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"I will come a . I am there gain ... that wh ye ma b ere y e also." 
John 14:3 



Washing The Saint's Feet-A Church Ordinance Part II by Reverend Vernon Long 

The real question we must answer is, Did Christ 
instruct us to actually wash one another's feet? Was the 
words of Christ in John 13:12-17 just for the disciples, as 
some would argue? No, for in the Great Commission 
given to the disciples we find these words, "Teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you."- Matthew 28:20a You will hear this same argument 
by those who do not want to live by Bible standards and 
excuse themselves - ''That was to people in Bible times 
and does not apply to us." In applying Matthew 28:20 to 
feet-washing, the question is this, Did Christ command 
His disciples to wash one another's feet? To answer this we 
must look at some key words in John 13. The Greek word 
translated "ought" (v. 14) is ophilo, which means "to owe, 
be under obligation, bound, duty, should." There are 
some 36 uses of this word in the New Testament, and why 
do most of the Bible scholars accept its meaning in these 
other passages, but will not accept its use in John 13:14, 
" ... ye also ought to wash one another's feet." Another 
key word in v. 14is "also" (kai). The Greek text reads,... also 
ye ought to wash one another's feet." Vines Expository 
Dictionary of New Testament Words says this, "When kai 
means "also" it precedes the word which it stresses." 
Here it stresses 'also ye ought." It is used again in v. 15 
stressing our duty to do as it says. The Greek text reads, 
" ... as I did to you, also ye should do." There are a couple 
other words in v. 15 which help to clarify the meaning of 
the verse. One of those words is "example" (hupodeigma), 
which means "that which is shown, hence a figure, a 
copy; an example whether for imitation, John 13:15; or 
for warning, Heb. 4:11.° And the other word is the little 
two letter word "as" (kathos), which simply means, 
"according as, just as, even as," according to "Thayer's 
Greek Lexicon." 

I am in no way trying to convince anyone that I am a 
Greek scholar, as I am very far from that. But I believe if a 
Seri pture verse is in question concerning its interpretation 
then we should use the resources we have and go to the 
original language to get its meaning. That being the case, 
there is another enlightening point seen in the Greek 
tenses of the verbs used by Jesus in vv. 14, 15 and 17. In the 
Greek language there are two basic ways of stating the 
action that is to be continued or repeated. It is enlightening 
to note the "washed" (v. 14a) and done" (15b) are first 
aorist active indicative verbs, which signifies the simple 
act of Christ. But you will find that "wash" (14b) and "do" 
(15; 17b) are present active, which signifies linear or 
continuous action. So it is very clear in a closer study of 
these verbs that feet-washing is an activity to be repeated 
and continued in the church. 

One other question to be answered is this, What is the 
symbolic meaning of feet-washing as Jesus gave the 
example? In Christ's lesson to the disciples, it does not 
symbolize the incarnation, but the observance of the 
ordinance does remind us of the incarnation (John 13:4, 
5). When we observe it we are reminded of the great 
incarnation passage in Phil. 2:5-8, where we are reminded, 

"Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.° 
Neither does it symbolize daily cleansing of sin, but as our 
Treatise says, it "reminds the believer of the necessity of a 
daily cleansing from all sin." (cf. John 13:10, 11) I John 1:7, 
promises the continuous cleansing of the blood of Jesus 
'if we walk in the light, as He is in the light." What is the 
symbolic meaning of feet-washing as Jesus gave it? I 
believe it is clear, that we are to be humble servants one of 
another. 

Why do we as Free Will Baptists wash one another's 
feet? Because the only way we can follow Jesus' example 
and obey His teaching in John 13:1-17 is to do as He did. 
That is, to perform a literal rite that has a symbolic 
meaning, and be sure we fulfill the symbolic meaning in 
our lives. If we do that, then people will know we are His 
disciples (John 13:34,35). The duty after understanding 
this Scripture is to do it as an ordinance and practice it in 
our daily lives. Christ "loved his own" (John 13:1b) and He 
"washed the disciples' feet" (v. 5). Without love, washing 
feet as an ordinance is in vain, but "if ye know these 
things, happy are ye if ye do them" (John 13:17). Our 
Treatise says, "It is the duty and happy prerogative of 
every believer to observe this sacred ordinance." 
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WORK DAY AT YOUTH CAMP 
May 5 

STATE YOUTH COMPETITIVE ACTIVITIES 
Drury College, Springfield, MO, May 11, 12 

SENIOR ADULT RETREAT 
Stonecroft Conference Center, May 15, 16 & 17 
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