Vol. 26—No. 5 4 Monett, Missouri—May, 1954

_ Per Year—§1.50

Gertle hands that never weary toiling in love’s vineyard sweet,
Eyes that seem forever cheery when our eyes they chance to meet,
Tender, patient, brave, devoted, this is always mother’s way;
Could her worth in gold be quoted as you think of her today?

There shall never be another quite so tender, quite so kind
As the patient little mother; nowhere on this earth you’ll find
Her affection duplicated; none so proud if you are fine;
Could her worth be overstated? Not by any words of mine.

Vain are all our tributes to her if in words alone they dwell,
We must live the praises due her; there’s no other way to tell
Gentle mother that we love here, would you say, as you recall
All the patient service of her, You've been worthy of it all?

—Selected
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GOD’'S WONDERFUL LOVE

God's wonderful love is lhe grectest
theme,

That c'er engaged the mind of man;

YPcas entbraced in His original scheme

When the great universe wus planned.

This wonderful love from eternity,

Made full atonement for you und me.

God's wonderfuy love is the grandest
theme

Jver sung by psalmist or seer;

No loftier theme did poet e'er dream,

Nor solon, nor saye e'er hear.

This wonderful love from eternity,

Mude full atonement for youw and me,

GGod's wonderful love is the grandest
theme,

Proclaimed on earth or in hecaven:

Most priceless  treasure, of highest
esteemn,

Of all that God las e'er given.

This wonderful love from eternity,

Made full alonement for you and ne.

(God's wonderful love is the grandest
theme,

Which saints or angels c'er sung;

Most exalted, Tofty, sublimne and Su-
preme

I'rom the symphony of (fod c'er sung.

This wonderful love from eternity.

Made full atonement for you and me.

wonderful love is the grandest
theme,

Frer considered by God above;

ITe sent Ilis Son mankind to redeen,

Because of His wonderful love.

This wonderful love from eternity,

Made full utonement for you and me.

(told's

—-Contributed

WANT OWN BUILDING

502 West 15th Street
Okmulkee, Oklahoma

Dear Gem Friends:

We just finished a wonderiful pre-
Easter service at the church here. Our
Woman's Auxiliary had charge of the
prayer and devotional service each eve-
ning at 7:30, with a differen: lady
having charge each service. This was
followed cach evening by a short mes-
sage on the “Footprints of Jesus,” by
the pastor Rev. John B. Elliston. We
began these services on Palm Sunday
evening with the message by the pastor
“Into Jerusalem.” The devotional was
by Mrs. Kenneth Beverdige. Monday’s
nessage was “Cleansing the Temple,”
:levo‘tions by Mrs. Ed Boherslavick.y.
Tuesday’s message, “Answering the
Adversary,” with devotions by Mrs.
Robert Boherslavicky. The message on
Wednesday was, “Sought After by the
gelntlles,” and devotions were by Mrs
wa R?‘G'f;l. On Thursday the nessage
\A;;;s’hingl}f} (11;?’10(115 Jper and Fest
Howard. The 111(e)gssagle)y F?f:{; Ar:xa
“Trial and Death.” I)eVoti - -“ e

i ons were by
Mrs. Ralph Conway., Saturday’s )
sage, “Silence of the Tomb,» agd de
votions by Mrs. Joe Zummer, 0 (“( .
day night the auxiliary ])1'.()-*'&111 o
drama, “The Challennge of t} m‘n‘k.“{.,‘:
with devo.ions by Mrs. Ho le' o

. ward Cosa-

‘#t ¥ v \
w ay. Our average attendance for ty
services was 24, = 10T these

Our Auxiliary sponsoreq f
at our church the firgt 7
f ’ Tuesdqg >
in April. We served cookieg an(i’ cnif’ht
a‘nd l.lev. W. V. McPhail, Dastoy ofce,
Cushing F.W.B. Church, sllo\Qegf the
our

amily night

missionary picture “Lett

. 1y N ! el‘ to i

tino.” Our Auxiliary offering wag I\(fsil.
¥y

$1.80 for missions, but we are than]
for our Auxiliary and their work Kful

have 13 members, and the Ol'ganizqgve
is just seven months old. We alon
So

conducted cottage prayer meetings "
month in the home of two shut-inslis

Our ladies are making cook books ¢
sell to help on the building fungqg, \VQ
have $100.00 already for the funq, A:
yet our church is mecting in g l'Qlltc(ll
building. We are anxious to get .
building of our own to worship ip, !

N

Pray for us.

Mrs. John Elliston, President

Mrs. Ed Harris, sec'y. treng
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BACKSLIDING

Backsliding means falling away from
1o after having been saved hy Him.
Backsliding usually takes place gradu-
ally—the sliding is not sudden. Back-
sliding is often secret at first, being
known only to the guilty sou] itself.
Backsliding may Dbe partial, or it may
bhe entire. Backsliding always orvigin-
ates in disobedience to God, either by
transgression or by neglceting His
commandments.

God said in Genesis 6:3, “And the
Lord said, My Spirit shall not always
strive with man.” I knew 2 man in
Pendleton, Oregon, who had been a
minister of the Methodist chureh. IHe
was doing a good work for the Lord,
but thought that he was not making
enough money to live on. e was of-
fered a job in Pendleton at a tair
wage, g0 he decided to go and make a
sum, then return to his preaching, The
Holy Spirit strove with him and tried
to get him to keep on preaching, and
He kept striving with the man until
hie finally picked up a tool and started
to work. Then the Holy Spirit left
him and never again tried to get hin
to come back. It was several years
after the Spirit ceased to strive with
him that he told me al} this. I have
no reason for doubi{ing his story, for
he was a good man. ITe said that he
was truly converted, hut just disobeyed
God. Sister and Brother zive God the
benetit of the doubt.

The Bible warns God’s people of the
possihility of falling away from him,
and, after knowing Hig grace, of heing
finally lost. Read Kzekiel, chapters 18
and 33, and then pray carnestly, Izek.
18:20,26, “The soul that sinneth, it
shall die. When the righteous turneth
away from his righteousness, and com-
mitteth iniquity, and dieth in them;
for his iniquity that he hath done
shalt he die.”

Paul had a fear of being a castaway.
ICor. 9:27, “I keep under my hody
and bring it into subjection: least that
by any means, when I have preached
to others, I myself should be a cast-
away.”

Man is a free moral agent, and as
sueh, can be good or had as he chooses.
God made man free, therefore if He
forced men to do ceirtain things, then
man would not he a free man, but as
the heasts,

God has made everything possible to
induce and help man to be good.

He permits man to he tempted, but
leaves him to act and choose as he
pleases. In no state does man lose his
power of choice. Rev. 2:10, “Be thou
faithful unto death, and I will give
thee a crown of life.”

You say, “Oh, I was born from above
by the Spirit of (fod, so I am a child
always. As I was horn to my fleshly
parents, I am still their child regard-
less of what I do.” Friends, you had
no choice of earthly parents. If you
had, you might not have choosen the
ones you have, or had. But you do
have the choice of choosing Christ as
vour Saviour, and you also can deny
IHim. You may have had faith in
Chirist onee, but you also may have lost
your faith in Him and placed your
faith back in Satan. You say, “No man
can pluck me out of God’s hand.” That
is so—no one but vou yoursclf.

You ask, “Was not the prodigal son,
spoken of in Luke 15:12-32, still his
father's son when he was in the far
country?”’ Yes and no. He chose to
leave his home and not he subject to
his father's command. DBut when he
saw the state he was in, he chose to
return to his fathei’s house. The father
told his oldest son that “this thy broth-
er was dead, and is alive,” that he was
lost and is found. You say he never
was converted. Then how did he know
what was in his father's house, and
how to return? This parable repre-
sents a man in a backslidden condi-
fion, one who has once known the love
and goodness of God, and that God is
willing to forgive and receive all who
will repent and retwin to Him in
humility.

Jesus  deseribed the return of the
Devil to a heart from which hie had
been previously cast out: Matt, 12:45,
“Then goeth he, and taketh with him-
self seven other spirits more wicked
than himself, and they enter in and
dwell there: and the last state of that
man is worse than the first.” It is
harder to persuade one who has hack-
slidden for a time to accept Christ
anew,

Peter deseribed certain people who
had returned to their sin: IT Peter 2:22
“But it is happennd unto them accord-
ing to the true provrbh, The dog is
turned to his own vomit again; and
the sow that was washed to her wal-
lowing in the mire.” .

Bad men are made good hy CGod

when they accept God’s plan of salva-
tion. The general teaching of the Bible
is that the whole of man’s lifc is a
probation. Salvation is promised on
certain acts or choices of man. ¥Heb.
3:14, “For we are made partakers of
Chirist, it we hold the beginaine of ¢ur
confidence steadfast unto tha end.”

The writer of the Hebrews speaks
of & fearful judgwent, indignation, and
punishment which will be incuiwed by
those who, though once sanctified hy
the Blood by the Holy Spirit, and then
despise and reject the same. “For it
we sin willfully after that have receiv-
ed the knowledge of truth, there re-
maineth no more sacrifice for sins, ...
of how mmch sorer punishment, sup-
pose ye, shall he be thought worthy,
who hath trodden under foot the Son
of God, and hath counted the blood of
the covenant, wherewith he was sancti-
fied, an unholy thing, and hath donc
despite unto the spirit of grace.” Heb.
10:26, 28.

