|

TP TTIrY VY

b A A b A b A A h A A A e Aca s A A A A oA A A A

T O ARSI BDEEDESEEDEEDDED DS

FEFFCEFEETIEEvEEeReE T TEE e SR F e M SIS ST 8D eP

TEEEEeE eSS ee reee

o

MINUTES

of the

ELEVENTH ANNUAL SESSION

of the

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

of the

Free Will Bap‘tisi:s of the United

States'

: Which Convened With The
Highland Park Free Will Baptist Church
Highland Park, Michigan
July 15-17, 1947

()

The next session of the Association will be held with the Free Will
Baptist Church at Pocahontas, Arkansas, beginning Tuesday
Evening following the Second Sunday in July, 1948,

e

Published by

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
NATIONAL ASSCCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS
3609 Richland Avenue Nasiville 5, Tennessee

.!

L&

T T T P P
b A A A A dd b d b A ddd b A A A A d 4 h b a s A d s A A b a A e a s aaas s

P T Y T T Y T P
LA A A A A h b h b s AaAd A dAd A

P T T T T T D P

PV ETETEIETIEeeT T eSS NN PR r P ee

---------

p
L3
b
b 4
L3
S
>
L3
©
b 3
b
&
b3
&
L3
b 3
S
p
©
L3
3
&
%
&
&
b
9
o
2
5
£
3
bl
b
2
3
®
&
L]
-
P
@
:h
2
o«
L
=
&
o
]
.
%
®
L
b
o
&
L3
%
b
3
-
Y
3
3
4
3
i
a

Froe Will Baptist Prews, Ayden, N, T,



Table of Contents

eneral COMRcers. - oo N e s e et 3
ghairman or Seeretary of Boards —o.ocociciocanonannansen st rnsen naand 3
Boards and: Members: —__ . _coeniu L ool ol s assen s b onmg 4
Bhinisterssin -Attendaneas te. 0 il Sl Ear il NS W SRER T Loy 5, 6
[elegates” Entolled ol oo o boar o b ol e b aaabhoa e e nn oL 08 6, 7
Statistical Reports of Associations by States _________________________ T8
Eroceedingg:d Se SN RN . M RE T S e L e e 9-12
[Raportiof: Credentials Committes: =2~ to 0 i AR L 12
[Heporifof General Boald . couaman oo nn ool G 12, 13
Minutes of Executive Committee of General Board _____ . ________ 13
BiXecutive: Secretary’s Repolb oo oo iiioaieesnian e s 138, 14
Financial Report ... _. ARG T ol AT SRR & 0 2 v e 2 14, 16
Business Manager's Report of Bible College . _______ 16-18
Report of National Foreign Mission Board _____________________.___ 18-26
Feport of National Home Mission Board ___________________________ 26, 27
Report of the Board of Publications and Literature _________________ 27-29
Keport of the National Superannuation Board ______________________ 29-31
e mperanes  Report e ce o anidl o b L R e e LR T R 31, 32
IRBAOLIbIONS omrrs mon s el b s e b e e 32, 33
IRevision (Committee on Treatise .~ . . sr-cowoioon s ennn e o an 34
Report of Nominating Committee 34

Constitution of the National Association _________________ ... 35-39



Rev.

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Rev,

Rev.

Rev.

Rev,

Rev.

Rev.

Rev.

Rev.

Rev.

Rev.

General Officers of the National Association

For the Year 1947-1948

L. C. Johnson, Moderatot oo — oo ___ Naghville 5, Tennessee

3609 Richland Avenue

F. B, Cherry, Assistant Moderator.. . _____ Glennville, Georgia

E. C. Morris, Clerk

___________________________________ Tifton, Georgia

G: B Bowen; Assistant GleMl L i o ot et sl Nashville, Tennessee

518 Woodland Street

R. B. Crawford, Executive Secretary-Treasurer—Nashville 5, Tennessee

3609 Richland Avenue

0
O

Chairman or Secretary of Boards

o

F. Miller_____

General

___________________________ R-3, Farmington, Missouri

Foreign Missions

Wantord Daviga® ir. cmee AU Sogtp e TS 202 Euclid, Monett, Missouri

di B Miller__.__~

C. F. Bowen_____

John L. Welch

Henry Melvin___

T 5 Griffin......

