i :l:_// —— -
o s
2 r ol




CHURCH Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May dJune July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov.

Bethel 88 90 94 109 94 90 100 99 107 106 114
Byrd 37
Copper Mines 75 84 71 83 83 81 83 85 95 84 73 74
Cuba 106 110 112 120 112 105 116 105

DeSoto 158 163 171 164 175 154 140 143 152 145 165 161
Farmington 266 275 285 342 339 309 329 358 366 402 338
Fellowship 325

First Mission, Kansas City 49 40 34 24 25 28 19 23 30 32
Fourth 144 152 215 150 135 164 108 135 148 172 158
Grant Avenue 109 116 113 121 103 127 134

Hazel Creek 50 50 62 77 76 84

Jones Chapel 101

Leadington 72 70 81 82

Lebanon, First 147 149 162 181 165 156 164 143 137 152 152 154
Mt. Grove, First 267 266 267 274 282 251

Myrtle 62 56 58 53 60 71

Richwoods 35 30 30 31 34 30 31 30 33 35 32 41
Salem 39 38 30 48 37 32 32

South Side 192 178 176 222 189 177 152 149 168

Thayer 163 159 179 167 181

Trinity 224 243 240 214 197 163

Victory 165 213 200

Willow Springs 100 115 112 113 126 116 133 118 115 120 117

All items for publication must be in the hands of the editor no /ater than the 15th of the month preceding
the issue month.

Publication and Business Office: 303 West Commercial, Lebanon, Missouri 65536

Clarence Burton, editor

Address all correspondence relating to the GEM, including subscription and mailing information to the above address.

Woman's Auxiliary news may be mailed to Shirley Bowden, 303 West Commercial, Lebanon, MO 65536.

The sermons and articles published in the GEM represent the personal views of the authors and not necessarily the views and policies of the
Missouri State Association of Free Will Baptists or of the editor.

All items for publication must be in the hands of the editor no later than the 15th of the month preceding the issue month.

Subscription Rates: Single subscription, $2.50 per year, cash in advance. Church Plan: $2.00 per year consisting of five subscriptions or more.
The Church Plan will continue until it is canceled by the church.

Second Class Postage paid at Lebanon, MO and at additional mailing offices.

Postmaster: Send form 3579 to the Free Will Baptist GEM, P.O. Box 991, Lebanon, MO 65536.
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by Millard Sasser

There seems to be a problem which is prevalent
among some Christians. The specific problem to
which I refer is that of understanding and enjoying
Biblical spirituality. It seems that many folk think
that being spiritual, or having the “spirit,” is the
same as having a certain kind of emotional expe-
rience and a display of emotions. Also, many think
of spirituality as having certain kinds of experiences.
People who have this idea of spirituality are also
often hard to satisfy in their Christian life. They
think of a church service where there is no great
emotional outbursts as being ‘‘dead,” ‘“‘unspiritual,”
or “cut and dried”’; perhaps some other such title
may be given the service. It is also usually someone
else’s fault, not theirs. Another thing to notice
about these kinds of persons is that they are often
the ones who cannot seem to find a consistent way
of life. They may well be on top of the world on a
given Sunday morning, but by Wednesday night
they are not committed enough to Christ and His
church to join with the rest of the body of Christ in
prayer meeting. They want to be spiritual but will
not commit themselves to service in the local
church.

Thus the question arises; What is Biblical spir-
ituality? And how can one become that kind of
spiritual person? It must be pointed out that only
Biblical spirituality is true spirituality.

First, spirituality that is godly is a “plan of life.”
Romans 8:1 tells us: “There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”
Note, that one who is “in Christ”’—that is—one who
has been born again, is no longer under the
condemnation of the wrath of God. If one has
Christ he also has the Holy Spirit. At this point
Romans 8:9 and 10 records, “But ye are not in the
flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of
God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And if Christ be in
you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit
is life because of righteousness.”” The Spirit of God
produces life as a result of righteousness in one’s
life. He also produces that righteousness. True
Biblical spirituality is first a ‘““plan of life’’—a plan of
right living before God.

Secondly, spirituality is a ‘“walk of life.”

X3

Returning to Romans 8:1 we note that it is for
those who “walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit.”” A church congregation may be emotional
and also be spiritual. We must clearly understand
that salvation does deeply affect our emotions. We
must also be acutely aware of the fact that one’s
spirituality is never measured by his emotions. One’s
spirituality is not measured by the noise he makes
(or the lack of noise). The one true measure of one’s
spiritual condition is that of his day-by-day life
before God in the world. In John 19:15 we have the
record of the crowd who shouted to Pilate about
Jesus, “Away with him, away with him, crucify
him.” No person (saved or lost) in his right mind
would say that this crowd was spiritual; however,
they were surely emotional. Now to be completely
fair we readily thank God for Philippians 4:4 where
we are commanded to: ‘“Rejoice in the Lord alway:
and again [ say, Rejoice.” The point to remember
here is that one person’s rejoicing may take on a
different form than another’s. True rejoicing comes

‘as a result of a true day-by-day experience of

walking with Jesus.

Thirdly, being spiritual means ‘‘commitment to
Jesus Christ.”” If you will read Romans 8:5-13 you
will find that one becomes spiritual by—and only
by—committing himself to Jesus Christ. One may
travel the world over; he may jump from one church
to another; he may have every kind of experience
(good and bad) the flesh can possibly have. How-
ever, unless he commits himself—turns his life over
to—sells himself out to Jesus Christ as LORD for his
life, all he will have had is an experience. He will
never, under those circumstances, be satisfied with
his Christian life. Having the Spirit of God is not a
particular experience; it is a daily dying to self and
living in Christ. Paul said, “I am crucified with
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth
in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I
live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave himself for me.” There we find the formula
for being spiritual.

Finally, to be spiritual is to be obedient to God
through obeying His Holy Word. To try to be
spiritual without doing what God says in His Word is
like trying to learn to swim without getting in the
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water. It is impossible! If one harbors ill will, is not
faithful to his church, will not tithe, does not
regularly study God’s Word, uses bad language, tells
half-truths, is not honest in his dealings with others,
along with other such things about which the Bible
speaks, that person is not spiritual and cannot be
spiritual as long as he continues in them. Again, to
say that one is spiritual but that he has no
responsibility to involve himself in a constructive
way in the ministry of his local church is to
misunderstand the concept of being a spiritual
person. If one has been born again, he is a member
of the Body of Christ. If he does not work in the
Body of Christ where God has given him a gift to
work, he will, in fact, hinder the work of Christ. Can
a person be spiritual and at the same time hinder
God’s work? There are those who have been given
the gift of teaching that have given up their position
of teaching to “wait on God” and find out what He
“wants them to do.” That is not spiritual; that is
childish. God always wants us to use the gifts He has
given us.

It makes no difference the kind of experiences
one may have; unless he is obeying the Word of God
he is not spiritual. Space does not permit the full

quotation of the following Scripture references,
however, each of them shows the necessity of doing
what the Bible teaches. Look them up and study
them (Galatians 5:17-26; 2 Timothy 2:15; Hebrews
10:25; Romans 8:1-17).

