
MINUTES
of the

NINTH ANNUAL SESSION
of the

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
of the

a
Free Will Baptists of the United States

Which Convened With

The Free Will Baptist Orphanage
Middlesex, North Carolina

July 9-12, 1945

01----0

The next session of the Association will meet with the Free Will
Baptist Orphanage,Eldridge, AlabaD.la, during the week following
the 2nd Sunday in July, 1946.

1945

FREE WILL BAPTIST PRESS
AYDEN, N. C.

•



PROCEEDINGS
of the

NINTH ANNUAL SESSION
of the

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
of the

Free Will Baptists of the United States
Which Convened With

The Free Will Baptist Orphanage
Middlesex, North Carolina

July 9-12, 1945

0----0

The next session of the Association will meet with the Free Will

Baptist Orphanage, Eldridge, Alabama, during the week following
the 2nd Sunday in July, 1946.



GENERAL OFFICERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
FOR THE YEAR 1945-1946

Rev. J. R. Davidson _n__n nnn nn_,-__Moderator
3609 Richland Ave., Nashville 5, Tennessee

Rev. J. L. Welch nn n_n n ,- Assistant Moderator
1409 10th Ave., N., Nashville, Tennessee

P.ev. E. C. Morris n-nu-------n-------nn----n-n--n---- Clerk
Box 132, Glennville, Georgia

Rev. F. B. Cherry -.:nnn_n n -------------nn-- Assistant Clerk
Lake Butler, Florida

Rev. Robert Crawford _h h Executive Secretary and Treasurer
3609 Richland Ave., Nashville 5, Tennessee

CHAIRMEN OR SECRETARY OF BOARDS

General Board-

Rev. H. Ray Berry, 1031 East 14th St. u Houston 9, Texas

Foreign Missions-
Rev. Winford Davis nnuunu_n h hn Monett, Missouri

Home Mission-

Rev. J. B. Bloss nnnu_n u_nuh n_n_n Leeds, Alabama

Free Will Baptist League-

Rev. L. D. Nance, 19351 Havana Ave. n __ n Detroit 3, Michigan

Education-

Rev. J. R. Davidson, 3609 Ricchland Ave. Nashville 5, Tennessee

Superannuation-

Rev. F. C. Zinn un hn nn Fredericktown,. Missouri

Publications and Literature-

Rev. J. C. Griffin, 240 N. Pasteur St. nn New Bern, North Carolina



4

BOARDS

NATIONAL MINUTES OF

Boards with members' term of office in order as written, the Genel'al

Board excepted, in which case all western members' term expires at the
next session of the Association.

General Board-Rev. H. Ray Berry, Houston, Texas; Rev. John H. West,
Wewoka, Okla.; Rev. Mark Lewis, St. Louis, Mo.; Rev. Homer Willis, Owas­
so, Mich.; Rev. E. M. French, New Port, Tenn.; Rev. K. V. Shutes, Cordova,
Ala.; Rev. Millard VanHoose, Paintsville, Ky.; Rev. F. A. Rivenbark, Eliza­
beth City, N. C., Rev. W. T. Large, Coburn, Va.; E. C. Davidson, Glennville,
Ga.; Rev. Jas M. Henald, Tad, W. Va.; Rev. C. J. Kitteman, Macedonia,
Ill.; Rev. C. J. Sizemore, Pedro, Ohio; E. M. Duncan, Tupelo, Miss.; Rev.
Louis Holliday, Manning, S. C.; Rev. J. M. Rich, Chipley, Fla. Other mem­
bers of this Board are the General Officers of the Association.

Foreign Missions-Rev. B. F. Rogers, Drumright, Okla., (1946); Rev. R.
C. Wiggs, Erwin, Tenn., (1947); Rev. C. B. Thompson, Fort Worth, Texas,
(1948); Rev. Raymond Riggs, Detroit, Mich., (1949); Rev. Winford Davis,
Ylonett, Mo., (1950).

Home Missions-Rev .• r. B. Bloss, Leeds, Alabama (1946); Rev. J. A.
Kempel', Wheelersburg, Ohio, (1947); Rev. W. K. Jordan, Kinston, N. C.,
(1948); Rev. J. F. Miller, Desloge, Mo., (1949); Rev. C. B. Dees, Monett, Mo.,
(1950).

