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THE DYNAMICS OF
SPIRITUAL LIFE

God has saved each of us, not only to go to
heaven, but to become NOW in this life like our
Lord Jesus Christ! The dynamics of spiritual life
as tagught in the Bible are not limited to mere
Preparation for the hereafter, but includes God's
Prescribed model for living here and now on this
900( earth! One of the most misunderstood and
maligned passages of the New Testament is

Ound in the first chapter of St. Paul's letter to
€ Colossians; here, St. Paul writes, “So we
Pregch Christ to all men. We warn and teach
SVeryone, with all possible wisdom, in order to
: Fing each one into God's presence as a ma-
Ure individual in union with Christ” (1:28, TEV).
t Careful study of the scriptures confirm to us
at a salvific relationship with God through Jesus
t hrist is one that is linked to a changing life in
Is |ifetime. St. John emphasizes this fact by
Fiting, “whoever claims to live in him must walk
S Jesus did” (1 John 2:6, NIV). Properly under-
tood, this means we DO the things that Jesus
D as we grow in his grace and knowledge.
us, redemption is naturally to be followed by
Vidence of the desire for reformation in our char-
Cter and conduct. This does not mean that we
ill pe perfect down here, but it does mean that
® are being “perfected” or made more into the
keness of Christ.

How then, does this occur in the life of a
Sliever? Only as we both BELIEVE and DO
\/\?-rhe things! A good answer comes from Dallas

llard: “True character transformation
iegins...in the pure grace of God and is con-
nllally assisted by it. But action is also indis-
®ngable in making the Christian truly a

(continued on page 10)

KILLING IN THE
NAME OF RELIGION

Some skeptics attempt to discredit Chris-
tianity by bringing up the atrocities of the Cru-
sades, Inquisitions, and the Salem witch
hunts. All of which included some departure
from Jesus as a role model and his teach-
ings. In other words some people who claimed
to be Christians were not true, obedient fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ. Jesus went about for-
giving people of their sins, healing, and set-
ting people free from bondage (Luke 4:18-
19).

Dr. D. James Kennedy: “The Crusades
began as a reaction to Islam. The religion of
Mohammed had spread by the sword in the
seventh century, and millions of Christians
were forced to convert or be killed. In fact,
the forces of Mohammed even tried to con-
quer Europe, but they were checked in 732
on French soil by Charles Martel (the ham-
mer) in one of history’s most important con-
flicts, The Battle of Tours.”

During the Crusades, 30,000 people were
killed. Authorities were banning the Bible dur-
ing the Inquisitions. Many thousands were
killed. In 1692, some judges in Puritan New
England tried several hundred people and
twenty were hanged. Puritan leader, Increase
Mather, wrote a pamphlet, “Cases of Con-
science ... .. calling for the implementation of
the Biblical pattern of two witnesses, the kill-
ing stopped.”

“Using the most exaggerated criteria and
numbers, one could come up with no more
than 17 million people ... “ killed by people
who claimed to be Christians. This pales in

continued on page 10)
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WHAT EVER
HAPPENED TO FOURTH
CHURCH?

It's been a while since | have tried to
sit down and write but Fourth’s doors are
still opened. We know many have prayed
for our ministry. We deeply appreciate
that. | think the last news sent was regard-
ing the commissioning and leaving of our
former pastor, Rev. John Rhodes. As
many know, he and his wife Gail, are in
the Virgin Islands working at the school
there. Fourth has seen some fine men
come and then feel led by God to leave.
Instead of despair, we did what we've al-
ways done, prayed that God would send
us whom He wanted for our church.

Many smaller churches are still in
operation because as long as there is a
praying remnant, God still calls men of
God to pastor. It's when there is a long
dry spell in between tha frustration can set
in. We knew times of this in the past but
God blessed until we became self-support-
ing and He sent us the Rhodes family.

We miss them, but the work of Fourth
Church must continue. We couldn't give
up so again we prayed. We had to wait
on the Lord, but in a few months, Rev.
Gary Parker and his wife, Sharon, from
the DeSoto Church felt led to come and
work with us for the Glory of God. Their
son, Gary Matthew and grandson, Andrew
came with them and joined our church.

We were so excited, to say the least,
but we had some work to do. We spruced
up the parsonage and were so proud to
have the Parkers move in. We appreci-
ated all the hard work our men and some
of our women did to make this possible.
Pastor and wife were pleased with the la-
bor of love.

Well, needless to say, once a pastor
finds out people are willing to roll up their
sleeves, there was work that needed to
be done on the church building itself.

We have seen some folks saved and
the Lord is blessing our efforts. | firmly
believe Pastor Parker is a man of faith.
(You should see him up on a ladder.) |
say that because the old light fixtures are
gone and someone had to be brave to help
hang the new ones.

The old antique organ is gone and a
smaller model is in its place. Bro. Rodger
Young is our new organist and does an
excellent job. He and his wife, Vivian, pia-
nist really add to the service with their gifts
for music.
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We recently hosted the Tri-Annual
meeting. | think some folks were sur-
prised and possibly impressed. We still
have much to do but a lot can happen
when God enables His people to make
things happen for Him.

If you are ever in the neighbor-
hood, stop by and hear some great
preaching and you'll be able to read
your Bible better with the new lights.

Sue Winchester, church reporter

INDIAN CREEK
“FUN" RAISER
fOR
MISSIONS
CONFERENCE

The Mission Board of the Indian
Creek Association had a bowling tour-
nament on Feb. 23rd in Neosho to
raise funds for the November Missions
Conference. Six churches participated
from the association with 15 - four
person teams that bowled two lines
each. The top three team scores when
combining the two lines of bowling
determined the winners of the tro-
phies. First place went to the “Free-
dom Team” of the Jones Chapel
FWBC. Second place went to the
“Master's Men” of the First Church of
Neosho and the “Holy Rollers” of the
Carthage First Church took home the
3rd place trophy. Also a very used and
heavily damaged ball was awarded to
the team with the most “0” on the score
card. That award went to the NBC
team of the Purdy First Church.

An amount of $535.00 was raised
during the Saturday afternoon fun
raiser and will be included in the total
amount raised for the Mission Confer-
ence which will be held Nov. 3 through
8 this year.