Some may ask, “What is this? Is it an effort to
discredit and destroy warm, fervent services in our
churches? Is it an effort to do away with emotional
displays in the church?” Noj; a thousand times, No!
But it is an earnest plea to children of God
everywhere that we allow God to work himself out
in each life according to His specific way. May we
never be guilty of judging those who may not react
to the working of God’s Spirit in their lives as we
react to His working in our own lives. However, let
us determine that our living and doctrine is Biblical.
Then we shall be Spirit controlled. There is not one
shortcut to spirituality.

About the writer: Rev. Millard Sasser is the pastor of the Fourth Free
Will Baptist Church in St. Louis, Missouri. He is actively involved in
state and national work. At present he is serving on the Missouri
Christian Board of Education and was recently appointed to the
Graduate Studies Committee.

COOPERATIVE DISBURSEMENTS
November, 1976

20.00% Missouri State Home Missions . ...... $2,209.31
16.25% Promotional Department . ........... 1,795.06
400% Ceneral Fund . ..o oneisinmsssiiissa 441.86
5.50% Youth Camp . . . ... iiinnann. 607.56
200K GBI 5o v i D et Sad B Bidl § 9198 & 0% 276.16
1.76% Sunday School & CTSE . . v wabawinbss 193.32
2.00% MBI ...t 220.94

52% Seven State Departments . ................. 5,744.21

7.00% Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College .. .............. 173.27
13.00% Foreign Missions . . . . ......vuueenn.. 1,436.06
9.00% Free Will Baptist Bible College ......... 994.20
7.00% Executive Department ............... 773.25
6.50% National Home Missions . ............. 718.03
2. B80%:CTMG! 5 55 wzvis 3 5af S48 5708 SLHE § 578 G osteer 3190 B 5 276.16
2.50% Retirement & Insurance . ............. 276.16
.25% Laymen's Board . .............. .. ..., 27.61
.25% Theological Commission . .............. 27.61

41% Eight National Departments ............... 4,529.08

Total Disbursements . ... ........uuuueunnnnn $11,046.56

We are grateful to the Lord for another wonderful month!

COOPERATIVE RECEIPTS
November 1976

SOV SIS . = o arrmine e o i hich 8 enins ) @acrn rnatis s o8 $432.30
BYRG sz 8 Mease e St i xondt sl & e ehe mive et B SE: BRI e 25.62
DESOLORR s p LB L I IOk Gyl S e B vt ) B i oy 550.00
Olivet  MarBREN pak . dus STL: Febansduilii gict « Asdalle STy wuei o e & Brm 175.00
FEaItNG=LBMIAY. i 5tecus %ivuanons s < elons wps! gaansys S000 & FRLEAT 9 olens & 178.83
CHDETGUBVABHN TS iy e b ontlia. @ e s BEELS % to ey Shamy ot Tnng g 228.66
GraNT AVENUE  F T taraemarels 4 mlibsis bt st st S¥hl o i) 5 ot o 427.08
MBI - % wert s ey siers e lekera s hoiane Bl Blore B & Wies wransiale W sih 80.03
IEANBASICICY N N8 oo Y s ki S s 0o it v s o 64.21
WITOW SORIRAS - i cr 2onimiiontFerti dd e 5§ e biss 5 s St Epmepden 193.49
AYEORN s vie oo b o 55,3 s o e 316 4o 0.4 9 518 bl miSe 31 & o)) & el 5 s 107.00
INUIIBEIDING (o 5 e simim s haiers miom 5 a1 o coc el s urial's it & o et o Wit & 101 & 51.33
BBACONT. o 2 5y s i is o dasa A o oS ARH o 5 Coiind OAE et el SR 5 s 100.00
Fredericktown) First: .alul Juivs sl wided s o o's 5o 2le 016 sraare s 276.92
ARSI 5 oetia s o3 b s T A s T s e Moo e et o S ok s 43.52
HAMNON. 65 sie w0 s Zrame § St Bunlon s ks Suais oo ey 5 b st 3 A0S 170.00
GateWAY .« . i it eii et e et 67.00
New Prospect, Shell Knob . ..............c0utnunnnan. 15.73
Merl’siCRAaPR] 1.5, 7ia v i i e & ibastoiars sheis & isla e & siv s E s iAo s 31.52
Kirksville, First ... ...ttt et e e e e eeeeeenn 30.00
Bethel, FOStUS ! « i s s 55wk b s A fuil ariebebe mniliotes o dusr o fymnelimth 237.00
PRI, LRMUBY &« oo v i b 0 o 56 55006 3 % KR mS s 55 5 o b arm o e B 113.36
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NVerdella s s o v o s i aw v s oisetia & § sl s 16 dom & s B ol i e 120.10
NeW ROCK: SPOINGS v cxnrose i s s £ o ioorialin: sibpeh/ahel(s alins asieti s axissa lohshasio 50.00
BUSEEIO! ssisin s o v 5 s ams @ ek p Wasiss o » [$ds B diodh 4y i S0 & iolids 5018 81.22
Minahtiblg s, 5@t t el s v e ESNEL W DL SRR 85 111.57
Macedonia Sunday school .. ....... ... ... ... 17.00
EIOT FRIVEE, PilsT o5 o5 omn mrwne a5 mn w6k 0 & w4 0 600 3 5 B Sie & o & 1.113.03
GACE i s o oava 5y i 3 e T g T § oy 0 v eSSl . i 1 631.46
Freeman Chapel . ... ...ttt e e e e 88.47
PUCING FHIE 5 ve i o hvw i 5 G o SRR ED 50 55 Ad @5 Bws v k5@ 5E 5 s 82.00
OsKBIOOSA 5 si5 3 o1 6wy 5 eress 5 6 oin o tu @ b ¢ WS 4§ aie @ 8wl B e 35:13
Mine La MOTEE . . .ottt it e e e e e et e e et e 22.31
Sedalin, MIBSION - 555 56 55w siea® 5 778 5 56 51 5508 80§ .6 @75 575 3 59.88
Pleasant: RIAQE! . « «is b aisi 6 w0 oy aue usase s ¥ e e i i o e wes e 456 8 27.50
Hopewell—(Aug.-Sept.-Oct.) . . .. i i e 279.69
BV 5 5% 5500 9wd s saiea 5 o S5 56 % 5 5 Ge 5755 56585 96.30
(57210 T (e SN T B S8 I S P T W L R e gL W 458 .95
VibUrnUmM . e e 131.95
VUBINIUE. OO 55 o 5 oiih 5 60 8818 500010 S8 00 & @ 0 B 8 ) Wy 117.93
WaSLIPIAINS, /BIRSE Gou: s dva b st o b w208 Boh ol e & el wistia s B o 292.00
Bailey Chapel . . ... ..t e e e 38.00
New Harmony Sunday school ...........co0cirnencnnn. 11.23
COOPB IVIIMOS: 4 vi: 4 4.5 4 wrs & s s & ‘o1 08 et 6 o0 w1 761 0rs &0 5 oms i i Wcw1 4 ot 6 i 4 90.00
CADBON 71110 1of 01 win01 0] pisni i o m 5ins Fiioran v & 3 (4551581 ¥ BT ES ik 457 B e 0 B o 133.62
Berean, INC@pendente ., o i s oo s s e & o s se 6w s 05 & @ 6 sl 56 & @i 117.00
RABSHEY, i o oot 8l it Wb B ool oo W B 0 ) 00 L, NG . 140.00
MIIEBRBER: 5 ¢ e i) e o 5 & 505 = o8 85060 500 306 180 4 160 8 06118 Wy & Wiy & 591 3 o 0 68.76
Rock Chapel ... .. .. .. e et e 28.79
Indian Creek Assn.—JoplinChurch ..................... 127.92
Mt (Brove,; FPIrst ™ o s b su o 85 8 rei o ot s 5 ona % w & 36 8 e 462.81
Carterville . ... e e 25.82
O Fallon: ([FiFEE . s10.c 250 65 5 507w/ 906 3 5106 B 41761 & 16 =08 Si6s 16 8 w5 113.88
ILeadington: ¢ us: s sve » w & wstv mpe & 0 ol @ s 9 e w b jeie o e e g s iand 184.88
1 -1 T 133.91
CONWEY." & 5.0t 5 00 5 Fum b is) Falordud B7 Bl B i § 57 5 Slecs 91 3000 & & § s 515 4151 3 360.00
CUDA! sunrs 1 oo 3 1o, 25050 5 @Ry Bt 500 @ 05 b v e 8 10 s (o8 G 48.28
El Dorado Springs, First . ... .. ...ttt 5.00
LRGN PIRE &5 o050 8 w5 55500 50 Sns 55 ¢ 9700 #0800 0w 486585 320.00
TN OB & v i o wms we bo v masmsess s onmsesenbss s vy 250.00
Monett, First .. ... ..ttt ettt 262.50
WBYORITIE, FIEBE . s s i nts 5 e B 5.6 565 &% 08 & &6 mEa e A S % 81.50
BRI 6 o 555, 5 5061 5 ol 4 &5 & 305 /8 081 & 46 6 5] 5 B8 WatE Bivkl etaran Bhava & 1d 18.00
GABWAY .« vt et et e e e e e 50.00
PISBRSIE Orove (CODR) & i v a0 s 5 5 0 s 5ok § 55 B0k #7555 506 s 5% 24.69
Barkviow. DEsIogn - , o cios v s 25 605 dis 5505 D08 & & 908 W50 0 L9556 50.00
FOUTIY s o vv w7 5 i o wnirwrle s ol 30 s 6 608 76 8 6 e o b w8 434.89
BT 2 v i e 8 B0 i B s i o A ol e B, 50.00
Total Cooperative RECEIPS .« . .o cvsuoioesssonsessas $11,046.56

