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SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AVERAGES 1982-83

CHURCHES JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. OCT. NOV. DEC. JAN. FEB. MAR. APR. M
Bethel 101 108 109 97 93 98 95 93 122 149 110 i\Y
Calvary Fellowship 14
Central 76 85 101 109 104 100

Copper Mines 80 70 73 78 70 72 68

Cuba 71 65 73 78 83 87 78 85

De Soto 136 148 144 148 146 146 142

Farmington 646 624 679 697 745 779 707 708 684 778 776 e
Flat River, First 179 150 176 181 189 166 185 192 169 184 184 b.(?()
Fourth 84 100 95 124 104 101 117 115 117 1 164
Fredericktown 168 169 173 194 184 4 97
Grace 1567 143 167 195

Grant Avenue 148 150 166 172 158 168 156 159

Hannon 93 98 88 9 gg
Happy Home 62 66 69 70 74 67 72 76 75

Harmony, K.C. 72 58 62 64 64 58 66 72 73 992

Hartville 90 94 91 93 102 98 98 98 81 69
Houston 72 61 61 61 61 55 63 63 62 62 ]
Monett 143 1256 141 143 145 144 141 56
Marshfield 67 53 60 59 59 61 59 68 69 71

Myrtle 45 59 50 45 52 41 38 59 &
Neosho 78 51
New Hope,

Fredericktown 55 44 44 42 42 48 47 £1 67 ‘
O’Fallon 53 54 53 68 67 62 63 62 57 61 §3
Parkview 55 45 45 47 47 40 46 40 41 01 49
Richwoods 49 49 48 43 40 53 45 41
Terrill Road 40
United, W.P. 82 85 81 91 80 79 69 65 61 79 56
Victory, K.C. 75 69 80 70 65 7&) 87 80
Willow Springs 94 97 102 91 101 98 93 91 76 91 95
Cape Girardeau 89 25 101
West Plains, First 75 85 90 83 110 97 91 81 79 gy 0 89

‘ 99
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Discipling
The New Disciple

By Jim McAllister

Our Lord told His disciples to “Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you.” Most would agree that the first
“teach” refers to “evangelizing.” If that be true, the
second “teach” refers to “edifying.” In my opinion this
is the discipling process and for me it is “follow-up.”

For years I won souls to Christ and saw them
come in the front door and slide out the back. It
seemed to me there must be a way to close that back
door. There was, and for us it was a one-on-one follow-
up program. We borrowed the lessons printed by the
National Home Missions Department and put a new
wrinkle to them. We hired a man and trained him to
teach the lessons to the new convert in the new
Christian’s home. The success was phenomenal. We
ac'tu'ally diminished our percentage of losses to a
minimum.

The follow-up when taught one-on-one should
encourage faithfulness to God. After all, every area of
Christian growth is covered. In fact, attendance in
God’s house helps the new Christian mature as he
feeds on the Word of God in follow-up. Bible doctrines
are tagght, and biblical resistance toward the cults is
established. The follow-up lesson helps the new Chris-
tian grow as he is edified, exhorted, and encouraged.
Follow-up should produce love for Christ, self-denial,
self-control, love for other Christians, biblical stew-
ardship, and doctrinal purity.

Now how does follow-up work? First, the pastor
must decide that discipling new converts is as impor-
tant as winning them. He must then convey this idea
to the church organization.

Second, someone must be taught to teach follow-
up. The one-on-one part of follow-up is important.
You cannot improve on the personal touch of person
to person teaching. This person must not be a novice;
he must be a dedicated Christian and one who is
totally loyal to the pastor and church. It will take a
great amount of time, so the follow-up teacher must
share the burden of the pastor in discipling the new
convert. He must be one who can keep his mouth shut
apd refrain from gossiping, and yet be compelled by
his loyalty to the pastor to share with him any unusual
information he discovers that may help alleviate
possible problems in the new Christian’s life.

Third, one must overcome the natural difficulty
of follow-up, namely, how to get the new convert to
willingly take the lessons. More and more pastors tell
us that this is one of their most difficult obstacles.
We've discovered that there are steps that can be
taken that will adequately take care of this problem.
Assoon as the decision or conversion occurs, the altar
workers or personal soul-winner introduces the new
convert to the first follow-up lesson. He briefs him as
to the purpose of the lesson, the fact that everyone
takes the lessons, sets a time and place for the lesson,
explains how to do the lessons, and tries hard to excite
the convert in the joy of finishing the course of study.
Be stern, don’t take no for an answer. Be confident it
is God’s will for every new convert and convey this
same confidence to the new Christian.

Fourth, the teacher must be persistent in his
teaching. The convert will try to cancel the meetings,
or avoid them, but the teacher must persist in
completing the course and giving the new Christiana
graduation diploma on completion. Deal with the
problems and needs in both early and latter stages of
Christian growth. Teach the converts to be loyal to
the pastor, to help others find Jesus, encourage them
to be baptized and join the Free Will Baptist Church.
They should also be urged to be disciples of the follow-
up, encouraging other new converts to complete the
course.

Nothing will work with everyone. Those of us
who have worked for years with new converts know
that one very important ingredient that is involved in
successful Christian growth and maturity or failure
in these areas is character. There are some who have
never succeeded in anything in life; for many of these
people completion of the follow-up series is doubtful.
We are still required, as pastors and church leaders,
to attempt to mature all our new converts even
though we will see several fail, mostly due toa lack of
character development in their lives. There will be
enough who will complete the course to encourage the
pastor and Christian workers to keep on in the
discipling program. Follow-up works, and will cut
the losses in the church.

continued in next issue



Missouri State Youth Competitive Winners

Music and Arts

Amy Pointer

Shell Hall

Lisa Dixon

John and Charri McClure
David Walls

Wendy Durham

Deana Saylor

Bryant Hackworth

Bible Tic Tac Toe
Willow Springs

Bible Bowl
First, Mtn. Grove

Bible Memorization

Bible Sword Drill

Church

South Fremont
Rock Chapel
Hartville
Monett
Berkeley
Trinity
Hartville
Berkeley

Grade 1 Stacey Eppeley
Grade 2 Amy Henderson
Grade 3 Bryson Pellham
Grade 4 Michelle Cooper
Grade 5 Jon Ray Smith

Grade 6 David Keesling

Category

I
I
I
\%
VI
VI
VII
VIII

Age

Adventurer
Herald
Crusader
Herald
Adventurer
Herald
Herald
Crusader

Hartville
Hartville
Hartville
Hartville
Hartville
First, Mtn. Grove



The Host Pastor The judges

“1983—The Year Of The Bible”



Churches
People Qgé Events

Report and photos of Missouri State Association,
1983 in the next issue of the Gem.

Vacation Bible School at Myrtle

The Myrtle Free Will Baptist Church held its
Vacation Bible School June 20 through 24. The school
had five classes with two teachers working with each
class. There was an average attendance of 46 pupils
and workers of 61. The highest attendance for one day
was 69. The offerings for the school totaled $54.70.
This was sent through the State Office to be applied to
the Fulcher Account. The pastor, Reverend Glynn
Campbell, states, “We thank God for the good attend-
ance and especially for the ones that helped.”

Farewell Day for Brother Turner

Easter Sunday, April 3, 1983, was the last
Sunday at the Fredericktown Free Will Baptist
Church for Pastor John Turner. He accepted the
pastorate of the First Free Will Baptist Church in
Joplin, Missouri.

On Saturday evening, April 2, the church gave
Brother John and his family, Karla, Eric and Jason a
farewell dinner and party. The dinner included all
the trimmings (including roasted hot pickles). Many
happy memories were reviewed with presentations of
gifts. A humorous reading was given by Jane Bowling
of the trip made to the National Association last year
at Fort Worth, Texas.

Rae McDowell gave a touching and yet humorous
tribute she had written about Brother Turner. She
titled it “What’s In A Name”?

The festivities ended with the presentation of a
beautiful friendship quilt to the Turner family. It had
been made by the ladies of the church. It was stated
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that the quilt not only had the names of the church
families, but it was also filled with deep love and
appreciation from a church family to a loving and
caring pastor. Their wish-a wonderful and happy
future in the Lord Jesus Christ!

VZ %

Pastor Turner, Karla, Eric, Jason

Sweetheart Banquet at Hannon

The teens of the Hannon Free Will Baptist
church hosted a Spring Sweetheart Banquet for the
teens of the Verdella, Oskaloosa, and Hannon church-
es. A contest was held between the churches with two
couples from the Hannon and Verdella churches to be
crowned queen and king. The votes were made at a
penny a vote with the money accumulated being
given to the Youth Camp for the Swimming Pool
Project.

Following the banquet supper the group enjoyed
singing led by the sponsor, Danny Dickey. Then, the
votes were counted and the couple from the Verdella
Church had the most votes. Randy Sprinkle and
Tracy Holsinger were crowned king and queen.

Richwoods Church in New Building

Mrs. Junior Lewis, church reporter, writes, I
want to let you know that we had services in the
basement of our new church building on Wednesday
evening, March 30, 1983. We were host to a Com-
munity Easter Sunrise Service the following Sunday.



