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Keith Burden
Elected Executive Secretary

everend Keith Burden, 48-year-

old Oklahoma pastor, was

elected executive secretary of
the National Association of Free Will
Baptnlsts during the 66th annual conven-
tion in Memphis July 21-25. He suc-
Ceeds Melvin Worthington who retired
after 23 years.

Burden's election came Wednes-
day morning in Memphis Convention
Center with the largest attendance in 17
years. The vote culminated a year in
which the Executive Committee, acting
as a search committee, interviewed can-
didates and recommended Burden to
the denomination's General Board. The
General Board recommended him to
delegates who made the decision to
elect.

Keith Burden began preaching as
a 16-year-old high school junior in
Poteau, Oklahoma. He graduated from
Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College
(Moore, OK)in 1976, attended Free Will
Baptist Bible College Graduate School
in Nashville and completed a master's
degree at Moody Bible Institute Gradu-
ate School.

He has pastored five churches-one
in California and four in Oklahoma: First
FWB Church, Holdenville, OK (1975-
'77), First FWB Church, Locust Grove,

OK (1977-'80, 1999-2002), Harmony
FWB Church, Fresno, CA (1980-'83),
West Tulsa FWB Church, Tulsa, OK
(1983-'87), First FWB Church, Ada, OK
(1987-'99). He was pastor at First FWB
Church in Locust Grove when elected
executive secretary.

Reverend Burden is well-known on
the broader denominational scene. He
served 18 years as assistant clerk of the
National Association of Free Wili Bap-
tists, 15 years as clerk of the Oklahoma
State Association of Free Will Baptists,
three years as National Association
clerk and three years as moderator of
the Oklahoma State Association.

A writer, statistician and lead singer
in a men's quartet, Burden will move to
Tennessee in late August and begin his
duties as executive secretary Septem-
ber 1. He plans to consult with his pre-
decessor for a time to effect a smooth
leadership transition. Both men will at-
tend September’'s steering committee
meeting with the Florida State Associa-
tion to plan the 2003 national conven-
tion. They will also participate in the
October general session of the Interna-
tional Fellowship of Free Will Baptist
Churches, Inc., which meets near Nash-
ville.

Keith and Debbie Burden have two

children: Jennie (Mrs. Jeff) Blair who
gave birth to the Burden's first grand-
child in June, and Katie Burden who is
a freshman at Hillsdale FWB College.
Mrs. Debbie Burden is a preacher’s
daughter and a graduate of Hillsdale
FWB College. A pianist and children’s
choir director, Debbie served seven
years on the Hillsdale College Board of
Trustees. She is secretary of Women
Nationally Active for Christ (WNAC), an

auxiliary to the National Association of
Free Will Baptists.
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Maceoonia Free Will Baptist Church
Debdicates Addition

Special services dedicating the newly remodeled and expanded facilities of the

Macedonia Free Will Baptist Church were conducted Sunday, June 30, 2002. The
Macedonia Church, located southeast of Monett, has been serving the spiritual needs

of the community for over a century and a quarter. Recent growth has seen Sunday
morning attendance as high as 188

and led to the decision to expand
to accommodate those taking part
in the services.

Improvements have included
remodeling and expanding the au-
ditorium to seat 250 or more, add-
ing a much larger pulpit and choir Russ Neil, Lee Neill,
area, installing a new baptistery behind Larry Wormington
the choir and pulpit, designing a new kitchen and expanding the fell”

ship hall, and adding
three new class-
rooms. A baby grand
piano and clavinova

and new sound system have been installed in the sanctuary. The church
now has a little more than eight thousand square feet under roof.

The regular morning Sunday School and worship service on June 30
was followed by a fellowship dinner. A special dedication service was held
at 2 p.m. Speakers included Pastors Russ Neill of Purdy and Larry
Wormington of Monett, both of whom grew up in the Macedonia Church.
Pastor Lee.z Neill gave the afternoon message. Music was provided by the
fﬁ”gregatlon, by the Morlan Family and the Messengers Quartet, both of

e church, and by the Zionaires Quartet which includes Bob Cantwell
who was contractor for the building and remodeling.

32 YEARS PERFECT SUNDAY
SCHOOL
ATTENDANCE

. The First Free Will Baptist Church of DeSoto, Missouri, began giv-
lng.perfect Sunday School attendance awards in 1969. From 1969
until 2001, (32 years) Mrs. Roberta Berry never missed a Sunday. In
2001 a short stay in the hospital ended her outstanding record. Sister
Berry was not only faithful in her attendance, she was also active in
serving. She taught the ladies’ Sunday School Class for many years,
and her husband, Lawrence, was the first trustee of the church. He died during

the first phase of the church building program. Richard White Presenting Plague®
to Sister Berry

The church recently honored Sister Roberta with a plaque for her faithfulness.
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of five subscriptions or more. The Church Plan will continue until it is canceled by the church. This magazine i's prIis?wedymoﬁthlyu



$4,000 And A Multitude Of Prayers

part of the vision for Calvary
Chapel is that one day the
church will send out mission

teams. After a few years of praying for
God to open the right door, He opened
the door to Panama. God brought to our
church a business man, David Beltz,
who has a heart for missions. David is
a partner in a world wide agri-business
and travels extensively. He and his wife
have led fourteen mission groups over
the past ten years. God brought David
together with Calvary Chapel and Stan
Bunch, and He did miraculous things.

As a pastor | have always wanted
our church to not just support missions,
but be a part of missions. The vision of
partnering with churches in an-
other country has always tugged
at my heart. As the day of our de-
parture approached, my anxiety
level increased. | had thought that
8 to 10 people would be all that
would respond, but God had other
ideas. Twenty-Four not only signed
up to go, but paid their way to go
to Panama. As | looked at the list |
knew how sacrificial this was for
many families. | prayed “God, what
are we doing taking all these
people to Panama.” God spoke
back, “I'm taking them to Panama. Just
have faith and let me work.” Calvary
Chapel stepped out in faith, and God
did miraculous things.

The group purchased their own
plane tickets and paid for much of their
expenses. The church family helped
with some expenses and gave $2,000
for a building project. The Buffalo First
Free Will Baptist Church heard about

by Doug Earls

our trip and sent $2,000. With
this $4,000 the group was
able to putin a sanctuary ceil-
ing and fans at the San
Vicente Church in Chibre,
pour a large concrete floor for
the Nueva Esperanza Church
soup kitchen, paint both
churches and money was
sent to a new church to pur-
chase paint. God opened the
door for our group to hold a
two day evangelistic crusade
in an area where the San
Vicente Church is praying to establish
a new work. The teens in the group
passed out tracks, worked with the

Panamanian youth in sports evange-
lism and served as ambassadors for
Christ. The highlight of our trip was
something totally unplanned. We had
planned on doing a VBS, but the school
was in session. The schools in Panama
have been experiencing a tremendous
amount of violence. The director of the
Chibre district school invited our group
to talk to the whole school grades 4-9.
With a one day notice the group devel-
oped skits and testimonies.
We thought we would impact
100 children’s lives at VBS,
but God allowed us to impact
around 1,000. The gospel
was presented in the public
school and each student re-
ceived a track dealing with
salvation..