We are grateful to the Lord for another wonderful month!



CHURCHES
PEOPLE AND EVENTS

Missouri State Sunday School Contest

The Missouri State Sunday School and CTS Board
has announced a statewide Sunday school contest.
The board is trying to enlist all the churches in the
state to participate. Sunday school contests are an
excellent means of getting the people in our
churches motivated to do a great work for the Lord.
Usually such an effort is rewarded with an increased
number in attendance and the addition of souls to
the kingdom as well as to the local church. Also,
churches that are busy evangelizing and reaching the
lost will feel the spirit of God strong in the regular
services of the church and realize the blessings of the
Lord on individual lives. It is for these reasons that
the board is conducting this contest.

In times past some of the churches have not
entered the national contest because they did not
feel capable of competing successfully with other
churches throughout the denomination. The pur-
pose of this campaign is to win souls to Christ.

Plaques will be awarded to those churches achiev-
ing the greatest number in each division. Recogni-
tion will be given to those churches that reach the
greatest number of converts. Every church has a
reason to participate.

Information concerning the contest has been

distributed at the Sunday school rallies. Also, a
letter will be sent to each church with adequate
information.

Anyone having questions or desiring additional
information should contact the secretary of the
hoard, Rev. Kent Tallent, 1807 Grindstone Road,
Columbia, Missouri 65201. The campaign is titled
“Soldiers of the Cross.”

Pastors’ Conference September 19-21, 1977
AN AUTHENTIC TIME

“Authentic” is defined in Webster’s New World
Dictionary as: ‘‘authoritative; trustworthy; reli-
able . . . genuine, real.” That is exactly the way the
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD thinks about
the PASTORS’ CONFERENCE it is planning for
SEPTEMBER 19 through 21, 1977.

Every Free Will Baptist pastor most likely knows
something of the feeling of frustration and despair
when he has been called on by someone in need of
counsel. We completely believe that the Bible not
only tells us the way of salvation but also that it
provides the necessary directions to meet every
problem a Christian may face in his Christian life.
However, we sometimes find ourselves at a loss
when it comes to taking the Bible and sitting down
with that person in need of our help and showing
him from it what the Bible says about anger, hatred,
family problems, financial difficulties, drunkeness,
depression, despair, and the seemingly endless list of
problems that our people face. It is often even
harder for us to be able to show them that God, in
His Word, does indeed offer a way of laying those

Points for
Pastors

by Jim McAllister

The Apostle Paul said, “Whereunto I am ordained
a preacher” (1 Timothy 2:7). That word “ordain”’
means ‘“to appoint or invest with ministerial func-
tions.” Paul states in 1 Timothy 1:12, “And I thank
Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for
that he counted me faithful, putting me into the
ministry.” He tells us in verse 13 that he obtained
mercy, and in verse 14, “The grace of our Lord was
exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in
Christ Jesus.” So God’s mercy and grace caused his
calling into the ministry, not his experiences or
abilities.

In 2 Corinthians 5:19-21 the minister is said to be
an ambassador for Christ; in 1 Corinthians 4:1 he is
said to be chosen, called, and sent by Christ; in Jude
verse 3 he is a defender of the faith and in 1
Corinthians 3:9 the pastor is a colaborer with God.

The pastor should aim at distinct goals of building
congregations that consist of born again, testifying,
praising, witnessing, spirit-filled, Bible-studying,
missionary-minded, stewards of time, talent, and
treasure, and pure saints that are sanctified and
cleansed with the washing of water by the word
(Ephesians 5:26).

The earnest pastor should bear in mind that he, as
God’s undershepherd, must one day give an account
of his stewardship. How he leads, preaches, counsels,
and lives with his congregation will greatly deter-
mine the results in all the previous mentioned aims.
If he is a faithful servant, then by God’s grace,
“When the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away” (1
Peter 5:4). And that, brethren, is the greatest aim of
any servant of God.