John West._____

Home Missions

______________________________ R-3, Farmington, Missouri

Free Will Baptist League

______________ 518 Woodland St., Nashville, Tennessee

College Trustees

________________ 1409 10th Ave., Nashville, Tennessee

College Business Manager

__________ 3609 Richland Ave., Nashville 5, Tennessee

Superannuation

_____________________________________ Jakin, Georgia

Publications and Literature

_____________________ Morehead City, North Carolina

Sunday School

________________________ 8303 Utica Tulsa, Oklahoma



4 NATIONAL MINUTES OF

Boards

Boards with members’ term of office in order as written, the General ex-
cepted, in which case all western members’ term expires at the next session
of the Association.

General Board—Rev. H. R. Berry, Houston, Texas; Rev. John H. West,
Tulsa, Okla.; Rev. Mark Lewis, St. Louis, Mo.; Rev. Homer Parker, Pine
Bluff, Ark.; Rev. Edgil Howard, Detroit, Mich.; Rev. E. M. French, New
Port, Tenn.; Rev. K. V. Shutes, Cordova, Ala.; Rev. F. S. Vanhoose, Paints-
ville, Ky.; Rev. F. A, Rivenbark, Wilson, N. C.; E. J. Kilgore, Coeburn, Va.;
Rev. Ralph Lightsey, Moultrie, Ga.; Rev. D. E, Bias, Huntington, W. Va.; Rev.
Wallace, Malone, Sesser, Ill.; Rev. C. J. Sizemore, Pedro, Ohio; L. E. Duncan,
Tupelo, Miss.; Rev. Louis Holliday, Manning, S. C.; Rev. J. M. Rich, Chipley,
Fla.; Other members of this Board are the General Officers of the Associa-
tion.

Foreign Missions—Rev. C. B. Thompson, Houston, Texas, (1948); Rev.
Raymond Riggs, Detroit, Mich., (1949);; Rev. Winford Davis, Monett, Mo.,
(1950); Rev. B. F. Rogers, Drumright, Okla., (1951); Rev. Rashie Kennedy,
Goldsboro, N. C., (1952).

Home Missions—Rev. W. K. Jordan, Kinston, N. C., (1948); Rev. J. F.
Miller, Farmington, Mo., (1949); Rev. C. B, Dees, Aurora, Mo., (1950); Rev.
J. B. Bloss, Leeds, Ala,, (1951); Rev. Harry E. Staires, Tulsa, Okla., (1952).

Free Will Baptist League—Mrs. Huey Gower, Nashville, Tenn., (1948);
Rev. Henry Melvin, Nashville, Teun., (1949); Rev. W. S. Mooneyham, Shaw-
nee, Okla., (1950); Rev. C. F. Bowen, Nashville, Tenn., (1951); Rev. Robt.
B. Crawford, Nashville, Tenn., (1952).

Superannuation—Rev. J. 0. Fort, Jakin, Ga., (1948); Rev. F. A. Riv-
enbark, Wilson, N. C., (1949); Rev. F. C. Zinn, Flat River, Mo., (1950); G.
W. Cloud, Jacksonville, Fla., (1951); Rev. D. W. Hansley, Folkstone, N .C.,
(1952). :

Literature and Publication—Rev. J. C. Griffin, New Bern, N. C., (1948);
Rev. L. C. Johnson, Nashville, Tenn., (1949): L. E. Duncan, Tupelo, Miss.,
(1950) ; Rev. Ralph Staten, Pocahontas, Ark., (1951); Rev. K. V. Shutes,
Cordova, Ala., (1952).

Sunday School—Mzrs. L. E, Ballard, New Bern, N. C., (1948); Rev. R. B.
Crawford, Nashville, Tenn., (1949); Rev. John H. West, Tulsa, Okla., (1950);
Rev. Luther Gibson, East Tupelo, Miss., (1951); Rev. M. L. Sutton, Fort
Worth, Texas, (1952).

Trustees of the Free Will Baptist College—Revs. Ralph Lightsey, Henry
Melvin and K. V. Shutes, term expiring July 15, 1948; Revs. Melvin Bing-
ham, Jas. F. Miller and J. R. Davidson, term expiring July 15, 1950; Revs. R.
B. Spencer, J. L. Welch and F. B. Cherry, term expiring July 15, 1952,
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Ministers in Attendance

Alabama—K. V. Shutes, Cordova; Harry L. Mitchell, Birmingham; J. B.
Bloss, Leeds; H. L. Knighton, Phenix City.

Arkansas—Wayne Tucker, Pocahontas; Homer Parker, Pine Bluff; 1. R.
Gates, Peach Orchard. .