Next year, Lord willing,
we will be returning to
Panama. Already our mem-
bers have established rela-
tionships with our brothers

and sisters in Panama. Our hearts were
touched that last day as our host
church, San Vicente, presented us gifts
of love and treated us to ice cream
and cake. It choked me up to eat
the ice cream, because | knew
what a financial burden it was to
provide this treat of love. Pastor
Tomas tearfully thanked us for the
work we had done. What he didn’t
realize was it was we who had been
blessed more than their church
would ever know. We hugged and
cried tears of joy as we said good
bye to our friends. Missionary
Stanley Bunch said it best as we
drove away. He simply said, “Lord,
bless Tomas and the church. Just keep
them strong for you.”

Calvary Chapel has stepped out
in faith to partner with our churches in
Panama. God is doing tremendous
things. Next year, Lord willing, we will
be going to Chitre, Panama, to begin a
five year commitment to building
projects and ministries. We ask that you
join us in prayer for our mission team.
Pray specifically that the doors will con-
tinue to open in the schools. We have
been invited back to Chibre and are
praying for the doors to open in other
districts. If your church would like to help
purchase building materials and tracks,
please send your donotations to Stan
Bunch and designate them for the
Panama building project. If someone in
you church is interested in going with
our group next year, please contact our
church. Above all, please pray for us.
Sometimes | have wild ideas. What if
the State of Missouri partnered with our
churches in Panama? | wonder what

5 God would do? 3



Kingsway

Celebrates 30 years

Free Will Baptist Church in Springfield, Missouri, received a warm

'1 hose attending the 30th anniversary celebration of the Kingsway
welcome from Pastor Bill Ragsdale and the Kingsway congrega-

tion.

Singing during the morning worship service gave expression to the
joy felt by those in attendance. Rev. Nathan Ruble delivered the morn-

ing message.

A delicious lunch was prepared and served by the ladies of the church following the morning service. The fellowship hall
was decorated with photos taken over the last 30 years. It was a great time of fellowship.

The afternoon was given over to special music provided by present and past members, a baptizing, and a pie in the face
of the pastor. The former pastors present shared greetings and reminisced about their time at the church. Founding pastor,
Gene Terry, baptized two during the afternoon service. The day was concluded with a bit of fun as Pastor Bill Ragsdale toox
a pie in the face. This was to fulfill a bargain he had made with the congregation if they reached their attendance goal. They

did and he did graciously.

Kingsway had its beginning in June 1972, when 32 people gathered at the home of David Latimer to discuss the
possibility of starting a church on the north side of Springfield. The meeting was
spent in prayer and in discussing the various issues involved in starting a mis-
sion church. They agreed to hold their first service on August 2, 1972. A second
meeting was held in July at the home of Rev. Gene Terry . At that time the

Pastor and Mrs. Bill Ragsdale

the first Sunday of October 1973.

Five ministers have pastored the church during its 30 year history: Rev.
Gene Terry, Rev. Johnny Land, Rev. Darrell Mitchell, Rev. Don Carter, and the

present pastor, Rev. Bill Ragsdale.

Kingsway church has impacted many lives during its short history and it

adopted the Free Will Baptist church
covenant and chose Kingsway as
the name of the new church. They
were assisted in this meeting by Dr.
J.D. O'Donnell, Jesse Young, and
Russell Weisman. The church had
its beginning with 22 charter mem-
bers.

The church met in rented fa-
cilities until property was acquired in
1973. A church building was erected
and the first service was held in the
new facility on September 30, 1973,
and the building was dedicated on

continues to be a beacon shining in the community.

Communication. . . it means such dif-
ferent things to each of us. God relates
to all— whether it's the one who cannot
tolerate silence or the one who craves lis-
tening to quiet.

God does not scream above the
voices of today’s busy lifestyles. He waits
for us to tune our hearts to His still, small

voice. Often what He wants from us is to
4

Founding Pastor
Rev. and Mrs. Gene Terry

The Youth Look

by Ann Poletti

communicate with Him through commun-
ion.

This type of communion is not unlike
the married couple who settles into their
easy chairs in the living room to separately
read the newspaper “together.” It is not
unlike those who take long walks in com-
fortable silence. Nor is it unlike the youth-
ful love which is happy to stay on the phone

for three hours and not say much
just to know that special someone
is on the other end of the phone.

| desire communion with the
Lord’s presence whether there's
communication or not. | have come
to value the relationship as well as
the fellowship.



Mountain Grove 1st
75 Years
"Its All About Him"

t was not hard to discern that some-

thing special was taking place at the

First Free Will Baptist Church in
Mountain Grove July 14th . A large
striped tent covered one end of the park-
ng lot and smoke wafted up from large
narbeque grills as parking attendants
directed the traffic. Almostfive hundred
neople gathered to help the church cel-
cbrate its 75th anniversary.

From the registration area to the
sanctuary there were old pho-
s and colorful banners that
reminded the people of the
great history of the church. It
was a time of renewing old ac-
cuaintance and enjoying fel-
lowship and worship.

pPastor Gary Fry wel-
comed the congregation and
reminded them that the theme
of this 75th anniversary cel-
ebration was, “lts all about
Him.” The celebration music
included a youth and a ladies
handbell choir, toddler church
singers led by Michael and
tarilyn Walker, Junior Church choir leq
by Jeanette Dalton, the sanctuary chojr,
the church trio, and Carol Dale.

Missouri State Congressman \vgn
Kelly presented the church a flag which
had flown over the state capitol. g
commended the church on its Ministry
and vision. Missouri Executive Secre.
tary Nathan Ruble delivered greetings

Edwin Wade, Lynn Wood and Page, Fry

| lables loaded with deserts. HO
| lunch was not just about eating, itwas a

and congratulations on behalf
of the Missouri State Associa-
tion of Free Will Baptists.
Former Pastor Lynn Wood
delivered the morning mes-
sage. Atthe conclusion of the
sermon special recognition was given
to former pastors and youth pastors of
the church. Each received a beautifully
framed artist's sketch of the church.
During registration each member of

the congregation was given a slip of
paper on which to place their name and
a message. These slips were tied to
balloons which were launched before
noon meal. The church had also pre-
pared a time capsule to be stored away
for the future.

