
Rtev. Charles Moyers; young peoples
class, Bro. Basil Smith; beginners, Sis.
Madeline McFarland; church reporter,
Sis. Madeline MeFarland. Attendance
on March 15 was 26. Offering wuas
$5.38. gubseriptions to the Gem sc-
cured were two. At presint we have
only threc geparate classes, but hope
to divide these in the near future as
our numbher continues to grow, We
indeed thank God for those who come
and help us from other churches.

Our hopes are to very soon begin
a4 prayer meeting here at our little
church. If only two or three meet in
the Name of our Lord, IHe will Dless
our cofforts, as He has promised in
His Holy word. A church without a
praycr meeting wil] never be anything
hut a weak church. You may say that
is saying a lot. Well, it is, and I
meant it so. But we realize our great
need of prayer in our work, and where
would be a better place than in an old
fashioned prayer meeting, praying and
working together in love and unity of
the Spirit? Then those things we de-
accomplished will begin to

Jackson;

sire to sec

take place. . .
We would love to sit and talk with

you about our blessed Lord, and the
progiess of our churches, but time and
ust do not permit. But we of
Marhle Hill love God and desire a pait
in pointing lost sou].s to the Creat
Rzdeemer of all mankind, So pray for
our church and our work here.

gis. Madeline Mclarland

space J

[
Gossip is sometimes that which goeg
in hoth cars and comes out the mouth

greatly enlarged. —~Sel,

pd
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Mrs. Lueille Sheridan - Cushing, Oklahoma

I heard a little story that caussd me
to meditate. '

A rich lady dreamed that she died
and went to lieaven She was taken
down Lhe street toward hsr mansion.
They went some distance and came to
a beautiful mansion and she said, “Th's
must be mine.” But she was surprised
to learn that it belonged to her gay-
dener. Then around in the hask was a
nice little mansion and she was told
that this was hers. When she asked
why this was hers and her gardancr
had such a lovely place, she was told
that that was all the material she hud
sent up for hier mansion.

Materials for owr mansion! I began
to think on what waterials we could
send up for our mansions. My God
isn’t poor, and when 1 read about
heaven and all the heauties John was
permitted to see, and read that God's
ways are heyond man’s ways and De-
youd man’s finding out. Then I thought
“What is puny man that he could add
to the wonders of heaven?’ But tha
story that causcd me to meditate was
only man’s idea, so I will add my idea.
It may be far from God’s way of doing
things, but anyway let’s think of some
of the gifls God has given us and sec
what He expcets in return, Some of
His gifts to us are:

The Fternal God-Hlead
(od, the I'ather

God is Lore

Ilis Son, Jesus Christ

“IFor God so foved the world, that he
gave his only hegotllen Son, that who-
socver believeth in him  should not
perish, but have everlasting life.”

The Holy Ghost, or Comforter

Here I found so many good verses in
the 14th Chapter of John that ocur
Christ spoke to Ilig disciples and ap-
plies to us also, that I copicd most of
the chapter

“Liat not youpr heart be troubled: ye
beleve in God, believe also in meo. In
my FFather’s house are many mansions:
if it were not so, I would have told

vou. I go to prepare a place for you.

And it T go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again, and receive
you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may he also. And whither I
2o ye know, and the way ye know.
Thomas saith unto him, Lotd, we know
not whither thou goest; and how can
we know the way? Jesus saith unto
him, T am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Father,
bhut by me.”

“Phillip ¢a:th unto him, Lord, shew
us the Father, and it suifficeth us.
Jesus saith unto him, Have I heen st
long time with you, and yet hast thou
not kitown me, Phillip? he that hath
seen me hath secen the IFather; and
how sayest thou then, Shew us the
Fathe1? Believest thou not fhat T am
in the Father, and the Father in me?
the words that I speak unto you, 1
speak net of myself: hut the Father
that dwelleth in me, he doeth the
works., DBelieve me that I @ in the
Father, and the Father in me: or else
Ielieve me for the very works’ sake.
Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that

bhelieveth on me, the works that I do.

shall he do also; and great:r works
than these shall he do; because 1 go
unto the Father. A;ul whatsoever ye
shall ask in my name, that will T do,
that the Father may he glorifizd in
the Son. If ye shall ask anything in
my name, I will do it

“It ye love me keep my command-
And I will pray the Father,
give you another Com-
abide with you

ments,
and he
forter, that he may
forever; liven the Spiiit of “truth;
whom the world cannot tieeeive, Dbe-
cause it seeth him not, neither know-
cth him: but ye knew him; for he
dwelleth with you. and shall he in
you. I will not leave you comforiless:
I will come to you. Yet a little while,
and the world seeth me no more; bhut
ve me: bhecause I live, ye shall
live also. At that day ye shall kuow
that T am in my Father, and ye in me,
and T in you. e that hath my com-
mandments, and keepeth them, he it
is that loveth me: and he that loveth
me shall be loved of my TFather, and
I will love him, and will manifest my-

shall

300
B

self to him. Judas saith unto him, not
Iscariot, Lovd, how is it that thon will
manifest thyself unto us, and not unte
the world? Jesus answeired and said
unto him, If a man love me, he will
keep my words: and my Father will
love him, and we will come unto him,
and make our abode with him. He that
loveth me not kezpeth not my sayings:
and the word which ye hear is notg
mine, but the Father's which sent me.
These things have I spoken unto you,
being yet present with you. DBut the
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost.

whom the Father will send in my

" name, he shall teach you all thinzs,

and hring all things to your remem-
brance, whatsoever, I have said unto
you.”

The Founduation

God is Love, so the foundation for

should be love.

our mansion
another, as I have loved

“Love one
you”

“Love thy neighbor as thysell.”

The Frawework

The framework is built of faith.

“Now faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things mot
seen.”

“Through faith we understand that
the worlds were framed by the word
of Gad, so that things which are secn
were not made of things which do
appear.”

The Covering

We will take charity as a covering
for the framework.

“And above all things, have farvent
charily among yourselves: for chatity
shall cover the multitude of sins.”

“And ahove all these things, put on
charity, which is the bond of porfect-
ness.”

The Roof

We will use hope tor the roof or top
covering for our mansions.

“For we are saved by hope: but hope
that is seen is not hope: for what a
man secth, why doth he yet hope for?
But it we lope for that we sez not,
then do we with patience wait for it.”

“But let us, who are of the day, be
soher, putting on the breastplate of
faith and love; and for a helmet, the
hope of salvation.”

