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Righteousness'Exalteth a Nation

By Rev. Len Gardner

Approximately 356 years ago, a group of people,
having faith in God and believing His Word, yet
unable to remain true to these beliefs and raise their
children according to their beliefs where they were,
decided to do something about these cir-
cumstances. They decided to move to a new country
where they could worship God according to the
teachings of His Word. The journey would not be
easy, and there was no assurance that they would
ever reach their destination; but they had rather be
drowned in the depth of the sea than to be drowned
by the flood of false doctrine that was flooding their
homeland.

Their only hope was the God in whom they
placed their faith. Trusting in Him they started their
journey across a wide ocean in search of a new
home. God was with them, and in 1620 they landed
on the shore of a new continent. They left homes,
possessions, and friends to come to this new world.
Here they found none of these; but they did find
the one thing they were seeking, freedom to worship
God.

The struggle for survival was not easy, and many
failed to survive; but with the help of God they
established homes here in their new world.

It was from the descendants of these people, and
others that came here for reasons of freedom, that
the great nation of the United States of America was
populated. With such a heritage as this no wonder it
was the greatest Christian nation the world has ever
known.

After 150 years of growth and freedom, the
forces of Satan began to close in upon the people of
this new world, trying to take from them the
freedom that their forefathers had sacrificed and
died for. The future of their children was in
jeopardy, and men were again called upon to
sacrifice, to suffer, and to die that future genera-
tions might enjoy freedom, and have freedom to
worship God. Men suffered and died, and called

upon their God, and God gave them the victory. The
victory came only by the help of God in answer to
prayer; but God gives victory to those who trust in
Him and are willing to sacrifice and suffer for His
cause.

This was 200 years ago. This year, 1976, we
celebrate the bicentennial anniversary of American
freedom. Because of the sacrifice, the suffering, and
the faith in God of our forefathers, we have enjoyed
200 years of freedom and prosperity.

During those 200 years there have been struggles,
and at times sacrifice and bloodshec, but that faith
in God has remained steadfast; and God has allowed
freedom to remain. At one time we were engaged in
a great civil war, as Abraham Lincoln said, “Testing
whether 11is nation, or any nation so conceived and
so dedicdated can long endure.” The nation did
endure; because, although there was a disagreement
over policies and principles, both sides still held to
that faith in God upon which our country was
established. It is that dedication to God that has
kept the United States of America strong, and the
strength of America will continue in proportion to
the way we exercise our faith in God.

In 1 Samuel 15:17 God, speaking through His
prophet Samuel, said: “When thou wast little in
thine own sight, wast thou not made the head of the
tribes of Israel, and the LORD anointed thee king
over Israel?”

Our Lord said, “For whosoever exalteth himself
shall be abased, and he that humbleth himself shall
be exalted ” Luke 14:11.

When the United States of America was weak and
humble before God, God exalted her to a great
nation.

I say with humble heart that America has been
the greatest Christian nation the world has ever
known, and I am proud to be an American. I am
truly thankful for our forefathers that sacrificed and
died that we might live in this great nation. Wi
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But I must also say, and with sgd heart,. that
America is not now the Christian na.thn that it hgs
been. There are still many good Chrlstlaq people in
America that trust in the Lord, gnd Ibell.eve that is
why the Lord still blesses America. But, In general,
the actions and attitudes of the American people are
not as Christian as those of our.forefathers. '

That faith in God is growing Yvea'ker. We fl.nd
more and more people even questioning the'e).(lst-
ence of God. I am sorry to say that we as Chrl_stlans
have failed to impress upon the people the reality of
Cthsf;.os 6:1 says, “Woe to them that are at ease in
Zion, and trust in the mountain of Samaria, which
are named chief of the nations, to whom the house

srael came.”’
()f\ll\slgiftl CZ‘imerica has been during these last 200
years was due to the accomphshmer}ts of our
forefathers. What America is now, and will be in the
years ahead depends upon you and' me. _

This year as we celebrate tbe bicentennial of the
American Revolution, we again stand at the Cross-
roads. The road that America takgs now W1_ll
determine her future. We must havg revwal. now or it
may soon be too late. belie.ve thls'year is the year
for revival in America. 1 believe t.hls year .of 1976
will determine the future of America. We will either

turn back to God in 1976, or we v\_/ill Cross Goda:
deadline and reap His judgments. This year is a ye .
when the future of freedom and Chnstlath_h?ngs
in the balances. It is a time that we as Chrls!sl'ate
need to be much in prayer. It is a time to rededlcaur
our lives to the Lord. The sincere prayer Of\koto
hearts should be that America might turn bac
God.

