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The Bible-- God’s Holy Book

This Book contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of
salvat'on, the doom of sinners, and the happiness of believers. Its doctrines
: are holy, its precepts are binding, its histories are true, and its decisions
immutable. Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe, and practice it to be
holy. It contains light to direct you, food to support you, and comfort to
cheer you. It is the traveler’s map, the pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s compass,
the soldier’s sword, and the Christ’an’s chaiter. Christ is its subject, our
good its design, and the glory of God its end. Tt should fill the memory, rule
the heart and guide the feet. Read it slowly, frequently and prayerfully.
It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory, and a river of pleasure. It is
given to you in life, will be open in the judgment, and be remembered
forever. It involves the highest responsbility, rewards the greatest labor,
and condemns all who trifle with its holy precepts.—Author Unknown.
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PLAN TO OCCUPY NEW
STRUCTURE SOON

1113 Alcxander St.
Kirksville, Missouri

Dear Brother Editor:

I am sure the many friends and co-
workers would be interested in know-
ing how the new work heie at Kirks-
ville is progressing. The Lord is bless-
ing in a wondcrful way, for which we
give Him all the praise.

We purchased five beautiful lots in
northwest Kirksville and are wel] on
the way in the erection of a new church
building. The building will be 42x7)
brick veneer with eight Sunday school
rooms, a Pastoi’s study, and the main
auditorium, If the weather permits
we hope to be in the new building in
the near future.

We have heen in a series of revivals
since coming to Missouri. We held
one at Sublett Church. We have just
closcd a wonderfu]l revival at Grays-
ville Church with nine souls saved and
a large number of Ch:istians added to
the church that had never joined a
church anywhere. We are now in a
reviva] at Shibley’s Point Church,
where my son, Rev. Bobby Jones, is
pastor. We feel the Lord is blessing in
a wonderful way in Northeast Missouri
Association.

We desire the prayers of God’s peo-
ple everywhere that our work here
may continue to grow.

We wish you folk, at the Gem, a
blessed Holiday Season and may God
continue to bless the good work you
are doing there.

In the Master’s service,
Rev. Lester Jones

FEW DATES OPEN

We learn in correspondence with
Rev. Wm. Buster of Thebes, Illinois
that he has some open dates yet for
February and March. If you want an
evangelist of ability and a passion to
see souls saved, you will want to con-
tact Bro. Buster at once for these or
later dates.

CHURCH MEMBER
BEATITUDES

Blessed is he whose program contains
prayer meeting night.

Blessed is he who serves faithfully
on a committee.

Blessed is the church official who 18
not pessimistic.

Blessed is he who loves his church
before his business.

Blessed is he who can walk as fast
to a religious service as to town.

Blessed is he who invites people to
come to church and comes along him-
self.

Blessed are those who never gossip
about the faults of the church, but
work to make it better.

—Religious Telescope

The devil is so fond of those who
take a back seat in church that he’s
going to give them a front seat in hell,

«—Contributed
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DEPARTMENTALIZED LIVING
Rev. Raymond Riggs

TeXT: “For me to live is Christ.” Phil.
1:25.

Today, we are no doubt living in the
Laodicean age of the Church. It is so
easy to find ourselves living for a pro-
gram, or living for a principle, when
in reality we should be living for a
person, and that person is the Lord
Jesus. We should live with a view to
Him! His interests are your interests:
His objectives bhecome your objectives:
Hig thoughts become your thoughts:
His love becomes your love: His wish,
your wish. You are living with a view
to Him; that is, if you are living the
Christ Controlled Life.

This is not living for things, and that
hits rather hard, for I have noticed in
my travels a great desire for things.
There are necessary things in our daily
experience, but God forbid that we
should ever be content to live for
things, no matter how good they may
be. Many people are living for things
—when the Lord Jesus Christ said “A
man’s life consisteth not in the abun-
dance of things which he posseth.”

Our Qreatest Need

When we moved into headquarters
building here in Nashville, Tennessee,
Bro. Damon Dodd, Bro. W. S. Mooney-
ham and I went into an upstairs room,
closed the doors and discussed in detail
our plan of work and the general needs
of our denomination. Each of us felt
very keenly our responsibility. We
all agreed that within ourselves we
were entirely too small for the enor-
mous tasks assigned to us. We felt,
and still do, that the success of the
Denomination as a whole depends
largely upon the intimate mutual unity
and understanding of those who hold
leadership responsibilities in our de-
nomination. We are conscious that
Satan in all his subtility will attack on
every hand, and in our weakness and
many times, our carnality, this unity
will only prevail as we live a Christ-
controlled life. Thus, I conclude and
have been preaching wherever I gv
that our greatest need is not money,
it is not more preachers or mission-
aries, neither is it a better program.
I'm sure our greatest need from the
smallest local church on up, is a deep-
er depth-of consecration on the part of

Uaisarbinlesiiii .

our present constituents. Things of all
kinds, to the individual Christian, the
local church or a denomination that
ig in the directive will of God, are
gecondary. Matt. 6:33, “But seek ye
first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you.”

Departmentalized Living

Arthur B. Whiting, Th. D., pastor of
First Baptist Church of New Yoik
City, has wel] described the present
day when he wrote:

“It is a tragedy when man begins to
live for things, but thousands of be-
lievers are doing just that very thing.
They seemingly know nothing of the
Christ-mastered life, because they are
running their lives on the basis of a
depariment store. They have a depart-
ment of education, a department for
business, a department for recreation,
a department for their Christianity,
and the Lord Jesus crowded off into the
small department. The testimony of
the Book ig that it is the Lord's desire
and 1ight to run the department store
of the believer’s life. He wants to be
the Manager of the recreation, of the
education, of the business; every area
of life is to be under His control. He
is to be the Lord of all, or, as it has
been well said, He is not Lord at all!

“You do mot catech the ful} signifi-
cance of the statement when you read
it in the King James version or in the
American Standard veirsion. But when
you are reading along in the Greek
New Testament, it really hits you be-
tween the eyes, ‘To me to live Christ.’
You don’t even find that little word ‘is’
there. ‘To me to live...’ Yes, what
does it mean to live Chrigt? That
means the whole horizon of life is
filled with Him. He is the One who
is the Captain, the Master, the Super-
intendent, the Manager, the Engincer,
the Director.”

Christianity and Sunday Clothes

After the morning service on the
Lord’s day, two persons accidentally
bump into each other in the vestibule
of the church. They go their way.
Monday dawns, and early in the morn-
ing two cars approach an intersection
traveling at a rapid rate of speed.
There is a grinding of brakes and two
cars come to a stop with fenders touch-
ing. The same two persons who bump-
od each other in the vestibule of the
church have bumped each other ‘at the

intersection on Monday morning. Con-
duct has a way of changing according
to circumstances when the Lordship of
Chiist is not a reality in experience.
Thus it is that on the Lord’s day morn-
ing in the vestibule of the church there
will be effusive apologies, but on Mon-
day morning under different circum-
stances, there will not be any effusive
apologies but explosive articulations.
Why? If Jesus Christ holds the reins
of life there ought to be the same
courtesy at the intersection as there
is in the vestibule of the chuich.

Why is it that so many Dbelievers
seem to put aside their Christianity
with their Sunday clothes? It is be-
cause Jesus Christ is relegated to just
a little area of their expericnce. But
Pau] says, “For me to live is Christ”—
that is the Christ-dominated life, the
Christ-controlled life.

When our lives are Christ controll:d
we shall go forth into all the world
with the Gospel of Peace.

WANTS NAMES; ADDRESSES

This Is An Urgent Appeal To Free
Will Baptists Bverywhere!

Dear Brother Jeffreys:

We know there are many Free Will
Baptists that have left their home town
and moved to the St. Louis, Missouri
arca. If you have a fiiend or a rela-
tive, if anyone in your church has
moved to St. Louis, we appeal to you to
send their names and correct address
to us.

The names you send to us will be
given to the pastor of the church near-
est to them. We have active working
churches in the St. Louis area. We
will contact these people. .

It is important that people attend
church regularly: if they don’t, they
gsoon grow cold and may be lost. We
know that there are thousands of I'ree
Will Baptists who have moved to St.
Louis who do not attend church. Hclp
us reach these people.

Pastors, we appeal to you; please do
something about this appeal. St. Louis
is a city of more than a million people
—we cannot find these people without
your help.

Rev. James Barker
2612 Minnesota
St. Louis 18, Missouri

Pastor of the Third Free. Will Baptist
Church of St. Louls, Missouri. .~ ..
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OKLAHCMA ITINERARY
FCR FOREIGN MISSIONS

As Promotional Seccratary of the
Forelgn Mission Doard, it is my privi-
lege to visit various states in the in-
terest of Foreign Missions. It is a real
joy to visit our different church:s and
espetially to have fellowship with our
fine pastors. I think there is no higher
calling than that of being a pastor, I
have espceially appreciatcd my assocla-
tion with our pastors in th: State of
Oklahoma. They love their people and
are doing a fine job shepherding their
flocks and leading sculs to the Lord
Josus Chifst. They also are leading
their people into the support of our
Foreign Mission Program.

One of the highlights of the itinerary
was meeting with the State Mission
Board of Oklahoma at Wewoka Church
on December 14, This board is com-
posed of some of the fincst of our pas-
tors and to be in their meeting was to
observe their interest in Mission work,
both at home and abroad.

. Following is a report of the itinerary.
D:cember 4, Bixby, Rev. Jesse Stepp
pastor, 175 attendance, $3.32 received.
Dz2c. 6, Lewis Avenue (Tulsa), Rev.
"E. M. Kennedy, 150 present, ¢ people
cons:cratzd their lives to service, 51.35
roceived, 706.00 pledged. Deec. 6, Lawn-
wood (Tulsa) Rev. H. E. Staires, 200
attendance, 7 consccrations, 7.24 receiv-
ed, 300.00 pledged. D:ec. 6, First Church
Tulsa, Rev. John H. West, 200, one
conversion, 50 consecrations, 53.98 cash,
1,070.00 pledged. Dec. 7, Drumright,
Rev. Harry Beatty, 100, 7 consecration,
37.05 with 320.00 pledged. D:e. 8, We-
wcka, Rev. Ralph Staten pastor, 175,
5 consacrations, 154.69 received, 245.00
pledged. Dec. 9, Ada, Rev. Weldon
Wood, 100, 20 consecrations, 75.00 cash,
60.00 plzdged. Dec. 10, A:dmore, Rev.
E. J. Wilson pastor, 125, 20 consecra-
tions, 38.78 with 170.00 pledged. Dec.
. 11, Norman, Rev., Robert Duncan, 27,
1 conversion, 4 cons:erations, 43.82 re-
ceived, 125.00 pledged. D=zc. 12, Rev,
Celbert Akin, 59, 3 consecrations, 26.11
paid, 25.00 pledged. Dec. 13, C:ntral
Ave. (Oklahoma City) Rev. Jack Dod-
son pastor, 175 pres:nt, 15 consecra-
tions, 60.27, 2€6.00 pledged. Dzc. 13,
Caplto] Hill, Rev. B. E. Morris, 30 pres-
. ent, Dec. 13, Seminole, Rev. Melvin
. Shelton, 131, 6 consecrations, 20.36,

. 86.00" pledged. -D:c. 14, Turley, Rev. .