Florida—C. J. Pitts, Jacksonville.

Georgia—F. B. Cherry, Blackshear; Paul Irvin, Leary; E. B. Joyner,
Alma; P. E. Knighton, Blakely; E. C. Morris, Tifton; Ralph Lightsey,
Mouitrie.

Illinois—Gordson C. Olson, Berwyn; Miss Opal Hiltibidal, Walnut Hill;
Leonard E. Harris, Chicago.

Kansas—Harold Hoover, Arcadia.

Kentueky—Horton Davis, Catlettsburg; F. 8. Van Hoose, Paintsville;
Herbert French, Catlettsburg.

Michigan—Raymond Riggs, Detroit; Edgil Howard, Detroit; C. R. Riggs,
Detroit; H. E. Willis, Detroit; Newton P. Gates, Detroit.

Mississippi—George C. Lee, Calhoun City; L. C. Johnson, East Tupelo;
Luther Gibson, East Tupelo.

Missouri—J, A. Miller, Farmington; Ceecil Canipbell, Wheaton; O. T. All-
red, Monett; Mark Lewis, St. Louis; Mrs. Marie Hyatt, Centerview; B. R.
Seott, Mountain Grove; John Rogers, Fredericktown; F. C. Zinn, Flat River;
Winford Davis, Monett; Xenneth Turner, Monett.

North Carelina—I. B, Manning, Fountain; Chester H. Pelt, Office of
Chaplain, Pope Field, Fort Bragg; F. A. Rivenbark, Wilson; R. C. Alexander,
Robersonville; Billy Melvin, Durham; David W. Hansley, Folkstone; Maurice
W. Roach, Durham; W. R. Williams, Kenly; Mrs. Lizzie McAdams, Davis;
S. A. Smith, Beulaville Henry Melvin, Durham; D, W. Alexander, Bethel; M.
L. Johnson, Lucama; W. K. Jordan, Kinston; A. L. Reynolds, Rocky Mount;
I. C. Griffin, Morehead City; E. G. Holland, Kenly; R. N. Hinnant, Micro; R.
P, Harris, Kenly; J .W. Alford, Columbia; W. H .Calvert. North Belmont;
Alva Ellis, Asheville; Jaz. A. Evans, Middlesex; J. R. Bennett, Bridgeton.

Ohio—Russell Milam, Minford; Clarence Herles, Wheelershurg; W. O.
Doll, Waverly; Jacob C. Lee, Sciotoville; W. J. White, Portsmouth; Homel
Nelson, Wheelersburg; David Widdig, Wheelersburg.

Oklahoma—Marvin P. Dalton, Tulsa; Harry Stairs, Tulsa; Melvin Bing-
bam, Oklahoma City; D. H. O‘Donnell, Wewoka; E. A. O'Donnell, Ada; Bert
- F. Rogers, Drumright; Willard Day, Tulsa; Orbin H. Doss, Wewoka; John
H. West, Tulsa.

- South Carolina—David R. Cronk, Columbia; Paul J. Ketterman, Pamplico;
Louis A. Holliday, Manning.

- Tennessee—George Dunbar, Chuckey; Adam Scott, Ashland City; J. L.
Welch, Nashville; Noah Tuttle, Ashland City; Huey Gower, Nashville:
George Ludwig, Nashville; Robert Crawford, Nashville; Thurman Pate, Knox-
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ville; J. R. Davidson, Nashville; E. M. French, Newport; Fred L. Bradshaw,
Sparta; Clarence Bowen, Nashville.
Texas—C. B. Thompson, Houston; M. L. Sutton, Arlington,
Virginia—W. A. Hales, Norfolk; M. C. Roscholar, Norfolk.

West Virginia—D. E. Bias, Huntington; Harold Dunlap, South Charles-
ton; James M. Herald, Tad.

Cuban Missionaries—Rev. Thomas Willey and Miss Bessie Yeley.

0

Delegates Enrolled

Arkansas—Mrs. Lorene White, Mrs. Homer Parker, Mrs. C. E. Williams,
Mrs. Harry Mitchell, Daniel J. O’Donnell, Mrs. K. V. Shutes, Mrs. Joe Led-
low, Mrs. J. B. Bloss,

Arkansas—Mrs. Lorene White, Mrs. Hober Parker, Mrs. C. E. Williams,
W. S. Smith.

Florida—Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Owen.