“If my people, which are called by my rliargl‘;’
shall humble themselves, and pray, and see 0T
face, and turn from their wicked ways; then wi 1l
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and W
heal their land »” 2 Chronicles 7:14. —

Revival costs. It costs money; it costs tlme_,d b
costs tears; it costs energy; it sometimes costs prl to,
but it is worth whatever it costs. f}re we willing

ay the price for revival in America? )
P 3II\IabotL;l told King Ahab, “The Lord fgrbld that I
should sell the inheritance of my fathers. _

We the people of the United States of Am ay
have a wonderful heritage. Let’s keep it that ‘g’ .
That can only be done by humble, sincere pray
and faith in God, and dedicated Christian living.
About the writer: Rev. Len Gardner has pastored several churches in

i ; o . tly serving
Missouri and has been active in the state work. H‘e is presently
as general board member of the Niangua Association.
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CHURCHES
PEOPLE AND EVENTS

Good News From Grace

Mrs. Bob Denman, church reporter, writes that
several things have taken place at Grace recently.
The teens Sweetheart Banquet and Cornation was in
February. The new queen for the year is Deneise
Howard. The teens raised over six hundred dollars
for a project at church.

The last Sunday in February was a very enjoyable
day with the New Life Singers from Hillsdale
College and lunch being served at church.

The revival services held in April with Brother
Dale Skiles was a blessing to the church with several
decisions and renewed interest in the church. .

The church is thankful for the increase in
attendance and trusts the Lord for His continued
blessings. Rev. Glen Rehkop is the pastor.

Special Mother’s Day Service
At New Life

The New Life Free Will Baptist Church at
Licking, Missouri, enjoyed a special Mother’s Day
service on Sunday evening. Mrs. Sadie Miles, from
Raymondsville, Missouri, was the special speal_{er
and presented a very informative and interesting
message. Mrs. Miles is a long time resident of that
area and is well known for her love for th¢ Lord.
Her wit and humor always adds something special to
her conversation. .

The state promotional secretary and Gem editor,
Rev. Clarence Burton, was present at the service and
gave a report on the state work.

The service was a blessing to the church with the
mothers forming the choir and directing the pro-
gram. Mrs. Aline Hoylman is president of the
Woman’s Auxiliary.

The pastor, Rev. Max Courtney, gave a welcome
report to the church regarding money that has been
given in response to purchasing new church fur-
niture. In just two months the people had responded
with $1,196.00.

The Lord is blessing the labor of the New Life
Church. Rev. & Mrs. Max Courtney are laboring well
with the church and enjoying a fruitful ministry.

Mother’s Day at New Life

Parkview Rejoices

Church reporter, Mrs. Leonard, states: “The Lord
is truly blessing the Parkview Church. Since our last
report nine people have united with the church, and
on Sunday, April 25, the pastor baptized six people
in the new baptistry.” She also reports that Nick
Leonard received his Bachelor of Arts degree from
the Free Will Baptist Bible College and he and his
wife will be moving to the Virgin Islands. He will be
teaching in the Christian Day School that is a part of
the Free Will Baptist work on the islands.

Building At Stockton Nears Completion

Rev. and Mrs. Lavelle Reeves are shown standing
in front of the nearly completed building at
Stockton, Missouri. Brother Reeves staves that the
building will be in use, hopefully, by July. The new
building will compliment the beautiful site located
near the Stockton Lake. This mission project is a
work of the Central Western Association.

Rock Chapel
Church Made Of People and Faith

Rock Chapel, the name tells what the building is
made of. It doesn’t tell what the church is made
of—people and their faith. Also, their hard work,
devotion to worship, and concern for youth. All are
a part of the story of Rock Chapel Free Will Baptist
Church. The church is located on E Highway
between Norwood and Hartville. The church was
organized September 24, 1938. The first worship
services were held in the old Owens School House.