+D. D. Dipboye, 120, 1 saved, 10 conse-
c‘ratlune,.ﬂ’.ﬂﬂ,rece,ive(%, 100,90 pledged. .

Dec. 15, Muskogee, Rev, Eugene Rid-
dl:, 10 present, 1 consecration, 23.90,
80.00 pledged, Dec. 16, Stiglar, Rev.
Bob -Maxwell, Jr., 100, 10 consecrations,
29.23 cash, 305.00 pledgzd. Total, 1,908
attondance, 3 saved, 164 conszcrations,
$698.05 cash received, $3,861.00 pl:dged.
Note: The amount listed from B.xby
and Lawnwood Churches represznts
onec-third of their offeiings, since two-
thirds was sent to state and national
homs missions.

My thanks to the Mission Board of
Oklahoma and especially to Rev. Ernest
Kennedy who helped to arrange the
itinerary; also to every rastor and to
our fine people who gave and pledged
to Foreign Missions.

As of this date (Dec. 29) counting
the cash and pledzes received from
Oklahoma, we only lack $255.00 having
her suggested quota for Foreign Mis-
sfons. With six months yet to go and
with the assurance that I have that
you will pay your pledge, I predict
that Oklahoma will go over the top
for Foreign Missions by June 30, 1954.

During this fitinerary we traveled
over 2,000 miles, saw 164 of our fine
yeung people come into the altars of
our churches and dedicate their lives
to God to be used of Him wherever He
leads. Then too, there were three souls
saved including an elderly man who
had formerly been a tavern operator
and gambler,

We praise the Lord for the oppor-
tunity to serve our Blessed Lord.

Rev. Raymond Riggs

ARKANSAS SCORES AGAIN

Since Arkansas is on the trail be-
tween h:adquarters in Nashville, Ten-
nessee, and the State of Oklahoma, we
recently stopped off for a few services
enroute to our western destination and
also returning from the land of oil
and cattle.

It was a real blessing to vizit in six
different churches, the most of whom
had never been visited by a National
representative.

Cur tally sheet shows that in these
services there were 570 people in at-
tendance, 54 young people d:-dicated
their lives to God for sarvice, $190.00
in cash given for Foreign Missions and
$790.00 pledged to be paid, by June 30.

:Arkansas -is the fligt and only state
to have reached her quota for Foreign
Missions, during the first holf of the

fiscal year. She no doubt will doublz:
her quota by June 30. o

Following is a report of the sarvices. .
Docember 4, Bethey Church at Ros.bud,
Rev. Lonnie Cof{man pastor, 150 were
p.esent, and $30.00 cash was received.
Also the Gr:enbrier League gave 10.00
on the samsz date. D2z, 17, Walnut
Street Church, Fort Smith, Rev. Leon-
ard Crowdar pastor, 20 attznded, 12
consecrations to service, 10.00 rec.ived,
150.00 pledged. December 12, Green-.
brier Church, Greenbricr, Rev. R. G.
Lane, 100 present,
32.75 with 300.00 pledged. Decc. 19,
Macedonia Church at New Edinburg,
Rev. Lewis Barker, 110 attended, b

consecrations, 26.50 and 100.00 pledged.

Dce. 20, Ross Hill at Monticello, Rev.
J. E. White pastor, 109, 16 consecra-
tions, 32.64 cash with 150.00 pledged.
Dee. 20, Mt. Pleasant, route 1, Ham-
burg, Rev. Robert King pastor, 130 at-
tended, 6 consecrations, 44.00 and 99.00
pledged.

Rev. Raymond Riggs

FIRE DESTROYS CHURCH'

Marble Hill, Mizsouri
Greetings: '
We come to you at this time to make
a report of our work here. Our number
in attendance is good, but as always,
we hope to see it grow.
The Loid is good to us in many
ways, and at this time we feel our-

. great nced of Him. As Job stated that

the Lord giveth and ths Lord taketh
away, but blessed bz the namsz of tha
Lord, and though He slay me, yet will
I serve Him. We of Markle Hill Church
fe‘el the same as Job did. They can
do what they may but w2 are stil
datermined to have a Froe Will Baptist
Church h:re. :
We have a,wenderful man of God to
lead us in our work, and w th th2 ht2lp
of our God we arz go:ng forward. Our
Father never said that the way wou'd
be an easy one, but promised to ro
with us and maks a way for H s p2ople,
and our people aim to do just that.
We know the way sz2ems rorgh and
dark just now, and our progrcss h-s
been slowed down at prescnt, but our
Lord will bless us—we fzel, by giving
us ¢ven bhetter.

/-On December 27, 1953, our: ch- ¢

building. and: part .of the contcnis was
destroyed by fire, just as wa wers pboyt
to begin Jupday Soheol. The fifo seems

15 conscerations, -
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to have becn caused by a defective flue,
and was first noticed at 9:55. The
Luildinrg was leve.ed to the ground by
11:16. Enough of the furn:shings werc
saved for us to continue w.th sarvices,
but of course it was impossible to save
all that was in th: builuing, We tiank

- God for what we still have.

The American Legion moved owt
things to their hall and cffered us the
use of it for services until wa can plan

“otherwise. Also th: Boy Scouts came

‘and repaired the scats and set every
thing up ready for our services that
night. Poople from other churches
cam. ‘and helpad too. We do plan to
1ebuild as soon as poss.ble and as
frnds come in for the building pro-
gram. We ar2 small in number here,
Lut in faith believing, we aim to have

.a church.,

‘There was not very much insurance

‘coveragge *and it will not meet our

n:eis, so we are trust.ng in God for a
church he.e, and in our many friends

“who carz to help to givz.a donat.on to

this.cause. We intend to keep on serv-

~ing H.m who doeth all things well.

S:nd any olering you ‘desire to send

‘to any of thes: meén: Pastor, Rav. Cacll
: Sheppard, Foute 8, Fredericktown, Mo.;

C :rk Bazil Smith, Lutesville, Mo.;
D a on, Wm. D. McFarland, Route 1,
Cap: Girardeau, Mo. We thank each
ong of you for .your kindness to us in
our g.:at hour of necd. We thank 'our
God from whom all blessings come.

Yours for the Master’s Cause,

Marble Hill Church

I'rom Earller Correspondence—

Tha Criination Board was called to
our church on December 5 for the pur-
pos: of ordalning two d:acons. Those
crdaincd wore Dro. Sanford Jackson
and “Bro.  Williom D. M Farland. In
charge of the servic: was Rov. Wood-
row Matthews, Rev. Altert Halbrook,
and Rev. 0. D. Ma'thcows.

The Sunday School is growing, and
the highest avirage wag teach:d in
Novomber with the average being 43.

On D:cember 20 we organized a

' ‘L"agu: {n our church. O.r attendanc.
" has . been good—around 32, anl the

offerings are good. There is-much to
learn about the work, and our p2opl
are willing to leain.

. We have a great ficld here in which
We. still have some on our

'

!

for our chuich that we will receive a
grcater burdsn for the lost.

—Reporter -

STATE TREASURER'S
QUARTERLY REPORT

October, November, December, 1953,

CO-OPERATIVE FUND

Flat River First ........... ...$217.13
Oak Grove .v.vevenvencnonens . b.00
Myrtle ....... N 23.82
Fellowship, FFlat River ........ 397.84
South Side, St. Louls .......... 135.00
Merl's Chapel voevevvvnernnenns 59.99
Desloge ..iiieiiveiretnnenanne 42,96
St. Louls Fourth .....o000vvse 83.30
Sublett cevveniann Creeeseranann 11.00
Leadington ........... Ceesenes 80.29
Hannon . ..ceeeeeenessssaronans 20.07
Carterville ....ovevvvninans ... 2167
Mine LabMolite cveevveerscnnses 658.38
St. Louis Third .....e.veiennn 127.57
Mtn, Valley .ocvvevncnanss veess 26,11
Froderizktown ..vvvvereriinnns 181.61
Hazel Creek Union ............ 45.29
Richwoods ...ivvecreninncnnes 60.31
Taith and Hope .....vvvnnnnn.. 16.00
WAZONET +ovvesascecasennance 32.0)
Voldelln veeeveervarsnsoseases 39.46
Coppermines ......covveeennen. 16.47
Don Harrison, Salem, Mo. ..... 27.00
Howard Maxville, Graff, Mo. ... 9.00
Mill Crotk covevnnesnencnnrene 24.00

“Total .......... S $1,857.28

GENERAL EXPENSE FUND

Laclede County Assn. .......... $ 5.00
Cave Springs Association ...... 12.88
Carterville. .......... i iienn, 6.00

STATE ENTERTAINMENT FUND

" Cave Springs Assoclation ....... $11.22
FOREIGN MISSIONS FUND
Fellowship, Flat River ........ $100.00
Fredericktown ................ 132.99
Aulshury Chapol ............. 76.72
Hartville covieivenriinnennnns. 15.56
Union Light ... .ccoiiiiiin,... - B0.45
Wolf Cieek vovevivnrnnannnenns 15.00
Verdella  coivniiineennnnena 76.21
Now Harmony Mission ........ 4.00
Joplin  cieveiennnn e veeee 2296

Total crieveocnneitvineessss$5493.8)

Page Five
MISSIONS FUND
Twin 0aks (vveveviervesnnnons $ 20.15
Rock Chapel vvvvevuvnenrenanes 19.77
Macedonia ..ovvvevrenrennens . 46,78
Mrs. A. L. DaWeese, BEaston, Mo.  6.00
New Harmony S.S. ...evvvveen 195.74
Jewal ittt 24.6¢
Flat River First covvvevniienns 86.56
Old Bethel .ovvivevnnvnneraenss 12.05
Mt. Pisgah ...cvvveenvnocnsnne 13.66
Shibley’s Point ......c.00vne. . 1826
Martha Ricketts, Liberal, Mo, .. 5,00
TOA] wevvivnerarcnoseoanns $608.45
STATE HOME MISSIONS
MONEEL vovnrvraveernreersrnnee $ 551
Joplin L ..iiiiiiiiiii e 22.0
Leadington ......cievevnees veses 632
Myrtle ... Ceereasasereans . 6.86
Total ..vveennenns ceraeanae $41.64
LIGHTS FOR CUBA FUND
Central Western Missourl Assn, $23.58
IIANNA FUND
St. Louis Third Church ...... $140.,00
- NATIONAL HOME MISSIONS FUND
Monett Church +.o..o.. eerenanes $5.60
CO-LABOREZR FUND
Monett Auxiliary ..........c00. $34.14
Fredeiickton Mission v.vovvveeen 5.00

ToOtal veveerennaonnnnnnanas $39.14
Total Receipts for Quarter ..$3,143.49

Mrs. Jowell Campbell, Treasurer,

YEARLY REPORT OF

NEW HARMONY S.S.;

GREENTOP, MISSOURI ‘
January 1-December 31, 1953

Averag: attendance ........... 72
Average offering ..oovveveenn $ 22,00
Taken in du.ing year ......... 937.64
On hand beginning of year .... 522.71
Ycarly total .......c000e $1,460.30
Total expenditures for year.... 970.13
Loaves a balanc2 of .......$490.17
Our Sunday School has b:en growing
and szveral precious souls have beén

saved during regular preaching serv-
fces. The Lord is doing a wond»>rful
wo k through our faith’ul pastor, Rev.
Mildred Gilliam.