The Paint

Now let us take grace as paint for
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our mansions, or to heautify them.
“Fop by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yoursclves: it
is the gift of God: not of works, lest
any man should hoast”

As we paint or use grace to cover our
mansions, they grow imore beautiful
just as we should if we grow in giace
and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Chuist.

The Windoiws

We will consider light for our win-
dows. I like lots of windows in my
cartlily home to let the fresh air and
sunlight in, but that Heavenly City
has “no need of the sun, neither of the
meon, to shine in it: for the glory of
God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the
light thereof.”

In order fo have windews, we may
Iet. our light “so shine hefoie men,
that they may see your good works,
and glorily your Father which is in
heaven.”

Furnishings

We will furnish our mansions with
the gocd deeds that we do as we go
through this life. Even if we give a
cup of .cold water in the name of the
Lord, we will not loose cur reward.

Our Lord said that the rightcous
woula say, “When saw we the ahunger-
cd, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave
the drink? When saw we thee a
stranger, and took thze in? or naked,
and clothed thee? Or when saw we
thee sick, or in prison, and came unto
thee? And the King shal] answer and
say unto them, Verily I say unto you,
Inacmuch as ye have done it unto one
of the least of these my brethren, ye
have done it unto me.”

We read in our Bible, “Lay not up
for yourselves trcasu.es upcn carth,
whetre moth and i1ust doth corrupt,
and where thicves break through and
steal.” '

“For where your treagwie is, there
will your heart he also.”

Wea also read where all carthly treas-
ures shall be burned. So let’s add
wisdom to our treasures.

“The fear of the Lord, that is wis-
dem: and to depart from evil is under-

standing” Wisdom is valued above
gold, silver, sapphires or pearls, “The

price of wisdom is above rubies.”
The Decoralions

Now l:U’s decorate our mansions in
Ligaven with virtue. To decorate with

virtue, we are laying up treasures of
rubies.

“Who can find a virtuous woman?
for her price is tar above rubies.”

We don’t always understand when
we are going through tiials.

“Now no chastening for the present
scemeth to be joyous, but grievous:
nevertheless, aftsrward it yieldeth the
pcaceable fruit of righteousness unto
them which are exercised thereby.”

“That the trial of your faith, heing
much more precious than of gold that
petishetly, though it bhe tried with fire,
might be found unto praise and honor
and glory at the appearing of Jesus
Chiist.”

The Wardrobe

Por cur wardrobe, righteousn:ss.

“I put on righteousness and it cloth-
ed me: my judgement was as a robe
and a diadem,”

“I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
my soul shall he joyful in my God; for
he hath clothed me with the gaiments
ol salvation, he hath covered me with
the rohe of righteousness, as a bhride-
groom decketh himseclf with ornaments,
and as a bride adorneth herself with
her jewels.”

If we wear robes of righteousness in
this life, then we will be ready to re-
czive one of the white robes like John
saw, that were given to the saints

The Food

For our food in heaven, we shall eat
cf the tree of life, “Which bave twelve
manngr  of fruits, and yielded her
fruit cvery month: and the leaves of
the tree were for the healing of ithe
nations.”

As the Father gives to us so bounti-
fully in this life, so we ought to give
to those in necd.

“If a brother or sister be naked, and
destitute of daily food, and one of you
gay unto them, Depart in peace, be ye
warms:d and filled; notwithstanding ve
give them not those things which are
needful to the hody, what doth it
piofit?”

“He hath shewed thee, O man, what
is good; and what the Lord doth ve-
quire of thee, bhut to do justly, and to
love mercy, and to walk humbly with
thy God?”

“Wherefore, my brethren, ye
are bc:’ol]le dead to the law by the
body of Christ; that ye should be
married to another, even to him who
is-raised from the dead, that we should

also

bring forth fiuit unto God.”

“Ifor the fruit of the Spivit is in all
goedness and righteousness and truth;
proving what is acceptable unto the
Loid.”

For this purpose was man created,
that he might glorify God and bhear
fruit for him,

“Henceforth there is laid up for me
a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give
me at that day: and not to me only,
but unto all tham also that love his
appearing.”

THE BOOK OF CURES

The Bible is a book of eures for all
discases. Is the discase fear? Then
turn  to the twenty-seventh Psalm,
“The Lord is my light and my salva-
tion; whem shall T fear? the Lord is
the strength of my life; of whom shall
I be afraid?”

Do you want a cure for the blues?
Tuin to the forty-second Psalm: “Why
art thou cast down, O my soul? and
why art thou disquictened in me? hope
thou in God.”

Is it worry that is your soul-sick-
ness? Then read Psalim 55: “Cast thy

burden upon the Lord, and he shall

sustain thee: he shall never suffer the
righteous to be moved.”

Is your trouble sleeplessness? Then
vread Psalm 4: “I will both luy me dowp
in peace, and sleep: for thou, Lord,
only makest me dwell in safety.”

Are you troubled with resilessness?
Read Psalm 121: “I will lift up mino
eyes unto the hiils, from whenece com-
cth my help.”

Is it nerves that are bothering you?
Read Psalm 91: “He that dwelleth in
the seeret place of the Most High shall
abide under the shadow of the Al-
mighty.”

Is your malady downright sin? Read
Psalm 32: “Blessed is he whose trans-
gresion is foigiven, whose sin is cover-
ed.”

The Apostle Paul had 1o doubt that
God was the cure for all troubles. ITe
said: “For I am persuaded, that neiih-
er death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to conie, nor height,
nor depth, nor any other ¢reature, shalj
be able {o separate us from the love of
Ged, which is in Chrvist Jesusg our
Lord.” T
—Contributed
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THE MISSOURI STATE

WOMAN’'S AUXILIARY

Advancing With Christ

WoMEN'S EpiTor: MerS. EUNICE EnwArbs—DESLOGE, Mo.

MYRTLE AUXILIARY

The Woman's Auxilinry met at the
church, March 4 for the regulayr meet-
ing, with 12 members prescent.

The meeting was opened with altar
prayer and  singing. The bprogram
topics, on prayer, were discussed by
the different members assigned topics,
and comments added by the group.
The lesson proved such a Dblessing to
us, that topics were assigned to the
men, for d_iscnssion after prayer mect-
ing Wednesday night. Kveryone pres-
ent (njoyed the lesson, and it made
us more conscious of the need of a
fervent, constant prayer life.

The Woman's Auxiliary will ' spon-

sor the Youth Auxiliary, which was

orgalized February 24th.

The Myrile Auxiliary is new in the
work, hut we know you older Auxili-
aries do not receive greater blessings,
nor enjoy - them more than we.