Look for Youth
Camp Registration
Forms in May Issue

of Gem

CABOOL WELCOMES
NEW PASTOR

The Rick Batten
Family

The congregation of the First Free Wily
Baptist Church of Cabool extends a warm,
welcome to their new pastor, Brother RiCi
Batten and his family.

Brother Batten and his wife, Helen, haves
two children, Jacob and Jenifer. The family,
is from Ava, MO. They have served in Free
Will Baptists ministries for several years in
the Mansfield and Norwood communities.

CHILDREN'S TEACHER
TRAINING SEMINAR

Grant Avenue Free Will Baptist Churc
in Springfield is hosting the Spring 200 _
Children's Teacher Training Seminar, Satur
day, May 4th, from 9 a.m. - Noon.

As our culture evolves into an on-deman .
society, reaching children for Christ has be
come more and more difficult. Techniques the
worked ten, twenty or thirty years ago hav ¢
little effect on today’s kids.

At the Spring 2002 Children’s Teache
Training Seminar, we will examine wher,
today’s youth fit into society. What interest.,
them? And, how can we break through t .
reach them for Christ?

Kyle Dowden, the Education Coording
tor at Grant Avenue, hosts this three hot
event designed for teachers and workers |
your children’'s department. Registration fc
this ministry training seminar is open throug
the day of the seminar. Cost for this seming;
is $10 per person.

Grant Avenue Free Will Baptist Churc
is located at 1060 South Grant Avenue
Springfield. For more details, directions, or
register, call the church at 417-865-2450 «
on the web at www.grantavenue.org.

The Spring 2002 Children’s Teacher




CENTRAL INSTALLS
NEW PASTOR

by Larry Starnes, Deacon,
and Rev.Alan Kinder, Pastor,
Central Free Will Baptist Church

On Sunday, February 10, 2002,
Central Free Will Baptist Church in
Grandview, Missouriinstalled Rev. Alan
Kinder as pastor. Rev. Kinder had been
serving as assistant pastor at Heritage
Free Will Baptist Church in
Fredericksburg, VA. Previously, he had
served in the United States Navy where
he achieved the rank of Master Chief Petty
Officer, retiring in January 2000 after serv-
ing 22 years.

Rev. Nathan Ruble, Executive Sec-
retary of the Missouri State Association of
Free Will Baptists, preached the installa-
tion message and presided over the in-
stallation ceremony. During the ceremony
members of the church presented several
items to Rev. Kinder that were symbolic
of the church's expectations of, and com-
mitment to, the pastor. Among the items
presented were a new Bible, symbolizing
the truth that as children of God we need
to receive teaching and preaching that is
based on the Word of God. A book con-
taining family pictures and biographical in-
formation about families in the congrega-
tion was to symbolize that God has given
the new pastor a flock to shepherd and
was intended to help him get to know the
people. A basket of bread was presented
to the pastor’s family, symbolic of the time
that the church plans to spend in fellow-
ship with them. Other items were pre-
sented, accompanied by Scripture texts
and explanations of the symbolism. Rev.
Ruble also read a series of questions di-
rected to the pastor and the congregation
and their responses affirmed their com-
mitment to work together, pray for one an-
other, be faithful stewards, and to love and
care for one another as Jesus loves and
cares for the church.

An installation service for a new pas-
tor is not a common practice among Free
Will Baptists. The arrival of a new pastor,
however, should mean more than enter-
ing into an employment agreement in
which details of salary, housing allowance,
expense accounts, vacation time and
other details are agreed upon. Central's
experience has been that the congrega-

The Kinder family

tion and the pastors who have participated
have believed strongly that a special in-
stallation service recognizes the signifi-
cance of what God has done in bringing a
pastor and his family together with a new
congregation. A strong bond begins to
build between pastor and people as they
openly express before God their commit-
ment to one another and their desire to
do His will.

The installation service was followed
by a fellowship meal providing people an
opportunity to welcome their new pastor
and his family. Rev. Kinder's family in-
cludes his wife, Sharon, and daughter,
Denae.

From the Pastor’s Perspective

The relationship between pastor and
congregation is somewhat like a marriage.
There are expectations and hopes,
dreams and even some fears. There is
sadness at the realization that one chap-
ter of the life of a church has ended but
excitement about what lies ahead. All of
these emotions were present on Sunday,
February 10, 2002. At least they were
presentin me. | had left behind a wonder-
ful church family in Virginia, where for five
years my family and | had been blessed
with an opportunity to serve God. | real-
ized that for the first time | was going to
be called upon to meet the expectations
of a congregation as ‘the' pastor. | hoped
I would be able to rise to the needs, |
dreamed of building a ministry for God
here that would surpass everyone's ex-
pectations, but | was fearful that this was
going to overwhelm me in a short period
of time.

The installation service for myself and
my family represented not only an official
recognition of my new status as pastor, it
also represented to me the fact that | did
have the support of the congregation.

Because my family was included in the
ceremony, | believe it has helped them
make this difficult transition as well. For
all of the dreams and hopes of a new pas-
tor can go nowhere without the prayerful
support of the congregation. The cer-
emony aided me in cementing in my mind
that this church really did believe in me as
their new pastor. What a feeling of free-
dom this has given me. | feel able to ad-
dress any issue that might arise, knowing
that the people have committed to pray-
ing for me and supporting the work of God
in Grandview.

One last thought about the installa-
tion. As Bro. Ruble was preaching on that
Sunday morning, | had the very distinct
feeling that God was speaking to me
through Bro. Ruble’s message. Bro. Ruble
was describing the installation of Aaron as
the high priest, as recorded in Exodus 29.
As he spoke, | began to feel the peace of
God on my heart. You see, through all of
the hustle and bustle of preparing for the
move to Missouri, selling and buying
homes, changing schools for our daugh-
ter, and the actual trip itself, | had almost
forgotten what | was coming to Missouri
for. In that message, God spoke to me and
reminded me of my purpose for being
here.