Editor’s Note: Rev. Jim McAllister has been asked to write a series of
articles for the Gem. These will be in each issue and will be especially
meaningful for the pastor. Inasmuch as the Lord has blessed his
ministry with a fine, aggressive church, it is anticipated that these
articles will be helpful and looked forward to each month.
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things off and taking up victory over them. Well
PASTORS, that’s what this Pastors’ Retreat is all
about—answers and help for you as you help your
flock.

Dr. John Broger who is from the Office of
Information for the Armed Forces in Washington,
D.C. and who is being used by the Lord in a
particular way in that city to give Bible answers to
folks in trouble will be our conference speaker. Dr.
Broger is an active Christian in a local church in
Washington, D.C. He also holds regular counseling
classes for pastors and lay-persons across America.

Let us encourage every Free Will Baptist Church
in Missouri (and elsewhere) to send their pastors to
this conference. It will only cost $20.00 for a pastor
and just $30.00 if he brings his wife. That registra-
tion includes food, lodging, and one book rec-
ommended for the conference. Every church will be
benefited hundreds of times over for that $30.00
investment.

Though the conference is sponsored especially
for Free Will Baptists in Missouri we are encouraging
pastors and laymen from anywhere to join with us
for this AUTHENTIC TIME.

The conference is being planned for Free Will
Baptist Youth Camp Grounds near Niangua,
Missouri.

Millard C. Sasser, Board member

Seminar on Church Ministry for Older Adults

A seminar on ‘“‘Developing a Local Church Min-
istry for Older Adults’” will be held at the Sand
Springs Resort, Bennett Springs, Missouri. The date
is Monday and Tuesday, February 21 and 22. This is
being sponsored by the Board of Retirement and
Insurance.

The seminar speakers include two well-known and
informed men in the field of aging. They are Melvin
Shrout and Earl Kranges.

Registration will begin at 2:00 p.m. Tuesday. The
cost is only $35.00 which includes two nights
lodging, five meals, and registration fee.

Please fill out form below and mail to Board of

Retirement, P.O. Box 1088, Nashville, Tennessee

37202.

1
- () Yes I will attend this seminar.
1

1
1 Name
1

i
1 Address

Rev. Dale Smith Expresses Appreciation

“l want to express my heartfelt appreciation to
everyone who helped with the Sonlight Missionary
Conference held at the First Free Will Baptist
Church in Mountain Grove,” are the words of
Missionary Dale Smith. This conference is sponsored
by the Mission Association. Rev. Roy Thomas,
associate director of the National Home Missions
and Church Extension Board, was one of the
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speakers. The conference raised over $1,500 in a
cash offering plus some monthly support that was
applied to the Rolla Missions Project. Rev. Smith
has stated that regular weekly services began the
first week in January.

Dale and Judy request the prayerful support of
every Christian that the Lord will bless in this
endeavor at Rolla.

State Competitive Activities Date Set

The Sunday School and CTS Board has
announced that Saturday, May 7, 1977, is the date
set for the Missouri state competitive activities. The
place is Grace Free Will Baptist Church, 2258
Tenbrook Road, Arnold, Missouri. The starting time
will be at 9:30 a.m. The deadline for entries will be
April 15. Entries will not be accepted on the day of
competition as in the past. For additional informa-
tion any member of the board may be contacted.

Five Classrooms Added on at the Hannon Church

Pastor Gary Elders reports that the Hannon
Church recently completed five new classrooms.
This will give additional Sunday school room space
and allow more space in the auditorium. It is hoped
that some new classes will begin as a result of the
additional rooms. The Sunday school broke its
record four times last year with a high attendance of
124. The average attendance is 90.

Pastor Offers Assistance in Columbia Area

Pastor Kent Tallent, pastor of the First Free Will
Baptist Church in Columbia, Missouri, continues to
offer ministerial assistance to college students and
hospital patients in the Columbia area. He may be
contacted at this address: 1807 Grindstone Road,
65201. Telephone 1-314-449-7041

[ e e o i o

MOVING TO A NEW ADDRESS??

We are STUCK with a 25¢ charge from the post office
should you change your mailing address and fail to let us
know. Help us keep our quarters for pressing production
needs by notifying us at least 4 weeks in advance if you
are going to move. Please furnish your old and new
addresses. Also, if your magazine is wrongly addressed in
any way, let us hear from you and not the post office.

Change Of Address For

(name of subscriber)

Old Address: Please attach label from latest issue you have
received. It is helpful to have label as
computer file information is included.

—————-———————J

New address

City State Zip

Please clip this form and mail to Gem Magazine, P.O. Box 991,
Lebanon, Missouri 65536.

r—————————————————————
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Church Completes Study Course

The First Free Will Baptist Church at Frederick-
town recently completed a study course in Christian
growth. Material used for the course was published
by the National Home Missions Department. Those
who enrolled were strengthened and received a
blessing. Nine certificates were issued for satisfac-
tory completion. The church plans another course in
Free Will Baptist doctrine after the holidays. The
courses are being taught by the pastor, Joe B.
Braddy. We would like to encourage other churches
to offer these, and similiar courses, to their people.
Christian education should be among the top prior-
ities of every Free Will Baptist Church.

Young People Active at Hartville

The young people of the Hartville Church raised
$340.00 that will be applied toward the purchase of
a new bus. This was accomplished by a Halloween
Haunted Barn project. The barn was made available
by Dwight Henderson.

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Bledsoe are the youth
sponsors. Rev. Bud Arnold is the pastor.

Cooper Mines Gives Report on
Home Missionary from Church

The Copper Mines Free Will Baptist Church has
established the practice of donating the fifth Sunday
offering to some worthy cause over a period of a
few years. The fifth Sunday offering in October, an
amount of $302.90, has been forwarded to the Rev.
Mark Vandivort family, who are presently in the
process of establishing a Free Will Baptist Home
Mission Church in Flagstaff, Arizona.

Mrs. Vandivort is the former Louise Underwood,
who was once a rural school teacher in Madison
County, Missouri. She was a member of the Copper
Mines Free Will Baptist Church. She was married to
the Rev. Mark Vandivort in December of 1959.

Rev. Vandivort had a degree in agriculture from
Missouri University before they were both enrolled
at the Free Will Baptist Bible College in Nashville,
Tennessee, for training in the Home Mission field.
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Vandivort of
Cabool, Missouri.

Their first assignment was to reestablish a Free
Will Baptist Church at Twin Mountain, New
Hampshire, and they spent a few years there before
Rev. Vandivort received an appointment with the
Home Mission Department at Nashville, Tennessee.

For the past eight years, they have been in
Columbia, Missouri, where they established a Free
Will Baptist Home Mission Church, which is now
self-supporting. Rev. and Mrs. Vandivort left their
post in Columbia in September of 1976 to begin
their itinerant work in Flagstaff, Arizona. They are
the parents of five children; Andy 14, Phillip 13,
Steve 10, Bethany 8, and Deborah 5. Their mailing
address is 3535 North Manor, Flagstaff, Arizona
86001.

Mrs. Bessie Underwood of Route 3; Frederick-

town, Missouri, is the mother of Mrs. Vandivort. She
is a member of Copper Mines Free Will Baptist
Church, as well as three other daughters and one son
and their families.