I heard an evangelist preach from
the pulpit; this is what he said:
“James said, ‘Faith without works is
dead.” I don’t helieve it.” What is one
going to do or believe when a minister
preaches that way just to satisfy his
own whim? I say read the Bible and
pray God for light. James 1:5, 6a, “If
any of you lack wisdom, let him ask
of God that giveth to all men liberally,
and upbraideth not; and it shall be
given him. But let him ask in faith.”

The Bible teacles of many who once
knew :did served God, but hackslid and
died in their sins: King Saul, a sui-
cide; Judas, the betrayer; Ananias and
Sapphira.

You say that Jesus said in John 10:
27-28, “NMy sheep hear my voice, and
know them, and they follow me: and
I give unto them eternal life, and they
shall never perish, neitheyr shall any
man pluck them out of my hand.” No
man can take us out of God's hand, but
we ourselves. If not, then we are not
free agents or men. The true meaning
is that God will, at the end, give life
eternal to those who are faithful, and
then they will be so secure that they
will never perish. Matt, 24:13, “But
he that shall endure unto the end,
the same shall he saved.”

In Revelation, the first chapter, it
speaks of “them that overcometh” who
shall receive certain rewards. So let
us be overcomers.

You say that Pau] says, “Nothing

(Turn to page 10, please)
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Daubing With Untempered Mortar

Thora Grider-Greenfield, Mo.

«go wiLn I break down the wall that
ye have daubed with untempercd mor-
tar, and bring it down to the ground,
s0 that the foundation thereof shall be
discovered, and it shall fall, and yc¢
shall be consumed in the midst there-
of: and ye shall know that I am the
Lord.)' Ezekiel 13:14.

This promise of God’s judgment was
directed at the Isrwmlite nation because
of their tolerant attitude toward false
prophets invading the camp with their
damnable doctrines; the effects of
which had been a laxness and com-
placent attitude among the people rela-
tive to their spiritual obligations to
God. It is a fact not to be overlooked
that there had heen no complete hreak-
down of observances of the rituals and
ceremonies. There was strict adherance
to religious worship, and there was
activity about the camp at all times.
The significance is in the fact that “‘one
pbuilt a wall, and lo, others daubed it
with untempered mortar.” The un-
tempered mortar bespeaks of faulty
material used by an unskilled work-
man, which would inevitably result in
a defective product.

There is a wealth of truth contained
in the lesson which is applicable to
us in our dispensation. This same truth
God has reiterated through His servant
Pauj in I Corinthiang 3:10-11, “Accord-
ing to the grace of God which is given
unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I
have laid the foundation, and another
puildeth thereon. DBut let every man
take heed how he huildeth thereupon.
For other foundation can no man lay
than that is laid, which is Jesus
Christ.”” In Ephesians 2:20-21, Paul
tells us we should be “built upon the
foundation of the aposties and proph-
ets, Jesus Christ himself being the
chief corner stome; in whom all the
building fitly framed together groweth
unto a holy temple in the Lord.” The
Psalmist said on one occasion, “Except
the Lord build the house, they labor
in vain that build it: except the Lord
keep the city, the watchman waketh
but in vain.” (Ps. 127;1)

We hear a lot about juvenile de-
linquency in our nation. There have
been many articles written expressing
views on the cause, and giving sug-
gestions as to a cure. Many are good
in their theory, but in actuality would
not rectify the trouble I fear. I think
the analysis J. Bdgar Hoover of the
F.B.I. has made is cominendable. He
attributes this problem to a moral and
spiritual breakdown in the home and
church—giving some startling statis-
ties concerning the per cent who have
been victims of broken homes, or the
lack of spiritual training.

Surely it goes without contradiction
that this nation, which was founded on
religious principles, has been doing as
the Isrelites—daubing the walls with
untempered mortar, else this curse
would not be prevalent. God has given
explizit directions as ito the training of
children from the time he spoke to
the Isveclites (Deut. 11:18-19), “There-
tor shall ye lay up these my words in
your lieart and in your soul, and bind
them for a sign upon your hand, that
they may be as frontlets between your
eyes. And ye shall teach them your
children, speaking of them when thou
sittest in thine house and when thou
walkest by the way, when thou liest
down, and when thou risest up.” The
New Testament admonition of Eph.
6:4, “...bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord.”

It is not hard to understand what
has brought about this curse when we
consider the vast difference in what
constitutes the training of children
now and that ot years ago. The in-
fluences of a child’s enviornment, be
they good or bad, contribute to his
education from the time he is old
enough to learn, which it is conceded
by most all authorities is a very early
age of infancy. At one time the sphere

of a child’s activity was for the most '

part his home, church and school; now
it covers a greater territory, thus he is
confronted with every ungodly influ-
cence from his earliest impressionable
age.

One has only to make a habit of
observing children at play to learn
what things make the greatest im-
pression on their minds. Most of it
heing from the outside world, and is

of a corrupt nature, which could only
cultivate the mind and heart in the
ways of deceitfulness, crime, murder,
and lustful living, unless there is
enough spiritual training given as an
antidote to counteract the evil. Many
children are not fortunate to have any
attempt made in this direction; and
more tragic than that is the fact many
others who do have religious affilia-
tions, receive training in powerless
churches where they are not taught
and brought into the knowledge of the
fullness of joy and sufficiency of God.
In many instances amusements of the
world are offered to their inquiring,
hungry minds and souls in an attempt
to satisfy and hold them.

I have said all that to say this—if
the wall is to be daubed with tempered
(well proportioned, conditioned) mor-
ter, instead of untempered, so as to
make for a strong spiritnal building
of our nation, who is to direct the
work, and how? The church must, by
a conscientious, thorough child train-
ing program. If this is left out the
structure is defective, and as Ezekiel
13:14 states, “...the foundation shall
be discovered.” We believe one of the
essentials of a child training program
is the Summer Daily Vacation Bible

School department. WHY DON'T YOU
CONDUCT ONE?

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rev. Harry Sterling, full-time pastor
of the Pleasant Grove Free Will Bap-
tist Church, has some open dates for
evangelistic work. You may contact
him at 302 North Terry, Carterville,

Missouri, or by phone at 954W, Webb
City, Missouri.

—O—

We have received information that
Mrs. Thora Arbogast Grider will be
available for Daily Vacation Bible
Scheol work this summer. Mrs. Grider
ig a former Bible College student, and
has had considerable experience in
conducting and instructing in D.V.B.3.
If in need of a director or teacher,
contact her personally: Mrs. Thora
Grider, Greenfield, Missouri, or we will
he glad to forward your inquiry to her,
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DEPUTATION WELCOMED

(The following address of welcome
was delivered by Rev. Joshua Paul,
native pastor of Immanuel Free Will
Baptist Church, Kotagiri, South India.
The occasion was the arrivaj of Rev.
Raymond Riggs, secretary of F.W.B.
Foreign Mission Board, and Rev. E. C.
Morris, deputation team to the Mission
Fields in India.)

It is with feelings of deepest pleas-
ure and gratitude that we, the workers
in the Vineyard of Christ, welcome you
into our midst on behalf of the congre-
gation, friends, and supporters of the
Immanuel Free Will Baptist Mission
in Kotagiri. Your auspicious visit, in
the midst of your various and crowded
preoccupations betokens the love in
your heatts for this land and her peo-
ples. The Emmanuel Free Will Bap-
tist Mission of India owes its existence
to the great love of these devoted souls
whom you represent to to the self-
sacrificing and untiring labors of Miss
Barnard who is rightly called the god-
mother of the Harijans in Kotagiri and
the surrounding areas.

Our hearts rejoice at thie message of
hope and cheer and of salvation that
you bring to this downtrodden com-
munity, as a precious gift from your
country. Those that lived in darkness
have seen- the light and the light is
kept burning for others to see and
come.

Eighteen years ago the Gospel seed
was planted in this valley in the shape
of a humble schoolroom with one
teacher and about twenty Harijan chil-
dren. Fed and strengthened by Miss
Barnard’s devoted care the baby school
goon grew up and today it can boast
of its status as a government recogniz-
ed school with three trained and cer-
tificated teachers and over 120 children
receiving free education, including first
aid. Out of this schoo] two have gone
out to the South India Bible School at
Darapuram, and one for Bible woman’s
training at Cobichettypalayam.

Besides this, six teachers conduct
regular Sunday classes in five Harijan
centers of Kotagiri, with a total
strength of about 120 children. Pre-
paratory classes for Sunday School
teachers are a regulayr feature of this
work. Thus our humble foundation is
being laid in the hearts of tender
children that they may be won for

Christ in the years to come, and we
acknowledge with gratitude the keen,
personal care that Miss Barnard con-
tinues to bestow for the health and
general welfare of these young ones.

Thanks to the undaunted and per-
sistent endeavours of Miss Barnard
and Miss Wilson a church was organ-
ized and started two years ago with a
congregation numbering over eighty
souls and the commissioning of a pas-
tor and a Bible Woman was made pos-
sible. Since the inauguration of the
church twenty-five souls have been bap-
tized and at present there are thirty
inquirers. Evangelistic work wunder
Miss Barnard and Miss Wilson is being
caried out throughout the Harijan
centers of this district. Weekly prayer
meetings are regularly conducted in
the Free Will Baptist Mission Bunga-
low. Quite recently in response to an
urge expressed by some young men of
Kotagiri, Revival Fellowship Mectings
are now being leld in the Mission
Bungalow on Sunday evenings and
thus many Jocal young men who other-
wise idle away their Sunday evening
hours, have been afforded fellowship in
prayer and songs. In general the policy
of the Mission has been one of close
co-operation with other main denomi-
nations such as the C.DM.S. and the
Methodist and this was well demon-
strated during a Sunday S:chool rally
held by us some time ago. The Mis-
sion is determined to continue this
beneficial policy in all its activities.