Martha Frances-Buchanan, s:cy-treas.
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JUSTIFICATION

W. 8. Hotlel

_The doctrine of justification i3 one of
the most important of all the doctrines
taught in the Holy Scriptures. It is a
sitbject that has occupled the thought
and lifetime of the g.eatest theologians
and scho.ars, in the centurics past or
at the present time. It is a subject that
has occupled the triune Godhead ever
since, if not before the world began.
It is a subject that affects the eternal
destiny of mankind. Its importance can
not be fully understood nor estimated.

This important doctrine is not clear-
ly undaistood nor apprehended by mul-
t.itudes of professing Christians, This
fact is manifestly evident from the
fact that they are constantly confuscd
about grace and legality, and are occu-
pied with ‘doing’ and ‘being’ something
in order to merit the favor of God and
finally rcaching glory when their earth-
ly life and pilgrimage are ended. Thus
they aie kept in chains of legal bond-
ago all their days, and do not know
the blessed assurance, the joy, the
pcace, the comfort, and the hope of
glory the Lord would have them know
and enjoy. The doctrine of justifica-
tion, therefore, demands the most care-
ful study possible.

The Nature of Justiﬁ'cation

The first great question that con
fronts us in the study of this subject
is, what is justification?

The answer to this question must be
found in the realm and sphere of tlic
judiefal, it biings to mind a court,
with the judge and a person in court
and before the judge, charged with the
guilt of crime.

Justification is the judicial act of
God whereby He declares righteous th:
sinner who believes in Jesus Christ
(4cts 13:38,39). Note that it is God,
the righteous Judge Himself who justi-
fles (RRom. 8:33).

Justifization is an act of God alone.
It is a righteous act, for in it God does
not compromise with sin, nor act in
leniency with sin. God is infinitely and

perfectly righteous, and when He de-

clares righteous the sinner who be-
lieves in Jesus Christ, He does so in
strict and full conformity with His
own rightcousness (Ez. 34:6,7).
Justification is & complete act of God,

There i3 no trace of guilt left, and
there is no charge left in the records
of the court of God (Rom. 2:33,1).
The believer is justified before God of
every charge and has peace with God

" (Acts 13:39; Rom. 5:1), Justification

is not merely pardon. A criminal may
have mercy shown and be pardoned,
but his pardon does not justify him.
In actual fact he is still guilty of the
crime he committed,

Justification is a change of standingr

or status before God, the change from
guilt to righteousness, for Christ Him-
self is imputed to the believing sinner
for righteousness (I Cor. 5:21; I Cor.
1:30). The believer stands in Christ
before God, and he therefore stands
before God In righteousness so in-
finetly perfect that no human deeds
or merit can add to. it and no human
sin or demerit can subtract ought from
it. The justified believer stands before
God so0 perfectly free from sin as
though he had never sinned, and so0
perfectly accepted as though he had
never violated the -Law of God. How
blgssedly wonderful and glorious!

The GQround of Justification

In thinking upon this point the
question arises, how can God justify
the ungodly?

The giound of justification is the ac-
complished redemption by. our Lord
Jesus Christ (Rom. 4:25; 5:1) The
Lord Jesus in His death on the Cross
fully met every claim of the offended
holiness of God and every demand of
God’s holy Law, dying in the room and
stead of the sinner. His death was
substitutionary, vicarious and sacri-
fielal (I Cor. 15:3; II Cor. 5:21; Rom.
5: 6-2). Christ’s resurrection from the
dead was the Divine proof of His Son-
ship and that He was the righteous
One. God’s own standard of righteous-
ness (Rom. 1:4; Johyn 16:8-11). In His
resurrection and ascension ‘life, Christ
is the Surety of the bellever before
God, representing him before God in
His own character and merit; hence
the believer stands before God in
Christ (Eph. 1:6; 2:6; ICor. 1:30; I
John 4:17; Col. 2:9,10.

1t is on the ground of the redemption
accomplished by Christ Jesus that God
may be just, and at the same time
justify the sinner who believes in Jesus
Christ (Rom. 3:24-26). This passage
also shows that the redemption in

- Christ Jesus vindicates God in having

“passed over” sing from Adam to Moses

and the sing of Vellevers under tho -
0ld Covenant on the basis of the atone- -
ment made by blood (Zom. 5:13; Heb.
9:16). To summarize: Christ Jesus
fulfilled every priestly act and the
whole moral jaw, both in His righteous
life and substitutionary death. He
proved Himself the righteous One, and
died in behalf of the guilty sinner, thus
satisfying the claims of God's holiness
and the demands of the Law, and He
now lives in the Glory before God as
the Representative and Surety of all
who believe in Him. For this reason
God may be just, and at the same time
justify the ungodly who believe in
Jesus Christ.

The Principle of Justification

This point raises the question, what

is the source of justification? What s -

it that led God to devise and provide
such a wonderful scheme of redemp-
tion, whereby the guilty sinner may be
justified?

The principle of justification is not
good works and law keeping (Rom.
3:20; Gal. 2:16). The Law cannot save,
nor justify, neither can it give life,
because the flesh is too sinful and weak
to keep the Law (Rom. 8:3). The Law
can only kill, condemn and curse (II
Cor. 3:6,7,9; Gal. 3:10).

The principle of justification is the
sovereign and infinite grace of God
(Rom. 3:24; Titus 3:7). Grace is the
most expressive character of God, it is
peculairly God’s own essential quality.
God is sald to be the God of all grace
(I Peter 1:10). Grace is frce, unmerit-
ed love and favor. And justification is
by Free Grace (Rom. 3:24). Justifica-
tion is therefore & causeless act of
God (Eph. 3:2,7,8) It is without a
cause on the sinner's part that God
justifics the sinner who believes in
Christ. Simply because of His own
grace and love God has provided re-
demption in Christ Jesus His Son, and
upon ‘the simple and only principle of
grace He justifies the sinner who be-
lieves in Jesus Christ.

Subjective Condition of Justification

This raises the question, what must
the sinner do to obtain justification?

Weo must here sharply distinguish
between  “condition” and “ground.”
The ground is the meritorious cause.
But this cause operates to secure justi-
fication, only when a certain relation
subsists between Christ and the sinner.
That relation on the sinners side is
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evangelical faith. Justification is thus
THROUGH faith but because of Christ's
redemption (Rom. 3:24). Evang:lical
faith involves the earnest rejection of
every other trust but Christ, and a
hearty faith in Christ who died and
rose again .(10:8-10).

Let us be definitely settled, that only
ag the sinner believes in Christ is he
justified of God. Scripture clearly
teaches that all who do not believe 1n
Clhirist, are children of wrath and under
condemnation (Eph. 2:3; Jno 3:36,18).

We note that James speaks of justi-
fication by works, and thus seems to
contradict Paul (James 2:14-26), The
contradiction between James and Paul
is only seemingly, however. Neithoe
James nor Paul make faith in one’s

-own works the condition of justifica-

tion, and thus the meritorious causec
of justification. Both make faith in
Christ the condition, and both insist
that it should be genuine and hence a
woiking faith. James lays a great deal
of stress upon works as the evidence
of justification before men. But Paul
in the Roman Epistle enforces the same
thought presented by James, only in
other terms. Works, as the ‘ground’
of faith, are sometimes very different
from works as the ‘fruit’ of faith.

SHOULD WE CALL IT :
‘““THE NEW BIBLE’’?

Wilbia Sell- Stockton, Missouri

I have spent some time thinking
about the so-called -New Version b:ing
referred to as the “New Bible.” Should

~we as Christians speak of it as the

New Bible? After all the King James
version of 1611 is God’s Holy Word
and is not for private interpretation.
“Knowing this first, that no prophecy
of the Scripture is of any private in-
terpretation. For the prophecy came
not in old time by the will of man:
but holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” II
Peter 1:20,21, The Bible is inspired of

*God and of divine authority.

“For I am the Lord, I change not.”
Malachi 3:6. In Isalah 7:14 the new

" version hag changed the word ‘virgin’

to ‘young woman. The changing of
that one word in that one verse of
Seripture is enough to discredit the
whole book in the eycs of truly bor
again bellevers, )

God’s word speaks of the writers of
the revised version when He called
them presumptious. The word presump-
tucus means proud, self-confident, tak-
ing undue liberties. “But chiefly them
that walk in the flésh in the lust of
uncleanness, and despise governm:nt.
Prosumptuous are they, self-willed,
they are not afraid to speak evil of
dignities.” II Peter 2:10. Have not
these self-willed spoke holdly against
the most Dignified One by denying His
virgin birth? They have corrupted the
Word of God and changed the truth
of God into a lie.

God’s woid plainly calls them falsc
teachers and warns us that they wili
bring in damnable heresies and even
deny the Lord that brought thom. H.
also tells us that they w.ll bring upon
themselves swift destruction. Read His
description of false prophets and their
punishment in II Peter 2:1-4. The
most destructive thing I can think of
would be to miss heaven. By changing
God’s Word, we forfeit our heavenly
home, for God plainly says in Rev.
22:18,19, “For 1 testify unto every
man that hecareth the words of the
prophecy of this book, if any man shal]
add unto these things, God shall add
unto him the plagues that are written
in this book: and if any man shall
take away from the words of the book
of this prophecy, God shall take away
his part out of the book of life, and
out of the holy city, and from the
things which are written in this book.”

In Matthew 6:13 of the King James
version we find this Scriptuie: “And
load us not into temptation, but de-
liver us from evil: I'or. thine Is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ¢ver. Amen.” The makers of the
new translation have omitted the last
phrase, “For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever.
Amen.” They are striving to rob God
of His kingdom, power and glory.
S-emingly they have laid hands on the
Holy Bible to use it for their own
meansg and glory.