The members of the church believed from the
start that the future of the church and the commu-
nity depends on the character and strength of the
youth. Therefore, Rock Chapel has had one ¢ the
most complete programs for young people of any
church in the area. It has paid dividends for the
church, with a continuing membership and a willing
congregation.

In the summer of 1975 the church employed its
first fulltime pastor, Rev. Howard Bowers. The
Bowers family moved into a sixty-five foot mobile

home on the spacious, park-like church ground.
Editor’s note: The above article is an excerpt from a community
paper. This church has a fine history and is continuing to do well as
Rev. and Mrs. Bowers enjoy a fruitful ministry.

Rock Chapel Free Will Baptist Church




Michael Robertson With The Lord

Erma Austin of Pleasant Grove (Cope) Church
writes: Michael Robertson, age fifteen, went to be
with the Lord March 21, 1976. He was a very active
member of the Bible Bowl Team at the time of his
death and had always been involved in competitive
activities at the church.

Michael was a victim of cancer, having had a leg
amputated April 15, 1975. He had been an active
Christian since April, 1972. He talked freely of
going to be with the Lord and living in a place of no
sickness.

The church will greatly miss this one whom the
Lord called home but will find comfort in knowing
he is happy in the Savior’s care.

Funeral services were conducted at the church
March 25, 1976.

The Singing Jones Family

Evangelist Stanley Jones writes: “To be saved is a
wonderful experience. But one of the greatest joys
of being saved is seeing someone else saved too.”
Brother Jones continues by telling about a boy who
made an attempt to steal some of their equipment
and was later saved in one of their services. He
stresses this thought: Only Jesus can change a life
and make it clean and right with God.

The Singing Jones Family extends an open
invitation to everyone to attend their services as
they travel from place to place. They may be
contacted by this address and telephone: Route No.
2, Cabool, Missouri or 417-741-7198.

Glorious Day At Cuba Church

Easter Sunday, April 18, was a glorious day at the
Cuba Church. The church reporter mentions several
reasons. A new attendance record was set in Sunday
school with 143, and 174 attended the morning
worship. The Sunday school superintendent and the
pastor had to eat chicken and sing “I'll Fly Away”’
sitting on the roof of the church. It was evident the
Lord blessed in the services and is continuing to
bless the church. Reverend Grover Pingleton is the
pastor and Brother Bob Luke is the superintendent.

Cuba Free Will Baptist Church
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Hillbillies and Older Americans

Sue Winchester of the South Side Church submits
this title and article. A contest was recently held to
increase the CTS and prayer meeting attendance.
The CTS and prayer meeting groups had two
captains, one for the “homefolks” or blues, and one
called the “kinsmen” or the reds. As a finale to this
endeavor a hillbilly social was held. Each person was
asked to dress in “Hillbilly garb.” The ‘“homefolks”
team won. The highlight of the evening was a
yawning contest and a pot and pan band under the
direction of Maestro Francis.

At a later date the Woman’s Auxiliary sponsored
a banquet for the “Older Americans” of our church.
The pastor, Reverend Robert Francis, brought an
excellent devotion using the story of the twelve
spies who went into Cannan.

So many times the elders of a church may not be
“shut-in” but they may feel “shut-out.” The South
Side Church does not want this group to feel their
work is finished. Remember us in prayer that we
may continue to minister to the needs of our
community.

Special Days At Fellowship

Mrs. Betty Reeves church reporter writes: Hor_ne-
coming Day at Fellowship was just a little preview
of the “Great Homecoming” which we are all
looking forward to. In looking back over past years,
it was on March 16, 1946 that seventy-five people
gathered in an old store building on Buckley Street
in Flat River, Missouri. Their purpose was to begin a
church. Now some thirty years later a church is
dedicated to the purpose of preaching and teaching
the Word of God.

On Homecoming Day there were three hundred
forty-two present for Sunday school. At the morn-
ing worship letters were read from former pastors,
and Reverend Stanley Outlaw delivered the morning
message. Lunch was served in the educational
building and the Froud Trio presented special music
for the afternoon service. Also, the ‘“original” girls
chorus presented several songs, along with the
“Choraliers.” A group of primary boys and girls sang
and gave recitations.