Free Will Baptist League-Rev. L. C. Johnson, Tupelo, Miss., (1946);
Rev. Robert Crawford, Nashville, Tenn., (1947); Mrs. Huey Gower, Ash­
land City, Tenn., (1948); Rev. Henry Melvin, Durham, N. C., (1949); Rev.
L. D. Nance, Detroit, Mich., (1950).

Education-Rev. Melvin Bingham, Tulsa, Okla., (1946); Rev. Henry Mel­
vin, Durham, N. C., (1947); Rev. Winford Davis, Monett, Mo., (1948); Rev.
J. R. Davidson, Nashville, Tenn., (1949); Rev. F. A. Rivenbark, Elizabeth
City, N.C., (1950).

Superannuation-Rev. D. W. Hansley, Folkstone, N. C., (1946); E. C.
Davidson, Glennville, Ga., (1947); Rev. J. O. Fort, Bryan, Texas, (1948);'
Rev. F. A. Rivenbark, Elizabeth City, N. C., (1949); Rev. F. C. Zinn, Fred­
ericktown, Mo., (1950).

Literature and Publications-Rev. Charles R. Porter, Sesser, Ill., (1946);
Rev. K. V. Shutes, Cordova, Ala., (1947); Rev. J. C. Griffin, New Bern, N. C.,
(1948); Rev. L. C. Johnson, Tupelo, Miss., (1949); E. M. Duncan, Tupelo,
Miss., (1950).

Trustees of the Free Will Baptist Bible College-Revs. R. B. Spencer,
J. L. Welch and F. B. Cherry, terms expiring July 15, 1946; Revs. Ralph
Lightsey, Henry Melvin and K. V. Shutes, terms expiring July 15, 1948;
Revs. Melvin Bingham, Jas. F. Miller and J. R. Davi.dson, terms expiring July
15, 1950.
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LIST OF MINISTERS IN ATTENDANCE

Alabama-

K. V. Shutes, Cordova; Harry L. Mitchell, Birmingham.

Florida-
Floyd B. Cherry, Lake Butler.

Georgia-

S. T. Shutes, Colquitt; C. J. Harvey, Camilla; E. C. Morris, Glennville.

Illinois-

C. H. Curry, Sesser; W. R. Burton, Whittington.

Kentucky-

F. S. Van Hoose, Paintsville.
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Michigan-

Horton T. Davis, Hazel Park; Daniel R. Cronk, Hazel Park; L. D. Nance,
Detroit 3; J. C. Gillim, Detroit; C. E. Riggs, Hazel Park; Raymond
Riggs, Detroit 3; Edgil Howard, Dearborn.

Mississi ppi-

L. C. Johnson, East Tupelo; Ralph Lightsey, Columbus.

Missouri-

Kenneth Turner, Monett; Effie P. Matthews, Desloge; Mark Lewis, St.
Louis 4; Mrs. Eunice Edwards, Desloge; Jas. F. Miller, Desloge; F. C.
Zinn, Fredericktown; Cecil Campbell, Carterville; C. B. Dees, Monett;
Winford Davis, Monett.

North Carolina-

W. E. Anderson, Morehead City; W. B. Everett, New Bern; Paul Jen­
kins; Kannapolis; Ray W. Allman, Durham; R. P. Harris, Enfield; W. H.
Lancaster, Smithfield; W. K. Jordan, Kinston; J. Albert Harris, New
Bern; J. W. Alford, Kenly; Clarence F. Bowen, East Durham; Walter B.
Carter, Rockingham; J. E. Wooten, Ayden; R. B. Spencer, Ayden; O. M.
Hilburn, Caroleen; Henry Melvin, Durham; J. C. Griffin, New Bern; F. A.
Rivenbark, Elizabeth City; J. C. Moye, Snow Hill; J.R. Bennett, Bridge­
ton; W. H. Ivey, Selma; M. L. Johnson, Lucama; Robert Kennedy, Beu­
laville; W. L. Moretz, Swannanoa; E. G. Holland, Kenly; Rashie Ken­
nedy, Goldsboro; Walter Williams, Kenly.

Ohio-

Melvin Dunn, Wellston; Jesse C. Sizemore, Pedro; Russell Milam, Min­
ford.

