Jan 56

mm‘“

Vol. 26—No. 3

Monett, Missouri-—March, 1955

_Per Year—§2.50 1.00

BIBLE CONFERENCE SCHEDULED MARCH 27 - 31

The annual Bible Conference
is scheduled to be held this year
March 27-31 at Free Will Baptist
Bible College Auditorium.

Rev. Charles Thigpen, Detroit,
Michigan, and Rev. and Mrs. Dan
(Cronk, missionaries on leave from
India, wlll be the speakers, accord-
ing to Dr. L. C. Johnson, college
president.

Rev. Thigpen, pastor at High-
land Park and moderator of the
National Association, will be re-
membered as a Conference speak-
er in 1953. Also, he is a former
college faculty member.

Dan and Trula Cronk are on
their way home from India after

a tour of missionary duty Hlulv
The appearance of the Cronks ¢

the Conference will depend upon
their arrival in Nashville by that

date.  So far everything looks
good for their getting here on
time.

The Conference will start Sun-
day afternoon, March 27, with a
consecration service. The program
will include a 6:30 a.m. sunrise
prayer meecting each day, ag well
as a prayer service from 2:00 to
3:00 o’clock each aftermoon. A
Bible study will be held each
morning also, which is a new
feature of the Conference,

The College Music and Speech

Departments will join in pl‘("n‘ﬂﬂ’b-
t ing a religious drama, ‘‘Release,’
Wednesday evening. The Lollog‘.
Chotr will furnish musie through-
out the four-day meeting. The
Conference closes at noon Thurs-
day. The program is arranged to
afford plenty of time for fellow-
ship and visitation in the after-
noons.

A good attendance is expeet-
ed,”” according to E. Bayless Me-
Donald, treasure of the College.
Mr. MeDonald also says, ‘‘Every-
one is welecome!”’

Attend Bible Conference

March 27 -31, 1955

Nashville, Tennessee
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AN INTERNATIONAL TRUCK!

For days we went about our routine
activities of ithe Station with both ears
tuned to catch the purr of an engine
coming through the bush. It was not
unti] thrce weeks later, and the past
three days had been days of much ex-
pectaney, that I was preparing to re-
tire; the lights in the dormitories had
been turned off, and to all appearan-
ces the children were sleeping; I
switched off the lights in the house to
take just one more. lingering look over
the dark velt, hoping it would reveal
the headlights of the {ruck. To my
amaz:ment and joy, there were two
bright beams coming over the hill,
lighting everything in their way. Fred
was returning from Duiban with the
new 1954 three-ton, four-wheel drive
Int:rnational truck, which our co-work-
ers, Rev. and Mrs. Harold Stevens had
shipped from the United States.

By the time it fook me to get out-
side the house, the dormitory doors
flung open and boys rolled out, some
In pajamas, others pulling on trousers
or shirts, and they began to sing
Themba Enkosini—Trust in the Lord,
as we watched the big new vehicle
swing into the driveway. No attempt
was made tg conceal the amazement,
the joy, the curiosity. The boys exam-
in:d every part of the truck and es-
peclally were they interested to read
on the door in large letters—Themba
Enkosini.

rd

How we praise God for this vchicle,
Each Wday the truck proves its worth a
hundred times. It makes the hauling
of food for the hospital and boarding
school twice as easy, and it is many
times safer, when climbing the Ubom-
bo Mountain. The new truck has al-
ready been to a number of week end
meetings in places where there is an
establishcd work, and in unworked
areas as well it is doing its part in
bringing the Gospel to the people who
=til]l sit In darkness and in the shadow
of death. If you had part in making
this truck a reallty, we want you to
know that it is a real blessing, and
we feel sure its worth will be regis-
tered in eternal values.

_Mseleni, Zululand Staff, October, 1954

QUARTERLY MEETING HELD
WITH SOUTH SIDE CHURCH

Richwoods, Mo.
Dear Gem Readers: .

Tree Will Baptists far anl near have
heaid of the South Side F.W.B. Church
of St. Louis. It is very well known as
being “the €riendly church with the
friendly pegple.” It has sure earned -
that title. 'It has been the host church
for the last three conventions of our
Quarterly Meseting; the Sunday School
Convention held in November, the
League Convention in January, and
the St. Francois Quarterly Meeting
held February fourth and fifth. Rev.
James Franklin is the pastor of this
chuich. )

At each of these meetings everyone
was warmly welcomed, and each one
had a wonderful time in the Lord. The
refreshments were wonderful, and the
fellowship and fiiendlincss will live on
forever.

The Lord has blessed South Side
with a new electric organ abiachment
that goes with the piano, and a won-
derful organist who plays for the glory
of God. Everyone got a blessing when
Bro. Ned Templeton played the organ.

We of this Quarterly Meeting thank
the Lord for South Side, and pray
God’s blessing on them.

We missed Rev. C. B. Dees Satunlay.
But we thank the Lord for Rev. Ray-
mond Riggs who preached a wonder-
ful sermon for us, and sang for us too.
The Lord met with us and eviryone
was blessed.

A sister in the service of ¢he Lord,
Ettie Logsdon
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“Will A Man Rob God?”

