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• 
Rev. and Mrs. Arthur Billows, our Missionaries to Mexico, 

receiving a portable organ from the Juarterly Conference of the 
Indian Creek Association. Rev. Luther Sanders, Moderator of 
the Conference, is pictured making the presentation. 
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FREE WILL BAPTIST 
MISSIONARIES 
-Cuba- 

Address of Missionaries in N. Japan 
7 Shon Mach • • 
Abashiri Shi 
Hokkaido, Japan 
Rev, and Mrs. Fred Hersey 
Birthdates: Mrs. Hersey, March. 2 

Mr. Hersey, July 20 
Philip, June 21 
Samuel Ray, Sept. 24 

Address of Missionaries in N. Japan 
Nigashi 2 Jo 
Minami 2 Chome 
1 Danchi 
Bihoro Cho, Hokkaido, Japan 

--South India- 
Miss Volena Wilson 
Birthdate: March 11 

Address of Missionary in South India: 
' "Westfield"-Kotagiri, South India 

-North India--- 
Rev. and Mrs. Daniel R. Cronk 
Birthdates: Mrs. Cronk, June 7 

Mr. Cronk, Feb, 28 · 
Randell, April 3 

Rev. and Mrs. Carlisle Hanna 
Birthdates: Mrs. Hanna, April' 9 

Mr. Hanna, Aug. 3 
Brenda Kay, June 18 
Donald Timothy, Oct. 
24 

Address of Missionaries in North India: 
Kishanganj-Purena District 
Bihar Province, North India 
In Language School 

Lonnie and Anita Sparks 
Mission Protestante Evangelique 
B. P. 54 
Goumere par Bondoudou 
Ivory Coast, French West Africa. 
Birthdates: Mrs. Sparks; March 19 . 

Mr. Sparks, Dec. 14 
Rev. and Mrs. Daniel J. Merkh · , 
Birthdates: Mrs. Merkh, Jan. 29 

Mr. Merkh, April 11 
Elizabeth Merkh, Nov. 
26 

Daniel Merkh, Jr. Jan . 
14 

Timothy Merkh, Nov. 
5 

Rev. and Mrs. Thomas H. Willey. 
Sr. 

Birthdates: Mrs. Willey, June 13 
Mr. Willey, July 31 

Rev. and Mrs. Thomas H. Willey, 
Jr. 

Birthdates: Tommy, July 13 
Emma Ruth, Dec. 19 
Alicia Ruth, Dec. 1 7 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Phenicie 
Birthdates: Mrs. Phenicie, Aug. 20 

Mr. Phenicie, Oct. 2 7 
Miss Esther M. Ruehle 
Birthdates: March 17 
Address of Cuban Missionaries: 
Apartado 2 7-Pinar del Rio, Cuba 
Miss Lucy Wisehart Lima 
Apartado, 37 Cespedes 48 
San Jose de Las Lajas 
Habana, Cuba 
Birthdate: December 1 7 

-Africa 
Mrs. Josephine Stevens 
Birthdate: Dec. 15 
Address of Missionary in Africa: 
South Africa General Mission 
Mseleni Mission Station 
P. 0. Mkuzi Zululand, South Africa 

-Jnpan- 
Rev. and Mrs. Wesley Calvery 
Birthdates: Mrs. Calvery, March.3 

Mr. Calvery, May 2 7 

14 Bis Chemin Du Reposoir 
Lausanne, Switzerland 
Rev. Dave Franks 
Caixa· Postal 630 
Campinas, Estado de Sao Paulo, 
Brazil 

South America 
Birthdate: Oct. 5 
Rev. and Mrs. Ken Eagleton 
Caixa Postal 273 
Campinas, Estado de Sao 
Brazil 

'South America . 
Birthdates: Mrs. Eagleton,' 

Mr. Eagleton, 
Kenny, 

Paulo, 
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Willey Reports--Cuba's 
Liberation 

As I write this, the day we have 
for seven years been waiting for has 
arrived-the liberation from the tyran 
ny of an absolute dictator. In the 
early morning hours of the first day of 
the new year the once strong man of 
Cuba with his co-laborers fled in all 
directions.. It is reported that Batista 
took with him too hundred million 
dollars of national money. This first 
day of 1959 is a day that will go' 
down in history in this Island of Cuba. 
This day has always been an im 

·portant one in the mission. Under 
very threatening conditions we have 
never suspended the convention on 
New Year's day. Though we could 
feel the pressure building up we con 
tinued with our plans to go ahead. We 
have lived under this bondage for so 
long that it didn't seem possible that 
it would soon be over, though all 
about us tragic things were happening. 
Numbers were being shot down, and 
persued like animals. The rebel forces 
were entrenched in the hills within 
sight of the mission school fightin a 
guerilla war. • 
The Lord has been so merciful 

while so near to all this no one came 
near to bother us. Airplanes were 
scouting over us continually but we 
continued in prayer that the angel of 
the Lord might encamp around us. 
Under this tense atmosphere with guns 
of army and police pointing at every 
one, our people came in small groups 
so that here at the mission the crowds 
began to grow in time for the first ser 
vice. At the close of the second mess 
age some of the rebels ran in to in 
form us that it was true·that the Dicta 
tor had fallen. There was a tremendous 
surge of national relief-our people 
shouted for joy and praised God for 
answered prayer. That was the end 
of our convention for that day. In 
town things broke lose in mad cele 
bration of joy. The prisons were open 
ed and the political prisoners ran to 
the arms of their loved ones. The 
streets were filled with shouting people 
and large trucks filled with people 
waving the flags of the revolution 
black, white, and red with the number 
26 representing the 26th of July.. 
For seven years, this people had 

forgotten how to smile, A nation was 
in mourning. Little wonder that on 

<the streets we were frequently met by 
people who embraced us and wept. 
No one could talk, we lived in con 
stant fear. But this day while there 
were,no police or malitia there was an 
amazing amount of order. The rebels 
came down from the hills to take over. 