What a privilege it has been in these
past few weeks to begin building even
stronger relationships with the people of
‘my’ church. The installation service was
a tremendous way to start, and Lord will-
ing we at Central will have many years
together to remember that bright, cold
Sunday in February of 2002, when we
committed to serving God together for the
sake of His kingdom.

Available for Pulpit
Supply and Revivals

After 38 years of ministry, Rev. Milan
Ruble has retired from pastoring and is
now available for revivals and pulpit sup-
ply. He and his wife Marcella have
served churches in the states of Wash-
ington, Idaho, and Missouri. Rev. Ruble
recently resigned as pastor of the
Verdella Free Will Baptist Church near
Liberal where he has pastored for the
past nine years.

The Rubles will be residing in Leba-
non and may be contacted through the
state office.
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MOTEL INFORMATION FOR

- MISSOURI FREE WILL BAPTISTS STATE MEETING

Lebanon, MO
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Holiday Onn

EXPRESS'

Missouri Free Will
Baptists Convention
Cowen Civic Center

Lebanon, MO

June 3 - 5, 2002

Super 8 Motel
1831 West Elm- 144 Exit 127
Phone 417-588-2574

Reservations 1-800-800-8000

1 bed, 1-2 people .............. $48.34 + tax
2 beds 1-2 people.............. 52.14 + tax
3people..cccooeeiniinii 54.99 + tax
4 people ..o 57.84 + tax

Children under 11 stay free
Continental Breakfast

Wyota Inn

Interstate 44 Exit 130

Phone 417-532-6171

Reservations 1-866-996-8246

Single - ..o $52.00 + tax
Blo[I]o][= - T———————e—— 55.00 + tax
add $5 for each additional person
Restaurant Breakfast included

in price of room

Holiday Inn Express

144 - Exit 127

1955 W. EIm St.

Phone 417-532-1111

Reservations 1-800-465-4329

1-4 people ....ccccoeeviennnn, $79.00 + tax
Large Continental Breakfast

Hampton Inn

930 Ivey Lane - 144 Exit 127
Phone 417-533-3100

Single.....ooooii $67.00 + tax
B o] U] ) [T —————— $74.00 + tax
Under 18 stay free
Large breakfast Bar
Senior Rate same as single

Days Inn

144 - Exit 127

Phone 417-532-7111

SiNgle ..o, $42.88 + tax
B[] o[ = 46.88 + tax

3-4people ....coooveveviiiinnnnnn 54.88 + tax

These rates may vary as the new rate list
was not available Continental Breakfast

Econo Lodge

44 - Exit 127

Phone 417-588-3226

Sing el memrrm $35.95 + tax
Double ........ccoooviiiiin. 39.99+ tax

These rates may vary as the new rate list
was not available Continental Breakfast



News From the

Bunches

Youth Camp

We returned last night from youth camp. We had
a tremendous camp session. Something quite
unusual happened. During the morning of the
last day, three of the leaders and several teens
went on a prayer walk. It was a good time of
praise, worship and intervention for the closing
sessions. Normally, as you know, the last day
is when all the fence sitters make their decision.
It was the same this year, except for the fact
that when the invitation was given, several older teens (19-20) years old, came for-
ward and were weeping profusely. In an instant there were nearly 80 young people in
the alter, and there was deep conviction. Young
men in college were there openly weeping be-
cause of sin and apathy. Then, one former youth
president asked to say something, he asked
public forgiveness from a person whom he had
offended. Another asked forgiveness for another
matter, others confessed sins, others confessed
their involvement in the church but that they did
not pray or study God's work. The time was a
good time of repentance and confession. Sev-
eral made salvation decisions and others were
called to different ministries. There were over
100 youth present.

Children’'s Camp

Children's camp was held Feb. 27-
March 2. There were 89 campers and over 30
helpers. Of the 89 campers, 27 made profes-
sions of faith in Christ. We had 13 campers
from Chitre. One of them, who is a new
addition to our Bible Club was saved also.

Brenda

worked with the puppets and did a great job.
Amanda was the coordinator for all the youth
helpers and the games and competition times
and | (Stan) was a speaker, sound guy, pot
washer and head banger in the after 11 pm
sessions that weren’t on the program, but take
place at all camps.

News From the Pinkertons

My water supply is lowering..it's been off since Sat. night..Electricity was off , but
it returned Sunday afternoon.

Church yesterday was LLLOOONNNGG. Began at 8:30 but many, many special
songs..these folks LLOOVVEE to sing. With the drums | can't hear the words, so just
clap my hands. No lights, no fans (glad | took mine- to stir air & exercise one hand!) A
very detailed, long testimony (Lady’s hubby needed surgery..had two, but never got
better..third surgery found a compress that had been left during previous surgery!)

Normally-what is normal?-church is out by 10:30. Reason being that Sunday is
THE big market day in Bouna; women need to go to market. Noon meal can’t be fixed

continued on page 9
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Missouri State
CTS Competition
May 10 - 11, 2002
Southwest Baptist

University

Bolivar, MO

The 2002 Missouri State Compet
tion is just around the corner. Sout!
west Baptist University will be the si!
for this year's competition. We're expec
ing the largest number of entries ever.

Remember these rules: Individu
contestants may enter no more than thr¢
(3) categories and divisions, exclydi
Bible Competition entries. Any chur
having four (4) or more entries in pMuys
and Arts Categories 1-9, must have
least one Bible Competition entry
the lowest level of competition.

Coaches and Sponsors neeq to
thoroughly familiar with the NYC G ic
lines. Copies of the Guidelines cgn
obtained from the Lebanon Bible a
Book Store (417) 532-9516.

Entry Fees for the competition st
be: !
$25.00 per single entry category
$45.00 per group entry (2-4 peop
$75.00 per group entry (5+ peopl
The entry deadline is April 1
2002. Please use a separate form 1
each entry. Send entry forms and €
propriate fees to:

Missouri Youth Ministries Bd.
% First Free Will Baptist Church
2919 Kage Rd.

Cape Girardeau, MO 63701
(573) 334-8461

MOTEL
ACCOMMODATIONS
FOR
CTS COMPETITION

Super 8 Motel

PO Box 562

1919 S. Killingsworth

Bolivar MO 65613

The rates are as follows

4 in room $65.50

3 in room $60.68

2 in room $55.85

1 in room $46.20
Continental breakfast

T e L




National Youth Conference Competition Registration Form

COMPETITION CODES

Circle the appropriate information be-
low and write correct code numbers in
the boxes in the top right-hand corner:
AGE GROUP...