This following paragraph {is not
original with the writer of this article
pbut was found in a phamplet written
by a Presbyterian minister of Collings-
wood, N. J. We thought it very good
and wish to pass it on to the Gem
readers,

«It may be said that we have g
nored favorable things that cou'd b
sald about the Revised Standard Ver
sion. When there is arsenic in a loaf

of bread, one do¢s not spend his time
discussing the good ingredients of th
bread, but warns against the arsenic—
and properly so! The changes and de-
fects in the Revis:d Standard Version
we have pointed out here are more
dangerous to human souls than arseni.
is to the body.”

Thank God for His promise to us:
“Heaven and carth shall pass awa)
but my wo:ds shall not pass away.”
Matt. 24:35. '

As we look Into the pages of th.
new version it resembles a story book
or a book of fables, God’s word has
this to say about fables: “For th
time will come when they will not
endurc sound doctr.ne; but after their
own lusts shall they heap to them
selves teachers, having itching ears;
and they shall turh away th.ir ears
from the tiuth, and shall be turnel
unto fables.” II Timothy 4:3,4.

Fables are stories or statements that
are not true, as in legend; hence, &
falschood. To compose fables means
to write or speak fiction. The Apostle
Paul in his letters to Timothy warns
against having anything to do con
cerning fables. “Neither give heed to
fables and endless genealogies, which
minister questions, rather than godly -
edifying which is in faith: so do”
I Timothy 1:4. “But refuse piofane
and old wives’ fables, and exerciss thy-
solf rather unto godliness,” I Timothy
4:7. ‘

1 wonder, are we justified to speak
of a book, that has turned the truth
of God into a lie, or fable, as the
New Bible? Or shall we just refer to
it as a book?

SEEING IS BELIEVING

An infidel assured a Quaker he would
believe if he ever saw Him, but not
otherwise. “Does thee belizve in Spain?”
inquired the Quaker. “Sure,” replied-
the unbelicver, “But though I have not
seen that country myself, I know peo-
ple who have.”

“Did thee over see thine brains, or
{s there anybody that ever did sce
them?” the Quaker asked.

“No,” sald the other, “but that is
different.” C ‘

“Docs thee believe thee has any?”
asked the defender of the faith.

~—Contributed
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From The Editor’s Desk

b

A HAPPY NEW YEAR

At last we are getting around with
this issue. The Christmas tush about
fioorcd us, but we en,oyed it very much
and survived in fairly good shape. We
do’ wish to thank those of you who
sernt gre:tings at this time of the year,
and thanks also to all of you who have
made our work lere possible and
plcasant. It is a real pleasure to serve
th2 Lord and work for His children.

Now we find ourselves embarking
in a ncw year. We realize the future
is very unpredictablc when the future
is rezardad as one short year immedi-
atsly ahead. Some vizw the year as
just another p:riod of monotonous rep-
ctition of a too familiar pattern of the
past, and probably it will turn out
about as expected to many people. But
to most of us many unexpect:d circum-
stanccs will b2 e¢xperienced in the next
£2 weeks. Some will rejoice from un-
¢ pected joys and good fortune. Some
will b2 burdenzd and crushed by sud-
d n tragcdy and sorrow. Most pzople
wil] experience tho unexpected during
thz yea, and all experiences will bring
difforent reactions. Only those In close
fellowship with the Master will be
qualified ‘for these unexpacted experi-
ences soon to come to pass, for it is
_ of them that the Scriptures state that
all things work together for good to
them that love God. So we trust that
* ycu are adequately prepared for th.
events of 1954, and wish you a veiy
Happy New Year!

Obligations the Same

As we look Into the future, we ¢
pect no radical change in ‘our privi-
leges and obligations to the Church.
‘Many church enterprises are in oper-
ation to the full extent of available
finaness and personnel: other enter-
prises need starting and present pro-
jects mecd .to bz expandad. Unfortun-
atoly, it is a constant struggle to main-
~ tain some phases of the work. However
- okligations do not lessen with changing.
calendars.

"It i the opinion of your editor that
~once a clear.call to.the. ministry it
* recelved that the obligation to this

call will not ceasz, nor will God recall
it, as leng as that person is quallfied
physically and mentaily and as long
as any needy field romains in which
to laboi. My observation is the same
toward anyone ordained of God to any
gpecide phase of work in His vinayard.
Lakewise the Church has a continuing
obligation to meet d:finite needs ot
materials and personne] to oparata the
many enterprises of the Chureh in
every part of the world. With this in
mind 1:t us take a brief look at some
of the entciprises of the part of the
Church to which we belong—known as
Free Wil] Baptists.

Greater Support Ncecded

The d:partment of Foreign Missions
is perhaps currently the best known
and best supported en.teljprise above
the level of the local church. It has
not always be:n so, even though the
necd has been sclf evident as long as
the church has been in existence. The
commission of the Lord J:sus is in-
cacapable; we must benl ou.selves tc
the evangelization of unsaved c¢very-
where—in J:rusalem, in Judaca, in
Samaria, and in the rest of the world.
Gradually we have become aware of
our obligation in the enterprise of
Foreign Missions and have llkewise
gradually moved to meet this obliga-
tion. Many have been called to thi
important work, and some of them
have gone out with very little assur-
ance of support and have managed to
accomplish remarkable things with in-
aiequate support. Age and the rigors
of the battle are beginning to mark
the features of some of th:so faithful
on:s. Still they do not seek retire-
ment, for thrir call continues, the need
for thelr service continuzs, ani your
obligation and mine continues and Is
fncreas>d to support this enterprise
with our finance, our prayers, our in-
terest, and cven with our own lives if
asked. Don’t expect to be relieved of
this obligation in 1954 unless the Lord
Jesus shall come again.

In the department of Home Missions
we have been even slower to meet the
nacds. It would sesm that when we
are able to see the appalinz need ir
every .quarter of our land that  we
would roadily respond. Quite to thc

contrary we have demoastrated com-
placancy. Some of us have felt that
the- hea.hen ware tne ones n.eding
our. help, and that heathen' eqsied
only in some remote corner of the
carth. So we have sat com.ortably and
ignored this very needy departmoant of
tue church. Only in the past two o.
three years has any program of di-
mension been in operation. Suggested
quotas have been set up each year tc
furnish a minimum working margin
of finance. We have n:Ver come close
to meeting it. However, the 'department
has accomplishe remarkable rasults
in the field of plon:e:ing work right
among us here at home. And with each
accomplishment, a doz2n new needs
become apparent. How we n2:d to
meet this- need.
realized 1t, you have a big obllgation
toward this important work.

~ On to our Bible Col]sge——stm young
in years. This fine institution nas
successfally weathered the storms that
nave beat against it and has made
unbelizvable progress. The road has
not becen casy. As always, one of the
most troublesome problams has besn
finance. It has been necessa.y saveral
times alrcady to expand to m:et the
needs, and further expansion ig in-
evitable. You must support this fine
ent:rprise, for it is supplying a nced
in our church that cannot be supplied
in any other way.

The new Headquarters Building sti]]
needs your support. This has been a
need for a long time. Now it is a
rzality, and is being used by several
departments. It will be uszd in a far
graater way as fast as other depart-
ments can adapt themsclves to the
use of it. Actually, it probably will not
be long b:fore more room will be
neecessary. A growing family always
needs more room. So add this to your
list for support.

" Establish—Expand

There are several orphanages in the
different states for the care of children
who have lost parents and have no
home or support. Thelr. records are
remarkable. However, they all ne:d
more support than heretofore received.

To this program needs to be add: d‘

some provision for our elderly people.

‘

If you have never, .
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Some arc now being turned to institu-
tions or places of residence with an

anfricndly attitude to their concept of

the Saviour and certainly not conducive

" to a satisfactory devotional life. The

need is great. ‘

In tho matter of church publications,
far too many of ou: people take them
for granted. Many tim:s we coniact
someone who states, “I've just nezlect-
od it.” (Somectimes the neglect has
been of considerabl: duration) Truly
plocrastination is the thiaf ‘of time—
and the causz of extreme hardship to
your church publications. Plzase be
prompt with renawals and dilig:nt to
reach others and sz2cu.e their subscrip-
tions to the church publications. You
cannot make a b:tter investment, and
Yes, it is your
continu.ng obligation. We will refral

. (at loast this time) from discussing

finances of this departm:znt. But the
need does exist. Prayer and support
are ne:ded. :

Thore are so many other things that
desarve our attendtion. There must be
a workable program established for the
consideration of the aged servants of
the church who have given the best of
their lives in the service of the church.
Youth prog.ams need to go forward

" for the training and edilication of our

Christian youth and for the evangeli-
zation of our younger unsaved friznds

Radlo programs need to b: established

and ¢ :jpanded. The list must also in-

_ clude programs pceuliar to the lozality

of tho .Individual church, Hence our
obligations aie many, and we can but
expeet they will continue through the
vear and any remaining years to
come. Droughth, pestillence, famine,
flood, discase, disaster—thesz will not
rclease us from this duty and privilege.
We do not need resolutions to realize
bettor lives: we have but to meet these

. obligations and we will find ours:lves

living better and more useful lives.

"And yeu 4vill realize a Happy New

Year, 1954.

" Oilton, Oklahoma
Dear Friends:

I would like to use this means of
sending a word of greeting to all our
friends who rcad the Gam: espreial’'y
al] our friends in Mlssouri, We have
enjoyed many rich blessings from the

‘Lord during the past.year and we fe:l

N

indebted to Him for all His goodness
to us.

Since coming to the State of Okla-
homa and the Cau.cih of Ol.ton, we
have met many new friends and have
felt very much at home here. As many
of you know, the Oilton church is just
4 young chureh, having been organized
juet feur ycars ago. Much of the credit
for th: success.ul grow:h of the caurch
shouid go to the Home M.ssion Boara
and the former pastors, Rav. Ha.ry
Staires and Rev. Ja.k Dodson. Last
y.ar the Sunday Scnool had an aver-
aze attendance of 105, We have a
goowing Sunday School, a well-organ-
1z.d Woman's Auxiliary, an Intermedi-
atz, Jumor, and Story Hour Lzague,
and a vaery gool Prayer Meeting., We

‘a.c¢ in nacd of more assamoly and ciass

room and o.her faciliiies. Pray tor us
that we may move to meet thase needs
undcr the lcadership of God.

Last month in our business mezeting
we voted to support each phase of our
denominational work w.ta a regular
offcr.ng to the co-op.rdtive ‘program.
Also we voted to send a tcgular montli-
ly o:..cring to the Children's Home at
itinglinz, Oklahoma.

As we aie about to enter into an-
othsr new y.ar it-is our prayor -that
.cd may bless His work cverywiere.
.. e extend an invitation to anyone
who can to step in Gilton and vis.t u.
ani the chu:ch here.