Onthat Sunday we had an attendance of 78 in Sunday
school and 94 at the morning worship.

We are so thankful for the blessings of the Lord
and for the good pastor He has given to us, Reverend
James Parker. A revival is scheduled for May 22-27.
Brother Earl Ames will be serving as the evangelist.

Heaven’s Express, a gospel singing group, is available
for singing and homecomings. They may be contacted
at: Les Bequette, Route 2, Box 349, Fredericktown,
MO 63645, Ph 314-783-6502

Christian Workers Appreciation Banquet

The Trinity Church, Bridgeton, Missouri held a
Christian Workers Appreciation Banquet Saturday
evening, May 14, 1983. The pastor, Reverend Millard
Sasser, stated to the ones at the banquet, “This is an
effort of the church to show our appreciation to those
of you that work so faithfully in fulfilling your
positions of responsibility.”

Reverend Clarence Burton was the guest speak-
er for the occasion. The special music was presented
by Rhonda Hodges, Mike Wilhite and Mrs. Margie
Sasser.

Christian Workers Appreciation Banquet-Trinity

Jim Williams-Carthage, Missouri

Jim Williams is a native of Missouri having
grownup in the Joplin area where he attended Joplin
High School and Joplin Junior College. He also has
taken correspondence courses from Moody Bible
Institute and Luther Rice Seminary.

He was saved in 1956, having grown up in the
home of a preacher. In fact, his father started the
First Free Will Baptist Church at Joplin. He was
ordained to the ministry in 1975 and started the
Southside Free Will Baptist Church of Englewood,
Colorado. That church is now self-supporting and has
its own pastor.

Brother Williams and his wife Grace have three
children. They will be moving to Carthage, Missouri
to begin a new work as Joint Project workers with the

Missouri State Mission Board and the National Home
Missions board as soon as their support is raised.
Send contributions for the Carthage project-Jim
Williams account to Missouri State Mission Board,
¢/o Rev. Roger Harwell, 7920 Harris, Raytown, MO
64138, or to National Home Missions, Post Office Box
1088, Nashville, TN 37202.

,
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Personnel Changes

£

John Turner to First Church, Joplin, MO
Nick Hollis to First Church, Fredericktown, MO

Clown Day at Harmony

The Children’s Church at the Harmony Free
Will Baptist church in Parkville, Missouri had a
Clown Day. This was a climax toan attendance/offer-
ing campaign between the boys and girls.

The directors of the Children’s Church, Phil and
Sharon Ledgerwood, added some incentive to the
competition by agreeing to take a pie in the face if
they were on the losing side. Well, Sharon, enjoyed
the pie! Everyone enjoyed the program.

Sharon Ledgerwood and the clown



Ken and Judy Bailey Day, Sunday Semptember
18

The Missouri State Association voted to set
Sunday, September 18, as Ken and Judy Bailey Day.
The Baileys, missionary appointees to Japan, have
had to make a slight delay in their departure date
because of lack of needed funds. They need approx-
imately $1,000 in monthly faith commitments.

Every church is asked to receive a special offering
for the Baily Account on Sunday, September 18! Let’s
help them arrive in Tokyo, Japan by November 1, in
order that they might begin language school in
January 1984. Please send your offering to the State
Office or the Foreign Missions Office as quickly as
possible.

Summer Activities at Aulsbury Chapel

Chuck Lotz, reporter for the Aulsbury Chapel
Church reports the average attendance for January,
February, and March was 113.

Aulsbury Chapel had a great week of preaching
with Reverend Roger Hogan, pastor of the Cape
Girardeau Free Will Baptist Church. The revival did
not have the expected result, but there is a need for a
revival throughout our land.

The Master’s Men will be sponsoring a three-
day revival with Reverend Truman Huffman serving
as the evangelist. The date will be June 21-24. The fall
revival is scheduled for August 21-26 with Brother
Charley Miller serving as the evangelist.

We are looking forward to our Vacation Bible
School. We always praise the Lord for His work that
He does through VBS. This year, Reverend Brian
Peters, from Free Will Baptist Bible College will be
bringing the messages with puppets, objects lessons,
and singing. There will also be adult classes.

Reverend Earl Ames is the pastor.

Missouri Students on Dean’s List at FWBBC

One hundred and twenty-five students made an
average of B or higher and were placed on the Free
Will Baptist Bible College Dean’s list of honor stu-
dents following mid-term examinations in early
March. The following are students from Missouri. B
Honor Roll: Martin McWilliams, senior; Virginia
Reeves, senior; Cindy Fry, junior; Craig Mills, junior;
Lisa Wallace, sophomore; Edward Howe, Freshman;
Allen Pointer, Freshman; Julia Ritter, Freshman.

Editor’s note: Congratulations!

FWBBC Graduates 73

Free Will Baptist Bible College graduated 73
students, including the first to complete the new
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Graduate Program. Jerry Crews a member of the
Richmond Free Will Baptist Church, Richmond,
California was the first to complete the new Graduate
Program. Of the ones graduating, 22 received the
Bachelor of Arts, 30 Bachelor of Science, nine Chris-
tian Worker’s Bible Diploma and 11 Associate of
Science in Business.

Missouri graduates are Virginia Reeves, BA, from
Flat River and Ruth Ann Cartee, CWB, from
Leadington.

Editor’s note: Congratulations!

Hillsdale Graduates 36

Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College graduated
36 students during graduation ceremonies May 13,
1983. Twenty Bachelor of Arts in Theology and
sixteen Associates in Arts degrees were awarded.
Missouri graduates are Stacey Hampton, AA, from
Springfield, Belinda Letterman AA, from Conway,
and Scott McCully AA, from Monett.

Editor’s note: Congratulations!

A WORD OF REASSURANCE FROM FREE
WILL BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE

Friends have indicated that a word of reassur-
ance from us, relative to the wine issue, would be
helpful. Apparently there are some misunderstand-
ings abroad, and we are happy to clarify by issuing
this two-part statement:

1. Every teacher here is committed to total
abstinence, as both the Biblical and the Free Will
Baptist practice. We are unalterably opposed to any
use of alcoholic beverages. We will not tolerate any
teaching that undermines that position.

2. Following the National Association last sum-
mer, the Bible faculty met and agreed that we will
not even bring up the issue of whether the wine in
John 2 was fermented, and that if a student should
ever bring up that subject the teacher will handle it
with caution and integrity. Regardless of any personal
opinion on the technicalities involved, no teacher will
be permitted to make any effort of any kind to
influence any student to believe that there was
fermentation involved, or otherwise to make any
issue of it.

Wanted: Kindergarten teacher for school year 1983-
84. First Free Will Baptist Church, 15323 Jefferson
Highway, Baton Rouge, Louisiana Ph. 504-293-4406.
There will be no more than fifteen students per class.
Please write Larry Russell for more information.



A MINISTRY FOR HILLSDALE
Edwin Wade, President

Greetings from Hillsdale Free Will Baptist
College!

Thanks to each of you for your part in the
College’s ministry in the field of Christian education.
We are grateful for the opportunity to be fellow
servants with you in God’s vineyard. We cherish the
warm fellowship and rapport in our associations
together.

Basically, the purpose of Hillsdale is to provide
an opportunity for our young people to receive a
college education in a Christian environment. Second,
the purpose consists of offering training in the crucial
areas of Christian service. And third, the four year
program is designed to prepare the student for
graduate study.

_ Hillsdale is actively involved in activities that
will accomplish this purpose. The results are evident
in the lives of those who are serving in the pastorate,
in second man positions, in Christian schools, and on
the mission field.

~ Thechallenge of a worthwhile ministry is great.
It is the prayer of the administration, faculty, and
staff that this challenge will be met in a manner that
will please God and be of service to Free Will
Baptists.

Appeal From Sunday School and Church Train-
ing Department

Reverend Harrold Harrison has made an appeal
to all churches to complete a simple, one page
questionnaire. This will furnish information about
church membership, Sunday school enrollment, av-
erage attendance, etc. Every church that received the
questionaire is asked to please respond.

Free! Criswell’'s Handbook for Pastors

Your church may obtain a free copy of Criswell’s
Handbook For Pastors by W. A. Criswell for your
pastor when your entire Vacation Bible School offer-
ing is received in the National Home Missions office
designated for Home Missions. The Home Missions
Department states that you may designate your
offering for the William Reagan or the Miguel Vera
accounts. Or, you may designate some other Home
Missionary. Make certain the VBS offering is indi-
cated as coming from VBS.

Mail offerings to the Missouri State Association,
P.0O. Box 991, Lebanon, Missouri, 65536 or National
Home Missions, P.O. Box 1088, Nashville, Tennessee.