A Grades 1-3
B Grades 4-0
(& Grades 7-9
D Grades 10-12

BIBLE DIVISIONS...

0.11 Bible Memorization - Grade
0.12 Bible Memorization - Grade
0.13 Bible Memorization - Grade
0.14 Bible Memorization - Grade
0.15 Bible Memorization - Grade S
0.16 Bible Memorization - Grade €
0.17 Bible Memorization - Grade
0.18 Bible Memorization - Grade 8
0.19 Bible Memorization - Grade ¢
0.20 Bible Memorization - Grade 10

0.21 Bible Memorization - Grade 11

0.22 Bible Memorization - Grade 12

0.40 Bible Sword Drill - Grade 4

0.50 Bible Sword Drill - Grade S

0.60 Bible Sword Drill - Grade 6

0.70 Bible Tic Tac Toe

0.80 Bible Bowl

0.90 Truth Quest

MUSIC & ARTS...

Vocal Solo

1.10 Vocal Solo (Age A - B)

1.20 Male Vocal Solo ( Age € - D)

1.30 Female Vocal Solo (Age € - D)
Vocal Ensemble

220 Duets

230 Trios

2,40 Quartets

250 Ensemble with 5-12 members

260 Ensembel with 13 or more members
Instrumental Solo (non-keyboard)
110 Woodwind

3.20 Brass

130 Stings (Bowed)

3.40 Swrings (Plucked)

3,50 Percussion

Instrumental Ensemble

410 Ducts, Trios, or Quartets

420 Lnsemble with § or more members

SV W —

~

Keyboard

510 Manual/Electronic Solo
5.20 Keyboard Ensemble
Communication Arts
6.10° Famous Speech

6.20 Preaching

0.30 Individual Drama

6.40 Hlustrated Storytelling
6.50 Group Drama

6.0 Puppetry (live)

6.70 Puppetry (recorded)
Creative Writing

7.10 Short Story

7.20 Essay

7.30 Poctry

Electronic Media

8.10 Video

8.20 Web Page Design

8.30 Powerpoint Presentation
Creative Arts

9.10 Pamting

9.20 Graphics

9.30 Three-Dimensional Art
9.40 Photography

9.50 Fabricated Art

9.60 Promotional Graphic Art
970 Computer Art

COMPETITION FEES

$25.00 Per single entry category
$45.00 per group entries of 2-4 people
$75.00 per group entries of S+ people

District-State-National

20 I:I |:| Record code numbers from left column here e=p D - D o|:|

Year

Name of participant or group (as you want it to appear in the directory)

(LTI I T T T I T I T I T et

Name of Church - City - State
LTI rrrrrrrrrg et el L
Pastor's Name Pastor's phone number

(T T I T e -C A T

Director's phone number

(T

Name of director (or coach)
HNNENEEENEEEEEEEEEEE
Name of Association Total Fee for this entry
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEREE s [ [.lolo

Complete the following information for each participant in this entry:

1. Name 7. Name

Address Address

City St Zip City St. Zip

Phone Birthday Grade just completed Phone Birthday Grade just completed
2. Name 8. Name

Address Address

City St Zip City St Zip

Phone Birthday Grade just completed Phone Birthday Grade just completed
3. Name 9. Name

Address Address

City St Zip City St Zip

Phone Birthday Grade just completed Phone Birthday Grade just completed
4. Name 10. Name

Address Address

City St Zip City St Zip

Phone Phone Birthday * Grade just completed

Birthday Grade just compiceted

5. Name 1'1. Name

Address A ddess

City St Zip City . St Zp

Phone Burthday Grade just completed Phone B irthday G rade st com pleted
6. Name 12, Name

Address \ddress

City St Zip City St Zip

Phone Birthday Grade just completed Phone Birthday Grade just completed

For groups larger than 12, please use two forms to record additional information.

PARTICIPANT’S PLEDGE (0 be signed by the individual participant or by the director (coach) of a group)

I certify that the information on this form is correct and that I (or cach group member) meet the requirements for compe-
tition indicated above as stated in the Guidelines for Competitive Activities, and I promise to conduct myself (or group) in a

manner becoming to a Christian and representative of my church, district, and state.

PLEASE USE A SEPARATE
FORM FOR EACH ENTRY!

Mail to: .\'l\;n;nmc ul'rl‘;nlmp;nu-m' [)1] ector (Coach)
Missouri Youth Ministries Bd.
% First Free Will Baptist Church
2919 Kage Rd.

Cape Girardeau, MO 63701

Please Print Plainly



$10 per person desposit required

2040 OSAGE ST.
LEBANON, MO 65536

Please send registration Jorm to:
SENIOR ADULT MINSTRIES BOARD

Oenior Pdult Retreat
Stonecroft Conference Center
Session | May 13 - 15
Session Il May 15 - 17
Speakers: Singers:
Frank Giunta The Keith Family
Clarence Burton The Gospel Chords
Lynn Wood Eddie Vincent
Francis Simpson
REGISTRATION FORM
Please Print
Name B Home Phone (_ ) ;s ‘
Address _____ City o State__ Zip \
Church i
Cost: Double $50.00 per person We would like to attend: (Please check one)
All Others  $45.00 ___Session | -May 13 -15 No Preferencce

___Session Il - May 15 - 17

Staying with:

Excerpt From McClure Newsletter

We have been in the states since June,
using this time to first seek God's will con-
cerning our ministry and secondly try to
supplement our support that has been de-
clining. We had been struggling over this
decision for a good deal of time. For the
past four years we have been feeling a
change in the Lord's leading. It was not until
this past November, after much prayer and
soul searching, we came to the decision not
to return full time to Mexico for now. . .

At this time we are still seeking God's
will concerning the ministry He wants to use
us in. Please help us pray for wisdom and
direction.