Georgia—W. R. Langford, G. C. King, 8. 0. Jones, Paul Irvin, Mrs.
Ralph Lightsey, G. W. Cloud, Mrs. G. W. Cloud, Mrs. C. J. Pitts.

IMlincis—Miss Lorene Norris.

Kentucky—B. H. Cox,” Mrs. Ernest Griffith.

Michigan—Mrs. Anna Lee Collins,

Mississippi—DPaul Long, L. E. Duncan, Mrs. Elizabeth Gibson.

Missouri-—La Verne Miley, Mrs. Cecil Campbell, Mrs. Winford Davis,
Mrs. Jewell Turner.

North Carelina—Alton Reynolds, Mrs. L. E. Ballard, Mrs. J. W. Alford,
Murs. J. R. Bennett, R. McLeod, Miss Zalene Lloyd, Mrs. Alice Lupton, Mrs.
N. E. Harris, James O. Taylor, W. H. Dail, Levi Hill, Zeb Harrison, Mrs. J.
C. Griffin, Mrs. E. G. Holland.

Ohio—Mrs. Alice Childers, Mrs. Nona Yeley, Mrs. W. J. Sheppard, Mus.
Biane Riddlebarger, Mrs. David Widdig, Mrs. Iona Buchanan, Mrs. Lena
Noxsell, Mrs. Burrell Milam, Mrs, Eva Kallner, Mrs. Zellie Jacobs, Mrs.
Vina Henning.
~ Oklahoma—Mrs. Charlie C. Wilson, R. B. Tipton, R. L. Howell, Mrs.
Melvin Bingham, Mrs. David Current, Miss Donne Wilson.

Tennessee—J. B. Reding, I. L. Stanley, Mrs. J. E. Frazier, Miss Gertrude
Bowe, Mrs. Fannie Polston, Mrs, J. E. Simpson, Miss Rebecca Stewart, Mrs.
Thurman Pate.

Texas—Ray Trant, Mrs, Ray Trant, Mrs. P. K. Trant, B. B. Trant, Bobby
Thompson, Mrs. C. B. Thompson, Mrs. M. L. Sutton, J. M. Lueas, G. R. Bass-
ham.

Virginia—Murs. Della Salyer, Mrs. Early Hobbs, Miss Edna Davis, Early
Hobbs.

~ West Virginia—Charlie E. Smith, Lois Joanne Patterson, Mrs. Eula




An Error Corrected

On Page 6, under heading “Delegates Enrvolled,” the first two paragraphs
should read as follows:

Alabama—Miss Fay Gilbert, Miss Hazel Cook, Mrs. Albert McSpadden,
Mrs. Harry Mitehell, Daniel J. O'Donnell, Mrs. K. V. Shutes, Mrs, Joe Led-
low, Mrs. J. B. Bloss.

. Arkansas—Mrs. Lorene White, Mrs. Homer Parker, Mrs. C. E. Williams,
W. 8. Smith.
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Nicho'as, F. E. Nicholas, Mrs. John Henszon, R. W. Henson. Mrs. D, E. Bias,
Mrs. R. W. Henson. ’

O

Statistical Reports of Associations by States .

Alabama-—10 distriet associations, 127 churches, 11,121 members, 201
ministers, 169 Sunday Schools, 29,342 enrolled in Sunday Schools, 29 churches
have Leagues, with 1,473 enrolled, 28 Woman’s Auxiliaries. Value of Church
property $230,130.00; Value of parsonage property $38,000.00; Value of de-
nominational property, F. W. B. Orphanage of Alabama, $80,000.00.

Arkansas—3 district associations, 124 churches, 6,147 members, 177 min-
isters, 87 Sunday Schools, with 2,516 enrollment, 15 churches have Leagues
with 350 enrolled. :

" Florida—5 distriet associations.

Georgia—T7 district associations, 103 churches, 7,903 members, 64 Sunday
Schools, 20 churches have Leagues, 12 Woman’s Auxiliaries, 30 churches
have weekly prayer services, 99 ministers. Value of Church property $171,-
245.00; Total raised for all purposes $43,050.03.

Hlinois—34 churches with a membership of 2,500. 20 Sunday Schools
with an enrollment of 800. 6 churches have Leagues with an enrollment of
130. 11 Woman’s Auxiliavies. Value of Church property $100,000.00. Value
of denominational property $3,000.00.