Assimilating
New People
Into The Church

By Howard Gwartney

All of us would agree that every church needs
some kind of plan to reach people for Jesus Christ. We
want to make disciples and genuinely want to see new
people become active, responsible members of our
local church. Yet, in many churches we simply “hope”
that new people will feel comfortable in our church,
make a decision for Christ (get saved), and become
mature, friendly, giving, growing, reproducing
church members. We too often depend on osmosis to
bring the new person from the point of decision to
maturity as a disciple. Our thinking is, “Well, if
they'll just come to all the services, start reading their
Bible, pray and give faithfully, they’ll make it.”
While all those things are important and would
certainly be a part of the daily life of a Christian—
discipleship DOES NOT happen by accident. There-
fore, our churches need to plan not only to reach new
people but also to make them feel a part of our church
and become a mature disciple of Jesus Christ. That’s
assimilation: The process through which a new person
sees his chureh status not as “joining” but as “belong-
ing” and becoming a disciple who is an active,
responsible, reproducing (soulwinning) church mem-
ber.

Below is a list of practical suggestions which can
aid your church in the assimilation process. Some of
these you could begin next Sunday.

1. Assimilation does not happen by accident!
You must plan in order to be effective.

2. Have clean, attractive church grounds. That
says you care.

3. Have greeters meet people at the door with a
handshake, smile, etc.

4. Have church members wear name tags.

5. Show them where the nursery is, restrooms,
water fountains, the auditorium, etc. Make them as
comfortable as possible in this “new setting.”

6. Show them where they are to go—which
classroom, introduce the teacher/other members, etc.

7. Appoint someone to sit with them during the
services.

8. Recognize visitors during the service in a
non-threatening way.

9. Contact them by phone on Sunday or Mon-
day—offer to be of service. Tell them how glad you
were to have them visit your church.

10. Write a personal letter.

11. Contact them for a personal visit.



12. Offer the services of the church. Sunday
school, home Bible study, softball, ceramics classes,
baby sitting pool, sewing circle, youth activities,
church dinners, club programs, ministries, seminars,
ete.

13. Find out their needs and meet them if
possible. What are their hobbies, interests, ete.

14. Use smaller groups. They are more effective
in assimilating. Your Sunday school can be one of the
best tools your church has.

15. Begin new groups with newcomers. New-
comers feel closer to other newcomers.

16. Having friends in the church greatly aids the
assimilation process. Encourage members todevelop
new friendships with new people.

17. View new people as assets, not liabilities.

18. Mature church members need to adopt new
Christians. This takes training.

19. Have a new members class.

20. Get people involved in a growth group Bible
study outreach program. Attend the October 10 & 11
workshop to find out more about this program.

21. Keep track of attendance at all services.

22. Ask them how they are getting along. Check
up on your new people.

23. Provide an information packet about your
church.

24. Use every opportunity to expose new people
in the ministry of your church through: advertising,
signs, new ministries, sports and social activities,
attractive brochure, follow up visit.

25. Make them become accountable to others in
the church for prayer, Bible study, church attendance,
memorization, witnessing, etc.

26. Give them a role, task, or responsibility.
Places where some new people could serve: Hospitality
committee, greeter, class officer, etc.

27. Include “new blood” each year on your
boards.

28. Don’t assume anything about an individual
who presents himself for membership in your church:
(especially transferred or statement candidates).

a) Don’t assume that they are saved, if their lives
show no evidence of salvation. Make sure they
know Christ.

b) Don’t assume new members will automatically
grow in grace.

¢) Don’t assume that by simply attending all the
services at your church that the new member
will grow spiritually. I know of people in
churches who attend every service who are
spiritually dead.

d) Don’t assume that every person can be assimi-
lated in the same way.

29. Invite their help in a project: remodeling the
building, painting, making refreshments for an ac-
tivity, etc. New people need to have a sense of being
needed in the church.

30. Assume that the whole assimilation process
depends upon the church.

31. Every church can be effective in assimilat-
ing new members if they will purpose to do so, plan to
doit, pray that it will be done, pay so it can be done. It
costs to have a growing church!

32. We must be willing to “chuck” the things
that are not working and be willing to risk to try new
things that “may” work.

About the writer: Howard Gwartney is serving as
pastor of the Central Free Will Baptist Church in
Grandview, MO. He is actively involved in the state
and' national ministries and is presently serving as
chalrrpan of the Sunday School and C.T.S Board of
the Missouri State Association of Free Will Baptists.

'Leaving Our First Love

Revelation 2:4, 5

In the short time I've been saved and in the
ministry, I've come to realize that not everyone who
professes Jesus as his Savior genuinely loves, commits,
and serves Him with all his heart. As a matter of fact,
often those who should normally be looked to as
mature saintsin the faith are those who seem the least
committed.

I'see them attending church on Sunday morning,
many of them teach or hold some other position of
responsibility in the church, yet when Sunday night
or Wednesday night come they’re not in attendance. I
realize that in some churches this perhaps is the
exception but generally speaking this is the situation
in many or most churches.
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.You can’t help but notice the “New Convert”
who is so zealous for the Lord. He doesn’t miss any of
_the services. He is eager to go on visitation and to get
mvo.lqu. Yet as he looks to the older more “mature”
Christians as examples he sees little excitement, lack
of commitment and seemingly little concern about
what the Bible says about our first concern, simply
loving and serving the One who died for us.

[thinkit’s interesting thatin the last book of the
Bible, John, inspired of the Holy Spirit, wrote to the
church. (The church is the body of believers and so
when the Lord addressed the church He's addressing
you and me.) The Lord told John to write “I have
somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy



first love.” God gave them credit for all the good there
was in them but He was plain to tell them that He had
something against them. When God deals with the
church or an individual, He deals with facts.

In the beginning, the early church had great
power and great love. The Lord was first in their
lives. It is evident that within a few years they began
to slip. No church or individual backslides suddenly;
they do it a little at a time. They began to slip and
slide; fall here a little and there a little; their love
begins to cool; their interest begins to fall and after a
while their interest has faded out and their love is
cold. They have left their first love. God holds it as
something “against” us when we leave our first love.

It may help us in applying this thought to
ourselves if we will consider somewhat, as to what
this first love is.

For one thing, it is a spirit of responsiveness to
spiritual impressions. The “New Convert” is full of
enthusiasm, his heart burns within him. He is demon-
strative, alert, affectionate. He has a spirit of
gratitude for the blessings enjoyed. The new-born
Christian feels that he owes all to his Savior. (Later on
many Christians live like God owes them.) He loves
Jesus because Jesus firstloved him and isfilled with a
desire to do something in return. A strong sense of
gratitude is an element in first love.

It is seen also in a spirit of zeal and consecration
to God’s service. An earnest desire to reach other
souls is a usual mark of first love.

But what are some causes of the Christian’s
deviation from first love?

1.) Neglect of the means of grace. It is when we cease
Bible study, secret prayer, and regular attendnce at
church and Sunday school that we begin to backslide
into sin. The spirit of compromise on commitment,
standards, and conviction. Compromising is always
dangerous.

2.) Bad companionship. “He that walketh with wise
men is wise, but a companion of fools shall be
destroyed.” It will not do for the Christian to keep up
too much worldly association.

3.) Over engrossment in business. It is one of the laws
of our nature that we cannot be interested in two
dominant things at a time. One thing only must be
chief, “Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” It is our
duty not to be slothful in business, but it is sin to be so
engrossed in business that we “leave our first love.”
4.) Indulging in secret sins. There is no quicker or
surer way to bring about spiritual decline. Little sins
mar our communion with God, decrease devotion,
and make way for larger sins.

Then there is the guilt of declension from our
first love. Religious declension is not merely a mis-
fortune. One carefully chosen word in our text must
not be missed-the word “Left”. It is not lost; as if by
accident our first love was gone. It is “left” indicating
that backsliding is in some sense willful. The guilt of
religious declension is great because the condition
shows marked ingratitude to Christ for what He did

for us in our so great salvation. The guilt is great
because we allow ourselves to grow cold and indif-
ferent. By a little watchfulness we could prevent it.
The guilt is great too, because it throws the weight of
our example against Christ. In this way one can cause
others to stumble or fall.

How do we get back to our “first love”? These
three steps are plainly indicated in verse 5.

1.) “Remember” Stop and think how far you have
fallen or drifted away. Contrast present conditions
and commitments with what they once were.

2.) “Repent” Repentance is an intelligent sorrow over
sin. “Godly sorrow worketh repentance.” It is real
regret that the sin was ever committed. It brings
confession and it turns us “right about face.”

3.) “Do the first works” Repentance opens the way to
resumption. Begin over again. Repent of sin as you
did at the beginning. Seek God’s help as you did then.
Lay the foundation over again. It often happens that
some flaw in the material or construction renders a
building useless, a failure for purpose, and a disgrace
tothe architect. He knows that to make alterations or
to put more work on it will only make it a botch. He
finds it wiser tostart with the lowest stones and do the
entire work as it ought to be. If you've left your “first
love,” “do thy first works,” begin at the bottom. Begin
again and build better. Remember, repent, do thy
first works. First love will come again, and first
blessedness, and first usefulness, too.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Roger Hogan is presently
serving as pastor of the First Free Will Baptist
Church in Cape Girardeau, Missouri. This is his first
pastorate and he is doing a commendable job. He is
serving as the General Board member from the
Bootheel District Association. He is actively involved
in the state ministries and is supportive of the national
ministries.