Oklahoma-

Melvin Bingham, Tulsa; B: F. Rogers, Drumright.
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Sout.h Carolina-

E. P. Kirby, Foreston; L. A. Holliday, Manning; Seldon Bullard, Dar­
lington; Paul J. Ketterman, Columbia.

Tennessee-

E. M. French, New Port; Paul Woolsey, Greenville; J. P. Barrow, Nash­
ville 5; E. C. Burkey, Greenville; Robt. B. Crawford, Nashville 5; J. R.
Davidson, Nashville 5; L. R. Ennis, Nashville 5; Damon C. Dodd, Nash­
ville; J. L. Welch, Nashville.

Texas-

J. O. Fort, Bryan; H. Ray Berry, Houston; Mrs. Lizzie McAdams, Hunts­
ville.

Virginia-

Monroe Hubbard, Wise; C. B. Dickenson, Wise; Cossi~ Meade, Glamor­
gan.

West Virginia-

Ralph H.Dean, Hamlin; Ernest Bias, Naoma; John M. Henson, Hurri­
cane; Dennis E. Bias, Huntington; James H. Herrold, Tad; Geo. J. Chil­
dres, Charleston.

DELEGA TES AND VISITORS ENROLLED

Alabama-

Mrs. K. V. Shutes, V. C. Ma)T,F. W. Bolin.

Plorida-

G. W. Cloud, C. T. Cook.

Georgia-

Mrs. C. J. Harvey, Mrs. J. F. Harmon, G. C. King, Mrs. G. C. King, E. C.
Davidson, H. H. Reaves, Mrs. E. C. Morris, Miss Mary Kicklighter, Mrs.
E. C. Davidson.

Kentucky-

Mrs. Ernest Griffith, Mrs. ZelIa Brown, Mrs. A. L. Prater, Gertrude
Bowe, G. E. Ratcliff.

Michigan-

Mrs. Edgil Howard, Jack C. Hagan.

Mississippi-

Mrs. Ralph Lightsey, L. E. Duncan.
Missouri-

Mrs. Jas. F. Miller, Mrs. Bill Powell, Mrs. Evelyn Alyes.
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North Carolina-
Mrs. Sarah Morris, W. C. Sasser, Miss Alethia Etheridge, Mrs. Alice E.
Lupton, Levi Hill, Mrs. E. G. Holland, A. D. Ivey, Mrs. Sophie Hardee.

Ohio-
Mrs. W.o J. Sheppard, Mrs. Grace Peach, Mrs. Clarence Riddlebarger,
Mrs. Louvenia Henning, Mrs. W. H. Jacob.

Oklahoma-

Mrs. B. F. Rogers.

Tennessee-

W. E. Coville, Mrs. Paul Woolsey, Mrs. Fannie Polston, Mrs. J. E. Fra­
zier, Mrs. Alice White.

West Virginia-

Mrs. Hattie -Perdue, D. V. Shaffer, Miss Ruby Pegram, Mrs. Ada Moore,
Miss Loretta Moore.

States not given-

R. E. Dunlop, Vera Thomas, J. D. Ballance, Rev. and Mrs. Alvin Hal­
brook, Mrs. F. A. Blackwood, E. C. Burney, Mrs. Alice Childers.



PROCEEDINGS
The National Association of Free Will Bapt.ists of the Uni~ed Stat~s met

. I -N' th Annual session on July 10, 1945, WIth the Free WIll BaptIst 01'-ITI tIe m .

phanage at Middlesex, N. C .
The session was opened wIth a song .and praIse servIce led by Rev. Dan­

iel Cronk of Michigan. The opening devotions were conducted by the ~ev.
E E. Bias of West Virginia, after which, Rev. John L. Welch of NashVIlle.
T~nn., was introduced by the Moderator, who had been designated to deliver
the introductory sermon. His subject was "Meeting the WorId's Greatest
Need," based on Mark 1: 30. In his message the speaker said, "The greatest
Heed of the world is the gospel and the responsibility of getting the gospel to
the world belong to the Church." This gospel, according to the speaker is not
to be something new but the old gospel needs new emphasis. The message
was declared to be very informative and inspiring.