The Rev. O. D. Matthews is the pastor of the
Copper Mines Free Will Baptist Church.

MISSOURI STATE HOME MISSION GIVING
NOVEMBER 5 THROUGH DECEMBER 5, 1976

O TN 28 TR el ot corc e it B & BT & ) aas SV A0 $170.00
DESORO o554 isis 5505 Snssd 5 675 5 Fh0 55 FoHE S, @i oy 8 18 S 04 B il o 200.00
B HOIMNB: & w avw a6 ameviion vo s, @ s wscos 16 o0 wcon o ovsolmdosfad s ‘ainiga iwior e oo 30.00
TORBYBE 4 60 0o o n B n BR e B B B s B 6 & B 5 WORH B0 B I 8 BB SR 205.00
Hazell Croelt wis s s s sme s s »in s s wies wrie e 2wl el vbiSniE 10.00
INBOSRE! i & ot Bt anas oofoifeleSs oo aosvme (OIS o EoRei T/ W ami b (o0a8 IS 10.00
SOUTHISIAS. 1ave w5ie s Sre sveieis He 5 A T <5 S0y SARHAE 51 9 945 B 8 160 BREE 10.00
EOOrthi . v el s ik Uiierd un Whsar § whimisiwe mhny o e Jos o aaser @) ns = ohiokosduie B87.55
BEFBAI & 1ois oraoils 17 shinmainslls 5Faanbrias o/ o SxPhil S, 515 ROk 3508 RIS 2 BIFTE W08 20.00
SARIA 505 0516 5m s 0 8o b S E e e 4 S T e B e d e 74.20
Elat Riven Eirstn.s Jmrsat e 5 GG Shaowl. «SrRE s ae § BaG.cnn n g 51.37
GIRABE o leia s e o o505 g, o ioH: s VST 6, 8 S B B S, 86, B8 8. st 8,518 e 211.00
SOl ErMIOOT: 1 s sis a5 miwrans g v usine 5165 8261 & 10508 10720 o o oo fa38 18 360.50
NIVt B e ret e s i oo SRl ARG TR Bhe et aralan rand i et 68.87
RACK CHAPB] e om0 5 a5 0 5 w5 5 5068 sies Wis o e s w08 o g s o b 20.00
WESEPIEINS 1vay o i amiaa onsms wile & obara saends: s 3, ocmles agioi o oiied o iofiel s siioi s 70.00
BOTKBIBYE: 5 i vt moiie & 5078) SaS B30 506 818 B0 B 4TS 8 6 BB ED SI0IY S e e il & 50.00
ICTVOSWEY » 5 0 sins p. s 5 6 3 5 5 8 e b et o o el & iran aivdina 4 a8 25.00
T ] L M e P g 25.00
NLE, MO ASSOCTATION: 55. 5 3 555 515189 5 S15 50608 § g pres s 102.03
HAVAILE & ansis 63 % 8 5o 5w s & e wiiens dve, § ilel & lovolaiula: o fove wute o tovsr & s 49.14
VB APISGAN o sisnionols 33055 ories iy ol his hoins iopims isscn o858 i3/ B 848 2660 7 100.00
NBWH LATE st ain 5 5055 55 5 oais 9350 5 @xe) 518 )6) s 86 PIEHICEN B 16 5 o0 SR8 76 8 & 75.00
PLoasant HIOMB! . o wiviie o s iteie oriila aitel s) ioyis-ca Tatiar ' cat o a-coicm: 81 o) sl eoi @ 110.00
BAQUISTONL S ftor-s ool s lsih iTimos o ile = ios ot o0 7 piie § SRR BTG PR G 60.00
Sonlight Missionary Conference . .....ccoivevmeinsvnswes 703.06
Wit AR e v il s e e o o SV Slaa s Sacin REALE O e R e 20.00
Caps IGIraTBaU «civ e 519 56 0s s 5§ i 3 5 wie Sl & Wa8 % 8 o 08 16.90
FariiNOLON: « v osowmi s s sees v s somre sme s 58 siw e age s e s oeie w s v 92.00
BN OIS T & o ariamas wioorin line 5t wEaTE S 05 G I s, S md] BAbOE o8 38, & ity s e 23.00
OIIVEE v« cisc 55 5 5sie s (6586 578 8 S0e5 s fols & 405 4w $oades & 65 b 5eis wiiar o %8 225.00
Merl’s Chapel . . v cve s o o« oo s s sie s mosomasnsnnesssmsss 28.00
LBBBMOMNY o la 500 5 iisl5 R o Biey B 6561 He 6 [oses i s 9 G S 61 alter ol o 1 4 10.00
JUUS DBALON & o vttt ittt etee e aesennsenennnnoansonanas 5.00
LAVAA VAT . v winms o ommiss s n 58 A5 505 o 8 Jah §050 5080 7 B et 2 o ) S o 3.00
Osear Moreland . s sisis s ms amome o o 6t s wieu i b 6 e e wis s 10.00
Cooperative Receipts .. ....c.ooveeeeenncnnnneennnanns 2,209.31
TORALL .« e n i s oo o m e s 5 e 5 G G 6 S 816 75 % 8 e E e B $5,519.93

Secretary-Treasurer

Rev. Lawrence Thompson
3416 N. Bellefontaine
Kansas City, Mo. 64117

Things worth remembering:
The value of time,
The success of perseverance,
The pleasure of working,
The dignity of simplicity,
The worth of character,
The improvement of talent,
The influence of example,
The obligation of duty,
The wisdom of economy,
The virtue of patience,
The joy of originating,
The power of kindness.

ANONYMOUS



CHRISTIAN WORKER’S CONFERENCE
to be held at
The First Free Will Baptist Church
320 North Main Street
Fredericktown, Missouri

Sponsored by

The Free Will Baptist

National Home Missions Board
and
Southeast Missouri District Association

of Free Will Baptists

January 20-22
Theme: True Discipleship—Church Enlargement

Program
Thursday Evening:
OO DI, ¢ is wiisis it e i 3577 S50 597504 ik 5 51 5,503 (078 Swibis, Bo18ed Registration
75100 T 0 3 PR S U S S PP Introduction and Welcome
Rev. Clarence Burton
RPresidingis o s s smsis w16 8 @ 5 4080 £ 0 5 wi@8 Rev. Truman Huffman
Congregational Singing .. .............iiu... Roger Durbin
Special NUSIC 57 s wis 5 5 & e & ials whs 5ir.aleias sos The Durbin Family
MABBBAOP & s v uw s s e ais s SE Ui ¥ e Rev. Jim McAllister
8:00 p.m.
Progidingis = sie snsramiass ing 5Ya0s §o08 o6 § 56 5 s ol Rev. Lloyd Smith
Congregational Singing « ..« .c.osevvensomsvoanss Roger Durbin
Offering
Special MUBIC: & om s 50 555 58 5% 55508 sis 0506 5 508 The Durbin Family
Message ............coiiemnimnnnnnennn Rev. Bob Shockey
Friday Morning:
BEOOTSITY. s o T B 555 S B TRRTS s B a5 oy o DMl Registration
L2t [ E T 1 e B S e g Women's Seminar