A real picnic type lunch was enjoyed
under the tent: grilled hamburgers and

hot dogs, baked beans, salads, and
However,

time that folks renewed old acquain-

| tance and caught up on the latest news.

Special music was the order of the

| afternoon service. Many of the former
members shared in this fun time. Dur- .

ing the day there was also time for
people to tour the church and school
facilities and to make inquiries concern-
ing the new radio station and the néw
property recently received to house the
Christian academy.

The past and present ministry of the
First Free Will Baptist Church reflects
the fact that, “It Is All About HIM."

The following paragraph, written by
Sister Lea Mae Postlewaite, is what she
was told about the beginning of the
church.

“In 1927, there was a small group
of believers in Christ and Free Will Bap-
tists who met together for worship in
various homes in Mountain Grove, Mis-
souri. On Sunday, July 23, 1927, this
group, consisting of a part of four fami-
lies, met for the purpose of organizing a
Free Will Baptist church. They metina
store building located where the city fire
departmentis now. The 15 perspective
memberes sat on nail kegs in the store,
which was owned and operated by
Brother John Henry Plunk. | can imag-
ine that it was a time of rejoicing when
these people were organized into a “God
fearing, Bible believing church.” Brother
George Scott Sr., Brother L.j. Gearing,
and Brother John H. Plunk made up the
advisory committee. Brother John Kock
was elected pastor and Ellen Gearing
clerk."

The following men have pastored
the church: John Koch, George W. Scott
Sr., Chester Dauber, George W. Scott
Jr., Homer Smith, Eli Burney, Ocie Allen,
Willard Day, Fred Kirby, O.T. Dixon,
Gene Rogers, Luther Gibson, Lynn
Wood, and since 1981, Gary Fry.




lowers from God! Every volunteer

Sunday school teacher gets

them. But sometimes we're too
busy to realize that flowers have arrived.
We miss the precious moments in the
Sunday rush to get the puppets out and
the paste put away and the potty breaks
in before it's really too late and the an-
swer given to that question we weren't
prepared for and ...

There is no greater calling than
teacher, no more important job in the
church. These stories celebrate Chris-
tian education volunteers like you and
me.

Rock Flowers

Lanie didn’'t know how to be a parent.
She had grown up in an abusive home
and her parents were never around. At
sixteen, she was thrown out. Through a
series of miracles, she ended up in col-
lege, met Christ, and married a Chris-
tian man. This is Lanie’s bouquet to her
daughter’'s preschool Sunday school
teacher:

When | became a parent, | was
totally unprepared. I'd never seen
good parenting and had no idea
how to help my daughter under
stand about Jesus. So when a friend
suggested my two-year-old Amy
should be in Sunday school, |
enrolled her. If that’s what good
parents did, I'd do it.

One day | overheard Amy singing,
“The wise man built his house upon
the rock. She sang that one line over
and over and over because it was the
only line she remembered.

“Mommy, she finally asked me,
“what comes after rock?" I'd never
been to Sunday School. | had no
idea. But | did know that a good

Flowers for
Sunday School
Teachers

Marlene LeFever

mother finds answers for her daugh-
ter.

| called Amy’s Sunday school
teacher. “Hey,"l blurted out before
we’d even said our hellos, “what
comes after rock?”

That teacher cared, not only about
Amy, but also about Amy'’s parents.
She was instrumental in bringing me
into the Sunday school program. God
knew | had empty holes in my life that
didn’t prepare me for being a parent.
He used that willing Sunday school
teacher to show me how to fill them

up.

Bill: A Teacher Is Born

“You're a scoutmaster. Surely you
can handle fifth-grade Sunday
schoolers.” And that's how Bill became
a volunteer.

"l was a new Christian and was wor-
ried that | didn’'t know enough. | started
with an easy story - Noah. | knew | had
to keep the boys busy, and the Lord
knew | needed help. We researched the
ark and built a scale papier-mache’
model six feet long. We went to a lake
to study how a flood affects an area. As
| struggled with how to teach the Bible,
the Holy Spirit taught those kids through
me.”

The class asked Bill to move up with
them when they went to sixth grade, and
he was honored. Now that first class is
grown, and four of those boys are
spending their lives in full-time Christian
service. “There is no way | could have
been that good a teacher,” Bill said. “The
Lord knew | needed the encouragement
of success at that early pointin my Chris-
tian life, and He helped me. I've got a
word for new teachers. Don’t be over-
whelmed. With God’s help, you'll never
be inadequate.”

Clean Feet
The teen class did a foot washing to

demonstrate its willingness to serve.
The teacher Janet knew it had been
great fun, but did it mean anything to
them beyond clean feet? “After class,’
she said, “l discovered that an ice storm
had left my car covered with thick sheets
of ice. A teen was chipping the ice for
me. ‘Just being a servant,” she ex-
plained. "You know, like we talked
about.™

Important Home

Not long ago Christians in China
needed to register with the governmen:
and many were persecuted. Paul, a first-
generation Chinese American, was o
pastor with a problem. He couldn't get
Chinese people to come to a church t¢
learn about Jesus. They just couldn':
shake the idea that even in America
someone would turn them in for attena-
ing. So Paul turned his home into &
church. “These people feel safer in my
home, studying the Bible, coming tc
know Jesus, even being baptized. | live
in a very important home,” he said. “It's
a Sunday school classroom, a worship,
center, and a fellowship area all in one

No Flowers?

Norma used to cry her eyes out be
cause her teaching seemed to yield nc
success no flowers in sight, not even the
hint of anything green pushing u;
through the pavement. But she kept on
teaching, working hard on her lessons
and even making individualized love
cards for each child. “Probably use them
for dart practice,” she grumbled whil
she worked on them.

Years later, she ran into one of thos«
boys, and was absolutely astoundec
when he told her, “You know them bits
of paper you made for me? | still, go:
‘em!”

Norma was holding flowers wher
she said, “God hung on to that boy, ant
He used my cards as glue.”

Marlene LeFever's newest book, Flower:
from God (Cook, 2002) is available at Chris
tian bookstores or through on-line orderin

at www.cookministries.com. I loved co

lecting these stories,” she said. “If you r:

member a special teacher who touched vo!

life, say thanks by sharing these stories wi!
him or her.” This excerpt is used by permi:
sion of Cook Communication Ministries.