We also acknowledge with gratitude
all the kind and beneficient help of
Rev. H. Merriweather, who through
the years has been a friend and advisor
and rendered invaluable help to the
Mission.

Again our hearts rejoice in the
thought that this great and sacred
work in the midst of these Harijans
was made possible hy the great love
and sympathy of the supporters and
well-wishers of this Mission ahroad
and we lift our prayers and thankful-
ness to Him who guides and inspires
all human hearts and cfforts.

We pray that the hlessed hand of
Christ may protcet and comfort and
guide you in all your travels and out-
goings in His service. Finally we
would quote St. Mark 16:15 and St.
Luke 19:10 for our inspiration in all
our efforts. Mark 16:15, “And he said
unto them, Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to every crea-
ture. Luke 19:10, “For the Son of

man is come to seek and to save that
which was lost.”
Yours in Christ,
"The Workers and Congregation of
the Immanucl Free Will Baptist Mis-
sion, Kotagiri.

KANSAS CITY REVIVAL

The First Free Wil] Baptist Church
of Kansas City, Missouri began a re-
vival mecting April 12, and closed with
the Sunday night service, April 25. It
was a real pleasurc to work as the
evangelist with this church and the
people in this revival campaign. God's
blessings were upon the services. Only
one man was converted, but a number
of Christians testified that they were
greatly helped in their spiritual life.
Twelve united with the church during
the meeting. The church also enjoyed
a record attendance of 122 in Sunday
School one Sunday, and 94 in attend-
ance the other Sunday of the revival.

This fine church is located at 43rd
and Garfield Streets. The pastor’s
name and address is: Rev. Mrs. Alice
Dickey, 5516 Appleton St., Kansas City,
Missouri. Anyone having friends who
are Fice Will Baptist, or who come
from Free Will Baptist homes, should
urge them to visit this church and get
acquainted with the pastor and the folk
who worship there. Also, if you know
of someone who should be worshipping
there, send their address to Sis. Dickey
and she will he glad to contact them.

Yours for the Master,

Rev. 0. T. Allred

OKLAHOMA TO HOLD
SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKSHOP

A Sunday School workshop for Free
Will Baptists in Oklahoma will be held
Monday, May 17 at the Haskel Free
Will Baptist Church, Haskel, OXkla-
homa, in an all-day session.

Every pastor, every teacher and as-
sistant teacher, all sccretaries—both
general and class secretaries, all Sun-
day School superintendents, in fact
every Sunday School officer and all
those who aspire to be an officer or
teacher, are urged to be present.

Mrs. John Elliston

Complacency always stops progress.
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From The Editor’s Desk

SORRY

We've had an abundance of urgent
work at the office recently. We lost
some valuable time from the office in
order to be at Nashville for a Board
meeting. We are pretty busy with the
regular duties of a minister. Some of
the offices to which we have allowed
ourselves to become involved have de-
manded some attention. And as a re-
sult of ithese circumstances, we are
late with the Gem. However, we are
still using our intended Mother’s Day
tront page, just as we had intended,
even though you will now receive it
after Mother’s Day. We hope it may
bind you closer to your own mother.

THE BIBLE CONFERENCE

We are getting around a little late,
perhaps, to tell you of the highlights
of the recent Bible Conference held at
the Free Will Baptist Bible College,
Nashville, Tennessee. However, there
may be those who have not received
a report of this the “best session yet.”

The sessions convened in the audi-
torium of the Bible College, com-
nmencing with the Sunday evening serv-
ice on the last Sunday in March. Rev.
0. T. Allred, Missouri State Moderator,
and your editor made the trip together.
Due to commitments on the local field,
we were unable to arrive in time for
the opening ‘conference. We were on
hand for the Monday evening services.
This service alone made the trip worth
while. The Spirit was certainly pres-
ent, and continued to bless each speak-
er and each service. President John-
son and the rest of the staff and the
students are to be highly commended
for the arrangement of every detail
of the conference.

Four speakers alternated in bringing
the messages on pre determined sub-
jects. Each message was a real blessing
and a masterpiece. Rev. Joseph Ange
of North Carolina, and former student
at the college, was speaking on the
subject of the Holy Spirit and a sepa-
rated life. The Spirit Himself attended
these messages, and certainly we were
better instructed on the Holy Spirit
after hearing the Word on this subject.

Also from North Carolina was Rev.

W. Burkett Raper speaking of the dif-
ferent Philosophies of Life. To your
editor, this seemed an especially hard
subject to be assigned. But Rev. Raper
is to be commended for the very su-
perior method of handling it. It was
interesting, instructive, and eagerly
received by the audience. In conclud-
ing his series, Rev. Raper questioned
if the leading philosophies of the world
had brought us to a better way of life
and a brighter future. It was his
reluctant observation that perhaps our
modern philosophies were exerting a
negative influence, especially to the
souls of men. These observations are
certainly a challenge to us.

Rev. Damon C. Dodd, now of Nasgh-
ville and Promotional Secrctary for
Home Missions, brought a series of
messages on Revival. Certainly the
messages were instructive and well re-
ceived. These messages emphasized
that the revival is to the Christian,
set forth how revival comes about, and
summarized the results of revival.

Rev. Ralph Staten, Oklahoma pastor,
was the other of the four featured
speakers. Rev. Staten brought mes-
sages on some of the doctrines of TF'ree
Will Baptists, discussing regeneration,
the great commission, and similar sub-
jects. Like the rest, these subjects can
not he over used, and so were full of
instruction to every Christian, and
especially to the special servants.

Climax to the Conference came per-
haps in the Friday morning service.
The program was by the student body
of the Bible College. At the end of
this program, a parade of donors
brought their gifts and turned them
in toward the liquidation of debt at
the Bible College. This scrvice netted
some $30,000 in gifts for this purpose.
It was a scene never previously wit-
nessed in modern history of Frece Will
Baptists. The liquidation of the debt
against the apartment building became
a reality.

Crowds attending the conferences
were the largest yet. Over 400 visitors
filled the auditorium at nearly every
service. On occasions the building was
used to the very greatest capacity. It
is obvious that more room must be
available for future sessions. Dr.
Johnson stated that it was planned to
add baleony room soon. With rapid

growth at the college, this and other
expansion is a must. Many other fa-
cilities are urgently needed xow. Cer-
tainly we can well be thankful for the
Bible College.

One feature of the conference that
was particularly enjoyed by all was the
College Chora]l group, and the very
fine singing throughout the sessions.
It is certainly inspiring to see and
hear these fine young people, possessed
with this talent, dedicating themselves
to the glory of God in song.

Indeed, every phase of the confer-
ence was wonderful.

SUPERANNUATION PROGRAM

The National Superannuation Board
needs—of all things—money! Yes, that
is right. If the program of this de-
partment is to proceed without inter-
ruption, the Superannuation treasury
must have some consideration financi-
ally.

In order for us to understand how
and why this need has come about,
let us look into the program.

In practically every profession of
life, there is some plan for the retire-
ment of those growing old or disabled
while pursuing that vocation, and for
providing certain other benefits for
them. Personally, I am glad that such
consideration is being given for the
comfortable welfare of the aged and
needy. It should be so. In our day of
greatly increased living costs, meager
life savings—if any—soon vanish when
ohe can no longer replenish them.
With no plan of subsistence to meet
the need, then privation and hardship
ensues.

However, in the case of the minister
and other special servants of the Lord,
there has been a marked apathy to this
situation. As has too frequently heen
the case with the loyal work animal,
when  his usefulness is over he is
“turned out to grass” and must cope
with the unfavorable situation of glean-
ing a meager cxistence and an inade-
quate shelter from the storm. So also
are we prone to treat those who have
been faithful stewards of the Gospel of
Grace. This shouldn’t be so. Perhaps
no one is willing for it to be so. Sev-
eral other religious groups have recog-
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nized Ithe seriousness and unfairness
of this and have met the situation with
positive action and set in motion cer-
tain machinery to cope with the situ-
ation. But we who are Free Will Bap-
tists are insufficiently advanced in this
program.

Although we recognize a deficiency,
it is not to he admitted that we lack
foresight in the matter. There has
been a National Board of Superannua-
tion in effect for some time. And this
Board has accomplished some things
worthy of note. Chiefly, the program
at present is one of insurance that can
be taken out at an attractive rate.
This is set up so that the Board meets
one-half of the premium from offerings
received; the individual or his church
supplies the other one-half. At first
the applicant could only have $1,000
worth of this insurance, simply because
the Board could not meet their one-
half premium of any more than that.
Later this was raised to $2,000. It has
been the hope of the board to raise
this to $5,000 at an early date, and soon
to ‘the maximum of $10,000, which is
the desireable for retirement and other
benefits. However, a dilemma has en-
sued. Receipts are now helow expendi-
tures.