We nced your prayers.

—Conmesponding Secrctary

MAKES SHEETS FOR
CHILDREN’'S HOME

The Woman's Auxiliary ot the Iazcl
Creck 1.W.B. Church met Wednesday,
March 11 with Lizzie Filking for an
all day meeting. Therc were seven
members and {awo children present. The
day was spent making sheets for the
Children’s Home and setting a duilt
together.

The devotional period began by all
singing the theme song, “The Haven
of Rest.,” Lizzie IMikins led in praycr.
Olethy Parsons read 1John 5:14-15 for
4 Scripture reading.

Song, “Sweet
Hour of I'rayer.”

Then the Lord’s
Prayer was repeated in unison. The
lesson “The Light of Truth Shines on
I’myer,f‘ was  introduced by Ethel
Thompson, with topies given by Maizic
Sevits, Oletha Parsons, Ethel Thomp-

son, Juanita Newcomer and Mary Fil-
kins.

Those present reported having read

686 Bible chapters, making 30 good:

will calls, and seunding 12 cards.

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS IN
DISTRICT AUXILIARY

Wwomen of the Franklin County
Quarterly Meceting met at Union Frec
Will Baptist Church, on Wednesday,
March 11 to organize the Freedom
Q.M. units into a District Auxiliary.

Services began at 10:00 o’clock hy
ginging. Devotional and prayer was
led by Bro. Claude Childers. Welcome
by Mrs. Reathel Jones, local Auxiliary
President.  Response by Mrs, Eileen
Hanna.

Rev. Ceraldine Lewis took charge of
the meeting and proceeded withy the
clection of officers.

Rev. Ocie MeClerren delivered a
very fitting sermon for the occasion at
11:00 o’clock, “The call to service,”
being the theme of his discourse. Din-
ner was served in the chuieh basement.

At 1:00 o’clock the body was called
together hy singing, “Let the Lower
Lights be Burning.”” A reading entitled
“Phe  Faithful Few,” was given by
Mrs. Chesta Clampet. The Auxiliary
song of the year, “The Haven of Rest,”
was sung, after which Rev. Geraldine
Lewis took charge ot the installation
gservice. Kach woman was given a
lighted candle, representing the Gospel,
as she pledged her allegiance to the
special work assigned her.

Names of officers elected were:

President ........ Mrs. Mae Williams
1st Vice ...oovvens Mrs. Reathel Jones
2nd Vice ...... Miss Joyce MceClerren
3rd Vice ......... Mrs, Vivian Strunk
4th Viee ........ Mrs. Zola McClerren
bth Vice ..... Mrs. Esther McCormick
Ree. Sec’y. covvvvrnn AMys. Dora Jones
Cor. Sec’y. .o Mrs. Myitle Jones
Treasurer ...oooeeves Mrs, Rose Dillon

The two District Auxiliaries have
voted to meet April 16, 1953 at the
Johnston City F.W.B. Church to organ-
jze a State Auxiliary.

Meeting was dismissed by prayer
and an old fashioned hand shaking.

Mrs. Myrtle Jones, Cor. Sec'y.

We solicit the aid of every Woman’s
Auxiliary in securing subscriptions to
the Gem-—new or renewal, Help now!

NEW HARMONY MISSION

The New Harmony Mission met with
Mrs. Allie Peterson in Kirksville, Mis-
souri, March 17, with 20 membhers, one
visiters and four children present.

A covered dish luncheon was enjoyed
by all at the noon hour.

The devotions were opened by sing-
ing, “The Haven of Rest” and, “Show-
crs of DBlessings.” Prayer by Allie
Peterson. Roll call was answered by
a verse of Scripture. Seven hundred
three Bible chapters were reported
read, 47 sick calls made, and 48 cards
sent since the last meeting. Minutes
of the last meeting were read by Leona
Thompson. President, June Thomas,
read IJohn 5:14-15. Topics on “The

Light of Tiuth Shines on Prayer” were

given by Edith Swanson, Ruby Dit-
mars, Bernice Thomas and Myrtle Lay.
An offering of $12.50 was received.

A surprise birthday card shower was
given in honor of the hostess’ birthday
on Sunday. The group sang, “Happy
Dirthday.”

It was d:cided to meet at the church
March 24 in the atternoon to do some
work in the hasement. The next regu-
lar meeting will he with June Thomas,
April 7, for an all-day meeting.

June Thomas, president
Myrtle Lay, sec’y.treas.

———

POCAHONTAS (ARK.) W.A.

The Woman's Auxiliary of the Poca-
hontas Free Will Baptist Church of
Pocaliontas, Arkansas, met March 9 at
7:30 p.m. at the home of Mrs. Wwilt 8.
White, with Mrs. Ruth Swan gserving
as  co-hostess. Twenty-five members
were present. We were very glad to
have Mrs. Birdie Potter and Mrs. Car-
ric Broadway visit us.

Mrs. Earl Smith, President, was in
charge and the meeting opened by
singing, “The Haven of Rest.””  Mrs.
Lrnest Jones directed our prayer.

In our husiness scssion the following
reports were given: The 1st vice presi-
dent, Mrs. Robert Counts, who serves
as chairman of the enlistment pro-
eram, gave a number of prospects and
asked the members to make personal
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contacts. Our 2nd vice president, Mrs.
Reford Wilson, gave a very interesting
report of the work with the young peo-
ple. They are planning to work on a
Dpreject to provide some recreational
material and to support a number of
our denominational programs. The
3rd vice president, Mrs. Johnnie Sago,
gave a report on the stewardship pro-
gram the Auxiliary gave at the church.
The 5th vice president, Mrs. Veral
Jones, reported a large number ltaking
part in the benevolent work the Auxi-
liary spomnsors.

The quilting committee reported the
completion of two quilts for the Auxili-
ary, and are working on others,

Our dues were $8.25 and a Co-Labor-
er Band offering of $5.30 was received.

Our program for the month was,
“Lord, Teach Us to Pray.” Mary Mitch-
ell conducted our devotional period.

“The Need of Prayer’” was discussed
by Alta Lee Miller., “The Spirit of
Prayer,” by Kunice Dulger. Mrs. Re-
ford Wilson sang, “An Evening Pray-
er.”” Discussing “The Simplicity of
Prayer,” Ella Ciays, and “He Hears
and Answers Prayer,” by Leona Jones.
FFor meditation Haze] Earley gave “A
Morning Prayer.” DMrs. Earl Smith
gave a very vivid summary of our
lesson qn:l the need of prayer. Mrs.
Reford Wilson gave a poem on prayer
which she remembered from her work
at the Free Will Baptist Bible College,
after which the hostess and co-hostess
served delicious refreshments.