Greeting

| suppose you've heard about the
ceven armed thieves who entered our
~ampus for missionary children at
Bouake. Thankfully schoolis out for the
summer, buta Building Team was out
olacing the tin roof on the new church
‘here and staying in our Free Will Bap-
tist Dorm. They witnessed the death
~f the African Guard who was shot by
‘he robbers. Mike Cousineau was
seaten on the face requiring stitches,
raken hostage and fled into the bush
~hile they fired shots athim. They took
his vehicle, but police found it later. |t
~as a frightening situation and we can
casily see God's hand of protection
over His children. Jerry & | are in
fbidjan...we hope to enjoy a few weeks
4t our home here before returning to
Bouna and the beginning of another
Jear for the Bible Institute.
" pastor and Madame Samue| ang
Jerry and | met with Pastor Silas anq
ine leaders of the First Free wij| Bap-
tist Church in Abidjan last Suﬁday. It
~as decided that the 1st church woy|qg
~ontinue their vision of beginning g sec.-
~nd Church. We would assist Pastor
<amuel in starting the third Free Will
aptist Church of Abidjan. Right now
~e're looking for housing and locatior;
~f a meeting place for the
~hurch..PLEASE PRAY WITH ys
ABOUT THESE NEEDS. pygiq,
Samuel wants to move in Septemper
<o they can get their children jpy,
schools..Jerry & I will be at Boung )
ine end of December, then retyr ¢
/bidjan. We are thrilled at the greq¢
possibilities that await us... ang fully
dependant upon the Lord for His djrg..
tion & help.

| saw a lady missionary friend i the
qrocery store yesterday. Like me, she
sometimes speaks before she
thinks..with arms open toward me and
a large smile on her face she g5iq «
Oh, I'm so very glad to see you‘ |
thought all the Old Ones (misSiOnarie'S)

had gone. (retired). It didn't make my
day, but | understand what | think she
intended to say??7?
Now, | guess it's time to hush. His
Blessings on you & yours.
Jerry & Carol Pinkerton

THIEVES INVADE ICA,
COUSINEAU TAKEN
HOSTAGE

On July 17,2002, about 6:30 p.m.,
seven armed robbers forced their way
onto the International Christian Acad-
emy campus in Bouake, Cote d'lvoire.
Mike Cousineau, who serves as busi-
ness manager for the school while also
being involved in church planting, was
alerted about the situation.

Some of the thieves went to Breth-
ren Dorm, the Free Will Baptist dormi-
tory on campus, while the others en-
tered the house of a staff family and
took as many valuables as they could
find. Upon leaving the house, they saw
Cousineau’s vehicle approaching and
fired several shots at the car. They then
forced Mike into the back seat and
drove to Brethren Dorm.

Two building teams from the U.S.
were staying at Brethren Dorm while
working on the Bouake church con-
struction project. The robbers had
forced everyone, including Terry and
D.D. Vandivort who were the
houseparents, and a guard, to lie face
down on the floor. When the second
group arrived with Mike, the men
seemed to become frustrated and
struck Mike in the face with their weap-
ons several times. Upon leaving the
dorm, one of the robbers shot the guard
as he lay on the floor, killing him in-
stantly. ‘

After forcing Cousineau into his
vehicle, the agitated group left campus,
telling Mike they were going to kill hlm.
When they turned off the main road into
the bush and stopped the car, .Muke
took advantage of the opportunity 1
run. He dodged bullets and managed
to get to an area of tall grass where he
hid. Eventually he was able to getsome
help and return to campus. Mike Suf-
fered cuts and bruises to the right side
of his face and a slight fracturé of the
| / ko

BIBLE COLLEGE
ACCREDITATION
REAFFIRMED

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE- An an-
nouncement from the Commission on
Colleges of the Southern Association
of Colleges and Schools (SACS) (1866
Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia
30033-4097: Telephone number 404-
679-4501) has reaffirmed Free Will
Baptist Bible College’s regional ac-
creditation for 10 years, according to
Dr. Milton Fields, Academic Dean. This
means that FWBBC will not have to
undergo another SACS examination
until 2011.

The announcement was made re-
cently by Dr. James T. Rogers, Execu-
tive Director of SACS’s Commission on
Colleges.

FWBBC President Matthew
Pinson says, “We are very happy about
the recent decision of the Commission
on Colleges to reaffirm our accredita-
tion. SACS accreditation assures the
transfer of our credits to other colleges
as well as the quality and credibility of
the education we offer.”

The Bible College is also accred-
ited by the Accrediting Association of
Bible Colleges, which is expected to re-
affirm its accreditation later this year.

The college’s teacher education
program is approved for licensure by
the Tennessee State Department of
Education, further evidence that a
FWBBC education is a quality educa-
tion.

THEOLOGY SYMPOSIUM
NOVEMBER 4 - 5, 2002

The Commission for Theological Integ-
rity is sponsoring the annual Free Will
Baptist Theology Symposium on Novem-
ber 4 - 5, at Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
lege. Guests will assemble on Monday
evening, November 4, at 6:30 p.m. and
continue Tuesday, 8:30 a.m. through thé
evening. There is no pre-registration and
the cost for a bound volume of papers is
$20.00, payable at registration. College
students will receive a complimentary
volume for attending the sessions. Any
questions, contact Leroy Forlines at 615-
383-1340 or leroyf@fwbbc.edu. 7



MORE 2002

In other action, con-

vention delegates .

Elected . . . mem-

! bers to 37 positions
—— .

- 7__on the following

boards and com-

eral Board (13), Executive Committee
(3), Free Will Baptist Bible College
Trustees (4), Foreign Missions Board
(4), Sunday School and Church Train-
ing Board (4), Commission for Theo-
logical Integrity (1), Media Commission
(2), Music Commission (1), Historical
Commission (1).

Registered . . . 7,959 people in three
concurrent conventions, including 720
ordained ministers, 144 deacons, 50
local church delegates, 84 state del-
egates, 56 home missionaries, 28 for-
eign missionaries, 3,398 for the Na-
tional Youth Conference and 968 for
the WNAC convention.

Adopted . . . a $22.2 million denomi-
national budget for the following agen-
cies: Foreign Missions-$7.4 million;
Home Missions-$5 million; Free Will
Baptist Bible College-$4.6 million; Sun-
day School and Church Training-$3.6
million; Executive Office $796,000; Re-
tirement and Insurance-$391,000;
Master's Men-$135,000; Free Will Bap-
tist Foundation-$135,000; Music Com-
mission-$34,000; Historical Commis-
sion-$4,600; Commission for Theologi-
cal Integrity-$6,500; Media Commis-
sion-$10,000.

Approved . .. the Budget Committee’s
recommendation that gifts received
through The Together Way Plan be al-
located to national ministries on the
following basis: (1) Underwrite the Ex-
ecutive Office administrative budget
above designated gifts, not to exceed
45% of cooperative gifts; (2) Disburse
the balance of cooperative gifts accord-
ing to these percentages: Free Will
Baptist Bible College-23%; Foreign
Missions-23%; Home Missions-18%;
Retirement and Insurance-14%;

Master's Men-14%; Free Will Baptist
8

Foundation-6%; Commission for Theo-
logical Integrity-0.5%; Historical Com-
mission-0.5%; Music Commission-
0.5%; Media Commission-0.5%.
Gave . . . a Wednesday evening mis-
sionary offering topping $21,700.
Undesignated funds will be divided
between Home and Foreign Missions.
Loved . . . the short walk, trolley rides
and flat terrain between the major con-
vention hotels and convention center.
The downtown streets were safe for
pedestrian travel.