“"Woman’s Role in the Home, Church, and Community”’
Mrs. Roy Thomas, Speaker
BES0QUIN i 5 5155 s 604 51555 w6 o b e are o in w56 588 Men's Seminar
““Man’s Role in the Church, Home, and Community”’
Rev. Roy Thomas, Speaker

NOE30 Qi w25 i w6515 575 4 505 8 @16 51 6 906 o 955 5 o Fellowship Time
VHEBOIEIN e s wie imgrios s s e s 50506 w1 Siase s wps s ook Call to Worship
Presidingc z =105 5 asiiis susiiies e i walods s wis 5 Rev. Ronnie Graham

Congregational Singing .. ..................... Roger Durbin
Special Music
YT T T R R A S Rev. Clarence Burton

1250005 105 ba's 51575 3 506 G5 3,8968,508.5 515 54ox8 mimns bsions 10e s ariece,  15he; S0 Lunch

Friday Afternoon:

1 o o . Seminars
“Teaching Techniques” .................... Rev. Joe Braddy
“Personal Soul Winning"" . ................ Rev. Bob Shockey

Friday Evening:

BI00IPIN v« w1s ¢ s w105 SUEREEIEE BETE Boire 2imkE e mcsfote: o Registration

00 B0 & 570 3 228 s s TERR < T 39005 e Ave syl Call to Worship
Presicing . s v wis s % 55505 5.0 5. emais & ety ot 2 500w 3 Rev. O. D. Matthews
Congregational Singing . . ..................... Roger Durbin
Choir Special
Special IMUSIC! . sam 5 5 55155 555 Siavadebn x moe o The Huffman Family
Message . ............. ... ..., Rev. Glenn Rehkop

800 PUMI:i575.5 515551 5 2151 0 i = mioh s oimr oot 8 SUoTEE 508 5 108 5 o) Call to Worship
Presiding - oo wis ¢ wude 56 5 506 595505 6055 518 5 orie e cvmce o Rev. Bud Statler
Congregational Singing .. ................. .... Roger Durbin
Offering

Special Music ........................ The Huffman Family
Message . ......... . Rev. Roy Thomas

Saturday Morning:

B:00a.m. ...t e i e et e e Registration
BiBOIMY w5575 5 905 & 5s 2 et i = e et & e 0 e Women's Seminar
“Woman's Role in the Home, Church, and Community”’

Mrs. Roy Thomas, Speaker
BIB0MAIM . v simis wibgs 5 5 1575 S51  moen ol oo oSl M S Men’s Seminar
“Conserving Growth"’

Wesley Bigelow, Speaker

VO B0 BN s s &midilars e o P e oSl i Fellowship Time
11007 M s ek mivkasy o S N I s Wi Call to Worship
RYESIANGE: 1,505 2 5108n e rmn oisie i st 5 it S e i Rev. Ed Baine
Congregational Singing .. ..................... Roger Durbin
Offering
Special Music
VIBSSBEB 4 s s w05 wusie k5 590604 5 wiom ora™s s ol o ke b Rev. Bob Shockey
123008 Sentieh. Mk fafssp L] S w i | Lol ) Conference Adjourned

Promotional
Secretary’s
Corner .,..... ...

November is the month that usually gives the first
real indication of winter. It was no exception this
year—snow and ice. We did not have a lot but
enough to let us know that winter was on the way.
But as the Psalmist states, ‘“‘He giveth snow like
wool: he scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes.”

Sometime ago I was reading a devotional thought
that blessed me and gave to me an insight about a
Scripture that I had not especially noticed before.
This relates to the father whose son was possessed
with a demon. The father said to Jesus, “If thou
canst do any thing, have compassion on us, and help
us.” The “if”” was put on Christ, “if thou canst.”
Now, let’s note what Christ did. Christ said, “If thou
canst believe, all things are possible.” Christ put the
“if”” on the father. The “if”’ is never on Jesus; it is
on you and me. How wonderful to know that the
one who loved us and gave himself for us is able to
do all things and bring to pass that which He knows
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is best. There is no “if”” in His power.

The Lord blessed throughout the month of
November. The cooperative giving, as you may note
from the report, is very fine. We have met our
projected budget for the first eight months—there are
only four months to go. If the giving-trend con-
tinues for the next four months as it has for the past
three or four, we will reach the goal of $120,000 by
March 31. We thank God for meeting this need
through concerned pastors and churches. We are
trusting the Lord that our budget will be met, for
there are those who are depending on this support
to continue in their labor for the Lord. The
designated giving is very fine also. Inasmuch as
giving usually reflects love and commitment for a
cause, surely this reflects a love and commitment of
the Missouri State Association to the cause of
Christ.

Because of need for space I will give the places I
have visited without comment.

Monday, November 1—General Board Meeting
Friday, November 5—Greater Kansas City Quarterly
Meeting

Saturday, Sunday, November 6, 7—Verdella Church
Thursday, November 11—First Quarterly Meeting
Saturday, November 13—Indian Creek Quarterly
Meeting

Sunday, November 15—Sedalia Mission



Friday, November 19—Niangua Quarterly Meeting
Monday, Tuesday, November 22, 23—Sunday
School Board Meeting, Nashville

May I again express my personal appreciation for
the kindness and hospitality shown to Vivian and
me. May the Lord bless each one for every act of
kindness.

We pray the Lord will bless every pastor, his
family, and church family. Let us pray the Lord will
continue to bless with souls being saved and each
one of us developing into the measure of stature of
the fullness of Christ.

Continue to remember this ministry in prayer.
Please make all checks payable to and mail to
Missouri State Association, P.O. Box 991, Lebanon,
Missouri 65536.

MISSOURI DESIGNATED GIVING
November 1976

MISSOURI STATE HOME MISSIONS

Bethel FWB Church . ......ccovvveveannaneenasnennnnns $20.00
Perpetual Loan Fund .. .......ccuuveiennnn $20.00

Thayer FWB ChUurch . .......eeeecsccinsswoncosananes $52.00
O OVBIS . s s, o0 58 o 8ol 5 bt e wstelo o $12.00
Poplar Bluff . ........coivneenneennnsnss 35.00
General IFUNd : ;. .« men s mive sras ey ok im e oo 5.00

Lebanon, First FWB Church . .........iiueeaneeonennns $10.00
TOM OWENE viv o oo owiosiossiss 515 s smmesais s $10.00

New Home FWB Church ... ..c.oruee e $10.00
TONY OWERS: v v s« o et s wiolie 515 o & 5508 wiw: =/ al5 5 i $10.00

ITOHAY s 25 5uns 51 & o mie 53 (U 6L & et ' bl avi (6wt ke oLl my B (31 318 ¥ $92.00