There were nineteen charter members present for

Charter Members of Fellowship Free Will Baptist Church




both morning and afternoon services. These are not
included in the picture but were present: Eugene
Brooks, Glenda Sherrill, Norma Ruth Williams, and
Edna Ruth Meyers.

The church recently elected Reverend Grant
Saverance from Timmonsville, South Carolina, as
pastor.

Successful Revival At Niangua

Revival services were held at the Niangua Free
Will Baptist Church April 21 through April 28. A
very successful revival was reported with sixteen
conversions and rededications. Brother Michael
Hutsell was the evangelist, The Liberty Boys Gospel
Group sang nightly. Brother Ernie Holiday is the
pastor.

Missions and Evangelism Conference,
September 27-29

The Missouri State Home Missions Board in
connection with the National Home Mission and
Church Extension Board has scheduled a Missions
and Evangelism Conference September 27-29. Serv-
ices will begin on Monday evening and continue
through Wednesday noon. This conference will be
held at the First Free Will Baptist Church in
Farmington, Missouri. Special workshops will be
held for the Sunday schools with goals of 100, 200,
300, and 400. (It has been noted that these specific
goals have been given little attention, with the
emphasis on a much higher goal.) One of the
featured speakers will be Rev. Connie Cariker,
pastor of the West Tulsa Free Will Baptist Church.
More information will be forthcoming. Rev. Jim
McAllister is pastor of the Farmington Church.
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POCRVIBNE o v vinn s e wie @ &80 58 50 570N 3% 5968 IR S § 5 F 0w e 50.00
Bethell il st s o et re s f e s eIk e o, IS 175.36
TOTAL COOPERATIVE RECEIPTS ........ccvvvnnn $8,920.52

We are grateful as always for the blessings from the Lord.
Please make checks to and mail to Missouri Association
of Free Will Baptists, P. O. Box 991, Lebanon, MO 65536

MISSOURI STATE HOME MISSION GIVING:
April 5 through May 5, 1976

MYIRIE oo ey b 6 i 5 mims 506 8 1k ¥ 518 <alier & Som B e e & e 8 a6 gpoie § 54.26
South Fremont . ......cccveemmeccrenssvnesnnsnansns 316.00
BOIROIOY 5.5 civc viv s 5 7 965 58 R0 E 40K 8 T8RS E B REEATY § Bk A S 50.00
RO s e R Fe s ra S0 e L e 508 & AT S B Sy M @ = 50.00
BEUBIE & 5 6.0 55 505 ¥ 500 8 Bides 5ok 6 000 8 Bu B AF B 900 a8 & T SRYE B G R 20.00
NBOSRO: i u & 5 vuisis ¥ aied wim s oils: v e e #ie 8 60d 61608 § 08 B & w14 @l & s 5.00
PRSEICOMEBRNN p i il Mol ol el 5 e 81 ol 9 0 S B BB 40.00
DIBSOTO! a5 swim 5 ale = 5 8 SIA 6 5 SIS 84558 b 80 & S B R 100.00
Evelyn Cheatham ... o s ve s wim s 55 sovms s 5o waees s s snsgnes 10.00
Mo. State Woman’s AUX. ..o vvevnnnnnnneeieennnnnnnnn 158.84
O8I FHIL & 555 56 5 555 5550 5 518 5090008 9060 5 105 3 508 5016 S0 80w 5 o8 SR & 25.00
SOUTH STAB 5. & vwesiuyssamsnrs s ws s o 516 B bisbiss (v 160w (s winija iat o ta1 5 4 2a 0 w8 5.00
St Francois COuOIY. MEG. + vin s irie 5 aie misi 7 s 005 505 5 5557 #0878 58 335 90.00
VTBUBN ¢ & wom s-imons w165 % 6 5 0 & % 5§ S0 & B0 & S8 08 LK 619 ERlE € @ 30.00
IPARTCN L siiee oo » tmsieigs Fiew s ifds vl roviar s iui v itk o s o e G o o o i g ik P 11.00
PElOWENID v 5 55 5 50 f0im 5 0w #3505 5l 55508 S0 5 90 3 5061 5 B 5 & & A0S e 23.00
INBVY FIOIYI & 50 5 50w m 550 65w 8 0 e mtes & 4 T & 40 50 W B e W 10.00
FOUTER: « s win v mieos im0 oo 6 e iiw m wcow am » e o & mim o ioom m o o mil 27.13
COMTAL 55 55 5 5v 5505 & 506 S8 45 8 SRSI87 5 10 & 0l Sl W 570 ¥ R 20.00
NVACTOTY & 1a s slim ey s 4os, b5 o0 6 5 & oo Wooen § 0008 i ¥ ko g dl 40.50
WVESE PYAINS. o »inie s 0o wmi o oiies o mrstonimin: = orie n oo m vwsin o) & e aoani & wia = 45 70.00
Caps GirdardebU 5 a5+ a5 5w s ok & 575 55502 D15 AL S 508 eareie T s 13.85
BRFOBN s e s s Son i m ke g et E G e s e R e e i 20.00
(0115773 ST RSP, | A B 225.00
MBIOBN 55 i » 500 ok aa 0 A a0 B ki 8 50 A 306 VB 50 5w 3 50 92.00
FredeniolktOVIN s & & .o wieis Slshe 16 & vl 5 @6 408 o & 5 0 shos I8 4oy s 5.00
TIRBYOF s« w0 vre & ain ) wmt 4 ol & wimy o b )56 4 6ranie o1 0] RO i RN B AR 59.00
SWIBINB a4 WL 808 = Beotiin (o w WK W 5o KA 2 8 TR A 5 0% 7 SUREDG B s 25.00
FAGUSTON & & 50s o0 %ir 5 ues & 5ot o w3005 Sl B 63608 st dosn s % & WUGIS miaarolatiysed 50.00
Cooperative RECRIPLS .+ . v v vt ie et et e e et enenns 1,784.10
g (o) - | T R S P PO e R P Wiy 1 F 3,429.68
Secretary-Treasurer

