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PROCEEDINGS
The Fourth Annual Session of the National Association of the Original Free

Will Baptists of the United States convened with the Free Will Baptist Church
of Paintsville, Ky., on Tuesday evening July 15, 1940.

The song service was conducted by Bro. J. C. Swafford of Mo. Rev. O. T.
Allred, Monett, Mo., led the devotions. Prayer was offered by Rev. B. F. Rogers
of Oklahoma and a quartett composed of ministers from Oklahoma, Missouri
and Arkansas rendered special music, after which a few minutes were devoted
to testimonies, in which many took part. After the devotions, Rev. J. C. Moye
introduced Rev. L. R. Ennis of Goldsboro, N. C., who delivered the opening sermon.
The text was taken from John 7 :37-39 and the subject was "Rivers of Living
Waters." The speaker used four major topics in his discourse. They were:
First, Rivers of Christian Character; Second, Rivers of Christian Testimony,
Third, Rivers of Christian Service; and Fourth, Rivers of Christian Intercession.
This message was considered a masterpiece.

The benediction was pronouncecl by Rev. M. E. Tyson of Pikeville, N. C.
WEDNESDAY MORNING

The Association met per adjournment with the song service under the direction
of Rev. Clarence Bowen of N. C. The devotions were led by J. C. Griffin of N. C.

The Clerk, at this time, called the Association to business order, after which
the Moderator took charge and declared the Association ready for business.

The first item of business was enrolling the list of ministers. (See Ministerial
list)

Revs. L. H. Wetherington, C. B. Thompson and W. E. Coville were appointed
as a Finance Committee.

Revs. Henry Melvin, Melvin Bingham and O. T. Allred were appointed
Credential Committee.

At this time all the delegates were seated whose credentials had been passed
upon.

Business was deferred for the time and other phases of the program rendered.
The welcome address was delivered by Rev. S. F. Vanhoose, in the absence

of the local pastor, who was unable to attend; and the response was given by Rev.
K. V. Shutes of Ga.

Election of Officers was entered into and nominations called for; Rev. James
F. Miller was reelected Moderator and Rev. J. R. Davidson as Vice-Moderator.
Further elections were deferred until the afternoon session, and by motion the
business was suspended for preaching and worship service.

After a brief song service, conducted by 1. L. Stanley, the speaker of the
hour, Rev. Geo. Dunbar, Chuckey, Tenn., was introduced. He used for a text Neh.
4 :6, "For the people had a mind to work." The message was very timely and
instructive. The principal thought of the discourse was the need of a human
leader who would lead a willing people to ultimate victory. In the mind of the
speaker, such a leader as Nehemiah is needed today and that God will eventually
raise up such a leader to head the forces of righteousness in our denomination.

At the close of the sermon, the congregation was invited to engage in an old
time feilowship handshake, after which the session recessed for lunch.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON
The Association reassembled at the appointed time, Rev. Marvin Dalton of

Okla., in charge of the music and Rev. W. R. Spurlock of Illinois leading the
devotions, after which the business was resumed. Minutes read and corrected.

On motion, all delegates not already seated be received and seated.
At this time the election of officers was resumed.

Rev. E. C. Morris was reelected to serve as Clerk and Rev. E. E. Morris of
Oklahoma was elected as the Assistant Clerk. Rev. S. F. Vanhoose was reelected
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Treasurer. Rev. Clarence Bowen was elected to succeed himself as Statistician.
Board members elected as follows:

Executive-Rev. M. E. Tyson, for a term of five years.
Foreign Missions.-Rev. 'Winford Davis, for a term of five years.
Home Missions-Rev. J. K. Warkentin, for a term of five years.
Sunday School-L. E. Duncan, for a term of five years.
Free Will Baptist League-Rev. L. C. Johnson, fOl' a term of five years.
Education-Rev. Geo. Dunbar, for a term or five years.
Superannuation-Mrs. J. E. Simpson, for a term of five years.

The Moderator delivered his message at this time to the Association, which
was very timely, and inspiring.