MISSOURI STATE YOUTH CAMP

ONVEt FWBICHUECH o & 65 500 o6 565 6 608 Aisis & w5 aw s wie = s 08 8 & $10.00
Thayer FWBICRUICHh & . w5 e s wis sios o w s miois ovn s wis s 58 5 s 428 $10.00
TOBL .« oo oonie s oo aio w o m i o b8 A B B S 8 W & AT G ave s e e $20.00

HILLSDALE COLLEGE

First Church, Mountain Grove .. ..........c.oeeeeeenenns $143.00
VOLB in e b dimi s mch B o b 5.8 5 B GO LB T & % s o wowww $143.00

FOREIGN MISSIONS

Merl’s Chapel FWB Church . ... ... . uiinennnnnn $16.00
Carlisle HAMNA. . . voe ves o sos s Siss 5 58 5 0161 8 o 4 $16.00

Gateway FWB Church .. .......ciiuiiiiirnenenennanns $50.00
Howard Filkins .........covecaceccennns $50.00

Houston FWB ChUFCH 7 s e s sws s ssm s ks wessaamesss $127.00
Jerry Pinkerton ... ...... ... . ..ciiiiaann $127.00

Kirksville, First FWB Church . .......ccceeevennnenscnss $59.00
Howard FilKINS: .« is«aueom inme s e e vabs e $10.00
Jerry Pinkerton . ........ ... i 49.00

South Side FWB CRUFCN . . .« sisssms aisssisaimes eas e dsa $137.00
Charolette Tallent . s .o s s e sy e s s s s $47.00
Jerry Pinkerton ............ciiiiiiannaans 5.00
Lonnie Paltner ..., rassnsissmmimns waeassy 85.00

Olivet FWB CROYCH o v o o s a5 s owe o s /ene ) upond s muaTghbis $80.00
Bobby Poole . .......... ... $20.00
JOrry PINKOFLON o 5 veums s 3% 4 pleaws S0 sa 20.00
EddiePayne ..........cuuiieicnnonnnncnnee 5.00
Mabel Willey . .....0icescmescseassssini 20.00
LYnni MUY s soe o 55 os o w055 91665 § A #1608 975 & ¥n 5.00
LConnie Sparkes urg: P80 e i beot ot B L E .0 Wee 5.00
HoWard FilKINS . .. & 5o » ale = s o008 w5 6 000 5 508 8 5 8 5.00

First FWB Church; Springfield . . ... s s ivi e o s oms ave $174.96
Archie Mayhew . ...................... $174.96

New Harmony FWB Sunday school . .................... $79.84
DIMILBY" & o e s s w0 s 50505 o1 2 3006 8585 3 $39.92
dim Melaint- Mol henls s g e s el e e 39.92

West Plains, First FWB Church .. ........ ... .. ........ $220.00
General Fund . . s s sy ameas s s s s $210.00
Howard Filkins . ........... ... .. ........ 10.00

Walnut Grove FWB Church ... .ciiiitiiiiiniinnnnansas $10.00
Lynn Miley ..ot e $10.00

Thayer FWB ChUFeh | < s sn s 515 5@ w6 5608 5 s Ko 8 = lonsri e $38.25
Dale BisSHOP: -t il e 5t T wim s e e & mh sldad $33.25
Jerry Pinkerton «.....svssesassansamsseses 5.00

Mountain Grove, First FWB Church . .................. $282.70
Dennis TeAgUE . . ..o vvcneerncncecnnsnnnnn $6.70
Tam WillDy ::sespnisvnssmesossssswssnisss 20.00
Jerry Pinkerton . ........coiiiiiiinnnaaann 5.00
General Pund s swies oweawe « oo s des 55 650w,6% 251.00

Lebanon, First FWB Church . ... . $306.00
JEFEN BENKS! . oo o mims o om0 100 0i0rs i 8 i 50081 8 i $5.00
PatsY VanBooK '« s » s as o8 s mie v s wus s o s oo o 5.00
Jerry PinKerkon .. i s« »oninn oons ais a2 138.00
Clint MOFgBD - .. civnrinsssigasvusosson 138.00
LONNIe ISPAKS: v : sie s sus v wivrs wio s o 0w oimi o s iaoimioine 20.00

TOEBE o viavov b i o sin 5 s % it IS0 5 307 S 0% BN 8 e s e e B Sie wavd $1,580.75

NATIONAL HOME MISSIONS

South Side FWB Church . ... .ot ee et $10.00
Vergel Maness . ........ceeeceeennsscens $10.00

Olivet: EWB I CHUTCH : <5 w6 s srmaiose vaim s sie s ois o om s wat s ocsi s wie $30.00
Leland HOrton .. .. ..iiinieiennnonnnnnns $30.00

Eirst Church, Mountain Grove . ........cccuevoesecacsns $45.00
Leland HOTtON « .o vt i e iiie e e e e e $40.00
Vergel Maness ..........c.coceveeeennncnnns 5.00

TORB o o s S ieLe SUE s i s, ¥ e e 3 oy e ot il &8 a8 o WA tn $85.00

GOD’S LOVE

God, in Creation, surveys all He’s made

And pronounces it’s good, but the glory soon fades.
For Satan brought sin and grief to mankind,
Deafened his ears and made his eyes blind.

God, in Mercy, perfected a plan

To redeem a lost world, to lift fallen man.

He sent forth His Son, His promise to fulfil.
The plan would be complete on Calvary’s hill.

Jesus, in Agony, hanged on the tree,

Paying the sin debt for you and for me.

And then in new life, He comes from the tomb
Dispelling all doubts, fear of death and gloom.

God, in Wisdom, knows what is best

For each of His children, to work or to rest,
To suffer sorrow, pain or grief.

Anxiously, He waits to give them relief.

God, in Glory, sits on His throne
Watching closely for each of His own.
Listening intently for each child’s call
Ready to help, whenever they fall.

Jesus, in Heaven, is waiting anew

To return to earth, to meet those few

Whose robes, in His blood, have been washed white.
Those whose lamps are burning bright.

God, the Father and Jesus, the Son, sit on the
throne
Surrounded by those, who have at last come home.
Rejoicing and singing praises alway.
This is the beginning of eternity’s day.

—Betty Reeves, Fellowship Church
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On The National Front

CTS EMPHASIS ON YOUTH WEEK FOR 1977

In a recent news release the CTS Department
urged each church to make plans for Youth Week in
1977. The theme is “Declaring the Faith.” It was
noted that quite a few churches observed Youth
Week the last week of January or the first week of
February. Some churches extend the activities over
an entire month. Material especially prepared for
this emphasis can be ordered from the CTS Depart-
ment.