control immediately. They were so 
bearded, dirty and tired-yet with 
courtesy and kindness that was amaz 
ing. 
A ban was placed on the sale of 

liquors throughout the entire country; 
then the general strike came on for 
four days and not even a piece of 
bread could be bought. 

While the crowds filled the streets 
with exhuberant joy the cry came to 
destroy all the gambling Casinos 
sponsored by the Batista Government. 
A mad scene was enacted--the gamb 
ling tables and wheels were thrown 
into the streets and smashed in huge 
piles and then a torch put to it. Mad 
people went from Casino to Casino 
wrecking and burning. 
There has been very little robbing 

or revenge taken as yet. Men were 
in the streets who had been cruelly 
beaten and members of their families 
murdered; yet they were waiting for 
justice to be executed. Continually 
voices on the radios are pleading for 
order with the promise that all crim 
inals within the government will be 
justly punished. The personnel of both 
police and army responsible for the 
beatings and murder have gone into 
hiding; they are afraid to face trial.. 

For the past two years we have 
been in danger and could not write 
because of the heavy censure of mails. 
Now we cari tell you of the crimes al 
most too horrible to mention. One 
friend came to me and lifted his shirt 
saying, "See how Menocal has left his 
marks on my back." Great scars were 
the full length of his chest and back. 
Menocal was one of the most cruel 
murderers under the Batista regimen 
and he was over Pinar del Rio. As I 
write, bodes are still being found that 
were buned alive by this man. At the 
last moment when he was completely 
surrounded by rebels and his wife was 
brought to beg him to surrender alive 
he killed four of the rebels and wound 
ed sixteen others. He finally yelled, 
Take that woman away or I'll kill 

her." Then he said that tanks were 
turned upon the house and before they 
could kill him he hanged himself. They 
brought his body to Pinar and put him 
in a funeral parlor. Only a group of 
rebels watched over his body that 
night. The next morning, when they 
took time to bury him ( and as the 
people say, "How decent they were to 
him") the town arose screaming "take 
him from the casket; give us just a 
piece of him"! Finally the rebel com 
mander got through and with a mike 
talked in a soft voice to the people, 
telling how proud he had been of them 
for their wonderful co-operation, then 
finally said, "This is just a dead body. 
Let's leave the vengeance in the hands 

of God." As he finished, so the eye 
witnesses told me, the multitude of 
people quietly turned and went· to 
their homes. The lady who told me 
about this is one of the most cultured 
women of this city and she admitted 
that she had to be one of the crowd. 
This shows you the depth of hate in 
the hearts of the people and only ex 
cellent, super-natural leadership can 
keep them from taking their venge 
ance. 
Fidel Castro is in march toward 

Havana. He is stopping in each capi 
tal city having trials for the criminals. 
The people are making the accusations 
and his tribunal is placing the sentenc 
es. In another article we shall tell you 
of how this very humble and simple 
man won the revolution with his 
guajiros" ( country men). He an 

nounces that he would not come to 
Havana without them. Most of them 
have never seen Havana. A great 
many cannot even read or write, but 
this highly educated man won the 
greatest battle that has ever been won 
in the Latin Americas with a group of 
simple country.farmers. This is nothing 
other than God answering prayer and 
breaking the hand of the devil who 
has had this great country under his 
heels for so long. 
The future offers us a great chal 

lenge for the Gospel. We can realize 
the value of the National Church as 
never before. Our hesitant foreign pol 
icy and lack of cooperation from the 
State Department, the arms, ammu 
nitions, tanks and planes furnished by 
the United States to the Batista gov 
ernment have greatly hurt the name 
American. Here in our city the people 
know and love us but we feared un 
less something could be' done soon this 
country was going to turn to Com 
munism, but thank God He has saved 
us from that. 

Last evening, January 5, we were in 
the city awaiting the arrival of some 
of our exiled Christians from the 
States. When they rode into the city, 
everyone went wild. Finally they were 
taken to the radio station and Manolo 
said, "We must in these days ask God 
for wisdom and guidance. I have no 
hate in my heart." He will soon ; as 
sume his responsibility as mayor-the 
office to which he was elected several 
years ago and never came to occupy. 
Many of our Christians are holding 
important positions now. Please pray 
that the Lord shall keep them humble 
and faithful to their convictions. 

We need your prayers as never be 
fore as we face the future. The Catho 
lic Church will take every opportunity 
to forge ahead but we feel that the 
Evangelicals have left their undying 

(Continued on Page 4) 