We are fully aware of the great bless-
ing we have in you, our Christian friends.
We know, beyond the slightest doubt, the
things that have been accomplished would
have been utterly impossible without your
financial gifts and prayers. We truly count
you as our special friend and co-laborer.

And, as such, we would like to ask a
special favor. Because our support has not
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been adequate to meet the needs of the
mission, during the past nine years we have
only been able to stay on the field by charg-
ing some of the mission’s expenses on our
own personal credit cards and personal
loans. At this point we are still $29,900.00
in the red. We have elected to pay off this
indebtedness in phases. In the first phase,
we have set a goal of $11,500. Since we
don't plan to return permanently to the field,
we do plan to search out some form of work
for our own personal expenses, but would
like to continue receiving funds to help erase
this deficit. In the meantime, of course, it
will be necessary to use some of the funds
for living expenses during this transitional
period since we have only found part-time
work. We would like to ask you to help us
pray specifically for this need.

Let us state here, if you feel led to trans-
fer your support to another missionary, we
only want you to obey God'’s leading in it,
and are truly grateful for all you have done
for us. However, if you feel the Lord lead-

ing you to continue helping us to pay?
these mission debts, be assured we v
continue to keep you informed, on a qud
terly basis. . .
Once again, let us say thank you. Y

all have been so faithful to our ministry dv
ing the nearly twenty years we were able!
serve the Lord in Mexico. It would be if
possible to be able to tell you how mut
you all have meant to us through the yea'
And, because of you, there are seve'
people enjoying Heaven today, and ma
more headed there. For us, when we ¢
arrive over there together, one of the gré?
est joys we look forward to is to be able
introduce you to the ones that are the
because you cared for their souls.

If you have any questions you can e-mf
me at johnrmcclure@mail.com or call "
at 615-746-0881.

We love you all. Have a good year sen!
our Lord.
John and Paula McCIU!

I————d.



HUNTER
70
HEAD
RANDALL
HOUSE

Reverend Ron Hunter has been cho-
sen by the Sunday School and Church
Training Board as the new general direc-
tor of Randall House Publications. He will
serve as general director-elect from March
1 until August 15 when current General
Director Dr. Alton Loveless will retire.

Brother Hunter served most recently
as executive pastor of Cofer's Chapel
FWB Church in Nashville. The Florida
native was licensed to preach in 1984 and
later ordained by the North Florida Asso-
ciation.

He is completing his MPA (Master of
Public Administration) degree at Tennes-
see State University. He is a graduate of
Free Will Baptist Bible College. He also
completed a Military Science Program at
Vanderbilt University as well as other ex-
tensive military training—U.S. Army Jump
and Army Parachute Rigger Schools, Air
Assault School, Nuclear, Biological, and
Chemical Warfare School and more. He
was commissioned an Infantry Officer, 2nd
Lieutenant, by the Secretary of the Army.

His denominational experience in-
cludes 11 years of pastoring in Florida and
Tennessee, chairman of the Florida State
Christian Education Board, assistant clerk
of the Florida State Association, Mission
Board chairman (Indian River Association)
and Florida State Camp Board member.
He serves as layout and designer for the
Florida state paper (The Co-Ordinator). He
is also the Creative Director of the
denomination’s Media Commission.

Brother Hunter brings a broad range
of media and marketing skills to his new
position. He was an owner-partner in The
Advertising Agency, Inc., a full-service
advertising agency. He also served as a
news print advertising consultant and as
an account executive with WTLH-TV FOX
49. Earlier, he served as hub supervisor
for University Parcel Service. He was an
academicAll-American in high school.

Ron and Pam (Stokes) Hunter have
been married 14 years. They have two
children—Michael (8) and Lauren (6).

KENNETH AKERS TO
LEAD MASTER'S MEN

Kenneth Akers, 44, was named
general director of the Master’'s Men De-
partment at the December 5, 2001
Master's Men Board meeting.

Brother Akers is an ordained minister
who has served as the Director of Minis-
try Development for Master's Men since
April of 2000. Prior to coming to work for
Master's Men, he served in youth and
men'’s ministry. Mr. Akers, a licensed op-
tician, made a major commitment in join-
ing the Master's Men Department. He sold
Visual Fashions, a successful optical busi-
ness in Crossville, Tennessee, that he
owned and operated since 1983 in order
to become a part of the Master’'s Men staff.

Tom Dooley, who announced his res-
ignation at the December Board Meet-
ing, said to the Master's Men Board in his
report, “| know of no one who is better
qualified or prepared to lead this ministry
than Kenneth Akers.”

Kenneth brings a variety of experi-
ences and a tremendous amount of en-
thusiasm to this position. In the Master’s
Men newsletter, Brother Akers said, “I
want to see the men of our denomination
step up and be the spiritual leaders God
expects. | believe when we as men serve
God like we are capable, we will make a
difference in our families, churches, and
communities.”

Kenneth and Sandra Akers, married
21 years, have two children, Brandon (19)
and Ryan(16).

News Release

Ashlee Powelka, a Free Will Baptist
Bible College sophomore from Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, died in the Polston Hall women's dor-
mitory sometime during the morning of
March 1, 2002. The cause of death is cur-
rently unknown.

Ashlee was a Business Administration
major. She was a member of the Virginia
Beach (VA) Free Will Baptist Church and a
graduate of Gateway Christian School. She
was serving as Business Manager for the
Lumen, the college’s yearbook.

A service was held at the college to
remember Ashlee and the richness of her
life. Students shared their memories and
celebrated the confidence that Ashlee is
with the Lord.

Her funeral was held on March 4 in
Virginia Beach, Virginia. Members of the
administration, staff, and student body, in-
cluding President Tom Malone, attended.

Worthington Book
of Letters Planned

ANTIOCH, TN- The Executive Office staff
is gathering materials for a book of letters
honoring Dr. Melvin Worthington who re-
tires this year after 23 years as executive
secretary.

The tribute letters will be bound into a
book and presented to Dr. Worthington
when the national convention convenes
in Memphis this July.

Denominational officials, state lead-
ers, pastors and friends are invited to write
letters of appreciation to be included in the
book. Recall a special memory, an expe-
rience or other reminder about Dr.
Worthington’s tenure as a denominational
servant.