Kentueky—5,238 members, 32 Sunday Schools with 1,480 envolled.
Churches having League 3. Value of Church property $110,000.00. Raised
for all purposes $9,929.00.

Michizan—4 churches, 386 members, 9 ministers, 4 Sunday Schools, 3
churches have Leagues with an enrollment of 166 and 2 churches have Wo-
man’s Auxiliaries, Value of Church property $43,000.00.

Mississippi—2 district associations.

Missouri—10 district associations, 5,192 members, average number of
Sunday School members 1,056, League membership 520, Auxiliary member-
ship 255. Value of church property $109,160. Total raised for all purposes
342 595.22,

North Carolina—-12 district associations, 341 churches, 36,306 members,
512 ministers, 320 Sunday Schools, 26,400 in Sunday School, 150 Woman’s
Auxiliaries with 2,723 members. Value of church property $1,208,300.00.
Value of denominational property $262,147.54. Paid pastors $163,500.00,
Paid out to missions, education, orphanage, ete., $177,209.00,

Ohio—51 churches, 2,516 members, 76 ministers, 46 Sunday Schools with
2225 members enrclled, 4 churches have Leagues. Value of church property
$121,800.00. Amount given for Foreign Missions $1,100.00.

Oklahoma—11 distriet associations, 168 churches, 25 parsonages, 13,000
members, 253 ministers, 134 Sunday Schools with 6,000 members enrvolled, 33
Leagues and 24 Woman’s Auxiliaries. Value of church property $205,000.00.
Total reported raised $51,000.00,



8 NATIONAL MINUTES OF

South Carolina—3 distriet associations.

Tennessee—87 churches, 8,168 members, 3 new churches, 71 Sunday
Schools with an enrollment of 4,605, 50 weekly prayer services, 24 Leagues
with 555 enrolled, 23 Woman’s Auxiliaries with 399 enrolled, 87 ministers.
Value of church property $354,763.50, raised for all purposes $80,950.23.

Texas—5 district associations, 47 churches, 2,620 members, 1,070 enrolled
in Sunday Schools, 147 enrolled in Leagues and 95 enrolled in Auxiliaries.
Value of church property $101,900.00. Raised for all purposes $30,921.31.

Virginia—~66 churches, 4,006 members, 101 ministers, 50 Sunday Schools
with an enrollment of 2,855, number of churches having Leagues 9, with an
enrollment of 128, number of Woman’s Auxiliaries 7. Value of church pro-
perty $107,500.00.

West Virginia—143 churches, 4548 members, 234 ministers, 138 Sunday
Scheools, 4,954 enrolled in Sunday Schools, 12 churches have Leagues with
200 enrolled, 12 Woman’s Auxiliaries. Value of church property $250,000.00.
Value of parsonages $4,000.00.
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PROCEEDINGS

The National Association of Free Will Baptists of the United States met
in the Eleventh Annual session on July 15, 1947, with the Highland Park
Free Will Baptist Church, Detroit, Michigan.

The session was opened with a praise and prayer service, after which
Rev. Edgil Howard, the Associate pastor of the host Church, gave _the _Wel-
come address which was followed by a response by Rev. F. 8. Van Hoose of
Paintsville, Ky. The congregation was led in a hymn by Bro. I. L. Stanley,
then the Moderator introduced Rev. M. L. Sutton of Fort Worth, Texas, who
brought the Introductory sermon, based on Heb. 12:1. The subject used was
“Weights of Sin.” The message was very timely and delivered in an im-
pressive manner. At the close of the message “Amazing Grace” was sung
and the announcements made by the host pastor after which the meeting
stood adjourned until 9:00 a. m., Wednesday.

WEDNESDAY MORNING

 The Association convened at the appointed time and the song service was
Ted by Rev. Marvin Dalton of Oklahoma, with Rev. Noah Tuttle, conducting
the devotions, after wlich the Clerk called the meeting to business order
and turned the session over to the Moderator, Rev. L. C. Johnson. :

Motion, that the Moderator appoint an assistant Moderator in the ab-
sence of the duly elected one. Rev. Jas. F. Miller was appointed in accord-
ance with the above motion. k ;

‘Motion, the delegates be seated subject to the approval of the Creden-
tials Committee.

COMMITTEES

.- Credentials—Revs. F. B. Cherry, Louis A. Holliday, M. L. Johnson and
Mark Lewis. - I :

Committee on Committees—Mrs. J. E. Frazier, L. E. Duncan, Revs. R.
P. Harris, Homer Parker and John West. :

Then the assembly was led in a hymn by Mr, 1. L. Stanley, after which
the business was resumed.