Congregation: Cape Girardeau Church
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COOPERATIVE DISBURSEMENTS
April 1983

18.50% Missouri State Home Missions................. $4,421.39
16.00% Promotional Office & Gem .....................3,823.91
4.50% General Fund ................................. 1,075.47
5.60% Y outh Camim s se st 5505 50 vmmmismmibomaiin 2 oo b 1,314.47
2.00% Christian Board of Education ................... 477.99
2.00% Sunday School & CTS ...........cvviiii.. 477.99
7.00% Retirement Village ............................ 1,672.96
5.00% MO State Retirement Program................. 1,194.97
6.00% Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College ............. 1,433.96
11.00%Foreign Missions.............ouviuueeennnenn... 2,628.94
B.O0W I WBBE o5 0i000,55 5 61« o » o glosels coiasoungistemsessrs o av e 5 5 s 1,911.95
6.00% Executive Office .............. ..o, 1,433.96
6.00% National Home Missions ....................... 1,433.96
2.00% National Board of Retirement & Ins.............. 477.99
.25% Layman’sBoard ..................................59.75
.25% Theological Commission .......................... 59.75
Total Disbursements...............coiieeenii.. $23,899.41

This is the first month of the new state associational year. It has
been a good month. The Lord is continuing to bless! We pray this
month will be reflective of the eleven months to follow; each pastor
working with each church to cooperate in carrying the gospel of
Christ throughout the entire world. May the Lord bless each one
for his faithfulness.

COOPERATIVE DISBURSEMENTS

May 1983
18.50% Missouri State Home Missions................. $3,036.94
16.00% Promotional Office & Gem ..................... 2,626.55
4:00%:General Bundii e s oo s sasis swskmims it ssal i 738.71
5.50% Youth Camp ..., 902.88
2.00% Christian Board of Education ................... 328.32
2:00%:Sunday School'&ICTS . 2.t el il o ch s 328.32
7.00% Retirement Village ............................ 1,149.12
5.00% Retirement Program ........................... 820.79
6.00% Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College .............. 984.96
11.00% Foreign Missions .............oouuuiuninnnn.... 1,805.75
SI0BUNEWIBRE: . 0 &, W s el oW il W 1,313.28
6.00% Executive Office ............coovvivieinrennnn.n. 984.96
6.00% National Home Missions ........................ 984.96
2.00% National Board of Retirement & Ins ............. 328.32
256% Layman’s Board . ................................. 41.04
.25% Theological Commission .......................... 41.04
Total Disbursements.............oovvieivninninn.n. $16,415.94

This is the second month for this new year 1983-84. Even
though this month’s receipts are a little below normal, the last
month’s receipts bring the average to the two month projected
goal.

We have so much for which to be grateful. The Lord supplies
our every need. Let’s continue to trust Him and believe that

through His faithful servants and churches the projected goal will
be met.

COOPERATIVE RECEIPTS
April 1983

1T DT TR o= S o e, o 2 123.67
FIat RIver; FIPSE .. .. .. v sontiommmsssososssodsns 26.19
United, West Plains ......................cc0ciiin.. 100.00
Cape Girardeau .............ooovviverirnrnnnnnnnnns 117.97
Hannon.. . ol 5l b s st R ol 184.35
RoyallDaket o iiy . i e o n 23.00
NeW Rock SDEINZE. 11 i isinsis e wiororewisisisis satssaiedlssislsnns 79.99
Min, Valley ..o oo eieimsinmmostnsos s rannses o, 167.26
Pleasant Ridge ............... ... ... ... . i, 48.00
8 e e o e e L WL s e 250.00
Verdella .........ooovviiiii e, 326.25
Vietory, Alton . ..., 178.00
o 0] 4 (o S A I, Sl 144 .31
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Happy

Mill Creek

DeSoto
Grace .

Mine La Motte
Way Side

Lebano

Fredericktown, First
Hurryville
Macedonia
Bailey Chapel
Parkview
Old Bethel
Oak Hill, Fredericktown
Friendship
Merl’s Chapel
Berkeley
Berkeley

Neosho

Faith, Fair Grove
Freeman Chapel

Hartvil
Lebano

Community

Gospel
Gospel

New Home

Hopewell
Rock Chapel
Union Grove
F'lat River, First
Richwoods

Union.
Belton

Berean

Koshko

Fordland

Cabool

Aulsbury Chapel
South Fremont
Waynesville
Kingsway

Lebano

Cape Girardeau
Seymour
Liberty

Cape Girardeau
Eastern Gate
New Rock Springs

Myrtle
Rolla .

Flat River, First
Fordland

Willow
Cope..

Bethel

Home

T BEIBE 0% 5 o5 ¢ 595 05 5 pummoumnbienssmror o o o /a6 s omisteisasia

L6 e 7 o T s oo eVl sl e
n, First

Light
Light

BONZ e+ e e ns s s en s s st e s
B0 PRG54 430 et § 6w st o
SPringS. ..ot

303.88
119.65
600.00
712.00
400.00
25.00
388.33
89.79
431.00
99.00
20.00
49.00
186.54
111.00
36.47
104.87
58.81
463.15
506.11

,150.00

60.00
393.48
18.93
471.43
130.02
115.00
189.65
91.62
66.09
128.58
90.26
40.24
100.00
447.00
255.48
129.00
613.95
300.00
60.00
166.00
80.00
7.43
402.20
81.00
292.02
160.27
206.09
843.11
350.00
88.94
100.00
75.82
88.12
60.42
180.00
221.68
708.43
26.77
68.10
51.00
264.69
150.94
140.74
662.95
347.98
238.42
29.30
39.48
366.00
16.00
143.00
72.00
465.00
31.95
280.00
699.93



Sikeston cnsmmese va s enmEERR § 6 RPRS A DS SHEERE 79.48
T UOT, st o mwene Tl s 8 B AR i e STl 1,150.00
JODUIMG 5 5 nmiaois o5 50 0@ e vis £5 5 6§ Eammans 55 s 5 bakdiy 607.05
Calvary Fellowship............ ... ... .............. 1,436.52
Liebianhon; FIRSE =5 5 cewmmm v 2 Dsscmemmm o i s5 8 mmms 98.51
Hurryville ... 121.66
Bl OWERID e o o2 iotommrsimioser s s s o e wsmiasiioger viss o sls & s iniwsinioss 160.00
St. Francois; District e essss 5 s npmems a5 5503 prmmsmse 19.50
Interestion RCCOUNL: wiwii vt a3 dwdisatadie e b i oo idaioneiess 208.60
OTANN . 2t « & ol el G En S ATTAD T B AT T $23,899.41
COOPERATIVE RECEIPTS