AUXILIARY VERY BUSY,
STILL MUCH TO BE DONE

First F.W.B. Church
Flat River, Missouri
March 23, 1953
Bro. and Sis. Jeffreys, and
Gem Family:

Greetings to everyone in ti)e name
our blessed Saviour. “For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only be-
gotten Somn, that whosoever believeth
in him should mnot perish, but have
everlasting life.”

Indeed it is a pleasure to write in
the name of Missions. On March
1952 we reorganized our Mission witlh
11 members. By March 5, 1933 we had
grown in number through our Lord's
blessings to the Mission, and the en-
rollment was 32. We have a number
of visitors ¢ach week. We trust that
our good sister workers over the State

5,

are praying as you have never prayed
before. The Devil has tiied in every
way pessible to weaken our faith., The
prize awaits us at the end of the Chris-
tian 1ace, when we can hear Jesus say,
“Thou hast been faithful in a few
things, come now and enter into thy
rest.”

The Lord has wondeifully bleszed
in our devotional services. The Lord
does not like a coward: Ile wants us
to be brave.

We are sending three subscriptions
to the Gem paper.

In closing I will continug to tell of
the blessings of the Lord on our work
this past year. This is not to hoast,
but that it may help some one to work
at our Auxiliary and Mission work
with greater determination to carry
on for ocur Lord and Master. Money
reccived for tha year, $884.00. We first
paid our tithes. We paid for
wood floors in the parsonage, a gas
1ange for the kitehen, a hot water
heater, gave $10.00 of the $30.00 on
a medicine cabinet for the parsonage,
and a number of other good things.
The Lord has blessed us with work
piled up, waiting. We quilt. We also
had two lovely bazaars last year.

hard

So I will say again to our good
sisters and workers, may the Lord bless
you. I hope to sse you again at the
State Association.

yussie Hamblen, Secretary

ABLE TO DRIVE AGAIN
AFTER LENGTHY ILLNESS

Benton, Illinois
Mareh 17, 1953
Dear Bro. Jeffreys:

Enclosed you will find my renewal
to the Gem. And may I say 1 was very
proud of what you said regarding this
unholy new Bible. It seems to me the
National I"W.B. Press is indeed very
quiet regarding the same.

We were sorry to know your wife
was sick so long, but we are glad she
is hetter. There has been lots of sick-
nees of all ages here. T have not heen
able since the middle of September,
1952 to do anything or go as I used to
anywhere. I took virus

infection of
the bowels ang stomach.

I could not
Iny down, us I could not get my breath,
I quit pastoring the church two years
ago in the fall. But I am a good deal
better now. 1 even drove my own car

last weekend to our services, but don't
get out like I adid.

Now I am enclosing a sermon of
mine. I intended to send it to my
sister who is a Methodist preacher in
England. You look it over, and if you
can use it would be glad for you to
do so. )

May God biess you in all your efforts
for good. Remember us to Opal and
the children. If you come this way,
call in.

Your {riends in Christ,

Rev. and Mrs. Chas. R, Porter
liditor’s Note: Out of great love and
respecet for Bro. Porter and his good
wife, I am compelled to supplement his
letter here. DBro. Porter is one of our
elder “defenders of the faith of our
fathers” among Frce Will Baptists in
Southern Illinois. His love for the
Lord and his compassion for the lost
seemed to energize his body and kept
him active in the ministry long after
most of us would have acceded to the
demands of honest years and the toils
of earning an honest living by the
sweat of the brow. Most of us would
do well to emulate him in our service
for the Lord. We are quite happy to
know of improved health, and look for
Bro. Porter to again be active in his
beloved ministry for our Living Jesus.

Sce his good message elsewhere in this
issue.

IT'S YOU

If you want to work in the kind of
church ’

Like the kind of church you like,

You necedn’t slip your clothes in a grip

And start on a long, long hike.

You'll only find what you left behind,

For there's nothing that’s really new;

It's a knock at yourselft when you
knock your church,

It isn’t your church—it's you!

Real churches aren’'t made by men
afraid

Lest somehody else go ahead;

When everyone works and nobedy

shirks,
You can 1aise a church from the dead.

Angd if while you make your personal
stake

Your neighbor can make one, too,

Your church will be what you want to
see—

It isn't your church—it's .you. —Sel.
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BACK GROUND TACTICS-

Let us fake it easy and f{ry to look
at some of the tactics that have arvisen
against the King James Version of the
Ioly Bible, dated A.D. 1611
S At this datz (1611 A D,) we see the
King James DBible in the English
tongue, with its banner flying high,
with the inscription, “Translated out
of the original tongues and with the
former translations diligently compar-
ed and revised.,” This revision is com-
monly known in all English tonguces
as.the Authorized King James Version
of 1611 A.D.

I'rom that date of 1611 to and in-
cluding 1952 A.D., thcie has been a
Protestant war of some kind heing
waged by various gioups, using cvery
tactic they could scrapz up io justify
themselves in revising the King James
Version of A.D. 1611, Still they are
not satisfied, It’s pitiful!

Question—Why has this protracted
rage against the King James Version
heen going on by the various D’rotes-
tant groups at various times? Answer
—It is a Biblical, theological fact that
the opposers of the King James Ver-
sion have been doing every thing they
can to reduce the penally of sin after
this life is over. Again ithe question is
what penalty of sin after this life?
The answer—that penalty the King
James Version describes, to wit: the
hell of toiment for the wicked soul
which it shall experience aft:r death
has claimed the body, and then after
the judgement an eternal hell for the
wicked soul and the body, where the
fire is never quenched and the worm
dicth not, a place where the wiath of
God is without mixture forever and
forever. What o warning God has given
us by way of the King James Version

And to think of the hack ground
tactics that have been waged against
such a wonderful book, the Book of
all books, the Bible—yes, the King
James Version of the Bible. And it

“still stands aloft, above all the oppos-

ing powerg arrayed against it. It gives
ne courage o press on.