The Chairman of the Educational Board made report in part and after a
brier discussion it was adopted. (See reports)

A Committee of Committees was appointed consisting of Rev. J. C. Griffin. !
Rev. C. B. Thompson, Rev. Millard Vanhoose, 1. L. Stanley and C. F. Goen. v"

The Association stood adjourned until the evening session.

WEDNESDAY EVENING

The evening session convened at 7 :30 o'clock. Song service under the direction
of 1. L. Stanley. Prayer was offered by the pastor of the Southern Methodist
Church, in whose building all evening sessions were held. Special music was
rendered by Nil'S. Georgie F. Barnes of N. C., two children from the Tennessee
Orphanage and a male quartet rrom N. C. Rev. 1. J. Blackwelder, Chairman,
Sec-Treas., or the Foreign Mission Board, presented Rev. and Mrs. T. H. Willey,
our Missionaries to Panama, to the Association. Mrs. Willey related the story
or the "Black Christ" in her short introductory remarks and Bro. Willey brought
a very stirring missionary message. At the close of the message a young lady
came to the altar in response to an invitation to accept Christ, and made public
confession of Christ as her personal Saviour. Just prior to the close of the evening
session, Mrs. Lizzie McAdams was requested to take a missionary offering, which
amounted to $82.63. The session then stood adjourned until Thursday morning.

THURSDAY MORNING

The Association convene~l at 8 :45. Song service was in charge of Mrs. Georgie
Frost Barnes. Rev. J. B. Rellins, Editor of the Free Will Baptist Gem, conducted
the devotions, after which the Moderator took charge. Minutes of previous day
read and approved.

Mrs. Fannie Polston re::d a report of the Women's Convention and a motion
was made that the report be accepted with commendation. (See reports)

The report of Committee on Committees, which was read last evening, was
duly adopted. (See reports)

At this time our various publications were represented.
The Home Mission Board made report and it was duly adopted. (See reports)
The Sunday School Board made report and same tabled until the afternoon.
The hour having arrived for the morning worship and sermon, Rev. Marvin

IJalton led the congregation in some hymns, aftel' which Rev. Clarence Bowen of
N. C., delivered the sermon which was based upon the story of Elijah on Carmel,
found in 1 Kings 18th. Chapter. In this message the speaker presented some of
the problems we face which are similar to those of Elijah's time. Then he spoke
of the power of God over the forces of evil and concluded the message by presenting
Elijah's Program and making the application. The sermon was thought provoking
and inspirational. After the message and a closing hymn, the meeting adjourned
until the afternoon.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON
The Association reassembled per adjournment with Rev. Robert R Crawford

of Ala., leading the devotions, after which business was resumed.
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The Moderator appointed on the reVISIOn Committee, Revs. W'inford Davis,
Clarence Bowen, E. E. Morris, D. S. Jones and J. C. Griffin.

On motion, the Sunday School report be taken from the table for discussion
and disposal. The report was duly discussed and adopted. (See reports)

At this time a letter of fraternal greetings was read from the Honorable Lyle
H. Boren, Congressman from the 4th. District of Okla. A motion was made to
authorize the Clerk to acknowledge the greetings, by a letter to the Congressman,
expressing the appreciation of the Association for his friendship and interest in
the Cause.

A report from the N. C. Free Will Baptist Orphanage was given by Bro. W. A.
Jackson, Chairman of the Orphanage Board, and Rev. 1\1. E. Tyson a former
Superintendent.

The Orphanage work and efforts of the South Carolina brethren were re­
ported by Rev. M. H. Mellette.

The Tennessee Orphanage work was reported by the Superintendent, I. L.
Stanley. He also introduced six of the children from the home who rendered a
short musical program, which was greatly appreciated by the entire assembly.

The report of the Foreign Mission Board was made by the Sec-Treas., along
with some recommendations. After it was duly discussed, the report and recom­
mendations were adopted. (See reports)

Petitions for the next session of the Association were considered next. An
invitation from the Church of Drumright, Okla. was extended by the pastor to the
Association to meet with them in their 1941 session. A motion was made that
the invitation from Drumright Church be accepted and it was unanimously carried.