Deadline to receive the letters for in-
clusion in the bound volume is June 4.

Please send the letters to:
Worthington Tribute c/o Jack Williams, Ex-
ecutive Assistant P. 0. Box 5002 Antioch,
TN 37011-5002

Pinkertons continued from p. 6

until  AFTER market.. Well, after all the
singing, testimony.. two offerings AND
many announcements, it was past 10:30
and then the preacher had his time. The
sermon was a very good one..to make a
long story shorter, it was 12 before | got
home...hot, thirsty & wanting a shower. No
electricity, no water, no shower!

Jerry had left the house at 7:30 Sun
am picking up 4 Bible Institute students
dropping them off at different FWB
churches along the way as he continued
to Doropo, attended services then re-
turned picking the students, rice & other
people for the return trip.. one lady rode
the 9 miles back to her village. She had
WALKED TO CHURCH that morning not
knowing she'd get a ride back home.
Would | be so faithful to attend? He got
home about 1pm just as the electricity
came back on! Whew! Fans, refig AND
the computer..thank you Lord.

No water all day. It's Monday noon
and still hasn't appeared. The Bible Insti-
tute & Andersons are on lower ground;
they have water..we may take our empty
buckets & fill up.

Classes going well at the Bible Insti-
tute. Jerry's doing his best to walk 3 miles
most evenings..no trouble with his legs.

Thanks for helping us to be here
through your prayers & gifts.
Jerry & Carol Pinkerton
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Killing in The Name...continued from page 1

comparison to the estimated 130 million killed in the name of the secular
state during the 20th century by Hitler, Stalin, Mao, and others (Dr. D.
James Kennedy and Jerry Newcombe, “What if Jesus Had Never Been

Born?”, Thomas Nelson, pp. 207, 209-219, 236: 1994).

Ravi Zacharias wrote that Hitler was influenced by the writings of
Darwin and the German philosopher, Nietzsche. If humankind evolved
as result of naturalistic causes there would be no deity to whom one
would be accountable. Nietzsche taught that God is dead. “As Dostoevske

said, if God is dead everything is justifiable.”

Ravi Zacharias: “If | am merely the product of matter and at the mercy
of material determinism, why should | subject myself to anyone else'’s

moral convictions?

“If, on the other hand, | am fashioned by God for His purpose, then |
need to know Him and know that purpose for which | have been made,
for out of that purpose is born my sense of right and wrong” (Ravi
Zacharias, “Can Man live Without God? W Publishing Group, Nashville,

TN, pp. 22-23, 39-40, 1994).

Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.
Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:31,32,

NIV).
Worship Service Averages
November 2001- February 2002

Churches: Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb.
Beacon 107 1156 107
Belton 43 56 46 48
Buffalo 1st 107 109 105
Cabool a7 42 42
Calvary Chapel 265 240
Calvary Fellowship 280 325 342 316
Cape Girardeau 1st 59 53
Copper Mines 47 49 43 48
Columbia 52 47 46 55
Crossroads-Lebanon 85 82
Crossroads-Wentzville 65 68 73 72
De Soto 226 226 212 217
Hannibal 78 91 84
Hannon 140 181 137 135
Harmony - Parkville 86 68
Hartville 182 202 189 197
Hopewell 40 35 38
Houston 69 73 61 64
Hurryville 96 99 96 93
Joplin 1st 101 92
Lebanon 1st 131 130 108
Lebanon FWB 51 50 48
Macedonia- Purdy 159 165 163 160
Mill Creek 84 80 85 88
Mine LaMotte 34 40
Mt. Pisgah 75 73
Myrtle 32 29 30 33
New Life - Licking 68 75 82
Oak Hill- Union 49 53 56 62
O’Fallon 1st 1565 158 156 156
Oskaloosa 22
Ozark 1st 149 180 177
Pleasant Hill 27 32 26
Purdy 76 63 56
Richwoods 41 41 41 42
Rock Chapel 50 57 65
Rolla 1st 36 32
Springfield 1st 125 138 127 159
Sunnyview 45 45 45 47
Thayer 175 187 171
Trinity 72 83 95
United 514 554 584 570
Willow Springs-Mtn. Grove 72 74 63
This is only a partial listing. There are 184 FWB Churches in Missouri.
Each church is encouraged to send in their worship averages.
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Dynamics of Spiritual... continued from Qage_l

. - deff
different kind of person...Failure to act in cert_alnv deefs
nite ways will guarantee that this transformation doo(
not come to pass” .* In other words, there are things

. ¢
us to DO that Jesus DID that are emphasized by th

of our Christian life.

. ; ich aré
Words and Deeds of Christ in the Scriptures which aen
instrumental and necessary for the mature developm

. . 1:~ated
Careful examination of the life of Jesus indicat

s 0
two general categories of spiritual disciplines for us

i o2t e . . 5 , ;,]L'U<
follow: The Disciplines of Abstinence: solitude, silent®

- : . : 1l DisCE
fasting, frugality, chastity, secreey, sacrifice, The D
plines of Engagement: study, worship, celebra

tiol

prayer, fellowship,confession, submission.* As We Pra(
tice these disciplines we allow the grace of God t0 L
more effectively in our lives to make.us what Go
tends for us to be. Grow in relationship with God
simply believing God and doing what Jesus did!

d in

S
* Dallas Willard, THE SPIRIT OF THE DISC/PLINE

February 2002

Financial Report

Cooperative Disbursements
February 2002 ...cu.siesiniim $54,950.58

18.50%MiOHome Missions . $10,165.86
17.00%Executive Office .......... 9,341.60
3.00%General Fund .1,648.52
.50%Show-Me Plan 274.75
8.50%Youth Camp Board ...... 4,670.80
3.00%Y. C. Restricted Fds .... 1,648.52
2.00% Youth Ministries Bd ..... 1,099.01
2.00% Christian Education Bd 1,099.01
2.00% Senior Adult Min Bd .... 1,099.01
9.00% State Retirement ......... 4,945.55

ST 01 F——————————— 17,309.43
National Ministries, Hillsdale and
California Christian College
Foreign Missions Board
National Home Missions Board
Same Allocation
Free Will Baptist Bible College
HillsdaleFWB College
Executive Department
Layman's Board
Radio & TV Commission
Theological Commission
Historical Commission
Board of Retirement & Insurance
1.00% California Christian College

3.00% Show-Me Plan ............ 1,648.52
Totall  mcmsiimammnssereasns $54,950.58
Co-op
AMIY oo $122.87
Aulsbury Chapel ........ ...$104.62
Bailey ................ ++:.$225.00
Bailey Chapel .. ... $364.00
Belton .......... .- $335.20
BEIOAN .....ccnmasmiionississiosionsassmnnns $42.00
Bethel- EI Dorado Springs .......... $98.36
Bethel- Northview .................... $380.00

Calvary Chapel ..
Cape Girardeau .....
Carthage
Central........cccovviienneeees
Chapel of the Ozarks
Christ Chapel ...........