Now for some questions based on
the King James Version, which has
said that in the beginning God ereated
the heavens and the carth. Has all
the worldly wisdom of all the carth
combined.proved it-not s0? They (the
opposers gulsing as scientists) would
indicate that they have. Again we read

that the wicked shall be turned into
hell. Has it heen proved it will never
he s0? Can any man or cult point to
a single propheey that was to be ful-
A4lled in the Dhy-gone days that has
failed to come to pass? Hasn’t the
King James Version proved itself to
us to be the Inspired Word of God in
every detail? And again, we believe
that God inspired holy men of old fo
wrize the Inspired Word for all nations
to know, believe and obey. To be so
stupid as to believe that God’s gulding
hand had not yet revealed our part
to us in understandable English would

.
<>

D

2 .

be a remoach to God, and to His only
hegotten Son. It is theological to state
that ofter the writers completed the
last of the New Tesltament writings, in
a minority of languages, that God pur-
posed that the writings be collected
and translated into all langnages of
the earth. And that is exactly what
God did by way of the King James
Version given to us in English, record-
ing all the particulars of the inspired
writers of the 66 hooks, known to us
as the wiitten Gospel in full

Besides the reeordings of the King
James Version as given to us, f here is
no other Gospel for us in English writ
—nor ever will be!

Again, I, F. 1 Crain, would not
erase one jot or tittle, or belittle one
“ast” or “eth’ suifix on a verb fer all
the werld, tor I fear God Almighty.

Who was the attacking party that
attacked the King James Version and
came oul in 1901 AD. with a book
they called the American Standard Ver-
sion? Well, at any rate, they flayed,
ridiculed, and condemned the word
“hell” and various other things, and
came out with a book suited to their
notion, and exclaimed it as the Ameri-
can Standard Version, dated 1901 A.D,

Yes, they had revised the King James
Version? But remembeyr that the old
King James Version still stands with

its hanners high, translated out of the
original tongues.

And when 51 more years had passed,
we atrived at 1952 AD.,, and were
notified that a revision of hoth the
Ameriean Standard Version and the
King James Version had heen made,
and they had o new hook they were
calling the Revised Standard Version.

The Revised Siandard Version has
an introductory they call a Preface.
IMrom this we read (to this effect),
“The Revised Standard Version is a
revision of the American Standard
Version of 1901, which wasg a revision
of the King James Version of 16117
But the fact is that the American
Standard Version and the King James
Version were hoth revised, especially
the 1611 version,

According to this Prefuce, the King
Jantes Version was itself a revision
rather than a translation. Then they
peint to William Tyndale of 1525, the
Great Bible of 1539, the Geneva Bible
of 1560, {he Bishop's Bible of 1568, and
the Latin Vulgate by Roman Catholic
scholars of 1582, and then affirm:d
fhat the translators of the King James
Version “took into account all of these
preceding versions.” )

In another tactic used in the Preface
they say the King James Version of
the New Testament was hased upoll a
ireck text that was marred by mis-
takes containing the accumulated ov-
rors of fourteen centuries of manu-
seript copying, Please read that again.

Still ancther tactic of the Preface
says thai another reason for the re-
vision of the King James is offered be-
cause of changes in English usage since
1611. From the above plea, what do
vou think about changes of usege? Is
it possible {hat we are living in an
age when the Knglish is so highly
refined that some of {he carlier 1Ln-
olish words of the King James® day
have lost out in meaning, and are now
meaningless? These attackers have de-
clared that there are more than 3090
useless and meaningless words in the
King James Version, (read the Preface
and see for yourself). No wonder they
want hell out of the Bible! (Am I
getting too sassy?)

I, my wife and Elda were at the
table and I said,” “I wondzr if there
are any hypocerites today.” My wife
said, “No. They have it all cducated
out.”

Near the close of the Preface they
say,. “It not only does the . King James
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translators ne honor, hul is quite un-
fair to them and to the truth which
they understood and expressed, {o re-
tain these words, which now convey

Mmeanings they did not intend.” The
above clause was pleading for the

King James Version to he remodeled
for King James’ sake, and have it all
straight:ned up o.k. in the siyle of a
brand-new Revised Standmd Version,
dated 1952 A.D., so (I suppose) that
King James would be happy when he
comes back, Did any one cver read
about the wonderful kiss that Judas
gave Chuist while posing to be a friend
of Christ, and still doing all he could
to Kill Christ?

According to the above quotation
fiom the Prefaee, isn't it a theologieal
evident fact. that {he Revised Standard
Verzion staff made o confession of the
truth, understanding, and expiessions
correctly made in the English lan-
guage by the translators of the King
James Version as of 1611 A.D.? And
it the King James Version in linglish
as of 1611 was the very truth in ex-
bpression and undevstanding 341 years
ag0, how can an English word of today
slay an Knglish word of then? Such
an approach is only a subtle attempt
to blindfold and s:duce the U.S.A. to
get rid of the King James Version and
sail in after the Revised Standard Ver-
sion (Satan’s false gospel).

One more question and I will quit
fer now. Is it not a reproach io God
and His only begotten Son to porviend
as though the Gospel of Truth has besn
kept hid (in understandable Inglish)
until the 40 Council of Churches and
their employed staft hrought it all to
light as of yesterday (1952)7

From an ordained Iree Will Baplist
preacher 69 years voung.

Yours tiuly,

. K. Crain
18 Ave. N.W.
Miami, Oklahoma

MISSCURI STATE LOSING
AMNOTHER FULLTIME PASTOR

South Side Church

$124  Mt. Pleasant

St. Louis, Missouri
Dear Gem Readers:

The ladies of the South Side Church
had a nice turn ot for their chicken
supper recently, The chicken was de-
licious, only not cnough of it. Wvery

one cnjoyed themselves (ask Rev.
Bonnie Fughes of Nashville, Tenn, He
came that weskend for a trial service).

The ladies also had a rummage sale
for {he building fund. All in all they
had a nice sum to give to the fund.

We are going to have a pre-Easter
Levival, with one of our own boys, Rev.
Bill Hill, now of Myrtle, Missouri. We
are looking forward to a good revival,
Bro. Bill.

Rev. Ilarvey I&, Hiil i; leaving fhe
South Side Church, April 12 will be
his last service here. May the Lord
bless you in your new field of work,
and that many souls may be saved
{hrough your ministry.

Also, for Sylvia, we the ladies of the
¢hrreh wish you the very best of every-
thing in vour new home. I know that
where ever you are you will be working
hard for the Cause of Christ. We are
coing {o miss you very much, Sylvia.

Rev. Harvey k. Hill is going to
Klizabethton, Tennessce, to pastor a
church there.

Remember us in prayer.