May 1983

HANROT .. +0 & o sneimvsioiaions o355 8 G IEEE TS 93 130 F AERTAR T 135 $  230.76
MIILICreek ....ovvosiveesnmsomesssessssenasssaessess 121.16
BEIEON cecsnge + wnnesodudubonn ot s anasdommadlafiin s Subnsnsdomoponsiohst syonss 8 5 & 5 171.18
BOARNB ..o s 595 wmme s s T3 9D aEERES 85 § 8 SO W 100.00
OVl s » nuivsiar i « safmmiste ol w sbaeibbalsarm s s L 250.00
United, West Plaifis . . . . ocemians 5555 8 5mammmsiasses s s s os 100.00
YUTRION GrOVE semmsms smesmmm sy & 55 OuSHEHEEE 56 65 g8 110.00
New: HAPTAONY wioss oo 58 wommsens oo e axemisimimeioisisie & i o Qoo 6.68
HopeWell . . .cvoswossismmonesssss simvenossass s osspm 143.00
FriendShiD wiomem s s e sommms oo s o s § o o 5@ @ 92.94
CORACE e~ it SR Nl A R T 51 & R G 710.00
MATEHLTRIA ..o oo s & ddeenimm s 6 ¥ 4 8B aTREHESS & 5 583 P 237.67
Plaasant Ridge .. « « s swesmmmnirs ¢ passsananmssse oy s 59.00
PALRTICW bl 150 & oo olon v s e Ry AT NaTe oia B4 ST e T 199.96
Mitie:Lias MOBE s o5 mmmmaisas s soemsisassss s s @msseas 22.15
PUPAY « v v veenee e eee e e e e e e e eaee s 654.62
D8 SO0 o vssseiuiioness’s & Rt A0 7 § 5 A ARERRGHES § § SR AROEEE 15 650.00
MACCAONIA 50055 55 5 srsmovians s o & Bardienbaisinis § 1 56 ol 20.00
Vil CYOR Y JATEON . o gorsummnionsas s broruisseisteionses s, s & o ioionspargrgiage poes 170.00
Labanon, FIrst . cciscsnas s 5 ssmmsesas 8 4 SEw@ERans 5§ 5 57.79
Bailey Chapel . s usuwssiss o 55 oo ss i s st e s e 50.00
Oak Hill, URION . coveeve e vmimommon oot orsnmmmmosssesss 276.58
COlUNDIG Lo s o oo odid®ia 5555 6 % SEEEESS § 8§ 5 CEEPREE IEEE 95 § 50.00
GrantiAVenUe! . auemers o s sariimiti o @ o ot o ik s 461.52
MIBREEL 0. sr v s o cormnsotononss § s noaraiAbAS & § & 8 asSahiats 068 & 5 & 3500 466.54
BOHCON iz . 7 s araiodt 60 v Siaronsdsn 5159 @ § @ @ISR 6 558 00 674.35
Wolt iBreek . . sonmmriin bumsrssimmslonsusio o Giloivisialieiaors o soxs 1563.73
Cape GIrardeau ...ov, oo oosmeinssias s s fatiass s s s oo 88.66
KANEEWEAY 55 55 mremn o5 5 s EWEIREGES 5 § SRS 65 8 6 48 41358 50.00
Wi eS0T Ko C e St s o eonss G e b AT T DX e e 100.00
HAPEVAILA . « o vvoivioois o8 oo 5653 5 5 @ik 508 8 5.5 % miamise 195.60
Mt PiS@ah s eeiss o s oo s § o 5 8 wiwisresiv s 608 s 3 wrergis 96.00
Mt. Zion, Thayer ......co.ovveeieeneiiiiniieneinennes 65.56
Tiebanon, FIEst .. . . .oocammass o5 s mmeeass o 5.5 sesemes 119.46
Royal Qalk. a5 s oo s o s saamsgvingse s s s aisiesmpmiin 14.00
Faith, Fair Grove .....cceveerecccmmonoesseeosonnnss 145.44
BEEERAN.. .« . cioommer s oo o s 5 55 5 & SRGHE S 5§ 88 omibiviiov & s 9.563
Fredericktown; TUESY seee s sas s o us 5o 0y oo s s s 350.00
WAV NOBVIL] Bl st T ckenmngosiiond s25is & Bl sfoiiodantes & SLoEfeyseRRiniate) o s 82.08
PleaSanit HIL...... s 50 asmin w8 65 s oo mimss s s s oo pabanoas s ¢y 33.82
Black Qg ot sionsnimeios s slosmmionsoes e o bhpmsmeolns se 10.00
Ereeman:CRapel .. vumes daiimnas 055 356 simaman £ 55 111.90
CADOOL.. o isrsmsr0 006 5 5 5o0bFRT 5.5 3,5 SEIREAES S 5 5.5 30 PSS 6 5.5 £ 224.29
BYX s o w5 sammpemions 5§ gemsaomia oo v s o ovessomwos ooy ve 34.32
Cape GITARACHU. cciinmian e s 50 wsoinianns i 553 TR BHET  A14 74.81
Mit. Z1071, (GOWET « somisis s 5+ bisione o5 & & 555 FRaIE £ S6e T+ 3 45.568
Copper MHNes . cunsminssss s i o o rgmseia cos ya's s o 172.29
GRaS STUTINIL 5 -xanevs oo oae i mimiocdifesi 358 ¥ 88 BdibisioseTousrs 38 B8 300 95.75
BIACK ORI ; : oonviioiin s v 65 6 pisioiors i o 65 5 0 BBREREE 658 8 o b 10.00
(FoBpel TUENE o crmsiar s s s v o oo o iossisisme sia s s oo wjerg 135.22
HAPDY HOME «oiiucvininns 765 idonoseins € 55 813 ARsHAEE 305 5 #3 5 Rapla's 245.74
Eastern Gate : «omme s vussmesanss o5 eumumges s § 65 5o 13.00
Cape GIrardean: s s o s swwmiising s o b omomsmiseis oo s s siorenmsess 73.76
EALTINEEON o ioreietasens s 58wk o G5 5 3RS0 5:378.3 HI8 BB 1,150.00
KOBNKONONG - -ovoiiiiaions » s Bubiataie s s & 8 8% hInsiise 6 o5 ¢ S OBEHGTH 135.00
Flat River, First .....oovvrieeeiiii i 586.16
Cape GIFALAERU ivves o o wtoneionn o 6 o 8 biaaiaisiats 1.6 ¢ 413 50 p e miein 83.04
ROINIE ornecie:si'e mrsionnsinbnios s & SEHISHTILE -8 FHONSIRTAVEHNES, &5 0 oHNSRO 044 5 115.12
Mtn. Grove, First......covveiiiniiiiiiiiiiinnnn, 626.11
P R AYET o eysrontiunene. 5155 oiloiaens fouot Lo 8 ARPiATRTE bl SF4TS R KaiibnciiBie e v 230.26
SOV IO s i iwiiines & 5 58 SRR 61 1 4 50 RREERI a26 & F 5 0 WITH0 B010) 75 77.28
Tebanon; First . . o« ciswnsmas o o0 mmemsermne pie v g movnssiosn g gis s 116.97

Jo1i68 Chapel,. ; visligssompimpanesmamesy s v dotedaa 4l 406.23
NSO .5 5554 5 ¢+ 5 fo 5 wmisrosTsTagmioseRsEo et ot 4le sxbus, o sxe 5 & 0 3d i B 75.00
TRAAINTEON . « . . oov » <moiitossinis s lamia o els i 3 & €43 608 @10 WHiES 382.00
TabARoN, TATSE: & « wiismmmmess s iatvisswss v viaTais A7 e o on s wseicse 66.52
BOEKELEY s « o v« o 4 » v cuvisporsoeismssmssisigoons £ 6188 § 35 6.3 5555 hioieapess 578.81
Willowr SPEINEES o oo g v ge s o g 6 v 55000 watersiby 215.44
Rock Chapell « 1 usicismmamssie s o o o s 4808 4 s 310 5 lacbiois s 227.60
LeBATOT, FAPSL. . oo isiarsinions & masi &4 5 8 43 5 38 $Sameegemmne 80.02
Grant AVENUE . .o et ttiee ettt 576.90
Darrill ROAA oo aiai vins: o scaoss 515 55 8108 BB BRI R0 5 122.00
Bailey Chapel «..ososscaisiersssesssdonibmonnmmeses 58.00
GHKESEON » ¢ 061 ereeiossin v s s oosssansnsnssonmemmasssnsssss 118.34
T N S R 240.32
Fordland. :cosmemns aeis 3 o500 PadanRin ittt s o 377.00
COIUIMBIR, +aisisraraiatone o s sie o s s 88 a0 §SFHAEEEEE T THEEET 0T 50.00
Interest ON ACCOUNT .« . oottt et eiieee e 241.35
Mtn. Grove, FArSt . o ..o oovivsenvevmmensmeesssoseeasons 578.25
Merl’s CRADEL . ... .. .o s i spimasemes s ey o5 oons i 56.78
MOEA] .osioimos s o 5 e mh1 6 Bipsesussiesssmsiatelus oo oid oooars 2% alishe $16,415.94
MISSOURI DESIGNATED GIVING
April & May 1983
FOREIGN MISSIONS
Hannon « o vvve oot eee e e i .. $4,123.06
Pin BT O 25 miteru oo 5 00 ko soss o sk T LA AATE $2,007.75
MALEAIN, o.v o v 5006 5 5 5 5SS RRR Rs E s ¢ 1,957.75
Laytle woieis o oo 05 5 5 5 0 50w oo wssresamamnessaiaia aree v 6 0 s 50.00
BTG 5057 v v otere oo ons ais o b ARSI RRARITL R 5791 6 Bk 107.56
TV 00 i 5.5 055 fonProlisussersimmate ey Hacs fls 3Jom Wstwnetorsgemgs $100.00
P OB1R nihyes W orare o5 spet osereonsl TR aTTRL Toa T e SRS $30.00
TRIRCOE v vne 5 R R T SR 6 5 o0 06 i 30.00
SDBTKS: 0545 500 3 5 Satersm s s T8 a8 418 0 v 20.00
MELAIN: &+ o s e ormimiais aivnnomiois snsnsssssssssin 10.00
PANKOPUOTT wvoevoo siisior s s rolat shsmsnse 1518 60 6 ey 10.00
Uniited; West PLAINS: uess v s 5 v s s s siiin aisisinsosmmminiar sis s $26.14
Pinkerton ......oovviiiiinnnieeeneinnnnnn $26.14
New HATMONY! 550 55 05m o 5 458§ 56 Satbuienteamos se s ¢ o $154.03
VIRV & irisnasiossionnstinssn i sieins giolwsons o Aluieioimioidoanse $ 20.39
1Y (3 T e 20.39
Call-a-Bhon, swmmmess v oo 5o e s o608 o8 mmmesss 113.25
Marshfield . ..o e $30.00
TRIOTE ..o voossimiissin s ssnins 55 o 55 5 85 RmESE GRS $25.00
Baileis v s i 05 asis s nisnms's 5.00
Pleasant RIGEe i s it ssommiosisiisisismnsmiomialili s 55,8 a1 6.8 iosnid $40.00
General Fund.. i s o550 s smmmemmamaesss $20.00
ML cvsiasrs oo s 5180 6 5 @8I REED b srs & 8 20.00
ColuMbBIR 55 a5 o S fesvosmiaitsasussra:s e seslaTATEIANS s R ee $204.24
RBILEITE oo v o o ee 658 8 0% b o eE e SIS ) w58 $35.00
MeCullonghs s s s nsimimsssmemssisivy we o sl s 15.00
General Fund...........coovviviiiiinns 59.24
MOELAIN o oo 0555558 0mmmemamEes vy s e s 90.00
Pinkerton s ¢+ s somismamwnian o s v s o ooy pas v 5.00
Grant AVETUE . « «ioiw v s o v alsls 85 s 80 S 0RRASB 8 8 $2,619.15
PIikerton i« 25 saemsmmusmsss s a6 vs e $1,793.90
TATlENE « « « « Lo ws e s o s s 325.00
HHETEOY - o« x o wspimicsssmnnsguibasions: 5o 5 815 8.3 % 4175 SLeRHw 260.00
HARS: . 4« o 5065 ehorm s o ¥ 6 5 4 566 45 Gisishatane 40.00
Bailey: oo aommhisamgitusn sy sismas o amwaeista 132.25
MELBIT i itsiousonmmoustossion o b's & 68k Fabrsaili 5k SoaieLaisse 30.00
Defioit ACCS s s s o5 b €08 e 93.00
RiCHAPAS! cirarusmiensas s o s b o v 0o s sisrensmsiais iwisiois 5.00
General FOnd e cocit wr o »aioioi 365 aa @i 30.00
MOTBEEL. .o vvuosiritand 5B 6 5 5 5% 8 e e o £ By SR s el $685.14
SDABKE: wiststossuarnrssa & 055 6 05 s s (apaintoseaisionsiads $140.00
NVITEN: iccimiarers: o vtuloinlacns o x oo S ssisbmsammitoin s Hi 0 2 8 20.00
TRRVLONE ovoniin 4 4 555 5 5 5 » 6 S BB PR £ 5 3 3 350.14
General Fund............ccooiviiniinnn, 155.00
DICKENE wivghiain o » « otose stew s onmsminAimibisasibss AE o § 4.3 5 30.00
WATNEEVALLE . v 5 7m0 v i 5 5 o fesssane v's 608 ¢ 6 3 8 8 LIRS $40.00
Deficit ACets «  « s i oneiommmommiis s vy e s o $40.00
Carl & Faith HIBHE | . o voniciiiimainesoimsins o s &b s smndiaiimsns $45.00
PANKBEEON, ...« ¢ oo o o0 wiocriimpiniainisisin ks o 5 155 5 8 $45.00
Faith Chapel ; « s siusmsomscmmmes e se £ 50 8s s wawimpned o 3 $30.00
Pinkerton .......ovvvivreiinniinnneinnen, $10.00
MELIBTRY .. o oooronoiesoroionsibisimssiimmat 665 6 € § & §7% % 0 B 47004 20.00
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B arrony; BCH L. it uaimele e i s 58 B oirssrmm i ness ois $105.00