The Board of Education offered a proposed amendment to the Constitution
affecting the 8th. Article which provides for the various Boards and their manner
of elections. 4:'11e report was read and placed on the table until the next day.

By motion, the report of the Nominating Committee on Sunday School Conven­
tion be adopted.

The Association was recessed until the evening session.
THURSDAY EVENING

The evening session was called to order at the appointed time and place. Rev.
Chester Pelt of N. C., directing the music. Rev. and Mrs. F. C. Zinn of Okla.,
sang, "Its Real," by popular request. Mrs. Marie '\Vilson Finney, Missionary from
Japan, rendered a very effective solo. After the congregational singing and the
special numbers, the Moderator introduced Rev. B. F. Rogers of Oklahoma, who
brought a very forceful and interesting message from the text "Consider your
ways" Haggai 1 :5. After the sermon, there were some notices served of some
proposed changes in the Treatise of Faith and the abolition of the Sunday School
Board.

Benediction was pronounced by the local Methodist pastor.

FRIDAY MORNING

The Association met at 8 :45 o'clock, Congregational singing was under the
direction of Rev. Marvin Dalton. Devotional period was led by Rev. J. A. Kemper
of Ohio. After the devotions, the Moderator took charge and called for the business
of the day.

Committee on letter form was appointed as follows: Revs. E. C. Morris, Henry
Melvin and J. R. Bennett.

The proposed ammendment to the Constitution, as submitted by the Board
of Education on yesterday, was taken up at this time; and after it was thoroughly
discussed, it was passed by a vote of the body.

On motion, the Moderator appoint a Nominating Committee of three to present
a suggestive list of names to the body for election on the General Board.

The Treasurer's report was read at this time and adopted (See report).
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Report of the Statistician was heard and adopted (See report).
Report of the Superannuation Board was given and adopted.
By motion, the Publishers of the Free Will Baptist Gem and the Free Will

Baptist were asked to confer with the Committee on Revision of Treatise, relative
to the printing of the revised Treatise.

The Nominating Committe who were to submit names to the body for election
on the General Board made their report and the same was acted upon.

On motion, the Moderator was asked to appoint a sufficient number on the
General Board to act temporarily in order that a meeting might be held today.

Formal Resolution Committee made report and the same was adopted.
A motion was carried which authorized the Clerk to have 3,000 minutes

printed and properly distributed as usual.
After singing "Blest Be the Tie That Binds", the Association came to the

close of what was considered a very profitable and enjoyable session.

REPORTS AND RESOLUTIONS
Repm't of St(~tistician

M 6mbe?'ship:

Number of churches n 1,185_. n 1,047
Number of members 101,04L 132,270
Members baptized 2,225 3,362
Members received by letter 668 478
Members restored 73 114
Total received in all _n 2,966 3,954
Members died n n 345 n 450
Dismissed by letter n 255 279
Excommunicated u 335 349
Total loss of members 935 1,078
Increase in membership 2,03L_n 2,875
Ordained ministers n __n __n n n1,154 1,066
Licensed ministers 50 n __ 63

Financial:

Value of church property $1,306,175.00 $1,242,002.00
Value of denominational property n n_ 161,835.00 169,035.00
Orphanage at Middlesex, N. C. n 81,500.00 81,500.00
Orphanage at Greenville, T.enn. n_ 39,335.00 46,535.00
F. W. B. Press, Ayden, N. C. n 30,000.00 30,000.00
Dothan School Property, Dothan, Ala. n 5,500.00 5,500.00
Zion Bible School, Blakely, Ga. n n_ 1,000.00 1,000.00
F. W. B. Gem, Monett, Mo. n 4,500.00_n __ 4,500.00
Total value of all property n 1,468,010.00 1,411,037.00
Paid for building and repairs n 20,475.02 14,533.76
Paid pastors 91,254.53 84,534.91
Paid evangelists n n 3,031.78 4,827.43
Total paid pastors and evangelists 94,286.3L 89,362.34
Paid to orphanages n 44,179.30 25,463.25
Paid to foreign missions nn __n n n_ 2,582.86 2,820.07
Paid to home missions (Not reported).
Paid for Christian Education n_ 1,651.07 2,283.89
Total paid for all purposes n __n_n 163,988.96__n_ 134,463.11

iVliscellnneous:
F. W. B. L. enrollment . 25000n 25,000
Sunday School enrollment --- ~n n 78,000