Clifton ...

Columbia

Copper Mines ... 6.
Cornerstone ............... §699
Crossroads- Wentzville ... v
Crossroads-Lebanon ....... $’505,0-
CUbA ssssssumssssesmsummarnsiis =G 400,01
Desoto 1st........ 5;155.;1
Emmanuel- Col ......... i 541,
Faith & Hope- Aurora ... 1042
Faith & Hope- Willow Springs - 3351‘-
Farmington 1st .......ccoooemeeees 5:494&
Fordland .........ccoeeosmeeneesnsseess™®® $250-a
FOUMtA s asmamavoneanseaisiasor T $378-11
Fredericktown 1st .... '5476-

Freeman Chapel ...
Gospel Light .....
€] To! - TRm—
Grant Avenue
HBANDN i ucinssssnses
Harmony .......cccccceeee
Harmony Fellowship
Hartville ...................
Hickory Grove ..
Hopewell .................
Houston 1st .........
Hurryville ..
Jackson ...
Joplin 1st ......

Kirksville 1st ............
Koshkonong ...........

Lead Hill ........ccooeveememmemmmenss™



Lebanon ... $304.07
. $965.09

Lone Star...... ...

Macedonia- Nia
ngua
Marshfield e

l\’\:_tlalrls Chapel .

il Creek ........... A
Mine LaMotte ... . $;g;/gg
Monett 1st ... $512.33
Mt Pisgan . $402.00
M. Zion- Gower B $45‘70
Mtn. Grove 1st.... $1,538.48

Myrtle

B ‘
Ogt grove- Mountain Grove .... $146.33
¢ rove- Mtn. Grove . $222.64

akHil............ T $1,360.61

.$1,273.00
... $340.00
$1,377.45
... $584.48

Parkvie
W eroiiinneessnsnaniessies $496.60

Pleasant Hj

Pleasant Home
Pleasant Ridge ..

Otosi 1st .
Republic ., S10000
Rlchwoods 1st.. . 2;2888

Rock Cha
Rolla byl pel ..

i'dErne f
Willoy SS i, $9
e 55.00
T o
$54,950.58

c

Cehtra|

ChriSMan“K;l .........

C\’)|umbia' :

QOperati\" ...........

e P

Opper Mines o

OPPer Mineg -

Opper Mines -
rornerstone .

0ss 2
Cuby Roads . |,

DESOt0 18t .viviiiiiciiciiieieieies $552.50
DeSoto 1st - Auditorium Class ... $15.00
Faith - St. Louis ........... i

Faith & Hope - W.S.
Farmington 1st ..

Fordland $250.00
FOUNH ,oonessssiiissimmisinsssonsassan .
Fredericktown 1st . $150.00
Freeman Chapel ... $540.00
Garrett, R. ..o $15.00
Gospel Light ..o $1,000.00
Grace ......... ... $864.00
Graham, Si suwessemvemarssrsrssssssns $30.00
Grant AVe. ......cccoveiresieenss ... $275.00
Greater Springfield Assn. ........... $92.00
Greenfield .................

Hannon
Harmony - Parkville .................. $113.62
Hartville ...............

Hastings, H.
Houston 1st
HUrryVille ..o

Hurryville Sr. Adult S.S. Class ... $17.00
Jackson
Joplin 1st ...........
Leadington .
Leadington .

Lebanon 1st ... !
Lebanon FW.B. ..o $30.00
Macedonia - Purdy $4,000.00
Maggart, D. .c.ocovvrineinnis $45.00
Matthews, G. .....cccoevvrrmrnmneeeans $45.00
Merl's Chapel .

Mill Creek ..........

Mill Creek C. W. F. ...
Mill Creek Young Adult S.S.C..... $15.00

Mine La Motte ;
Missouri WAC ... $1,233.59
NAONERL 18 ..vosivssvismssimssvsssmsannanesn $340.00
Mountain Grove 1st ...........ccee. $395.00
MOUSEF, J. vovvrenrersessuniessimanesssnsses

Mt. Pisgah ....... .
Mt. Zion - Thayer ........ccoocevvenenns $30.00
MYRHIE ioviiesisesivevoremmmmesensnssasnsnrase $75.00

Neosho 1st ............

New Home - Hartville ........ ...$150.00
New Hope - Fredericktown ....... $105.00
New Life - Licking ............ ...$718.00
New Life - Monett ............ $375.00
New Testament ............... $15.00
Noel , D, .o $15.00

Oak Grove - Houston
Oak Hill - Union .
O'Fallon 1st ....

Park Hills 1st
Parker, G. ....c.ccceeve
Parkview - Desloge ..
Pinkerton, J. ....cccovneennes
Pleasant Grove - Anderson ...... $135.00
Pleasant Hill

Pleasant Home ...

Pleasant Ridge - Urbana ............ $50.00
PUFAY .o .. $345.00
Raiter, K. vsisssesssmesivess $30.00
RIichwoOdS ...coooviieenins . $82.50
Rock Chapel $225.00
Rogers, F. ...... $15.00
Rolla 1st ...... $30.00
Royal 08K ......coovveivirmmsinnees $120.00
Ruble N. ...... $45.00
South Fremont .............cceeee ... $55.00
Springfield 18t ... $515.00
St. Louis Assn. ..$138.00
Stockton ... $427.39
Thayer ......cccoeeens $230.00
Thomas, E. $15.00
Trinity ... $510.00
Union Light ..e.eocees $150.00
United - West Plains ................. $432.82
UNtY covoeeeeeeeeeneos ... $75.00
Verdella .............. i
Viburnum ............