Pinkerton .............................. $100.00
BUrnboM@iss < us amass s powssss s shs st 5.00
SouthSide ... $369.92
LRI s s i v 0 e v e vvieisiaioraiinie oo e s o e orarsiaie $369.92
Fredericktown, First ..........cccovuvuiieinenrnennnnnns $84.91
Turnbough ......:cvcmimmsiosisnssis $10.00
Miley ... 991
General Fund...................ccccovuiin... 7.50
Bunch.....................................52.50
Bailey:, counose i cininnmmnsossssissssassnip00
Black Oak ........ ... ... . .. . .. .. ... $33.75
ANATTAZES . vuvaisios s 5165 355 55 mmmeisremdibiiabn S s o $20.25
HAAR Srravmmimenen bt Aol o o b i |y St 13.50
Freeman Chapel ........................cccooiiiin.. $477.42
PINKERION, surgrmermanss o T ias 5k Srwe & $477.42
FXOTIBEOTH, & 2 omete MV s 5 5o e s Bl s o 4 e Bk $25.00
TRIENL + « cvoivivviviee v e e s vy wemmermiarssrein e b e s $25.00
LeEO AN YON v iivr s o505 5 5 00 B A s D e S B e et $420.00
Turnbough ........ ... ... ... ... ... ... $50.00
Lallent . o cniem s ok B R St e 5 20.00
BUIRINE -« .« oviiminiosnie s oo o oo sisrmesavssiarars o o 40.00
BEOWRTEY, . & « doiim e 56 55 5 5o h s s b n S 218 5.00
Pinkerton ..ottt 40.00
VHIY: o 14 s 556 hmnimiommiioioiorsista ate o o e o sivtoroiareserosasars 40.00
MCLAIN .4 . vomsummimiin oo s sonssmmmmaasss 40.00
Eagleton ..........oooiiniiniiiiinnnnnnn, 40.00
)51 C S O ! 40.00
Richands, M e e e % S Sor SR 40.00
BBy %% o2 5 e torimners s 5 o5 50 § Lottt 45.00
HAONN 5 o5 cnimamanasi o oo oo miomivisimms e 20.00
New Hope, Fredericktown ..................cccocoiui.. $20.00
Tallent ;- Sl et s 5 oisioimsets $20.00
Dale & Marge McCurry............cooviiiiaananann.. $10.00
B ) L1 S $10.00
VADULDII. o\, B inmean 5o 53 & 500 £ avaaeains ok s a1 4368 $159.25
TUrNDOUEN 5. catiiiin syt o vie v siomiibiit $10.00
PINKEETON - 5 5 0isi0issummons oo s o s o s/omimisinieisisinsire 74.25
Bailey............o 55.00
RALIENE’: « T om0 5 o 2 SRR 20.00
B asterni Gate T wt dumdn s 5 v o i 55 5 4 o n b 5 5 555 45 $60.00
Tallent. .0 o b oamisnmss v s o3 smises $20.00
VBNIHOOK 55 2555000000000t o ore s o s 0 o s Sresioetocstotssons 20.00
PNl O e s itarara s 5 5 % ¢ 5 s 5 B 20.00
-1 9114111471 | e R $416.00
Pinkerton .............................. $406.00
BaleY . oo i s eeiaiol s v u o e ads ¢ simietasstoratete 10.00
MonA CHEIBIIANS I i 55 055 5 47350ttt bisinosd o susme s V30 $5.00
Pinkerton ..................cciiiiiiiina.. $5.00
ABISDUEY CRAPOL i b 05 4 ot L RS e et 2 5 2 $120.00
PINKEPtOn .. ¢ oitimnsiinie s oo ioiommraie $60.00
Bailey . &l ooy e s s 2o st 60.00
MEnGrove ISttt o £t 5w mthboitlbonrens o3 095 5 $741.04
Cousineau ..........................o... $ 20.00
Lallentde = ommmmmanansrs v 0 5 55 5% S Pudioras 105.00
TOrnbolgh & S8 leer s o o7 5ot ittt 20.00
Hanna: SEOESN . » nommes. o o 50.00
G OWBONL . i s rtiesimmstacers o o o o o % oo o msslrufine e il 8.00
General Fund.............................. 60.00
Calleasthon ™= il ..o iiniis oo o wlsestes 478.04
Indian Creek Ass'n (Merl’s Chapel) .................... $200.00
IOITRATAR 0.1 8 oo et oot ses 256 5 5 5 5 % 5 6 o $100.00
Richands ;0% ;. onnepmpmo o o0 100.00
Ui CUL PR e PR ST N L o $21.00
Tallent ............ .. .. ... ... .. ... ... $11.00
PInkerton=lsosst e’ onii v oimass o5 o5 1 e o sisis 10.00
JONBB CRADBI., 5 teimsmiominiasiis v oo & o n s smmraisomramiad oe s $60.00
Tallent, ..o O o b e s b s rin s o $60.00
INBOBNO T v o F0 TS0 218, tectinmetri s 30y 5 8 5 5 etermrisonniasis s $132.07
BRIlBY SurrdTl il o, scerssictsosa 51t a s o e o oo $32.00
YNNG 5605 5.5 557 « o rordomrmsnesiosaronn 28 ¢ 1 8 0 ¢ 5 3G 85.07
COUBINEHUR. s L%+ 5 v remimtiontoio s o s orerol®® sibuencl 10.00
WI0AE 553050205 4 s Pomameesimmsnie £ 25 Foe s i ok 5.00
BeTKeleY ;o Tt s T dirrinis Ao ssssharamn e dors iy s orsranssrgiliat $429.50
R $190.00
|G R T 50.00
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Tallentiscin s srrnns o numisesiasaBugse s o 5as 50.00
Deficit Acets ...................... .. .. .. 139.50
2e10] o ¢ . $320.00
B L $300.00
Tallent s et s oo Ao o] 20.00
L SIS, $161.00
11 1 $90.00
BRTICY: et dmrirartsns 5 a0 B oo bstse ersre. o & 71.00
Fordland .......... ... ... .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . ... ... $99.00
Pinkerton ................... ... .. . ... . .. $65.00
Tallent ... ... ... .. .. .. .. ......34.00
JODUN e i e sas 30 wnn e v s 5% 5 5 oo $75.00
Morgan ........................ ... .. .. $70.00
TAONT s isieisignns b s 5oa5s TR T 5.00
Bethel o o5 5505 5 s et s 1002 &S $25.00
General Fund.......................... .. $25.00
Kirksville..............‘.................,............,.$5.()()
PINKETRION. suimroraine o no s s s o 58 Eadnsrmmitin s $5.00
TRITIGYS . o B eieseconsotiont sl s e on 8 e e nit e e o 8 g $301.97
General Fund........................ ... $111.97
MecLain ... o0 75.00
i1 ULC) ) SR 10.00
Wodetyy i B Lol R 1 e ey 10.00
) G145 75.00
PAYNE .« .. iomibnissiiimne os s sssnsss o 20.00
HIVANEA 5 4 oo n i 5 8 s 0 b s bt $100.00
Pinkerton ....................... ... ... $100.00
OSKAIO088.. . . .« vsioenen. i w oo & S0t ot e $146.00
PINlerton .. . oo st s s s oo $146.00
DOUE HOOVET « . ... s scoinasmimn v v o s 5 5 500 tsiitass s s e s a6« $50.00
Tallent ... ...oovnnuniinimsionssisn s innnn $50.00
1 T o e S $30.00
By v ot e et sl o $5.00
TAHENt i 0 it 055 mimoin wreniamsorerats s o 5 35 5 $25.00
O allon . o oot e =op i SR B $25.00
PINKEEION ¢ v.cioii e owieiefeissomsiieisisis bt s se s $25.00
TORAL tsiie i o v oo gt it oo 5o S et $13,323.59
WORLD VISION
April 1983
Flat River, First ......... ... .. ... ... ... ... .. ... .. $500.00
YOUTH CAMP
April & May 1983
ELADTON votiitianss 5060k o o o ola s mrons o mmrdbbcate s biste s 8 S ket $  35.00
HAEOVITIE . ycunoreisiinssioots 510 5 215 51 i st sy o5 5 o 555 e s s s 2 20.00
Mb PISZAR cooivei e vviiuns s imisimsmsiome sion s n e vo s osomessse e e 70.00
|00 e R S $50.00
General- FuNd vuciiisson vt s s s 20.00
Leadington........... ... . .. ... .. .. . . . . .. 40.00
Mtn.Gove.......c.ooviiiiiiiiii i 80.00
Y L OW S DT INEE 01505500 0 svn e wcessistorsistslsi s & 5 b st ibafoisn s s 20.00
NIyt e e e o F S 113.50
General Fund....................... .. ... .. 39.50
E G0 | P R 1 - LA 74.00
(8]0 i eSS S 10.00
James Crawford................. ... ... ... ... ... ... .. 15.73
Aulsbury Chapel ................. . ... ... ... ... . ... ... . 20.00
Thayer Youth & Church ............................ .. 520.00
}30075) o L S $500.00
(875775721 4 77 T O S S 20.00
Lebanon ............. ... 66.46
Grant Avenue (Pool) ................................. ... 24.00
New Rock Springs...............o 0 i 14.40
Kingsway (Pool)................ .. 125.00
South Fremont (Pool)................... ... oo, 75.00
Wolf Creek............. ..o 500.00
Bethelr. - 5 o dui e e e trs voate s & s miaiatsin s s » % m Stk B e o 25.00
Hanna & Verdella (Pool) ............................... 340.00
Oskaloosa (Pool) ................... ... ... .. ... 10.00
Union Grove (Pool) .................................... 200.00
Neosho (Pool)........... ... ... . ... ... .. . .. . ... ... .. 32.00
Calvary Fellowship (Pool).............................. 100.00
Ot cov v oo n e huie srovmmiemssiosins ¥ 508 4 s 5.0 5 65 S50 £ 5 5.5 % st $2,456.09