Yours in Christ,
Olive M. Reeds, correspondent
Rev. Harvey E. Hill, pastor

THEY STILL LOVE THE

TEEE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH
Cape Girardean, Mo,

Dear Bro. Jeffreys:

I guess vou lave boin wondering
what had become of me, sinee it has
been so long since 1 last wrote to you
and our Gem paper. Well, we live in
a town where the only Free Will Bap-
tists are ourselves. Then I have not
heen able to fellowship with our people
as [ would love to, and often lose con-
tact of things that happen. But just
the sameg 1 still love the. Free Will
Baptist way and God has been good to
ng as usual,

When we become hungry for the
right kind eof gpiritual food, God so

“wondeifully guides us to Iis table and

1ichly blesses our souls to overflowing:
{hen we arg oncouraged 1o keep press-
ing on, us the Apostle Paut, toward the
many bhlessings God has in store for
us. Ch, how I love Him and wish I
cculd do more for His cause wmong
1ost mankind., At this time, through
God's great love and mercey, we arve
driving 69 miles o round trip to be in
so1vice with people of our own spirit-

ual family, the Free Will Baptist
Church of Marble Hill, Missouri., We
are now members of that church and
desire the prayers of all our frisnds
that we may De of seme help and a
blegsing to them in serviece for our
God, I know those good folks are a
blessing to us already, just being to-
gether. ’

T mentioned above about the 1ight
kind of spiritual foed for us when we
are hungry. You know there is a
right kind and a wrong kind: one will
corrupt and cat until ones very soul
is dried and shrunken with coldness
and no longer eraves spiritual feeding,
while the other wil] feed the soul,
making it grow from g tiny spark into
a flaming torch that reaches outward
and onward, overflowing to all it comes
in contact with. And in these later
days llow we, as Christians, need to be
on fire for God. Souls are in nced of
the Gospel all around us, and every
Christian is an evangelist whether we
realize it or not. So pray for 0111":‘1"umily
and our lost sons who need God’s lpve.

Lzt us unite our prayers as one, and
pray God's will he done in overcoming
sin and shame in this great land of
ours. Let us move in and possess it
for c¢ur Lord and King, Jesus Christ.

Inclosed is a sub for my daughtar.
May every Iree Wi Baptist become
a suppoiter of their pap:r.

May God continuc to bless us as
ree Will Baptists.

Madeline McFarland

»

GIVE UP

up beeause the cross s heavy;
down in weakness "neath its load?
Wy und say you can’t endure it——

(Jive
Nink
Gire

Too rough, too toilsome is the road? -

Al, no, rejoice yonw have a cross,

A eross ehich none but youw muy bear;
Why, you are rich, when by that cross
You carn your right « crown to wear.

Give up awchile there is still in heaven
A God who notes the sparrow's fall."
Give up when He so longs to help you,
But only wants to heur you call?’
He clothes the lilies, feeds the birds;
Would He {o you, then, pay less heed?
Look up to Bim awcith prayerful heart:
He will supply your cvery need.

' —Selected

They always talk who never think. Prioy
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HAS BEEN HOSPITALIZED

Dear Gem:

I am sending in a few things this
morning for the Youth Section. I have
been sick and in the hospital with
para-typhoid, and haven’t been able to
do much writing or anything. I only
came home yesterday evening, and I
don't feel very well yet.

In His service,
Mildred Gilliam

FAREWELL SOCIAL

The Hazel Creek League gave a fare-
well social for Miss Olena Filkins on
Tebruary 27. She has taken a posi-
tion at the Bible College in Nashville.
There were 70 men, women and chil-
dren present. We had a devotional
period of Scripture reading and sing-
ing, and Olena gave a Ilannelgraph
story which was enjoyed by all, She
was given a gift of a nylon blouse
from the League. Refreshments were
served and games werce played and
enjoyed by all.

FREEDOM WORD DIAMOND
ErE

1.
2' .C.DPN—.S_
3. ErEphoM
4, ENpEDP
5. Sob

M

Fil] in the blank letters using as
clues the words which fit the blanks
in the DBible quotations. Wiien cor-
rectly solved the ‘horizontal’ words
and the ‘vertical’ words will be the
same.
1.“. ..come down'-—ﬁ-——— my child die.”

John 4:49,

2,“ .. he wi]} make her wilderness
likeED—ELis (plural). TIsa. 51:3.
3. “With_a great sum obtained I this
ER L LMo pcts 22:28.

“And on the seventh day God
?:J-/—D A his work.” Gen 2
5. “But the other holy offerings 0_,0
they in pots.” II Chron, 35:13.

WHO IS HE? DID YOU GET THE ANSWERS?

i1l in the blanks with the name of
the Bible character to whom the fol-
lowing expressions apply.
1. Asmeek as ML-S WA

. As patient as J 5— .

€261 Ooyuy (q) 3o
TEIIT CwnN (9)  sprendy 'y
wey (9) JepUg ‘prg NeW (v)
‘6z 1% "usH (p) UOSIUBA T

pamIvd *g
‘8:8T
SISNO07] '

2 4
3. Asstrong as q;ﬁ;fi””{ /f—*/ b¥ed £9UJ, PIa 1°UM
4. As wise as § 2+ —~L = —-J‘
5. As impetuous as I’ ~— £ T L L2 ‘eruedd
6. As brave as D r“ l—L—r———/‘ ey imQ 11 23y
7.Asold as M-~ 22 LU LA
8. As shrewd as J /v Lo D sepnfcer Ined gr o ‘weyeaqy it
9. As forgiving as J ﬂ&—f-ﬁ _H ‘lerueYIRN ‘0T ‘ydesor ‘¢ ‘qoour ‘g ‘yel
10. As guileless as N A ] 4 "/W £ OSOUPN *L ‘Prueg -y 1939 ¢ ‘uout
11, As faithtul as A F &K A5 Wl/ | 0l08p ‘wosdwuS g ‘GOr'g ‘Soso T
12. As zealous as P~ ,' 69H ST OUM
13. As false as JH
%/ i
aos ¢
A aN®T b
ENIGMA—FIGURE IT OUT! NoaQdHUJ ‘g
My first is in darkness but not in light; s I:EI[C;{I([}[EI i
My second is in black but not in white; a

My third is in wind and also in rain;

My fourth is in mind and also in brain;

My ftth is in step but not in stair;

My sixth is in weasel but not in bear;

My whole is a man of Bible fame

Who worshiped and praised
hely name.

PUOWEIQ PIOM WOPIDLL

CALLED T¢ NEW FIELD;
REVIEWS MISSOURI WORK

Dear Gem Readers:

God’s

A little bhetter than 12 years ago, 1
announced my call to preach the Gos-
pel.