PASTORS’ AND WORKERS’
CONFERENCE TAPES AVAILABLE

Ronald Creech, promotional director in North
Carolina, has announced that cassette tapes of the
Pastors’ and Workers’ Conference in Kinston are
available. Principal speakers were: Dr. Tom Malone,
Evangelist Bobby dJackson, Dr. Jim Vineyard, Dr. B.
R. Lakin, Rev. Gordon Sebastin, Rev. Bob Shockey,
Rev. Roy Thomas, Evangelist Calvin Evans, and Rev.
Ronald Creech. The tapes may be ordered from—
North Carolina Association of Free Will Baptists,
Box 11277, E. Durham, NC 27703.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM
THE MISSIONARIES

The following missionaries have sent Christmas
greetings to the Missouri State Association and all
the Gem readers: The Fulchers in Panama; the
Pinkertons in Ivory Coast (presently in the U.S.);
the Filkins in Ivory Coast; the Laverne Mileys and
Lynn Mileys in Ivory Coast; Charolette Tallent in
France; the McLains in Japan; Mabel Willey in
Panama; the Aycocks, the Wilkinsons, the Pooles,
and the Deeds in Brazil; and the Joe Haas family in
France.

To these we say thanks! We pray for these and
each one of our missionaries, home and foreign, the
Lord’s choice and richest blessings throughout the
year.

NATIONAL HOME MISSIONS BOARD
APPROVES FIVE MISSIONARY FAMILIES

The National Home Missions Board met in the
conference room of the National Offices Building,
Nashville, Tennessee, November 15-17, 1976. Five
new missionary families were approved.

Missionary Buddy Drake, Enid, Oklahoma,
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reports that since moving into their newly con-
structed church plant their attendance has doubled.

Leland Horton broke all records in the Free Will
Baptist Church in Des Moines, Iowa, when 107 were
present October 31.

The First Free Will Baptist Church, Mobile,
Alabama, was organized November 6 and the new
church building was dedicated November 7. The
church will become self-supporting January 1.
Missionary Ken Walker is to be commended for the
good church he has built in this city.

A NEWS EXTRA FROM HILLSDALE

MOORE, OK—An Extra Sunday . . .

An Extra Offering . . .

An Extra Blessing . . .

And all at one time! January’s fifth Sunday
provides a special opportunity for Free Will Baptists
in Missouri . . . an opportunity to share in the raising
of $60,000—which will be matched by $60,000
from the Broadhurst Foundation—for building
dormitory housing on the Hillsdale Free Will Baptist
College campus.

It is a unique opportunity, in that your money
will be worth twice its value to Hillsdale . .. if
$60,000 is raised. The Broadhurst Foundation will
match the initial $60,000 raised by Free Will
Baptists with another $60,000. But we must raise
the entire $60,000 by April 1, 1977, in order to
receive any of the foundation money.

With a fifth Sunday—one more day for offerings
than your church usually has in a month—you can
designate your offering to Hillsdale’s dormitory
housing project and leave your church with the
amount of offering you normally have each month.
You will also leave your church with a tremendous
blessing from knowing you have shared in the
training of Christian young men and women who are
the future of Free Will Baptists.

Plans for the dormitory housing call for two
buildings that will house six to eight apartment-type
units and will in the beginning house approximately
48 single men and women. Following completion of
a proposed large dormitory, the apartments will
house married students.

Gifts are needed in time for all the money to be
in the bank before April 1, 1977, in order to receive
the Broadhurst Grant and complete the housing by
August 1, 1977—in time for the fall semester.

Pray, asking God to direct your decision. Then
reap the blessings by giving your extra offering to

Hillsdale.
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RESOLUTIONS

Have you ever made a New Year’s resolution on
January 1, and by January 2 or so you had not kept
it? So many times this happens. We become involved
with other things and before long, the resolution is
forgotten.

This year let’s resolve to meet the goals set. Let’s
pray daily for our foreign and home missionaries.
Many times we miss out on the blessings of
answered prayer, because we are too busy to even
pray the prayer. Let’s pray that God will enable us
to give to missions. Perhaps we do not have the
money to give, but God has promised to supply all
our needs according to His riches in glory. HE WILL
MAKE A WAY. Our gift may not be large, but let’s
remember what He did with the two small fishes and
barley loaves. Let’s also resolve to pray for each
other. This year, let’s keep our resolutions.

NEWS FROM THE CHILDREN’S
HOME IN GREENEVILLE, TENNESSEE

Mrs. Francis Bowman received a letter from the
Children’s Home in Greeneville, Tennessee, thanking
the women across the state for the clothing sent in
September. Mrs. Raper stated that it was like
Christmas around the home when Miss Hazel Hutsell
and her parents brought the clothing to the home.
Each child was outfitted with the clothing. The
children sent their thanks also. Remember the
workers, the staff, and the children in your prayers.

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE
MONTH OF JANUARY

* Pray for the Howard Filkins as they work with
the missionary children in the academy in the Ivory
Coast.

* Pray for the Jerry Pinkerton family as they

prepare to go back to the Ivory Coast.
* Pray for the Jerry Banks in Japan, for the Clint
Morgans on itinerant, for the Earnie Deeds in Brazil.
* Pray for the Hanna’s in India.

LOCAL AUXILIARY NEWS

The O’Fallon Church organized a Woman’s Auxil-
iary in January of 1976 with approximately 20 in
regular attendance and 28 members. The auxiliaxy
has adopted many projects this past year which have
included the Children’s Home in Greeneville, Ten-
nessee; the Missionary Provision Closet in Nashville,
Tennessee; the Mentally Handicapped Home; the
Perpetual Loan Fund in our state of Missouri;
started a church library; and gave $200.00 to the
state project ‘“‘Hanna’s Handy Helpers” and the
National and State Loan Fund. New flags were also
purchased for the new church sanctuary. Mrs. Carol
Lombard also writes, “We praise the Lord for what
He has done through the women for their faith-
fulness. The main emphasis has been on missions,
using this as the main goal, and trusting that each
individual will know better how to give, pray, and
go for our Lord’s work.”

The Hartville Free Will Baptist Woman’s Auxiliary
held their first meeting December 2, 1976, with
Doris Arnold, president, presiding. The new auxil-
iary began with eight women and ten others joining
that night. The first project was collecting plastic
medicine bottles for Dr. LaVerne Miley. The devo-
tion was brought by Jean Coy and Pat Saylor.
Refreshments were served following the meeting.

(Note: Let’s remember these newly organized
auxiliaries in prayer.)

STATE TREASURER’S REPORT

“Hanna’s Handy Helpers” (State Project)

Balance brought forward November 1 ... .. $408.94
115301 o IR S RN P, ek S g 50.00
Bethel (West Plains) & . ss s o sims's sioe sisis o o 15.00
Bethel (FeBtus) s i« oiu 5 s s s e Brafie o Suslvie RS 2.20
(OTRCE L b "ol mits v T e st o0 w2 o R e Sl R o oot 7.60
Barmington! . asicc o e < it aisaeatons 4 35 29.00
Balance as of December 1, 1976 . ........ $512.74

National Home Missions Loan Fund

December iy AT 6 i o v rstsstain s o $233.88
Missouri State Home Missions Loan Fund
December 1, TOT6 ... coiv it slsiesivie e s $233.88



' CHRISTIAN WORKER'S
CONFERENCE

January 20-22

First Free Will Baptist Church
Fredericktown, Missouri

(SEE PAGE 8)