Yours in IHis servics,
R:v. Ben Scott

TECMAS—HORN WEDDING

In a beautiful ceremony, Miss LaRue
Thomas, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Ross R. Thomas of Lib:ral, Missouri,
and Mr. Walter Lee Horn, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Walter O. Ilorn of Irwin,

Miszouri, exchanged marriage vows at.

10:30 o’clock Thursday morning, De-

,,ccmber 24, 1963..
The double ring service was re'ul by

Rev. Mrs. Marie Hyatt, sister of the

" pride, at the Hannon Free Will Bap-

tist Church before a large company of

rolatives and friends. A lighted Christ--

mag tree, large bouquets of white
mums, red poinsetfas and woodwardia
fern decorated the sanctuary. Preceed-
ing the cercmeny Miss Resalie Need-

ling of Kansas City, sang “Becausa”,
and “When He Gave Me Youw” She:

was.accompanied on the piano by -Mrs.
Jcan Williams, sister of the bride, who

T-R-E-A-T-1-.8-E

Single Copy .o .30
Six or more, €a. cvrescerseers 230
Per Dozen ...

SUBSCRIBE TO THE “GEM”’
Per Year, ...cveeeeniercrrnnnnen. 31,50

also play:d a short program of wedding
seleet.ons and the traditional: bridal
marches.

The bride, who was glven In ma:-
riage by her father, was lovely in a
gown of white lace and taffeta with
nylon net, fashion:d with high neck-
lLine and mandar.an collar, Long sleeves
tapared to a point over the hands ahd
the fi.ted bodice tapzaréi to a pointed
waist lins, A coronet of matching
satin embroidered In seed pearls and
bugle beads lheld in place the fing2i-
tip length veil of nylon not. Sh: car.ied
a white Bible toppad with a r:d poin-
sctia and white mums with streamers
of red ribbon:. Miss Bettie J:an Wil-
liams of Carthag:, Mi.souri was maid
of honor.

Mr. Joe Gilmartin was best man.
Mr. Myron Hyatt and Mr, Harold
Smith weie ushers. Ths r.ngz ware
carrizd on a bluz satin cush.oa by
Jimmie Willlams, nephew of tha bride.
Th: flower girl, Myra Hyatt, niece o:
the bride, spread rose p:tals-from her
white basket in the path for the bride.

Immediately after the ciremony 2
reception was held in the church par-
lor. The serving table was flanked by
bouquets of -white mums and .covered
with r.d and white cover. The triple
tiered cake was topped by -a miniature
bride and groom with a wedding, bell
decoration. Mrs. Jean Crockett. was in
charge of the gifts. Miss Joyce Bigham,
Miss Rosalie Ne:dling: and Mrs. Jean
Williams assisted- with serving; Miss
Alberta Hoover was in charge of the -
guest, book.

After o short wcddinw trip the

couple will be at home at 2843 Wood-

land Avenue, .Kansas City, Missourl. -

Qut . of -town guests attcnding the
wedding were: Mrs. Maude Sutton of
Sugar Creek, Mo.; Rev. and Mrs. Con-
rad Williford, Freeman, Mo.; Miss
Rosalie Needling and Miss Joyce Big-
ham of Kansas City; Mr. and Mrs.
Myron Hyatt and Myra of Warrens-
burg, . Mo., and Duane Ntedling, of

-Milo, Mo.
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WIE MORIA

»
| BURTON CRAIG AVERY |
»

It 18 my unpleasant task to bring to
you the news of the passing of our
dear friend and Brother in Christ,
Bro. Burt Avery. Uncle Burt, as he was
known to his many friends, received
his summons to ‘Come up higher’ on
December 17, 1963.

He ate his breakfast and helped with
the usual chores. About nine o’clock
in the morning he became suddenly
ill with one of his reoccuring attacks
of indigestion: before noon he had
gone out. His short passage reminds
us of the words of our Master, “Be ye
also ready, for in such an hour as ye
think not the son of man cometh.”

Jesus said he would reward every
one according to their works, and we
know Bro. Avery’s reward will be
rich and full. No necly hand was
ever stretched out to him that did
not receive aid: no one was ever
turned away hungry from his door.
He was always ready to ald those who
were in need. Truly he was one who
lived in his house by the side of the
road and was a friend to man. I have
always thought of Bro. and Sis. Avery
as just such friends; their door was
always open to all alike—the rich, the
poor—all were welcome to come in and
partake of their food and shelter.

Cares and troubles came to them, as
they must to us all. But they never
let troubles get them down. Though
tears would sometimes come, they
looked beyond, hoping for the brighter
days.

Burton Craig Avery, son of the late
John and Mary Carpenter Avery, was
boin Novcmber 10, 1875 in Panola
County, Mississippi, and departed this
life December 17, 1953 at the age of
78 years, one month and seven days,
in his home near Blue Eye, Missouri.

Bro. Avery was converted in 1919 in
the state of California, and united with
the Free Will Baptist Church in Blue
LEye, Missouri soon afier it was organ-
ized, and was a faithful member till
his death. Bro. Avelry was united in
marriage to Miss Martha Jane Husky,
November 11, 1896. To this union five
children were born, three of whom pre-
ceded him in death. He is survived
by his wife, Martha Jane Avery of the
home, one son Raymond Avery, and
one daughter, Mrs. Nancy Kellett, both
of Long Beach, Califoinia, one brother
Will of Denver, Arkansas, two half
brothers, John Avery of Oregon, and
Lece of Green Forest, Arkansas; three
half sisters, Rose Carpenter of Oregon,
Abbie Miles of Oklahoma City, and
Alice Hanks of Washington; seven
grandchildren and 12 great grandchil-
dren, a host of relatives and friends.
Bro. Avery will be greatly missed by
all, and we extend our sympathy to
all—especially to Sis. Avery who has
stood by his side, and together have
fought the battles of life. She has
been true to that vow, “Till death us
do part,” for more than 57 years. She
will never have a regret that she did
not keep the promise of nourishing
and cherishing him, through sickness
and through health.

Bro. Avery had requested Rev. O. T.
Allred to conduct his funeral. Bro.
Allred had visited in the Avery home
numbers of times and was always a
welcome guest. When Bro. Allred was
helping conduct a recent revival at
the church, Bro. Avery repeated his
request. So it was no surprise to Bro.
Allred when the message came to him
to come to Blue Eye to conduct Bro.
Avery’s funeral. The service was in
the Free Will Baptist Church at 2:00
o'clock on the aftcrnoon of December
20, 1953. A large and sympathetic
audience was present to pay their last
respects.

“Asleep in Jesus, blessed slecp; from
which one never wakes, to weep.” So
we leave you, Sister Avery, the chil-
dren, and all the loved ones and friends
with this beautiful poem written by
Anng Johnson Flint.

AT THE PLACE OF THE SEA

Have yow come to the Red Seca place
in your life,
Where, in spite of all you can do,
There is no way out, there is no way
back,

There is no other way but—through?
Then wait on the Lord with a trust
serene
Till the night of your fear is gone;
He will send the wind, He will heap
the floods,
When He says to your soul, “Go on.”

And His hand will lead you through—
clear through
Ere the watery walls roll down,
No foe can reach you, mo wave can
touch,
No mightiest sea can drown;
The tossing Dbillows may rear their
crests,
Their foam at your feet may break,
But over their bed you shall wall dry
shod
In the path that yowr Lord will
make.

In the morning watch, 'neath the lifted
cloud,
You shall see but the Lord alone,
When He leads you on from the place
of the sea
To land that youw have not known;
And your fears shall pass as your foes
have passed,
You shall be no more afraid;
You shall sing His praise in a better
place,
A place that His hand has made.

Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Tharp

HAPPY AS A CHRISTIAN

South Side Church
3124 Mt. Pleasant
St. Louis, Missouri

Dear Gem Readers:

I would like to wish A Merry
Christmas and A Happy New Year to
each and everyone of our Gem readers
and friends.

I'm glad I'm a Christian. These
past few yeais have been the happiest
years of my life since I gave my heart
and life to the Lord.

A lot of us sign Xmas, and that is
it. I'm glad I can say Merry Christ-
mas with Christ in it.

We at South Side have had a won-
derful year. The Lord has blessed us
in a mighty way. What has bcen left
undone in ’53, we hope to do, and more
in '54.

Yours in Christ,

Corres., Olive M. Reed
Pastor, Rev. James Franklin
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DEATH CALLS HOME
YOUNG MISSIONARY ELECT

Catherine Gail Boyd was born June
25, 1935 at Glasgow, Montana and de-
parted this life November 24, 19563 in
her home at Myrtle, Missouri at the age
of 18 years and five months.

She was converted at the age of 13
wears and was baptized May 8, 1949
and united with the Myrtle Free Will
Baptist Church. On April 25, 1950 she
accepted the call of the Lord to special
service as a missionary. Although her
vision for foreign fields was never
realized she was a missionary for God
where ever she happened to be. Who-
ever knew her was influenced by her
devout and consecrated Christian life.

Catherine was a faithful servant
even under adverse conditions. She
had been sick for the past two years,
the last two months having been con-
fined to her bed.

Catherine was a member of the
Couch High School graduating class of
1953.

She leaves to mourn her passing her
father, Truman Boyd, her mother, Ora,
two sisters, Mary Lou Sorrell of Myrtle
and Linda of the home, and a brother,
George of the home, six aunts, four
uncles, a step-grandfather, and a host
of relatives and friends.

Catherine’s home-going will be an-
other beckoning hand from the “shores
of glory” beckoning us to come to that
eternal home where heart aches are
unknown, good-byes are never spoken,
and no tears dim the eyes.

Funeral services were conducted in

the Mill Creek Free Will Baptist
Church at Myrtle, Missouri on Novem-
ber 27. Rev. O. T. Allred of Monett,
Missouri, a former pastor, brought the
message using as a theme, “The
strength and beauty of a Christian
life.” Rev. George Scott, pastor, read
the Sciipture and offered prayer. Rev.
Wm. Hill, a former pastor and now a
student at the Bible College, Nashville,
Tenncssee, assisted in the singing and
offered the graveside prayer.

WAS PREJUDICED
AGAINST TITHING

Wapanucka, Oklahoma
Rev. Raymond Riggs:

I have just read Rev. W. O. Knight’s
testimony. I always enjoy reading as
well as hearing testimonies like his,
for it verifies God’s faithfulness. “Thou
wilt perform the truth in Jacob, and
the mercy to Abraham, which thou
hast sworn unto our fathers from the
days of old.” Micah 7:20.

It was in 1947 that I really decided
it was my duty and privilege to tithe.
A prejudice had filled my mind toward
the doctiine since my conversion some
twenty three years ago. In part it was
due to not understanding the Bible on
this truth, and the legalistic presenta-
tion of this subject by an in:xperi-
enced pastor who made a persona] issue
of it.