‘ In September, 1942, I accepted my
occasion. U ¢« first pastorate at the Richwoods Free

. Served by Jacob to his father. St Will Baptist Church, Rich
a woods, Mis-
. Eaten by John the Baptist. Z—QL/() 59 souri. ®

. Served by Abram to the three men
who appeared to him. G4t

4, Provided by God when the Israelites
wanted flesh to eat! ST

. Served by thg father at the 1)10(11g‘11

son's 1etum£ﬁ— yj // i

b, Fatted calf

WHAT DID THEY EAT?

Match the meat served to the correct

[

2

In January, 1944 I, with the help of
a few others, organized what is now
known as the South Side Free Will
Baptist Church, located at 3124 Mt.
Pleasant Ave., St. Louis, Missouri. I
have pastored there until the present
~time. During those wonderful years
I saw God bless our small group of

=

a. Locusts, c. Quails,

d. Venison, e. calf. / .
’ o about 20 until now we have a member-
N ship of over 200,

From this little church God has call-
ed 12 fine people to preach His Gospel
within the past nine years. Some of
them are now full-time pastors, while
two of them are in our Free Wil] Bap-
tist Bible College training for greater
scrvice. Three of them are in the

Due to the illness above noted and
lack of space and time here at the
office, the Youth Section is tather short
this time. We apologize. We have one
nice feature article waiting for this
scetion, but want many more. Editor
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service of our country and are still
holding. true to God.

During these severa]l years I have
worked with a group of the finegst
people upon the carth. My entire min-
istry has been in the ‘bounds of the
St. Francois County Quarterly Meeting
in Southeast Missouri, of which I have
served as Moderator and Chairman of
the Executive Board for several years.

.My entire ministry has been in the

State of Missouri, and I now am serv-
ing on several hoards in the State.

I have said all of that to say this,
there has now come a time in my
ministry when God has said, “Harvey,
your work is done in Missouri at the
present, and I am sending you to new
fields.”

Certainly, my heart is heavy as 1
write this, for truly I love the good
State of Missouri and its wondertul
pecple. I am leaving many friends and
loved ones and going to a new pastor-
ate in LKlizabethton, Tennessce., I do
want eacl of you to know that I have
a love in my heart for the many people
over this great state that no doubt will
bring to me many happy memories.
I do want you to pray for me, for
surely I need your prayers as I go
into my new work in this new state.
1 do regret having to give up my work
here in Missouri, the many boards that
I am serving on, such as the Youth
Camp Board, the State Sunday School
Joard, State Director for
Home Missions, as well as the positions
I now lhold in our local Association.
But God has called, and I must answer.

I would be ver§ happy to hear from
my many triends over the State, and
should at any time I can he of any
assistance to your church or to any
individual I will be most happy to do
my best. My new address will he as
follows after April 12, 1953:

Rev. Harvey E. Hill
Post Office Box
Elizabethton, Tennessee

Yours for the Master's Name,
Harvey E. Hill

YOUNG CHURCH GROWING;
FINE SPIRIT PREVAILS
Kansas City, Missouri
March 23, 1953
The First Free Will Baptist Church
of Kansas City has experienced a
steady growth since its organization
October 5, 1948, The membership is

National®

now four times the number of charter
members. I thank my God for the
wonderful people He has sent to make
up this congregation., They are willing
wotkers, humble and recally lovz the
Lord: consequently a sweet spirit pre-
vails at all meetings, and they are a
joy to a pastor’s heart.

This churchh has also been entirzly
self-supporting since the initial dona-
tion by the Home Mission Boards, with
the cxception of ahbout foity dollars
per year’ by the Home Mission Board
of the Central Western Missouri Asso-
ciation. We are accepting the Missouri
State Co-Operative Plan. We teach
tithing and have never secn people so
blessed in their giving as these dear
ones as they worship the Lord with
tithes and offerings f1om hearts of love.

Rev. Robert Hill and.wife Georgia
were with us for a revival in Novem-
ber. They were a great help to our
church, and any one wanting an ¢vang-
elist would he fortunate to secure the
Bob Hills,

The executive hoard of Central West-
ern Missouri Asociation met with us
March 1st and an ordaining council
ordained one of our fine young men,
Mr. Billy Hensley, as a deacon. It was
a precious service to be privileged to
attend.

We have organized a Woman's Aux-
iliary and arc praying that it will be
another step forward at the First Free
Will Baptist Church of Kansas City.
We plan to obscrve the week of prayer
before Easter.

We feel so grateful to our dear Lord
for all the promises He has fulfilled for
us, and realize we are unworthy of all
Hce has done for us. If left to myself,

I would have given up in despair long’

ago but all along there has been an
“ungzen power” which has bheen my
support in times of failme and dis-
couragement. Through the labovious
years I have been sustained by my
faith in God, according to the riches of
His grace in Christ Jesus. If I have
achieved anything, it's only because
God has used me as His instrument,
theretfore I can claim ne credit as my
own for to Him belongs the praise and
glory. Will you pray for us that we
may be more useful servants in the
great vineyard of the Lord?

In His name,
Alice Dickey

Stop! Look! Listen! —to the Lord.

ATTENDANCE INCREASED.

Free Will Baptist Church
Richwoods, Missouri

Dear Gem Readers:

We don’t have much to repmt this
month. Our attendance has increased.
We're thankful, but not content. There
are so many people in this community
who should and could go to - church.
We're praying, but we need your pray-
ers to get the ‘“lost sheep” to their
“Great Shepherd.”

So, in the interest of God and on
behalf of our chufceh I ask you to re-
member us in your prayers.

Vonnie Huft, Reporter

HAZEL PARK, MICHIGAN
TO BUILD NEW CHURCH

921 E. Granet Ave.
Mareh 11, 1953

The Gem Family:

By the time you read this in the
Gem we will be well underway in the
construction of our new church. It is
to be a one story masonary structure
with space for 10 class rooms, a study,
furnace room, vestibule, cte. 1t is to be
s0 constructed that.another story can
he added to it in time to come. ¥Kor
the present there will be a large dome
with sky light effect over the audito-
rium whieh can be removed in later
years,

I bogan my ministry here in Hazel
Park on June 8§, 1952. And in these
10 short months God has 1ili1'zlclll()1xsly
undertaken in this building program,
as well as in all the other programs of
the’ church. The people were anxious
to have the new church, hut there was
only $600.00 in the building fund. In
these 10 months God has given us
enough to proceed. No member de-
sires any praise for seclf or for the
church, but we humbly give God all
the praise!

We hope to be able to be in the new
church by the middle of the summer.
We carngstly solicit the prayers of the
brethren. everywhere. Pray that the
Master will lead us in every under-
taking.