After the message of the evening the Clel'k .of the Association called the
body to the opening business session. The Moderator then took charge and
called for the corresponding letters and after a quorum of delegates were
pssured the business proceeded by going into the election of officers.

The following were elected as officers for "the ensuing year: Rev. J. R.
Davidson re-elected Moderator. Rev. J. L. Welch, Assistant Moderator. Rev.
E. C. Morris, re-elected Clerk and Rev. Floyd B. Cherry, Assistant Clerk.

By motion, the election of Treasurer and Executive Secretary was de­
ferred until later.

A motion was made providing for the moving up of the program and
completing the business by Thursday evening if possible for the convenience
of· all ~oncerned ..

The Secretary of the General Board .was asked to read the recommenda­
tiolis of the Board pertaining to the i'evision of the Constitution at this time.

By Iilotion, the meeting inljourned to re-assemble at 9:00 a. m. on to­
morrow; afterwhich, Rev. J. ·A. Evans, Supt. of the Orphanage read a~'ii·gri~.
Ihents .and arrangements for entertldhment of the guests ..

B.enediCtion by Rev. R. C. Kennedy~· .

WEDNESDA Y MORNING

At -9:00 o'clock, the· Association l'e-assembled ~m(rRev. Ralph Lightsey
of Georgia led an inspiring devotion, after which the Moderator delivered his
annual message. His subject was. "Christian Fellowship the Test of Unity
and Success." After this. message the session opened for business .
. Committees were appointed: as foll<lws:

. Resolutions-,-Revs. J. R. -Bennett, J. O. Fort, C; E. Riggs, Sister Eunice
Edwards and Bro. G. W. Cloud.. _....
.. Temperance-Revs. Ralph Lightsey, Damond . C. Dodd, J. P. Barrow.

Mark Lewis and Floyd B. Cherry •...
_·Nominations-Revs. Henry Melvin,. K. V.. Shutes, Monroe Hubbard, W.

R. BUl;ton and Bro.V. C.May ...
Credentials-Revs.C.B. bees; IvIelvin Bingham, Paul Woolsey, J. yv..

Alford and Bro. W. E. Coville ..
#
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Obituary-Revs. R. B. Spencer, M. E. Dunn, Kenneth Turner, H. Ray
.Berryand Sister W. M. White.

At this time the business was interspersed with a hymn led by Rev.
Ralph Lightsey, after which the Secretary of the General Board read the
report of the Board and the body acted upon the report by sections until all
were adopted with proper amendments to some.

(~ee. report as adopted.)
". Moved by Rev. Monroe Hubbard and seconded by Rev. C. R. Riggs, That

'tp.e r\lcommendation of the General Board relative to the incorporation of
~1).e,Bible College; also to elect all trustees named in the recommendation be
~c~epted. Motion carried.

Motion, That the business session be called off for the morning worship
and Associational sermon.

The congregation was led in a brief song service, after which the Execu­
tive Secretary, Rev. Robert B. Crawford, was presented and he delivered the
sermon, on the subject "Charting Our Course into an Unknown Future,"
based on the text, Josh. 3: 4, "For ye have not passed this way heretofore."
The speaker placed great emphasis on the importance of following the lead­
ership of Jesus in promoting the interests of the Church. The sermon was
considered a master piece.

WEDNESDA Y AFTERNOON

The Body re-assembled on schedule time. A praise and testimonial ser­
vice was conducted by Rev. K. V. Shutes which was concluded with a special
number, "Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone," rendered by Revs. Henry Mel­
vin, S. T. Shutes, Walter Williams and Mrs. K. V. Shutes.

At this time the Moderator presented Mrs. Eunice Edwards, President
of the Woman's National Auxiliary Convention, who delivered a very en­
thusiastic report from the body she represented. Mrs. Fannie Polston gave
a supplementary report of the Woman's work. These reports were received
as information and appreciation expressed to the Women for their splendid
achievements.

The report of the Board of Publications and Literature was read by the
Chairman, Rev. J. C. Griffin, and after due consideration it was adopted. (See
reports) .

After the adoption of the above report, Rev. R. B. Spencer, Editor of the
Free Will Baptist, was invited to the stand and he spoke on the subject "The
Literature We Need." Editor Spencer covered the various phases of the
Church departmental work in his talk, informing the audience of all litera­
,ture available and calling attention to that which is vitally needed.