Heard . . . five sermons in convention
worship services delivered by the fol-
lowing men: Alton Loveless (Tennes-
see), Carl Cheshier (Oklahoma), Kerry
Steedley (U.S. Army Chaplain), Melvin
Worthington (Tennessee) and Curtis
Linton (Oklahoma).

Gathered . . . in Memphis Convention
Center Monday afternoon to hear pas-
tor and author Stan Toler speak in a
two-hour Pastors/Laymen Conference
on building a ministry team.

Filled . . . every seat in Heritage Ball-
room at Memphis Marriott to hear Teri
Peacock speak Tuesday noon at the
WNAC Fellowship Luncheon. More
than 350 people were on hand for the
event.

Thanked . . . the Tennessee State As-
sociation for their splendid work host-
ing the 2002 convention. This marked
the eighth time the convention has met
in Tennessee.

Joined . . . WNAC attendees and del-
egates Tuesday at 11:00 a.m. to hear
Tim and Kristi Johnson, foreign mis-
sionaries to Spain, speak at Memphis
Convention Center.

Listened . . . carefully Tuesday morn-
ing during the Theological Trends
Seminar while Ron Callaway delivered
a powerful message on the omnipres-
ence of God and open theism. More
than 400 people attended the 90-
minute session. Callaway later fielded
questions from attendees.

Praised . . . the Music Commission and
Scott Bullman who arranged four days
of solos, choirs, quartets, trios and
rousing congregational singing. A con-
vention highlight occurred Sunday
evening during a 90-minute Free Will
Baptist singing convention set in the
Gaither homecoming style presenta-
tion.

Invested . . . more than $3 million in
the Memphis economy. This includes

hotel rooms, food, shopping, gasoline
and more.
Placed.. .. the Mexican Association ©F
Free Will Baptists on probation forone
year. If the Mexican Association bringS
its dopuments into conformity with the
Treatise regarding autonomy of the 10~
cal church, probation will be removed -
Accepted . . . the Association of the
Free Will Baptists of Mexico (formey
the aggrieved minority) into the Na—
tional Association as a district ass0°'@ ™~
tion. Luis Felipe Tijerina was electe<
as their General Board member.
Raised . . . National Association P~
resentation fees to $100 per churcPE"
year. The new representation fees tg =
effect at the 2004 national conve™©™
in Kansas City, Missouri.
Required . . . badges to be worn for
attendance at all future c:onver‘“o':\1
events. This action takes effectin 209>
at the national convention in TamP2
Florida. This vote makes pre-regi™™= -
tion more attractive for attend€®S -
Some 3,800 conferees pre-fegister
for Memphis.
Gave . .. a standing ovationto©" " =
executive secretary Melvin Worthif hedt
Tuesday evening before he PfeacedQ
at the convention. Then hun rrio;t
stood in line for two hours at the M3' e
Hotel in order to shake Worthingtohi;
hand during a gala reception'
honor. EX-
Named . . . Melvin Worthingto", -
ecutive Secretary Emeritus o
Worthington is the first person © iy
the title. He will retire to his %
Ayden, North Carolina, later thi® gible
Wept . . . with Free Will Bapts! jing
College as a Wednesday mgeaﬂd
video presentation recalled the I died
ministry of Dr. L. C. Johnson W!"jhe
June 26 at age 88. Johnson watwice
first president of FWBBC and jonal
served as moderator of the N
Association. (el of
Adopted . . . the re-stated c?
the Master's Men Department JonnS
e p
Waved . . . 5,000 flags Monday " ymy
in the worship service when U- 7, pto
Chaplain Kerry Steedley stePPZ gven
preach his rousing sermon: - pon-
; . inswer’ na-
Free Will Baptists chaplains ™ (ind P
ored, veterans saluted and St|r'c A
triotic music sung. It was Amer® gple
best and the Free Will Baptist
at their happiest.

etifing

-
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~ Flinched . .
“—when  William

Evans, director of
the Board of Retire-
ment, reported 22%
losses in the last six
months. Evans en-
couraged partici-
pants in the
denomination’s retirement program to
resist panic and to look at long-term
results. Over the past 10 years, the
agency registered a 9% annual in-

crease.

Embraced . . . the new Free Will Bap-
fist Bible College president, J. Matthew
Pinson, who gave his firstreport to del-
cgates. Pinson said that relocation
~lans have been put on hold while the
college addresses rebuilding the stu-
4ent body and retooling the pastoral
ministries program. A 21% increase in
1iving this year enabled the college to
reduce a $600,000 deficit to $45,000.
Nodded . . . their understanding when
Home Missions director Larry Powell
snnounced that all cross-cultural work-
crs have been placed on designated
support. He also announced that five
new home missionaries were ap-
nointed in 2001, that applications for
fi,e new churches have been received
‘nr 2002. Home missionaries reported
1 000 converts in 2001 and made
211.000 contacts in their local commu-
nities.

Caught .. . their collective breath when
Foreign Missions director James
Forlines reported an attack by armed
qunmen on Free Will Baptist mission-
wries and workers in Africa. He an-
nounced that the department may send
Sut as many as 10 E-teams in 2002.
uersees attendance at Free Will Bap-
iist churches has tripled since 1992,
surging from 6,329 to 18,892. Person-
nel will be trying to spend 25% less than
ihe adopted budget in 2003. Eight ca-
reer missionaries and six short-term
missionaries were sent out in 2002.
Said . . . goodbye to Alton Loveless
~ho retires in August after eight years
45 general director of the Sunday
School and Church Training Depart-

ment. Hundreds attended a Monday
evening reception to honor Dr. Love-
less. He was busier than usual during
the convention-he preached the open-
ing sermon Sunday morning, taught a
seminar Tuesday afternoon, reported
to the General Board Monday and gave
his farewell presentation to delegates
Wednesday afternoon. He introduced
his successor, Ron Hunter, who shared
a PowerPoint presentation and de-
scribed his vision for the agency.
Waited . . . as Music Commission
member Chris Truett announced 2003
plans to publish a companion to The
Free Will Baptist Hymn Book: Rejoice.
The commission plans a fall 2002 sur-
vey before proceeding with efforts to
publish a new hymnal.