FREE WILL BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE
April & May 1983

Leadington. .. ...
BAsteri (Gablii e oo nmemas 065 45 S EAmsmes §o5s 558 5 Odms
By i g O i s« smmesed s b s oo bl @ 5 0w b
DRI Y r0x « o sromnstonelann, sxe = misookuns: b ons ol BRSEFETRASIR o oatee & & bs forad
PORAT v st o 5 wagimmns s & 5 5 6 oisia s s 55 & & FBIswove s o 8 55§ 8 59

HILLSDALE FREE WILL BAPTIST COLLEGE
April & May 1983

HAMNON srness o 5 o uesapsme s s o 3 @baae o sspss-smemmmsonsmensmscisnosssess o o/a
GrANt AVONTIE: . o o iiareisiois o ne sprmsisia 5658 85 5 6 ORaEERSF 8888
Min. Grove., FIrst cusic s os «s smmeies e s osssvmmemnnss oo
Willow SPIINES. « « oo s o v wrmisioisins e s o5 s misapinsiins b as o
MOTBE . - & sicis s o i 455 s SEISRERTE & 5 416§ 5 SRHPIRET LS o
PRI b s Suseattl Sl s T o Eer et e
BBAYET. + « »rurrisns & 5 5 BASHEGE 5 45 b SEANTHE0 58 8 4 8 58 FEIEETETS S o
TIOTAL i+ & o wmmr 5 5 0 s 5 zosessin oo s s s o ompsomminiio,s o » o o ae oeieisimias o

BOB CARR ACCOUNT
April & May 1983

GIANL AVOIIUE wioiors o s v s & wresorsio o s v a0 s onnivisne s o 6 o o0 oo scniesdfoce

JOHN MCCLURE ACCOUNT
April & May 1983

IVIOTIOE . < ciosis o5 5 oidtnivio 5 o w wrsiiovoiotolo ois o s o siovmisioie: o o oo o minia

..... 8.00
. $318.00

....18.00

..... 8.00
....68.00

.. $65.00

NATIONAL BOARD OF RETIREMENT & INSURANCE

April & May 1983

Grant AVENUE ;: 5 uemss s s 5o assmeis ¢ o orsiuniesss yes s

NATIONAL HOME MISSIONS

FHATITIOTN o rooneion . 5 BralaiE & 6 4 5 BUsGHlear 8 6 s & 4 e BIRMIATEE o #4350 @ Pia7s
Elder . ..o $30.00
OUIVOLL i+« viosonsi s o's & Siinssié £16 5 3 BSOS € € 5 3 ST EILEIET § 5 § 300
MANCSS « v e vee et e et ee e $40.00
United, West PIAING ......cosmsisissssssmmmossssssss
General Fund : : « s suims o omes sisisia: s oo s s $13.07
Marshfield toimue s o siomes resitianite § « & an sARNEET s 55h.a
OIMDBLL, 5 o eiscics oo s o wimnsinion o s o isnpisusst sl n & o 5 s i $20.00
General Fund. ... .cqeestsssaenses £ s oams 23.00
NIATEEE ; 5 sisvrs 5 Tainamatenn s 5 & ¥ erarasiions s .aneslosnes 40.00
COTUMDIA . o o arie g« 55 wmmeisis o 0 50 0 sonimisio s 68 o0 erosnaeis « o oe ols
NWANAIVOLE < vieiein s v o 0 sisisting o 58 BB RASEHES £ 5 % 5 4 $45.00
General Pund. e s iwamme s oo 5 ey s oo s 59.23
Grant AVENUE . . ..ottt e et e e
VanAIVOTL: < + o o o maaietond ¢ 3 st e s 5 o $11.00
General Fund............. ... ... .. 90.00
MANESS . v v o v vvivineseennmasesosiooosesssssss 10.00
WIGHBEE. ooiovni s 8 5 prslitonss s 3 5 EsHE0E 5 5.5 4 E@RiE s £8 415 MO
LOWAS: 5osicins o i oliion 8 5 & 5-esemarensen s #% aesrsssolsr ghy $40.00
Elder ...voeeiviivnosesimsnnsssessnoensssas 10.00
LIAKE: .. occionetc o opeimithi s & Bissivanaiontt 5 © 3 R hciasid F1s 128.00
Puleher i s« s gpmensh « 3 fonsssststs semese s ¢ 55 10.00
WoOlf Creek . ..covcvvimeoesvumeneeessooamesnsssseniens
VANAIVORE vvvi v o oo rminimast's » & ibnsistor s §55 5 Graisioionshs $10.00
Warren Walls ..« . s sfimass s & sosaan o s sueatons o8 & 88 Bz
Vandivort . ..ot $5.00
Mt PISEAN 1 e s 5 5 50t o 5 holem 8 5 s 300 Sriole i aa s sumse
MEATIORE « : sulhsmmnns owadlils & & sxemjamelis s 3 o & 4 Wy $50.00
WIS © et 50.00
RV 0T D300 5 Franlin Ry SR PR oy v sl S 50.00
SOULH SIA@: 5 5565 55 5 5 mivae i vs 3 Bsiaiis & 56 4 BAEees s Lo
FULCHET & o wviuiin v sceidio s » & » simmsiss sod s $5.00
INVIATTOBS . 5 ¥ waiireraBss s o v ebelOWRITS! o Ruedilasikiane 45,5 aviibrions 5.00
Fredericktown, First ........ ... ... .. . ..
LACWTS: i + s isiamons 5ve) pssion & 5 306 EHGIIGLES » € 13 $10.00
POOrAMY 56 5.5 5 onavorge o agpaone Mgt oV ooz o oA s 4.00