Rev. Lawrence Thompson
3416 N. Bellefontaine
Kansas City, Missouri 64117



On The National Front

Nashville, Tenn.—United States Congressman,
John B. Conlan of Arizona will join three Free Will
Baptist preachers in addressing the 40th annual
session of the National Association of Free Will
Baptists, dJuly 11-15 in Tulsa, Oklahoma. The
theme: Fanning the Flames Of Freedom.

The format for this year’s conclave includes some
changes. Registration for the national convention
begins on Sunday afternoon. The National Youth
Conference is also advancing its registration one day
to Saturday, July 10, beginning at 1:00 p.m. This
move is necessary since the youth competitive
activities will begin on Sunday at 2:00 p.m.

Tulsa’s Mayo Hotel will serve as the headquarters
for the convention. A complete listing of hotel-
motel accommodations being utilized for this
meeting will appear in the April and May issues of
the Contact magazine.

Advance tickets for all meal functions of the
National Association except the Youth Banquets
may be obtained by using the request form which is
given in the May issue of the Contact.

SPEAKERS:

JOHN B. CONLAN
U.S. Congressman
Arizona

WINFORD FLOYD

Pastor,
First Free Will Baptist Church
Elizabethton, Tennessee

ROBERT SHOCKEY

General Director,

National Home Missions Dept.
Nashville, Tennessee

WADE JERNIGAN
President,

California Christian College
Fresno, California

CTS Offers New Quarterly Magazine

Teen Encounter a new quarterly magazine for
junior high teens will be offered for the 1976
summer quarter. The new magazine will contain
thirteen weeks of programming material, as well as
feature articles of special interest to young teens.
The magazine will sell for $1.00 with a separate
leader’s guide selling for $.60.

Free Will Baptist Bible College
Graduates Eighty-Four

The largest graduating class in Free Will Baptist
Bible College history received degrees in commence-
ment exercises May 13. Dr. Bill Jones, president of
Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College, delivered the
commencement address and Rev. Ronald Creech,
promotional director for North Carolina, preached
the Baccalaureate Sermon.

The following students from Missouri received
degrees; Bachelor of Arts, Diane L. Chapman,
Marshfield, Missouri; Ken Fox, Kansas City, Mis-
souri; Nicholas J. Leonard, Desloge, Missouri; and
Charolette A. Tallent, St. Louis, Missouri. The
Christian Worker’s Bible Diploma was presented to
Yvonne H. Thigpen, St. Louis, Missouri.

