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IF THE VOLUME numbers of the GEM have been con 
sistant with the years it has been published, this year 

begins the 41st year of publication. I am not familiar enough 
with its history to know if this be a fact or not. Anyway, this 
is the first issue of Volume 41. I really think it would be 
good to get together a running history of our State Magazine 
and would be pleased to receive facts and remembrances of 
anyone that might help piece such together. if one of our 
older subscribers would like to take on this task I would be 
happy to work with them. It is just an idea, if you would like 
this sort of material we will look forward to hearing from you. 

The past three months of working with the GEM have 
been most educational. As I mentioned in the beginning, this 
is a new experience with me. May I take my space this issue 
to offer some random thought, say "thank you," and offer 
some few words of explanation 7 

First of all, may I say the "Thank you's"? I appreciate all 
the kind things you have all written. I don't get time to write 
to each of you to say so, but I do just the same. But, even as 
I accept your notes of thoughtfulness and consideration, I 
must be honest. Most of the work of putting the GEM into 
its attractive format is done by the Printing Division of the 
National Sunday School Department in Nashville. Our GEM 
is Published there. I receive the materials you send, type it up 
in what I hope will be an acceptable form and hopefully 
grammatically correct, offer any suggestions I might especial 
ly like to see included, then send it to Nashville. The lay-out 
and all the technical work is then done there. Your GEM is 
even mailed from Nashville unless you have a Springfield 
address, then it comes through the Springfield Post Office 
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