$40.00
$13.07

$83.00

$104.23

$111.00

$188.00

....$5.00

$150.00

$10.00

$138.00

Shockey oo raimn . rnsnsarsrimin. S 10.00

General Fund.:....qoue00sbasssmmsmemssn 75.00
BAPEON 1o:voimsiivio 55 5 s 608 o6 mipminss s wevisrs ilhinlsmiay 39.00

LTI GUON . caiiits siorens ot s s 331010 s T b AT A HAATE & ot e $220.00
OMDBN oot s 55 6 & .57 s SRR B R $40.00
LOng . 40.00
FICHET cswamamnemnss s s s 5 5% 50 & 30 4 255 aRpeEHG 40.00
VARAIVOTL wooveors 5006 0 2% T a0 5 0 o13Fns 0 0 mrororelorS060e 50.00
Manessi cammmssisones i s 4 5 53 Wb 5 & 5% sl 50.00

Dale & Marge McCurry.........coovviiiiiinnanennan... $10.00
INBION ommvsmasasis sia 20 5 HOes 5% 89 % 006 5 8 5.5 5oy $10.00

ViDUBDUM. covvimensiess oiss s st 6.8 85§ b o emasbies ity $50.00
LUBNIE . .oiomancniasmsssiaia e o v o 5 938 fre 8 & o hetsonmt socenidasese $10.00
I NERE e s P EE & 5§ S8 b AR ee 20.00
Vandivort «uvetummass e o il i s s SO TEAs 20.00

Eastern Gate ............coi i, $40.00
Vandivort «ioosssasisssoressssssssihssis $20.00
LeWis .ot 20.00

Farmin@ton . s eesomesa s s & of ndih s il i et $100.00
Thompson .............coiiiiiiiiiiin.. $80.00
MANGSE T 450 s s #o fs s s s e 5 20.00

Rolla®: $eesod oW e J0e SN St O v wiieou e e $100.00
Vandivort ... $100.00

Mtn: Grove; First ssassseesimess s o oo vonmsags samaniie $142.36
LeWiIRE ;o . Macrniha e o o el Bl $15.00
Maness.....oovuiiii i 92.36
Vandivort . « sosnsmvessionssesdnss ¢ soargsses 35.00

Bob & Glenda Keith ................................... $20.00
NVANAIVOLE . .55 IS o e coniionmsila toiss SATEATe $20.00

TRAVOE + « 555 s iovssswis b Soia s é v.e 5 55 < 5 5 Slal.ored sl et $61.00
Maness . .....oouuiiiii $13.00
Highway Helpers . amms siss st v 41.00
Evangelism:. : <o deti e et e i 1S 7.00

BevKeley & .0k 0 . ro o s N e B 1, Rt e S R $601.90
Fuleher .. viqo. vin s nonsssnsmsemess s $375.00
TBWIB el els b s o aets s oot dogtesa ot iay e s e Shgs o 30.00
)1 £+ o1 Tt S P S Rt e SR e st 15.00
Defictt ACEES. i 5 e s il st s 181.90

Rock-Chapels o o; & ; ottt bohl wsskensrasd fie ot e nis § 5 ete%s s $218.52
e e B R e e e AN, $218.52

Myntle)stertnc s o I s e T S s et $243.70
Fulcher ...... ... ... .. i ... $54.70
BVangeliSm) < v i is va 505 s amsaiaiite s 20.00
Highway Helpers .......................... 10.00
| 00 {3 R B e e S e g B U o e 66.00
MANESS = viicsia e s 38 60 o 5555845 Rempimiamaes 88.00
General Fund............................... 5.00

Fordland ....... ... i $561.00
General Fund .. 5.z it ot inaesadom i $33.00
IMANCSS o 511070 wen 085 + 55 5 3518 ok A d BT o TR 18.00

Flat River, First ...... ... .. i $10.00
93 SN O LI 8 e ttdor s a5l 5s 5 dbersls ATAREoe (b ithin $10.00

DU HOOVE wissisis s s vvnss oo oo minsmmsmisimmsome e ses s s $50.00
Fulcher ........ ... i, $50.00

INew Rock SPYIN@S s ms ook shris s 5wl o e ey s $180.00
Vandivort .......cooviiiiiiiiiniinnnnnn. $180.00

INGOSHO o, it s el e o T oM e e ST S $5.00
TLaKe, - & vnisimress e oas 55 5 k5206 85 3 s $5.00

Southeast District Assm ..............coiiiiiiiinn.... $100.00
Barron ... $100.00

DEINNEY a5 o i am s ias e e e Shetins & i ia I et L ey $8.00
General Bund . coe. sewelbeme s o noe ss v s S5 ek $8.00

Harmony, KC . ... $20.00
) DE e e e e e e e $15.00
MANECES < . o+ vsmaw s les B Imianiars « w505 & 55 2578 575 s 5.00

£ 27371 B G O RNV = S N NS I e . s $62.50
EIACES: il iciaoinn soms s sl s £ sxiias ot 3 $37.50
General BUndie: ¢ oasbisnt wssibommiieanseam 5 s 25.00

OIFAIION . . v e o v oiomimmibimrnssimisismmmmiaisions s ss ols o abisnsssss s $45.00
BUIChE .\ v » i conimins i assisies s ok $25.00
AAKIBEON ¢« ;s sami b e R e s s 20.00

JODLIM s i Saks sk e aras o n o i BT 62515 A spsxehvreliy $40.00
T L e e R R T T 0 $40.00

BOZEY RO .02 « - s e 5T0i0s5ubin e b WA oy @ 5 o o113 5 e s Pebas el $5.00
IATEEE ;- o it e o s s e S 5 et $5.00

A R e DRI T e S $3,276.28
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THE GEM
P. O. Box 991
Lebanon, Missouri 65536

A Tribute To Two Special Grandmothers

Mrs. Esther Hovis
Who passed away Oct. 22, 1982 at the age of 85.

Mrs. Edith Underwood
Who passed away Nov. 11, 1982 at the age of 76.

Grandmothers are something this old world
could not live without. Many people never remember
having a grandmother. (They have certainly missed a
special piece of life.) Others may not appreciate the
“gem” the Lord has loaned them for a season. (This is
sadder still.)

To have only one grandmother for a good portion
of your life isa blessing. But to have two grandmothers
living until you're 34 years old—well, that’s really a
double blessing! And for them both to be Christian,
God-fearing women, is just more than one could ever
ask. I'm privileged to say that I am one of those triply
blessed grandchildren.

Within the past three weeks, both my dear
grandmothers have gone on to their heavenly home of
which they talked and sang about so often during
their life time.

What a happy time some glad tomorrow
when we lay our heavy burdendown. . . it will
all be joy in that sweet home.

In the Sweet Forever was a favorite song at the
Copper Mines Free Will Baptist Church where they
were both long time members.

We know they are in Heaven praising Christ
their Savior and reunited with friends and loved ones
that preceded them to their everlasting home of peace
and joy. I could not want to bring them back to this
world of pain and suffering. That would be cruel and
selfish of me. But we grieve. Our hearts break and we
weep. Why? Because we loved them dearly and we
will miss their words of wisdom, their acts of kindness,
and simply, we will miss their presence among us.

Grandmothers have a way of making you feel
special —super special! I know now that the letters I
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wrote to Grandma Underwood when I was six years
old were nothing to brag about. Why, words were
misspelled and letters were formed incorrectly. But
sh_e kep_t them until her death and would show them
with pride to anyone halfway interested.

And photographs! Their homes (like so many
grandmothers’ homes) were filled with snapshots and
photos of the child ren, grandchildren, and “greats” as
Grandma U. would laughingly and lovingly refer to
her seventeen great-grandchildren. Her latest “great”
\}):/ea;s' born on her 76th birthday. How proud that made

My Grandma Hovis may not have been as vocal,
but we will always have the memories of her on the
farm in her print dress and apron. There was always
a lot of work to do, but she would patiently show us
how to churn butter, kill and dress an old hen, or
bottle feed an orphaned baby lamb. We knew she
loved us because she proved it by her actions thous-
ands of times.

We always received Bible training from both
my grandmothers. They read their Bibles daily and
practiced living what they learned. They taught us
faithfulness to the Lord’s house by their own faithful
attendance. They taught us honesty by being truthful,
and they taught us how to love by giving of themselves.

My Grandma Hovis had five children. They are
all born-ggam Christians, living for the Lord. Her ten
grandc.hlldren were all saved at early ages and most
are actively serving God

Grandma Underwood reared two children who
are both saved and serve the Lord. My uncle is a
deacon and my mother is a deacon’s wife. All eight
grandchildren accepted Christ as Savior during
childhood years.

Thank you God for giving me grandmothers
who had eternal values and who were fine examples
tousall. Time will heal in part the sadness our hearts
feel today, but our memory of them will never fade
away because it is pleasant, good, and lovely.

Written Nov. 12, 1982 (the day after the death of
Grandma Underwood) By: Judy Lytle