COOPERATIVE DISBURSEMENTS

APRIL 1976

20.00% Missouri State Home Missions .. ........ $1,784.10
16.25% Promotional Dept. .. .......... ... 1,449.58
A4.00% General Fund , ..c 0. .rorsvrnissssmisspid 356.82
B5.50% Youth (Camp s e oo b s b s oo e b s ud e 490.63
2.50% GeM e v v v vvenoanocianosonnceneensons 223.01
1:75% Stnday 'School BUICTS . sw « 555 wmse o5 s olen 156.11
2.00% MIBY v s aiss 5.0 55 6 o6 s siim &5 8 5 780 % mim s wio s 5 8w s 8 178.42

B52% vttt e $4,638.67

7:00%; Hillsdale/Collete - s smas s s @5 s mm o w68 jor e sk overs i i 624.44
13.00% Foreign MissSions .. .......uveeeeenenn. 1,159.67
9.00% FPWBBIC o cov o100 s suei 001 96805 Bsi & 508 555 8 0esd 50 5.8 802.85
7.00% Executive Department . ...........oneu. 624.44
6.50% National Home Missions . ............... 579.83
2:50% BS ; civvsim s 56w s 05 ¢ 51605 10510 = si6 5 & 59 5 223.01
2.50% Retirementand Ins. .. ..........ounnnn. 223.10
28% LAYMEN'S BOAU . 5. v wus: o dos b m 5 50w 5 515 5605 Big s 0 & 22.30
.25% Theological Commission .........co0c0un. 22.30

41% National Associationof FWB . ............. 3,657.41

Total DisbUrSBIBILS - o ¢ sue s srss 5 6wt 3 506 8P F ook 5 Fomnis o, & $8,920.52

The Laborers Are Few
By Diane Evans

The laborers are few for the task of our Lord,

Few seek true peace, and take up the sword.

So many are lost and wandering about,

Stumbling thru life, knowing only fear and doubt.
Someone must help these scattered sheep;

Who being lost must surely weep.

We must tell them the wonderful story of love,

How Jesus left His home from above.

If we could help them to know the love of God,

Let them see Calvary’s road that Jesus trod.

Then another soul can be won to the Lord,

And the soul winner shall receive his reward.

Though the harvest be plenteous and the laborers be
few,

God can use each one if to Him we’ll be true.



Promotional
Secretary’s
Corner .. ...

April is the first month of another year for the
Missouri State Association. The Lord surely blessed
the past year and we trust His blessings on this
ministry throughout this year. How wonderful to be
able to claim the promises of God and know that He
will not fail to keep each one.

Let us remember that this ministry is one in
which the entire state can and should share. It is
only as we give and labor together that we can reap
the full benefit of our united efforts. May the Lord
bless the churches that are so faithful in sharing in
this united plan of support; may each church
continue to give and increase the giving that more
souls can be brought to Jesus and that more
churches can be established for the glory of God.

As always, the churches I visit are so warm and
friendly. I thank the Lord for the many fine pastors
and church families. How wonderful to be able to
fellowship in the Lord and to enjoy a bond of unity
that is made possible through the Holy Spirit. May
the Lord bless the faithful pastors and churches
throughout the state and throughout our denomina-
tion.

Inasmuch as there is a lot of church news for this
issue of the Gem 1 will list without comment the
churches I have had the privilege of visiting.
Saturday, April 3, Cave Springs Quarterly Meeting
Sunday Morning, April 4, Norman Church
Sunday Evening, April 4, Byrd Free Will Baptist
Church
Saturday, April 10, Madison County Quarterly Meet-
ing
Sunday Morning, April 11, Mill Creek Free Will
Baptist Church
Sunday Evening, April 11, First Free Will Baptist
Church, Fredericktown
Friday, April 16, Christian Board of Education
Easter Sunday, First Free Will Baptist Church,
Lebanon
Saturday Morning, April 24, St. Louis Quarterly
Meeting
Saturday Afternoon, April 24, St. Francois Quar-
terly Meeting
Sunday Morning, April 25, Verdella Free Will Baptist
Church
Sunday Evening, April 25, First Free Will Baptist,
Joplin

Again, may the Lord bless this work as we share
in a worldwide ministry for Him.