Alj old policies are continuing in ef-
fect, which testifles to ithe desirability
of the insurance plan. Added strain is
constantly experienced by new policies
going into effect. But still the Board
wag approaching the desired immediate
goal of allowing $5,000 policies. Then
droughth and cconomic recession sta-
balized receipts short of this goal. Then
added to this is the expense prorated
to the Board for the establishing, main-
taining, equipping and operating the
National Headquarters Building in
Nashville. Now, the DBoard does not
question the desirability and indeed
the need of such an enterprise. Nor
doss it fee] that such can be realized
without considerable expensc to all con-
cerned. While the Board has not yet
directly benifited from the headquar-
ters, it has to date met its prorated
part. But in doing so the hadly needed
funds of its treasury are being de-
pleted, and with this is the recognized
fact Ithat any continued process of this
kind will bankiupt the treasury and
throw the entire retirement' policy plan
out of joint—perhaps wrecking the plan
entirely.

Now, it isn’t the desire or plan of
the Superannuation Board to default

on any oblightion. And most especi-
ally are they unwilling to retrench in
this desireable and needed program,
Already they have had to forego cer-
tain plans for furthering the program,
but will just as soon as possible, ex-
pand and set in motion more of the
programs until every need is met by
positive action.

All of this has been an orientation
to bring us to this point: WE NEED
YOUR HELP! We are sure that you
are in accord with any program for
the Dbetter condition of our retired sery-
ants of the Gospel. So the Board is
suggesting that you make one special
drive for this purpose and contribute
liberally to this need before the last of
June. It is very important, Channel
your gifts for Lthis program through
your own treasurer to be forwarded to
the treasurer of the National Super-
annuation Board, Rev. J. 0. Fort, of
Lake Butler, Florida. Please don’t let
this program down, even lto forcing it
into a retrenchment, It is far too im-
portant for that. There is need to ex-
pand, and that is what ithe goal is. Be
a faithful steward now!

EASTER SERVICE AT
OKMULGEE, OKLAHOMA

Rev. John B. Elliston, pastor of the
First Free Will Baptist Church of
Okmulgee, Oklahoma speaks of their
Easter services as wonderful.

The church at Okmulgee wasg one
year old the 28th of March, and in this
one short year the church has received
some fairly hard tests and bhumps, but
praise God, it has brought forth many
blessings too. The blessings have far
outweighed all clse.

The Church had a fair attendance
for hoth Sunday School and preaching
service on Easter Sunday. A beautiful
Easter lily was given to the one bring-
ing the most visitors. Mrs. John Ellis-
ton received the lily, but sent it to the
home of a shut in. The eleven o’clack
nmessage was “Death Defeated.”

At noon our members took g basket
dinner and joined with the Henryetta
Free Will Baptist church at the lake
tor a fellowship basket dinner. After
the wonderful dinner, an egg hunt was
sponsored for the children.

At three o'clock in the afternoon a
joint baptismal service was licld. Rev.
Homer Young, pastor of the Henryetta
Church, led the singing. Rev. W. H.

Carter, a retired minister from Bris-
tow, led in prayer. Rev. John Elliston
brought a short message. Then Rev.
Young and Rev. Elliston took their
candidates into the waters of the lake
where Rev., Young administer baptism
to two, and Rev. Elliston to nine
precious souls.

Rev. Elliston stated, “I baptized them
from six to sixty.” His own daughter,
Mary Bell, was only six, and brother
Ed Reed, who was baptized, was 60.

—Contributed

NEW HARMONY 8.8,
GREENTOP, MISSOURI

Jan. 1-Mar. 31, 1954 (First Quarter):
Average attendance ,...... e 66
Average offering .......... ....$ 1934
Total offerings during quarter., 251.42
Brought forward Jan. 1 ....... 490.17
Total receipts ............ 741.59
Expenses for the quarter ...... 297.18
Balance, March 31, 1954 ...$444.41

Martha F. Buchanan, treasurer

OLD TIME RELIGION

South Side F.W.B. Church
3124 Mt. Pleasant
St. Louis, Missouri

Dear Gem Readers:

As I missed last month, I will try to
write something for this time.

South Side is still growing and pros-
pering. The Woman’s Auxillary had
their pre-Easter revival with a differ-
ent minister each night. Each brought
a wondertul message, and though wo
didn’t have any conversions, the Chris-
tians were helped.

Not too long ago an elderly man was
visiting our church, and it made me
proud to be a Free Will Baptist when
he told me that Lie didn’t know they
still preached the old time religion as
we do. I thank the Lord that visitors
can stil) visit our churches and feel
the spirit of old time salvation.

We were in Nashville, Tennessee dur-
ing Easter, and attended the showing
of Pilgrims Progress at the Bible Col-
lege. We were vis‘ting Rev. Roger C.
Reeds and wife.

Yours in Christ,

Rev. James Franklin, pastor
Olive M. Reeds, correspon.
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THE MISSOURI STATE

WOMAN'S AUXILIARY

Advancing With Christ

Eprror: Riv. Mrs. Orarn Jerrreys, 304 Eucrin, Monerr, Mo.

JMORE ON DECLAMATION

Rules of the Stewardship Declama-
Auxiliary Convention to be held during
the National Auxiliary Convention at
Spartanburg, South Carolina, July 13,
1954.

Wiio 18 pricinLe? Boys and girls De-
tween the ages of 12 and 18, from
your Sunday Scliools, Leagues or
Youtl Auxiliaries.

SuBJECT MATTER must absolutely be one
of Stewardship—of time, talents, per-
sonality, possessions, ctc.

WIIERE CAN I ORTAIN SUITABLE M-
TERIAL? Any Stewardship book will
furnish ample material for speeches
which should not be over 10 minutes
long. (See W.N.A.C. Year Book pages
33, 35 for suggested books.)

CONTESTANTS WILL BE JUDGED ON TILE
FOLLOWING BAsIS: Value in teaching
Stewardship, 50 per cent, poise 10
per cent, expression and interpreta-
tion 10 per cent, memorization 15
per cent, enunciation 15 per cent.

TIME LIMIT: Ten minutes. Five points
will be deducted for cach minute or
fraction thereof over alloted time.

DEADLINE 1'OB ENTERING CONTEST: June
15, 1954, Names of contestants and
oration titles should be sent, not
later than this date, to the National
Youth Chairman, Mrs. PPaul Puisell,
1111 E. 11th St., Shawnee, Oklahoma,

FREDERICKTOWN W. A.

Dear Sis. Jeffreys and All of Our Dear
Readers of the Gem:

1t has been sometime since we have
reported our Auxiliary and Mission
work. We do thank the Lord for our
Auxiliary. We only met for g half day
last meeting, but before now we have
been meeting for all day, and we have
such a good time in the Lord.

Our pastor’s wife, Sis. Newsome, is
our president. She is doing a great
work for our church. She paints bulle-
tins for every occasion, and has now
painted a beautiful picture for our new
baptistty. We are so thankful for the
work they are doing. Bro. Newsome

made a beautiful stand for our new
class room.

Our last night meeting was Apri] 6,
and it was enjoyed by all. The topics
were given by Sis. Dettmer, Sis. Bea
bout, and Sis. Headecky. We do love
all of the good lessons in our Year
Book and thank God for someone that
will get up such a good year book.

Our revival will begin on Monday
night after Easter, with Rev. Staires
as our evangelist. Do pray for us in
our meeting that many souls may bhe
saved.

Ouy pastor is now in a revival at
Union Light. We do hope and pray for
many souls to be saved there.

We had a good gpirit in our Sunday
service.

We old Mission sisters are still quilt-
ing, so do pray for us all.

Yours for the Master's Work,

LATER:

This is a report on our last day meet-
ing. We had our meeting at the church
April 22. The session was opcned by
our president, Sis. Newsome. Our song
leader, Sis. Hahn led our singing, with
Sis. Hodges at the piano. Songs were,
“More Like the Master,” and “Redeem-
ed.” Prayer was by Sis. Staires. The
secretary-treasuret’s report was read
and received. Motion carricd that we
send Sis Barnard a $5.00 love offering.

We thank the Lord for the dear
sisters in our Auxiliary. Our treasury
never has much money but when some-
thing comes along for which we need
money, the Lord always provides.

We also talked of repapering our two
little rooms in the front of the audi-
torium by the stand. Sis. Gamman
said she would donate the paper: Sis.
Newsome said she could put it on. So
that is the way we work, and with
God’s help we are going through. A
motion carried that we order the regu-
lar woman’s secretary record hook and
sgparate slips for each one to keep her
own record on.

Sis. Staires of Oklahoma, our evan-
gelist’s wife, gave us a good talk on
how to raise money. She said they
made money on cakes. Sis. Beatty.
also of Oklahoma, said they made

money on pies. So if we had them
hoth to make pies and cake for us, we
would have a fine dinner anyway.

Sis. Staires also said that their men
helped .them by giving their pennies.
I don’t think our menfolk ever have
any pennies—anyway we don’t get any
of them.

We were very glad to have both Sis.
Staires and Sis. Beatty with us. It
seemed so good to have Sis. Beatty
back again.

Sis. Staires, Sis. Beatty, Sis. Hahn
and Sis. Sharp each gave a good talk
on working and praying to get souls
saved. Then we met around the altar
for a piayer for our revival, and were
dismissed for dinner by Sis. Beatty.
We all certainly enjoyed the noon meal.

The afternoon meeting began by
singing, “Stand Up for Jesus.” Prayer
was by Sis. Murry. DBecause of sicknes
she had not been with us recently.
Sis. Dettmer and Sis. Graham sang a
special, “I'd Rather Have Jesus.” DBro.
Staires gave us a nice talk on Steward-
ship, after which we were dismissed.