Focused . . . every eye on Nathan
Ruble (MO) as the Publications Com-
mittee chairman explained plans to
conduct a reader survey before mak-
ing recommendations to the 2003 con-
vention regarding the feasibility of com-
bining six national publications into one
(Aim, Contact, Heartbeat, Master's Men
Newsletter, FWBBC Bulletin and Out-
reach).

Read . . . a single-spaced, one-page
report from the Educational Task Force
detailing efforts to gather surveys from
high school students, college students,
ministers and parents. Task Force
members expect to make a more ex-
tensive report to delegates at the 2003
convention.

Set . . . a record for the city of Mem-
phis when members gave 162 units of
blood in a blood drive spearheaded by
the National Youth Conference.
Reached . . . out into the Memphis
community when 600 Free Will Baptist
youth worked at local food banks, vis-
ited the elderly, organized a blood drive
and more in their “Reach That Guy”
campaign.

Lauded . . . Convention manager Dean
Jones who reported standing-room-
only at youth worship services. The
youth conference recorded 250 deci-
sions by participants, including 12 sal-
vation decisions. More than 1,700 Free
Will Baptist students participated in
Bible competition activities and music
and arts events.

Bought . . . copies of books just pub-
lished by Free Will Baptist authors-Rob-
ert Picirilli, Matt Pinson, George Lee
and Raymond Riggs. Several book

signings in the exhibit hall were well-
attended.

Struggled . . . with the oppressive heat
in downtown Memphis, and tried to find
a way to move past numerous street
people who populated the Main Street
Mall area.

Roared . . . with enthusiasm during the
NYC Awards Ceremony Wednesday
night after the convention missionary
service. NYC competitors picked up
certificates, trophies and well-deserved
praise.

Walked . . . through the expanded ex-
hibit area, signed up for door prizes,
visited nearly 80 exhibit spaces filled
with information, ideas and giveaway
items.

Agreed . . . to join Master's Men direc-
tor Ken Akers in the third annual “Op-
eration Saturation” on Saturday, Sep-
tember 28. Materials have been printed
and packaged for the evangelism push
in cooperation with home missionaries
across the country in some 50 simulta-
neous sites.

Chuckled . . . when moderator Carl
Cheshier stepped aside and called on
74-year-old evangelist Wade Jernigan
for the Wednesday morning devotion.
Jernigan preached 10 minutes telling
delegates, “It's time to let Jesus speak
for Himself.” He got up, spoke up, shut
up and sat down . . . and he wore an
American flag necktie while he did it!
Congratulated . . . WNAC executive-
secretary treasurer Marjorie Workman
when she announced that WNAC gave
more than $548,000 to missions out-
reach last year.

Grabbed . . . (and paid for) more than
700 copies of The Fruit of Our Hands,
a new cookbook published by WNAC
that features 1,200 recipes from 850
COoks.

Sympathized . . . with North Carolina
pastor Henry Van Kluyve who had a
light heart attack Thursday as the con-
vention ended, with Tennessee layman
James Vallance who injured his foot on
the “Watch Your Step” sign while exit-
ing the trolley, with assistant modera-
tor Tim York who thought he might have
to walk back to eastern Kentucky after
parking attendants misplaced his car
(they found it).

Adjourned . . . before 10:30 a.m.
Thursday to meet in Tampa, Florida,
at Tampa Convention Center for the
July 20-24, 2003, session.

S
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Churches:
Beacon

Belton

Buffalo 1st

Cabool

Calvary Chapel
Calvary Fellowship
Cape Girardeau 1st
Copper Mines
Columbia
Crossroads-Wentzville
De Soto

Hannibal

Hannon

Harmony - Parkville
Hartville

Hopewell

Houston

Hurryville

Joplin 1st
Kingsway
Lebanon FWB
Macedonia- Purdy
Mill Creek

Mt. Pisgah

Myrtle

New Life - Licking
Oak Hill- Union
O'Fallon 1st
Ozark 1st
Pleasant Hill
Purdy

Richwoods 1st
Rock Chapel

Rolla 1st
Springfield 1st
Sunnyview

Terrill Road
Thayer

Trinity

Union Grove
United

Westport- Jeff. City

Apr.
106

127
40
250
340
52
52
57
88
229
88
135

202
30
67

106

106

51
156
82
64
28
72
56

176
25

42

33
153
55
47
160
67

Willow Springs-Mtn. Grove 87

May
110
46
122
45
232
323

52
49
58
204

139
87
197
32
65
100
104

49
158
82
76
35
59
58
153
188
29
58
51
62
30
140
52
54
128

117
578

76

June

47
120
38
226
301

48
48

210

136

186
33
62
88

34
41
145
74
68
34
65
62
144
179
31

44
58
31

135
50

145
80
112
617
14
73

Worship Service Averages
April 2002- July 2002

July

47
131
39
226
315

47

222

126

191

67
87

35
44

84
78
30

60
139

183
24

47
35
56

125

115
582

This is only a partial listing. There are 187 FWB Churches in Missouri.
Each church is encouraged to send in their worship averages.
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Financial Report
July 2002

Cooperative Disbursements

July 2002 ......ccoeiiiiiiinnenns $58,148.62
18.50% MO Home Missions $10,757.49
17.00% Executive Office ......... 9,885.27

3.00% General Fund ............. 1,744 .46

.50% Show-Me Plan
8.50% Youth Camp Board .... 4,942.63
3.00% Y.C. Restricted Funds 1,744 .46
2.00% Youth Ministries Board1,162.97
2.00% Christian Ed. Board... 1,162.97
2.00% Senior AdultBoard ...... 1,162.97
9.00% MORetirement Prog ... 5,233.38

31.50% ... 18,316.82
National Ministries, Hillsdale and
California Christian College
Foreign Missions Board
National Home Missions Board
Same Allocation
Free Will Baptist Bible College
Hillsdale FWB College
Executive Department
Layman's Board
Radio & TV Commission
Theological Commission
Historical Commission
Board of Retirement & Insurance
1.00% California Christian College

3.00% Show-Me Plan ............ 1,744 .46
TEOL@N ..ossonsnesissmrsesnsizreisssssssns $58,148.62
Co-op
ATIRY v $195.35
Aulsbury Chapeli....aus e $325.78
Bailey ..o $235.00
Bailey Chapel . $239.00
Beacon ........... $2,500.00
Belton ...... $300.60
Berean .........cccoceveeiiiiiii.

Bethel- EI Dorado Springs ..
Bethel- Northview ....................
Black: OaKusuusmmmumsmmssssmsasmse
Buffalo 1st

(6131 1=14(0] 172 .| RRRma——— $450.73
(@ [1170) T e $76.47
Columbia .... $538.58
Copper Mines
Cornerstone ..