My warmest regards to the brethren
everywhere! May God richly bless you
in your labors of love,

In His name,

Rev. i\lark M. Lewis
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WHAT DOES OUR NATION AND THE WORLD NEED MOST?

TEXT—Jonx 3:14,15. And as Moses
Ujtcd up the serpent in 1he wilderness,
coen so must the Son of man be lifted
upt that achosoecver bLelicrelh in him

should not perish, but have cternal life.

We netice in golng back to the time
of the fiery serpent, the people were
complaining (o Moses, and chavging
him for bringing them out of the land
cf Egypt to die in the wilderness. God
recommiended o remedy for the Dbite
of the serpents, The 1emedy was within
the reach of all within the camp; to
irt)z:\n(:\lm Iifo"; ot to look was death,

Thig the children of
Isr.ml was type or shadow of the real
universal plan of redemptlion to he
offercd to the world in Jesus Christ.

remedy  for

First, this bite was ineurable by
man. It was u deadly  disease, o»
holson,

Therctare, it one who
bitten wanted to live )
was neces
serpent.

was
ad cnough, it
S4ry to turn and look at the
Not that the serbent  its:If
had any healing vittues, but it was
God’s plan, Neow the shadows anld the
l.\'I)L‘S‘ arve all set aside, and we today
are living within the ¢ i

cach of u uni-
vors: , . .
ersal plan or temedy from sin, extend-

gl l:)y Grace through our Lord Jusuy

ln\.sf. We need no morve, or no olher
&tum:lnue, for in Jiphesians 2:14, “l"(;l'
he is ouy beace, who hath made both
Olle, and hath bhyoken down the middie
\.vull of partition hetween us.” ’
fore Christ 4yYs in John 14‘6
the way, the truth, 1
man cometh ynte th

There-
“I am
and the life: no
¢ Father, hut by

nie,”

° .

1 aslke

en we ask ourselves the question

as outlined, «w §
e » “What  does  the world

O mestr 1y g

: st? 5 it pold: NoO! '
mialt 923 wold: Not Jore

oo :%uys, “Let not the rich man
n his yiches:
glovietly glovy

slory
£101) but let him that
: in this, that he under-
stundeth ang knowetl e
Proverby 11:28, “1ye .
1}15 richey .shull fall: but the righteous
shall flourish gg a hraneh.”

Is it pleasure that the w
most?

Again in
that trusteth in

orld needs
' .

No! In James 29, “Ye have
lived in pleasure on the carth

e M) and
een wanton; ye have nouri

shed your
hearts, as in a day of slaughter.” The
vorld is drunk for pleasure. Ouy tav-
crus, our road houscs—so called, T call
them hell holes—they ave places where
homes ave broken up, children separat-

cd, murdels committed, and thousands
are sent to hell, all heause men and
women cal it a pleasure to frequent
such places. The L;‘rcut,tr:xge(ly in this
nation of surs s that all its churches
and membership, and ity august mem-
bers of Cougress so far fail to tecognize
the need »f some law that would re-
move from our midst such places for-
ever. They ure not worth ~ five per
cent ol tie govarnment revenue 10-
ccived, They are a-blot to good gov-
ernment nd good citizenship, Thoerve
is no end of deaths which can be tracved
to strong drink. May God awalke the
Chureh to ery aloud to do away with
this evip in our country. ¥very time
our Nuatficngl Association, our State
Associaticn, and our Quarterly Con-
ferences gather, may we voice in strong
language annd by sti()llg action, our
demand o our Represintatives o
abolish from our midst this national
ovil, ’

Then we ask again, “What does our
nation and the world nceed most?’ We
have rearhed a place of world
apostacy. Ministers who are in large
chuichies and before large congrega-
tions deny the Blood, and also the
virgin biith, Priests of Baal, llf&y inre
medernists! They offer a program. If
they ever had Religion, then they are
backsliders, and ought to be removed
from our pulpits repent, It by
joining the cimreh and signing o card
one can hecome religious and o it
subject to go to Heaven, then the coni-
ing of Christ was in vain. On the
other hand, it the sacrifices of Christ
and His shed blood wag tlie only rem-
cdy offered to man wherehy he ean he
l'ed('emcd,_zmd ir it is true as Peter
said on the day of Pentecost in Acts
3:19, and Paul in Acts 20:28; also
John 3:16 and John 14:6 where Christ
Himself said, 7 am tlic way, the truth,
and {he Ife: no man ¢ometh unto the
Father, bt by me.” Then if T preach
any other doctrine, or any othar way,
1 would Je comprimising on the truth
and preadiing g program concocted by
man. One of our major couses of in-
difference and apostacy today is caused
by modemistic preaching, which is to
the churdy what Communisin is to
democratic govcrnmunt~dcétruction.

or

What toes e nation and world
nced most? 1t is not programs but
jospel trith, Not sneh as silver and
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gold, neither pleasure cither in taverns
or 10ad houses, nor Sahbath breaking

by ball games or horse racing, The
Largest gatherings of people in any

one place to be found on Sunday is on
our fields of sport, or in public places
of amusemoents. he c¢hwiches as a
whole are extremely silent. A vast
numher of preachers pass the evils up.
We neced o ministerial awakening to
our great responsibility. No doubt the
truth  will hwrt. Somctimes we may
lose a dollar over it, bhut our elernal
rewards will be due with interest, dMay
God help all of us as Free Wil Baptist
ministers to declare the whole truth,
for if the Son thercfore shall set you
free, ye shall be free indeed. There is
a vagt amount of talk about frecdom
these days all over the world: nation-
al, interuational, cconomie, financial,
industrial, and so forth. We will enjoy
all these Dboth individually and col-
leetively only when we know Him
(Christ) whom to know aright is life
cternal; therefore, again the real need
of the world is freedom from sin. As
long as any nation harbors within its
horder, endorsed by law, ungodly and
mnholy places of amusement scemingly
endorsed hy o large per cent of ¢hurch
membership, there can be no freedoni
from sin. Why, it the churches of our
land were on fire for God, and we
stood on our feet and cried aloud to
our representatives and g()\‘tl'lllnlblxt

m

to clean up, in a short time there would

be a change. We are silent, In the
pulpits I preach as 1 am Herein writing.
T have heen ordered out of town on
a rail. T still believe it is up to the
Chareh to make the world better, May
sed have His way with us and may
1953 be among the best real advance-
ment in God's cause that the Free
Wil Baptist ¢ver had in any one
year is my prayer.
Respecetfully yours,

Charles R. Porter

Route 2

Benton, Nlinois