Ob, surely no one would rob the
Lord! Yet we hear Him say in
Malachi 3:8, ““Will a man rob
God? Yet ye have robbed me. But
ye say, Wherein have we robbed
thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye
are cuised with a curse: for
have robbed me, even this whole
nation.”’” Just think of it. Do you
know of anyone that is robbing
God? Oh, so many arc robbing
II.m of their tithes and offerings.

Also, many are robbing Him of
their time and talent, for the Book
says, ‘‘The earth is the Lord’s and
the fullness thercof.’”” Yes, it all
belongs to Ilim. Still we complain
if we don’t get enough rain to
produce good crops, or if ITe does
not bless our efforts to make good.
And yet we withhold the Lord’s
share—the tenth, or tithe.

Some say that tithing was only
in the Old Testament and theie-
fore doesn’t apply to us today.
But tell me why! When Christ
wasg leaving this world, and after
IIe had told His disciples that all
power was given to Him, He told
them, ““‘Go ye therefore, and teach
all nations, baptizing them in thc
name of the IPather, and of the

on and of the Holy Ghost.’”” And
in Mark 16:15 He told them, ‘‘Go
ye into all the world, and preach
the gospel to cvery ereature.”
Now, was He speaking to Ilis fol-
lowers all down through the ages
including we of the present day ¢
Sure Ile was! It means yon and
me and everyone. And IHe would

‘not ask me to do something im-

possible. But how can I go? I am
84 years old.

There is only one way I can go:
that is to give of my substance,
thorgh that is very small. But if
all God’s neople would tithe, there
would be money enough to defray
the expense of those who can go
anl who are willing to go.

Not long ago I heard a minister
say that before World War II, he
heard an old man from Japan who
had been sent to a missionary con-
ferenee, plead with tears stream-
ing down his face, begging Amer-
ica to send missionaries with the

Love of God to his country. This
aged Japanese said, “If you do
not send missionaries to enlighten
people, I fear what my people may
do.”” "This minister—pastor of the
chureh 1 was attending, said that
we had men wanting to go, but
that we didn’t have the money to
send them. The churches would
not give! Pearl Harbor was the
.esult. Can we ever forget the
leath and destruetion caused by
those half-civilized people? O,
they would never have done it if
they had had the light of the Gos-
pel, of Christ in their souls.

Christians, ean’t you see that
what the world is needing is the
“ospel light? Had Japan been en-
lightened, perhaps we would never
have had the terrible World War
IT. If people—God’s people—had
all been tithers, there would have
been money to send the light, and
it is possible that the disaster of
“earl ITarbor might never have
been, Can anyone ever forget this
incident and the terrible time of
heartache and suspense that fol-
lowed?

And listen, good people, what
has happened once could happen
again, Who knows but that a half-
civilized nation may be preparing
to start war again, perhaps in a
sly, deceitful way.

We finally conquered Japan.
But look at the high cost in lives
md in dollars. Ol friends, could
we cver forget the heartaches?
Wonld it not have yeen cheaper
to tithe? Had God’s people done
their best, and had thev given the
Lord Iis part of their income, He
might not have - permitted those
terrible times to come upon us. At
least if all Christians would learn
how to tithe, there would be suf-
ficient money to defray the ex-
pense of those who feel their call
to go to these places under the
commission of Christ, ““Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father. and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost: teaching them to ob-
serve all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am

with you alway, even unto the end
of the world.”’ Matt. 28:19-20.
Will you do it my Christian
friends, or will you take chances
and still disobey the last command

of bur Saviour who died for our

sins?
May the Lord bless His truth.

Mis. J. W. Wilkey
Mammoth Springs, Ark.

REVIVAL AT LEBANON

Lebanon, Missouri
Dear Bro. Jeffreys:

Just a few lincs to let you know
how we are doing here in the new Free
Will Baptist Church at Lebanon.

We had a ten-night revival in Janu-
ary, which we certainly enjoyed. Dro.
O. T. Allred was with us for a few.
nights, and Bro. Carlson, pastor of the
Walnut Grove Baptist Church, was
with us. We enjoyed their preaching.

We held. an ordination s:trvice on
Monday night of the second weck in
which Bro. Hershel Griffin, Bro. Leo
Doty and Bro. Chatles Keesling became
deacons of our church. This was an
oll fashion:d service. Bro. Wi, Reeves
and Bro. E. E. Vestal were present for
the service.

Our church voted to accept the
Church Plan of subsecribing to the Gem.
Also, we voted to take an offering for
the Co-Opwrative Fund once each
month,

We are having good attendance in
all of our services. The averags in our
Sunday School during January was
63. On February first we had 76. We
now have 35 meimmbers of the chureh,
with prospects of others sgon., OQur
thanks go to all who have helpcd us in
any way. The prayers of our biothers
and sisters in Christ everywhere are
always appreciated. )

We are looking forward to doing
more work on the building very soon,
perhaps by the time you neceive this
letter.

Enclosed you wil]l finll the names of
those to receive the Gem. May God
bless you in your work, and bless Free
Will Baptists everywhere.

Rev. Leo Curtis, pastor

How long has it been since you have
sent us « subscription? An offeringf
An article of interest to the Church?