Crossroads-Wentzville ..
DeSoto 18t ..iv.comiusana
Emanuel- Colorado ....................
Faith & Hope- Aurora :
Faith & Hope- Willow Springs ... $142.80
Fordlang »....ocommmsasssssmssusssss $812.61
Fredericktown 1st
Freeman Chapel ..
Gospel Light
GracCe ......ooovvvieeeeeeiiiiiiiieiees
Grant Avenue
Greenfield
Hannibal
Hannon ..
Harmony
Hartville

Hazel Creek ......ocousnsisass $581.08
Hopewell ... $415.00
Houston 1st ..ol $427 35
Hurryville ... $537.58
Jackson ... $161.25
JOPHR T8k uiwvmsimimins vsncsnss $797 .43
Kingsway ........ccooovoviieinni $233.50
Kirksville 1st $133.18
Koshkonong $233.00
Lead Hill ... $256.15
|7} o} 14 Lo e TN $282.81
Lebanon 1st $1,059.28
Lone Star ... ... $54 00
Macedonia- Niangua .................. $96.27
Marshfield ...« v $188.96
Merls Chapel .. .... $232.00
Mill Creek ....... ....$623.93
Mine LaMotte .............ccoeeeenl ...$79.19
Monett 1st ... $714 86
Mountain Grove 1st . .$1,877.80
Mt. Pisgah ...l $504.00
ML. Zion- GOWEN ... sisivesesinss $66.90
Myrtle ............. $333.08
Neosho 1st .............. .$190.00
New Home- Lebanon................ $641.01
New HOPO .c...covusssmssmsmsissssuniess $70.00
New Life- Licking .. $490.21
Niangua ............ .$364.07
North Five ...... e 335.53
Number One ............ccoeee $225.00
O’ Fallon 18t ... ..$1,278.00
Oak Grove- Mtn. Grove ............ $226.31
Oak Hill $1,45561
Olivet ..o $520.00
Overland ............cooooocciiiiii $105.00
Ozark 1st $1,446 .62
Park Hills 1st $670.92
Park Hills 1st .. $796.33
Parkview 1st . $648.50
Pleasant Hill ..... $168.90

Pleasant Home .............
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana
Potesi 18t ... J

Republic .......ccooooiii $100.00
Republic .......... ... $100.00
Richwoods 1st . ... $574.00
Rock Chapel .... .. $430.07

Rolla 1st ....... ... $354.00
Royal Oak ...$152.00
SeYMOUT ..oeiiiiiiiiiicceeieeee $580.00
STe{U1 =11 o [ AR———————— $537.00
Springfield 1st . $1,138.96
Stockton ...... . $312.33
Terrill Road ............ccooooeeeieiii $50.00
Thayer ...... $1,024.00
Trinity ....... .. $1,232.24
TWIN O ak i $1,582.00
Union Grove ...........cccceeeeeeenn.n. $462.00
Union Light ... $202.00
United ..o $2,252.61
UINILY «oissmmumsmmmnsussmsmmrases $500.00
Verdella ... .$1,232.55

Victory- Alton .. ... $685.82
Waynesville ...
West Plains 1st ..........cceevnniine
Westport- Jeff. City ..

Wilderness ...........cccccceeeeeeeen. b

Willow Springs- Mtn. Grove ...... $326.22
WO ICROBK. .isnenssnsrassinsitsssmbosissss $347 42
Total oo $58,148.62




Show-Me Plan

Bo
Buffalo 1st ....
Burns, J
Buxton, G. .

Columbia .........

Copper Mines ...
“opper Mines - Teen & Jr C
r Mines - Yg. Adult Class . $15.00
srstone - Mtn. Grove ......... $312.00

oto 1st - Auditorium Class ... $15.00
....$120.00
...$20.00
. $250.00
Fourth .. $60.00
Fredericktown 1st ..
F man Chapel .
Garrett, R. ....
Sospel Light .
Graham, S. .cccoevevninns
Grant AVE. ..oc.eeveevnennnins
Sreenfield L

nony - Parkville ..
F ville ..oeeeiieneens
Hazel Creek ....

: ston 1st ...

uston 1st ..

HUrryVille oo 5

surryville Sro Adult S.S. Class ... $69.00
Jackson ... $45.00
Jones Chapel ..... $210.00
oplin 18t ...veeeernns $75.00
cadington .. $211.00
Leadington ... $220.00
Lebanon 18t ....cocoveeeiernsmmmnsisisens $150.00

Lebanon F. W. B. coorviiiiiiiiiieenens $30.00
acedonia - Purdy

Mattnews, G
tterl’s Chapel ..

Mine La Motte .......coccevveeveninencenes

*Hissouri Cooperative Plan ... $1,744.46
KA WIAIEE osssse casminsasinmsnnennansasons $923.08
*onett 1st wes D2 15,00
Mountain Grove 1st ..o $895.00

RUYEUIE cvvo nsoossbiin s sbi s $75.00
Neosho 18t icvemminvses $375.00
lew Home - Lebanon .. .$540.00
lew Home- Hartville ... $210.00
Hew Hope - Fredericktown $105.00

Hew Life - Licking
New Testament ...oooeeeeeeceneeniennes

MNOEL . ..o.cmimsssssivaesssnmminvonsvassns $15.00
ar Grove - Houston s
Oak Hill - URION c..evivirerreiarenennnens J
O EABAABE ;s $123.00
Tlivet o

zark 1st
ark Hills 1st
Park Hills 1st
PAIKBT I3, soieessmmunsanssiavsusismsomeress $15.00

Parkview - Desloge .................. $359.75
Pinkerton; J. ... $45.00
Pleasant Grove - Anderson ...... $135.00
Pleasant Hill
Pleasant Home ...
Pleasant Ridge - Urbana ............ $50.00
Reiter, K. ...............
Richwoods ...
Rock Chapel .
Rogers, F. ...
Rolla 1st .......
Royal Oak .
Ruble, N.
Southeast MO Assn.
Southern Hills ...
Springfield 1st ...

Stockton . :
Thayer ... $300.00
Trinity ........ $570.00

Union Light ......
United - West Plains ..
Unity ...
Verdella
Walnut Grove
Waynesville 1st
West Plains 1st ..
Westport- Jeff City
White, R. ........
Wilderness .
Willow Springs - Mtn. Grove ....... $94.00
Willow Springs 1st ..
Total

Beacon

Bethel - Festus ...
Chapman, A.
Fordland .......
Gospel Light ....
Grant Ave. ...
Houston 1st .
Houston 1st :
Kings Way V.B.S ... $122.93
Kirksville 1st .
Lewis, D. ...
Matthews, A. ..
Minor, K. ...
Neosho 1st ...
New Testament ...
O'Fallon 1st
Park Hills 1st
Rock Chapel ....
Thayer ...
Trinity ..
Total

Nat'l Home Missions
Beacon
Belton ... ..
Carthage ...
Chapman, A.
Columbia ... . seee :

DeSoto 1st ... . $301.00
DeSoto 1st Auditorium Class ...... $10.00

Faith & Hope- Aurora ............... $119.00
Fordland ...