Do pray for our church. Bro. Staires
has been with us a week, and only one
soul has been saved. He was Bro. and
Sis. Stacy's little boy. Sis. Stacy and
her four dear children furnish special
music. Her two oldest children were
already Christians. Now this one was
saved. His parents were real happy
and we were happy for them.

So do pray for us, and God bless
cveryone that reads this.

Rev. Wm, T. Newsome, pastor
Sis. W. I. Jemes, reporter

MONETT AUXILIARY

Mrs. Everett Carlson was hostess at
the recent meeting of the Woman’s
Auxiliary of the Monett I'ree Will Bap-
tist Church.

The meeting opened with the group
singing, “Blessed Assurance.” Prayer
was by Mrs. Lewis Greenway.

The lesson study was ‘“Character
Building,” led by Mrs. Lyle Roller. The
devotional was by Mts. Roy Nichols,
from the sccond chapter of Phillippi-
ans. Mrs. Burl Thomas, jr., Mrs. Has-
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kell Hultgren, and Mrs. Brattin Worm-
ington discussed the topics.

The business session was conducted
by the president, Mrs. Russel] Weis-
man. Vice presidents gave their re-
ports and the second vice-president,
Mrs. Wayne Terrell, stated that plans
were complete for a Daily Vacation
Bible School to start May 24, Dismissed
in prayer by Mrs. C. L. Atwell. The
next meeting is to be at the home of
Mrs. Ollie Bennett.

Members present were: Mrs. James
McCully, Mrs. Wayne Terrell, Mrs.
Jeff McCully, Mrs. U. E. Finn, Mrs.
Wallace Williams, Mrs. Roy Nichols,
Mrs. Russell Weisman, Mrs. O, T. All-
red, Mrs. Burl Thomas, jr., Mrs, Brattin
Wormington, Mis. W. L. Powell, Mrs.
Lewis Greenway, Mrs. C. L. Atwell,
Mrs. IHaskell Hultgren, Mrs. Will
Gates, Mrs, Lyle Roller, and Mrs. Ed
Jones.

GIRLS COMPLETE STORYBOOKS

The Girls Auxiliary of the Monett
F.W.B. Church met at the home of
Mrs. Wayne Terrell in their last meet-
ing. Roll call was answered with a
Bible verse after the meecting was by
prayer and singing.

The remainder of the meeting was
spent completing the work on the pic

ture storybooks to be used by the-

nursery age children of the churclh.
Dorothy Brafford was a new member.
Other members present were: Detty
Gates, Carol Bocdecker, Beverly DBoe-
decker, Mary Clapper, Becky Terrell,
and the teacher, Mrs. Waync Terrell.

ILLINOIS CONVENTION

The Franklin County District Wo-
man’s Auxiliary Convention met Apri}
22nd at the Nason Free Will Baptist
Church at Nason, Illinois. The spirit
of love and real fellowship prevailed
throughout the day.

Sis. Geraldine Lewis, our president,
called the meeting to order with sing-
ing led by Allene Hanna. One of our
visiting women brought the devotions.
Minutes of the last meeting were read
by Sis. Chesta Clampet, our recording
secretary. Business reports were given.
Our field worker, Sis. Emily Malone
reported two new Auxiliarics organiz-
ed. The treasurer’s report given by
Allene Hanna. The Bear Point Churech

‘was selected as the next meeting place

for Thursday before the fourth Sunday
in October.

Officers elected for the coming year
are as follows. President, Allene Hanna.
Enlistment chairman, Marjory Dame.
Youth chairman, Maxine Sneed. Study
course chairman, Mae Sneed. Program
and publicity chairman, Mary Peterson,
Bengvolence chairman, Helen Cockrum.
Treasurer, Geraldine Lewis. Recording
seeretary, Chesta Clampet. Correspond-
ing secretary, Ruby Connor. Tield
wolrker, BEmily Malone, We are sure
these are God's selection, and cach one
accepted the office as service for God.
We look for a future of progress in
spiritual growth as we put first things
first.

Plans werc made for our Annual
Christmas Offering to be brought in
white stockings to decorate our Christ-
mas tree in October, -and sent on by
Christmas to foreign missions, orphan-
age, and the youth camp in Illinois.

Delegates named to the Nationtl Con-
vention were: Opal Hiltibiddal, Helen
Hartley, Flo Farris, Geraldine Lewis
and Mary Peterson. This closed our
business session.

The sermon was brought by Rev.
Emma Moore on the subject, “God’s
Will and Man's Will,” showing that
man may know and walk in the perfect
will of God, by the Holy Spirit working
in us by the power of God’s Holy Word.

An offering was taken for the youth
camp, and the morning session closed
with carnest prayer, Sis Geraldine
Lewis leading.

Thre afternoon program opencd with
congregational singing. Special song
by Allene Hanna., The Nason Auxiliary
presented a play, “The Garden of
Prayer.” Testimonies and praise was
led by Carrie Shacffer, and entered into
heartily, and the presence of the Lord
causcd much rejoicing.

We left with a purpose to wil] and
do of His good pleasuie,.

Rev. Emma Moore

FURNISHINGS ACCOUNT

We are grateful for those who are
taking advantage of the oppoitunity
to assist in the furnishing of the
Conference and Rcception Rooms of
the Headquarters Building.

The estimated cost of this project
is $800.00. A suggested quota was sect
up for each state and o little more than
half of the amount needed has been

0] &
BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATES

Beautiful Baptismal Certificates,
1015 x 53, inches. On beautifully
lithographed border forms, and suit-
able for framing. Every Church
needs these for a record.

These certificates are in books ot
20 and stubbed, check book style.
Price, Post Paid ..vvvveveess $1,00

o] il

received. Three states have contributed
more than their suggested quota, and
we Tfeel sure the balance needed for
this purpose will come in shortly.

Following is a statement of gifts re-
ceived:

Quota Gifts
Alabamg  ........0.... $40.00,...514.00
Arkansas .......000.. 10.00.... 16.50
California ........... 40.00.... 45.00
Florida ...ccvcvvnenns 20.00.... 17.00
Georgia .......oo.... 40.00.... 54.00
Hlinois .....oovvuvvnus 25.00
Kentucky ............ 20.00.... 2.50
Michigan ............ 40.00.... 40.00
Mississippi ..... . 20.00....
Missouri ............ 70.00.... 34.10
North Carolina ......140.00.... 60.50
Ohio ........coiiene. 10.00.... 10.00
Oklahoma ..... e 80.00.... 18.00
South Caroling ...... 90.00.... 8.00
Tennessee ..ovveveeons 90,00.... 4200
TCXAS vevvriinnanernn 45.00.... 40.00
Virginia ........... .. 10.00.
West Virginia, ........ 10.00.... 5.00
Total .......... $800.00...$406.60

Mrs. Iubert ‘B. Sloan
Exec. Sec'y.-Treas.

REPORTS PLEASE

My dear ladies, we arc missing your
reports and messages of greeting for
our pages. Let me ask you, don’t you
like to recceive a letter or grecting
from friends? I'm sure we all do. Then
please send us your reports, In this way
we are able to hiear from onc another.
If your Auxiliary has a prayer request
you would like the rest of us to tarry
in prayer about, let us know about it.

We are not scolding or fretting, but
please help us make our pages of more
interest to all. I know how casy it is
to neglcet some things essential, and
I'm sure this is the cause of our not
hearing many times. Will you be first
to let us hear from you for the next
issue.
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BACKSLIDING (from page 3)
can separate us from God's love.” That
is true. God loves all—the sinner as
well as the saint. Regardless of what
the sinner does, God still loves him.
God does not save us in our sins, but
from our sins. If you are still a sin-
ner, and stil] sinning, you had better
get converted and become a saint; for
no sin can enter heaven. Some say
that the Bible says we are of tw
natures. I cannot find such in the
Bible. But I do find, “For the flesh
lusteth against the Spirit, and the
Spirit against the flesh: and these are
contrary the one to the other; so that
Ye cannot do the things that ye would.”
Gal. 5:17, This is before we are con-
verted. After we are converted the
Devi) still tempts us, but God helps us
to overcome those temptations. Some
say that being tempted is sin. Now, if
it is, Christ was a big sinner: for He
was tempted in all points as we are
yet without sin. Christ overcame by
knowing God’s word: we should know
His word, too, to be able to overcome.

James 1:14-15, “But every man is
tempted when he Is drawn away of his
own lust, and enticed. Then when lust
hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin;
and sin, when it is finished, bringeth
forth death.” When one turns away
from trusting Christ, he has lost faith
in Him, and in God the Father. With-
out faith it is impossible to please
God. The hackslider has then placed
his faith back in Satan and the lusts
of the world.

May God help us to strive to be
hetter Christians; and to live a right-
eous life. We can if we try.

Warren Moffitt, Oinigan, Mo.

FROM OUR FRIENDS

We certainly don’t want to do witout
the Gem. It is about the only contact
we have with the work of our own
Deople.—I. H., California.

—Q—

Thank you very much for reminding
me (of the expiration of sub), for I
don’t want to miss ap issue. I wish it
was a weekly: a month is so long to
wait. May the Lord bless you, and
keep up this good work.—O. R., Ark.

—_——

Please renew my sub to the Gem. I
don’t want to miss a copy. I am work-

ing and have neglected to send in my
renewal—V. 8., Missouri.

—O—

Please keep them coming, for I don’t
want to be without the Gem. I have
been taking the Gem since 1928, —Mrs.
S. H., Missouri.