Please make all checks payable to and mail to
Missouri State Association, P.O. Box 991, Lebanon,
Missouri, 65536.

4 %I{I“ai?ed Sarah

by Wilma Barr

How I admire Sarah! I see her as a beautiful,
elegant princess (as her name suggests), an intelligent
and gracious lady. She loved her husband very much
and had a deep abiding faith in God. Sarah was
surrounded with luxuries, servants, and an exciting
social life. But when God called Abraham to leave
his homeland, his kindred, and comfortable way of
life, Sarah willingly went with him. It seemed that
she shared his faith in God in that she was willing to
go, not knowing where but believing that God was
able to keep His promise. It was quite a promise.
Abraham was to be the father of a great nation and
yet at this time he and Sarah had no children.

How many of us would be willing to make such a
drastic change in our lives? If a move is made it
usually means a better job with a more comfortable
way of life for the family. It is usually upsetting to
the children and, of course, to mom and dad, but
the future house and neighborhood has already been
selected and this helps to soften the hurt of moving.
To be sure most moves today would not compare to
the move Abraham and Sarah were asked to make.

I wonder how many men have been cheated out
of the best God had for them because they did not
listen to God’s “go.” And, how many more because
their wives said, no. Yes, I admire Sarah because she
was willing to let Abraham be the man God wanted
him to be, even though it meant a sacrifice on her
part.

The speaker, at a retreat I attended, asked us,
“Have you ever looked at yourself in the mirror and
thought, my nose is a wee bit too long, or my eyes
should be just a little bit larger—I look pretty good
but ....” Of course everyone nodded yes. (Scouts
honor, men, I’'m sure as you shave that handsome
face each morning, you’ve had a very simila
thought.) Then the speaker said, “Oh really? You
think God made a mistake. Perhaps you could
improve on His work.” I said that to say this. I
believe that one of the greatest needs among
Christians today is to see ourselves as we are and
accept that which we are as God’s creation. Then,
allowing the Holy Spirit to lead us and direct us to
do the work God wants us to do. We must give to
God our talents, recognize our failures, and be
willing to share our faith in Christ with everyone
with whom we come in contact. We must love Him
more than comfortable new homes and shiny new
cars. Surely we believe that one lost soul is more
precious than the world’s material goods. Don’t get
me wrong. I believe God wants His children to enjoy
life, but we should not cheat ourselves out of the
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best God has for us. The best comes from knowing,
loving, and serving Him.

Yes, I admire Sarah. I admire her for her faith and
for the fact that she recognized she could make
mistakes. (I can identify with her on that, can’t
you?) She made a mistake in thinking God would
not give her a child as He had promised. She tried to
get ahead of God and it created some problems, as it
usually does. But before we get too critical of Sarah,
let’s remember that it had been many years before
that God had made the promise to Abraham and
both he and Sarah were getting older. Sarah had to
learn patience. She did. And, at the appointed time,
God kept His promise and gave to them the child He
promised. Yes, God always keeps His promise. He
always has and He always will.

It took a lifetime, a long lifetime, but I believe
that Sarah finally became the woman God intended
and planned. How many of us (yes Christians) will

waste a lifetime never bothering to try to be the
person God wants us to be? I believe a good way to
begin is to use Ephesians 5:19-33 and 6:1-4 as
instructions from God to guide our family rela-
tionship. This is a must before we can become the
person God wants us to be. I say bah-humbug to
Woman’s Lib!!

We should be thankful that we are who we are
and we should be willing to use the talent and
ability that God has given to us as a means of being
a witness for Christ. God can and will use our efforts
to accomplish His will and purpose in each one of
our lives. Let’s just let Him do it! (Ephesians
4:11-16, Living Bible).

About the writer: Wilma Barr is a housewife and mother of two girls.
She is employed part-time as an instructor in computer programming.