Fourth ... .
Fredericktown 1st
Gospel Light
Grace ...
Grant Avenue
Hannon
Hartville ..
Houston 1st
Houston 1st .
Jackson ..

Joplin 1st
King, B. ...
Macedonia- Purdy ... . ... $100.00
Monett 1st .
Mountain Grove 1st ... . $60.00
Mt. Pisgah .
Myrtle ...
Neosho 1st ..

New Home-Hartville ................... $10.00
New Testament
O'Fallon 18t ..ooeeiiiiiiiiiiiiecee,
{10 & o 118 -1 R —————

Park Hills 1st

Richwoods 1st .
Rock Chapel
Rogers, B. ...
Ruble, N. .........
Thayer
Thebeau, B. .
Trinity

Union Light
United w...ccomvmons
United Youth Group ..
Unity ......
Verdella
Westport- Jeff City .
Wolf Creek ............

State Home MisSions ........ccecvienne.
Belton

Berean ......
Copper Mines ........... ..$75.00
DOSOtD 18Y. . onemsismronssississssisiies $90.00

DeSoto 1st Children's Church .... $60.00
Gospel Light
GraCe wsswsumsamsommnnsssind

Lebanon Bible & Book Store ... $330.00
Mountain Grove 1st $25.00
Myrtle
O' Fallon 1st
Ozark 1st........
Pleasant Home ............
Pleasant Ridge- Urbana .
SEMO Assoc. .
Skiles, D :issuesvess
Springfield 1st V. B. - R $198.42
Thayer $60.00
TOANIRY: oo vomnmnos
United ..........
Waynesville
Westport- Jeff. City
White, R. ....ccoooeeieenne

Youth Camp
Park Hills 1st
New Home- Hartville ...
ROIA 1St .ooeeeirinrierennneeees
Lebanon Bible & Bookstore
Westport- Jefferson City .
Hartville
Cabool 1st
Niangua ..........
De Soto 1st ...
Cornerstone
Thayer ......ccceees
Mountain Grove 1st ........
Mt. Pisgah ..........

Ozark 1st.....

Hannon

Verdella vieeeeenn 100
Willow Springs- Mtn. GroVe: w.svisisus 10.00
Buffalo 1st 1?288
Berean .......c.ccoeo !

Trinity ...oocooeenee
West Plains 1st .

Park Hills 1st 5
T. Ruble (Bill Eden Memorial)........ 20.00

i ial) ... 20.00
R. Mooney( Bill Eden Memorial
D. Anderson( Bill Eden Memorlal) 10.00
A. Anderson(Bill Eden Memonal)._ 25.00
Lébanon FWB Ladies Auxillary(Bill
Eden Memorial) s 5
New Home- Hartville(B
Memorial) :
G. Sheets(Bill Eden Memqual) .
J. Welch(Bill Eden Memqual) ,,,,,,,
New Home- Lebanon (Bill Eden

MEMOFIAN) oovirsreermreremsmseserrereeesees 100.00
G. Boyer (Bill Eden Memorial) ...... 15.00

50.00
ill Eden

J. Hayes(Bill Eden Memorial) ....... 50.00
Hartville(Bill Eden Memorial) ........ 25.00
M. Eden(Bill Eden Memorial) ..90.00
C. DIbbeNS ... ..10.00

Camp Development Fund
Myrtle ...

Rock Chapel
Houston 1st

Total. $518.50
C. E. Board

Lebanon Bible & Book Store .... $130.00
Senior Adult Ministries

Lebanon Bible & Book Store .... $130.00
Youth Ministries Board

Lebanon Bible & Book Store ... $130.00
Free Will Baptist Bible College

Ruble, N. ... 15.00
D8 Soto 18t civmmmmsurmnvasies 40.00
Thayer ... ..50.00
Verdella . 246.50

Beacon

Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College
Joplin 1st

Neosho 1st

Southeastern FWB College
Springfield 18t .........c.ccocovveenn. $20.00

Trula Cronk Home for Children

Rev. John McClure
Carthage
De Soto 1st
Monett 1st
Mountain Grove 1st
Central Western Ladies Auxiliary .45.00
Grace ....15.00

Richard Stanley
CRapMER, A.. ...oooceresmnspsenssesisisiss $10.00

Cornerstone FWB Church
(Brian Brinkoff)
New Testament .............cccccccconne $10.00

IVergel Maness
Gospel Light .........c.ccocoevreeceicienns 80.00

Morgan Minkler
= 1211 (o], Vo $65.00

Women Naticnally Active for Christ
RUDIB, J. «.covevrninireninnnnnemivssssisenis $10.00
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Sex And Pastoral Counseling

By J. Mark Vandivort

al Thomas wrote: “. . . Sexual sin by clergy is not

exclusively Catholic. In the March 30 issue of

World magazine, an evangelical Protestant pub-
lication, writer Lynn Vincent describes the ‘lurking sex
scandal’ within Protestant churches. Vincent cites Joe
E. Trull, co-author of Ministerial Ethics(1993), who helped
write the clergy sexual abuse policy for the Baptist Gen-
eral Convention of Texas:

‘From his study of literature on clergy sexual
abuse, (Trull) concludes that ‘from 30 to 35 percent of
ministers of all denominations admit to having sexual re-
lationships- from inappropriate touching and kissing to
sexual intercourse- outside of marriage.” Mr. Trull esti-
mates that ‘at least half’ of that contact occurs in pastoral
counseling. .. ."(Cal Thomas, The Catholic(universal)
problem, The Daily Oklahoman, P. O. Box 25125, Okla-
homa City, OK 73125; p. 6-A, 6/18/02)

When | read, ‘at least half of that [sexual] contact
occurs in pastoral counseling,” | resolved to put in writing

a conviction that | have had for several decades. LET
WOMEN COUNSEL WOMEN.

Paul wrote this instruction concerning women's func-
tion in the church:

“They are to give good counsel and be teachers of what
is right and noble” (Titus 2:3, Amplified Bible).

Can you improve on God's plan? | believe God's way
is the best and most effective way of dealing with women's
counseling needs.

Husband and wife counseling teams are good in
many women's counseling needs. My wife and | often
counseled as a team. However, there were certain situ-
ations where the counseling in our ministry seemed best
by “women only”.

If the first century Christian woman could be trained
and trusted to “give good counsel,” could not the 21st
century church trust and train its women to counsel
women?

_

MISSOURI STATE ASSN.
OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS
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