About the year of 1947 I acquired a
copy of the book, Answer to Prayer,
by George Muller. This book made &
great impression on me. It created a
desire to know more about this man
who took God at His word, so I pur-
chased a copy of his biography by A. T.
Pierson, After reading this I began
to see that giving should be voluntary
on the part of the individual and
practiced from a sense of gratitudc
and love to God who had done so much
for us.

Then I made a careful study of the
Bible to see what the Word said. Gene-
sis 4:3,4 gives ug fhe first account of
offerings made to God. Cain “brought
of the fruit of the ground” (minchaha)
unto the Lord. The word minchaha is
explained in Lev: 2:1 to be an offering
of fine flour with oil and frakincense.
It was in gencral a gratitude offering
and is simply what is implied, “in the
fruits of the ground.” When we syste-
matically give or tithe of that which
God has given to us, we testify our

belief in Him as the Loid of the uni-
verse and the dispenser of secular
blessings. Verse four states “Able he
also brought.” Able not only brought
“q firstling of his flock” by which he
acknowledged himself a sinner and in
need of a substitute, but he also brought
a gratitude offering or “fruit of the
ground.”” Hebrews 11:4 states “God
testifying of his gifts,” that is Able’s
gifts. We note that the woird gift is
plural, signifying that Able brought
more than one gift. In Genesis 14:20
we find the tithe first mentioned by
name in connection with Abraham.
Again in Genesis 28:22 it is spoken of
as the tenth. To me in these instances
the patriarchs were using the tithe as
tenth as an expression of their grati-
tude and love to God for His goodness
and merey, in the same manner as the
minchaha or gratitude offering of Cain
and Able. There seems to be no indica-
tion in these passages in Genesis that
the tithe or tenth was commanded. It
seems to have been given voluntarily
on the part of individuals as an indica-
tion of “the sincerity of their love.”
II Cor. 8:8.

I herewith quote from George Muller,
“Only fix even the smallest amount
vou purpose to give of your income,
and give this regularly: and as God is
pleascd to increase your light and
grace, and is pleased to prosper you
more, so give more. If you neglect an
habitual giving, a regular giving, a
giving from principle and upon scrip-
tural ground, and leave it only to feel-
ing and impulse or particular arrous-
ing circumstances, you will certainly
ba a loser.”

We can’t outdo God in giving, for He
has said, “Give and it shall be glven
unto you.” Luke 6:38. “There is that
seattereth, and yet inereascth; and
there is that withholdeth more than is
meet, but it tendeth to poverty.” Prov.
11:24.

H. L. Joyce (Contributed)

THREE DIVISIONS

In preaching on the text, “Adam,
where art thou?” a Negro preacher
gald, “I make three dlvisions to de
tox. Fustly, in the fust place, ebery
man got to be somewhar. S:condly,
some men whar they ought not to be.
Thirdly, dey dat is whar they ought
not to be is gwine to find themselves
whar dey don’'t want to be.”

—Contributed
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THE MISSOURI STATE

WOMAN'S AUXILIARY

Advancing With Christ

Eptror: Rev. Mis. OraL Jerreeys, 304 Eucuip, MonETT, MO. !

NEW HARMONY MISSION

The New Harmony Mission met with
Mildred Gilllam on the afternoon of
November 3, with eight members and
four children present,

The devotions were opened by sing-
ing, “I'll Be Satisfled,” and “Wonderful
Words of Life,” followed with prayer
by Mildred Gilliam,

Bibl: study was Revelations 2,

Roll cal] was given by repeating a
Sc.ipture virse. There had been 132
chapters read, 14 sick calls made and
14 cards sent since the last m:eting.

Martha Buckanan became a member
of th2 mission. ‘An offering of $3.80
was recelved and 50 cents dues paid.

The medting was dismissed by ro-
pzating the Lord's prayer in unison.

The Mission met with Mrs. Dora
Fugate at her home in Greentop for
the afternoon of November 17, with 14
m mbers and five children present.

Dovotions were opened by singing,
“The Haven of Rest,” and “I Am Thine
O Lord.” .Prayer by Mrs. Allie Peter-
son. Bible study was from the fifth
chapter of Ephesians,

The lesson for the afternoon was,
“The Light of Truth Shines on Chris-
tian Parents'” Topics were given by
Mrs. Ri/chnrd Talbert, Mrs. Oscar
Western, Mrs. Luther Gregory and
Mrs. Dan Gilliam. Roll ecall was an-
sw:red by a verse of Scripture. There
had becen 179 Bible chapters read, 17
sick calls made, and four cards sent
since the last meeting. An offering of
$12.60 was received.

The mecting was dismissed by re-
peating the Lord's prayer In unison.

We met with Mrs. Myrtle Lay on
Tucsday, December 1 for an all-day
mecting, A covered dish luncheon was
served.

The afternoon service was opsned by
singing. Prayer by June Thomas. At
this meeting there were 10 members,
one visitor and two children present.
The president read for a Scripture,
Luke 5:17-20. The lesson for the after-
noon was, “The Light of Truth Shines
on Personal Witnessing.” Topics were
" given by Mrs. Jean Grob, Dora Fugate,

x

B

Ruby Littmar and June Thomas.

One hundred seventeen Bible chap-
ters reported read, eight sick calls
made, and seven cards scnt since our
last meeting. An offering of $3 40 was
received,

The meeting was dismissed by re-
peating the Lord's prayer in unison.

The Mission met with Mrs. Allie
Peterson in Kiiksville on Tuesday, De-
cember 15 for an all-day meeting. The
Kirksville Auxiliary ladies were gu:sts
at this meeting. A covered dish lunch
was sirved at the noon hour. There
were 16 members and ﬁve children
present. .

The devotional service was opened by
singing Christmas carols. Prayer .was
by Mrs. Lester Jones. Roll call was
answered by a 'verse of Scripture or
something pertaining to Christmas.
Two hundred eighty nine Bible chap-
ters had b2:n read, 21 sick calls made,
and 22 cards sent since the last meet-
ing. The offering was $7.00.

The mesting was dismissed by re-
peating the Lerd’s prayer in unison.

Rev. Mildred Gilliam, pastor
Iva Daniels, president
Myrtle Lay, secretary

SUPPORT ALL PHASES OF
CHURCH ENTERPRISES

" Oilton, Oklahoma
To the Free Will Baptist Gem;

- We would like to report a little
about our Woman’s Auxiliary work
here at Ollton. God has been blessing
us. We had a wonderfu) pre-Thanks-
giving Praysr Week. We had good
attendance each night with a good
spirit prevailing. One night we had
Rev. Harry Beatty from Drumright to
speak to us and one nigit we had Rev.
W. V. McPhail from Cushing, We
closed out with a nice program pre-
sinted by membeors of the Auxiliary,
Our offetings for the week were about
$20.00. ,

On December 3rd we met for all day
study at the home of Mrs. Sam Rader.
We had a wonderful chicken -dinner

with all the trimmings. There were 34 .

present for dinner. We had 21 mem-
bers present and the following visitois:
Mrs. Wanda Newman, Mrs. Frame and
Mrs. High. Cur pastor, Rev. Ben Scott,
always comes in for dinner and we are
thankful to have him with us. This
time there were also four other men .
present.

The president, Sister Violet Tyre
took charge of the business sess. op
Our reports show that we- have con
tr.buted to every phase of our denomi
national work this month. We also
voted to buy a communion set as a gi.t
to the church.

Sistcr Dan Scott, the Study Couls.
Chairman, had to resign lier office du:
to faillng health. Sister Gen:ll Scott
was- elceted to-fill the vacancy. We
had our pie-Christmas week of pray: »
December 7 through 11 every alter
noon at the church. We also had ou.
Christmas pariy and program on th.
afternoon of December 17 at th: church

. parsonage.

We ask all who read this to pray 1’0!‘
us that we here in Oilton may al_ways
be at cur post of duty.. ,

~ —Publicity Chairman .

THIRTY.-TWO ATTEND
ARKANSAS MEETING

The Woman’s Auxiliary of thz Poca:
hontas Fr:e Will Baptist Church mat
Monday night, December 14 at the
home of Mrs. Virginia Hogan, with
Mrs. Aldean Hogan ag ro-hostess. There
were 28 members and four visitors
present. ‘Mrs. Opal Ph:llips, presid.nt
was in charge and the meeting opened
by the group singing the hymn .of the
year “The Haven of Rest.”” Du:s fer
the month were $9.00. An offering was
sent to forelgn missions, home mis-
sions and to the Free Will Baptist
Bible College. The regular monthly
program, “The L'ght of Tru'h Shines
on Personal Witnessing,” was. given.
Mrs. Wavon Sago gave the Scripture
reading and Opal Phillipsled inp ayer.
Mrs. Ellen Holt, Mrs. Shirley M:llion,
Mrs. Esta Fowler and Mrs. Virginla
Hogan go.ve topic discussions, ‘
T Publiclty Chairman
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KIRXSVILLE AUXILIARY

“Th: Woman’s Auxiliary of the Free

- Will Baptist Chu.ch of Kirksville met

at the home of Grace Lawson at Bra-
shear Thursday afternoon, December 3.

The m:et:ng opznad by sing ng * Th:
Hav.n of Rest.” Frayer was glven by
Chloe Gates, prosident. Alta Mikel
rcad Scripturss Psalm 119:30 and John
8:32.

Nne mcmbers answzred roll call,
and there wele five visitors ani four
children present. Three new members
were rcceived.

The committee reported six dsllars
had been spent for clothing for a
needy family.

‘The m mbers reported having read
73 Bible chapters, made 53 porsonal
and cick calls and s°nt 22 cards.

The Aux liary members are to visit

" the nursing home on Tuesday afte

noon, Deoc:mber 8.

The a‘tarnoon lesson was “The Ligh:
of Truth Shines on Personal Witnes
The intrcdu:tion was given by
Velma Wellman with topics by Grace
Lawson, Hzlen Sor.nson, Lillian Wood

-and Myrtle Jones.

The n2xt afterncon meecting is te
be January 7 with Velma Wellman a’
Novinger,

'FELLOWSHIP AUXILAIRY

Flat River, Miszourd
D:oar Friends in Christ:

May we come In and say “A Marry
Christmas to everyonzs?’ Wo should all
be so thankful to cur blessed Christ
who came to the world to rcdecm us
from -a world of sin that we should

. show forth His grrat love to mankind

evory whers, not only at the Christmas
scason but also cn every other day of
th2 year.