The Barr Family are members of the First Free Will Baptist Church of
Berkeley,
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In the home of a devout Christian father hung this motto: “But

as for me and my house, we

will serve the Lord” (Josh. 24:15). The motto was most meaningful to the father. He prayed
daily that each one of his children would be saved. In time, each child was genuinely converted
except the oldest son. He persistently refused to come to Christ. As the father and son sat alone
one day in the room where the motto was displayed, the father said, “‘I cannot and will not be a
liar any longer. You are a member of my household. You reject Christ, and will not serve Him. |
must add the following words to the motto: ‘Except Henry!” It hurts me to do this, my boy, for
[ dearly love you and yearn for your conversion!" The tender concern of the father so touched
the son that he knelt and prayed the salvation-bringing prayer: “God be merciful to me a sinner!”

Then the home was unanimously Christian!
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—W.B.K.



\/\/6)1’2’28\1’2’3 I%\ge

NEWS FROM A LOCAL AUXILIARY

A Mother-Daughter Banquet was held May 10, at
the First Free Will Baptist Church of Lebanon,
Missouri. The theme of the banquet was “Mothgrs
Through History,” with the fellowship hall being
decorated in red, white, and blue. Mrs. Edna Rabe
made four cakes in the shape of the American Flag,
and the men of the church served as waiyers. The
program was in two portions. The first portion was a
historical look at some of the mothers. in Amerlcan
History who had an influence on their thldren or
on American History. The second portion of the
program was given by Mrs. Joan Hart. In her part of
the program she showed how certain Biblical women
had influenced their children. She and her daughtgr
Mila Jo, sang “I’'m Something Special,” by Bill
Gaither. At the close of the program three flower
arrangements were given to the oldest, youngest,
and the mother with the most children.' The
Auxiliary also presented our outgoing president,
Mrs. Barbara Call, with an Open Bible. The picture
pelow are the ladies who were in the program. They
are: front row, Stacey and Kathy Florence, and
Melinda and Leigh Anne Engsberg. Back row left to
right: Pansy Shannon (Betsy Ross), Debbie Fincher
(Dolly Madison), Vivian Burton (Martha
Washington) Janet Florence (Nancy Lincoln), Beth

Florence (Elenore Roosevelt), and Gloria Engsberg
(Colonial Woman).

Reports From District Auxiliaries

In February, the St. Francois District Auxiliary
met at the Fellowship Church in Flat River, Mo. The

program was entitled “CHRISTMAS IN FEB-
RUARY” and a Christmas theme was carried out in
the decorations and refreshments. A special song
sung by the Woman’s Ensemble from the
Farmington Church was entitled ‘“Sounds of Love.”
Mrs. Mary Grieshaber presented an object lesson as
she trimmed a Christmas tree. She explained how
each ornament could be used to tell the Christmas
story. The main thought was “unless you see the
Cross overshadowing the Cradle, you have lost the
true meaning of Christmas.” A slide presentation of
scenes from the life of Christ were spotlighted
during the program with a cross placed where a
shadow fell across the scenes. Speakers from the
churches presented the life of Christ from the
announcement to Mary until His return. As the last
slide was shown of Christ returning in the clouds of
glory, a trumpet blast was played. The State Home
Missions Offering was presented by each Auxiliary
in a Christmas decorated form. The Fellowship
offering was made by Mrs. Janet Bailey. She made a
money tree and placed it on red velvet encasing it in
an antique white picture frame. The base of the
tree was a $20 bill with the body of the tree being
made of folded $1.00 bills. The star was a silver
half-dollar, the balls were shiny quarters, and the
tensel was made of polished copper pennies. The
next meeting will be held in May at the
Fredericktown Church.

The St. Louis District Woman’s Auxiliary met
Tuesday evening, March 23, at the Grace Free Will
Baptist Church in Arnold, Missouri, for a very
special program honoring a very special lady. Mrs.
Jean Francis, district president, compiled the pro-
gram, “Tribute to a Gracious Lady” in honor of
Mrs. Lucille Beatty. Mrs. Wilma Barr served as the
program emcee. Words of praise and honor were
paid to Mrs. Beatty by Audrey Mungel, Miriam
Wilhite, Sue Winchester, Barbara Harwell, Jean
Francis, and Mrs. Beatty’s pastor, Rev. Glenn

Rekhop. At the close of the program, a plaque was
presented to Mrs. Beatty which reads as follows: “In
appreciation to a Co-Laborer (Lucille Beatty) for
her dedication and faithful service to the St. Louis
District Woman’s Auxiliary, March 23, 1976.”
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