The remainder of the afternoon session was devoted to the hearing of
-reports, which included the Executive Secretary's, Treasurer's, and items of
General Board, all of which were adopted after due discussion. (See reports).

By motion, The session was adjourned until 7 :30 p. m. Benediction by
Rev. S. F. Van Hoose.
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WEDNESDAY EVENING
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According per adjournment, the Association came together for the even­
ing session and after several congregational hymns led by Rev. Raymond
Riggs, Rev. W. R. Burton conducted a brief devotion, then the Chairman of
the Foreign Mission Board, Rev. Winford Davis, read a recommendation
which the Board was offering to thj, Body with reference to. adding Rev.
and Mrs. Damon Dodd to the personnel of our Cuban Missionary group, The
recommendation was adopted by a motion.

After the adoption of the above recommendation, the Chairman of the
Board conducted a very impressive consecration service, setting Rev. and
Mrs. Dodd apart for Missionary work in the foreign field.

During this service, Rev. and Mrs. Dodd rendered their valediction to
the home folk in a very pathetic manner, then they knelt at the altar while
Rev. Melvin Bingham offered the prayer of consecration. The climax of this
service was the hand of Christian fellowship and expression of good wishes
extended to the newly elected missionaries, together with an offering for
Foreign Missions. The offering amounted to $174.52.

The above part of the evening program being concluded, the entire re­
port of the Foreign Mission Board was then submitted to the Body.

Motion, The report be adopted. (See report.)
In keeping with one of the recommendations of the F. M. Board, a rising

vote of thanks was extended to our missionaries on the fields, after which,
Hevs. Thos. H. Willey and Winford Davis rendered a duet, "I Need Thee
Every Hour," in Spanish. Then Rev. lVIr; Willey delivered an address, the
subject being;, "Our Conquest of Cuba." Miss Olive Van Syoc, our missioli~
ary teacher in Cuba, was present and recognized during the evening service.'
At the close of this phase of the program, Hev. Kenneth Turner, an itinerant
worker of the Board, showed ll10ving pictures of the Cuban work, which was
highly entertaining and enjoyed by all.

The next item was that of considering the concluding articles of the ,
Geni!ral Board, which were discussed after properly 'presented and favorabiy
adop~ed ,.,'

'.By motion, we exten~ ,a r.isin~·.vote of thanks to Rev. F., S. Van Hoose"
for the splendid way in Whic'hhe has served as Treasurer 6f the Associatidn'
fOl' the last nine years. " ." ..• ' '.'

. The Credentials Committee I-dade report with recommendation that the
State Association of Florida bedreceived., .Thereport was adopted and Rev."

John L. Welch, the Assistant Moderator, 'ext'ended the hand of fellowst/{p't~'
the delegate, Bro. C. T. Cook. .

Motron, We a?50urn until tomQrrow niorning, 9 :00 o'clock.
Dismissed with prayer by Rev. Walter Carter.

THURSDAY MORiUNG

'9:00 o'clock, the Body l'e-assembled .. Devotions led by Re~: J: R. 'Ben­
nett, after which the Moderator declared the"session' ready' for business ...

Committees on Obituary reported arici'iame received with due regard
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and memorial for the departed loved ones. Rev. W. B. Everett led the Asso­
ciation ill the memorial prayer.

The Home Mission Board's report was read by the Chairman, Rev. J. F.
Miller, and same adopted in usual order. (See report.)

A motion was made and carried, That we grant the Chairman of the
Home Mission Board the privilege of rewording a particular phrase of the
Constitution of the Board. ~

At this time, in keeping with the ,program, Rev. L. C. Johnson of Tupelo,
Miss., addressed the assembly on the subject "Why Evangelize America?"
The message contained startling information of conditions in America, es­
pecially in our great urban centers and also an appeal for greater efforts in
.our evangelistic program.

The Nominating Committee presented to the Body two invitations for its
1946 session, namely, The South Georgia Association, with the Glennville
Church and the State of Alabama with the Orphanage Home at Eldridge. By
vote of the body, the next session will be held at Eldridge, Ala.

The Nominating Committee offers the names of those to be voted on for
the various ];oards as members, and same accepted.