Our Auxiliary m:t at the home of
Mrs. Pste Barker on December 17 for
our monthly mecting. There were 16

- memboars and five visitors pres:nt, The

theme of our study was “Thoughts of
Christmas.” A very good program was

‘enjoyzd by all present. After the pro-

gram rafreshman's w:re sarved and
gi ts were ecxchang2d. A'l enjoyed a
g10d fellowship and are looking for-
ward to the New Year, ang hopim we
can’ do moreé in His s-rvice. Do prav
for-us -at--Fellowship-€hu ch that we
will ever bz in His will, AR

- -~ Mra. M. Hilderbrand, reporter

HAZEL CKREEK AUXILIARY
ELECTS NEW OFFICERS

The last me:iling of the year for our
Auxiliary was hold at the home of
Minnie and Leona Thompson, with 10
m>mbecrs and one visitor, Mrs. Lester
Jones, and four children p.esent.

Th: precsident lad the davotionals by
all singing “The Haven of Rest,” fol-
lowed by sentence prayers. Malzle
Scvits gave the devotional comments,
reading from Luke 5:17-20. The lesson.
“The Light of Truth Shines on Per-
sanal Witnessing,” was Introduced by
Emma VanLaningham angd topics were
gi en by Liz:ziz Filkins, Leona Thomp-
son, IE.hel Thompson and Jaunita
Ncwcomer,

Officers w:rz elected for the coming
year as follows: P.esident, Ethel
Thompson; 1st vice, Oletha Far:ons;
2nd vice, Maiziz Sevits; 3rd vice, Dora
Sponsler; 4th vicz, Emma VanLaning-
ham; 3th vice, Leona Thompson; sec-
r.tary and treasurer, Lola Filkins,

Six hundred eleven Bible chapter
read, 43 s'ck calls made, and 23 cards
sent cut were reported since the last
ma. ting. The Co-Laborer Fund offering
was $1.00. Dismissed with prayer by
Mrs. Jones.

A handkerchief shower was given for
Dorothy Houston, as she had moved
from our community.

MONETT AUXILIARY MAKES
PLANS FOR NEW YEAR

The. Woman’s Auxiliary of the Mo-
nett Frce Will Baptist Church met
for the last mceting of 1953 in the
home of Dr. T. V. Poole. The meeting
was opened with the group singing “I
Want to Bz A Worker,” followed with
p ayer by Dr. Poole.

Tha lesson on the subject “The Plan
of Worlk for 1954” was taken from the
ncw yearbook, and topies were dis-
cusscd by Mrs. C. L. Atwell, Mrs.
Bratiin Wormington, Mrs. Roy Nichols
and Mrs. Ceci]l Campbell.

Mrs. Nettie Harrell read the devo-
tional lesson from Psalm 24,

Cu:ing the business meeting, pre-
sided over by Mrs. Russell Welsman,
president, roll call was answ:ired by
cach mzmber telling what she would
like to see accomplished during the
naw .y2ar. Vice presid:nts presented
th-ir reports..:

© “.Tho.next ineeting will be held at the

home of Mrs. Russell Welsman,

COUNTING OUR BLESSINGS

As we look back over 1953, we praise
God for all that He has done for us
materially and Spirituaily.

First of all, we thank Him for our
church, a place to assemble for wor-
ship, in complete freedom.

We are grateful for material bless-
ings that affords us a full-time pastor,
even though we are small in member-
ship. At present we have about 151
mcmbers,

Until the early part of 1953 our
church building consisted of one large
auditorium which was not adequate for
Sunday School s:rvices. Realizing our
need to improve this condition, a build-
ing program was launched under the
loadarship of Rev. Wm. (Bill) Hill and
wife. Even though om1 commuuity suf-
fered a drought the last two years, God

provided suffici:ntly., An addition of

three class rooms with basement, and
a badly needed heating system was in-
stalled. The project was completed and
a dedication scrvice held October 25th,
followed with a weeks revival, A won-
derful time of fellowship and renewed
spirit was manifested throughout these
services.

We are thankful for our Auxiliary,
and realize more the important place
it holds along with the other phases of
church work. We encourage every
church to organize an Auxiliary start-
ing in 1954. We will ever be grateful
to Sis. Julia Hill, who first encouraged’
and led this organization in our church.

We are looking forward to the future
work under the leadership of our new
pastor and his wife, Rev. and Mrs.
George Scott. His wonderful messages
have alteady been a great spiritual up-
1ft.

During the Christmas holidays we
were privileged to have visit our
church, Rev., Adam Scott and family
from Durham, North Carolina; Rev.
Clarence Burton and family from Nash-
ville, Tennessee, also an absentee mem. -
ber Mary Ruth Wisehart, who is a stu-
dent at Fiee Will Baptist College at .
Nashville, Tennessee, We cnjpyed the
wonderful messages from Bro. Scott
and Bro. Burton on Sunday, Dccem-
ber 27.

Space will not permit us to enumer-
ate all of our blessings. We ask your
prayers that the Myrtle Church may b°
a soul winning station in 1954,

Al

o » Mrs. Geo. Brown, cor. secy.
Myrtle. (Migsouri) Church
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REVIVAL AT MANSFIELD

The Lead Hil] Free Will Baptist
Church near Mansfield, Missouri was
the scene of a recent revival that was
graced by the outpouring of the pres-
ence of God in a2 mighty way on the
services, While there was not a large
ingathering of souls, many were cn-
couraged and strengthened, and have
a new determination to serve the Lord
in whatever way He desires.

These services commencsd Novemher
30.and continued through two weeks.
Old-time shouting and great rejoicing
was manifest by the large congregation
almost from the outs:ct. Large crowds
from the area attended each service.
The evangelist was Rev. Frank Linton
of Macks Creek, Missourl, and Rev.
Ed Turner is the very capable pastor
of the flock. Says Bro. Linton, *Be-
sides the fact three souls were savad,
which alone is cause for rejolcing, it
scemed that.the presence of the Lord
was greater and more precious thau in
any revival I have witnessed in a long,
long time.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL AVERAGE
ATTENDANCE RECORDS

Since we are late this month, and many
of our re¢porters were very prompt, we
publish averages for two months: the
first listing {s for November, the second
for December.

Monett .............. Creesans 87 86
" Rev. Cecil Campbell, Pastor
/Mm*ble Hill SE. Mo, «.veunnn 43
" Rew. Occil Sheppard, Pastor
' 18t Ch., Elizabethton, Tenn., ..211
Rev. Harvey E. Hill, Pastor

Farmersville, California ...... 70
Aaron Lewis, Pastor
Richwoods ..cevvevinniiennn.. 64. B8

" Rev. Leslie Logsdon, Pastor
Hannon ", .......... el 51 45
> Rev. Conrad Williford, Pastor
Copper Mines ...... creeeaeaas 97 91

Rev, Woadrow Matthews, Pastor
Phillips Chapal, Arkansas ..... 156 160

Rev. Tommy Day, Pastor
Third St. Louis 93 99
Rev. James Barker, Pastor ‘
TFourth St. Louis ..... veesess 44 42
Rov. Win. Turnbough, Pastor
.Salem, St. Louls ..0.. .. .. 47
i RED, Lawrence Thompson, Pastor

Cesesesssndre

Fredericktown ......... vesaan 180 175
Rev. W. T. Newsome, Pastor
Lanwnwood, Tulsa, Okla. ..... 139 158
Rev. H. B. Staires, Pastor
Pirst Church, Tulsa «.oveeens 330

Rev, John H. West, Pastor

First Church, Springfleld . 151
Rev. Henry Long, Pastor
Fellowship, Flat River ....... 149
Rev. Rolla Smith, Pastor
Oilton, Oklahma .....vvveennne 111

Rev. Benjamin R, 8cott, Pastor

Jones Chapel vvvveeivenncnnss
Rev. Winford Davis, Pastor

59

Thanks very much to the faithful
Sunday School clerks and the church
pastors for making this nice report
possible. It Is encouraging. We hope
to see this list grow considerably yet,
but it can only be done as you are
regular and prompt with your report.

FROM THE MAIL BAG

I heartily endorse your position on
the “New Bible” and feel that you have
made & worthwhile contribution to the
cause of truth.—M.B.H., Ohio. (We
wish we could quote more of this in-
teresting letter, but refrain at the
suggestion of the writer.)

We certainly enjoy the Gem.—L.M.,
Missouri.

It (the Gem) should be in every
home, and could be if we were diligent
to our responsibilities.—J.T.Q., Miss.

Isaw your address on the ... Minute,
My p’arents used to take the Gem, and
1 want to subscribe for it—B.M.D.,
Arkansas.

We certainly appreciate what you are
doing—H.H,, Tennessee.

Since I do not agree with your posi-
tion on the New Bible, I think it
would be foolish to continue to sub-
scribe to the paper. (We purposely
omit the reference to the writer. It is
one of two dissenting opinions on this

issuc that we have ever received. Both

have ceased to take the Gem for that
reason, and for that reason only.)

What do you think of the Gem?
What features or services would you
like to recoive that iz not now offercd"

"Pleaso let jus-know. . -

IN MIDDLE OF GOD’S LOVE

A Christian father stood one day on
top of Cheviot Hill holding the hand of
hig little son. Pointing northward over
Scotland, then southward over Eng-
land, then eastward over the Germanl
Ocean, then westward over hill and
dale, and then sweeping his hand and
his eyes around the whole cireling hori-
zon, he sald: “Johnnie my son, God’s
love is as big as all that’” “Why
father,” the boy quickly replied with
sparkling eyes, “then we must be right
in the middle of it."—Church Calendar

FRED IS A PILOT

“Did you see that plane coming into
Mseleni Mission Station?” It is bring-
ing Dot and Fred Simmonds. They are
Canadians and have been in this coun-
try for a year and a half. They have
been sent to Mseleni to settle with us,
and we rejoice in the future good they
will be in the work. Can you imagine
the stir of excitement here when the
plane arrived, and Dot and Fred with
it? Already we have cause to marvel
at the possibilities for our work. Fred
was a pilot, trained in the Canadian
Air Force, and this training is going
to be a real boost to the work here.
One afternoon he flew over five of our
out stationg in an hours time, which
would have required a full day of hard
driving by truck.

The plane will make it possible for
us to work fourteen out stations more
thoroughly and more frequently keep
in touch with the schools and in hold-
ing meetings with the children. It
will also make it possible for one of us
to be with them every Sunday morning
in the services, and furthermore, We
shall now be able to open new work in
new areas. But as far ag transporta-
tion of necessary equipment is concern-
ed, the plane will not solve this prob- ‘
lem. :

Mrs. Josephine Stevens

Note: Mrs. Harold Stevens is a Free
Will Baptist working with her husband
under the South Africa General Mis:
sion. She is being supported through
the F.W.B. Foreign Mission Board by
the French Broad Association of North
Carolina. She is expected homie for
furlough in December. Remember them
in prayer.