Victory - Alton

Walnut Grove ........cccoceeeieeiennns
Waynesville 1st

White, R. .........

WIlSINBES: suussussimssmmvvermmna . j
Willow Springs - Mtn. Grove ..... $103.50
Willow Springs 1st ..o $150.00
TOtA] «ouremsessasssississinasessusssnioss $27,195.54
Foreign Missions

Calvary Chapel - Buffalo ....... $4,000.00
(01111 -] | s $30.00
Chapman, A: cosimmsesresmsissnna $20.00
Cuba ..o ... $28.40
Farmington 1st ... ....$17.50
Fordland ................. ....$10.00
Fredericktown 1st ....$20.00
Gospel Light .... ... $80.00
Grant AVB. ..cccecrevunesssseessinsasessans $40.00
Harmony Fellowship (Colorado) . $15.00
Hickory Grove .........ccocevniiienns $66.24
Houston 1st ... .... $40.00
LOWIS, DL, onrmusiiassmisassisspssugooispinss $10.00
Macedonia - Purdy ................ $5,000.00
Matthews, A. ...... ....$15.00
V110 51 - CH——— ....$10.00
Neosho 18t ..o ... $25.00
New Home - Lebanon ..$100.00
New Testament ...... ....$80.00
Park Hills 18t ..oooiiiiiiiiieiieiiins $5.00
Springfield 18t ..o $10.00
Thayer ...... $10.00
Trinity ... $219.94
West Plains 1 ... $25.00
TOtAl csvsosissinisssosssssunasvonsesvsssns $9,877.08

State Home Missions

COOK, H, vissrssmsmmsasmessins $10.00
Desoto 1st ....$90.00
Desoto 1st Childrens Church...... $40.00
Gospel Light ... $80.00
Grace ....... o AR 0 $40.00
Lebanon Bible & Bookstore ...... $330.00
Macedonia- Purdy ............ .. $750.00
Merls Chapel .......... $10.00
Mtn. Grove 1st.... $25.00
Myrtle ........... $88.00

O'Fallon .

Ozark 18t ..oocoveeis

Pleasant Ridge .......... $20.00
Skiles, D. ...... $88.00
Thayer ... $60.00
THRIY ©oveveeenerniereresneeeeseesnes $47.27
UNIEA e $25.00

Warren, L. $50.00
Waynesville ... $50.00
White, R. .ooveeiieiiiiiieiens $10.00
Wormington, L. ... $30.00
FOLAL o vorannsennanssssonssinaiipussrsssvss $1,920.77
Youth Camp

[T L0 AR——" 10.00
NIBNGUAE v 20.00
New Life- Monett . 204.40
New Life- Monett ........... 224.70
Rolla 18t .ovevssvemrsensossees 20.00

Cabool 1st ....
Cornerstone ...

Thayer ..........

Mt. Pisgah ....ocoooveremmnnniines 15.00
Hannon ......ccceeuee ..50.00
New Home- Hartville ..... 10.00
(87,0 1, |- Sm—— ..10.00
MEn. Grove 18t ...ccccreeveniniineneees 10.00
Lebanon Bible & Bookstore . 180.00
VErdella ..o.vveeveeeriieimrasissinisnnssnnes 10.00
Willow Springs- Mtn. Grove .......... 10.00
DeSoto 18t ..occivvviiiiiieinns . 55,00
Trinity ... ..9.00
Buffalo 18t .....cooveenees 50.00

Park Hills 1st ...
West Plains 1st
Cabool 1st ....

Camp Development Fund

MyrIe oo 24.00
Rock Chapel . ..280.00
O'Fallon ..... ..500.00
Houston ISt auswmssmssssmmmsniss 100.00

Free Will Baptist Bible College
Cabool 18t ..o 152.16
Ruble, Nathan ..
Cornerstone .........cc.ccoreenns

5221 G ) O 30.00
Verdella ..... 120.99
DeSoto 1st ....40.00
Totallsssssaussammsmnssommusssasevis $408.15

Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College
Farmingtonidst: susosevmmmssmssns 147.84
TMHBYET ,sssassmssrssssnsumsstimmyasims 55.00

Joplin 1st
Indian Creek Association(Have A Heart)
658.00

Neosho 181 ..o 50.00

Southeastern Free Will Baptist
College

Springfield 1st
TOtal.c.csviissensmovsnesssannossansasansanssons

C. E. Board

Lebanon Bible & Book Store ...... 130.00
Total osississsinmirasssssnssiressssasanss $130.00
Senior Adult Ministries

Lebanon Bible & Book Store ...... 130.00
Total sisessisisssnsnsssmssmsssissassries $130.00

Youth Ministries Board
Lebanon Bible & Book Store ...... 130.00

Trula Cronk Home for Children

MYIlE <vioismasssmmmmemmsresrsssnsanns 1.00
New Life- Monett ..............
New Life- Monett .

UNILY oo 20.00
New HOPE ..ooveeeiiiiiiiciciieiens 30.00
DeSoto 1st ... 55.00
Stephens, T. ........ 10.00
Bethel- El Dorado Springs . 10.00
Purdy 18t .ccooorveiviiinininnns ... 71.94
Total.cccueerirercacssnsenssorsussassassssass $727.04

Rev. John McClure

Carthage ........ccooveeereriecninsnnnnene 15.00
Central Western Ladies Auxiliary . 30.00
Ozark: 18 susssssssisersenssrvmsssnsanets 47.50
Monett 1st ......c.cene ..170.00
Purdy 1st....... ..20.00
West Plains 1st ...15.00
TOtal oot $297.50

Cornerstone FWB Church
(Brian Brinkoff)
New Testament

Vergel Maness

Gospel Light ... .
Grace ..... ..100.00
TOtAl .eeereereeersessiisneranstsssesassenaes $180.00

Indian Bible College
(Richard Standley)

Chapman, A. ... 10.00
B K17 IR PSR $10.00
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