Clarene Bowen, Stntistican,
Box 203, East Durham, N. C.
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REPORT OF THE NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD
Paintsville, Kentucky, July 17, 1940

We, the members of the National Sunday School Board, respectfully submit
the following report and recommendations:

During the past year the members of the Board have made an extensive
study of the condition of our Sunday School work. A number of articles, in the
interest of Sunday Schools and their work, have been prepared and published in
our church papers. Through this medium, the Board has introduced to hundreds
of ministers and lay-workers plans for the unification of systems and the coordina­
tion of efforts of our Sunday Schools and Sunday School workers everywhere.

We recommend the adoption of the following Standard of Efficiency for Free
Will Baptist Sunday Schools:

THE STANDARD OF EFFICIENCY
Fa?' F1'ee Will Baptist Sunday Schools

SECTION 1
Local Requi1'ements

1.
CHURCH CONTROL

The Sunday School is the teaching department of the church. The church
shall elect all officers and teachers; the school shall make written monthly reports'
to the church. All regular and special offerings shall go into the general church
treasury.

2.
SOUL SALVATION

The pastor, superintendent, and every teacher shall be deeply burdened for
the unsaved. Teachers shall feel and realize that their chief objective is to lead
their pupils to Christ. The pastor and superintendent shall give frequent
opportunities for pupils to confess Christ publicly.

3.
FREE WILL BAPTIST LITERATURE

The Sunday School shall use Free Will Baptist literature throughout. All
Scripture references used in the literature shall be taken from the King James
Version of the Bible. If the school finds that the Free Will Baptist literature
does not meet every need, the matter should be referred to the Director of Literature
of the National Free Will Baptist Sunday School Convention.

4.
RECORDS AND REPORTS

The standard school shall use the Six Point Record System. Reports shall
be made on report blanks provided by the Director of Records and Reports of
the National Free Will Baptist Sunday School Convention.

5.
ENROLLMENT AND GRADING

The enrollment of the school shall equal at least eighty (80) per cent of the
resident church membership, exclusive of the Cradle Roll and Extension departments.

The school shall be graded as follows: Cradle Roll, birth to 3 years; Beginners,
4-5 years; Primaries, 6-8 years; Junior, 9-12 years; Intermediates, 13-16 years;
Young People, 17-24 years; Adults, 25 years and over.

The first Sunday in October of each year shall be observed as Promotion Day,
when all Sunday Schools affiliated with the National Free Will Baptist Sunday
School Convention shall promote all pupils eligible for promotion.

6.
HOUSING

Beginners, Primaries, and Juniors shall have separate quarters. This may
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be done by use of walls, portable screens, or curtains. At least fifty (50) per cent
of the remaining classes or departments shall have classrooms provided in the
same manner as for the Beginners, Primaries, and Juniors.

7.
USE OF BIBLES

Eighty (80) per cent of pupils, teachers, and officers in attendance, above the
Primary class or department, shall use their Bibles in the school. The King
J ames Version is recognized as the Standard Bible for use in all Sunday Schools
of the National Free Will Baptist Sunday School Convention.

8.
PREACHING ATTENDANCE

Eighty (80) per cent of the pupils, teachers, and officers in attendance, above
the Primaries, shall attend the preaching service.

9.
OFFICERS AND TEACHERS

All officers and teachers shall be Christians whose membership is in the church
in which they hold office or teach.

The school shall maintain a monthly officers' and teachers' meeting attended
by at least seventy-five (75) per cent of the officers and teachers. Seventy-five
(75) per cent of the officers and teachers shall hold Sunday School Training
Institute diplomas for having completed the course of at least one Teachers' and
Officers' Training Institute during the year.

The school shall conduct or attend at least one Teachers' and Officers' Training
Institute each year.