» . Rev. Raymound Riggs
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE
YOUTH CAMP TREASURER

(September 1, 1952 August 31, 1953)

. Brought forward ............3 66.04

Received:
Southeast Missouri ...$120.65
Indian Creek ......... 144.20

Liberty Association ..., 849
Northeast ......ccvvnn '4.00
Mission ........ cerean 12.45
Co-Operative Fund .... 584.55
Sub total ....... . 874.34
Special Offerings:
.Church of God ........ $125.00
For plastic plates ..... 33.81
On new chapel ...coene 932,00
Offering & cold drinks 3563.83
* From campers ....... 1,123.89
Total special offerings 2,668.563
Total Receipts ..cvveeenn. ...$3,608.91
Expenditures:
“Caretaker ...... vee.s.$612,50
Cummins Grocery .... 480.20

Cold drink stand ...... 237.28

Miscellaneous ..... ... 667,76
Camp session ........ 570.21
New chapel ....o0unee 824.11
Total expenditures $3,392.06

Balance in treasury 8-1-53 ...$ 116.85

(September 1 to December 15, 1953)

Brought forward ....ceeeveees $116.86
Received: .
State Treasurer ........ $350.00
(to pay debts)
Co-Operative Fund ..... 187.95

Cave Springs .......... 3.72
Southeast Missourf .... 5.64
Indian Creek .....evuve 11.65

Sub total ......... . 558.96

Total Receipts vveveeresreesss$675.81

Carctaker ........ ceeesdd 50.00
Labor on Chapel ....... 2850
Stigman Lumber Co. ... 406.68
Webster Electric ....... 25.00
Christmas Cards and :

Postage ...ivenns vee. 640
Tune, repair plano ..... 23.00

Total expenditures .. 539.58

Balance in treasury 12-15-53 ...$136.23

This is the report coming up to date
from September 1, 19562 through De-

., -cember 15, 1953. A man has checked -

@ a8

BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATES

Beautiful Baptismal Certificates,
104 x 53% inches. On beautifully
lithographed border forms, and suit-
able for framing. Every Church
needs these for a record.

These certificates are in books of
20 and stubbed, check book style.
Price, Post Paid .vocoeerees. $1.00

o}

P
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my books, using an adding machine.
The books are open., If there is a
question we would ge glad to answer
it. I have recently renewed the bond
on the TTreasurer for $1,000.00.

Your Servant,

Rev. Wm. Reeves, Niangua, Mo.

Note: Since this report was prepared,
1 have received a check in the amount
of $38.00 from the State Treasurer
from the Co-Operative Fund., W.R.

BEAUTIFUL FEET

How many children know what the
Bible says about “beautiful feet?” Well,
here it is, “How beautiful upon the
mountains are the feet of him that
bringeth good tidings.” Would you like
to have been one of those messengers
of gladness? Read this, and you will
see that you can be one now,

I visited a good old lady who was
bedfast many years. All she saw of our
beautiful world was through her small
room window. A little schoolgirl neigh-
bor came in with a smile and a flower
to visit the weary old woman, whose
face brightened as she saw tho child.
“I love her for thinking of me in my
old age. She comes often, and is a
little messenger of light and cheer to
me,” she said. '

Then I called on a feeble old man
living in his little room with his books.
His eyes were dim, and he could hear
but little. As we sat talking together,
the sun dipping toward the horizon, a
dozen school children, with dinner
pails, drifted through the yard on their
way home from school. As the children
passed near the window, they waved
their hands at the good man. That has
lingered in my mind a picture of beauty
ever since. “They often do it,” he said
to me: “it is thelr beautiful way of
cheexing a lonely old man.”

Children, there. are.many ways that

SUBSCRIBE TO THE ‘‘GEM’’

Per Year, ‘ $1.50

T-R-E-A-T-I-8.E

Single Copy .ccvvcrinrensesencennd .35
Six or more, €a. ..ueicrrenne .30
Per Dozen 3.50

you can find for being kind and help-
ful and cheering those arcund you it
you look for the opportunity. Even
with your household pets you should
always be kind, feed them well and
house them in co6ld or bad weather.
God watches over the sparrow and He
is concerned for all His creatures as
well as all His people.

By T. Richardson Gray

YOUNG PEOPLE ELECT

Members of the League of the Free
Will Baptist Church in Monett, Mis-
souri conducted an election of officers
at their regular meeting on December
27, 1953 at the church. These ‘officers
were installed to serve for the next six
months. They are: President, Charles
Tennison; vice pres. Wesley Thomas;
secretary, Mary Johnson; group cap-
tain, Helen Johnson; quizleader, Nancy
Alexander; song leader, Rosalee Mec-
Cully; pianist, Carol Hill, and reporter,
Lewis Eugene Campbell,

The League is proving an interesting
and important auxiliary of the church.
Two of our members have acknowl-
cdged calls to the special duty of
preaching the Gospel, and both have
brought messages to the church. .

QUARTERLY MEETING

We learn that the regular meeting of
the Liberty Quarterly Meeting will be
at the Amity Church near Niangua,
Missouri on Thursday before the Fifth
Sunday, or January 21, We urge all
clerks to keep us informed of dates of
meetings and to follow through with a
report of the conventions.

Even if you are on the right track
you will get run ovor if you just sit
there. - . ~~Ruys 0f Sunshine

\
-
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MUST SECURE LARGER
PLACE TO WORSHIP

Farmington, Missouri
Greetings in Christ’s Name:

Here we are reporting from our little
Mission at Farmington. We ale not
sctting the world on fire, but a steady
growth is continuing in every Sunday
service. Our prayer meating or mid-
we:k service is somethingz wonderful:
¢nly thos? pres:nt know the wondarful
presenie of God ard His blessings in
these services. Each time.we meet the
Holy Spi.it certainly hovers in our
‘presance. Such power I have never be-
fore experienced.

Well, would you join us in prayer?
Our building i{s too small. It is only
14x32, and we have 36 in Suanday
School. Yes, we arc crowded, so Jjoin
our prayer for larger quarters. We
here at Farmington are asking just
hew many out over the state are con-
cerncd enough about us here at the
Mission that you would send us some
financial support. Are we Home Mis-
sion minded? Would you help us? Ob,
how we need help. ‘Yes, it is a far
gicater undertaking than we expected,
yet we are today more determined than
ever before to sce this work flnished.

On Monday night, December 23 we
had cur Christinas party at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Grindstaff.
A good number was ‘present, carols
were sung and specia] music enjoycgi.

" Three accordians and two guitars €

were used to accompany the ' very

* Spiritual singing, during which there
"was some of God’s wonderful word
read and a short message, anointed
of Ged, was brought by our. good Sun-
day School suprsintendcnt Rev. George
Hibbets.

Our Adult leader is a Saint of God
who was born in Roumania in the old
country. He tells us that the doctrine
we preach and teach is also taught
over. there. What a blessing he Is to
us all,

B:ginning January 3, we will have
a radio program of our mission, Talcnt
Time,-8:15 to 8: 45 each Sunday morn-
ing. You that are in hearing distance
please tune in K R E T, 800 on the dial.
If you have an announcement of any
' nature concerning your church pro-
gram, we will be happy .to announce
it for you: just send your announce-
mont toug. - B

God has wonderfully blessed us at
the Misgion with.talent. Our ynung

folk, nearly all of them, have some
sort of special ' talent. Join us in
praise to His wond:rful name.

In closing, please pray for us. Send
us an offering if you will. Visit us
when you can. Our Mission is at 109
East Hariiscn Street.

Humbly yours,

Rev. Chas. H. Moyers
432 Fatterson Street

BIBLE COLLEGE EXTENSION
SCHOCL HELD IN ALABAMA

The first Extension School eve: to be
held by the Extinsion Dzpartment of
the Free Will Baptist B.ble College,
Nashville, Tennessee, was held in the
Educational Building of the Alabama
I'rce Will Baptist Children's Home,
Eldridge, Alabama from November 16
1953 through November 27, 1933,

A good number of students altended
the classes, among which were some
rpinisters, Sunday school teach:rs and
various other Chiistian workers.

The two subjeets taught in this
school were of the same calibar of
these taught in the Colleze in Nash-
ville. Some of the same text books
were used that ars usad there. and
classes were held tho same amount of
time that is requir:d by the college to
receive ~onc .semester hour for your
work, thus giving those of us who
ompleted the courses two szmester
college hours. ,

The subjects taught were “Bible Daoc-
trine” and “The Sunday School and
Its Importance as an Auxillary of th-
Chmch.” I know, from having attend-
ed, that a course in either of these
subjects would be beneficial to every
person,

Our most capable instructor wag Rev,
LeRoy Forlines, g graduate of, and
now a member of the faculty of the
Free Will Baptist Bible Colle"e in
Nashville.

We of Alabama, and especially those
of us who were privileged to attend the
school, consider it an honor to have
had. this school, it being the ﬁlot of its
kind, held in our state. .

If you ever have an opportunity to
attend any of these schools, may I
urge you to make the best of that
opportunity by attenlin everyone, of
them.that. you .possible can,

Louise Lambsrt, Roporter

 Jagper, Alebams,. ...

YOU SEE GOD, IT'S LIKE THISk‘

We could attend church more faith-
fully ‘if' your day just.came at. come
other time. You have chosen a day. .
that comes at the end of a hard wiek, .
when we are all tired out. Not only-
that but it is also the day following
Saturday night.. Satu.day night .8 the
ons time when we fezl we should ¢I-
jcy ourcelves. S we go to the moviss
or to a party, and often it is aftx
midnight when we r:ach home. It is
almost impossible to get up on Sanday
morning. You have chosen the very
day we want to sleep late. In fact, the. .
children are often late for Sunday
School because it is difficult for us to
get up carly cnough. It is wsually |
after 10:00 -o’clock before the dishes
are dome. Then it is time to think
about Sunday dinner, not tomention
the Sunday paper. I mean no disre
spect and do not claim that our judge-
ment equals yours, but you do realize
you have pick:d out the very day on
which the morning pap:r takes the
longest to read thoroughly, and alsd
the day on which we have the b'ggest
dinner of the week. -Not only that,
but you have fixed thz hour for church
service at the very time when we must
be pieraring dinner.

Then too, we must think o¢ John. He
Is cooped up in an office al the wiek
and Sunday morning is the only time
he has to tinker with his car. There
is no time in the whols week that 8
quite as good as Sunday morning for
cleaning the car or for dong odl job3
around the house. When John gets
into his old clothes and gets his hands
greasy, you can hardly cxpect him to
think of golng to chur:h., It you did
not want him to tinker \vlth the car,
you shoeuld not have lot him have one.
Th:n there are tlie leaves that have to
be raked into piles and burned, and
nearly every onc doss that on Sunday
morning during church hour.

I'm telling you these things bacause

I want you to see our vicwpoint, and

that it is not our fault that we are
not able to get to church on Sunday:
morning. We should like to go, an
wo know that we should go, but 1
must be clear that the real reason W
cannot go is that you have chosen th

‘wrong -day. If you will select any other
day than Sunday, we shal] be glad to .
'givo it furthor consldelation.

T = C uSelected‘

’