On motion, Rev. Damon C. Dodd be released from the League Board
and that Rev. Henry Melvin be elected.

On motion, We proceed to elect members as required to the Board of
Education. (See Board of Education as listed.)

Report· of the Board of Superannuation was read by the Chairman amI
the same adopted with recommendations. (See reports.)

By motion, the business session was suspended until the afternoon for
the morning worship and sermon. The speaker of the hour was introduced
by Rev. Raymond Riggs as the Associate Pastor of Highland Park Church,

REPORT OF TREASURER FREE WILL BAPTIST NATIONAL
ASSOCIA TION

Balance from last year _h$
Association Dues _

Money from different States

41.57
400.00

Tennessee _
Texas _
Virginia ~ _
West Virginia n _

892.13
205.52

62.00
72.49

68.00
390.91
40.00
94.11

399.94
255.11
28.57

346.40
1,332.98
1,663.94

189.00
131.93 'rotal h __ h_$ 421.75

Total Amount Collected n$6,614.24

Amount of Money Paid Out of
Expenses

Arkansas $
Alabama h __n _
Florida _
Georgia nn h
Illinois _nh_nn _
lCentucky _
Mississippi h_h_n_h_h
Michigan h h __

Missouri h n _

North Carolina n _
Oklahoma __hhh _
Ohio hh h _

7-31-44-J. F. Miller -----$
7-31-44-E. C. Morris _h_
8-9-44-J. R. Davidson _h

1-22-45-Free Will Baptist
Press _

5-3-45-R. B. Crawford h

45.00
55.00
45.00

250.00
26.75
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Amount Paid to Unified Program

Balance in Treasury $ 19.74

F. S. Van Hoose, Trelfsurer.

9-12-44-J. O. Fort $
9-12-44-C. B. Dees _
9-12-44-Winford Davis
9-12-44-J. R. Davidson n

12-30-44-J. O. Fort _n __
12-30-44-C. B. Dees _
12-30-44-Winford Davis _
12-30-44-J. R. Davidson _
3-30-45-J. O. Fort _
3-30-45-C. B. Dees _

102.30
204.59
306.89
409.18
188.63
377.25
565.88
754.50
118.14
236.25

3-30-45-Winford Davis __
3-30-45-J. R. Davidson __
6-25-45-J. O. Fort u

6-25-45-C. B. Dees n_n_
6-25-45-Winford Davis
6-25-45-J. R. Davidson
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354.38
472.50
208.22
416.45
624.68
832.91

$6,614.24
6,594.50

REPORT OF NATIONAL EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

We review the past year with respect and rejoicing. The Lord has been
with us helping us mould destinies of His Creation. 1944-1945 has been a

time of sacrifices, sweat, and tears for many Free Will Baptists. The Free
Will Baptists are not blameless, yet we have done much, or we have labored
together with God to make many achievements. We have extended our bor­
ders to more than a creed. The God of the nations is more than a creed; He
is a certitude. He will capture, calm, and control us, and commandeer our

. ship through these turbulent waters, as governments collapse, as crowns
crash, and as thrones crumble. Our God is motivated by love, is full of
mercy, and will mete out justice. God is concerned about redemptive libera­
tion. God would have our Denomination erected on a rock. Yes, there are
few unwelcome winds blowing across the Denomination-but thank God,
there is a greater rain, or reign, of righteousness, or rightness-Where sin
does abound Grace does much more abound. By His Power we shall hold
on and go on, even in days of deluges and disaster. "Duty is for man; des­
tiny is for God."

A mighty fortress is our God
A bulwark never failing
Our helper He amid the flood
Of mortal ills prevailing.