—_—O—

We certainly have enjoyed every
word of the ‘Gemy’ this month, and
certainly appreciate your sending us
another copy and reminding us of our
lapsed subsecription. Sorry we have
been neglectful, and we'll try not to
let it happen again.—Mrs. 1. W, Mo,

—_——

We had all-day services here at the
church (Phillips Chapel, Springdale,
Arkansas) Easter Sunday. The Lord
saved and hlessed six precious soulg in
the afternoon service. The Lord has
certainly blessed our efforts here. Pray
for us that He will continue to bless.
Our pastor left this morning for Hobbs,
New Mexico for a revival meeting in
the F.W.B. where C. L. Pinson is pastor.
Susie Watson secretary-treasurer.

e

The church continues to grow, for
which I am humbly grateful. There
were four (junior age) boys saved at
prayer meeting Wednesday evening.
We have enjoyed a gracious revival at
the church. Rev. James Franklin was
our evangelist. There were nine con-
versions during the meceting, but many
more both before the meeting and yes-
terday.—Rev. Eunice Edwards, Lead-
ington pastor.

—Q—

I realize what a great 1esponsibility
you have in putting the paper together.
I am sure it takes much prayer. I
often think of you in your work, and
as I read it (the Gem) I can see you
are doing a wonderful work for God.
May God richly bless you in your work,
and may our Gem paper reach out in
an unusual way. May God use it to
wake up Christians and inspire them
to look ahout them and win more souls
for God's work.—P. P,, Illinois.

—_—Q—

Please send our paper to the new
address helow. I am enclosing a check

for renewal, for I Dbelieve our time is
out in the next month or two. But we
want to get the Gem, as it is the only
way we can stay in touch with the
churches. There is no Free Will Bap-
tist Church around here. — R.D.P,
Wisconsin,

—_0—

We liked the last Gem very much.
L. A, Arkansas.

—)

Please send Gems to the following
people. These people are from the
Berkeley Free Wil] Baptist Church (in
St. Louis). We all like the Gem very
much, and we will remember you in
our prayers.—Alice Stephens, St. Louis

—_——

Please renew my sub to the Gem. I
look forward to receiving it each time.

I would like to say this about the
Mt. Zion Church at Grove Spring, Mis-
sourl. We have large crowds at each
service. Over the Easter week end we
had a very large crowd. There were
two saved. We thank God for His
blessings upon us.

May God bless you in your work in
printing the Gem, and all Free Will
Baptists everywhere.~—Rev. Leo Curtis
Lebanon.

A WALK WITH GOD

1 walked with God on yesterday,
But today I need Him just as much.
He puts in my heart what my lips
should say,
And guides my steps by His golden
touch.

How sweet to know that there’s a hand
That I can reach out and grasp:
An anchor for me in a troubled land;

One that leads to joy at last.

Sometimes there's feet that wayward go
Down a path of thorns and stones

God’s love to them we must ready show
And not let them walk alone.

Ouy earthly lives soon fade away;
Please be ready when He calls,

For it’s wonderful to know that on
that day
He'll draw near when life’s curtain
falls.

Maxine Rogers,
Thompsonville, Illinois



May, 1954

The Free Will Baptist Gem

&

Program For The
EIGHTH ANNUAL SESSION
Of The
MISSOURI STATE

FREE WILL BAPTIST

Youth Encampment
To Be Held
JULY 19.24, 1954

At

CAMP SHARON

VERSAILLES, MISSOURI
(On Lake of the Ozarks)

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. What is it?

Tie Free WILL BArrisT YoUuTit
which is held annually.

FENCAMPMENT—

2. Who may attend?

Any young person who is eager to become a better
servant for his Lord. Any boy or girl who likes to
play and work will feel at home at the encampment,

3. What will we do?

Bible and Stewardship lessons will be taught to
thiose over 10 years of age. Those under 10 will have
special instruction including flannel graph stories.
Music will be offered to all.

4, Will it all be study?

No. Thirty minutes each morning and three hours
each afternocon will be spent in supervised play. This
will include hikes, soft ball, volley ball, horse shoes,
ete. All play will be supervised and sportsmanship
will be emphasized,

5. How much will it cost?

The cost wil] be $10.00 per person, and fifty cents
for insurance. This includes board and room for the
entire scssion.

6. What do I need to bring?

You need to Dbring your toilet articles such as
soa), tooth Dhrush, towels, etc. Bring a pillow, bed
covers, sheets and blankets. Also be sure to bring
some old clothes and shoes for play, and your Bible,
a notebook and penecil for your study work.

7. When should I get there?

You should be there by 10:00 a.m., Monday, July
19. Do not come Sunday night.

8. Some Special Regulations:
(1) No smoking will be allowed.

(2) Attendance at all classes will be required unless
excuscd by the General Superintendents. Unex-
cused absences will take points from your grade.

(3) Rach instructor will give written examinations.
Come expecting to learn.

(4) No courting will be allowed.

(5) You will be asked to sign an agreement that you
will fully observe ALL rules governing the camp.
Breaking of any rule set up by the Camp Board
will warrant expelling from the camp.

9. How shall I enroll?

Fill out the application blank enclosed with this
folder, and send it together with fifty cents insurance
fee to Rev. Wm. Reeves, Niangua, Missouri, not later
than July 15. Al persons attending—including the

teachers and sponsors—should register and send in-
surance fec.

10. How to get there

From North and Centray Missouri, take U.S. High-
way 50 to Tipton (27 miles east of Scdalia: 35 miles
west of Jefferson City), then State Highway 5 south
to approximately four miles south of Gravois Mills,
then Lake Road § east one-fourth mile to fork of
road, then take left hand road and follow signs about
four miles to Camp Sharon. Coming from the south,
use U.S. Highways 54, 66, or 60 to reach State High-
way 5, then north across Lake of the Ozarks to Lake
Road 8, then proceed as above to Camp Sharon.

Statement of the Board—

Parents may feel that proper care will be given
all children who come to the camp. They will have
strict supervision, good housing, and medical care if
necessaty. Any child who becomes ill or should need
the care of his parents will be rushed to his home
immediately.

Page Eleven
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SUNDAY SCHOOL AVERAGE ATTENDANCES Mountain Grove ...........176..193. .195,, .. .
Willard C. Day, pastor
Ja FE Mr Ar Ma JU  Hlizabethton Tenn. 1st ....206..217..204..242..
Richwoods .......o.ovvvuunn .. 68.. . Harvey E. Hill, pastor
Leslie Logsdon, pastor Oilton, Oklahoma ........ ..116..133..129.. .. ..
Hannon (Barton Co.)...... . 48.. 50.. 48.. Benjamin Scott, pastor
Conrad Williford, pastor Lawnweod, Tulsa .......... 157..165..166,.229..
Copper Mines (S.E. Mo.) .. 92.. 90.. 93..105., H. E. Staires, pastor
Woodrow Matthews, pastor " Phillips Chapel, Arkansas ..170..165..163. .176..
Third St. Louis ........... 92.. 93..106..110.. Tommy Day, pastor
James Barker, pastor Mt. Pisgah, Cabool ...... . . 44.. 40.. 51.. .
Fourth St. Louis .......... 53.. 48.. 50.. 54., Homer Smith, pastor
Wm. Turnbough, pastor First Church, Joplin ........ ..50.. .
Salem, St. Louds ........... 56.. .. 50..5L.. .. Paul Wiltiams, pastor
Lawrence Thompson, Pastor Parkview, Desloge ......... 86.. 90.. 96..103..
Fredericktown ............ 158..172..183.. .. John Long, pastor
League ......... ..104,, 74.. .. .. Berkeley First, St. Louis .. ..166..168..
W. T. Newsome, pastor League ........ e ceee .. T6.. 64.. .
First Church, Springfield ..135.. ..136.. Don Eliis, pasto
Henry Long, pastor Wolt Creek, Mansfield ..... 42.. 39.. 37..
Jones Chapel, Stella 53.. 54.. 65 v (’;haﬂe;i“"dlc” » pastor
PR et ’ ’ nion Third Fork, N.E. Mo. 25.. 25.. 24..
Winford Davis, pastor Baward 11, Corn paStorMo 25.. 25., 24
Monett ......... e 78 78. ' . . Fellowship, Flat River ..... 140..141..170. .185. .
James Davis, pastor Rolla 8mith, pastor
Southside, St. Louis .......166.. ..166.. .. ., Leadington ...... e, . ..111,.132.. ..

Janmes Franklin, pastor

Eunice Edwards,

pastor

Work, For the Night is Coming

“I KNow thy uﬁorks, that thou art
neither cold nor hot: I would thou
wert cold or hot. So then because thou
art lukewarm, and mneither cold nor
hot, I will spew thee out of my mouth.
Because thou sayest, I am rich, and
increased with goods, and have need
of nothing; and knowest not that thou
art wretched, and miserable, and poor,
and blind, and naked: I counsel thee
to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that
thow wmayest be rich; and 1white rai-
ment, that thow mayest be clothed, and
that the shame of thy nakedness do
not appear; and anoint thine eyes with
eyesalve, that thow mayest see. As
many as I love, I rebuke and chasten:
he zealous therefore, and repent. Rev.
3:15-19. May we recad these verses
prayerfully and take our Bible and
read the entire third chapter of the
Revelation—God’s warning to us.

