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from the Editor 

Changing Shoes 

change never comes easy. 

Just before the National Associa­ 
tion, I looked down at my black 
dress shoes and realized that they 
needed to be replaced. The tipoff 
was that the sole on my right shoe 
flapped when I walked. What is 
the big deal you say? Well, these 
are my favorite shoes. I like the 
way they finally fit my feet. I 
like the way they shine when 
polished. They look and feel just 
right and I know that no new pair 
will ever measure up to these old 
friends. 

I replaced them anyway, know­ 
ing that someday these interlop­ 
ers in my closet will become my 
favorites. That's the way we are. 
We like to keep what we know 
and are comfortable with. Even 
though what we jealously protect 
what may need to be replaced, 
we know that it is necessary for 
change to occur. 

That's how I felt about the new 
missions funding plan proposed 
by the International Missions 
Board at the National Association 
last year. My first reaction was, 
"What's wrong with the plan we 
have now?" I knew that there 
were inequities in the old plan. 
Some missionaries had accounts 
that were perpetually in the red 
and they spent most of their time 
worrying and begging for fund­ 
ing. Others had a surplus of cash 
at the ready. 

As the year progressed and we 
had several opportunities to dis­ 
cuss the new plan with IM Staff, I 
began to realize that it was a good 

plan and would work if we all get 
on board. One objection I heard to 
the plan was that there were mis­ 
sionaries on their field that were 
not worthy of our support. This 
new plan might take dollars from 
one missionaries account and give 
it to another less worthy. 

I know that some missionaries 
seem to be better fund raisers 
than others, but if they have been 
called of God and vetted by our 
IM Board and staff, then they are 
worthy of our support. God didn't 
tell us to send the missionaries 
that we personally liked, He told 
us to send the gospel. It is true 
that we will never separate the 
money from the particular mis­ 
sionary. People seem to support 
those who have a personal appeal 
or have the best stories or pictures. 
Our responsibility is to give God's 
money back to Him so that His 
work can be funded wherever and 
to whomever. This new plan will 
help accomplish that task. 

Won't it be great when our mis­ 
sionaries can stay on the field 
and minister instead of retreat- 

ing home in the face of a deficit 
account. Won't it be great when 
their prayers can be focused on the 
individual souls they are cultivat­ 
ing for the Lord and not for the 
dollars they hope to read about in 
their next report from the home 
office. Our missionaries are no dif­ 
ferent than our pastors stateside. 
It is difficult to fulfill your calling 
when you are worried about be­ 
ing unable to pay your bills this 
month. 

ls this new plan perfect? Not yet. 
As with any new way of doing 
things, it is impossible to work 
all the bugs out before it hits the 
road. There will be unforeseen 
events and ramifications of this 
plan that will crop up and need to 
be considered. Changes may need 
to be made to make it work better. 
The great thing is that we have a 
IM Board, Director and Staff that 
are committed to the Great Com­ 
mission. I really believe that they 
have no ulterior motives or hidden 
agendas. They just want to see 
as many people as possible find 
Jesus as Savior before He comes 
back. l believe that their collective 
heart beats missions. l am willing 
to Give so they can Send those 
God has called to Go. 

That is why on Wednesday after­ 
noon at the National Association 
in Charleston, West Virginia, I 
stood with hundreds of other Free 
Will Baptists and voted for the 
new funding plan. It felt good 
standing there helping make Free 
Will Baptist history in my new 
black shoes. 

Page 3 Geml September 2008 