Motion, the Program be adopted with necessary changes. -

- At this time, a report of the Woman’s Auxiliary Convention was read
by Mrs. Marie Hyatt and received as information by the body.

Motion, the report of General Board he received at proper time for dis-
cussion and disposition. !

The congregation was led in a hymn by Rev. Luther Gibson.

The next item of business was the reading of a report from Free Will
Baptist Press by Rev. D. W. Alexander and the same was received as infor-
mation. .

Motion, that the body be recessed until 11:00 a. m.

- After a brief recess the Association re-assembled for the morning devo-
tions and worship. The host pastor, Rev. Raymond Riggs, introduced Dr.
William G. Coltman, who bhrought greetings from the City of Highland Park.
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After the splendid message by Dr. Coltman, the moderator delivered his mes-
sage according to the program, the message was a sermon of information,
inspiratien, and Biblical direction for the Association and denomination.

* The Association adjourned for the noon hour.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON

. The body re-assembled and was led in devotions by Rev. Homer Parker,
after which the body was called into business session.

Motion, the partial report of Credentials Committee be adopted and the
tdelegates officially seated.

Committee on Committees made report and same received and adopted,
(See report).

The Executive Secretary read his report and the same was received and
adopted by the body. (See report).

Report of Board of Publication and Literature was read and a motion
made to take it up section by section for discussion and disposition. After
iisenssing all items of the Report of Board of Publication and Literature it
was adopted with certain amendments and substitutions. (See report).

- The time now having arrived for an address, the Moderator suspended
the business and Dr. H. H. Savage of Pontiac, Mich., a representative of the
National Association of Evangelicals was introduced to the audience and he
delivered a very forceful and inspiring message on the work of the N. A. E.
After the message of the afternoon the business was resumed and various
items of the report of the Board of Publication and Literature was discussed
and adopted. Then a motion to adjourn was made and the meeting was dis-
missed with prayer by Rev. F. A. Rivenbark,

WEDNESDAY EVENING

At 8:00 P. M. the body re-assembled for the evening services. The en-
tire evening was given over to Foreign Missions interests. Rev. Raymond
Riggs, the Chairman of the Foreign Mission Board was in charge. Rev. T.
H. Willey and Miss Bessie Yeley were present from the Cuban Mission Field,
and both brought inspiring and helpful messages concerning the work in this
particular field. Rev. Kenneth Turner, a foreign mission promoter, showed
some picture slides which he recently made in Cuba. These pictures were
ereatly enjoyed by the vast audience. Rev. Winford Davis, Promotional See-
retary and Treasurver of the Board read his annual report and recommenda-
{ions which were received and adopted. At the close of messages and reports
an invitation was extended for young people to volunteer their services to
the mission cause and there were twenty who responded to the call, this was
followed with a prayer of consecration. Just before the meeting adjourned
there was an offering taken for foreign missions which amounted to $291.80,
the meeting was dismissed.

THURSDAY MORNING

The body was re-assembled and Rev. R. N. Hinnant led in a congrega-
tional hymn, the devotions were conducted by Rev. Harry Staires, then the
Moderator called for the business of the morning.
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The report was given of the Superannuation Board by the Chairman,
Rev. C. F. Zinn. The same was discussed and adopted by the body (Q(‘e re-
pmt}

Treasurer’s report was read and adopted (See report).

' Temperance Committee made report and the same was 1ew:w(l and
a.dnpted (See report).
- Motion, a copy of the Temperance report be sent to proper mltho_utueﬂ
in Wa%hmgton IRl ES &l

"Motion, the report of the General Board be read and dmpoaed of iter by
item. After certain recommendations and ﬂ*rendmpnls the (1ene1al Bomd s
lupmt was’ ad lopted (See report). f

At ‘this tinie the Moderdtor 1eLe‘:sed the huqmesfq fm the 'm()]'n'ln“‘ de\m-
tions and worship. f

The body being assembled for worship, Dr. Leonard Earl HarrisTed in
some worshipful hymns and rendered special hymus which were greatly en-
joyed. After the song service,” Rev. Ralph- Lightsey: was introduced as the
speaker and he read fov his text Luke 23:34. His subject was “The Death
Cryof God.”  The messace was delivered in a masterly way and it was be-
lieved to have cresdti:! = greater compassion for the lost. The service was
adjourned in usual order. ; g faas :

THURSDAY AFTERNOON

Re-asseimbled at anpoiated time with devotions bemnz led by Rev Geo.
Dunbar and praye - by Mrs. Fanny Polston.