God is our refuge and strength. I know, as a Denomination, we are put­
ting greater trust in Him. A deluge of sin engendered by a handful of dic­
tators cannot defeat God. Their efforts are but the fumbling of paralytic
fingers. Faith in God's Son will unlock hidden Spiritual resources which, in
quiet times, slumber. Much of God's plan through His Son can be revealed
through God's use of consecrated Free Will Baptists. To save the lost, re­
build ruined nations, purify polluted dens of iniquity, rebuild neglected al­
tars, bring nations to their knees, right many wrongs must be our goal in
the days ahead. God's Word tells us why we have war. (Judges 5: 8) "They
chose new gods; then was war in the gates." When men defy God-and re­
ject His Son's commission to men-the answer comes, "Vengeance is mine;
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I will repay." God's hammers of justice resound on the anvils of time as He
moulds the destinies of nations, denominations, and individuals. "He shall
not fail, nor be discouraged, 'til He have set judgment in the earth: and the
Isles shall wait for His law" (Isaiah 42: 4). Ours is a victorious God, even
if the confederated forces of sin seem to deny and defy God. God is still on
the Throne-even when many wonder if Heaven's smile has become a frown,
its Light darkness, its balm bitterness. Men may snatch pleasure, and power
for a while, but man cannot snatch tomorrow from God-God and His fol­
lowers will be the victors.

May we show you where the hand of God and man have joined to make
direct contribution to the work of the Lord as promoted by Free Will Bap­
tists.

The Unified Program has made progress the past year. There has been
six thousand six hundred and fourteen dollars and twenty-four cents (6,614.­
24) collected, and six thousand, five hundred and ninety-four dollars and fifty
cents ($6,594.50) allocated to the respective Boards. There has been a twen­
ty-five percent increase in receipts to this department. There is a slow, but
sure and sound spirit of giving growing in our Denomination.

The Women's Auxiliary has shown marked increase. In the 1944 Conven­
tion they showed where they received two thousand, four hundred and seven­
ty-two dollars and fifty seven ($2,472.57) cents. This year they have re­
ceived eight thousand, one hundred and fifty-eight dollars and sixty one cents

- ($8,158.61) which is over three hundred and fifty per cent increase in their
receipts in one year. Praii?e is due unto our noble women for following the
leadership of the Lord. '

Growth has been ,n1ade durinK the past year in the department of Home
Missions. Total receipts fOl: the past year have amounted to one thousand,
fourhundr,ed and thirty~two dallai's and forty-seven cents ($1,432.47). They
have spen~ one thousand, Olle, hundred and sixty-six dollars and thirty~two
cents ($1,166.32). They hav~ a 'baiance of one thousand, one hundred and six­
ty-four dollars and thirty-eight cents ($1,164.38). In five years an increase
in giving of over four per cent has been witnessed. Yes~We are doing a
greater job in Jerusalem. We are tarrying for more power. The power is
coming and we are using it.

Since the National Superannuation, Board has had a definite plan of
work for three year,s they have experienced an overall increase during this
period of time of more than four hundred per cent. They received one thous­
arid, twohllndred and forty-three dollars and'seventy-five cents ($1,243.75).
They, disbursed one thousand, one hundred and twenty-nine dollars and six­
ty-~ight cent~; $1,i~9.68). They now have a balance, of one thousand, nine
hundi'ed'andflfty-five dollars' and seventy-five cents ($1,955.75) . We have
much to expectfrOIj1 this department in the future for 'favorable helps in the
work of our Lord. ,

A .gre,at stride has been' made in the department of Foreign Missions­
the"mind and mission of Chi'ist is known 'greater today than in years. The
total rec~ipts for th~ ,past year ($22,112.95) twenty-two thousand, onehllTI-'
dred' and ~velve: 'doiiars and niri.ety~five cents with totai disbursements of
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twenty thousand, seven hundred and sixty-five dollars and eighty-seven cents
($20,765.87). Over a period of five years there has been a six hundred and
fifty-two per cent increase in giving to Foreign Missions. I have witnessed
the confessions of seventeen young people to a definite call to Foreign Mis­
sions in the past year. How many have you witnessed? God has not called
anyone to a foreign field without calling upon someone at home to send them.
The call to send and the call to go are the same. In this age of Grace the
Lord is saying "Go on out there and work. I would like to return but I can­
not until this Gospel is preached to all nations." Matt. 24: 14; Mark 13: 10.
The Holy Spirit is gathering out the Bride of Christ-or a people for His
name. Acts 15: 14. The occasion is pictured in Revelation 7: 9-Kindreds,
peoples, tongues, tribes. To make this prophetic picture a reality is a respon­
sibility of Free Will Baptists. May we finish with glorious results the un­
finished work of the Church.

