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from the Editor 

It Was His Plan 

I never tire of looking at the man­ 
ger scene. Such a simple way to 
begin such a great task. 

Actually this is a midpoint, rather 
than the beginning. It all started 
somewhere in the distant past 
when God decided to make man 
even though He knew that he 
would sin and need a savior. It is 
beyond my understanding or even 
imagination. 

Why God would want man so 
badly that he was willing to pay 
the price for creating him. God 
knew the day he put finger to clay 
just what we were going to do. 
He knew just what heartbreak we 
were going to inflict by our selfish­ 
ness and yet he created us anyway. 
I am not sure we were worth it. 

When He breathed the breath 
of animation into that clay man 
named Adam, it was the breath 
of love. Never had there been 
such love. I wonder what it is 
like to love so completely. To 
love so totally that even though 
God knew it would cost Him His 
son, he still allowed His breath to 
slowly waft across Adam's face. I 
wonder at the thrill that had to fill 
His heart as Adam's eyes fluttered 
and opened to behold the face of 
his creator. He was the first thing 
Adam knew. At that point, He 
was all Adam knew. Pity we had 
to leave that place. 

As God tutored his best and high­ 
est creation, as He enjoyed the love 
Adam returned to Him, there was 
in the back of his mind the picture 
of a manger. As he created Adam's 
companion and gave them free 

reign of the Garden but 
for that tree, there were 
pictures of stars and angels 
and shepherds in his mind 
as well. As He watched 
them enjoy Him and His 
creation, he knew that the 
day was coming, even the 
very moment when their 
desire would overcome 
their love for Him. When 
that moment arrived, and 
they walked toward the 
tree, the word Bethlehem 
whispered in His ears. 

It was all part of His plan, 
from before the beginning. 
He knew just what He 
would do. He knew just 
what was best. And while 
I do not understand it 
fully, I am so glad He did. 

I am reminded every time I 
stand and look at the babe 
in the manger that this is 
not just a nice story and 
God did not do it this way 
just to play on our emo­ 
tions. He did it this way, 
sending his son as a baby 
to grow up the way any 
one of us did so that we 
could know that He really 
does understand us. He 
really does know how we 
feel. 

He did not think He was 
being robbed to leave 
the splendor and glory 
of Heaven and come to a 
darkened world, ruined 
by sin. He really wanted 
to. The only way He could 
show us that he knows 

our world and us thoroughly is to start at the 
beginning like we did. 

So the manger scene with the shepherds and 
wise men with their camels, even though it 
may not be so accurate historically is a pow­ 
erful testimony to us of what God was doing 
when He sent His son to Bethlehem so many 
years ago. We celebrate and sing songs about 
the event. We should. lt is what God had in 
mind all along. 

And 1 am sure we were not worth it. But 
aren't you glad God does! 
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