Report of Home Mission Board read and adopted (See report).

The next was the report of the Free Will Baptist League Board which
. was read and afier due discussion it was adopted (See report).

At this time, Rev. Henry Melvin spoke on the Nation-wide League Con-
ference which is to convene with East Nashville Church in 1948, and Rev.
R. P. Harris spoke on the Cragmont Assembly. After these talks the busi-
ness ‘was interspersed with a song, “Wonderful Words of Life.”

The Commiitee on Resolutions made their report consisting of five reso-
Ivtions, all of which were adopted. (See resolutions).

The Nominating Committee made report and same received, w1th the re-
sults of the following heing elected as officers for the coming year: Rev. L.
(' Johnson, Moderator; Rev. F. B. Cherry, Assistant Moderator; Rev. E. C.
Morris, Clerk; Rev Clarence Bowen, Assistant Clerk; Rev. R. B. Crawford,
Executive Secretary and Treasurer.

A special offering was taken at this time on the expense of entertain-
ment. The amount of offering was $82.40.

Motion to adjourn. Dismissed with prayer by Rev. Clarence Bowen,

THURSDAY EVENING

The final service of 1947 session convened at the appointed time. Rev.
J W. Welch, Chairman of the Board of Bible College Trustees, was in charge
and presided over the evening session. The choir was composed of former
students of the Bible College. Prospective students were also recognized
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and requested to take part in the service. The Board of Trustees, the Busi-
ness Manager, the Business Manager-elect and the President-elect were all
sccorded a place o the program, and were seated upon the platform. The
song service was conducted by Rev. Luther Gibson of the 1946 class. Talks
were made by Rev. J. R. Davidson, the retiring Business Manager, Rev. Hen-
Ty Melvin, the elected Business Manager, Rev. L. C. Johnson, the elected
President and Rev. J. W. Welch, Chairman of the Board of Trustees. After
the talks, the Business Manager rendered his report for the Associational
wear, the same received and adopted. The entire evening sssion was very im-
pressive and informative. )

The session now having come to a close a motion was made to adjourn
the Association to meet with the Pocahontas Church in Pocahontas, Arkansas
in its 1948 session. The benediction was pronounced by Rev. Homer Parker
of Pine Bluff, Arkansas.

O—

Report of Credentials Committee

We, the Credentials Committee have examined the Credentials of the
following associations and find them to be in order with proper fees: Ala-
bama, $60.00; Mississippi, $25.00; Arkansas, $25.00; West Virginia, $35.00;
Texas, $35.00; Virginia, $30.00; Ohio, $20.00; Tennessee, $20.00; Kentucky,
$10.00; Michigan (Wolverine), $10.00; Missouri, $60.00;.Oklahoma, $65.00;
North Carolina, $65.00; Georgia, $50.00; Florida, $35.00: South Carolina,
$15.00; Vouched for $10.00.

Report of General Board

Minutes of the General Board of the National Association

Motion carried that we adopt the report of the Board of Publication and
Literature as given by Rev. J. C. Griffin.

Motion carried that the minutes of the Executive Committee meeting at
Nashville, Tenn., April 2, 1947, be accepted as read by John H. West.

Motion carried that report of Foreign Missions Board be adopted as read
by Rev. Raymond Riggs.

Motion carried that the report of the Executive Secretary be accepted as
read by Rev. R. B. Crawford and the following recommendations be adopted.

1. That a revival be held in the month of March, 1948, in all of our
churches, and the month of March be designated as National revival month
of Information, Inspiration, and Dedication.

2. That we continue our association with the N. A. E., paying into their
treasury 39 of our Unified Program Fund.

3. That the teachers of the Christian Workers Institutes be paid a sal-
ary of $75.00 for each session of two weeks, plus traveling expenses.

4. That we continue to work for National Headquarters.

Motion carried that the National Headquarters be at Nashville, Tenn.

Motion carried that the National Association pay for the identification
ribbons used at this sitting of the Association.
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Motion carried that the report of the Sunday School Convention as given
by Miss Gertrude Bowe be adopted as read.

Motion carried that the salary of the Executive Secretary be raised to
$65.00 per week, plus traveling expenses.