The Bible College has grown during the past year. The Bible College,
along with better organization in our Denomination has proven to be the
source of our soaring so high in every department of our work. The Bible
College will continue to be the main' source of solution for Free Will Baptist
problems, in producing better pastors, evangelists, teachers, missionaries, and
Christian workers. The total receipts amounted to twenty-two thousand, five
hundred and fifty-one dollars and fifty-nine cents ($22,551.59). Disburse­
ments totaled twenty-one thousand, ninety-nine dollars and thirty-five cents
($21,099.35) .

The Board of Publications and Literature is a growing reality. They
Detroit, Mich., the Rev. Edgil Howard, who read 1 Cor. 10: 11, then com­
pared the text with the story of Nehemiah building the walls and then made
the application to our present task of building the Kingdom. The message,
interspersed with appropriate illustrations, was considered very timely and
practical. At the close of the message the assembly was dismissed with
prayer by Rev. L. A. Holliday of South Carolina.

THURSDA Y AFTERNOON

The congregation came together at 2:00 o'clock with Rev. L. A. Holli­
day leading the devotions, after which, the Moderator proceeded with the
business in usual order.

The first item of business in the afternoon was the reading of the Sun­
day School Convention's report by Rev. Paul Kitteman, the acting Presi­
dent. The report was received in due order.

Next was the report of the Free Will Baptist League Board read by
Rev. L. C. Nance, and the same adopted. After this report was received,
there was an address delivered by Mrs. Albert Halbrook, on the subject,
"Training Our Free Will Baptist Young People for Christian Service."

By motion, The office of Statistician be abolished and that the Executive
Secretary be authorized to compile the statistics of the denomination.

Motion, That the revision of Constitution recommendations be removed
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from the table for consideration. After due discussion, the revisions were
adopted.

The final report of Credentials Committee was made at this time and
same received. (See reports.)

Temperance and Resolutions Committees offered their reports and both
were received in usual order. (See reports.)

By motion, The meeting adjourn until 7:30 p. m.
Benediction by Rev. C. B. Dees.

THURSDA Y EVENING

The body re-assembled per adjournment with the Moderator leading in a
congregational hymn and then declaring the house ready for business.

A motion was made providing for all necessary bills being paid.
The following motion was made and sustained: For the splendid work

dohe by our missionaries on foreign fields, we rise in appreciation, and send
greetings in the name of the National Association of Free Will Baptists.

Motion, We recess until 8:00 p. m.
Dismissed with prayer by Rev. Br~ce Barrow.
Re-assembled at appointed time for the final session of the evening, with

Rev. Russell Milan of Ohio leading in a brief devotions, after which, the
Moderator called for business.

The Board of Education offered its annual repott with recommendations
to the body and same adopted in usual way. (See reports.)

By motion, A rising vote of thanks was extended to the Board of Edu­
cation and the Bible School faculty for the splendid work done during the
year.

At this time, the. Moderator yielded the platform to Rev. L. R. Ennis,
Acting President of the Bible College, who, after a few brief remarks, pre­
sented two of the Bible College graduates of the 1945 class, namely, Miss
Alethia Etheridge of North Carolina and Rev. Daniel R. Cronk of Michigan,
they in turn, rendered testimonies in behalf of the Bible College and what it
had meant to their own life. These testimonies stirred the hearts of· the
audience to a greater degree of their appreciation of the Bible College and
Christian education. At the conClusion of these talks, Rev. L, R. Ennis again
appeared before the audience and brought a message on the subject, "Sep­
.arated Unto the Gospel Ministry." This message was very informative and
thought provoking. After this part of the service was concluded, Rev.rJ. R.
Beimett, Moderator ,of.the North Carolina State Association was invited to
the platform, who made an appeal. for an offering on tile $100,000 expansion
campaign for the College, and this initial offering amounted to $318.75. This
brought to a very successful conclusion the 1945 session of the National Free
Will Baptist Association. After.a uwtion was carried to adjourn, R!'v. W.
B. 'Everett, of New Bern, N.c., was requested to close. thesessioh\~ith
prayer.' ..

Note-The registration fee and gifts to the Orphanage durrng.th~lles"
sion of the National Association amounted to $475.55, according tOl'E;c~ipts
handed to 'the Clerk. ..