It is so easy to close our eyes and
to wall ourselves off from the appeals
of a dying world, A false frecdom,

when we refuse to open our eyes and
sit blindfolded. What true Christian
with his eyes opened to behold the
sinning and desolation can have less
than a sympathetic weeping with those
who weep? With such desperate need
on every hand, the cruelest man alive
could not sit at his feast and not be
stirred, if he were not blindfolded.
Satan is very husy rocking the cradle
and keeping us asleep. He tells us that
it is no concern of ours—take care of
ourselves. Will we be able to find ex-
cuses for this drowsiness and paralysis
that has rendered the church power-
less in this critical age when we need
real Power of God?

Revelation 3:18, God says, “...Dbuy
ot me gold tried in the fire,...and
white raiment, that thou mayest Dbe
clothed, (God righteousness and hu-
mility) ...and anoint thine eyes with
eyesalve, that thou mayest sce”—the
anointing Power of the Holy Ghost to
look with God’'s eyes on the unsaved
world.

Proverbs 24:11-12, “If thou forbear to
deliver them that are drawn unto
death, and those that are ready to be
slain; if thou sayest, Behold, we knew
it not; doth not he that pondereth the
heart consider it? and he that keepeth
thy soul, doth not he know it? and
shall not he render to every man ac-
cording to his works?’ Is not your
heart stirred when we read Jesus’
words in Matthew 7:21, “Not every one
that sayeth unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of hieaven; but
he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven.” So many are
rejoicing in their own security while
nmillions are dying without the knowl-
edge of Jesus Christ, and are starving
for the love of God manifested in the
lives of professing Christians. I John
3:17, “Whoso hath this world’s good,
and seeth ltis brother have need, and
shutteth up his bowels of compassion
from him, how dwelleth the love of
God in him?’ ICor. 13:4, “Charity
sufferctl: long, and is kind.” Suffering
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is love’s first virtue. In a suffering
world, love can not but suffer with
those who suffer. The greater our love
the more we suffer.

If we have no love, then we expose
no part of ourself to God's work. We
can do many outstanding deeds. We
can go to the foreign lands and take
pictures of the sick and starving and
look upon the misery and wrecks of
humanity and none of this ever touch
our hearts. We think none of this can
ever happen to us. But with Jove in
our heart, we look with pity and think,
“If it were mnot for God's love and
tender mercy toward us, it could have
been us, and we will help with all of
the grace that God gives us to tell of
One who can change lives.” May God
humble our hearts so God can use us.

Do we fear to be exposed to God's
work because of the suffering that it
may involve? I once heard a returned
foreign missionary say, “The love of
Juxury was the downfall of America.”
We are afraid this might be true. When
we think of the many who need help,
and so few who are willing to go by
faith. What will our answer be when
we stand in the judgment? We can
find no excuse, for God reveals His
will to us—if we crucify ourselves.
Jesus died for all. II Cor. 5:15, “And
that he died for all, that they which
live should not henceforth live unto
themselves, but unto him which died
for them, and rose again.” Delivered
from myself, I am now free to give
myself to others.

Are we free to work for Jesus? He
came to set the captive free.

Let us work while it is yet day. The
night cometh when no man can work.

Prayer changes things. Give God a
chance in your life.

—Mrs. Pearl Perriman,
Springfield, Illinois

SOUTHEAST MISSOURI
CHURCH PLANNING TO
LIQUIDATE INDEBTEDNESS

Dear Bro. Jeffreys and Gem Family:

A few lines from the Copper Mines
Free Will Baptist Church, It has heen
some time since we last wrote, and the
Lord has been blessing us here. We
just closed a three-week old-fashioned
revival in which there were scven
souls saved. Rev, Ceci] Sheppard, the

pastor of the Marble Hill Free Will
Baptist Church, was our evangelist.
Rev. Sheppard is truly a man of God.
Each night his messages were real
soul inspiring, and truly the Spirit of
the Lord was manifested in each serv-
ice. There was one addition to the
church and we are thankful for this
one.

We are planning on retiring the debt
on the church building in the next
month or two. Then we plan a dedica-
tion service soon. We have been in
this new building since 1948, but de-
cided not to dedicate it until the debt
was cleared. I believe the Lord has
blessed us here financially since the
erection of the building. The valuation
has been set at $8,000.00, and praise
the Lord, it has all been paid just
through the small membership of the
church. There has never been any
outside donations. So we can be very
thankful to God for His blessings to
us.

Rev. Woodrow Matthews is still our
pastor, and much of the success of the
church is creditable to him. He is
truly a shepherd of the flock. Rev.
Woodrow Matthews has been the pas-
tor here for the past eleven years and
we thank God for sending him our
way.

Our Sunday School average is on the
upward climb once more after much
sickness in the community, and due to
the moving away of some of the pupils.
Our average was 105 for the month of
April. Bro. Milton Hovis is the super-
intendent, and Bro. Ray Thomas is the
szeretary. We also are thankful for the
Free Will Baptist League. There is at
this time 41 on the enrollment and
our average attendance has been very
neayr the enrollment. Leamon Killian
is the president and Sis. Barbara Hovig
is the secretary.

It will soon be Dally Vacation Bible
School time again, We had a very
good enrollment last year and with
God's help we expect one this year.

We ask the prayers of all Christians
that we may grow in the grace of God.

Your Servant inn Christ,

Leamon L. Killian, clerk

T-R-E-A.T-I-8-E
Single Copy .ocvcivcrsrnrvcerennsd .35

Six or more, €a. ...uvuiiierere .30
Per Dozen sty 8:00

[ MRS. WM. SEARCY |

* »

Ida Blanche Quinn, daughter of John
and Martha Quinn, was born April 17,
1873 in DeKalb County near Maysville,
Misgouri, and passed away at her home
in Altamont, Missouri, April 3, 1954,
at the age of 80 years, 11 months and
17 days. She had been in failing health
for some time. All that loving hands
could do was done, but to no avail.

She moved with her parents to
Davies County, near Winston, in March
1891. It was there she met William 8.
Searcy, and they were united in mar-
riage October 13, 1897. To them were
born three children. They lived on a
farm the greater part of her life. Tt
was here that she reared her children.

She was converted early in life and
united with the Free Will Baptist
Church at Center Point. She was a
moble Christian woman loved by her
family, neighbors, and by al] whom
she came in contact. Her consistent
Christian life will live on and on. She
has left an inheritance for her family
that means more than money. She at-
tended her church as long as health
permitted. She was devoted to her
home and family, and was always in-
terested in those around her, helping
out in sickness and wherever she
could. She leaves to mourn her passing
her devoted husband and three chil-
dren: Ira Alpha of Renssalaer, Ind.;
Myron Ralph of Weatherby, Mo., and
Mrs. Phillip Steinhauser of Jefferson
City, Missouri, two grandchildren, and
many other relatives and a host of
friends.

It can truthfully be said of her, “A
good woman has gone to her just re-
ward.”

Funeral services were at Altamont,
Missouri, conducted by Rev. Mrs. Mary
Wellbaum of Haddam, Kansas. Inter-
ment was in the Cape Cemetery.
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THE DEPARTURE OF FATHER

Our dear father, precious father,
Has laid down this earthly life,

And has gone to be with Jesus
Where there is no sin and strife,

Far beyond this world of trouble
‘Where the blessed angels stay,

And where none grow old and feeble,
And no head is ever gray.

He was kind to all his children,
To his friends and neighbors too;
Had for them a deep compassion
As true-learted Chrisians do;
Lived to bless them with his presence,
With his prayers and helpful deeds,
With his words of blessed counsel,
With his principles and creeds.

Now that he has gone to Jesus,
" How we miss his lovely face—
i\Iiss the sunshiing of hig presence,
And his Christian love and grace!
But we do not mourn his going
"As we would if hope were dead;
For he told us cre departing
That for death he had no dread.

Some bright day we’ll meet dear father
Up above this world of fears,
‘Where no death can hring bereavement,
And no eyes are dim with tears.
There to praise our Lord and Master
Where the praises never cease
And where sin can never enter
To molest our perfect peace.

—Walter E. Isenhour

WHAT MAKES A GREAT LIFE

Do not try to do a great thing:
you may waste all your life waiting
for the opportunity which may never
come. But since little things are always
claiming your attention do them as
they come, from a great motive, for
the glory of God, to win His smile and
approval and do good to men. It is
harder to plod on in obscurity acting
thus, than to stand on the high places
of the field, within the view of all, and
do deeds of valor at which rival armies
stand still to give attention. But mno
such act goes without the ‘swift recog-
nition and ultimate recompense of
Christ.

To fulfill faithfully the duties of
your station; to use to the uttermost
the gifts of your ministry, to bear
chaffing trivial irritations as martyrs
bore the pillory and stake; to find the
one nohle trait in people who try to

molest you; to put the kindest con-
struction on unkind acts and words;
to love with the love of God even the
unthankful and evil; to be content to
be a fountain in the midst of a wild
valley of stone, nourishing a few
lichens and wild flowers, or now and
again a thirsty sheep; and to do this
always, and not for the praise of man,
but for the sake of God--this makes a
sreat life.

—C. B.S. Advance

QUALIFICATIONS OF
A GOOD PREACHER

A Goop Pasror Must Have:

The strength of an ox,

The tenacity of a bulldog,
The daring of a lion,

The wisdom of an owl,

The harmlessness of a dove,
The industry of a beaver,
The gentleness of a sheep
The versatility of a chameleon
The vision of an eagle,

The hide of a rhinoceros,
The perspective of a giraife,
The disposition of an angel,
The endurance of a camel,
The bounce of a kangaroo,
The stomach of a horse,

The loyalty of an Apostle,
The tfaithfulness of a Prophet,
The tenderness of @ shepherd,
The fervency of an evangelist,

The devotion of a mother—

And then he would not pleasec cvery-
body!