10.
DENOMINATIONAL ENTERPRISES

The Standard Sunday School shall actively promote and support the following
Free Will Baptist denominational works: Missions, Home and Foreign, Education,
and benevolent projects. The school shall carryon this work in keeping with
the program as arranged by the Director of Denominational Enterprises of the
National Free Will Baptist Sunday School Convention and shall as a school con­
tribute each year to these worthy causes.

Section 2.

ASSOCIATIONAL REQUIREMENTS
The school shall be a member in good standing in its District Sunday School

Convention.
The school, through its District Convention, shall be a composite part of the

State Sunday School Convention. If there is no District or State Convention in
which the standard school may place its membership, it should cooperate with the
Director of Organization of the National Free Will Baptist Sunday School Con­
vention in an effort to organize a District and a State Convention.

The school, through its District and State Convention, shall be actively engaged
in the work of the National Free Will Baptist Sunday School Convention.

The schoo! shall support the program of work as outlined by the National
Free Will Baptist Sunday School Convention.

We recommend that a National Free Will Baptist Sunday School Convention
be organized during this session of the National Association.

We recommend that the National Sunday School Board serve as a nominating
Committee in the election of the officers for the National Sunday School Conven­
tion. The officers to be elected are as follows: President, Vice President, Secretary,
Assistant Secretary, Treasurer, Director of Organization, Director of Denomina­
tional Enterprises, Director of Literature, Director of Records and Reports, and
Director of Publicity.
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We recommend that the National Sunday School Convention meet annually
on Monday of the week of the National Association.

We recommend that the officers of the National Sunday School Convention be
empowered to outline and present the plan of work of the Convention for the
ensuing year.

W. E. Coville, Chairman
L. E. Duncan
Rev. L. H. Wetherington (Proxy for Rev. R. P. Harris)
Rev. William Reeves (Proxy for Rev. Paul Purcell)
Clyde Goen (Proxy for Rev. Aston Pegues)

RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL FREE WILL
BAPTIST SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION

Paintsville, Kentucky, July 18, 1940
Immediately after the Convention officers were elected by the National Associa­

tion, the business of the Convention was undertaken. The officers elected were:
W. E. Coville, President; L. E. Duncan, Vice-President; Miss Mary Elizabeth

Griffith, Secretary; Miss Nellie Huggins, Assistant Secretary; W. L. Williams,
Treasurer; Rev. William Reeves, Director of Organization; Rev. L. C. Johnson,
Director of Denominational Enterprises; Rev. L. H. vVetherington, Director of
Records and Reports; Rev. K. V. Shutes, Director of Publicity.

Motion sustained that the President and Secretary prepare and distribute
two leaflets, one leaflet setting forth the organization of the National Free Will
Baptist Sunday School Convention, the Constitution and By-laws as adopted by
the Convention, and the scheme and scope of the program of work to be undertaken.

The second leaflet is to include a concise and orderly statement of the Standard
of Efficiency for Free Will Baptist Sunday Schools.

Motion sustained that the National Free Will Baptist Sunday School Con­
vention authorize a request be made for a contribution of $40.00 from the National
Association. This amount is to be used for promotional service by the Convention.
(This request was granted by the National Association, and the check for $40.00 was
given to the Convention.)

Motion sustained to adopt the Constitution and By-laws of the Convention,
as follows:

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS
of the

NATIONAL FREE WILL BAPTIST SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION
Constitution

Preamble: In order to encoUl'age and inspire the Sunday Schools of the Free
Will Baptist denomination to engage in a definite plan of work, to labor together
in unity, and to coordinate their efforts for a more successful plan of teaching God's
Word, we, a 11epresentative body of Sunday School workers, do hereby organize
the National Free Will Baptist Sunday School Convention.

Article I.
NAME

This organization shall be known as the National Free Will Baptist Sunday
School Convention.

At,ticle II.
OBJECT

Section I.-The object of this organization is the encouragement and promotion
of Sunday School betterments throughout the churches of the Free Will Baptist
denomination.

Section 2.-Sunday School betterments shall include: A more definite objective,
uniformity of system, a fraternal interchange of ideas, and the bringing together.
of Christian workers to transact business to the glory of God.