Treatise Revision Committee—Rev. J. C. Griffin, Rev. J. F .Miller, Rev. J.
L. Welch, Rev. Raymond Riggs, Rev. K. V. Shutes, Rev. S. F. Vanhoose, and

Rev. L. A. Holliday.
Officers for General Board—Rev. J. F. Miller, Chairman; Rev. J. L.
Welch, Assistant Chairman; Rev. John H. West, Clerk.

0
O

Minutes of Executive Committee of General
Board

April 2, 1947.
Nashville, Tenn.

Meeting called to order by Rev. J. F. Miller,
Prayer by Rev. Raymond Riggs.
Reading of minutes of previous meeting by John H. West.
Report of Executive Secretary and Treasurer, Rev. R. B. Crawford.
Motion carried to accept report.
Motion carried that we continue present plan of the Unified Program
with allocations the same.
Program Committee for the National Association as :Eollows Rev. Ray-
mond Riggs, Rev, J. F. Miller, Rev. R. B. Crawford, and Rev. L. C. Johnson.
Motion carried the Rev. L. C. Johnson deliver the Associational or Intro-
ductory message at the National Association when convened at Detroit, Mich.,
July, 1947.
Motion earried that traveling expenses of the Committee be paid to this
meeting.
Motion carried to adjourn conference.
Rev. J. F. Miller, Moderator,
Rev. John H. West, Clerk.

Report of Executive Secretary-Treasurer and
Statistician
Robert B. Crawford

Today I give to you a verse of scripture for you to think of while I re-
port to you as Executive Secretary and Statistician. The secripture verse is
Galatians 6:14: “But God forbid that I should glory save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ by whom the world is crucified unto me and I unto the
world.” May we look for the scarlet thread through this report; it might
be a pale red in some places.

In the cross we see the price paid “Who gave himself for our sins that
He might deliver us from this present evil world according to the will of God
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and our Father.”—Gal. 1:4. We have needed more crucified persons unto
the world to help save the ones who should be saved. The children of the
night should be the children of light. Our denomination need not die, but it
needs to die out or be erucified to the world. We have been a people grate-
ful for the crown, but not grateful enough for the cross.

In the cross we see love expressed. There is greater love for God and
one another expressed now throughout our denomination. There are trees
that one time looked brown, today look green. If we will express sufficient
love for God, then there is redemption for us. If we suffer with Him, we will
reign with Him. We need to move from the persecuting law of Saul to the
faith and the grace expressed by 'Paul through his redeemed life. When we
are glorying in the cross, we are living clean lives. When we recognize the
blood offering, then we will give a fruit offering of our first fruits.

Certainly to experience the cross we are forgiven of our past sins. In
the life of the cross there is found our companionship, “Woman, behold thy
son.” The National Association recognizes it’s sons and daughters; we are
asking the states to “behold their mother.” We see in the eross the words:
Denomination, Denomination, why hast thou forsaken me? And we rally to
the cry, we no longer will forsake you. We need the presence and strength
of Jesus as He says, “I and my Father are one.” With complete surrender
we are determined to say, “It is finished” and look to Him and be of cheer
for He has overcome the world.

A detailed report of all my activities has been given to your Genel aI
Board. Detail reports will be given to you by different boards of our Na-
tional Association. I now give to you a report as given to me by different
state statisticians. District Associations or Quarterly Meetings, 170;
Churches in the States, 3,467; Church parsonages, 138; Church members in
the States, 255,127; Ordained ministers, 2,461; Licensed ministers, 362; Sun-
day Schools, 2,608; Pupils in Sunday Schools, 72,684; Free Will Baptist
Leagues, 692; Enrolled in F. W. B. L., 3,236; Woman's Auxiliaries, 483; Pray-
er meetings, 1,591.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Value of buildings and equipment ___________________________ $3,633,834.41
Value ‘of church parsonages 2ol t o Fnbaly Fore o o L $ 612,378.67
Value of Denominational property-camps, orphanage, printing

Preas - wmse oo cndn e NI B R L e e e e $ 860,727.21
Paid for pastoral and Evangelistic services ___________ S % 593,238.00
Paid for buildings and equipment ___________________________ $ 420,676.83
Paid out for all other purposes not included above as

Christian Education, Orphanage, Missions _______-————___ $ 193,863.41

RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS FOR UNIFIED PROGRAM
Receipts

Balance in Bank—First of the year ________——___ $ 128.90
Alabania o B e e T R 304.62