’

—News Broadcast

SUNDAY SCHOOL MEETING

The Madison County (Southeast Mis-
souri) Free Will Baptist Sunday School
Convention met with the Twin Oak
Church, April 25, 1954 at 2:00 p.m. The
president, Bro. Harold Baldwin, was in
charge of the program.

There are seven Sunday Schools in
our convention: six of them reported
by letters and the other one was repre-
sented in person. Each Sunday School
liad a good report. Enrollment present
at the convention was 101. The host
pastor, Rev. Clarence Elders, gave us
a nice welcome.

Each Sunday School gave a song or
number of their own choice. Topic—
“A Sure House for the Lord,” by Bro.
Basil Smith, Then wc had Rev, Harry

E. Staires from Oklahoma with us. He
was holding a revival at the Frederick-
town Church. He gave a talk on “The
Possibilities for a Sunday School,”
which was enjoyed by all.
The next meeting will be with the
Mine LaMotte Sunday School in July.
Benediction by Rev. Woodrow Mat-
thews.
Mildred Killian, secretary

MOTHER’'S HOUSE

SHE'LL ne‘er Ve dead, this mother of
mine,

Who's crossed the great dividing linc.

'T'is true, the house she occupied,

Her Tome for years, is laid aside:

The house was not my mother's you
know,

was only where she lived, end $0

I''t look beyond the house of clay

To her mew home across the way.

eyt

Axp when she went she left with me
Of her loved life the master key
That unlocked and brought good cheer
To souls along the life-road here.
Unselfish service opens the gate
That leads to happiness’ estate.
This key He bade me give to you,
As she has done that ye might do.

T house she lved in, worn and cold,
We 1aid within the earthly mold.

But that was «ll; 'twas nothing more
Than where she lived in days of yore.
I would not, could not say, “Gooddye,”
For lives like she shall never dic:

The key of her unselfish love
Unlocked a home 1with God above.

~—Author Unknown
Contributed by Doris Rollins, in mem-
ory of our dear Mother who pased away
June 20, 1953.

BEGIN

Lose this day loitering, 'twill be the
same story .
Tomorrow, and the next more dilatory
Each indecision brings its own delays.
And days arc lost lamenting o’er lost
days.
Are you in earnest?
minute!

Boldness hag genius, power, and magic
in it.

Only engage, and then the mind grows
heated.

Begin, and then the work will be com-
pleted.

Seize this very
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SPARTANBURG CLOSE AT HAND

If you will study the following table, you can tell at a glance how much
your state lacks having her Foreign Mission quota. With time running out,
we must make one final appeal for everyone to send in your pledges and
offerings before June 30th. We still have hopes of clearing the balance in
every state, but we must have your immediate co-operation. Our hats are
off to those states who have already gone over the top, but there is stil] room
for all to do more. You may not be able to do much, but do something NOW,

“and send an offering for Foreign Missions “pronto!” R.R.

(RRRE Quota Paid Balance Overage % Paid
Alabama ..... $ 1,500.00.....$ 1,320.80.....% 179.20..... $ ... 88%
Arkansas ..... 1,100.00..... 1,839.93..... ceees 73993.....187%
California 800.00..... 1,188.06..... ..., 388.06.....149%
Florida ....... 1,000.00..... 610.50..... 389.50..... ..., 619%
Georgia ...... 2,600.00..... 2,199.60..... - 30040..... ... 87%
Illinois ....... 3,300.00..... 1,756.69..... 1,643.36.....  ..... 53%
Hentucky ..... 1,600.00..... 889.98..... 710.02..... ..., 55%
Michigan ..... 8,000.00..... 8,101.04..... cee..  101.04.....101%
Mississippi 1,000.00..... 622.26..... 3MT74..... ... 629,
Nissouri ..... 9,000.00..... 5,754.82..... 3,245.18..... veves 63%
New Mexico 150.00..... 80.00..... 70.00.....  ..... 53%
North Carolina 14,000.00..... 11,898.40. .. .. 2,101.60.....  ..... 849
Ohio ... o 2,000.00..... 1,250.72..... 749.28.....  ..... 62%
Oklahoma 5,500.00..... 3,185.64..... 231431..... ceer. 57%
South Carolina  3,600.00..... 244252..... 1,15743..... cee 679
Tennessee .... ©6,500.00..... 5,986.55..... 513.45..... el 929
TEXA8 .oveense 3,500.00,.... 1,638.98..... 1,861.02..... e 469
Virginia ...... 1,800.00..... 1,160.25..... 639.75..... ... 64%
West Virginia . 2,000.00..... 1,35854.....  64146..... ..... 629
Miscellaneous . 6,150.00..... 2,039.20..... 4,110.80..... ..... 33%

Totals ....$75,000.00..... $55,324.53..... $20,904.50..... $1,229.03..... 73%

Thus the percentage paid lines up with Arkansas leading the list. Then
comes California and Michigan, all having passed their suggested quota. After
these cone Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina, Sodth Carolina,
virginia and Missouri. Bunched together are Mississippi, Ohio, and West
Virginia. Next in line is Florida. Then Oklahoma and Kentucky. New Mexico
and Illinois come next. Texas at present has not yet reached the one-half way
mark, with Miscellaneous yielding only 33% of the expected amount. The toial
1uns 73% of the total amount set up as the workable amount for the year.

PENNY-A-MEAL

A penny a meal for foreign missions
Surely isn't too much to give;
It will help spread the Gospey in for-
eign lands
And will teach other nations how
to live.

The meals you eat, three times a day,
Cost more than just one cent;
That penny for missions, three times
« day
You'd never realize was spent.

It may be that some poor missionary

Might fail to eat one meal each day;

Because their so-called F.W.B. friends

Are eating and drinking, and too
tight to pay,

Now just hunt a little old jar;
And paste the sticker outside;
Drop a “penny a meal” in the slot on
top
And youw'll feel better satisjied.
P Bl
Well, you may think that’s too muchI
some times,
Trust God, He'll see you through;
If yowll help spread His Gospel, all
over the world,
He'll make the way for you.

Maud Reynolds Dean
Huntington, W. Va.

$a

‘When one is convinced against his
will, he is of the same opinion stil,

o] B
BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATES

Beautiful Baptismal Certificates,
10% x 5% inches. On beautifully
lithographed border forms, and suit-
able for framing. Every Church
needs these for a record.

These certificates are in books of
20 and stubbed, check book style.
Price, Post Paid ............ $1.00
O] o

.y

T-R-E-A-T-I-8-E

Single Copy iverenseesronns
Six or more, ea.
Per Dozen ........

SUBSCRIBE TO THE ‘“‘GEM’’
Per Year, .....cnnveeinnnnn $1.50

I BEHOLD CHRIST IN YOU

I behold the Christ in you,
Here the )ife of God I see;

I can see a great peace, too,
I can see you whole and free,

I behold the Christ in you.

I can see this as you walk;
I see this in all you do,

I can see this as you talk.

I behold God's love expressed,

I can see you filled with power;
I can sce you ever blessed,

See Christ in you hour by hour.

I behold the Chrigt in you,

I can see that perfect one;
Led by God in all you do,

I can see God’s work is done.

~—Frank B. Whitney

The true, strong, and sound in mind
is the mind that can embrace equally,
great things and small.

—Selected

All through life I've always found

The poorest fruit is on the ground.

To get the apple that is prime,

You have to reach or have to climb.
—A Church Bulletin

“The Church is not built by those
who can, hat by those who will” Sel,
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THE NEW VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL COURSE FOR 1954

UNIFORM SERIES

@ True to the Bible ©® Attractive — Low

Cost
® Nursery Through
® 10 Simplified Lessons Teen-ar;’e roug
® Special Group
® Easy to Teach Treatment

Complete in every detail, attractively designed and simply presented,
the brand-new 10-lesson Uniform Course “Building Citizens for
Christ” not only highlights the Ten Commandments, but applies them
to daily living in the light of the teachings of Jesus, making this

particular course a powerful aid in
helping boys and girls of every age
become better citizens.

All lessons are true to the Bible,
timely, teachable, and interesting, en-
abling the teacher’s presentation to
be complete and 10 the point. Pupils,
on the other hand, will develop a
growing interest and understanding
as the lessons unfold. Complete
teachers’ manuvals and pupils’ work-
books are provided for each age

group from Nursery through teen-
age.

; s::h'iple Kit .

Junior, and Teen-age), plus the Director’s Man-
¢ s le Kit so you Vval, a sample picture from the Picfure Set, and
Send"for fhe Umfc?rm lies:::; 1:::1aenuals. E);ch a parrial.sheet from 1|‘1e'Table-Top PIC?-Q-Graph
panyoxam afc'tua 1zzzhirls manuals and five Set. Kit is returnable if in salable condition.

kit contains five

pupil’s workbooks (Nursery, Beginner, Primary, Order No. 9151. .. 0viuvennnnnnnnn.. $3.75

Also, the always popular and well-tested 3-year Graded Course is still available.
Send for your Free Guide Book of helpfu] information for planning a successful D.V.B.S.
Your Free Guide Book will list the above course and the courses offered by the 3'ye€tr
graded series. Also listed are several optional aids to teaching. Vacation time is
Bible School time, Plan now. Orvder early, Reap the benefits of a well planned D.V.B.S.




